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Jack Ward Thomas and Margaret Thomas

by Steve Stuebner

A GRANDE, Ore. — A year ago,

Jack Ward Thomas, 59, was begin-

ning to see his career as having

passed its peak. His wife, Mar-

garet, had just been diagnosed with

colon cancer, and his thoughts
were on her, his family and retirement.

So when Clinton administration officials
talked to the 27-year Forest Service veteran about
taking on a major job, he quickly, flatly turned
them down.

Mary Annette Pember/The Oregonian

But Margaret Thomas had other ideas, recalls
Thomas today. “She caught wind of it and said,
“‘Hell, we’ve been married 37 years, and that’s the
first time in your life that you've ever made a
career decision without talking to me about it.” *

“I said, “What is there to talk about?’ ”

“She said, ‘I think you made a mistake. Here’s
an opportunity at a critical moment to perhaps make
some changes and carry out some things you’ve
worked for your whole life ... hell, I don’t see how
you can refuse that. There is such a thing as duty.”

continued on page 10
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New low price!

It is not too early to think about what
you will be wearing on the trails or rivers
this summer. Which brings us to the few
dozen HCN T-shirts, with Diane Syl-
vain’s evocative drawing of a mountain
goat, that remain on our shelves. In aqua,
we are best supplied with large and medi-
um sizes, with a few extra-large shirts
also available. In the color oatmeal, with
the goat design in red, we have only
medium and small.

To clear the shelves, we offer these
1993 design shirts for $10 each, a huge
markdown from the normal $12.

Corrections
and emendations

The Nov. 29 column by Gregory
McNamee on crowding at the Grand
Canyon promoted Nick Clark, a staff
member with the National Parks and Con-
servation Association, to president. The
president is actually Paul Pritchard. Sev-
eral issues back, on Nov. 1, a Hotline
changed the last name of an NPCA
staffer; the correct name is David Simon.

Dr. James C. Halfpenny of Gardiner,
Mont., writes to say that a Nov. 29 Hot-
line on the hantavirus left a misleading
impression when it said that a Great Falls,
Mont., victim of the virus kept mice as
household pets. He says the victim’s pets
tested negative for the virus. Halfpenny
says the only rodent thus far implicated in
the epidemic is the common deer mouse,
Peromyscus maniculatus, and he hopes
that people will not dispose of household
pets or trap squirrels, prairie dogs, chip-
munks, et al, unless they are implicated at
some future time.

Visitors

Visitors dwindle during the winter,
throwing the HCN staff onto its (limited)
resources. Which makes the few people
who do come through all the more wel-
come. Subscribers Walter and Verla
Kohrman, who work for the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation in Page, Ariz., stopped by
on their way to a Thanksgiving dinner in
Longmont, Colo.

Rancher Peggy Godfrey, a cowboy ~
poet, came by for what turned into an
informal seminar on sheep raising. Sheep
are supposed to be fragile animals — born
with one foot in the grave, and unsuited
for the open range — but Peggy said,
“Mine seem to be survivors.” Their
toughness may be helped by the predater
repellent she douses them with, and by
the fact that she has a farm flock of only

An historic event

“Historic” is a word that was given
a bad name in the 1970s by space
stunts. We can see in retrospect, having
just yawned our way through another
NASA weekend, that Elvis Presley was
more “historic” than Neil Armstrong.

At the risk of damaging the word
even more, we think this issue is about
an historic event: the changing of the
guard at the century-old U.S. Forest
Service. For this change to be effective,
it must take place on two levels. Clear-
ly, there has been a change at the top:
Jack Ward Thomas comes out of a dif-
ferent tradition than past chiefs, and the
Clinton administration deserves full
credit for having appointed him.

But the Thomas appointment will
be meaningless unless there is also
change from below — change of the
kind illustrated by this issue’s profile of
District Ranger Melissa Blackwell.

Page 15 of this issue also contains
a letter from White River National For-
est Supervisor Veto LaSalle, who
believes that my editorial on the opposi-
tion to Thomas by 70 forest supervisors
was off the wall. In LaSalle’s view, the
supervisors were simply trying to safe-
guard the independence of the agency.
Their opposition was not against
Thomas, he writes, but against the
precedent his appointment has set.

To LaSalle, the Forest Service is
still a proud, independent organization,
capable and worthy of setting its own
course. In my view, the agency’s for-
mer leadership led it into receivership.
Were the Forest Service a corporation,
it would be in bankruptey court. The
Clinton administration would have been
justified in appointing a “bankruptcy
judge” — a tough, outside political type
to redo the Forest Service by force
majeur. Instead, the administration has
chosen a leader who is both loyal to the
agency and who appears to be loyal to a
new approach to the forests. In their let-
ter opposing Thomas, the 70 forest
supervisors refer to their collective
experience of over 1,000 years. It’s

. became a part of the struggle over graz-

amazing that that much experience
could be so wrong.

In his letter, LaSalle refers to the
fact that my editorial attack on the Gun-
nison National Forest has been correct-
ed, but that nothing has appeared in
print. Gunnison Forest Supervisor Bob
Storch did come by in mid-November
to talk about two errors in the Sept. 20,
1993, editorial, “It’s time to clearcut the
Forest Service.”

The statement, “The latest supervi-
sor, Robert Storch, has just proposed oil
and gas leasing for almost every square
foot of the forest,” was an exaggeration.
Only 950,000 acres out of the 3.1 million
acre forest were analyzed for oil and gas
leasing; 85 percent of the analyzed land
was put up for leasing.

The editorial also complained
about a festering three-mile-long linear
clearcut ranchers use to move cows
back and forth between two wilderness
pastures. Storch walked the clearcut.
While all of it is an eyesore, he said
only a few hundred feet of the Beck-
with stock driveway represents a threat
to the resource, in terms of erosion and
destruction of a stream, and the agency
is planning to repair that section.

I apologize for the mistakes.

More generally, the editorial used
the recent sorry history of the Gunnison
National Forest as an example of how
the U.S. Forest Service operates
throughout the West. After talking with
Storch, I had the feeling that the story of
the Gunnison National Forest may be
different in the future. He has pushed
tenaciously to change the forest’s travel
management plan, despite fanatic oppo-
sition from ORVers whose identity
depends on their freedom to trash the -
forest. The fight over travel management
even reached Washington, D.C., where it

ing reform. Less publicly, Storch has
been working hard to change the internal
culture of his forest staff — a culture
that has not always been marked by full
respect between the sexes.

— Ed Marston, publisher

60 or so animals.

She also has a philosophy. “I think
sheep need intimacy to thrive. And sheep
contribute more to me than just income
and food. It’s not just a quirk that sheep
are the basis for scriptural wisdom.”
Peggy also raises cattle.

She was on her way to give a reading
in nearby Montrose from her home in
Moffat, Colo., in the San Luis Valley,
where it had already been 15 degrees
below zero by mid-November.

— Betsy Marston for the staff
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Aerial view of the Dixie National Forest in Utah

Logging firms scour the West for trees

A helicopter hovers over 9,000-foot
ridges of the Markagunt Plateau in south-
ern Utah. Below, lumberjacks secure to a
cable a load 'of ponderosa pine and Dou-
glas-fir, now felled and stripped of their
limbs. The helicopter then lifts and veers
north, to a staging area a few miles away.
Crews there bundle the giant trees onto
logging trucks, which grind their way
down steep dirt roads through some of the
oldest forests in Utah. This is remote pub-
lic land that supports mule deer, elk, black
bear, goshawk, peregrine falcon and
three-toed woodpecker.

At rail yards in Cedar City, 40 miles
away, workers move the logs onto flatbed
cars of the Union Pacific Railroad for a
620-mile train trip to Emmett, Idaho.

It may sound like a lot of handling
for 1.6 million board-feet of trees, but this
scenario is set to unfold as soon as snow
melts next spring on Utah’s Dixie Nation-
al Forest. It is not an isolated event:
Another Fortune 500 company,
Louisiana-Pacific, based in Portland, Ore.,
recently purchased 4.2 million board-feet
of Dixie Forest trees in an area just south
of the Cedar Breaks.

This long-distance search is the latest
phenomenon in the race for timber around
the West. To Utah conservationists and
some local officials, whose communities
depend heavily on the timber industry, it
is an unwelcome development.

Panguitch mayor Maloy Dodds says
his town’s only sawmill laid off 19 work-
ers for lack of timber. “If they (Boise Cas-
cade) take that timber up to Idaho fo cut,
it will have a detrimental effect on our
economy,” the mayor says.

Environmentalists believe the
unprecedented sales to out-of-state giants
such as Boise Cascade and Louisiana-
Pacific will further degrade the Dixie
National Forest.

“The (Dixie’s) forest policy is over-
cutting the forest,” says Stan Boicourt, an
adviser to a local watchdog group,
Friends of the Dixie National Forest. “The
forest should cut only 5 or 6 million
board-feet a year, but they have not seen
fit to lower it to that level.”

According to Dixie Forest Supervisor
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Hugh Thompson, the Dixie intends to cut
more than 17 million board-feet per year.

Friends of Dixie and the Southern Utah °

Wilderness Alliance have argued for
years that the timber industry — not
sound forest management — has driven
timber sales on the Dixie. They say com-
petition from out of state will only worsen
that situation.

Boise Cascade officials say they went
to Utah for timber for only one reason: the
spotted owl controversy in the Northwest,
which halted many timber sales. .

Federal Judge William Dwyer halted
timber sales in the owl’s old-growth habi-
tat until the Forest Service comes up with
a reasonable protection plan (HCN,
7/26/93). The stalemate has sent Oregon
and Washington companies such as Snow
Mountain Pine and Ellingson Lumber into
Idaho for timber, forcing Idaho companies
to look beyond their state borders, says
Dave Van De Graaff, regional timber

Ken Rait/Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance

lands manager for Boise Cascade.

“It’s kind of a domino effect ...
throwing our whole industry into a state
of imbalance,”. Van De Graaff says.
“(Northwest companies) are willing to bid
high prices to stay in business, so we’re
looking for opportunities to the east and
south to make up the difference.”

Ken Rait, issues coordinator for
SUWA, says blaming the spotted owl is
“garbage.” Boise Cascade “raped the
forests of the Northwest and now they’ve
come to Utah to do the same to ours,” he
charges.

Although the Panguitch Lake timber
sale must be taken out by helicopter
because of the steep terrain and then
shipped by rail, the trees are still prof-
itable for Boise Cascade. Van De Graaff
says a comparable cut in Idaho would cost
the company $300 per 1,000 board-feet.
In Utah, the company will pay the Dixie
National Forest about $74 per 1,000
board-feet, for a total of $168,000. Forest
Service officials say this sale helps them
combat a bark-beetle infestation that
affects tens of millions of board-feet.

