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Ed Marston

Standing in front of the emptied, former HCN building are, from left: Ron Leon, Diane Sylvain, Clare Moore-Murrill, Gretchen Nicholoff, Florence
Williams, Jamie Williams, Steve Pettit and Joan Leon. Kneeling from left: Linda Bacigalupi, Kay Bartlett, Betsy Marston and Heather Woodcock.
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individuals and public libraries, $34
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$1 plus postage and handling. Special
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Articles appearing in High Coumtry News are
indexed in Emvirommental Periodicals Bibliogra-
Pphy, Environmental Studies Institute, 800 Garden
St., Suite D, Santa Barbara, CA 93101.

All rights to publication of articles in this issue
are reserved. Write for permission to print any
articles or illustrations. Contributions (manu-
scripts, photos, artwork) will be welkcomed with
the understanding that the editors cannot be held
responsible for loss or damage. Enclose a self-
addressed stamped envelope with all unsolicited
submissions to ensure return. Articles and letters
will be edited and published at the discretion of
the editors.

Advertising information is available upon
request. To have a sample copy sent to a friend,
send us his or her address. Write to Box 1090,
Paonia, CO 81428. Call High Country News in
Colorado at 303/527-4898.

Printed on recycled paper:

45 percent de-inked,
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An historic move

Sunday morning, Jan. 5, 1992, was
bright, cold and historic in Paonia, Colo.,
as staff and friends of High Country
News, pushing shopping carts and dollies
and carrying objects in their hands, shut-
tled, scuttled and skidded back and forth
across Paonia’s icy Grand Avenue.

The physical distance traversed in
any one trip was small. And the move
only took from about 10 a.m. to noon.
But the smallness and briefness of the
move merely illustrated the Chinese
adage about all long journeys. The jour-
ney completed on Jan. 5 began in 1970
with a single step, when Tom Bell
founded High Country News in Lander,
Wyo.

During the intervening 22 years,
HCN has been housed in rented, general-
ly cramped and drafty and barely suit-
able quarters, first in Lander and then,
starting in 1983, in Paonia. Now, for the
first time, the paper occupies a building
it owns. Moreover, this building is sur-
prisingly elegant. Thanks to a clerestory
in the center of the 60-foot by 60-foot
building, it is light throughout. Artificial
lights (of the most efficient type on the
market) are needed only in the late after-
noon and evening.

And the building is draft-free, due to
very tight, well-insulated walls. Heat
rises up from the concrete floor, which
contains coils of circulating hot water.
We discovered how tight and well insu-
lated the building was immediately. The
furnace was accidentally turned off when
we first moved in; despite the very cold
weather, it took us more than a day to
discover the lack of heat.

The only problem results from the
building’s high-ceilinged, wall-less
design: sound carries and the large,
unsubdivided room echoes. The noise
was especially bad the first day, but once
we began hanging bulletin boards and

pictures, and learned to modulate our
voices, the problem diminished.

It will disappear when we install
window coverings and hang the flags of
the states we cover from the roof beams.
The flags will spell out HCN’s domain
and deflect and reflect sound waves that
now ricochet around the building.

With lots of help

The move came with lots of com-
munity help. Don’s Foodtown loaned us
the shopping carts. Jim Cheney, a Paonia
resident and subscriber, mentioned the
move to the town crew, and its members
plowed out the snow barrier that in snow
season runs down the center of Grand
Avenue. The crew also sanded the street
between the two buildings.

Paonia Mayor James Gall offered to
have the street closed during the move;
since it was a Sunday morning, that was
unnecessary.

The mayor, whose other hat is min-
ister of the Christian Church, also
offered HCN his blessing on that mom-
ing’s church program on KVNF, the
local public radio station. Blessings are
always necessary.

The move’s muscle was provided by
staff and neighbors. Missing from the
photo above are two key players: Robin
Nicholoff and Paul Murrill. After helping
on Sunday, Paul returned on Monday and
Tuesday to put up shelves, hang awards
and paintings, and take care of the hun-
dreds of details that turn an office into
home. And subscriber Lee Sayre, knowing
that even peaceable armies travel on stom-
achs, brought down a batch of cookies on
Sunday. They didn’t last long.

While the move itself depended on
Paonians, the building would not have
been possible without financial support
from readers around the nation.

The project still has some money to
raise, but fundraising is well along.

Moreover, as the financial report in the
next issue will show, the money for the
building was raised without reducing
HCN’s operating revenue. What a won-
derful way to begin a new year.

— Ed Marston, for the staff

One less ski area

One of only four ski areas based in a
national park has finally closed. On Jan. 7,
the National Park Service said it would not
reopen the financially strapped Hidden
Valley Ski Area in Colorado’s Rocky
Mountain National Park. Hidden Valley,
first opened in 1955, once provided eco-
nomic support for the nearby community
of Estes Park. But regional Park Service
director Robert M. Baker said, *“It just
doesn’t make sense to keep the area open
when the economic benefits to the local
community are minimal.” When the agen-
cy bought Hidden Valley for $4 million
from a concessionaire 15 years ago, it
announced that it would close the area
immediately. That plan met with immedi-
ate local opposition. The Park Service then
agreed to maintain the resort, but since
1977 it has spent over $60,000 a year to
maintain ski lifts, buildings and plow
roads, even though Hidden Valley was
licensed to a private operator. Earlier this
month Baker attended a town meeting to
address continued local opposition to a
final shutdown of Hidden Valley. This
time, he said, the agency would follow
through on its decision. “Closing the facili-
ty will expand the park’s natural area, save
water that would be used for making snow,
and save taxpayer money,” Baker pointed
out. The demise of Hidden Valley, which
had been diverting water from Hidden Val-
ley Creek, will also provide a more stable
environment for the threatened greenback
cutthroat trout, Baker added.
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WESTERN ROUNDUP

Unlikely coalition protests timber cut

Ranchers have joined environmen-
talists in western Idaho to draw a line in
the forest against U.S. Forest Service
plans to clearcut their watershed.

A decade ago, planners with the
Payette National Forest targeted the
Cuddy Mountain Roadless Area near
Council, Idaho, as an ideal place to “get
the cut out.”

“Compared to other areas in the
Payette National Forest, the Cuddy
Mountain Roadless Area was relatively
uncontroversial during the time the For-
est Plan was being drawn up,” says
Payette Forest economist and planner
Don Hormaechea.

Neither Hormaechea nor the agency
expected the area’s ranching, logging and
recreation community to unite and react
so strongly, he says. But after the Forest
Service allowed clearcuts surrounding the
roadless area, and a recent environmental
impact study proposed an 18.8 million
board-feet cut in the Cuddy Mountain
Roadless Area itself, local farmers and
ranchers decided to fight back.

In 1989, Cecil Bilbao, a rancher
who with his family has lived at the base
of Cuddy Mountain for 30 years, co-
founded Neighbors of Cuddy Mountain
to challenge the timber cuts.

“We knew we had to fight for our
lifestyles, for the economic viability of
our county,” says Bilbao. “Our water-
shed and our wildlife and recreation are
the most important economic assets of
our county.”

In September, Neighbors of Cuddy
Mountain, which now represents 2,300
ranchers, irrigators, farmers and private
property owners, filed an administrative
appeal of the Forest Service’s planned
18.8 million board-feet Grade-Dukes
timber cut on Cuddy Mountain.

In December, the group filed a sec-
ond appeal against the proposed 6.1 mil-
lion board-feet Deep-Copper timber sale
in the nearby Hells Canyon and Seven
Devils Roadless Areas. The proposed cut
is also in the Payette National Forest,
within a mile of the Hells Canyon
Wilderness Area.

While a dozen Idaho and Oregon
conservation groups have joined the
appeals, this is one of the few timber
battles in the West that is led by local
citizens who don’t think of themselves
as environmentalists.

“I am a private person, but this is

affecting too many people,” says Bilbao.
He says he is increasingly frustrated by
the Forest Service’s difficult public
involvement process.

The appellants argue that the Forest
Service not only failed to consider sig-
nificant environmental impacts, but also
ignored potential damages to the area’s
ranching and recreation industries. A
main party to the Cuddy Mountain
appeal is the Weiser Irrigation District,
which represents over 1,500 water users.
Vincent Derig, who is secretary of the
irrigation district, says 10 years of
clearcuts have had a dramatic effect.

“The runoff has been occuring
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before our irrigation season,” he says.
“Studies have shown that clearcuts
reduce the canopy, increase the tempera-
ture and create an early runoff.”

Their opposition seems to have had
some effect. One proposed timber cut in
the Weiser watershed was recently can-
celled after the Forest Service fisheries
biologist documented high temperatures,
excess sedimentation and fish kills on
Beaver Creek last summer.

Other opponents of the two pro-
posed timber sales include the Idaho
Wildlife Federation, the Ada County
Fish & Game League, the Golden Eagle
Audubon Society, the Hells Canyon
Preservation Council, the Idaho Bird
Hunters Inc., the Idaho Environmental
Council, the Oregon Wildlife Federation,
the Idaho Native Plant Society, the

CUDDY MOUNTAIN
ROADLESS AREA

Region 3 Idaho Wildlife Council, Idaho
Salmon and Steelhead Unlimited, the
Northwest Research and Information
Center and The Wilderness Society.

Additional appeals to the Cuddy
Mountain sale have been filed by the
Idaho Wildlife Coalition, the Idaho Con-
servation League, the Forest Conservation
Council (Oregon), the Oregon Natural
Resources Council and Boise-Cascade.
All but the latter opposed timber cutting in
the roadless area. Boise-Cascade says
more timber needs to be harvested.

The Forest Service’s Hormaechea
says the Cuddy Mountain timber stand
has a problem with insects and diseases,
which will result in the economic loss of
the value of that timber if it is not har-
vested. The agency projects a cost bene-
fit of $363,226 for the selected cut.

The appellants say many administra-
tive costs and losses in recreation days
were not calculated, and project a net
loss to the U.S. Treasury of $241,666.

“The highest and best use of that
land is watershed and wildlife and recre-
ation,” says Bilbao. “The proposed sale
is a deficit sale.”

In addition, David Towner, a member
of the Idaho Native Plant Society, cites
concerns about rare and endangered
plants, loss of diversity, loss of old growth
habitat, and general management of
insects and diseases. “Clearcuts tend to be
reforested with one or two types of trees,”
he says, “reducing the natural diversity
and creating stands which may be more
susceptible to disease in the future.”

The appellants are requesting sup-
plemental EISs and say they hope their
case will serve as a model for other pri-
vate landowners involved in the same
type of battle across the nation.

Already the Forest Service has
granted a stay of implementation of both
timber sales, until the appeals are heard
by regional forester Gray Reynolds, in
Ogden, Utah. Reynolds, who was recent-
ly transferred to that position from
Washington, D.C., has 100 days to
respond to the appeals, which were filed
Sept. 30. and Dec. 14.

Neighbors of Cuddy Mountain can
be reached by writing to Cecil Bilbao,
Route 1 Box 212, Cambridge, ID 83610.

— Kathleen Marie Menke

The writer is a free-lance writer and
photographer living in McCall, Idaho.

A grass-roots group has formed in
Bozeman, Mont., to block a company
from burning 8.2 million gallons of
hazardous waste each year.

Called Montanans Against Toxic
Burning, the group says Holnam Inc.
wants to burn toxic wastes 20 miles
upwind of town in an 82-year-old
cement kiln. While high-tech incinera-
tors must meet stringent federal emis-
sions standards, cement kilns can emit
five times more toxic particulates, says
Bozeman resident Doug Mavor. That
means the Gallatin Valley would be
blanketed with 98,000 pounds of
heavy metals each year, he adds.

In addition Mavor says, the
Swiss-based Holnam Inc. plans to
dump 170 tons of contaminated kiln
dust each day at their quarry on the
banks of the Missouri River.

Bozeman residents organized only

six weeks ago, but the group already
has 30 members including teachers,
machinists, construction workers, stu-
dents and “Montana moms” such as
Martha Collins.

“We're not necessarily an envi-
ronmental group,” says Collins.
“We’re more a citizens’ group.”
Collins says she has gained valuable
information and advice from commu-
nity activists in Colorado. Last year
they defeated Holnam’s proposal to
incinerate hazardous wastes at its
LaPorte facility near Fort Collins.

According to Collins, Montana is
“inviting” to hazardous waste firms
because the state has no regulations
governing their disposal. Ash Grove
Cement West Inc. has already applied
to burn hazardous wastes at its Mon-
tana City plant near Helena, and Ross
Electric Co. says it wants to burn

Citizens group arises to fight toxic burning

PCBs near Butte, Collins adds.

On Jan. 27, the state Department
of Health and Environmental Sciences
will hold a hearing in Helena to review
new hazardous waste regulations for
Montana. Collins, Mavor and others
plan to lobby hard for strong regula-
tions.

For a copy of the proposed waste
rules, or to comment on them, contact
Dennis Iverson by Feb. 10 at the State
Department of Health and Environ-
mental Sciences, C-108 Cogswell
Bldg. Capitol Station, Helena, MT
59620 (406/444-2544), Montanans
Against Toxic Burning can be reached
at P.O. Box 1082, Bozeman, MT
59771, or call Martha Collins at
406/586-9478.

— Ann Vileisis, HCN intern

‘Hunter barasser
bead:s for trial

An animal rights activist charged
with harassing a Montana bison hunter
has failed in his attempt to challenge the
state’s law on constitutional grounds.
John Lilburn’s appeal of Montana’s
hunter harassment law was rejected in
Gallatin County court last month. Lil-
burn was the first person charged under
the state’s three-year-old law, which for-
bids anyone from interfering with the
legal “taking” of an animal. Noel Lar-
rivee, Lilburn’s attorney, told AP the
law is vague and violated his client’s
right of free speech. Lilburn allegedly
stood between a hunter and a bison. His
trial is scheduled for March, but he may
appeal the decision, his attorney said.

James Woodcock
Fern Spottedelk prepares bison to

feed elderly in Lame Deer, Mont.

Bison migrate — and die

More than 150 bison have been
killed this winter as they crossed the
boundary of Yellowstone National Park
onto state land in Montana. Employees
of Montana’s livestock and wildlife
departments are shooting the bison
under an interim plan that the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based group, the Fund for Ani-
mals, has filed a lawsuit to stop. The
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals will hear
the case March 2. The bison are killed
because of the possibility they will
infect cattle with brucellosis, a disease
that causes cattle to abort. For the last
two years, bison have stayed put in the
park. Bison are migrating now, says
park staffer Stu Coleman, because of
heavy snowpack, reports the Jackson
Hole News. During the harsh winter of
1988-89, hunters were allowed to kill
569 bison as they left Yellowstone. This
year, hunters are barred and the state is
giving Indian tribes part of the meat,
The state auctions off the rest of the
meat to finance the cost of killing the
bison. Tony Prairiebear, a member of
the Northern Cheyenne Indian Tribe,
says he doesn’t approve of the policy
allowing game wardens to kill the bison.
“The buffalo is doing what comes natu-
ral to him,” Prairiebear said. “He doesn’t
know about boundaries.” But as a prag-
matist, Prairiebear adds, it makes sense
for tribes to get some of the meat.
Jeanne-Marie Souvigney, a staffer with
the Greater Yellowstone Coalition,
agrees Indians should get the meat, as
long as the bison are being killed. She
notes moving bison from Yellowstone to
Indian reservations could solve the prob-
lem. Montana officials are reportedly
prepared (o kill as many as 600 trespass-
ing bison this winter.
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Group wants to bag the Animal Damage Control agency

A group in Tucson, Ariz., has begun
a high-profile campaign to halt the
killing of predators.

