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Thestate 01 the environmental movement
so, here we are. It's been two years

since the inmates took over the
asylum. Ronald Reagan swept to

the presidency on a tide of the new
conservatism. Promising a "more reaso-
nable" approach to environmental
affairs, he went to work trying to Qimin-
ish the strength of environmental
grour,s in. th"'i!nation anl!r railed against
the environmental extremists" who
were allegedly crippling the country's
standard of living .

For his field commanders in the war,
he brought in a number of conservative
ideologues, people out on the far wing-
tip of the New Right - Interior Secre-
tary James Watt, former Environmental
Protection Agency administrator Anne
Gorsuch Burford, Bureau ofLand Man-
agement Director Bob Burford and EPA
regional administrator Steve Durham, to
name a few. They set for themselves an
ambitious agenda: the opening of wil-
derness areas to oil and gas drilling;
"fine- tuning" the Clean Air Act; more
mineral leasing. In fact, more of just
about everything, since the premise of
supply-side economics seems to be that
more of everything is inherently better.

Much of the time, the Reagan admin-
istration's pique seemed directed not so
much at environmental protection laws
as at the environmental movement
itself Led by Watt, whose confronta-
tional style and rhetoric have inspired
political cartoonists to ever· greater
heights. the administration has at var-
ious times characterized environmen-
talists as opponents of jobs and
economic 'development. communists,
homosexuals, "agin-ers," elitists, Nazis
and, of course, extremists. The idea
seemed to be to launch a blitzkrieg of
polemic that would break the credibil-
ity and political strength that environ-
mentalists had worked for a decade to
acquire.

So, how is Reagan's War on the
Wimps going? Not too well.
"The environmental movement is

booming," said Bruce Hamilton, Rocky
Mountain regional representative for
the Sierra Club. "It's one of the few
growth industries left in the souring
economy."

According to the Audubon Society's
vice president for national issues, Brock
Evans, "It's more powerful than ever.
We've become a real factor in the Amer-
ican political life.":

Mike McCloskey, Sierra Club execu-
tive director, said.l'The complacency
was shattered by Reagan's election. It
stimulated a much greater awareness of
electoral politics and how much the for-
tunes of the movement ride on the
election,"

American political life is nothing if not
paradoxical. The election by a sizeable
popular majority of the most outspoken
anti-environmental presidential candi-
date since Earth Day, 1970, has sparked
an unprecedented growth in environ-
mental groups. The National Audubon
Society topped a half a million
members. The Sierra Club nearly
doubled its membership in less than
two years, from 180,000 to 350,000.

. According to McCloskey, the growth
rate' in 1981-1982 was greater for the
club than in the era of the initial burst of
ecological fervor. after Earth Day.

However, all this good news for envir-
onmental activists is largely confined to -
the national level. At the state and local
level in the Rocky Mountain West, many
groups are facing tough funding compe:
tition and stable or only slightly increas-
ing membership. The reaction to the
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administration threat has largely con-
fined itself to growth in the large
national groups. In fact, the growth'of
the national groups has caused some
serious problems for the local and state-
wide efforts. But first the good news.

It is certainly ironic that, while the
Reagan administration'S policies

. have alarmed most conservation·
oriented Americans, the personification
of those policies by James Watt has pro-
vided environmental groups with an
easy target for their own rhetoric. This,
in tum, has mobilized citizens in regard
to the threats to the environment and
sent them to the large established con-
servation groups in record numbers.

The Sierra Club's McCloskey said,
"The environmental movement is now
emerging from a second growth period.
It has been prompted by Reagan and
Watt. Now, Ithink, that period is behind
us. The shot of adrenalin is now over,
but the movement as a whole is
stronger. The effects seem to be long-
lived."

Since the 19605, the environmental
movement has gone through several
rather distinct periods of development.
These might be called the three L's -
Lobbying, Litigation and 'Lections, As
Brock Evans, an activist since the early
19605, said, "In the early days, we were
street fighters, amateurs in regard to
Congress." In those days, lobbying was a
l1irty word, something done by charac-
ters of questionable reputation canying
canvas bags full of cash. However, the
environmentalists decided to take on
Congress, led by "a thin line" of
Washington-based lobbyists and
organizations.

AndyWeissner, a staffer on the House
Interior Committee, said, "Lobbying
Congress is one thing that environmen-
tal groups have always been good at.