To Ken Rait and other critics of Dixie
Forest management, the salvage sale isn’t
justified since the trees aren’t necessarily
in need of “saving.” The sale “makes
Utah a third-world state exporting unpro-
cessed natural resources,” Rait charges.

For more information about Dixie
National Forest issues, contact the Forest
Supervisor, 82 N. 100 East, Box 0580,
Cedar City, UT 84721; Friends of Dixie
National Forest 801/628-2028; or South-
ern Utah Wilderness Alliance, 1471 S.
1100 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84105.

— Brent Israelsen

The writer works for the Deseret
News in Salt Lake City, Utah.
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threatened the Bureau of Lan_d Manage
ment. “If you think Reno was some-
thing, you haven’t seen nothing yet,”
 said a letter mailed to director Jim B:

_ after the bombmg of the BLM's Nev
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Groups say rich ranchers get free ride

CHALLIS, Idaho — A federal graz-
ing allotment utilized by two of the rich-
est men in America is at the center of a
controversy in Idaho.

The “ranchers” are David Packard
and William Hewlett, who founded elec-
tronics giant Hewlett-Packard. Their cat-
tle graze the San Felipe allotment —
90,000 acres of isolated desert land
between the Big Lost and White Cloud
mountains.

Environmentalists and scientists say
the land, managed by the Bureau of Land
Management, has been in poor condition
for year$ and continues to deteriorate.

Dave Nelson, who runs the ranch for
Packard and Hewlett, disagrees. While the
land there has been overgrazed in the past,
Nelson says, “we got into management
and it’s not 100 percent, but it’s a helluva
lot better than it was.”

Two BLM reports done 12 years
apart, however, support environmental-
ists’ contentions. In 1979, the agency
termed the allotment a “non-functioning”
natural area and called for animal unit
months to be cut in half — from 7,393 to
3,788 — in order to halt range damage on
the San Felipe. An AUM is the grass
needed to feed a cow and calf for one
month.

Packard appealed the plan and threat-
ened legal action if it were enforced.
Negotiations between Packard and the
BLM resulted in a plan for phased-in
reductions, but the plan was not imple-
mented.

The second agency report, in 1991,
said “severe utilization and loss of ripari-
an vegetation is evident on the upper
springs sources.” The BLM again cited
the importance of reducing the number of
cattle on the allotment.

Today, the condition of the range is
evident to even a casual observer. Aspens
along Broken Wagon Creek are dead, and
the creek itself has disappeared below the
ground. Aging willows stand on pedestals
of dirt where the constant trampling of
hooves has worn away the surrounding
soils. The rest of the stream flows several
feet below the surrounding landscape due
to erosive downcutting,

Kentucky bluegrass has replaced the
native bunch grasses, and in early October
it is as short as a golfing green. The
springs that act as headwaters for Broken
Wagon Creek are muddied and pock-
marked with hoof prints from both cattle
and wild horses.

Environmentalists such as Pat Ford
are angry that the BLM has not required
compliance from Packard and

SAN
FELIPE
ALLOTMENT

R el

hibit building water troughs and fences.

Instead of forcing reductions, local
BLM officials have sought to nudge
ranchers into making changes. The allot-
ment was included in an Experimental
Stewardship Program, which brought
local ranchers and others together to make
recommendations for range management.

Roy Jackson, Salmon BLM district
manager, says the approach has helped
convince ranchers of the value of good
management. Packard’s and Hewlett’s
ranch manager, Nelson, has been very
cooperative, Jackson adds.

But one stewardship program board
member quit because he felt little was
accomplished.

“I don’t think the cattlemen changed
their attitude or their way of doing busi-
ness,” says Keith Axline, an Idaho Con-
servation League board member from
Challis.

The BLM’s 1991 analysis of the San
Felipe allotment would seem to support
Axline’s contention. It said much of the
allotment remains in poor-to-fair condi-
tion. “With current stocking levels, it will
not be possible to either rest any pasture,
reduce utilization significantly or change
the season and duration of use as needed,”
the report said.

On a recent range tour of the San
Felipe allotment, it was evident that when
riparian areas are protected they can
rebound. Keeping cattle away resulted in

lush -grasses, young willows and other -

resurgent growth. But, Jackson says,

Road Creek is the only streamside area
BLM staff has the resources to improve.
And Nelson protests that fencing creeks
would force the Packard-Hewlett Ranch
to reduce its numbers unless it built an
expensive series of watering troughs on
higher ground.

Jackson says the agency is rethinking
its management plan, although he
believes nothing will change if the ranch-
ers refuse to cooperate. Environmental-
ists, frustrated by the long non-compli-
ance on the San Felipe with BLM propos-
als, want a tougher approach. If the agen-
cy can’t make Packard and Hewlett com-
ply with the nation’s environmental laws,
they ask, how will it ever convince less
affluent ranchers to make the necessary
changes in management?

“We’re talking about two of the rich-
est men in America,” environmentalist
Jon Marvel protested to the BLM’s Jack-
son during the range tour. “David
Packard’s and William Hewlett’s liveli-
hood won’t change a bit no matter what
you do here.”

The controversy came to a head last
month as the hearing date of an appeal
filed by the National Wildlife Federation
and other groups came closer. The groups
had appealed the BLM’s current manage-
ment plan to a Department of Interior
administrative law judge, demanding that
the BLM reduce grazing to the level it
ordered in 1979.

The Nov. 30 hearing was averted,
however, when the parties negotiated for
two days in Boise and reached tentative
agreement. BLM District Manager Roy
Jackson said his staff will fill in the
details and report back Feb. I. Resolution
came, Jackson said, when scientists from
both sides hammered out a plan that
would establish pasture-by-pasture guide-
lines for the timing and numbers of live-
stock to be grazed.

Linn Kincannon of the Idaho Conserva-
tion League in Ketchum, Idaho, cautioned
that the agreement is by no means solid.

“They have to flesh it out before
we’re sure our concerns are being met.
When grass in streamside areas is chewed
down to a height of four inches, cattle
should be removed and the area rested the
next season,” she said. “We’re going to
base our decision on that.”

But Jackson said he is optimistic that
this agreement will solve the problem.

— Rocky Barker

The writer works for the Idaho Falls
Post-Register.

Hewlett’s ranch management.
“It gives the lie to noble words
about stewardship and family
ranching,” Ford wrote to BLM
Director James Baca. “It says
instead that money, power and
the status quo are in the saddle
at BLM, and will stay in the
saddle.”

“The BLM didn’t stick to
its word,” says Beth Wendel,
an attorney with the National
Wildlife Federation in Denver.
“The basic environmental
destruction is bad, but the
breach of faith is especially
disturbing.”

BLM officials agree that
many proposed range improve-
ments have not been done, but
give a variety of reasons,
including budget. One con-
straint is that much of the allot-
ment is in wilderness study
areas, where BLM rules pro-

4 — High Country News — December 13, 1993

Yvonne Stone

Cows graze on the San Felipe allotment in Spring Basin, Idaho




Wildlife officer Craig Wescoatt carries Robodeer to its position

Faux deer draws faux hunters near Vail

Slowly his head moves: a three-point
rack standing tall. His body racked with
gunshot wounds, he still stands.

It’s Robodeer, the Colorado Division
of Wildlife’s most effective tool in catch-
ing hunters who illegally shoot wildlife
from their cars or the road.

Robodeer recently spent two days in
a meadow near Vail, Colo. In five hours,
DOW officers issued five tickets, four
within 40 minutes.

“Some of them tried to deny it,” said
wildlife officer Bill Andree. “Others just
grab their license and hand it over.” It is
illegal to shoot wildlife within 50 yards of
the centerline of a road in Colorado, to
spotlight deer, or to hunt at night.

Robodeer’s fiberglass form is cov-
ered with a deer hide and antlers. Airplane
motors and batteries allow wildlife offi-
cers to move Robodeer’s head by remote
control.

“We foresee him as a way to improve
hunting ethics,” said Andree. “A lot of
hunters have walked all day, they’re tired
and they see an easy way to get a deer.
We’re also trying to get them to think
about non-hunters. Think about how a
non-hunter would feel if he saw someone
shooting at-a deer from the side of the
road.”

Robodeer is the DOW’s third version
of the decoy. The first, named Elwood,
was a plywood cutout of a buck propped

up by a shovel. One roadside shooter hap-
pened to hit the shovel, sending Elwood
down in a realistic finale.

[t was so realistic, that even after she
had been ticketed, the shooter was con-
vinced the deer was real, and wanted to
clean it and take it home.

Not everyone attacks the fake deer
with guns.

Wildlife officer Bill Heicher, who
has worked with decoys in the Eagle Val-
ley for several years, says a surprising
number of passers-by shoot photos, no
doubt marveling that their subject stands
so still. And others try to scare the deer
away, probably so it won’t wander onto
the road and get hit by a car.

Andree recalls the time two men saw
the deer, jumped out of their car, then
yelled and waved their arms for 15-20
seconds while a third man stayed in the
vehicle and honked the horn. When it
didn’t move, the men took more drastic
measures. One picked up a baseball-sized
rock and flung it at the deer. The rock
connected with a loud clunk, and the
wooden deer toppled over.

“Oh sure, now you’ve killed it,” his
companions chortled. They set the decoy
back up and left.

One group of beginning hunters tried
to creep up on the decoy, all the while
expressing concern that the plywood deer
might charge and gore them.

Kathy Heicher

The wildlife officers are still chuck-
ling about the guy who sneaked up on the
decoy very slowly. The deer never
moved, and the stalker kept moving closer
and closer. Suddenly he reached out and
seized the deer by its antlers, causing it to
fall over. He meekly set it up and went on
his way. He probably never knew wildlife
officers were hiding close by.

Andree said dozens of hunters drove
by without stopping when Robodeer was
on display in October. Of the 10 hunters
who did stop, half stalked the mechanical
buck but were stopped short of taking out
the robot when DOW officers jumped out
of nearby bushes.

In the two years Robodeer has been
on duty, he has taken his share of gunshot
wounds. “Most of the shots would have
been fatal,” said Andree.

Is the decoy entrapment? “All we are
doing is providing an opportunity to break
the law,” says Heicher. “People who
shoot decoys are predisposed to do so. If
that is entrapment, then any person who
builds a bank is entrapping bank robbers.”

Robodeer is scheduled to go in for
repairs this winter and will emerge next

year with a companion, a bull elk.
— Carol Kuzdek-Laird

The writer works for the Vail/
Beaver Creek Times. Free-lancer Kathy
Heicher contributed to this report.
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How many are tbere?