The group, Wildlife Damage
Review, tells taxpayers that their dollars
contributed to the killing in 1989 of 291
black bears, 203 lions, and thousands of
coyotes, skunks, beavers and blackbirds
at a cost exceeding $45 million. This has
occurred just as other state and federal
agencies are trying to restore wildlife,
and states such as Arizona spend mil-
lions to attract tourists to experience its
wild places.

“It’s senseless slaughter,” charges
Clarke Abbey, widow of environmental
author Ed Abbey. She and three friends
launched the grass-roots, nonprofit
Wildlife Damage Review last winter in
Tucson.

“We’re not bored, urban house-
wives,” Abbey says of herself and her
three friends, Lisa Peacock, wife of
Doug, a legendary battler for the grizzly
bear, Marian Baker-Gierlach and Nancy
Zierenberg. “And we eat meat,” adds
Zierenberg.

Their objective, according to Pea-
cock, is “to be able to stop an Arizona
taxpayer on the street soon, and ask them
about the agency known as ADC, and
have them blurt, ‘I don’t want my tax
dollars going to that.” ”

A federal agency named Animal
Damage Control (ADC) is the target of
their outrage. This arm of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, it has been
charged, will rush to the rescue of ranch-
ers without requiring them to prove they
are suffering any damage.

Nearly always, the ADC gets its
mammal (HCN, 1/28/91),

Using leg-hold traps, leg snares, M-
44 poison cartridges, rifles and assorted
other weapons from the air and on the
land, ADC’s Arizona wildlife tote for
1989 was nine black bears, 1,676 coy-
otes and 44 mountain lions; also one
coati, one woodpecker, 177,277 black-
birds, 48 feral house cats, plus badgers,
skunks and raccoons.

In Arizona last year, according to
ADC officials — who resent the new
attention they are getting — 42 calves
valued at $21,105 were killed by coy-
otes, as were 233 lambs, worth $19,225.
ADC spent $600,000 in the state overall
to control livestock predation.

The Cattle Growers’ Association
estimates that its industry is worth in
excess of $300 million annually to Ari-
zona, and that ranchers raise enough
beef annually to feed 4.6 million people.

But detractors point out that ranch-

Pipeline is under
investigation

Rep. Wayne Owens, D-Utah, and
three federal agencies are calling for an
investigation into the construction of a
900-mile pipeline built by the Kern
River Gas Transmission Co. The Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission believes
that the recently completed pipeline,
which runs from Wyoming to California,
has caused irreparable damage to the
foothills east of Bountiful, Utah, along
the Wasatch Mountain Range. The
Bureau of Land Management and Forest
Service also say the construction has
caused serious erosion and that the gas
company’s attempt to revegetate land
along the pipeline failed. Forest Service
officials add that they have discovered
miles of deep ruts caused by bulldozers.

ers’ grazing and water rights are subsi-
dized at a fraction of those commodities’
market value. “The few cows and sheep
that lions and bears do eat,” argues Dan
Dagget of Mountain Lions Unlimited in
Flagstaff, “are already bought and paid
for by you and me.”

Darrel Juve, the Arizona director of
Animal Damage Control, says he has
decided not to publish an annual report
for 1991, because so many people have
misunderstood the kill statistics. These
misunderstandings, some deliberate, he
believes, have led to what he feels are
unfair attacks on him and his program.

“Groups like Abbey’s charge we are
working over a wide area. It is not true.

“The Forest Service was snookered and
should throw the book at Kern River
Pipeline,” Owens told AP. Kern River
representative Susan Flaim said the com-
pany has nothing to hide and would wel-
come an on-site inspection. The U.S.
Attorney’s office has begun preliminary
investigations into the project, according
to Owens’ aide Art Kingdom.

(__BARBS J

Reassuring news from the Bush
administration.

A U.N. agency recently wamned that
“resource collapse” was possible as the
world population might top 10.2 billion
by 2050 — 25 years earlier than previ-
ously expected. When asked about the
report, HUD Secretary Jack Kemp said,
“Nonsense. People are not a drain on the
resources of the planet,” AP reports,

In fiscal "90, our entire program worked
on just four and one-fourth percent of the
state’s land area. We are being subjected
to eco-terrorism, and I have been the
subject of death threats and hand
grenades ... That group of women in
Tucson ... I think they want to put us out
of business. If we are put out of busi-
ness, someone would have to do the
killing, probably Game and Fish,” Juve
says.

“Somebody has to do this job,” con-
tinues Juve. “There is a need for profes-
sionals like me to handle the conflicts
when they come.” Counters Clarke
Abbey: “He doesn’t see himself as a
public servant. We’re not sure he knows
who he works for.”

Citizen groups such as Wildlife
Damage Review are not the only organi-
zations that find fault with ADC. The
General Accounting Office, the inves-
tigative arm of Congress, reported last
year, after an exhaustive review of the
ADC, that “no comprehensive federal
policy exists specifically for managing
predator species,” which is what conser-
vationists have been saying all along.

Furthermore, the GAO highlighted
another concern: the program empha-
sizes killing bears, lions and other preda-
tors with poison, bullets or traps rather
than using non-lethal control techniques
such as guard dogs or fences.

As for traps, the GAO was told by
Arizona Game and Fish Department offi-
cials that black bears, in several
instances, had to be killed after being left
in traps for days. ADC agents in Arizona
are only required to check their traps two
or three times a week, rather than daily
which, state Game and Fish officials

SRR ) . Jack Dykinga
Clarke Abbey, Nancy Zierenberg, Marian Baker-Gierlach and Lisa Peacock, founders of Wildlife Damage Review

argue, would be more humane.

As a result of the GAO report, there
are rumblings in Congress to shift ADC
out of the Agriculture Department and
back to the Department of Interior,
where officials are more likely to believe
that lions and bears have an equal right
to exist on the public lands with humans,

Despite the citizen activity, reform-
ing ADC practices won’t be easy,
activists concede, because its political
support runs deep in state legislatures —
and in Congress. But Wildlife Damage
Review is prepared for the fight. “We’ll
see what kinds of letters we start getting
after we gather 100,000 signatures (to
shift ADC to the Department of Interior
through congressional action),” declares
Marian Baker-Gierlach.

In the meantime, the group is gath-
ering information and assembling docu-
mentation about ADC abuses across the
nation, as well as case studies of ranch-
ers like the Lasaters in Matheson, Colo.,
who manage their land like a wildlife
sanctuary, forbidding bullets, poison or
traps.

“We believe it is our cow’s respon-
sibility to protect her calves, which they
do. We have long believed in the posi-
tive aspects of the balance of nature,”
says Dale Lasater.

The Wildlife Damage Review can
be reached at P.O. Box 2541, Tucson,

AZ 85702 (602/882-4218).

— James Bishop Jr.

James Bishop Jr., a free-lance writ-
er, is working on a book about the late
Edward Abbey. A version of this article
appeared in Phoenix magazine.




WILD POETS WANTED

For its seventh annual poetry contest, the
Utah Wilderness Association will award
$100 for the best work related to the theme
of wildemess, its preservation and its spiri-
tual and ecological values. Poems must be
sent in by Feb. 1 and cannot exceed 40
lines. Poets should send two copies of an
entry, one with name, address and phone
number attached, as well as a fee of $3 to
POETRY/UWA, 455 E. 400 South, #306,
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. For more infor-
mation, call Margaret Pettis at 801/359-
1337.

SAVING A COLORADO CANYON

A group called the Clear Creek Land
Conservancy is working to save the last
undeveloped canyon near Denver, Colo.
Clear Creek Canyon, which contains prime
eagle habitat as well as the state’s oldest
hiking trail, is under increasing pressure
from developers and gravel miners. So far,
much of the canyon, which extends about 16
miles from Golden to Idaho Springs, is
owned by elderly people and corporations
who have left the parcels undeveloped. But
the conservancy says that with increasing
taxes and aging property owners, the land
may not remain open much longer. The pri-
vate, nonprofit group was formed in 1986,
when 82-year-old Carla Swan Coleman
donated a 240-acre plot of land to it. She
said her hope was to preserve the canyon
she grew up in. The conservancy’s latest
achievement came when the Bureau of Land
Management transferred ownership of 240
acres to it. “This is a wonderful example of
public-private partnership, where private
citizens work with the government to keep
lands open to the public for all time,” said
Conservancy president Rock Pring. For
more information write Sharon Kent Free-
man, Clear Creek Land Conservancy, P.O.
Box 1470, Golden, CO 80401 (303/279-
4706).

UNCLASSIFIEDS !

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, The Colorado
Bird Observatory. The Colorado Bird Obser-
vatory is a rapidly growing non-profit organi-
zation committed to the conservation of
Western birds. Applicants should have com-
munication and administrative skills and a
proven ability to raise funds. Additional
requirements include a willingness to work
with volunteers, computer proficiency, and
experience in developing education pro-
grams. Preference given to individuals with
an advanced degree in a natural science. Send
C.V. or resumé, salary requirements, and a
list of three references to Colorado Bird
Observatory, 13401 Piccadilly Road,
Brighton, CO 80601. Deadline: April 1.
(1x1b)

SUMMER/AUTUMN 1992 RENTALS.
Newly restored log house with all amenities.
Very private location bordering National For-
est, 300 yards from Gallatin River, near Big
Sky, Montana. Available by the week or
month. Hope Stevens, Box 459, Bozeman,
MT 59715 (406/586-1182, 406/995-4268).
(2x1p)

GOVERNMENT SHIRKS CLEANUP

Govermnment programs to reclaim aban-
doned coal mines have been ineffective in
correcting health, safety and environmental
problems, says an Interior Department audit
report. Only 2 percent of hazardous mines
have been reclaimed since 1977, and 89 peo-
ple have died in accidents related to closed
coal mines. The report, prepared by the
Office of Inspector General, blames the fail-
ure to clean up on legislative constraints and
lack of funding. Total cleanup is estimated to
cost $60 billion. In an appendixed response,
the Office of Surface Mining says it needs
four times more money to do the job. The
report, Coal Reclamation, Abandoned Mine
Land Reclamation Program, is available
from the Department of the Interior, Office of
Inspector General, P.O. Box 1593, Arlington,
VA 22210 (800/424-5081).

MEXICAN SPOTTED OWL HEARINGS

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wants
the public to comment on its proposal to list the
Mexican spotted owl as “threatened.” The owl
inhabits densely forested mountains and
canyons now threatened by logging, fires and
increased predation. The Mexican owl, slightly
smaller and whiter than the controversial north-
ern spotted owl, is most abundant in New Mex-
ico and Arizona, but is also found in Colorado,
Texas, Utah and Mexico. Three public hear-
ings are set, all at 6 p.m.: The first is at Pima
Community College, Center For The Arts,
Proscenium Theater, West Campus, 2202 W.
Anklam Rd., Tucson, Ariz., Feb. 4; the second
is at Flagstaff High School Auditorium, 400 W.
Elm Ave., Flagstaff, Ariz., Feb. 5; and the third
is at the conference room, BLM District Office,
176 East D.L. Sargent Dr., Cedar City, Utah,
Feb. 6. Comments should be sent by March 3 to
the Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Ecological Services Field Office, 5530
Pan American Hwy. NC, Suite D, Albu-
querque, NM 87107. For more information call
505/883-7877.

CEDAREDGE, COLO. 8 acres, 2 homes —
low maintenance, attached greenhouse, gar-
dens, fruit trees, hay, barn/loft, root cellar,
outbuildings, irrigation, creek, views, quiet.
$128,000. 303/856-6362. (3x1p)

SOLAR HOUSE overlooking Big Horn
River Valley, Basin, Wyoming. 2,800 sq. ft.,
3 huge bedrooms, greenhouse, deck, large
garage, workshop, 24 acres, corral. $80,000.
602/979-1345. (1x1p)

AEROSPACE ENGINEER seeks career
change. Seven years as space shuttle astro-
naut instructor for Orbiter Computer and
Navigation Systems. Six years as supervisor
of 28 employees doing same. Environmental-
ist, nature lover, camper. Desire employment
associated with environmental preserva-
tion/restoration/policy enforcement. Contact
Ronnie Rogers, 713/538-1649.

OUTDOOR SINGLES NETWORK, bi-
monthly newsletter, ages 19-90, no forward-
ing fees, $18/1 year, $4/trial issue-informa-
tion. OSN-HCN, 218", W. Lake — General
Delivery, McCall, ID 83638. (9x21p)

gz THINK
y "‘-7 SPRING!
..,.',%Eo‘fw E We specialize in

hardy open-
pollinated varieties as well as
organicfertilizers, biological pest
controls, booksand more. Send,
call, or FAX foryour free catalog,
chock full of cultural infor-
mation, seed saving tips, and
everything you'll need to know
to grow a fantastic garden in
the North.

Garden City Seeds

2y, 1324 HRed Crow Road
7 L Victor, Montana 59875
(406) 961-4837

FAX 961-4877

CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT
ENVIRO-ECONOMICS

A Conference on Ecology, Economics & Ethics;
How Business Practices and Government
Economic Policy Affect the Environment

The CU Environmental Center's seventh annual
conference, entitled Enviro-Economics, will take place on
February 14 and 15, 1992, at the University of Colorado
in Boulder. The conference will address the impacts of
multi-national corporations, international trade and bank-
ing, the toxic waste trade, and global economics on Third
World country envi and indigenous lif

Other topics include:; corporate Iobbyrng, green
washing,” and the effects of tax breaks, corporate subsidies
and government fiscal policy on cultural and biclogical
diversity. Solution-oriented topics include socially responsi-
ble investing, consumer advocacy, environmental business
ethics, environmental careers, sustainable development,
eco-tourism, and environmental cost accounting.

Confirmed keynote speakers are Susan Meeker-

Lowry of Catalyst, Herbert Gunther of the Public Media
Center, and Dana Alston, of the Panos Institute. Other
confirmed or invited speakars include Jane McAlevy of
the Highlander Center, Col > Sen. Timothy E. Wirth,
economist Va.ndana Shiva of India, Martin Khor of the
Third World i, Colorado 1tal lobbyist Jo
Evans, and many others.

The conference will take place in the Glen Miller
Baliroom on the CU Boulder Campus, starting at 12 noon
on Friday, February 14, and ending at 10:00 pm, Salur-
day, February 15. The conference registration fee is $20
for non-students ($15 for all day Saturday only) and free
to CU Boulder students, There will be no preregistration;

For more information, con-
tact: The CU Environmental Center, UMC 331, Campus
Box 207, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO 80309,
(303) 492-8308.