.Jndustry does not have volunteers and
people committed to these issues. With
very few exceptions, environmental
lobbyists provide solid facts, not
rhetoric,"

After Earth Day in 1970, a number of
new groups - Natural Resources
Defense Council, Environmental
Defense Fund and others -- emerged to
join the oldet, more traditional conser-
vation groups. The impetus provided by
those organizations launched the entire
movement into the litigation decade, in
which a number of landmark environ-
mental suits clarified the gains made in
Congress earlier.

Now, in the 19805, it seems clear that
the environmental movement has disco-
vered electoral politics, once as dirty a
word in some quarters as lobbying had
been in the I %Os.

Evans said, "It is clearly the intent of
the movement to get more involved in
electoral politics." And, said McCloskey,
"The movement will never be the
same."

The elections of 1980 were the impe-
tus for this change. Voters went to the
polls and the "forces of darkness," as
Evans called them, emerged victorious.

However, as environmental leaders
~e fond of reminding us, the Reagan'
victory was not a mandate to gut envir-
onmental protection laws. Most voters
in a well established American tradition:
voted with their pocketbooks, not their
backpackS. At that time, inflation was
eating away at the consumer's wallet,
and Reagan marched iiJ. with his prom·
ises of lower taxes, a balanced budget
less inflation and an end to deficits:

. (continued on page 12)
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ut urged in Colorado wildlife research
An internal battle in the Colorado

Division of Wildlife may result in 'a 27
percent reduction in the highly
regarded research department staff.The
recently released recommendations
from a committee authorized by the
wildlife division to audit the research
department concluded that by redirect-
ing 27 percent of the research staff, the
division could enhance its efforts to pro-
vide "public benefits."
However, the research department

- the majority of which is located in Ft.
Collins - disagreed and is alarmed by
the recommendations made by audit
.cornmittee chairman Ed Prenzlow, act-
ing assistant director of the division.
Research personnel, who wish to
remain unidentified, believe Prenzlow
has never supported a strong research
department and that he had made his
mind up on the subject before the audit
was ever conducted.
They claim that the study was not

objective and that supporting recom-
mendations by some of the six-member
audit committee were completely
ignored. The committee consisted of
Prenzlow. three other division
employees and two outside wildlife spe-
cialists. Although the research depart- ,
ment was given a few days to offer
comments on the recommendations,
one researcher said, '''Ther:e appears
there will be no room for any rebuttal.
We've never had any indication that this
audit was objective."
John Torres, nongame chief, agreed.

He poirued out that the wildlife com-
mission had asked for an audit of the
entire wildlife division, but because of
pleas by division director Jack Grieb,
who was supposed to retire at the end of
this year ,U1dwho .did not want an audit
of administration, the study was
reduced to just the research depart-
ment. "It's ridiculous LO audit just
research," Torres said. "If there is going
to be an audit, the entire division should
be audited because it is all interrelated."
Torres said he is sure. the reduction

will have an effect on nongame research.
That is also the concern ofthe Colorado
Nongame Advisory Comrnittee. In an
apparent attempt 10gain support, Prenz-
low shared the results of the audit
with the nongame committee the same
day the results were released to the

research department. But one comrrut-
tee member said he is concerned with
what the reduction of staff will mean to
the state's nongame program. He said
the recommendation seemed to be an
arbitrary decision with no data base to
show that the reductions were. .appropriate.
One example of Prenzlow's lack of

objectivity, according to one research
employee, was his decision to eliminate
Research News, an in-house publication
that reports on the efforts and direc-
tions of the research department. The
employee said the publication was dis-
cussed "only briefly" in the audit and
that Prenzlow did not talk to anyone
about irs value, His recommendation to
eliminate Research News was "based on
nothing but his gut feeling."
The research department's purpose is

to gather basic information about rela-
tionships among species and between
species and habitat as a basis for man-
agement decisions. "Without such a sys-
tem for gathering data, we will
jeopardize our wildlife resources," said
the biologist.
But Prenzlow disagreed and said that

out of the 85 research employees, only
33 held advanced degrees in biology. He

Six week old go/den eagle

argued that by "redirecting" about 22 of
those employees to other departments
within the division, research can
become more productive, along with
other departments.

Prenzlow said that the research
department is top-heavy with adminis-
trators who are doing things that man-
agement should handle. "My opinion is
Parkinson's Law - if you have eight
hours to do a job, it will take eight hours.
If you have half the time, you'll get the
job done in half the time," Prenzlow
said. ''with this redirection, I feel we
can do a better job and provide more
public benefits."

Although the dispute between
research and administration is sup-
posed to be an internal problem, an ano-
nymous letter to "friends of Colorado's
Division of Wildlife Research Depart-
ment" went out to several conservation
groups across the state, asking for sup-
port and requesting that letters of con-
cern be sent to Jack Grieb, the director
in Denver.
Grieb is supposed to make his deci-

sion on the recorrunendation on June 2.