The House of Representatives
~ passed a bill Oct. 26 which would
_ launch a National Biological Survey.
- Critics call the proposal to catalog all
plants and animals in the United
 States a Green Gestapo, while sup-
~ porters see it as a biological Library
of Congress. The Clinton administra-
_ tion hopes it will stave off conflicts
such as occurred in the Northwest
_ over logging and the northem spotted
owl. “If it had been done in the Pacif-
~_ic Northwest,” project advisor '
Thomas E. Lovejoy told the Los
_ Angeles Times, “we could have seen
 the trouble 12 years ago.” The bill
received a hostile reaction, howcver, .
from property- rights advocates. A
_conference commitiee determining
fundmg for the Interior Department
has allocated $163.5 rm]l:_on to the
project, and a Senate bill is expected
to be introduced early next year.

Clearcuts and the
Clearwater

Ten environmental groups that
sued the U.S. Forest Service in 1987
to block a logging plan in Idaho’s
Clearwater National Forest have
agreed to an annual cut of 80 million
‘board-feet while funhcr studies are
_ under way. The agency’s manage-
~ ment plan in 1987 expected 173 mil-
lion board-feet to be sold annually,
 but opposition in court foiled all but a
:.'_.few of the sales. Veteran Forest Ser-
_ vice biologist . Al Espinosa resigned
early this year in protest of the 1987
;jbecausc he sald II vrolated env:—- -

Arizona climbed 18 percent this year,
. reports the Washmgton Post, and at
 the Grand Canyon, the increase in
;German tourists is so dramatic that
~ many tour guides are learning to
_ speak German. Driving the Deutsch
deluge is a fascination with Western
 history, a st;ang exchange rate and a
_ love of wide open spaces. “In Europe
 they aren’t used to these humongous
__open spaces. They are really awed by
it all,” says Richard Ullmann, a

Grand Canyon park ranger. German

_ tourists also seem to differ notably
~ from many Americans, says Gary

_Booth, owner of Apache riding sta-
_bles. He characterizes the typical
- American response to the Grand
Canyon as, “OK, yeah, that’s a big

I el ol e il

~ hole.”
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Unclassifieds

THE ENDANGERED SPECIES COALI-
TION seeks Outreach Coordinators for the
Northwest and Midwest to recruit and mobi-
lize activists and work with local media to
strengthen the federal endangered species
program. Grass-roots experience required.
Salary: $25,000. Send résumé to: Endangered
Species Coalition, Grass-roots Coordinator,
666 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Washington, DC
20003. (2x22b)

PATAGONIA, ARIZONA Rothrock Cottage
for rent by the day or week. 2 bedroom cot-
tage with complete kitchen, private patio and
bicycles. Close to all birding spots in south-

THE GREATER YELLOWSTONE COALI-
TION is hiring a Field Representative to
work in the Wyoming portion of the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem on a broad range of
programs and issues, and to develop active
constituencies. For a detailed job description,
please write to GYC, Box 1874, Bozeman,
MT 59771, or call 406/586-1593. Application
deadline is Jan. 6, 1994. (4x21b)

“OUTDOOR PEOPLE AD-Venture” lists 60-
word descriptions of active, outdoor-oriented
singles and trip companions nationwide.
$3/issue, $12/ad. Outdoor People-HCN, P.O.
Box 600, Gaston, SC 29053. (6x19p)

HOUSE EXCHANGE. We are planning to
spend a few weeks in the U.S.A. next sum-
mer (’94) and would like to arrange a house
swap with a family interested in staying in
England for a similar period. Elizabeth and I
have two children aged 12 and 14. We live in
Somerset in the West Country, in a 3-4 bed-
room house and run a three-acre organic
holding. If you are interested and would like
further details, please do contact us. Martin
Wall, Ginger Farm, West Monkton, Taunton,
Somerset, TA2 8NN, England. Tel day:
0884/243090. Evenings 0823/412837.
(3x23b)

Deadline Jan. 14. (2x23b)

low Jacket Solar, Box 60H, Lewis, CO 81327.

MONTANA WILDERNESS ASSOCIA-
TION seeks Central Montana (Great Falls)
community organizer to increase public sup-
port for wilderness. Communication and
organizing skills required. $18,000-
20,000/yr. Full job description from MWA,
Box 635, Helena, MT 59624 (406/443-7350).

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CATALOG for
remote homes. Solar electric, wind, hydroelectric
generators, wood-fired hot tubs, composting toi-
lets and more. $2.50, refundable with order. Yel-

eastern Arizona. For brochure and informa-
tion please call or write to: P.O. Box 526,
Patagonia, AZ 85624 or 602/394-2952.

In the Words of o

OUTDOOR SINGLES NETWORK, estab- GUESS WHAT? NO SALT or

lished bi-monthly newsletter, ages 19-90, no CHEMICALS for your THE GREATER
forwarding fees, $3571-year. $T/rial issue Edward Abbey WHOLEHOUSE WATER YELLOWSTONE COALITION
and information. OSN-HCN, P.O. Box 2031, SOGIETY IS : S_OFTENI!NG! _ IS SEARCHING FOR A NEW
McCall, ID 83638. (6x17p) LIKE A STEW Highly Efficient, Inexpensive EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
el Electro-ionic '
IF YeU BON'T Revolutionary process incorporates One of the nation's premier regional

environmental organizations, head-
quartered in Bozeman, seeks a

KEEP IT STIRRED UP,
YoU GET A LoT oF

systems tested and proven for
years across the United States,

BEYOND SGUM ©N TeoP. giving you NON-CHEMICAL, NO person with strong 'eadegship

BOOKS Edward Abbey SALT water softening in all your hot qualities who will have a deep

g : and cold water faucets, including commitment to the well being of the

ciety $5.00 add $2S/H | outside Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.

The Western Nature : The capacity to deal with a wide

Rubber Stamps featuring the
irreverent wit & general world
view gleaned from Ed Abbey's

writings. For flyer of Abbey

quotes, Send 29 cent S.AS.E.

48 pg Rubber Poet Catalogue

(includes Abbey quotes)
$2.00/ refundable
Rubber Poet, Box 1011-HC,

Rockville, Utah 84763

Standard systems designed for
whole-house, commercial, industrial
and municipal use.
Do yourself a favor and go with
the best, Aqua-TRON's top tech-
nology in the water softfening
field. Dealer inquiries welcome,
Phone or write:

Aqua-TRON Soft.

Water for Home and Industry
P.O.B. 1311
Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone 316/225-0563

range of environmental issues and
experience with public policy
processes are required. Knowledge
of the West is a plus. Communica-
tions and fund-raising skills are
expected. He/she will head a staff
of 17 administering an annual
budget of $1 million. To apply, con-
tact E.K. Hamilton, 10 Universal
City Plaza, Ste. 1960, Los Angeles,
CA 91608; phone 818/509-7339
(voice); 818/509-7331 (fax).

J

and Environment Book Store

Native Americana
Fiction of the New West

The complete works of
Edward Abbey

We love mail orders!
If you read about it in HCN, we can ship it.

P.O. Box 387
Moab UT 84532
(801) 259-5154

& SUPPORT GRASS-ROOTS ACTIVISM ‘
Today's important environmental battles are being fought and

won at the local level. That's why the work of New West Research is so
essential. New West Research aids activists on the frontlines with a wide
variety of support services, ranging from public relations and networking
to research and bureaucracy-busting. Issues we've worked on run the
gamut from wildlife protection and grazing reform to free speech and cor-
porate accountability.

Please help support the work of grass-roots activists with a tax-
deductible donation. Make your check payable to New West Research/
- Tides Foundation and send to P.O. Box 401, Santa Fe, NM 87504 or call
i Pat Wolff at 505/989-1663 for more information. Thank you!

Stop them from

undermining Yellowstone

and cover an area the size of 69 football

fields.

w [n 1993, Noranda paid a $205,900

settlement to the state of Montana for
violating water

| quality regulations

for 18 months at

its mine near

worldwide for its geysers, trout
streams, buffalo, elk and
threatened grizzly
bear, the park is
the heart of one of
the last large,

J

natural ecosystems Libby, in
in the contiguous northwestern
48 states. Montana.
Using a 121- w The mine,
increased human

year-old mining
law, long overdue
for reform, the
Canadian-based
Noranda Minerals,
plans to mine gold
within 2 1/2 miles
of Yellowstone Park, threatening the

| activity, and traffic

. on the roads near

the mine will bring

"major impacts to
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WETLANDS AT A DISTANCE

The managers of the Telluride ski
resort in western Colorado recently
reached a settlement with the EPA in a suit
over the largest wetland violation in Col-
orado history. Telluride Co. destroyed 40
acres of wetland while building condos,
restaurants, golf course fairways, parking
lots and roads in the late 1980s. The settle-
ment requires the company to pay
$185,000 in fines and create 42 acres of
wetland, although only 15 of those acres
will be in the Telluride watershed. The
remaining wetland restoration is slated for
farmland near Montrose, Colo., more than
60 miles away. David Cooper, a fish and
wildlife biology professor at Colorado
State University whose wetland mapping
uncovered the violation, calls the settle-
ment a rotten deal. “Those wetlands were
invaluable to the ecosystem,” he says. The
U.S. Justice Department will decide
whether to accept the settlement after a 30-
day public comment period ends in
December. Comments go to Gary S. Guzy,
Environmental Defense Section, Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Division, U.S.
Department of Justice, Room 7328, 10th
and Pennsylvania Avenues, N.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20530. List for reference,
U.S. v. The Telluride Company, et al., DJ
Reference Number 90-5-1-4-293.

LET THE MARKET HELP

In the late 1980s, the non-profit
Defenders of Wildlife helped smooth
recovery of the endangered gray wolf
in Montana by offering to pay ranch-
ers if wolves killed their livestock.
The program worked so well, says
project director Hank Fischer, that
Defenders began offering $5,000 to
any Montana landowner who could
prove that wolf pups had been born
and raised to adulthood on private
land. Now, Defenders has issued a
report, Building Economic Incentives
into the Endangered Species Act, that urges
Congress to use the marketplace on behalf
of endangered plants and wildlife. Since 50
percent of all endangered species in the
U.S. live solely on private land, the 130-
page report says support from landowners
is crucial. In 14 articles, economists, envi-
ronmentalists and federal agency staffers
propose a range of market mechanisms,
such as tax incentives and penalties, con-
servation easements, land exchanges, cred-
its for habitat protection and cooperative
management. The report, edited by Wendy
Hudson, costs $5 from Defenders of
Wildlife, Northwest Regional Office, 0434
S.W. Iowa St., Portland, OR 97201
(503/293-1433).