HEAVY ON THE GLITZ
In writing Whiteout: Lost in Aspen while he
lived for two years in the high-altitude Colorado
resort, Ted Conover found himself overwhelmed
periodically by the scale at which so many
Aspenites lived. “I noticed that the band was
playing yet another Jimmy Buffett song. With a
little relief, I made a mental note of the flaw —
the local band they'd found had a limited reper-
toire. Then I looked beyond my partner’s hair and
took a more careful look: The singer was Jimmy
Buffett. Oh my. This was his band. This was
Jimmy Buffett and his band ...” This awe for the
very successful or very rich becomes tiresome,
although one wonders — and hopes — that some
of his breathlessness is tongue-in-cheek. Whiteout
is a large change of pace for former Denverite
Conover. His previous books were about hobos
and illegal immigrants from Mexico. Deft chap-
ters here include tales of his driving a cab for the
Mellow Yellow company — most of whose
employees thought Conover was a narcotics
agent — plus his reporting stint at the Aspen
Times weekly. At midpoint, however, anecdotes
about the egregiously rich or fatuous begin to
pall. We start to wonder whether another Aspen
exists, one not based on mega-bucks or celebrity.
Conover doesn’t look for or find that community,
so what he does pass on is fun but much like
meringue — insubstantial.
Random House, New York, NY 10022.
269 pages. Hard cover: $20.
— Betsy Marston

11 NATURALIST INTERN POSITIONS.
The Aspen Center for Environmental Studies,
Aspen, Colo. Responsibilities: Provide natu-
ral history and interpretive programs for chil-
dren/adults; wildlife rehabilitation; manage
visitors' center; special exhibits; natural his-
tory writing; maintenance projects. Qualifica-
tions: educational background in natural sci-
ences, environmental education or related;
knowledge of Rocky Mountain flora/fauna
helpful. June-August, 1992. Stipend, housing
and Naturalist Field School Course(s). Send
resumé, creative writing sample and 3 refer-
ences to Laura Struempler by March 2,
ACES, Box 8777, Aspen, CO 81612. Call
Laura Struempler for more information at
303/925-5756. (3x1p)

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CATALOG for
remote homes. Solar electric, wind, hydro-
electric generators, wood-fired hot tubs, com-
posting toilets and more. $2.50, refundable
with order. Yellow Jacket Solar, Box 60H,
Lewis, CO 81327. (6x1p)

NATIONAL AUDUBON will host an ecolo-
gy workshop on the Platte River of Nebraska,
March 15-22, 1992. Eighty percent of the
world’s population of lesser sandhill cranes
(nearly 500,000 birds) gathers here — a mag-
nificent wildlife spectacle seen by few. Par-
ticipants will investigate crane biclogy in
detail, and discuss their predicament of sur-
vival amid complex water politics and declin-
ing flows on the Platte. The workshop
includes three days at National Audubon’s
SPRING RIVER CONFERENCE, featuring
Audubon’s president, Peter A.A. Berle, as
keynote speaker and presentations by Platte
River authorities, combined with daily field
trips. $995.00. For information contact:
National Audubon, 613 Riversville Rd. Box
H, Greenwich, CT 06831 (203/869-5272).
(2x1p)

STUDENT INTERNSHIPS: Would you like
to live on the edge of Glacier National Park,
Montana, for a season and help run an out-
door education program? The Glacier Insti-
tute offers outdoor classes for all ages and
interests, including 1-5 day residential envi-
ronmental programs for 1st-9th grade stu-
dents. 3 interns spring, 2 summer, 3 fall.
Write: Glacier Institute, PO Box 1457,
Kalispell, MT 59903. (2x1p)
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WYOMING RANCHER HONORED

Wyoming rancher Jack Turnell, one of
seven recipients of the National Cattlemen’s
Association Environmental Stewardship
Award, was honored late last year at a cere-
mony held in Gov. Mike Sullivan’s office.
Cited for his exemplary job of protecting the
environment while bolstering his productivi-
ty, Turnell told reporters after the ceremony
that “Our forefathers may have mistreated the
land — not out of malice but from a belief
that the grass would always return, the creeks
would always recover.” Ranchers abusing
their grazing lands will “die by their own
hand,” he said, adding, “It’s not smart to
overgraze ... you're not helping wildlife or
habitat and all that brings you is heartache
from the environmentalists.” In the late
1970s, Tumell was involved in efforts to save
the black-footed ferret after the last known
members of the species were found on his
120,000-acre Pitchfork Ranch. While Turnell
has tried to foster cooperation and under-
standing between the livestock and environ-
mental communities, he said he opposes wolf
reintroduction because “it’s just not compati-
ble” with his ranching operation.

RURAL HOTLINE

Farmers and ranchers with questions
about the availability of federal funding can
call hotline number 402/846-5428 at the Cen-
ter for Rural Affairs in Walthill, Neb. The
center, a nonprofit research and advocacy
organization, offers counseling and informa-
tion about two programs. One allows farmers
to use soil-saving crop rotations without los-
ing farm program benefits; the other provides
incentive payments of up to $3,500 a year for
farmers who develop plans that protect water
quality. “We wanted to overcome the confu-
sion and lack of information that hampered
last year's sign-up for these new programs,”
says hotline coordinator Annette Higby. A
Farm Program Options Guide, outlining the
1990 farm bill, is also available for $3 from
the Center for Rural Affairs at P.O. Box 406,
Walthill, NE 68067.

LAND LETTER ... the newsletter for natural
resource professionals. Special introductory
offer. Write 1800 N. Kent St., Suite 1120,
Arlington, VA 22209, or call 703/525-6300.
(24x1p)

ECONOMIC/COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT SPECIALIST. New, private, non-
profit rural development corporation seeking
experienced ED/CD Specialist to work with
rural communities throughout Oregon. Can-
didate must have track record in strategic
planning, rural ED/CD technical assistance
and group facilitation. Knowledge of ED/CD
strategies to stabilize and expand rural
economies is key consideration. Salary nego-
tiable, minimum $35K + benefits. Send
resumé to: PO Box 248, Bend, OR 97709, or
call 503/373-1046 for more information.
(1x1b)

DURANGO, COLORADOQ, SPECIALIST in
mountain properties, featuring 1) 2,000 sq. ft.
Earth Dome at §129,000; 2) custom stone
home on seven acres at $172,000; 3) “way
cool” four bedroom secluded solar on 3.5
acres at $225,000. Contact Scott Kurlander,
Real Estate Broker with eight years experi-
ence in Four Corners area at Prudential
T.S.R. 1-800/477-8346 Ext. 228. (2x24p)

DIRECTOR POSITION OPENING: The
Montana Wilderness Association announces
a new position to help guide MWA through a
period of expansion. Tasks: coordinate orga-
nization activities, financial management,
personnel supervision, development, and
diversified funding. Experience required:
working knowledge of non-profit advocacy
organizations, staff management, fundraising
skills, consensus building, grassroots devel-
opment and a reverence for the land.
$26,400/yr. Application deadline: Feb. 21,
1992. Starting date: June 1992. Send cover
letter, resumé, three references to: Search
Committee, MWA, Box 635, Helena, MT
59624. (2x1p)

“OUTDOOR PEOPLE AD-Venture” lists 60-
word descriptions of active, outdoor-oriented
singles and trip companions nationwide.
. $3/issue, $12/ad. Outdoor People-HCN, P.O.
Box 600, Gaston, SC 29053. (7x1b)




NOT MUCH OF A REPRIEVE

Dear HCN,

Reporting on revisions to Col-
orado’s bear hunting regulations, High
Country News took the bait set by the
state’s Wildlife Commission and report-
ed that bears have been given a reprieve
(“Bear hunt is scaled down,” Dec. 16).
The reality is, the rabidly pro-hunting
Wildlife Commission not only extended
the spring hunting season, but also
expanded the use of both hound and bait
bear hunting. Thus, it’s no time to
rejoice, but for renewed activism.

Even though the Colorado Division
of Wildlife (DOW) has no reliable esti-
mate of the state’s black bear population,
wildlife groups such as The Fund for Ani-
mals, American Humane Association,
Rocky Mountain Sierra Club, and the Col-
orado Environmental Coalition did not ask
for an immediate termination of black
bear trophy hunting. Rather, they asked
for three extremely moderate reforms: an
end to spring, bait and hound hunting.
Current policy allows hunters to kill black
bears in the spring when sows are nursing
dependent cubs, leading to certain death
for the orphaned young. Hunters can bait
bears with food and shoot them while
they’re feeding. And they can chase bears
with dogs and shoot the exhausted ani-
mals from point-blank range after they
have taken refuge in trees.

The commission heard overwhelm-
ing opposition to the continuation of
these practices. Public comment ran 16
to 1 in favor of eliminating spring hunt-
ing and 122 to 1 in favor of terminating
the use of both bait and hounds. Two
DOW-initiated public attitude surveys
indicated overwhelming opposition to
spring bear hunting and 75 percent oppo-
sition to the use of baits or hounds. And
the DOW itself — whose antipathy for
hunting critics is well known — recom-
mended a complete termination of spring
hunting, with state wildlife manager Len
Carpenter calling spring hunting “moral-
ly indefensible.”

In spite of such calls for reform, the
commission chose only to limit and
mildly scale down license sales in the
spring. At the same time, the commis-
sion extended the spring season —
where baits and hounds are used — from
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May 15 to May 31. Such a modification
will only guarantee more sow killing in
spring; DOW data demonstrate that 100
percent of lactating females emerge from
their dens by the end of May.

Taken as a whole, Colorado’s bear
hunting policies remain among the
nation’s most extreme and abusive. Only
a handful of states permit bear hunting in
the spring and with baits and hounds.
For instance, Pennsylvania and New
York, which both have substantial bear
kills, do not permit spring, bait, or hound
hunting. Montana permits spring hunt-
ing, but not the use of baits or hounds.
Wyoming bans hunting with hounds.
And New Mexico has just terminated its
spring season.

Saddled with an extremely low rate
of reproduction and targeted by poachers
seeking profits from the sale of gall blad-
ders, black bears can hardly afford to be
exposed to bullets and broadhead arrows
in spring or to baits and hounds through-
out the year.

To remedy this cruel and biological-
ly reckless situation, a broad coalition of
organizations has decided to place an
initiative on the ballot for November
1992 and give the Colorado electorate
the opportunity to discard the Wildlife
Commission’s bear management poli-
cies. Please join the effort.

Wayne Pacelle
Silver Spring, Maryland

The writer is national director for
The Fund for Animals.

NAME YOUR SOURCES

Dear HCN,

I was dismayed that HCN stooped to
the use of “unnamed sources” in the
environmental community to criticize
another environmental organization, as
was done in your Dec. 2 Reporter’s
Notebook by Larry Mosher (“Water
Fight Sinks Wilderness Bill”). In that
piece, “one environmentalist” — who
hadn’t the courage or the integrity to
give his or her name — opined that the
wilderness water rights case handled by
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund had
generated “fear in the water development
community.” The article alleged that
“many environmentalists” — also
unidentified — essentially agreed, and
questioned the suit’s tactical value.

Debate on the point is valid, and I
welcome it. Discerning readers will see,
within the text of the article, that the suit
has had the effect both of strengthening
the state instream flow program and of
giving the environmental community a
powerful bargaining chip it didn’t have
before. It has also moved Congress to act
affirmatively to protect water in wilder-
ness in other Western states.

Failing or refusing to name the
sources of criticism is inexcusable, how-
ever. How can your readers know if
these “sources” are credible, or if they
have other, self-serving purposes for
their criticism? Anonymity covers up a
multitude of selfish motives. If HCN
indeed “cares about the West,” as it pro-
fesses, be candid with us.

Lori Potter
Denver, Colorado

The writer is managing attorney for
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund in
Denver.

NO POSITION ON BILL YET

Dear HCN,

The story by Tracy Stone-Manning
on the Montana wilderness bill (HCN,
12/30/91) incorrectly stated that the
National Wildlife Federation supported
this legislation. NWF has not yet taken a
position on the bill; we are presently
reviewing the bill with our affiliate, the
Montana Wildlife Federation, and
weighing its costs and benefits.

I did tell your reporter that the
Burns-Baucus compromise was similar
to the 1988 Wilderness Act vetoed by
President Reagan which NWF and most
other conservation groups ultimately
supported. There are, however, impor-
tant differences between the two bills,
both good and bad. The Badger-Two
Medicine language, for example, is
much improved and would preclude
drilling at Hall Creek, which the 1988
bill did not do. On the other hand, con-
sensus wilderness areas, such as Nevada
Mountain and Trout Creek, have been
completely left out, apparently because
Sen. Conrad Burns demanded a wilder-
ness acreage cap as one price of the com-
promise. The list goes on.

While there may be good reasons for
passing a wilderness bill this year, such as
immediate protection of the Badger-Two

[Ride through the winter with High Country News

O 2 years - $42

*Institutional rate applies to subscriptions paid for with a busi-
ness, government, or other organization check. Public and
school libraries may subscribe at the $24 rate.

Acct. no.

O My check is enclosed, or,
O charge my credit card
O Visa O MasterCard:

Medicine, no one should believe this bill,
even with needed improvements, will
resolve all the wilderness issues facing
Montana or that it will be the state’s last
wilderness legislation,

No better example of this reality
exists than Colorado, which is working on
its second statewide wildemess bill (since
the court decision in California vs. Block)
while Montana has yet to pass its first.

Tom France
Missoula, Montana

The writer is a regional representa-
tive for the National Wildlife Federation.

NO PLACE IN CALIFORNIA

Dear HCN,

First as a student at Fort Collins in
the early 1970s, then a zoologist and
wildland manager living in Wyoming,
Colorado and Arizona, I've met and
known many folks who would rather be
outdoors. Now I am an economic and
opportunistic exile in California, isolated
from the tribe of those who live with the
wild creatures of the interior Rocky
Mountains ...

When I scan your list of HCN
Research Fund contributors, I remember
familiar faces, hear fascinating stories of
nature, recall standing in awe of spirited
animals, see again the green leaves of
some priceless botanical treasure and
review soliloquies of many conservation
issues. Some rascals have struck gold
and stuck around on one lode or another
for a long time. Most others meander.
Some retire, some move on to “new
opportunities,” but continue to care from
distant shores. Thanks for publishing
that list of Research Fund contributors.
You document the far-flung community
of people who share in having taken the
time to learn by heart a part of the interi-
or highlands of North America.

I see you were pondering coverage
of California in your newspaper. Don’t
do it. As Tom Wolf wrote about
Wyoming, you cover “a small town with
long streets™ and you do it very well. Try
to include California and your small
town will vanish.

There is no sense of place in this
place.

Mark R. Stromberg
Carmel Valley, California
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Advocacy groups

Communities in transition

People for the West launches a "holy war’
against enviros, Jon Christensen, 6/3/91, p. 3.

People for the West fronts for the mining
industry, Florence Williams, 7/1/91, p. 3.

Earth First! defendants seek plea bargain,
Brenda Norell, 8/26/91, p. 3.

Does the Sierra Club lack a strong, green
spirit? Jack Thorndike, 10/21/91, p. 6.

Animal rights group takes aim at hunters,
Bert Lindler, 12/30/91.

Noisy walking sends an activist to jail,
Betsy Marston, 12/30/91, p. 10: Animal
rights activist Heidi Prescott explains anti-
hunting tactics.

The ‘cruel’ and the ‘kind’ clash, Sherry
Jomes, 12/30/91, p. 11: Ranchers and hunters
attend Animal Rights class in Montana,

A directory of animal rights groups, Bert
Lindler, 12/30/91, p. 12.

Agriculture

Dakota dust: denial, delusion, dishonesty,
Michael M. Melius, 3/11/91, p. 13.