- Carol Jones

Court okays Hanford for nuke waste
The u.s. Supreme Court has removed

the last legal impediment to the use of
the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in south-
east Washington as a regional - and
perhaps national - low-level nuclear
waste dump.
In early May, the court upheld a ruling

by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals that
an initiative passed by Washington
voters in November, 1980, unconstitu-
tionally interfered with interstate com-
merce by prohihiting the shipment or
storage of out-of-state nuclear waste at
Hanford. The initiative did not ban
nuclear waste from Washington sour-
ces. About 95 percent of the waste de-
posited at Hanford is from out-of-state.
The remaining hope of Washington

residents to limit waste storage at the
Hanford dump is the Northwest Inter-
state Compact, authorized by the fed-
eral Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy
Act of! 980. Under that act, use of the
Hanford site may he limited after Janu-
ary, 1986, to participants in a regional
compact. The compact, which involves
eight states, has been submitted to Con-
gress for approval. Washington, Oregon,
Hawaii, Idaho, Utah and Montana have
approved the compact, hut Wyoming
and Alaska have yet to act.·
In addition to low-level waste, the

Hanford site - aJong with sites in Nev-

ada, Utah, Texas and the Gulf Coast - is
under study as a possible national dispo-
sal facility for high-level nuclear wastes
produced by nuclear power plants and
the military.
Studies of radioactive releases from

the Hanford area since World War II,

when it first came into use as a nuclear
facility, have documented radioactive
contamination of the Columbia River,
its sediments and the Pacific Ocean con-
tinental shelf as a result of leaching
action in the nuclear storage beds.

- John Soisson

Dear friends,
A word of advice. If you ever start out

to do a special issue of a publication on
the state of the environmental move-
ment, make sure you have plenty of
room to cover the subject. In this issue
ofHCN dealing with that field, we found
ourselves reluctantly leaving out stories
that we had COmmissioned simply
because we lacked the space for all of
them. Good stuff, too.

However, we are going to follow up
this discussion witf some additional
articles in future issues, primarily pro-
files of some ofthe prominent and long-
suffering activists in the region. We had
also hoped to have an opinion piece by
HCN founder and editor emeritus Tom
Bell on the path the movement has
taken since he started the paper, hut
scheduling problems prevented him

from doing the article. Hopefully, we'll
be able to prevail upon him for some-
thing in the future.

•
Former production assistant Cyndy

Simer gave birth to a baby boy, Fletcher,
on May 12: Peter and Cyndy's new son
weighed eight pounds, eleven ounces
and Cyndy said, ''We're doing great."
Congratulations to them from us.

•
HCN photographer Mike McClure has

been awarded a scholarship to the Ansel
Adams Work.shop, Session II, August 8-
14, near Cannel, California. The work-
shop is a week of intensive photography
taught hy Ansel Adams and a number of
other prominent photographers.

- tbestaff
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The Knife River Flint Quarry of west-
em North Dakota goes by two names.
Dr. Lawrence L. Loendorf, chairman of
the University of North Dakota anthro-
pology department, calls it "the primary
archeological resource in North
Dakota." The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment refers to it as the Dunn Center
tract of the Fort Union coallease and has
recommended its sale july 15.

Artifacts from the flint quarry have
been dated back 11,000 years. TI,e site
was used by nomads of the 'Northern
Plains as a source of arrowheads, tools
and currency. There is evidence that the
unique flint has been distributed all
over central North America, from Idaho
to Ohio and Alberta to Missouri. The
quarry has been referred to as the
archaeological equivalent of the Grand
Canyon, representing humanity's early
effort to mine the earth.

~
2

~
~
~ The latest effort at mining is not so
- ,-well appreciated. The Dakota Resource

Council and local historians are protect-
ing the BLM's plan to lease the quarry's
underlying coal this july to the Nokota
Company for use in a coal-to-methanol
synthetic fuels project. The plant would
be located one-quarter mile south of the
archaeologic district and portions of the .
quarry would-be strip mined as the
primary source of fuel,

An attempt to protect the quarries by
nominating them for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places
failed after a hard lobbying effort by the
Nokota Company. The company sent
letters to the affected landowners out-
lining why they should defeat the mea-
sure. "These disadvantages include the
inabiliry to do as you see fit with your
property without government pcrrnis-
sian; another level of bureaucratic red
tape will be imposed upon you; your
property values will decline; and you
wiU see few, if any, tax advantages," the
letter stated.