MONTANA’S DISAPPEARING
WETLANDS

As Congress prepares to revise wet-
lands protection in the Clean Water Act,
the Montana Audubon Council has
released a 30-page study showing the
state’s wetlands need immediate help. Pro-
tecting Montana’s Wetlands: An Overview
of Montana’s Section 404 Program says
Montana’s wetlands are rapidly being
“nickeled and dimed out of existence.”
Under national policy, isolated wetlands
under 10 acres — equal to about seven
football fields — are considered of limited
value. As a result, federal agencies granted
almost 1,000 permits in Montana between
January 1991 and August 1993, authoriz-
ing, without study, construction of boat
ramps, electric power lines, road crossings,
riverbank stabilization and numerous other
projects. Because of inadequate funding
and staffing levels “it is impossible for the
Army Corps of Engineers or a concerned
public to really know the extent of wet-
lands losses,” the report found. In addition
some 800 permits for larger construction
projects were granted during the same time
period. Only nine permits were denied.
The $4 report, researched and written by
Janet Ellis, Tim Baker, Lynn Tennefoss
and Dave Ross, can be ordered from the
Montana Audubon Council, P.O. Box 595,
Helena, MT 59624 (406/443-3949).

Cathy Schwartz/University of Washington

SALMON SYMPOSIUM

The University of Washington will
host a three-day seminar, “Pacific Salmon
and their Ecosystems,” Jan. 10-12 in Seat-
tle. Speakers include Rep. Jolene Unsoeld,
D-Wash., Willa Nehlsen of the Pacific
Rivers Council and more than 40 experts
representing the fishing industry, state and
federal agencies and academia. Topics
include salmon breeding and migration, the
causes of decline and questions science has
yet to answer. For more information, con-
tact Deanna J. Stouder, Fisheries Research
Institute, School of Fisheries, WH-10, Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195
(206/685-2724).

WILDERNESS POETS LOOKOUT
The Utah Wilderness Association is

sponsoring its ninth annual wilderness
poetry competition. Contestants may enter
any unpublished poetry celebrating wilder-
ness, its preservation, its life and values, or
its spiritual nature. Poems may be in any
style but no more than 40 lines
in length. First prize is $100,
and the best six will be pub-
lished in the UWA Review in
June. Deadline is Feb. 15. To
enter, send two copies of each
poem — one with your name,
address and phone number and
the other solely with the print-
ed poem — along with $3 per
poem to Poetry/UWA, 455
East 400 South, #306, Salt
Lake City, UT 84111
(801/359-1337).

LOOK MA, NO TREES
In an effort to eliminate
environmental damages associ-
ated with the timber industry,
an Oregon company is offering
paper made without wood.
Tree Free EcoPaper sells paper
products made from 50 percent
hemp and 50 percent cereal
straw. The result is acid-free,
unbleached and contains no
dioxins. While marijuana is
illegal to possess in this coun-
try, hemp fiber is legal. Citing
a government report, the com-
pany says the hemp plant can
produce four times more paper per acre
than trees. The company has provided sam-
ples of its paper to Oregon state agencies
as part of a campaign by environmental
groups. EcoPaper is available in a variety
of sizes and forms. Contact Tree Free
EcoPaper, 121 SW Salmon, Suite
1100, Portland, OR 97204 (503/295-
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Lou Ann HerrittMontana Audubon Council

BOMBING IDAHO’S HIGH DESERT :
The Air Force wants to turn a swath
of southwest Idaho’s high desert into a
bombing range. In a draft environmental
impact statement released Nov. 5, the
Air Force proposed to designate much of
Owyhee County as the Big Springs
Training Range. The controversial plan
would create a 20,000-acre target area,
with planes from the nearby Mountain
Home Air Force Base flying up to 70
missions a day. In one year, planes
would drop over 24,000 dummy bombs
and tons of radar-jamming aluminum
chaff. Idaho Gov. Cecil Andrus strongly
supports the plan, which involves a
20,000-acre land exchange between the
state of Idaho and the Bureau of Land
Management. It would also restrict public
use of 200,000 acres of Owyhee canyon-
lands, which include 15 wilderness study
areas, a National Historic Cultural District,
Native American burial grounds and three
rivers proposed for wild and scenic desig-
nation. The project is opposed by over a
dozen state and national environmental
groups, led by the Owyhee Canyonlands
Coalition in Boise (208/343-8153). The
Air Force, BLM and state of Idaho will
hold joint public hearings on the plan in
Grand View, Boise, Twin Falls and Moun-
tain Home, Idaho, Jan. 11-15. Copies of
the draft EIS are available from Mountain
Home Air Force Base (208/828-6800).
Comments on the proposal may be sent to
Butch Peugh, BLM Idaho State Office,
3380 Americana Terrace, Boise, ID 83706.

Wendy Roberts/Women Climbing

PUT HER AT THE TOP

Following a stunning 1992 edition,
Women Climbers Northwest has released
its 1994 Women Ciimbing engagement cal-
endar. The calendar is packed with high-
lights of women’s climbing events, essays
by women climbers and 54 photos of
women’s expeditions around the world.
The calendar is a memorial to climbers
Kathy Phibbs and Hope Barnes, who died
in the Washington Cascades, and profits
are used to promote women’s climbing.
Highlights of the 1994 calendar include
more colorful quotes from Phibbs” alter-
ego, the eccentric climbing leader, “Miss
Dish,” who said in the 1992 calendar,
“Though it is important that we reach the
top (because that is where lunch is), this
expedition’s goals are not assault and con-
quest.” Calendars are $12.95 each, and
may be bought in bookstores or ordered
directly from Women Climbers Northwest,
P.O. Box 20573, Seattle, WA 98102.

— Dave Frey
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Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania
Susan La Flesche Picotte, a mem-

ber of Nebraska’s Omaha Tribe,
was the first Native American
physician. Educated in Victorian
culture by the Connecticut Protes-
tant missionary women who

were her sponsors, she graduated
from the Woman’s Medical Col-
lege of Pennsylvania in 1889. She
returned to the reservation and
opened her own hospital in 1913.

ESTERN WOMEN

(4 WILD WITH JOY!” read

the headline in the Queen

Bee, in November 1893. The exuber-

erance was great because Colorado men

had voted to extend the franchise to

women in their state, and the hope was
that other states would follow.

Women did win the ballot else-
where, and their first victories were all in
the West. Nationally, the crusade women
waged was one of the longest political
struggles in U.S. history. It began in
Seneca Falls, N.Y., in 1848, and culmi-
nated in 1920 with the 19th Amendment.
But by then, millions of women in West-
ern states were already voting in state
and federal elections.

By 1914, three years before women
had a political voice in any eastern state,
they could vote in every Rocky Mountain
and Pacific state except New Mexico.

“Between 1870 and 1910, women in
33 states tried 480 times to get a
women’s suffrage referendum on the
ballot,” says Carolyn Stefanco, head of

Jubilant women on the front page of the Queen Bee, 1893

the women’s history department at Cali-
fornia Polytechnic University. The 480
campaigns resulted in 33 referendums
and two victories: Colorado, 1893, and
Idaho, 1896. After a lull, a new round of
Western victories began with Washing-
ton in 1910; California, 1911; Arizona,
1912; Kansas, 1912; Oregon, 1912;
Montana, 1914; then Nevada, 1914.

Utah was a special case. A Mormon-
dominated legislature gave women the
vote in 1870. In 1887, the U.S. Congress
took it away in an attempt to suppress
polygamy. The Mormon church official-
ly gave up the practice of plural marriage
in 1890 and six years later, Utah became
a state under a constitution that restored
the ballot to women.

Women first gained the right to vote
in Wyoming. The Wyoming territorial
legislature made the decision in 1869,
and women kept the ballot when
Wyoming became a state in 1890. Col-
orado followed and became a model for
other states. But women failed to get
results nationally until suffrage became a
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mass move-

ment.
A net-
work of

women’s vol-
untary associ-
ations was
key to Col-
orado’s suc-
cess, says
Stefanco.
Groups like
the Women’s
Christian
Temperance
Union, aid
societies, lit-
erary clubs,
labor unions
and African-
American
women’s
clubs became the backbone of the net-
work.

The rise of the Populist party was also
a factor in both Colorado and Idaho. Its

Colorado Historical Society

Colorado Historical Society

Rural and working women like this nearly all-female crew
at the Paonia Canning Factory in western Colorado helped
the campaign for women’s suffrage.

grass roots were rural granges and other
farmers’ associations, in which women
voted and held office. Colorado elected a
Populist governor in 1892, and in Colorado,
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the Populists endorsed women’s suffrage.
In 1893, when the silver panic hit,
women’s organizations were able to furn
the depression to their advantage. After
thousands of jobless miners descended on
Denver, filling a huge tent city, women
went to their aid and promised men they
would vote to help the state’s economy.
Western press women also played a
role by answering critics and boosting
morale. “We are aware of the jealousies
of many husbands in regard to any pub-
lic work which the wife may be interest-
ed in,” wrote Caroline Nichols Churchill,
publisher of the Queen Bee. “But women

Abigail Scott Duni-
way, at left, voting in
1914 in Oregon. Duni-
way campaigned for
women’s rights and
agrarian reform in
Oregon, Washington,
Idaho and Nevada.
She published the
New Nortbwest, a
paper that was a pri-
mary force in the
women’s movement
of the region (Oregon
Historical Society).

Jeannette Rankin, left, a Montana
native, was a social worker who
said that without a political
voice, women were power-
less to change their lives.
Rankin worked on suffrage
campaigns in Washington
and South Dakota, and led
Montana women to victo-
ry in 1914, Two years
later she became the first
woman elected to the U.S.
Congress. A staunch paci-
fist, Rankin was the only
member of Congress to
vote against both world
wars (Montana Historical
Society, Helena).

Caroline Nichols Churchill, at
left, published a pro-suffrage
paper from her home in
Denver, reaching five
Western states. The
paper, the Queen Bee,
and its predecessor, the
Antelope, were full of
philosophy, news, trav-
el writing, sarcasm and
humor. Churchill flout-
ed the conventions of
the day by traveling
without a male chaper-
one and aiding a Chi-
nese immigrant during
an anti-Chinese riot in
Denver (Denver Public
Library Western History
Department).

should remember that all the evils of
society are caused by the bad manage-
ment of men, and women are greatly to
blame for folding their hands and permit-
ting this state of things.” "‘Churchill
reached five Western states with her
Denver-based paper.

From Portland, Ore., Abigail Scott
Duniway started publishing the New
Northwest in 1871, and campaigned for
women’s rights for four decades before
she authored Oregon’s Equal Suffrage
proclamation in 1912. In a typical year
of campaigning throughout Oregon,
Washington, Idaho and Nevada, Dunni-

The Becker sisters branding, 1894, in-the San Luis Valley, Colorado. It was

Colorado Historical Society

hard to argue that women shouldn’t have a political voice when their eco-
nomic contributions on ranches and homesteads were so important.