Anyone for biodiversity and Tarahumara
garbanzo beans? Don Olsen, 6/3/91, p. 8:
Organic seed company offers native seeds and
a vision for sustainable agriculture in the West.

Finding sanity in mixing split peas and gar-
banzo beans, Michael Guilfoil, 7/191, p. 4: Idaho
falafel business encourages organic farming.

Air quality

Power plant will stop fouling the skies
above Grand Canyon, Florence Williams,
82691, p. 11.

Environmentalists, L-P air differences,
Don Olsen, 12/2/91, p. 5: Air quality control
commission OKs increase in emissions at
Louisiana-Pacific waferboard factory.

Archaeology

‘Paper park' is vanishing, rock panel by
rock panel, Robert A. Freed, 10/791, p. 4.

Experts learn how man used to stick it to
mammoths, Bert Lindler, 10/7/91, p. 5: Bob
Perkins replicates use of prehistoric atlatl.

Teton's regional ski area seeks four-sea-
son resort status, Lisa Jones, 1/28/91, p. 3.

When preservation tears at Hispanic and
Indian roots, Tony Davis, 3/11/91, p. 5: Nation-
al Park Service efforts to preserve historic sites
threaten heritage of modem-day landowners.

Preservation or development for Idaho's
Oregon Trail? Deb Rose, 3/25/91, p. 7.

‘Grizzly Park’ planned for West Yellow-
stone, Todd Wilkinson, 3/25/91, p. 5.

The rural West: a playground for the rich?
Michele Connelly, 2/1191, p. 16: Develop-
ment by outsiders threatens and destroys rural
ways of life.

Jackson Hole buys time to plan its future,
Jacob Forman, 6/3/91, p. 6.

Come see Zion National Park: the movie,
John Horning, 6/17/91, p. 12: IMAX theater
proposed for park entrance.

Pollution problems haunt ‘Val-Bwd,’ Dave
Ballard, 7/191, p. 5: Proposed resort threat-
ens water and air quality.

Airport expansion and posh resort plans
stir Taos, Julia A. Mullen, 7/15/91, p. 5.

Idaho has beauty; now it needs vision,
Jerry M. Brady, 11/4/91, p. 14: Only local
planning can preserve local values.

The angrier they get you, the more they make
You think, Ed Quillen, 11/4/91, p. 16: Differing
views of what shapes Western culture and values.

A passive town in Utah awaits its fate, Flo-
rence Williams, 11/18/91, p. 14: Tourism
may change Moab for the worse unless the
town plans ahead.

Second-home boom is making Telluride a
ghost community, Florence Williams,
11/18M91, p. 12.

Are the bison coming? An academic couple
brings an unwelcome message to the people
of the Great Plains, 12/16/91, p. 1: Contro-
versial Buffalo Commons provides alterna-
tive development plan for rural communities.

Economics

Four corners states richer than believed, Ed
Marston and Michael Bencic, 3/1191, p. 3.

S&L scandal bashed environmental values,
too, Barry Noreen, 8/26/91, p. 6.

Book reviews and excerpts

Energy

Voices from the Range, Sherm Ewing,
4/8/91, p. 15: excerpts from Ewing’s oral his-
tory collection The Range.

Rediscovering our desert roots, review by
Jacob Forman of Desert Heart: Chronicles of
the Sonoran Desert by William K, Hartman,
71191, p. 16.

How fire, climate and man transformed
Colorado, review by Liz Caile of The Col-
orado Front Range: A Century of Ecological
Change by Thomas T. Veblen and Diane C.
Lorenz, 9/23/91, p. 4.

Following a river for 1,056 miles, review
by Pat Ford of The Snake River: Window to
the West by Tim Palmer, 11/4/91,p. 7.

Impassioned, Rooted, Poetic, review by
John McCarthy of Refuge: an unnatural his-
tory of family and place by Terry Tempest
Williams, 11/18/91, p. 16.

A book about a man of sense, review by Tom
Wolf of River of Traps: A Village Life by
William deBuys and Alex Harris, 12/291, p. 16.

Solar power becomes a reality, Don Olsen,
5/20/91, p. L.

Staying off the grid in solar country, Don
Olsen, 5/2091, p. 10.

Colorado utility may use solar power, Jay
Stein, 5/20/91, p. 11.

Arizona grandmothers push solar cookers,
Vennie White, 5/20/91, p. 11.

How to get going with renewable energy,
Jeff Hanissian, 52091, p. 12.

How energy efficiency can help bail us out,
George Everett, 52091, p. 15.

Facing up to the end of the petroleum era,
Richard Guadagne, 5/2091, p. 16.

Electricity's death grip on canyon loosens,
Ed Marston, 8/26/91, p. 14.

Energy bill runs out of gas in Senate, Steve
Hinchman, 11/18/91, p. 5.

Essays

January, Nancy Banks, 1/28/91, p. 16.

The West: where men are men, and women
shoot them, Valerie P. Cohen, 2/11/91, p. 14:
Cohen contends that women in the West
don’t need guns to protect themselves.

On grizzlies, babies and a shrinking land,
Tracy Stone-Manning, 2/11/91, p. 15: Grizzly
plight in shrinking habitat portends overpop-
ulation difficulties for humans.

Night visions of a wild and strange place,
Diane Sylvain, 2/25/91, p. 15: Night observa-
tions reveal the importance of wild places.

The perils of illegal action, Dave Foreman,
2/25/91, p. 16.

The San Juans: rugged but wild no more,
Stephen R. Wenger, 4/8/91, p. 16: Without
grizzlies, the mountains lack wildness.

A meadow in the Rockies where the grass
grows tall, Howard Evans, 5/6/91, p. 14: Mead-
ow contains surprisingly rich flora and fauna.

Yellowstone: The Erotics of Place, Terry
Tempest Williams, 6/3/91, p. 16.

Echoes from a fire at Beaver Creek, Steve
Gardiner, 6/17/91, p. 16: Observations on the
legacy of Wyoming forest fire.

Losing my ‘city edge' in Seattle, Tracy
Stone-Manning, 6/17/91, p. 16: City life con-
trasted with rural life.

This is what I am; for that I came, Diane Syl-
vain, 7/15/91, p. 17: Author shares meaning she
finds at Chaco Canyon in New Mexico.

An 800-foot climb to give and get crumbs,
Steve Gardiner, 8/12/91, p. 16: Meeting chip-
munks on Devil’s Tower, Wyoming.

Caution: fragmentation at work, Philip
Knight, 11/4/91, p. 13.

We can’t own it all, Diane Sylvain,
11/4/91, p. 13.

We should see ‘tourists' as pilgrims visit-
ing holy places, says Jackson resident, Ben
Read, 11/18/91, p. 13.

Death and anarchy above Tucson, Ray
Ring, 12/16/91, p. 16: Car accident brings out
best and worst in bystanders.

Is it cruel to fool a fish? Kenneth Arnold,
12/30/91, p. 13: Angler explores ethics of fly
fishing.

Minutiae matters in rural South Dakota,
where neighbor is a verb, Linda M. Hassel-
strom, 12/30/91, p. 16.

Fisheries

The First Salmon Ceremony still honors the
spring chinook, Chuck Williams, 4/2291, p. 6.

And now — the Last Salmon Ceremony?
Pat Ford, 4/22/91, p. 8: Hydroelectric dams
threaten salmon with extinction.

Saying goodbye to the bright red sockeye,
Rocky Barker, 4/22/91, p. 9: Shoshone-Ban-
nock propose endangered species protection
for Snake River sockeye.

The iridescent ‘blueback’: my personal
fish, Chuck Williams, 4/22/91, p. 10:
Williams shares personal observations about
Columbia bluebacks.

Idaho’s Middle Fork of the Salmon River,
Rocky Barker, 4/22/91, p. 11.

Counting the declining ‘redds’ of French-
man Creek, Stephen Steubner, 4/22/91, p. 12.

‘Build dams and the hell with the fish,’ Paul
Shaffer, 4/22/91, p. 13: Veteran fish advocate
Ed Chaney offers his perspective on salmon.

How the basin's salmon-killing system
works, Pat Ford, 4/22/91, p. 14.

‘We've got an economic opportunity here,’
Pat Ford, 4/22/91, p. 15: Salmon restoration

promises economic boon rather than threat.

Salmon and the Endangered Species Act,
Rocky Barker, 4/22/91, p. 16.

Tracing the salmon’s many genetic
blueprints, Rocky Barker, 4/22/91, p. 17.

Why logging and salmon don’t mix, Jim
Stiak, 4/22/91, p. 18.

Ending Washington state's long ‘fish war,’
Sarah McCoy, 4/22/91, p. 19: Cooperative
management between Indians and state gov-
ernment ends long struggle.

The tribes become a major salmon manag-
er, Paul Koberstein, 4/22/91, p. 21.

Why Hood Canal is a ‘biological desert,'
John DeYonge, 4/22/91, p. 22.

Getting beyond the fish hatchery fix,
Chuck Williams, 4/22/91, p. 23.

A ray of hope shines on the Elwha River,
Brian Collins, 4/22/91, p. 23: Local movement
to remove dams may re-open salmon habitat.

Resetting the genetic clock on the Elwha,
Brian Collins, 4/22/91, p. 25: Careful
restocking helps assure salmon restoration.

Are hatcheries producing salmon ‘wimps'?
Paul Koberstein, 4/22/91, p. 26.

Behold the salmon and show respect,
Chuck Williams, 4/22/91, p. 28: Only an atti-
tude of reverence will save the salmon.

The Snake's imperiled salmon, Pat Ford,
71181, p. 1.

US. fish agency takes the slow road,
Rocky Barker, 7/191, p. 11.

Lemhi Valley laments loss of salmon, Can-
dace Bumns, 7/1/91, p. 12.

Mercury-tainted fish threaten a puzzled
public in the West, Tony Davis, 7/15/91, p. 3.

Utility baits fish program with dollars,
John Vincent Rosapepe, 10/21/91. p. 5:
Bonneville Power hopes that eliminating
squawfish will help salmon and maintain
dam operations.

River-bound grayling make a last stand in
Montana, Tad Brooks, 11/4/91, p. 7.

A near-extinct species gets listed, Rocky
Barker, 12/2/91, p. 4.

Forests and timbering

The sudden demise of the whitebark pine,
Patti Maguire Armstrong, 1/28/91, p. 11.

Old-growth policy is still a patchwork, Jim
Stiak, 2/25/91, p. 7.

Why an old-growth tree is worth millions,
William H. Boyer, 2/25/91, p. 14.

Bighorn log sales upped to keep Wyoming
sawmills buzzing, Michael Milstein, 3/2591, p. 7.

How the feds whet the appetite for federal
timber, Tracy Stone-Manning, 3/25/91, p. 7.

USFS finds more old growth than Wilder-
ness Society, Jim Stiak, 4/8/91, p. 7.

Forest Service staffers appeal their own
Jforest plans, Jim Stiak, 5/20/91, p. 3.

Colorado old-growth swap creates a hard
call, David Hatcher, 5/20/91, p. 5.

Forest Service ‘reforms’ debunked by grass-
roots critics, Peter Eichstaedt, 6/1791,p.3.

Judge Dwyer stops new timber sales in
old-growth forests, Christopher Orsinger,
6/17191, p. 6.

Oregon hearings draw angry response to
old-growth plan, Tom Ribe, 6/1791, p. 6.

A compromise is reached in the Santa Fe
National Forest, Peter Eichstaedt, 7/191, p. 4.

Forester works to establish research
areas, Julie Titone, 8/26/91, p. 4.

Continued on next page
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Forests and timbering

(Continued from previous page)

Drug firm gets a monopoly on harvesting
Yew trees, Jim Stiak, 8/26/91. p. 5.

Logging of a Colorado old-growth forest
seems imminent, Susie Waddoups Jones,
8/26/91, p. 5.

How a Montana reporter wrote what he
saw ... and lost his job, Richard Manning,
9/23/91, p. 1: Reporter reveals atrocious log-
ging practices.

Forest Service tries to force out top
official, Florence Williams, 9/23/91, p. 3.

Agency seeks to stop appeals, Florence
Williams, 9/23/91, p. 3.

Andrus visits a gentler logging site, Julie
Titone, 9/23/91, p. 15.

Four scientists analyze ancient forests for
a congressional committee, Tom Abate,
10/21/91, p. 8.

‘God Squad’ examines Oregon forests,
Florence Williams, 10/2191, p. 9.

Battered Targhee seeks a new course, Kevin
Richert, 11/18/91, p. 6: Targhee National For-
est writes new and less destructive plan.

Old-growth protest leads to court, Erik
Moeller, 12/2/91, p. 2.

A Montana forest slashes its planned tim-
ber cut, Florence Williams, 12/2/91, p. 3.

Environmental reporter quits in Idaho,
Ben Long, 12/16/91, p. 3.

Hazardous wastes

New Mexico outraged over WIPP Interior
land transfer, Tony Davis, 2/11/91, p. 3:
State/federal conflict over nuclear wastes dis-
posal ensues.

Nevada clamps down on importing haz-
ardous wastes, Michael Bencic, 3/1191, p. 6.

DOE flounders over nuclear weapons poli-
cy, William Lanouette, 3/25/91, p. 1.

Hanford’s pollution is spreading, Karen
Dom Steele, 3/25/91, p. 1.

Idaho’s nuclear lab awaits marching
orders, Kevin Richert, 3/25/91, p. 10.

Putting the gloss on storing radioactive waste,
Kevin Richert, 3/25/1, p. 10: David Leroy sells
communities on radioactive waste storage.

Rocky Flats: shut down, but for how long?
R.E. Baird, 3/25/91, p. 12.

Geological controversy haunts Nevada
waste site, N.S. Nokkentved, 3/25/91, p. 13.

An inside view of the Rocky Flats plant,
Carol Jakubauskas, 3/25/91, p. 14.

Rocky Mountain Arsenal's costly cleanup,
Mark Harvey, 4/22/91, p. 4.

New Mexico's Gov. King moves to get
tougher on polluters, Tony Davis, 52091, p. 6.

Idaho’s Andrus battles the U.S. over nucle-
ar ‘waste,’” Kevin Richert and Rocky Barker,
5/20/91, p. 7. :

Idaho is forced to accept nuclear waste,
Stephen Stuebner, 10/21/91, p. 3.

Carrot-and-stick tactics are wearing down
Nevada, Jon Christensen, 11/4/91, p. 5:
Major public relations campaign touts virtues
of nuclear waste.

Military

Nevada Test Site protesters hear it in Kazakh,
Jon Christensen, 1/28/91, p. 15: Successful
Kazakhstani anti-nuclear activists admonish and
advise their American counterparts.

Utah's Dugway Proving Ground adds to
legacy of distrust, Lawrence Mosher,
2/25/91, p. 6: Unclear DEIS for biological
weapons tesling program creates suspicion.

The bombing of the West, Jon Christensen,
5/6/91, p. 1: Military testing exacts high
environmental costs.

Army plans to incinerate poison gas,
Michael O'Reilly, 5/6/91, p. 4.

The Pentagon’s ‘14,400 points of blight,’
Jon Christensen, 5/6/91, p. 10: Report identi-
fies military facilities suspected of toxic con-
tamination.

Creating metaphor to portray our environ-
ment, Jon Christensen, 5/6/91, p. 14: Photog-
rapher captures the poignant destruction of
our home environment for purposes of mili-
tary preparation.

The U.S. military heads west again,
Stephen Stuebner, 10/21/91, p. 4.

The Air Force targets a remote Idaho

county, Stephen Stuebner, 10/21/91, p. 4.
Military closes in on Colorado, Grace
Bukowski, 10/21/91, p. 15.

Mining

How Portal, Ariz., forced a gold mining
firm to back off, John Horning, 2/25/91, p. 5:
Community coalition works to protect aes-
thetic and ecological values of local national
forest lands.

Mining Law is no longer a sacred cow,
Steve Hinchman, 11/4/91, p. 1.

Some see it as a ‘mine from hell,’ others
say it will heal old mining scars, Jim Rob-
bins, 11/4/91, p. 8.

World-class gold deposit creates world-class
controversy, Dennis Davis, 11/4/91, p. 10.

On federal lands, mining slam-dunks all
other uses, Jill Sundby, 11/4/91, p. 10.

National parks

Winter-use plan for Yellowstone and
Grand Teton debated, Erika Zavaleta,
3/2591, p. 5.

A fading Yellowstone ‘vision," Michael
Milstein, 6/3/91, p. 1: Broad ecosystem-
based management loses impetus.

Yellowstone: We must allow it to change,
Holmes Rolston ITI, 6/3/91, p. 12.

Park Service and Geological Survey split
over geysers, Todd Wilkinson, 7/191, p. 7:
Park Service fears that geothermal develop-
ment outside Yellowstone could threaten
geysers in park.

Teton park head calls airport a ‘cancer,’
Brandon Loomis, 8/12/91, p. 3.

Politics runs over park manager, Florence
Williams, 8/12/91, p. 3.

‘Framework’ replaces ‘vision,' Kevin
Richert, 10/7/91, p. 11: Multiple-use interests
override ecological concems in Yellowstone
region management plan.

National park may be in for rough ride

" from oil wells, Yvette LaPierre, 10/7/91, p.5:

Theodore Roosevelt National Park may be
bounded by oil rigs.

Is environmental regulation thefi? David
Hackett, 12/30/91, p. 5: Church Universal
and Triumphant threatens Yellowstone with
nearby hot springs development.

Welcome, floaters, to River City, Daniel
McCool, 12/30/91, p. 15: New flows through
the Grand Canyon do little to mitigate prob-
lems of overuse.

Native Americans

‘The white man has a strange way of miti-
gating stuff,” George Hardeen, 1/28/91, p. 6:
Gravel mine in Woodruff, Ariz., threatens
Hopi spiritual site.

Crows struggle to overcome past political

' corruption, Beth Jacobi, 1/28/91, p. 6.

Indians pursue their Big Wind River rights,
Dave Perry and Lawrence Mosher, 1/2891, p. 7.
Oregon’s Enola Hill: 'diseased forest' or
sacred site? Bill Donahue, 2/25/91, p. 7: Out-

. come of Indian/Forest Service dispute could

set important precedent.

The Pick-Sloan Plan’s ‘shameful legacy,’
Peter Carrels, 3/11/91, p. 11: Historic Missouri
River water project destroyed Indian lands.

Pressure builds to rename Custer Baitlefield
Monument, Michael Bencic, 4/8/91, p. 4.

Wyoming tribes to administer Wind River
water, Geoffrey O'Gara, 5/6/91, p. 5.

Standing Rock Sioux moving to enforce US.
water regs, Marjane Ambler, 5/6/91, p. 5.

MacDonald wins and loses as legal ordeal
continues, George Hardeen, 5/20/91, p. 3:
Corruption trials of former Navajo chairman
continue.

A Vietnam vet tries to preserve the Black-
feet culture, Bert Lindler, 5/20/91, p. 5.

South Dakota's Sioux debate huge national
garbage dump, Peter Carrels, 6/1791, p. 4.

Navajos oppose roadside additions in San
Francisco Peaks, George Hardeen, 6/1791, p. 7.

The Northern Utes’ long water ordeal,
Daniel McCool, 7/15/91, p. 8.

Navajo Nation is now a two-paper town,
George Hardeen, 8/12/91, p. 6.

Indian tribe pushes for a natural river and
canyon, Florence Williams, 8/26/91, p. 12.

Native American ranchers defy land managers

and the courts, Jon Christensen, 9/9/91, p. 10.
An ecumenical group fights for an Indian
spiritual site, Brian Collins, 12/2/91, p. 13.
Trust fund belonging to Navajos has been
bled dry, Florence Williams, 12/16/91, p. 4.

Oll, gas, and oil shale

A Denver oil company invades a Wyoming
artist's retreat, Michael Milstein, 2/11/91, p. 6.

Old laws allow ‘private condemnations’
throughout West, Michael Bencic, 2/1191, p. 6.

Livermore Lab enters oil shale sweep-
stakes, Jon Klusmire, 2/25/91, p. 4: New oil
shale development project planned near
Meeker, Colo.

Forest Service allows drilling near
Wyoming's Brooks Lake, Marit Sander,
4/8/91, p. 5.

Drilling applications pick up in canyon
country, Jacob Forman, 6/17/91, p. 10.

Surveyors sight their way to controversy,
Florence Williams, 9/9/91, p. 3: Surveyors
clearcut pipeline route through land owned
by Grand Junction, Colo.

Opinion

Managing our way back to nature, George
Wuerthner, 2/11/91, p. 13: Natural resource
management conflicts are rooted in two dif-
ferent value systems.

Why subsidize the recovery of the wolf?
Tom Skeele, 4/8/91, p. 16.

The unholy marriage of Bush and oil,
Lawrence Mosher, 5/20/91, p. 15.

Colorado's ‘good' compromise, Lawrence
Mosher, 6/3/91, p. 14: Better to break stalemate
with compromise than to hold up all progress.

Bush has earned a D+ on the environment,
George T. Frampton, 11/4/91, p. 14.

The answer is grasslands, says this histori-
an of the Plains, Donald Worster, 12/16/91,
p- 14: Restoration of grasslands is best means
for preventing another dust bowl.

People

Charles Wilkinson: A Profile, Ed Marston,
8/12/91, p. 11.

How Richard Manning lost a job and found
a calling, Betsy Marston, 9/23/91, p. 11.

Robert Redford: A river runs through him,
Todd Wilkinson, 10/791, p. 16.

Is Babbitt just funny, or is he also shrewd?
Ed Marston, 10/7/91, p. 16.

Jim Baca: An unusual Western politician,
Keith Easthouse, 10/21/91, p. 7.

Robinson family occupies an ever-narrow-
ing niche, Allen Best, 10/21/91, p. 13: Sheep-
herding shapes different sort of family life.

The Pecos wilderness taught Bill deBuys
how to write, Tom Wolf, 12/2/91, p. 16.

John Osborn: ‘I do medicine and I do con-
servation," Julie Titone, 12/30/91, p. 4: Doc-
tor fights for healthy forests,

Photographic features

The shapes of winter, Dan Heidel, 2/25/91,
Pp- 8-9.

The patterned world, Stephen R. Wenger,
3/1191, p.9.

The Sagebrush Ocean, Stephen Trimble,
4/8/91, pp. 8-9.

Nuclear Landscapes, Peter Goin, 5/6/91,
Pp- 8-9.

This land is sacred: photographs by J.D.
Marston, Diane Sylvain, 5/20/91, pp. 8-9.

Wilderness at the Edge, Utah Wilderness
Coalition, reviewed by Lisa Jones, 6/17/91,
pp- 8-9.

Border Towns, Marc Gaede, 7/191, pp. 8-
9: photos and excerpts from Gaede’s photo
essay, “Border Towns.”

Fort Union, Dale Schicketanz, 8/26/91, pp. 8-9.

Politics

State Solons decide Wyoming is no
‘nation’ of ‘Sheep,’ Michael Milstein, 4/8/91,
p. 4: Satiric proposal in state legislature illu-
minates extremism of Wyoming's new sage-
brush rebels.

Another Western senator takes a walk,
Rocky Barker, 9/9/91, p. 3: Steve Symms
leaves Idaho's congressional delegation.

Two say politics rule their agencies, HCN
staff, 10/7/91, p. 1: Transcripts of Lorraine
Mintzmyer's (NPS) and John Mumma'’s
(USFS) testimonies before House Civil Ser-
vice Subcommittee.

Public lands

BLM coal swap called ‘a gross inequity' and

awater threat, John Homing, 2/11/91, p. 5. administrati
Federal study finds few illegal grazers 10/7P1, p. 1
fined by BLM, Lisa Jones, 2/25/91, p. 6. Rancher
BLM to get ‘riparian showcase' in Nevada Christensen,
land swap, Jon Christensen, 3/11/91, p. 4. BLM offic
Easter Jeep Safari gears up for ‘high private land,
noon’ in Moab, Erika Zavaleta, 3/11/91, p. 6. Eco-grazi
Ranger Gillies meets New Age in Sedona, and the seas
Arizona, Jonathan Sidener, 3/25091, p. 3. Careful shee
Overgrazing: feds move to end it, ranchers than thought
fight back in court as political clout fades, New graz
Lisa Jones, 4/8/91, p. 1. Jeff Burgess,
Filmmaker unfazed by Ford grazing pull- e =
out, Peter Eichstaedt, 7/15/91, p. 4: Ford Recreation
Motor Co. drops its support for grazing docu-
mentary. i Heli-skiing
High noon in Nevada, Jon Christensen, Range uses,
9/9/91, p. 1: Land use conflict arises between Tickling t
Forest Service and ranchers. Tad Brook
Rancher Wayne Hage says: ‘There are no Divide Natic
public lands left,’ Jon Christensen, 9/9/91, p. 9. lar route link
Why is Mike Synar a ‘wanted’ man in the Are deseri
West? John Brinkley, 9/9/91, p. 11: Synar’s dust? Dale §
proposal to raise grazing fees makes him e
unpopular among ranchers. Recycling
There’s not much peace out on the public e ——
range: For Klumps, the sky's the limit, Jef- The ups a
frey D. Burgess, 9/9/91, p. 12: Klump family newsprint, S
brashly violates BLM guidelines. Oregon fir
Endangered trout and cattle clash, Jeffrey products, Lar
D. Burgess, 9/9/91, p. 12: Overgrazing threat- —
ens trout habitat. Water
Rancher says fee increase is needed, over- e
due, Thomas Taylor, 9/9/91, p. 13. Snails, lir
Now that everyone knows how the public serve an ldc
lands are really managed, will the Bush

1/28/91, p.

Morning hoarfrost in Boise, Idaho
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administration choose reform? Ed Marston,
10/7P1, p. 13.

Rancher sues the Forest Service, Jon
Christensen, 10/2191, p. 3.

BLM office tries, and tries again, to buy
private land, Jane Bailie, 10/21/91, p. 5.

Eco-grazing: Shepherd follows his flock
and the seasons, Allen Best, 10/21/91, p. 11:
Careful sheep herding may harm range less
than thought.

New grazing rules may cut public input,
Jeff Burgess, 11/4/91, p. 4.

Recredation

Heli-skiing forces review of Utah's Wasatch
Range uses, Scott Dissel, 4/8/91, p. 3.

Tickling the spine of the Rocky Mountains,
Tad Brooks, 9/9/91, p. 14: Continental
Divide National Scenic Trail offers spectacu-
lar route linking the Rockies.

Are desert visitors turning fragile soils into
dust? Dale S. Tumer, 11/18/91, p. 10.

Recycling

The ups and downs of shifting to recycled
newsprint, Sarah McCoy, 3/11/91, p. 8.

Oregon firm recycles trash to replace wood
products, Lance Robertson, 5/20/91, p. 4.

Water

Snails, limpets and a sculpin help to pre-
serve an Idaho treasure, Neils Nokkentved,
1/28/91, p. 4: The Endangered Species Act

temporarily protects from damming Box
Canyon, a privately owned but nationally sig-
nificant spring on the Snake River.

Idaho savors its waters as region seeks
more hydropower, Stephen Stuebner,
2/1191, p. 4.

Fight to save Gunnison's gold-medal trout
wins reprieve, Lisa Jones, 2/1191, p. 3.

Foes of two dams charge back-room poli-
tics, Kevin Richert, 2/1191, p. 11.

Colorado enters a new water era, Steve
Hinchman, 2/25/91, p. 1.

Gunnison fights off the Front Range, Gary
Sprung, 2/25/91, p. 10: Community activism
keeps water in rural area.

California begs for more Colorado water,
Mark Harvey, 2/25/91, p. 12.

Missouri: a river basin at war, Peter Car-
rels and Lawrence Mosher, 3/11/91, p. 1.

Arizona golf courses suck water from domes-
tic uses, Stephen M. Jones, 3/25/91, p. 4.

Colorado Front Range diversion threatens
bio lab, Beth Jacobi, 4/8/91, p. 6.

Aurora gives up on Gunnison River water
scheme, Steve Hinchman, 4/8/91, p. 6.

Navajos pull the plug on Animas-La Plata
water project, Lisa Jones, 4/2291, p. 3.

Nature Conservancy buys Utah wetlands,
Damian Fagan, 5/6/91, p. 3.

A grassroots campaign stops new dams on an
Idaho River, Stephen Stuebner, 5/2091, p. 4.

Artists create mural to fight Colorado
water project, Becky Rumsey, 6/17/91, p. 5.

The CUP Story: Why Utah wants ‘the
bureau’ out, Steve Hinchman, 7/15/91, p. 1:
Unsuccessful Central Utah Project reveals

Dan Heidel

numerous Bureau of Reclamation blunders.

The nuts and bolts of the Central Utah
Project, Steve Hinchman, 7/15/91, p. 12.

Utah's Bear River: another CUP? John
Homning, 7/15/91, p. 14.

A father's view of a dam proposal, Grego-
ry O. Trainor, 7/15/91, p. 20.

West's Grand Old Water Doctrine Dies,
Charles F. Wilkinson, 8/12/91, p. 1.

Wilkinson eulogizes an old scourge, and
warns against a new one, Ed Marston,
8/12/91, p. 10: Decline of the Prior Appropri-
ation doctrine heralds new challenges.

It was California that determined the West's
use of water, Ed Marston, 8/12/91, p. 13.

Two Forks proponents may sue to revive
project, Florence Williams, 8/12/91, p. 14,

Government tames its wild, destructive
dam, Florence Williams, 8/26/91, p. 10: New
management plan for Glen Canyon Dam
could restore ecological integrity.

Plan would protect Rio Grande corridor,
Gingy Anderson, 9/23/91, p. 4.

Foes try to swamp wetlands protection,
Dena Leibman, 9/23/91, p. 5: Bush adminis-
tration wetland definition poses particular
threat to Western wetlands.

In New Mexico, the issue is water, Tony
Davis, 9/23/91, p. 9.

Retreating Lake Powell reworks the San
Juan River, Tamara Wiggins, 10/7/91, p. 6.

For whom should the Arkansas flow? Rick
Craig, 10/7/91, p. 7.

Dunes, Stephen Gascoyne, 10/7/91, p. 9:
Water export could destabilize Great Sand
Dunes National Monument.

Two visions clash in a southern Colorado
water court, Barry Noreen, 11/491, p. 3.

A California water district shifts policy,
Florence Williams, 11/4/91, p. 3.

Basin fights off city slickers, Ed Marston,
11/4/91, p. 6: Rural Gunnison, Colo., holds
onto its water.