Colorado Historical Society
In turn-of-the-century Denver, Colorado, African American women

were part of the club movement that worked for suffrage and other
social reform.

e

Colorado Historical Society

Colorado’s Hispanic southern counties voted against women’s enfran-
chisement, but suffrage leaders did little organizing in those areas.

way once calculated, she gave 181 lec-
tures, wrote 400 columns, canvassed for
subscriptions, traveled 3,000 miles by
stage, rail, steamer, buggy, buckboard
and afoot “and endured more than the
usual quota of persecution, hypocrisy,
malice, gossip and hate,” writes biogra-
pher Ruth Moynihan in Rebel for Rights.

Colorado’s centennial of women’s
suffrage has given historians an opportu-
nity to review the question: Why were
women able to break into politics so
much earlier in the West?

In the past, Western historians
argued that women’s suffrage was an
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example of how the West was more
democratic than the East.

If not more democratic, the West was
still forming, and barriers to change were
not entrenched, says historian Richard
White, author of It’s Your Misfortune and
None of My Own. Some historians also
point out that women had earned equality
early on homesteads and ranches, making it
difficult to argue that politics was too much
for their “pretty little heads.”

— Becky Rumsey

The writer free-lances in Boulder,
Colorado.




Hail to

chief ...

continued from page 1

So when the offer became official
last month, he accepted. Formerly the
agency’s chief wildlife biologist, he took
over the helm of an embattled Forest
Service that has suffered a precipitous
decline in public trust. His domain cov-
ers 29,000 employees and an annual
budget of $3.5 billion.

To some observers, Thomas evokes
comparisons to Aldo Leopold, the father
of ecology. But Chris Maser of Corval-
lis, Ore., author of many books on sus-
tainable forestry, compares Thomas to
Gifford Pinchot, the charismatic first
chief who gave the agency a strong con-
servation ethic at the turn of the century.

“Like Pinchot, Thomas is a star
marketer of ideas,” Maser says. Maser
points out that Thomas has been thor-
oughly tested in his work on ancient
forests and the spotted owl. The 6-foot-
2-inch, 250-pound former high school
running back charged through seemingly
impenetrable walls erected by loggers
and environmentalists with a scientifical-
ly defensible plan.

“He’s got the scientific background.
He’s rock solid — as solid as any human
being I have ever met — and he’s incor-
ruptible. He can’t be bought,” Maser
says.

Before his appointment, critics
charged that because he was not a mem-
ber of the Senior Executive Service, he
would be a political appointee. Sen.
Larry Craig, an Idaho Republican who
receives hefty PAC contributions from
the timber indus-
try, said of his
potential
appointment,
“The administra-
tion risks
destroying the
esprit de corps
and management
professionalism
that has long
been a part of
the Forest Ser-
vice.”

Added Sen.
Max Baucus, D-
Mont., who pushed a funding measure
earlier this year to open up the de facto
wilderness lands for logging, “I recog-
nize that Jack Ward Thomas is a career
professional, and I do not question his
ability to serve as chief. I am concerned,
however, that the door has been opened
to appointment of a chief in the future
based solely on politics, not professional
qualifications.”

This sounds like the end of the
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Like Gifford Pinchot, the
agency’s first chief, Jack

Ward Thomas is a “star
marketer of ideas,” says
environmental writer

Chris Maser.

I I e S el

Jack Ward Thomas

world is at hand, said Washington, D.C.-
based columnist Larry Swisher, who
called the attacks ironic. “Those crying
the loudest helped make the agency a
pawn of political pressure and biased it
toward timber production,” he said.

Boise State University political sci-
ence professor John Freemuth noted it
would have been
difficult for the
Clinton adminis-
tration to find a
reformer among
the Senior Execu-
tive Service. The
agency has been
notorious for pro-
moting only “tim-
ber beasts and
foresters” to top
positions,
Freemuth says.

The SES was
created in the late
1970s, and only the latest chief, F. Dale
Robertson, was promoted directly from
its ranks. “The Forest Service needed
some new blood, somebody who still
understood the agency, but wasn’t sub-
ject to the bias,” Freemuth says. “The
question of who should lead the agency
shouldn’t be a question of exclusive
choice, but to find the person with the
right skills and perspective that’s needed
to move the agency ahead.”
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ment will be struggling
with bringing that philo-
sophical position into
actual land-management
practice.”

That’s his mission,
Thomas says: Building a
sustainable future for the
nation’s forests by trying
to manage for all of the
forest’s parts, not just the
trees.

Watch for the agen-
cy’s funding priorities to
shift more toward fish,
wildlife, research and
endangered species pro-
grams. Watch for fewer
clearcuts, less attention to
timber harvest targets and
more focus on retaining
biodiversity and the over-
all health of ecosystems.
To help define the con-
cept, Thomas paraphrases
Leopold:

“The first rule of
intelligent tinkering is to
save every cog and
wheel,” he says. “If you
throw away pieces, soon-
er or later you're going to
throw away the drive
shaft ... So now, we’re
trying to shift away from
thinking about how, in
the forestry sense, do 1
cut down this stand of
trees and generate it, to
thinking about what does
this stand of trees have to
do with the entire sys-
tem?

“And how do I not

Tom Treick/The Oregonian

By nearly all accounts, Thomas is
precisely the man for the job.

Watch what we do

The new chief began his career 37
years ago as a game biologist for the
state 6f Texas. But the native Texan
soon came north and west, and has spent
more than half of his working life — 20
years — in sleepy La Grande, Ore., a
Boise Cascade mill town on the edge of
the Blue Mountains. The interview with
Thomas took place just a few days
before he left for Washington, D.C,, in
his cluttered office at the U.S. Forest
Service Range and Habitat Lab in La
Grande.

Although he left Texas long ago,
you’d never know it from his voice. The
burly, deep-voiced Thomas is still
marked by a distinctive southern drawl.

He’s the kind of guy who might
quote Shakespeare in one breath and tell
a down-home joke in the next.

With the weight of his new job
approaching, and the burden of his
wife’s cancer upon him, his usual upbeat
manner is muted until he begins to talk
about Leopold and ecosystem manage-
ment.

“We’re going to move to some yet-
not-quite-crystal-clear concept of man-
agement called ecosystem management,”
he says. “I think everyone in the natural
resources management field in govern-

only cut it and regenerate
it once, but how do I do it
100 times, how do I do it
1,000 times, and then how do I do it and
still maintain the integrity and beauty
and functions of the ecosystem?

“That may sound rather esoteric, but
I don’t think we’ve thought about it that
way in the past.”

Thomas admits that man does not
fully understand the complexities of the
forest, and so he will advocate that the
agency proceed cautiously to save
“every cog and wheel.” He recalls Frank
Egler, “one of my heroes,” a pioneering
ecologist who says, “Ecosystems are not
only more complex than we think,
they’re more complex than we can think
... So we’re operating from an incom-
plete textbook.”

Thomas is no stranger to textbooks.
With the aid of many other scientists, he
has either written or edited several texts
on which modern forestry and wildlife
management are based. He co-authored
the book, Wildlife Habitats in Managed
Forests, which prescribed the needs of
wildlife in the Blue Mountains of Ore-
gon afid Washington.

He also was co-editor of Elk of
North America — Ecology and Manage-
ment, voted the outstanding academic
book of 1982-83 by Choice, the review
publication of the American Library
Association.

As chief of research at the Range
and Habitat Lab in La Grande, he has
overseen research projects on the effects




of livestock grazing on riparian areas,
the value of riparian areas for fish and
wildlife, and resolving conflicts among
timber harvesting, elk, deer, livestock
and man. He’s also overseeing a forest
research project in Poland.

Thomas says even as the
agency rethinks its mission it will
have to use forests to meet some
societal demands. He recognizes,
for instance, that Americans’
appetite for wood products is
increasing. At the same time,
over-harvesting, endangered
species restrictions for spotted
owls and salmon, and other factors
have reduced the cut from national
forests from a peak of 11 billion
board-feet in 1989, to about 4 bil-
lion board-feet in 1993. Forest
Service timber officials do not
expect harvest levels to increase
much beyond 4-5 billion board-
feet for at least the next several
years, a period of readjustment.

Research and science will
help frame the options for devel-
opment, Thomas says, but ulti-
mately the decision on how to pro-
ceed is a political one shaped by
the people, the Congress and the
executive branch, he says.

“We’re going to exploit that
system, but how do we do it
responsibly?” he asks. “We’re
searching for the balance between
exploitation and long-term sur-
vival. Whoever comes after us will
have to live on this planet, too.”

Thomas recognizes that
ecosystems have not been fully
defined. He suggests that water-
sheds will be the first point of ref-
erence as the “building blocks” of
larger ecosystems. Larger-scale
studies will help determine the
broad boundaries of ecosystems
such as the Great Basin, coastal
forests and Northern Rockies.

To help guide the agency
toward ecosystem management,
Maser hopes that Thomas will
write a new vision for the Forest
Service and outline an implement-
ing strategy for that vision. Pin-
chot’s version — “the greatest
good for the greatest number of
people in the long run” — is out of
date, he says.

“Jack needs to define the
components of a sustainable for-
est, decide how to reinvest biological
capital in the forest, and determine how
much we can remove for our use in a
sustainable manner,” Maser says. “It
needs to be like a figurehead on the bow
of the ship so everyone in the agency
knows the preamble.”

Thomas says an immediate problem
is that polarized political interests have
battered the Forest Service. He calls
their representatives “gladiators” — full-
time paid professionals who “fight hard
and sometimes dirty.”

In order to move beyond the saving
of individual speciess while ignoring or
damaging others, Thomas has suggested
weakening the Endangered Species Act,
National Forest Management Act or
National Environmental Policy Act, or
all three. That, of course, would be con-
troversial with environmentalists.

“We cannot continue along our pre-
sent path of dealing with the assured
welfare of individual species as con-
straints, and outputs of goods and ser-
vices as objectives,” Thomas said in a
recent speech at Oregon State Universi-

ty. “The questions are bigger and more
complex ... We must learn to prevent the
creation of threatened species rather than
performing heroic management feats to
pull species back from the brink of
extinction.”

Dissension within the agency

Within the Forest Service ranks,
some employees are reportedly excited
by Thomas’ appointment; others, includ-
ing some of the 70 supervisors who
signed the letter opposing his appoint-
ment, may be anxious.

Some critics, such as Jeff DeBonis,
founder of the Association of Forest Ser-
vice Employees for Environmental Ethics,
have suggested that the new chief needs to
clean house. “Most of the regional foresters
should be changed, and a lot of the forest
supervisors,” he urges.