The public gets a chance to revamp dams
built 50 years ago, Brian Collins, 12/2/91, p. 1.

A large bureaucracy with a mission, Brian
Collins, 12/2/91, p. 8: The whos and whats of
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC).

Groups find ways to change how dams are
run, Brian Collins, 12/2/91, p. 11.

Tiny snails could affect eight dams,
Stephen Stuebner, 12/16/91, p. 5.

Reformers hold dams hostage, Steve
Hinchman, 12/30/91, p. 3: Water projects on
hold until reforms are made.

Wilderness

Forest Service spends wilderness money on
logging, Tracy Stone-Manning, 4/8/91,p. 7.

Colorado wilderness compromise upsets con-
servationists, Stephen Gascoyne, 6/3/91, p. 4.

Colorado areas proposed for wilderness
designation, Stephen Gascoyne, 6/3/91, p. 4.

Idaho attempt to mediate wilderness issue
collapses, Kevin Richert, 6/391, p. 5.

Utah's canyons cut to the bone, Lisa Jones,
6/17/91, p. 1: Utahns struggle to determine
fate of canyon country.

Nevada's BLM wilderness issue just sim-
mers along, Jon Christensen, 7/1/91, p. 6.

Mining pressure forces last-minute BLM
wilderness review, Michael J. Robinson,
7/15/91, p. 4.

Low country wilderness, Florence
Williams, 9/23/91, p. 6: Only lands without
development potential included in BLM
wilderness proposal.

It's Colorado, but the land looks very
Utah, John Horning, 9/23/91, p. 7: Fate of
western Colorado’s arid lands at stake.

In Montana, not many cared, Tracy Stone-
Manning, 9/23/91, p. 7: Only 2 percent of
BLM land recommended for wilderness.

Oregon group floats a wilderness
proposal, Tom Ribe, 92391, p. 9.

In Wyoming, oil companies didn't leave
much, Michael Milstein, 9/23/91, p. 8: Only
1.4 percent of BLM land recommended for
wildemess.

New fight looms over Kaiparowits, Mark
MacAllister, 11/18/91, p. 4: Coal mine devel-
opment threatens proposed wilderness area.

Water fight sinks wilderness bill, Lawrence
Mosher, 12/2/91, p. 6.

A Montana wilderness bill is likely, Tracy
Stone-Manning, 12/2/91, p. 3.

Wildlife

Coyote slaughter: A federal killing
machine rolls on, Michael Milstein, 1/28/91,
p. 1: Costly federal predator control program
makes little sense.

Livestock people quibble over wolf-reintro-

duction panel, Kevin Richert and Steve
Hinchman, 1/28/91, p. 3.

The wolves are coming anyway, Steve
Hinchman, 1/28/91, p. 3.

Can Idaho now tolerate the Endangered
Species Act? Neils Nokkentved, 1/28/91, p. 4.

How Sy keeps the coyotes away, Michael
Milstein, 1/28/91, p. 13: Dogs offer an alter-
native form of predator control.

Glen Canyon Dam’s unexpected bonanza,
George Hardeen, 2/11/91, p. 4: Cold, clear
dam releases offer new habitat to trout and
bald eagles.

Montana's bison extermination policy to
continue, Patrick Dawson, 2/11/91, p. 5.

Rancher calls for managed natural state,
Patrick Dawson, 2/1191, p. 5.

Colorado considers wild elk sales to
ranches, Bob Kretschman, 2/11/91, p. 7.

TB threatening West's wild elk herds,
Michael Milstein, 2/25/91, p. 3.

How Montana cares for its orphaned black
bears, Bert Lindler, 3/11/91, p. 3.

Collectors threaten rare butterfly in San
Juans, Steve Boyle, 3/1191, p. 6.

Poppers defend their ‘Buffalo Commons'
vision in Montana, Parrick Dawson, 3/25/91, p. 6.

Yellowstone Park Bison to be killed for
research, Todd Wilkinson, 4/8/91, p. 3.

The high country society of marmots at
play, Michelle Mara, 4/8/91, p. 3.

Yellowstone cancels bison kill because of
lawsuit, Todd Wilkinson, 4/22/91, p. 3.

Wolf reintroduction to Yellowstone — an
endless debate? Patrick Dawson, 5/6/91, p. 3.

Illegal wolf kills hurt recovery in Northern
Rockies, Mollie Matteson, 5/6/91, p. 3.

Birth control for wild horses? Don't
laugh; it's coming, Emily Jackson, 6/3/91, p.
7: Fertility control considered as means of
limiting wild horse populations.

Dancing with wolves in Yellowstone, Bill
Phelps, 6/3/91, p. 13: Author considers
wolves' perspective.

Montana spurns feds to hold spring grizzly
hunt, Patrick Dawson, 6/17/91, p. 7.

Critics say agency moves at tortoise pace,
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Line Reference Target L

CONTEMPORARY NATIVE AMERICAN POETRY

For one thing, you can believe it:

the skin chewed soft enough to wear,
the bones hewn hard as a totem
from hemlock. It's a kind of scare-

crow that will follow you home nights.
You've seen it ragged against a field,
but you seldom think, at the time,

to get there it had to walk through hell.

Jim Barnes
Kirksville, Missouri

THE MAN FROM WASHINGTON

The end came easy for most of us.

Packed away in our crude beginnings

in some far corner of a flat world,

we didn’t expect much more

than firewood and buffalo robes

to keep us warm. The man came down,

a slouching dwarf with rainwater eyes,

and spoke to us. He promised

that life would go on as usual,

that treaties would be signed, and everyone —
man woman and child — would be inoculated
against a world in which we had no part,

a world of wealth, promise and fabulous disease.

James Welch
Missoula, Montana

SOMETHING ABOUT BEING AN INDIAN

There’s something about being an Indian
we say to each other in a Bishop saloon
both of us forty with pony tails

grown long down to our Levi butts.

Yes brother, it is the heart, and it is

the blood we share.

The heart alone is not enough.

Shoshone man, Fort Washakie, Wyoming

There’s something about being an Indian
we say in soft whiskey voices that remember
many soft, brown women.

We laugh past the window and its vision
of constant traffic, the aimless yuppies
bound for the ski lodges.

Snow must be licentious for such fools:

white sheets to be soiled with temporal chill.
Yes, there's something about being an Indian
we say as we exit into the warmth
of Hell's secondary nature,
a place we call the Fire Water World.
Adrian C. Louis
Pine Ridge, South Dakota

INDIAN

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN RUNNING
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BACKLASH

The cage bars are buzzard brown
deeply brown
as if intending to be
a deception of skin
angry and firm as | shake them
in my velocity dance.
They do not rattle
but laugh out loud.

My finger bones,
reproduced in your books, x-rayed into helplessness,
shatter. | am silenced
and ground under
your bulldozing chant.
Things are kept still
as ghosts are polishing the chains.

It's not that your songs

are so much stronger

or your feet more deeply

rooted, but that

there are

so many of you
shouting in a single voice
like a giant child.

Wendy Rose
Coarsegold, California

e —————
ALL WINTER
In winter | remember
how the white snow
swallowed those who came before me.
They sing from the earth.

This is what happened to the voices.
They have gone underground.

| remember how the man named Fire
carried a gun. | saw him

burning.

His ancestors live in the woodstove
and cry at night and are broken.
This is what happens to fire.

It consumes itself.

In the coldest weather, | recall
that | am in every creature

and they are in me.

My bones feel the terrible ache
and want to fall open

in fields of vanished mice

and horseless hooves.

And | know how long it takes

to travel the sky,

for buffalo are still living

across the drifting face of the moon.

These nights the air is full of spirits.
They breathe on windows.

They are the ones that leave fingerprints
on glass when they point out

the things that happen,

the things we might forget.

Linda Hogan
ldledale, Colorado

DANDELION

In grease-bubbling heat

a soft orange alley cat spats

streaking through bleak and battered traffic
to reach the slim shadow of a dead palm tree.
He, t0o, is a survivor.

In this barrio of thieves and whores

in the murderous morning smog

| sweat cleanly into my last clean shirt

and march erect past my feline brother.

My broken watch tells me | am possibly late
to ask a man | despise

for a job washing dishes.

A dandelion in violent bloom

in a sidewalk crack mumbles something
when | hop over it and continue on my way.

Adrian C. Louis
Pine Ridge, South Dakota
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Apaches split over nuclear waste

———— by Tony Davis

ESCALERO, N.M. —
At the Inn of the
Mountain Gods, a
fountain bursts from an
artificial lake; a tepee
stands on the far shore-
line. The $20 million inn bills itself as
“New Mexico’s most distinguished
resort.” It’s certainly one of the most
opulent resting spots in the state, at $238
per person for a two-night stay during
ski season.

The inn is the product of the
Mescalero Apaches, a tribe of 3,000 peo-
ple who have built a string of economic
success stories. Others are a $30 million
ski resort, a sawmill, a bingo parlor, a
fish hatchery and two fishing lakes, cat-
tle ranches and an elk hunt,

Few tribes have also proclaimed
their attachment to the environment
more consistently than the Mescaleros,
whose leaders were making speeches
about protecting the land long before it
became fashionable.

“To him (the Indian) the land was
sacred,” Mescalero president Wendell
Chino told an Albuquerque audience in
1966. “A part of his God was the land.
The land sustained man, and man did no
harm to it.”

Today, however, the marriage of
progress and preservation on the
460,000-acre Mescalero reservation is
threatening to crack. Tribal leaders were
first in the nation to agree to study tem-
porary storage of high-level radioactive
waste from power plants. Called a
“Monitored Retrievable Storage Study,”
it has turned Indians against Indians and
Indians against Anglos.

Chino, tribal president for well over
30 years, is drawing most of the attacks
from those who don’t want the tribe in
the business of storing spent nuclear
fuel rods for 40 years. Over the years,
Chino has also won most of the credit
for making the tribe synonymous with
progress.

Chino, now 66, has a small sign on
his desk that says, “Be nice to me, I'm
hard to replace.” For many, it is hard to
imagine the Mescaleros without him.

He’s been hailed as a saviour and

blasted as a dictator as he
fought gov-

Mescalero president Wendell Chino

Ron Guerin

A successful tribe
gets entangled with
a hot issue

emors, judges and agencies on behalf of
his tribe. He dismisses accusations that
he wins elections by 2-1 margins
through vote fraud.

He’s known as a national pioneer in
the battle for tribal sovereignty. He's
won far more court battles than he’s lost
in efforts to assure the tribe’s right to sell
liquor, divert water from a river and con-
duct elk hunts.

But now his critics accuse Chino of
being greedy. The

waste stor-

age plan
has drawn
strong
opposition
from New

Mexico

Gov.
Bruce

King and the
state’s  two

The giant Mescalero store on the reservation

senators. Plus, many residents in Rui-
doso, a town on the reservation’s eastern
edge, say they fear a nuclear waste site
could wreck tourism.

“Mr. Chino seems to think that
because we have close ties to the earth,
having nuclear wastes will be good for
the reservation,” says Mimi Hoahwah, a
Mescalero nursing student who attends
New Mexico University in neighboring
Alamogordo.

“He’s only looking at the dollar
signs. He’s not looking at the elders or
the children,”

But Chino, who once fought the
U.S. Department of Energy’s efforts to
bring a permanent military nuclear waste
dump to Carlsbad, N.M., is the kind of
leader the DOE is looking for today.

For anyone willing to take the high-
level nuclear wastes from commercial
nuclear power plants, the DOE is dan-
gling promises of millions of dollars in

annual payments (see story page 13).
Plus, Energy Department officials are
offering hundreds of jobs and countless
benefits, such as schools, hospitals, air-
ports, new roads, or virtually any other
kind of public improvement one can
imagine.

On the Apache Mescalero reservation,
financial help would be welcome. While
they’re better off than they were 50 or 60
years ago when they lived in shacks and
teepees, the tribe still has an unemployment
rate of 35 percent. When the tribe applied
for and received the $100,000 MRS grant
last October, Chino was in the midst of his
campaign for re-election.

Since then, four other tribes and two
county governments in five Western
states, plus Minnesota, have applied for
similar federal grants (see stories page
15). The battle over this temporary waste
dump is shaping up as another in a long
string of fights over Eastern wastes com-
ing west. Nearly 85 percent of the
nation’s high-level nuclear wastes today
sit in pools or in dry storage casks in
reactors east of Mississippi.

For Chino, much of the furor over
the waste study is premature. He says he
and his tribe see the storage scheme sim-
ply as a prospective business venture and
a chance to help the country solve a
national problem.

“Right now, I have no desire other
than to complete the study,” says Chino.
“If it’s not feasible, we won’t go for-
ward.

“I don’t play games with my peo-
ple,” Chino said. “They put their trust in
me, and I remain faithful with that trust.”

REMEMBER GERONIMO

The history of the Apache
Mescaleros is anything but serene, even
by the standards of late 19th-century
U.S. government-Indian relations.

From the 1850s until 1886, govem-
ment troops and Apaches waged
unremitting war in southern New Mexi-
co, with death and destruction punctuat-
ed by brief, fruitless efforts at peacemak-
ing. The fighting stopped only when the
U.S. government exiled 390 members of
a band of ancestors of the current
Mescaleros, including warrior Geroni-
mo, to Florida and later to Fort Sill,
Okla., for more than 25 years.

Today, the Mescalero leaders are
cooperating with the government instead
of fighting it. A descendant of two key
19th-century Apache leaders is one of
the biggest fans of the tribe’s new
approach. Elbys Hugar is the grand-
daughter of Naiche, a warrior who
endured the tribe’s decades of imprison-
ment, and great-granddaughter of leg-
endary Apache chief Cochise. She calls
Wendell Chino a great man.

“In the 1930s we had to carry our
water from the creeks and wood from the

Ron Guerin
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Inn of the Mountain Gods

mountains,” says Hugar, who runs the
tribe’s cultural center. “In those days, we
used straw to make mattresses.

“Now we all live in new homes, and
we have running water in the houses, we
have electricity in the house, heat and
bathrooms. Wendell is the one who
brought us here.”

Tribal members today work as
clerks and managers of their resorts,
counselors for health care agencies, log-
gers at the sawmill and managers at the
fishing lakes. They live in frame-stucco
and concrete block houses that could
belong to a modern American suburb,

Hugar answered questions about her
views on the nuclear waste study by
telling a story about her great-grandfa-
ther. “Cochise wanted us to change from
the beginning to the white man’s ways.
He made friends with the white man, he
learned how to talk English and how to
get along with white people.

“Today, I know this waste is some-
thing very important to all of us, but for
myself, I really don’t know what to do.
If it’s safe for the people, it’s OK, but for
my grandchildren and children, they
should know what it is,” Hugar says.

But two men who descend from
another great Apache warrior, Geroni-
mo, are the leaders of those who say the
wastes don’t belong here. Brothers
Joseph and Harlyn Geronimo have run
and lost repeatedly against Chino for
tribal president, and have peppered each
defeat with charges of vote fraud. Harlyn
made the most recent effort against
Chino; he lost 493-210,

At a recent meeting of tribal mem-
bers on the waste study, Joseph Geroni-
mo asked nuclear waste consultants and
tribal leaders pointed questions again
and again.

“Every single treaty we’ve ever
made with the U.S. government has been
broken,” Geronimo says. “What recourse
do we have if the government breaks
this?”

“This treaty will be approved by
both houses of Congress and signed by
the president,” replies Miller Hudson, a
Denver, Colo.-based nuclear waste con-
sultant for the tribe. “Number two, it will
be a legally binding contract that will be
enforced in court.”

“All the other treaties that were bro-
ken by the U.S. government were heard
in the courts, but what did we get from
it?” retorts Geronimo.

Today, the Geronimo brothers and
their followers are using the waste issue
to raise old concerns that Chino is out of

Ron Guerin

touch with his people. They’ve held
meetings to organize opposition and
have linked with critics in nearby Rui-
doso to form a united Anglo-Mescalero
front against the project.

The Mescaleros’ introduction to
nuclear waste was quiet, so quiet that
many tribal members say they knew
nothing about the issue until the study

was virtually a done deal.

It started in July 1990, when nuclear
waste consultant Hudson flew to the
reservation to discuss another proposal:
to temporarily store far less dangerous
plutonium-tainted wastes from the
Rocky Flats weapons plant in Colorado,
until the Waste Isolation Pilot Project
was ready to open outside Carlsbad,
N.M.

The idea never flew because the fed-
eral government never issued a formal
request for proposals for the projects.
But Hudson managed to build bridges
with the Mescaleros.

Their elementary school had burned
down a few months earlier, and they
needed textbooks and desks for their
temporary building. After hunting
around Denver, Hudson came up with
300 desks and about 100 boxes full of
textbooks. Critics were later to view
Hudson’s action with suspicion; Hudson
portrayed it as a simple act of helping.

“I kind of went out on a limb and
figured we were going to be a partner
with the Mescalero Apaches, on all prob-
lems, not just things we were interested
in,” says Hudson, a former two-term
state legislator and Denver County
Democratic Party chairman.

A year later, Hudson and other pri-
vate nuclear consultants were back
again, this time to discuss the high-level
waste storage issue. In August 1991, the
tribal council voted to apply for the
$100,000 federal grant, and the applica-
tion hit the New Mexico newspapers in
early October.

Within weeks, opposition had bro-

ken out. In late October, the pastor at St.
Joseph’s Mission told reporters that 85
percent of the church’s 300 members
were against the waste storage plan.

A reporter’s informal interviews
among about 20 Mescaleros found that
three-fourths were opposed. Even some
Chino supporters were speaking against
the plan.

“It’s just the thought of nuclear
waste,” says Beverly Kirgan, wife of a
tribal councilman. “I don’t know much
about it, but I don’t want it. No one that I
know is for it. I just have a feeling that if
they put this up for a vote, it will be ‘no’
all the way around.”

A half-dozen tribal members said
they were opposed to the idea of storing
nuclear wastes, but didn’t want their
names printed.

“There’s a lot of fear on the reserva-
tion now,” says Donalyn Torres, an
activist who lost badly to Chino in the
September tribal primary election. “You
could cut it with a knife.”

Stories and rumors about a darker
side of life on the reservation under
Chino began to surface. The most com-
mon rumor was that Chino was pushing
the waste proposal because tribal busi-
nesses such as the Inn were ailing. Har-
lyn Geronimo, who makes bronze sculp-
tures of the Apaches’ mountain gods,
noted that annual tribal dividend pay-
ments to members had dropped from
$500 to $100 over a decade.

Chino, however, denied the tribe
had financial problems. He said it had

Continued next page

1o 15,000 tons of hxghly radioacnve
spent fuel rods, standing 12 to 18 feet

mammoth steel or concrete casks.

spent fuel rods exist today and DOE
estimates the number will lop 40,000
by 2000.

- The rods, whose gamma rays can
penetrate skin and kill on contact,
would travel from nuclear power
plants to the storage plant by truck or
rail. Later, they could be shipped to a
permanent repository planned at Yucca
Mountain, Nev. '

’I‘hc U S Department of Energy rs

- -Eastcrn states. When DOE tned to

high and shielded from the public by
~ my and tourism.
Nationwide, about 20,000 tons of

: bmld them have bee killed in threc

build this plant in Tennessee in the
middle 1980s, ‘state officials produced
a study saying it would hurt the econo-

Environmental groups, such as the
Washington, D.C.-based Don’t Waste
U.S., have warned that the fuel rod
storage casks could leak if their seals
break or an air pressure buildup causes
arupture.

“This material takes away the
ability of the average mind to deal
with it,” said Bill Petty, a Ruidoso,

N.M., landowner and Texas business-
man who says he used to work with
fuel rods as a federal contractor. “This
stuff will do it to you — it’s putting
out so much radlauon and 1l_ s 50

: unprcdwtable.;-

_ ‘ease fears that DOE would ram a site
- down someone’s throat, Congress cre-

- Waste Negotiator. The job of negotia-
~tor David Leroy is to find a volunieer
~ host.

remams the same as it was five years
. ago. 'I'hcy re worried that the “tempo-

 repository keeps slipping.
 Hudson has predicted it probably

 the nation’s electric utilities to take the
 fuel rods off their hands a Iot sooner.
Al utilities operating nuclear power
plants have signed contracts commit-
 tinig DOE to take title to the fuel rods

_ responsibility for high-level wastes,
_and it’s not going to do that at 120_
. reaCtor sncs amund the COuntry -

ated a new Office of the Nuclear

- Opponents’ blggest fear, however,

rary” storage plant will ‘become a per-
manent dump site in dlsgulsc as the
opening of the Yucca Mountam Nev.,

It s now slated to open m. 2010

won’ t open until 2020. :
DOE is under heavy pressme from

in 1998. But in a recent report, the
General Accounting Office warned
that controversy over the storage pro-
ject probably will delay its opening,
and that the utilities probably will sue
DOE.

Many critics have said this plant
isn’t needed. “A number of studies and
industry representatives have conclud-
ed that virtually all utilities should be
able to store their spent fuel through
their plants’ licensed life and beyond,”
the General Accounting Office said in
its report..

“Do I think the utilities can do
that? Yes. But it would be absolutely
irresponsible,” said DOE’s Isaacs.
“The nation has a commitment to take
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Mescalero Apaches split
over nuclear waste ...

(Continued from page 13)

only recently invested $35 million in the
ski resort for improvements.

Geronimo claims to have recently
gotten two letters threatening his life,
although he never pressed charges. He
and several other tribal members say
Chino denied them access to tribal finan-
cial records, although Chino insisted in
an interview that any Mescalero could
see them whenever they wanted.

Critics Torres, Geronimo, Juanita
Makil and Francine Nagoosh say they or
their spouses had either gotten fired or
been unable to get jobs after they spoke
out against Chino’s policies.

Chino and other high-level tribal offi-
cials, however, say the critics were either
victims of the recession or had acted
improperly by attending political meetings
without notifying their employers.

“This is not a democratic place —
it’s like communism,” says Makil, who
today works for a tribal social service
program. “One person rules the area, and
people are afraid to speak up on any-
thing. They’re afraid for their jobs.”

In an interview before the election,
Chino scoffed at the idea that he is too
powerful. He said if people didn’t like
him, they wouldn’t keep re-electing him.

Flipping through an appointment
book, Chino noted the scores of tribal
members who had gotten in to see him and
reminded a reporter that he had been able
to walk into the president’s office “without
going through two or three secretaries.”

“Wendell Chino doesn’t run a
closed shop, he doesn’t run a closed gov-
emment,” Chino says.

But after the election, Harlyn
Geronimo filed a vote fraud complaint
with the Tribal Court because the tribe’s
election board had refused his request to
appoint an election observer. The court
turned him down.

“The two candidates for Tribal
Council who engaged in deceit, lies and
smear campaign all lost,” Chino says in
a post-election press release. “My oppo-
nent, Harlyn Geronimo, was the lowest
vote getter in the election. He ended up
at the bottom of the pile.”

NOT ON TRIBAL LAND

Where both sides agree is that the
tribal land is still sacred. It’s a blissful
place, where endless groves of pifion and
juniper dot the hillsides and where deer
and elk roam the highways at night.

After the storm broke over the waste
project, Chino sent a letter to tribal
members promising not to put the waste
on the reservation. The tribe has talked
of buying private land or trying to get
federal land transferred to them for the
site.

So far, officials have looked at three
locations. One is the Three Rivers area
in desert flats west of the reservation on
the edge of the White Sands Missile
Range. Another is in alkali flats just off
the reservation’s southeastern edge. The
third once was the home of U.S. Army
outpost Fort Stanton, which, consultant
Hudson noted pointedly, the U.S. gov-
emment used as a base of operations to
ride herd over the Apaches 120 years
ago.

The Mescaleros have also told the
federal government they don’t want the
wastes without certain assurances. For
instance, they say they don’t want work-
ers at the MRS site to have to open the
metal-encased spent fuel rods and

repackage them into new containers to
ship to a permanent repository.

Since last fall’s election, tribal lead-
ers have held numerous meetings to
explain the study to members.

“The tribal council will not be blind
to the hazards that may exist with the
project based on the study and we will
not let money or financial gain overshad-
ow the safety and well-being of our trib-
al members,” Chino says in his letter to
the tribe.

When he built the Inn of the Moun-
tain Gods and the ski resort, Chino
recalled, he had to relocate people living
in those areas, but he consulted with
them first.

“Do you think we would have
moved those people out without getting
their approval? No way,” says Chino.
“Until we determine the feasibility of the
project, we’re not going to say we’ll put
it here or we’ll put it there.”

Whether it goes on or off the reser-
vation, the high-level waste project will
have few friends in New Mexico’s state
government. The first day the project
became publicly known, Gov. King told
Chino he was adamantly opposed. Since
then the governor’s opposition has
grown stronger.

“He’s resigned to WIPP (the Waste
Isolation Pilot Project), but he’s digging in
his boot heels to discourage the idea that
New Mexico be seen as a further reposito-
1y of nuclear storage,” King’s press secre-
tary John McKean says. “New Mexico has
no large commercial power plant reactors,
We don’t feel we should be responsible for
high-level wastes.

“We’ve got a lot of open space here,
and not many urban areas, and it’s real
dry,” McKean says. “So at first glance,
people think this may be a good place to
bring wastes. They will be hearing
increasingly from those of us who live
here that that may not be the case.”

Chino declined to speculate whether
he’ll try to push the proposal through
over King’s opposition. But he noted
that the state is already filled with left-
overs from the nuclear era.

First, noted Chino, there are the
Sandia and Los Alamos national labora-
tories, which dumped wastes on the
ground in the 1940s and 1950s. Then,
uranium mines and tailings piles are all

Line Reference Ta

Ron Guerin

Children playing at the reservation’s elementary school

ties, there always was room for another
one. Now that an Indian community
comes along, people say ‘time out,
we’ve done our part,” ”

NEIGHBORS SAY NIMBY — NOT
IN MY BACKYARD

In Ruidoso, the waste proposal has
triggered fears of economic disaster. The
city is a virmal colony of tourists, mainly
Texans, with a year-round population of
4,500. But it jumps to 25,000 during the
summer when thousands pack Ruidoso
Downs to see the All-American Futurity,
long the nation’s richest quarter-horse race.

More than 60 percent of the homes
are vacation homes. One former resident,
Renee Castle of the Dallas area, sold her
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Both sides agree the tribal land

Is still sacred.
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over the Navajo reservation. There’s also
White Sands Missile Range, 60 miles
west, where the first atomic bomb test
exploded nearly 47 years ago.

“Why don’t those officials look at
the situation at Sandia lab? Why don’t
they walk the canyons of Los Alamos?
Why didn’t these officials ask the
Mescaleros if they could set off the
atomic bomb 60 miles from here if they
are so concerned about the welfare of my
people and the people of this state?”
Chino says.

Consultant Hudson charged that
racism underlined much of the opposition.

“Here’s a state where DOE and New
Mexico have done a lot of these waste
dumps and screwed them up for a fare-
thee-well,” Hudson says.

“As long as it was Anglo communi-

family’s 1,400-square-foot home just
before Thanksgiving because she didn’t
want nuclear waste “in her back yard.” A
half-dozen other people in Ruidoso say
they’ve put off or cancelled plans to buy
land or a house because of the nuclear
waste study.

Although the Ruidoso city council
and county commission have opposed
the nuclear dump study, Castle said
many people in Ruidoso still think noth-
ing will happen.

“They think Chino is playing one of
his games again. He isn’t. There’s too
much money at stake,” Castle says. “When
you throw that much money at anyone,
you see what happens to our politics every
day. He doesn’t even have to have the ski
lodge if he gets this thing going: If he gets
$10 million a year from the DOE, why

does he need a ski lodge?”

There’s been no love lost between the
tribe and Ruidoso over the years. Some
Mescaleros have told consultant Miller
Hudson about bigoted signs in the 1960s
Ruidoso stores. The signs said: “No dogs
or Indians.” And many Ruidoso residents
fought Chino years ago when the president
wanted to build an artificial lake for his Inn
of the Mountain Gods. The lake needed
water from a stream that eventually goes
through Ruidoso.

In 1985, the local Ruidoso News
lampooned the Mescaleros’ decision to
change the name of their ski resort from
Sierra Blanca to Ski Apache. They print-
ed a cartoon showing Wendell Chino’s
head on the mountain where the resort
lies. Chino, angered, promptly cancelled
a plan that the tribe and city were work-
ing on to build a railroad line from the
reservation to Ruidoso.

“There’s a love-hate relationship
between us and Chino, no question about
it,” says longtime Ruidoso Realtor Bill
Hirschfield. “But we’re happy to have
the tribe as neighbors. They’re a very
progressive tribe, and they’ve done a lot
for the community.

“But what I'm hearing from clients
of mine now is: What is Wendell trying
to do?” Hirschfield says. “What game is
he playing? Is he serious? Does he have
another motive?”

That may not be clear for months or
years. Tribal leaders and their consul-
tants insist that they mean business, but
won’t decide to proceed until they’ve
consulted with their neighbors, and even
with anti-nuclear groups.

But the final decision whether to
build this site rests with Congress. And
there, any opposition may not mean
much when powerful states like New
York, Florida and California swing their
weight. |

Tony Davis is a staff reporter for the
Albuquerque Tribune.
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Waste project lures hard-luck areas

‘?'Fremont Cbunty application opposed
by the Wyoming Outdoor Council

-_: 3 _Fremont County crashed in
_the mid-1980s. While most

mum and all of its iron-ore mining
~_jobs, and more than 3,800 people
became unemployed. The population

dropped from 40, 250 m 1980, to

33,600 in 1990. =

Fremont County, in ‘west-central
‘Wyoming, also lost nearly two-thirds
~of its assessed valuation, dropping from

~ 8514 million in 1983, to $202 million
in 1989, It has only now slightly

~_rebounded to $241 million.

::§ held today 11

The council quOles a September 1991
‘Government Accounting Office report
that states “virtually all utilities can
. store their waste on-site well beyond ...
~2010,” the earliest date a permanent
site at Yucca Mountain, Nev., could

begin storing spent fuel rods.

. *“lt’s too costly and a waste of
money.” A 198? ‘Tennessee study esti-

mated the MRS bcnefn-cost ratio at
- best at 1:4, and that did not include the

‘millions promised host communmes
the council says.

« “The MRS ... creates the poten-
tial for greater health and safety risks”
than storing the waste on-site at reac-
tors. Transportation, rehandling the
waste, and “DOE’s awful record on
nuclear waste” increase the risk,
Kessler says.