Thomas is cagey when asked if
heads will roll. Many of the agency’s
30,000 employees will bend with the
new direction, he predicts, and those that
don’t may want to take early retirement
or move on.

Jack Ward Thomas on “Shadow” in the Eagle Cap Wilderness

The agency employs a number of
people who are at retirement age, and
they may leave regardless of whether
they fit in. “There will be a significant
turnover and a lot of people retiring, but
that should not be interpreted to mean
that I'm running around with a
broadsword,” Thomas says.

Thomas expects to replace those
who retire “with the best and the bright-
est that I can get ... We need people with
all kinds of talents in all kinds of places,
and the service is full of them.”

As for other programs, such as
recreation on national forests, Thomas is
likely to be an advocate, but says he’ll
look for partnership projects and innova-
tive funding ideas. Thomas is an active
whitewater boater, horse packer and
hunter.

Bill Brown, a retired wildlife biolo-

Bill Brown

Se Stuebner
Thomas in his La Grande, Oregon, office at the Range and Forest Wildlife Habitat Lab

gist in La Grande, Ore., and a close
friend, says he showed Thomas his first
Rocky Mountain elk in 1973. “I realized
this guy is worth spending some time on.
He’ll absorb it and take it from there.
He’s a brilliant man who doesn’t let it
show.”

Part of the education was
drinking 190-proof alcohol mixed
with Tang in elk camp in the
Wallowa Mountains of northeast
Oregon. Brown and Thomas have
brought many high-powered For-
est Service officials and polifi-
cians into their favorite spots in
the woods to speculate about the
future.

After the two took then For-
est Service Chief Max Peterson
on an elk-hunting trip in the
1980s, the chief tripled funding
for fish, wildlife and recreation,
and it cleared Congress. The fol-
lowing year, the Pacific North-
west region went from having
one fish biologist to 66, Brown
recalls.

On these lobbying trips,
“Jack’s the cook and I’'m the
packer,” Brown adds.

Thomas is well aware that
recreation trails have fallen into
disrepair and desperately need
attention. “When the new chief
has to walk on a trail that he’s
afraid to ride a horse on, you’ve
got to figure that he knows what
the problems are and that some-
thing might happen,” he says.

Thomas started his new job
in Washingten, D.C., on Dec. 1.
He’ll oversee an associate chief,
six deputy chiefs (one each for
research, administration, state
and private forestry, international
forestry, and programs and legis-
lation). Also under his command
are eight research stations, nine
regions, 155 national forests, 20
national grasslands and 71 exper-
imental forests in the 191.5 mil-
lion-acre national forest system.

It’s a tall order, especially
given the kind of transition that’s
expected.

“This is Jack’s moment in
history,” says Maser. “If Clinton
and Gore will stand behind him
the way Roosevelt backed up
Pinchot, I know Jack can do this.
I believe in him.”

Margaret Thomas plans to join Jack
in Washington after the Christmas holi-
day. With the help of President Clinton,
she has been made eligible for the best
medical treatment possible, and has begur.
some experimental therapy to improve the
quality of her life, Thomas says. “That
still doesn’t improve her life expectancy.”

In an interview with The Oregonian,
Thomas told Kathie Durbin that his wife
is “as tough as wet leather.”

Meg, as friends call her, hopes that
the chief’s job will help keep Jack occu-
pied when she dies. “He can work
through his grief through his work,” she
said. “This is one of the reasons I
encouraged him to do this. It’s important
to him and it’s important to me.” Wl

Steve Stuebner writes in Boise,
Idaho.
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Ranger prods and
pulls her district
in a new direction

by Nan Chalat

Melissa Blackwell, 38, thinks of
herself as part of a historic shift at the
U.S. Forest Service.

The shift began two years ago, she
says, when her agency celebrated its
100th birthday and issued new march-
ing orders: Move from commodity pro-
duction to stewardship of the land.

This came just as Blackwell was
taking over as district ranger on Utah’s
Wasatch-Cache National Forest, per-
haps a textbook example of an area
experiencing conflicts over traditional
use and new demands. Trying to turn
the agency’s priorities into action has
not been a breeze, Blackwell admits.
One local rancher declared “she
couldn’t pour pee out of a boot if the
instructions were written on the sole.”

Friends taped that line, quoted in a
local newspaper, to an old cowboy boot
and presented it to her for Christmas.
She keeps it in her office as a reminder
that stress levels are high and that “a
sense of humor is a must.”

Ranchers were the first to feel the
effects of the new forest policy, but
recreational users won’t be far behind,
Blackwell says. She runs the Kamas
District, which encompasses the most
heavily used parts of the spectacular
Uinta Mountains. For generations its
wooded slopes have provided timber,
water, minerals, forage and oil. At the
same time the Uintas have become a
magnet for outdoor enthusiasts from
Salt Lake City.

When Congress passed the Cre-
ative Act of 1891, seiting aside a net-
work of forest reserves managed by the
Department of Agriculture, those lands
were perceived mainly as storehouses
for various commodities, Blackwell
says.

“There was a whole era when ... a
range conservationist’s focus was red
meat and timber,” she says. Now as a
“new guard” moves into management
positions, a collision is inevitable. “It’s
a value system, and that doesn’t change

. easily. It’s almost like religion.”

When Blackwell arrived in Kamas,
Utah, in 1990, she found a small ranch-
ing community with one grocery, a
movie theater, two gas stations and
three sawmills.

Working ranches surround the
town on the north, south and west. To
the east lie the Wasatch-Cache and
Ashley national forests. The busiest
intersection is the turnoff to Highway
150, a 70-mile-long scenic byway that
traverses the forest to a height of
10,600 feet, providing access for people
who fish its hundreds of alpine lakes or
hike or ride its trails.

Scattered among the fun-seekers
are those who make their living from
the forest: timbercutters, sheepherders
and ranchers, all of whom pretty much
regard the rest of the activity as a nui-
sance.

An environmental impact state-
ment documenting the effects of multi-

ple use — and of cattle grazing in par-
ticular — was already under way when
Blackwell took over as district ranger.
Two years of study of current grazing
practices on just a portion of the Kamas
District had already produced reams of
data and heated public hearings.

Nevertheless, Blackwell sent the
experts back into the field for another year
of study while she met with each rancher
and other special interest groups.

The studies, summed up in a 250-
page environmental impact statement,
documented environmental deteriora-
tion in the most heavily grazed areas of
the 72,000-acre allotment. As most of
the terrain is steep and rocky, cattle
tend to congregate in meadows and
along mountain streams that form the
headwaters of the Provo River and
Beaver Creek. Cows have trampled the
plants whose roots held streambanks
together, causing erosion.

On Jan. 14, 1993, Blackwell issued
a decision. From six alternatives, rang-
ing from no reduction in permits to
elimination of all grazing, Blackwell
chose a plan that requires the 13 cattle-
men who hold grazing permits to
reduce livestock numbers by 47 per-
cent. They would also have to practice
much stricter controls over the animals.

Some areas formerly within the graz-
ing allotment will be off limits until stream-
banks and meadows are rehabilitated, and
in other areas cattle must be moved before
they completely deplete forage.

Blackwell estimates that the
changes will bite off about half the
rancher’s profit margin.

The alternative preferred by envi-
ronmentalists called for a 60 percent
reduction in livestock. Rancher Ken
Woolstenhulme charged that these crit-
ics weren’t much concerned with the
land. “They are just afraid someone
will go up the trail and step in a cow
turd. That’s what it amounts to.”

During the EIS process it was clear
that campers yearned to spot an elk or
moose but not cows, which many said
“detract from a quality recreation expe-
rience.” Some said limited forage
should be reserved for their pack ani-
mals, and others worried that cattle will
leave nothing for wildlife to eat. Ranch-
ers said campers leave gates open and
pull down their fences.

Blackwell’s decision tried to miti-
gate the conflicts by reducing cattle
from 1,255 to 731, by requiring three
full-time riders to keep the cattle within
permitted areas, by installing fences to
further control the cattle, and by remov-
ing some of the most popular recreation
areas from any grazing until after Labor
Day. -

No painless answers exist, Black-
well says. “The traditional mode was
you just put the cows up there in the
spring and when it starts snowing they
come down. Now we are talking about
intensive management. Yes, I agonized.
I’ve tried to be real honest and I’ve
tried my best to explain I’m not doing
this to hurt them. But it is my obliga-

Nan Chalat

Kamas District Ranger Melissa Blackwell

tion to take action to improve
resources.”

Blackwell’s decision was perhaps
tempered by her rural Missouri roots.
Growing up as a small-town city man-
ager’s daughter in the Ozark Mountains
left her with genuine empathy for
ranchers who storm into her office in
cowboy boots and weathered Stetsons
to argue their cases.

At the same time, this botanist-
turned-forest administrator grew up
with a reverence for the environment.
Blackwell remembers how her mother
loved to pile the four children and
assorted cousins into the station wagon
for camping trips to Colorado and
Wyoming.

“My mother was an incredible
nature lover. She knew all the plants’
names. That is when [ fell in love with
the Rocky Mountains. I look at her as
my inspiration. She molded my love of
the natural world.”

During those trips, Blackwell also
remembers meeting Forest Service
rangers and thinking, ‘That’s gotta be
the ultimate job.” I had no idea I would
ever be able to do it.”

She worked up through U.S. Forest
Service ranks in the Salmon, Bridger-
Teton and Targhee national forests,
serving first as soil scientist, then
forester, resource assistant, manage-
ment analyst and now district ranger.

“The reason I moved from being a
soil scientist into management is
because I felt I could make a much big-
ger difference in a decision-making
capacity than I could in an advisory
capacity,” she says.

More decisions on the Kamas are
coming: the entire forest plan is due for
revision in 1995. That means loggers

and recreational users are next on
Blackwell’s agenda.

“The Kamas District has been
heavily timbered in the past, and to be
frank, we are scrounging now to find
places where we can harvest and still
meet environmental constraints.”

If it comes down to a choice
between the closing of a lumber mill
and violating watershed standards,
Blackwell says there is no question how
her decision will come down. Recently,
the Kamas District turned down two
timber sale proposals.

“To be honest, I don’t think this
area can support four mills — not from
public lands, anyway,” she says.

Recreation issues may turn out to
be more knotty than the timber. Last
revised in 1988, the Forest Travel Plan
maps out which segments of the forest
are open to motorized travel and which
are not.

Hikers don’t want to be trampled
by horseback riders, who in turn are
irritated by mountain bikers. Bikers
don’t want to ride alongside ATVs, and
cross-country skiers don’t want to share
the trail with snowmobiles. Firewood
cutters and hunters claim to need off-
road motorized access; environmental-
ists disagree.