« “Promises of economic benefit

. are doubtful.” Nevada has laid off state
~ workers, the council claims, because

ike the rest of Wyomlng, :

~ of the country pulled itself
__out of a recession, the
_county Iost most of its ura-

 “One thing after another kind of
 piled up and hit the economy,” explains
-Mlke Morgan a county'admmlstrator-;.g-

the state budget was fi gured on recelpt

_ of funds promised by DOE for Yucca
Mountain. “History shows that DOE
f dﬁcs not deliver,” Kessler says.

* MRS threatens permanent geo-

.loglc dlsposal for nuclear waste. A

1989 Tennessee report said interim
storage at an MRS would be an indica-
tion “DOE is not effectively dealing
with the disposal problem.” That means
an MRS 'facimy could become a “de
facto repository.”

So far, one other coumy and five
Indian reservations have bitten at the
government’s offer of $100,000 to study
whether they want the facility. The
Mescalero Apache tribe in New Mexico
and Grant County in North Dakota have
each received study funds. In Okla-
homa, two fribes, the Sac-Fox Nation

and the Chickasaw Indian Nation, have

North Dakota county’s MRS effort

prompts a recall election

imes are tough in North

Dakota’s rural, southwest-

ern Grant County. Only

one implement dealer sur-

vives in the farming and

ranching area, and when

teenagers graduate from high school,

they leave and don’t come back, laments
a county commissioner.

“We had four drought years and

depressed farm prices,” Commissioner

Ray Miller explains. “The drought

years really put the ‘kabosh’ on.”

Then an economic development pro-
ject came along that could bring millions
of dollars to the area each year and employ
as many as 400 people. That is a signifi-
cant number in Grant County, where Elgin,
the largest town, has a population of 700.
The project is MRS, which stands for
Monitored Retrievable Storage for high-

North |
Dakota ‘.Mgnng&;‘t

wame 151 NDJ
INDIAN COMMUNITY

CHICKASAW
INDIAN NATION

SyLvaw .

R T S it

:aklma Indian. Nauon in Washmgton
and the Prairie Island Indian Communi-

tyi m Minnesota.
_ Inidally, applicants can receive up

to $100,000 to study anything they
want relating to nuclear waste,

_ explained DOE spokeswoman Saman-

tha Williams. Applicants can later
apply for up to $3 million for further
study and to begin serious talks with
David Leroy, the independent negotia-
tor for the govemment.

~ Morgan says the Fremont County

_commissioners have never said they

definitely want a nuclear storage dump.
They want to study the idea. A soon-to-
be appointed citizens advisory board
will become the local experts on nucle-
ar waste, he adds.

Kessler says she is highly skeptical
of the .group making decisions. *“What I
want to push them on is to come up
with some objective process where
everybody has a voice.”

The Wyoming Outdoor Council is

at 201 Main, Lander, WY 82520. Mike
Morgan can be reached at P.O, Box

1700, Riverton, WY 82501.

— Melinda Merriam, HCN ;"mem

1 '-'lcvel mdmacuvewasse

~ “If it’s safe and if the pcople want
it, there could be economic develop-
ment for Grant County,” Miller says.

David Bertch, chairman of a newly
formed group called Citizens Against a
Nuclear Waste Dump in Grant County,
agrees the local economy needs a
boost. But he doesn’t believe the MRS
facility is the answer.

“Times are tough, but there’s tough
times all over,” said Berch, a farmer and
rancher near Carson, the county seat whose
population is 350. “I guess economic
development is what this thing is all about.
But I disagree. We don’t want this here,
and the people of Grant County don’t want
this here. We think it's dangerous.”

When they learned about the possi-
bility of the MRS facility in their coun-
ty, Bertch and others went to the com-
missioners with a petition opposing the
grant application. Out of a county pop-
ulation of 3,500, more than 600 people
had signed the petition, which asked
the commissioners not to apply for the
study grant. The group also wanted the
issue put on the ballot for residents to
vote on before the study began.

“The reality of the situation is that

initiating a feasibility study is the first
step toward having a nuclear waste
dump in Grant County,” said Marty
Ketterling, vice chair of the opposition
group. “The people of this county are
not being fooled into believing other-
wise,” he told the Grant County News.

The commissioners wouldn'’t listen to
his group, Berich said, so the group began
arecall effort that will culminate in a vote
March 10. Bertch says the group collected
900 signatures to force a recall.

“We had no other alternative,” he
said. “They wouldn’t yield to public
sentiment. We felt it was the only
option left to us.”

The three commissioners, who voted
unanimously to apply for the $100,000
grant, will face three people chosen by
Bertch’s group, plus three others.

“We hope to get re-elected,” Miller
said. “We haven’t done anything wrong.”

Miller said the commissioners

planned from the start to hold a referen-
dum in the autumn, after an advisory

group had gathered information about

MRS. The group is chaired by a “‘neutral”
person and includes three opponents and
three proponents of MRS, he said.

“We felt as commissioners it would
have been not even right to make them
vote for something they don’t know any-
thing about,” Miller said. “Let them leamn

- and let them make an intelligent decision.
Nobody knew — we didn’t even know
_nothing about it.”

What Miller does know about the
MRS is that North Dakota could receive
$10 million each year for the 40 years the
site could exist, and Grant County would

~ get one-third of that money. Grant County
- would also get the security, maintenance,

equipment operator and clerk jobs
promised. The DOE also mentioned
something about hospitals, schools and
roads to offset the impact of the site, but
Miller said no specifics were spelled out.

- “The benefits for hosting a site are
phenomenal,” he added. However,
Jerry Torstenson, a member of the
Dakota Resource Council, told the
Grant County News that he thinks the
DOE's job figures are exaggerated.

For now, both sides appear to be at
an impasse. Bertch’s group is waiting
for the recall election, when he is confi-
dent the three candidates his group sup-
ports will be able o0 take office and
stop the MRS study.

However, the commissioners have
already received the $100,000 for the
initial study and are applying for the
advanced study grant, Commissioner
Miller points out.

This news doesn’t please MRS oppo-
nents. “I don’t know what their motivation
is to move so quickly,” Bertch said. One
guess is that the commissioners are hurry-
ing the process before they are voted out
of office, and he worries that the new
commissioners won’t be able to stop the
process.

What he hopes is that “‘once our com-
missioners get elected they can say, “That’s
enough, fellows. You can go home,”

Citizens Against a Nuclear Waste
Dump can be reached by writing David
Bertch, Rural Route, Carson, ND
58529. Grant County Commissioner
Ray Miller can be reached at HCR 3
Box 16, Flasher, ND 58535.

— Melinda Merriam, HCN intern
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Don’t even think =
of parking here!

Panels seek radiation warnings
that will travel well through time

——— by Florence Williams

LBUQUERQUE, N.M.
— Imagine southeastern
New Mexico in 100
years. Imagine it in
1,000 years, and then in
10,000 years. Picture a
world in which vengeful, militant femi-
nists destroy all signs of 19th century
patriarchy. Or imagine the U.S. invaded
by the totalitarian state of Eastlandia.
How about a spaceship spewing mal-
functioning lasers over Carlsbad?

It’s not The Twilight Zone. It’s the
Department of Energy.

A team of experts came up with the
futuristic scenarios for the Energy
Department last year. Two weeks ago in
Albuquerque, N.M., another team
assembled to consider the scenarios and
present a system for communicating
with human civilization in the distant
future. Their message: Stay away from
our civilization’s nuclear waste.

Thanks to federal environmental laws,
the DOE must take into account the next 10
millennia when planning for the disposal of
low-level radioactive waste from bomb-
building. In only five decades of making
weapons, the DOE has generated 2.4 million
cubic-feet of nuclear waste. It plans to bury
it in the $1 billion Waste Isolation Pilot
Plant, known as WIPP, now almost fully
constructed in the high New Mexican desert.

Known as the Marker’s Panel, the
Albuguerque team was given the task of
designing a monument for the WIPP
repository so that the next 300 generations
might recognize it. If the site were acci-
dently drilled into by, say, scavengers
attracted by the area’s high metal readings
in the year 8,000 A.D., and radionuclides
leaked out, the DOE would be violating
federal waste disposal regulations.

“We take it very seriously,” said Rip
Anderson, chief of WIPP's performance
assessment division. “It’s a crazy regula-
tion but we have no choice.”

As speculative as future predictions
may seem, one thing is certain: Radioac-
tive waste will still be around. Plutonium,
uranium and neptunium, among other ele-
ments used in building weapons, contain
some isotopes that won’t decay for thou-
sands and even tens of thousands of years.

“The stuff exists and something has
to be done with it,” said panelist Fritz
Newmeyer, a linguist at the University
of Washington and a self-described anti-
nukes radical from the '60s. “At first I
was reluctant to be on a DOE panel, but
nuclear waste is very real.”

Joining Newmeyer were other
humar:st scholars, including anthropolo-

gists, archaeologists and psychologists,
as well as materials scientists, geologists
and astronomers.

Presenting what is probably the first
report to the Energy Department ever to
quote Perry Bysshe Shelley (“Look on
my works, ye Mighty and despair!™), the
panelists tackled some of the more unex-
plored aspects of long-term radioactivity.

“It was part art, part science and part
science fiction,” commented panelist Jon
Lomberg.

During the last year, the 11 experts
split into two separate teams, Team A
and Team B, a sort of “radioactive
Olympics” as one panelist put it. In
Albuquerque, the teams presented poten-
tial designs for marking the WIPP site.

Both teams considered not marking
the site at all, but decided it was better to
risk calling attention to the repository
than leaving its hazards unexplained.

“We have a moral responsibility and
a legal responsibilty to mark the site,”
said Team A archaeologist Maureen
Kaplan, a Massachusetts consultant.

In fact, Team A linguist Newmeyer
argued the marking system should be colos-
sal. “To work, it has to be one of the archi-
tectural and artistic wonders of the world. It
must be on the scale of the pyramids to get
scholars to bother with translating the mes-
sage,” said Newmeyer. “We don’t want this
confused with a Civil War statue.”

But as the assembly demonstrated,
communicating a complex message to
future generations is no easy task. Over
thousands of years, languages evolve,
political institutions change, climates
swing and physical materials disintegrate.
During the last 10,000 years, humans
emerged from the stone age at the end of
the pleistocene and developed agriculture.

Perhaps not surprisingly, several of
the Albuquerque panelists were involved
in the government-funded Search for
Extra Terrestrial Intelligence project.

“The problems of communicating
with extra-terrestrials are analogous to
communicating with human intelligence
in the distant future,” said Lomberg, a
Hawaii-based graphic artist. “My
designs are on a satellite that will orbit
the galaxy for the rest of time. Compared
to that, 10,000 years is small potatoes.”

In Albuquerque, Lomberg presented
the draft marker plans of Team B. The
team’s overall design included giant
stone monoliths inscribed with warnings
written in European, ancient liturgical
and Native American languages.

But in case New Mexicans in the
200th century have difficulty interpreting
20th century texts, Lomberg’s team came
up with alternative strategies using symbols
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and pictures. Proposed symbols included
the 20th century’s ubiquitous smiley-face,
but wearing a frown and sticking its tongue
out, the skull-and-crossbones poison sign,
the radiation trefoil and the image popular-
ized by the movie Ghostbusters, the “Do
Not” slash (as in “do not dig here”).

Aware that these symbols, too, may
elude those who stumble upon WIPP,
Lomberg unveiled another plan: The
comic strip. In these sequential images,
Lomberg depicted workers at the 20th
century WIPP plant receiving radioac-
tive waste and storing it in salt deposits
half a mile below the surface. He also
drew a picture of a man becoming ill
after opening a drum of waste.

“Pictographs have a long history in
human art,” explained Lomberg. “The
most recognizable aspect to these is the
human stick figure.”

eam A took a different
approach. The team lacked
a graphic designer; instead
there was an architect.
Michael Brill, who teaches
at the University of Buffalo
in New York, says the most universal
method of communication can be
achieved through architectural design.

“Meaning is bonded to form,” Brill
explained. “We want to convey that this
site is odious, dangerous, thorns, chaos,
poison, destruction. Something that
denies welcome and habitation.”

Brill proposed elaborate outdoor
sculptures that would cap the two-mile-
square surface of the underground WIPP
site. His favorite, “Landscape of Thorns,”
was not practical, though, because stress-
fractures would likely develop over thou-
sands of years in the joints of the giant
concrete spikes, he said.

Another favorite sculpture designed
to repel future colonists was entitled
“Menacing Earthworks.” This consisted
of 50-foot tall concrete lightening bolts
laid out in a grid above the buried waste.
Other proposals were “The Black Hole,”
a giant concrete slab resembling a giant
parking lot; “The Spike Field;” “Rubble
Landscape;” and “Forbidding Blocks.”

It did not take Team B long to
trounce Brill’s blueprints.

“How do you know it won’t be mis-
taken for art?” demanded Lomberg. “Art is
ambiguous as well as powerful,” he contin-
ued, “Art draws people to it. You don’t
want this to become a major pilgrimage
center, with hotels drilling for water.”

Lest the meanings of Team A’s
sculptures be misinterpreted, Brill
explained that the stone and concrete
markers would also include simple lin-
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Team A draft report

guistic messages, for example:

DANGER

POISONOUS RADIOACTIVE
WASTE BURIED HERE

DO NOT DIG OR DRILL HERE
BEFORE 12,000 A.D.

Another, slightly more complex,
message explains that radiation is “invis-
ible energy,” and ends, “You don’t want
to live here.”

If the science of futuristic communi-
cation seems imperfect, the Department of
Energy nevertheless determined to attach
numerical probability to the panel’s ideas.
What was the likelihood the markers
would survive 10,000 years? That inad-
vertent intruders would find the site? That
they would understand the markers?

Both teams assigned probabilities to
the latter question of less than 50 percent.
“Predicting the future is folly,” apologized
the panelists, whose total research cost
U.S. taxpayers approximately $500,000.

What, if anything, the agency will do
with the designs is uncertain. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency is currently
rewriting its nuclear and hazardous waste
disposal regulations.

“If the new regulations say we will
have markers, then we will have mark-
ers,” said WIPP’s Anderson.

Meanwhile, WIPP in New Mexico
has yet to receive its first shipment of
nuclear waste. Currently, the plant’s 900
employees keep busy running tests and
practicing with dummy steel drums to
the tune of $300,000 a day. Before the
real thing can arrive, Congress must
approve transferring the New Mexico
land from the Interior Department to the
Energy Department.

New Mexico’s congressional delega-
tion also wants to iron out a few wrinkles
before 800,000 drums arrive, such as how
much money the DOE will give the state
for highway costs, and which U.S. regula-
tory agency will oversee the operation.

Another hurdle for WIPP is that it
must convince the EPA its operation is
safe. In WIPP’s underground salt cav-
emns, excavated for housing waste, 100-
ton slabs have begun falling down. Brine
is also seeping in, which worries some
critics because of the likelihood of
radionuclides escaping into groundwater.

“The site is seriously flawed,” said
Don Hancock of the Santa Fe-based
Southwest Information and Research Cen-
ter. Hancock said he is also skeptical about
the work of the marker’s panel. “DOE
should be spending its money on making
WIPP less dangerous in the present.” W

Florence Williams is a High Coun-
try News staff reporter,