Furthermore, a growing communi-
ty of private landowners, whose second
homes line the forest boundary, are
becoming increasingly intolerant of
trespassers — tegardless of their mode
of transportation. All these users, by no
coincidence, are drawn to the same
scenic meadows and streams.

“There is no doubt about it. Recre-
ation is by far the single biggest use of
this district,” says Blackwell. “This dis-
trict is just outstandingly beautiful, and
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that’s part of the trouble. If it was just
rolling sagebrush it wouldn’t attract all
the people ... and the more we see
improvement of the roads between
(here and) Salt Lake City, the more
accessible it gets.”

The growing crowds have already
taken a toll in places like Washington
Lake, where the ground is bare, tree
roots are exposed, and sanitation is a
concern. Up to now, the area has been
designated for “dispersed recreation”;
there aren’t any picnic tables or estab-
lished campsites. That will change this
summer with construction of a family
and group campground.

Maybe grazing has had a partial
“free ride,” but, Blackwell says, so has
recreation.

“The fees we collect in our camp-
grounds do not pay for the costs of operat-
ing and maintaining them. And it is not
because they aren’t full. They are full all
summer. Our maintenance supervisor fig-
ures we would have to charge $35 a night
to cover the true costs. So that’s subsi-
dized, too. Our public lands have never
been managed with the motive of profit. I
know there are a lot of taxpayers that want
to debate that.”

According to Blackwell, it’s time to
look at the forest in terms of ecosystems,
watersheds and biodiversity rather than
single commodities. “I feel we have to be
very conservative, because there is S0
much we don’t know about what effects
our actions may have.”

To cheer herself up one day last
summer, Blackwell drove up to Mirror
Lake on one of the busiest weekends. “It
just made me feel really good to see how
much people were loving it up there.
People stopped to ask us questions; it
was obvious they were city people that
hadn’t ever been up here before.

“They were just astounded by the
beauty of it. It was exciting.” W

Nan Chalat is a writer and photo-
journalist living in Oakley, Utah.
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WHO’S DOGMATIC?

Dear HCN,

David Hogan’s letter Oct. 18 told us
“in the North American puzzle of life ...
(Dhere is no place ecologically for the
sheep or cow.” We humans had also bet-
ter pack off this continent back to Europe,
Asia, Africa where — it’s more presum-
able — we have an ecological “place”
(and where we should learn a thing or two
about coexistence from the Serbs, Croats
and Bosnians).

I have more wish

GET TO THE BOTTOM
OF TROUBLE'S DEATH

Dear HCN,

[ was disturbed to read that a
hunter had found the escaped grizzly,
Trouble, and killed her (HCN,
10/18/93).

From what I have been able to
learn (I can’t seem to get phone calls
returned), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has no interest in pressing
charges against the

overzealous hunter

for the wild than for
civilization. Humans

B8 who knowingly and
( LE’l TERS ) deliberately killed an

aren’t my favorite

form of life. My temper cooks a little
further onward when I hear the dogma
and sense the core of nature-blind
wise-ass — sorry; wise-use — vindi-
cators, or religious absolutists.

But I find that I really seethe when |
hear an ecologist preach from ideology
equivalently as idiotic as those from the
other “fundamentally different belief sys-
tems that do not allow for compromise.”

“Don’t listen to anybody else but
us scientists” — is that what he’s ask-
ing? I don’t especially like saying so
while too many humans overrun the
house, but ecology — the truth that Mr.
Hogan studies — entails compromise.

Mark Mumper
Santa Cruz, California

endangered animal.
They say that the injured bear was a
threat to local residents (couldn’t the
bear have been tranquilized and relo-
cated?) and that the bear was charging
when the hunter killed her (only after
the hunter climbed a ladder and literal-
ly dropped into the bear’s den, forcing
a confrontation).

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice is charged with protecting endan-
gered species. Private citizens must
not be permitted to gun down endan-
gered animals indiscriminately. This
incident deserves a full investigation.

Tom Weis
Miami, Florida
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Editor’s Note: The letter below was
sent to Dale Didion, executive director
of Renew America, 1400 16th St. NW,
Suite 710, Washington, D.C. 20036, a
non-profit conservation group that
encourages cooperation and consensus
among environmental interests,
Copies also went to High Country
News and nine other individuals and
groups on Nov. 15,

Dear Dale Didion:

Please find enclosed the award pre-
sented to Oregon Natural Resources
Council in 1990 for its Northwest
Ancient Forest Campaign. We cannot
keep this award in good conscience after
hearing that Renew America honored
ranchers Doc and Connie Hatfield this
year for range management.

The Trout Creek project, for which
that award was given, is a failure in both
public policy and environmental protec-
tion. Obviously, Renew America graded
Doc and Connie on a curve. They are
marginally more sensitive to the envi-
ronment than the vast majority of public-
land welfare ranchers, but in absolute
terms get a failing grade like the rest of
them. Livestock have done, and are

chainsaws and bulldozers. No other
industry is allowed the unfettered foul-
ing and destruction of the environment
that public-land grazers assume to be
their right.

Andy Kerr of my staff asked that I
express his appreciation to Tina Hobason
of your staff for explaining Renew Amer-
ica’s position on the award. She cited the
Oregon Environmental Council, Oregon
Trout, Oregon Watershed Improvement
Coalition, Oregon Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion, High Country News, 1zaac Walton
League of America and National
Audubon Society as organizations
endorsing the award to the Hatfields.
These entities have vastly differing
amounts of credibility with ONRC, and
even those that we hold in high esteem on

Dear HCN,

I have been an avid reader of your
paper for a long time. I have been in
agreement with and found fault with
your articles, but always found them
thought-provoking and challenging. I
find myself especially supportive of your
views on American Indians and wolves.
I have admired you for your support of
my friends and fellow forest supervisors
Jim Nelson, Orville Daniels and Tom
Kovalicky.

You have focused three recent edi-
torials on the U.S. Forest Service and its
employees and I must take issue with
your use of information and your state-
ments of “fact.” The “Clearcut the Forest
Service” article was offensive and nar-
row, but I didn’t feel compelled to
respond. Then you made statements
about Gunnison National Forest Supervi-
sor Bob Storch that were totally
unfounded, and you have been made
aware of your errors but no corrections
have been made. The last straw was your
most recent editorial Nov. 15.

Your statement that Dr. Jack Ward
Thomas “has intense opposition from at
least two regional foresters, from 70 out
of 120 forest supervisors, and from
Robertson’s predecessor, Max Peterson”
is not just a mistake but a downright lie.
Had you read the letters from the super-

doing, more damage to this Earth than’

other issues are blowing it, in our opinion,
on the public-land grazing issue,

The only tangible result of the Trout
Creek working group was to ask for a
very large additional capital investment
from the federal government to allow
livestock grazing to continue. Not only
does this jeopardize the endangered
Lahontan cutthroat trout, it is a further
subsidy to public-land welfare ranchers
who pay the taxpayers far below fair-
market value for their forage now. If we
apply the Trout Creek “solution” to
every abused federal grazing allotment
(and assuming the proposed measures do
protect the environment), the cost to the
taxpayers would run into the billions of
dollars. The last time I checked, we still
had a federal budget deficit.

The most efficient choice, ecologi-
cally and economically, is to run the
cows off the public lands of the arid
West. Anywhere one has to talk acres
per cow, rather than cows per acre, is no
place to be grazing livestock.

Larry Tuttle
Portland, Oregon

The writer is executive director of
the Oregon Natural Resource Council,
522 Southwest Fifth Avenue, Portland,
OR 97204 (503/223-9001).

The Hatfields responded to this
letter Nov. 20.

Dear Larry Tuttle:

Thanks for sending us ’,
a copy of your letter return- 7
ing ONRC’s Renew Ameri- ’[J/
ca Award. We are very I
aware that the Trout Creek | !
Mountain Working
Group’s results do not aid
ONRC’s political goal to
“run the cows off the pub- "
lic lands.” As for tangible |
ecological results, if the

RENEW AMERICA REBUKED FOR REWARDING “WELFARE” RANCHERS

might mention that it appreciated the rest
when 3,000 mother cows were voluntari-
ly removed from its upper-elevation pas-
tures and streams in 1989, 1990 and
1991. It might say it was delighted to
find, after being grazed in 1992 and
1993 under a program designed specifi-
cally for the benefit of the endangered
Lahontan trout, thousands of new wil-
lows and aspen growing on over 100
miles of its stream banks. It undoubtably
would mention that it is relieved to have
its best (privately owned) meadow land
still producing wild hay instead of being
used for condominiums or heavily
grazed rented summer pastures.

The endangered Lahontans might
tell you that they appreciate the extra
shade and cooler water. And because the
riparian system is so much healthier
now, the modest flood in the spring of
’93 helped rather than hurt the streams.
Besides scouring out the silt and deepen-
ing the pools, this silt was deposited on
the stream banks, making the creek nar-
rower, deeper and cooler.

The real losers of the past five years
were the lawyers, as this scientifical-
ly documented ecological

plished without the
benefit of legal
action. In

improvement was accom- //, ;

mountain could speak, it

visors, regional foresters and Peterson,
you would have easily seen the opposi-
tion was to changing the position from
career civil servant to political
appointee. Jack Ward Thomas is a high-
ly respected professional and is support-
ed by Forest Service employees through-
out the nation. I have followed his work
for years and look forward to his leader-
ship.

Forest Service employees are
always thinking about the future, and our
concern was: Who would be next?
Would it be an attorney with the timber
industry that would read in our literature
that we were growing 30 billion board-
feet per year and therefore want us to cut
18 billion board-feet? Would it be some-
one who could not support any commod-
ity use of the forests, including downhill
skiing? Again, our concern was with
who came next, not with Dr. Thomas.

You then speculate as to why we
oppose Thomas — his science or his
lack of field supervisory experience.
Again, you are so far off base as to not
even be in the ball park.

Now comes the best part. You use
that excellent tool — 20/20 hindsight —
combined with personal opinion to
determine what the Forest Service
should have done to move into “harmo-
ny with the public.” You state the Forest

any event we hope you keep hammering
away. ONRC’s reaction to our award has
been of immeasurable benefit in bringing
more thinking ranchers and thinking
environmentalists together to develop
solutions for the land and people.

Doc and Connie Hatfield
Brothers, Oregon

P.S. We are enclosing a booklet on
the Trout Creek experience printed on
100 percent post-consumer waste. We
noticed your recycled paper is only 50
percent post-consumer waste, and
thought you might like to know the 100
percent is available at Peacetree Paper
Company in Portland.

The 25-page brochure, A History
of the Trout Creek Working Group, by
Doc and Connie Hatfield, is available
from the Hatfields, 503/576-2454 or by
writing to them in Brothers, Ore,,
97712.

o TRy

ATTACKS ON THE FOREST SERVICE WERE OFFENSIVE, NARROW AND WRONG

Service “does not have the right to
oppose the national consensus. Its job is
to serve the values democracy forges.” 1
don’t always agree with Congress, but I
have always assumed that they are the
elected representatives of the American
public using the democratic process. Do
you know something about national con-
sensus that is outside the congressional
process?

The Forest Service has always been
responsive to Congress. Our chiefs have
had the almost impossible task of walk-
ing-the line between the administration,
powerful committee chairmen, Congress
as a whole body, and the capabilities of
the natural resources we manage.
Congress passes legislation annually to
direct that certain products and services
are provided the public. The annual
appropriations process and final legisla-
tion is full of efforts by special-interest
groups and elected officials to get money
and direction to the Forest Service.
About one-half of the Forest Service
staff in Washington, D.C., spend the
majority of their time working with
Congress and their staffers.

I am not trying to blame all the For-
est Service actions on Congress, but to
suggest that “society has made these
decisions and it’s the Forest Service’s
job to implement them — not resist and
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second-guess them” — is to suggest that
we defy Congress and the laws they
pass. | make this statement assuming
that you have determined another way to
identify national consensus outside the
congressional process. There are large
segments of society with opinions simi-
lar to yours that are not yet represented
in all the actions of Congress or the
administration. The movement is grow-
ing, but the checks and balances and
tradeoffs may never result in actions that
will make you happy.

Chief Robertson was placing signif-
icant emphasis in two major areas:
ecosystem management and cultural
diversity in the Forest Service. To say
that he, Congress, special-interest
groups, or an administration is responsi-
ble for Forest Service actions is an over-
simplification of a complex issue and
totally ludicrous. One last question: Do
you write your editorials or do you rely
on others to research information and
arrive at conclusions you can support? If
the latter is the case, I suggest you
require a more thorough research effort,
as your and your paper’s credibility is at
stake.

Veto J. LaSalle
Glenwood Springs, Colorado
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essay by David Ehrenfeld “How do you do, ma’am?” he would say, and self and her family, as well as any medicines and X-

maybe I would get a nod. rays that were needed. My mother occasionally com-
funny thing happened to me on the road “Just a minute and I'll fix you something,” my plained to my father about the salary, but he saw a
to affluence. I have talked about it with mother answered. Then she would make a hefty sand- great many patients a day at $2 for an office visit, and
Y others often enough to discover that it is wich of whatever leftovers we had from the previous we could afford the expense.

(. a common happening and an important night’s dinner — I remember pot roast — and pour a Why tell about these things? I guess it has been
one. But before you read any further glass of milk. The man sat outside on the side steps to long brewing, but what set it off was watching a
you should know that what you are eat, and later knocked on the door to return the plate woman make a phone call. As I was driving through

‘about to encounter is presented as a middle- New Brunswick I saw her on a street corner

class problem — nobody dies in an unheated holding a tclephone receiver to her ear. At

garret, nobody is thrown out on the street with first I thought it must be a call on a police or
their meager belongings, nobody is in prison fire emergency phone, the kind attached to
as a birthright, nobody is caught in a drug run- O utility poles; then I saw, next to her, a small
ner’s crossfire. Yet for all its bourgeois set- plastic wind screen, about two feet square,
i ting, my story is about the aspirations of our with the New Jersey Bell logo on it. It was

whole society; directly or indirectly it affects passing itself off as a phone booth! A biologi-
us all. cal analogy popped into my head: The phone
What happened to me is that as I got more booth has become vestigial, like the human
affluent, I didn’t feel any richer. Affluence, appendix. Our society can no longer afford to
according to my Random House dictionary, is an provide real, outdoor phone booths, with
“abundance of money, property and other materi- : doors, to shield callers from wind, traffic
| al goods.” Setting aside quibbles about what con- : noise and garlic-eating eavesdroppers.

{ stitutes “abundance,” there is no doubt that I now I began to think about some of the other

have more money, property and other material Speculation on the nature Of Wealth things we cannot afford. Two mail deliveries a
goods than I did, say, 25 years ago — especially ( day (soon we will be down to five or less per

if books count as material goods. So why don’t | week), and ordinary first class mail that arrives
feel wealthy? 1 can best explain by starting at the day after it is sent. Furniture made out of
what was for me the beginning, solid wood, not chips glued together. Useful ser-

I grew up in a nice house in one of the bet- vices that people need, where they live. Afford-
ter residential neighborhoods of Passaic, N.J., a able helpers in the home who can work with dig-

city composed mostly of immigrants and their
{ children and grandchildren. The town of Clifton,
a more prosperous community, began one block
! over — you could tell you were leaving Passaic
! because there was a sign. (It wasn’t until T went
' to camp in Maine that [ realized that in other
parts of the country there can be space between
towns.) Our house had wood siding, two stories
plus an attic and basement, three bedrooms, and
a garage in back. It had cost my parents $6,600
— a good deal of money for a struggling young
doctor who was helping to support his bankrupt-
ed parents.
The property, narrow and moderately deep,
amounted to about one-sixth of an acre. For the
first eight or 10 years of my life, there was a
" { vacant lot next door. I remember patches of milk-
' weed inhabited by big, tiger-striped caterpillars
that tumed into monarch butterflies, even in a jar.
I also remember my feeling of loss when the
milkweed was torn up and replaced by an ugly,

nity and for fair salaries and benefits (although
this was admittedly rare in the past). Medical
care individually designed with each patient’s
total well-being in mind. A house to live in when
one is starting a family and doesn’t have a big
income. The time for casual visits with friends.
The time to take care of a dog. The peace of
mind and security to open one’s kitchen door to a
hungry stranger.

Some features of contemporary life are
wonderful improvements over the way things
were when [ was a child. There is, for example,
much more justice in today’s society, even if
there is still not enough, and there is a new
understanding of inequality. Nostalgia can be a
deadly trap if it is nothing more than a byprod-
uct of aging, but nostalgia is useful and neces-
sary when it reminds us of better ways of living
that are gone. I wouldn’t want us to return to
the world of my childhood even if we could. I
do want us to reconsider, in the full light of our

' yellow house. I could walk my affectionate but TgﬁE\D experience, how we are going to define afflu-
{ dim-witted beagle to the park nearby where there R-ro ence in the world we will live in tomorrow.
, was a pond with a water wheel, and, once, a AFFLUENCE. I think about this when I am standing in a

dozen newly hatched, jet-black snapping turtles
scuttling across the lawn to the water.

Whenever | was home sick from school, 1
got to see the daily events of the household.
Time never dragged — there was always some-
body coming to the door. The side door, next to
the kitchen, got the most traffic. I made a fort
out of the heavy, white-painted, hardwood

department store heaped with camcorders,
pocket television sets, electric knife sharpen-
ers, video games and cellular phones, but with
no salespeople in sight. These material goods
do not make us affluent; they are a smoke-
screen to hide our increasing isolation and
exploitation by corporate and political forces
outside our local communities.

| kitchen chairs, and watched the arrivals from my protect- and glass. I noticed an etiquette to these encounters: But the smokescreen is dissolving — soon we will
! ed vantage point. First was the milkman from Sisco My mother never asked any questions, the men were not be able to afford even the palliative glitter that is
_ Dairies, wanting to know how many bottles of pasteur- always polite and appreciative without being demon- much of what our industry and technology are able to
) ized, unhomogenized whole milk to deliver, and whether strative, and they expected to eat outside. Tramps were produce. When I was a child, I remember hearing on
: we needed any light or heavy cream. Then the truck from always traveling. I never saw the same one twice. the radio the postwar British speaking of austerity and
b Dugan Bakery pulled up: Did we need a coffee cake, The front door was used by the postman, who the end of empire. They were very honest about it;
hard rolls with poppy seeds or Danish pastry? The soda dropped the mail through a little slot with a hinged, even then their frankness impressed me. Now austerity
. man brought cases of seltzer water, black cherry, and the- elaborately carved iron cover. He came around 10 is nearly upon us, too, spurred on by international trade
’i fluorescently colored orange soda to which I was addict- o’clock and again, for the afternoon delivery, at 3. with its massive, socially irresponsible movements of
ed. In the late morning or early afternoon, Mr. Cohen, the When [ was old enough to write letters, I learned that capital, and by a high technology that gives us inven-
| fruit and vegetable peddler, showed up. first class mail to other parts of northern New Jersey tions without regard for their final cost and conse-
; “What’s good today?” my mother would ask. took one or two days to arrive. Other than the postman, quences. Unlike the British, we don’t speak publicly
| “I got beautiful broccoli — and cheap,” he the front door saw a stream of visitors — aunts, uncles, about austerity. It is coming just the same.
! answered. friends — who came just to talk or to consult my moth- What will we Americans do when austerity expos-
My mother looked suspicious. “All right, let me er about the various community service organizations es our latent poverty? The rage of 250 million spoiled,
see it.” Then Mr. Cohen would walk to his truck and that she helped to direct. And outside in the street there frightened children is not pleasant to imagine. I expect
bring back a head of broccoli and maybe a cauliflower was still more activity. Every few weeks, on different denial, terminal indulgence, and random, often self-
(which I hated). Haggling would begin; there were schedules, the junk man, the rag man, and the knife- destructive violence. I hope also for something better.
more trips back and forth to the truck; eventually, fruit, and-scissors-sharpening man would drive slowly by America is a-tough society: innovative, resilient, and
{ vegetables and money would change hands. ringing their bells, pausing now and then so that people still full of humor. There are many people, old and
{ In my early years, the iceman would arrive every could have time to come out of their houses and call to young, who recognize true affluence and who are
I few days, carrying a big block with his wonderful them. ~ already spreading its seeds throughout our communi-
tongs. By the time I was in third or fourth grade, a gas If my mother had an errand or appointment that ties. They may yet have their chance to demonstrate the
refrigerator replaced the icebox, and the iceman took her away from home when I was sick, there was richness that comes from a simpler, more responsible
stopped coming. That a gas flame should cool things Josephine — who did the cleaning and helped with the way of life. W
l | off seemed unnatural to me. It still does. cooking — to take care of me and to tell stories about
( Sometimes the side doorbell would ring and a working in factories and about rural life in North Car- David Ehrenfeld teaches ecology at Rutgers Universi-
shabbily dressed man with a stubble of beard would olina. Josephine received a high salary for those days, ty in New Jersey. His essay was published previously by
stand at the door. and also got from my father free medical care for her- Orion magazine, 136 E. 64th St., New York, NY 10021.
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