Of the 66 landowners within the
archaeological Site, 62 sent notarized
letters to the state historical society in
February objecting to the national regis-
ter status. While the Nokota Company
presented some possible adverse effects
of the protective status, it failed to
address the potential adverse effects of
strip min ing. TIle landowners are now
caught in the middle. While the majority
do not want the protective status, they
remain uncertain about the mining.

North Dakota coal battle. ,

The BLM has taken more permanent
steps to assure that the Dunn Center
tract does not become ineligible for
mining. On March 1, 1983, the BLM
proposed a federal rule change Which
would eliminate the protection cur-
rently afforded all sites eligible for inclu-
sion in the National Register. The
Dakota Resource Council has charged
the BLM with initiating the rule change
to specifically prevent the Dunn Center
tract from being designated "unsuita-
ble" for mining.

"The decision to apply for the rule
change carne from Washington," said an
official at the BLM's regional office in
BiUings, Montana ''we're not sure if it
will be decided before the July sale."

The Dakota Resource Council, in an
effort to prove the pending rule change
was the result of Nokota's influence on
the BLM,has filed a Freedom of lnforma-
tion Act request for all correspondence
between theWashington office of the
BLM and the Nokota Company.

The Nakota Company has all the
necessary permits to begin operation
and is exp-ected to bid on the Dunn
Center tract in july. Actual leasing of the
quarry site this year, however, will ulti-
mately depend on the outcome of the
congressional resolution to place a
moratorium' on the Interior Depart-
ment's leasing program (HeN,
5/ J3/83) and secretary Watt's approval
of the Fort Union sale. Both decisions
are expected in the next few weeks.

-Dan Gorham

Timber defaults threaten Northwest
Senators from Idaho, Washington and

Oregon have joined forces to try to heaa
off a massive default on timber sale con-
tracts which some timber industry
experts say could wipe out as much as
25 percent of the lumber production
capacity in Oregon and Northern Cali-
fornia alone.

Sen. james McClure (Rddaho ), Sen.
Henry jackson (D·Wash.) and Sen. Mark
Hatfield (R·Ore.) have co-sponsored
legislation currently before Congress to
allow timber operators to escape fuJi
performance on govenunent contracts
they hold that have become unprofit-
able in the past few years as a result ofan
erratic economy.

The operators got themselves into a
fix, said Forest Service timber sales
expert Emil Sabol, during the late 1970s
when prices at federal timber auctions
skyrocketed during wild bidding.

"The high prices were predicated on
the good housing markets at that time,"
Sabol said. Then the recession hit the
housing market and timber prices
tumbled. "The companies can't possibly'
redeem the value of the contracts at
current prices."

"The companies have a certain
number of years to cut the timber con-
tained in the ,contract," .Sabol said.
"They must Clitby the expiration date. If
they don't clltit"the Forest Service takes
the tinlber back. The problem now is
that ifthey'cllt the timber they can't sell
it at a high enough price to payoff the
contract. Lumber prices have fallen too
low. So the companies stand to suffer
big losses.

"If they default on the contracts the
Forest Service will put the timber up for
sale again. But if the second sale price is
lower than the first - which· it surely
will be - the first contractor has to pay
the difference. Either way, the contrae
tor loses."
An existing Forest Service waiver pro-

gram gave most of the contractors a
t\vo-Yl."'arextension, but in the next few
months mm1Yof the extensions will
expire, f'dising the spectre of a wave of
defaults that would severely d,m,age the
Western economy. '

"Before the logging sea..",ongets under
way," sali<,l said, "there will have to be

some kind of legislative or administra-
tive relief from the government."
, The pending legislation would allow
companies to terminate contracts cov-
ering up to 40 percent of the timber
footage for which they are liable and
would extend the payment deadlines of
the remaining contracts up to five years.
About 10 biUion board feet oftimber is
presently uneconomical to cut.

"The problem is centered west of the
Cascades," according to Lloyd Olson of
the timber management division of the
Forest Service in Washington, D.C.
"Idaho and Montana, and eastern
Washington and Idaho face the problem
but not as bad. We're in the process of
compiling the hard data."

Olsonpointed out that the Forest Ser-
vice negotiates 4,000 to 5,000 timber
contracts each year and that 25 to 30
defaults a year are normal. .

A legislative solution to the problem
may be hard to come by, though. The
Reagan administration has withheld
support of the measure, believing that a
demand for contract performance will
force the companies to solve the prob-

, lem themselves. Thatsposition is sup-
ported by timber. growers and
congressmen in the South, who say the
bill under consideration favors one sec-
tion of the country and threatens unfair
competition.

And some big companies in the
Northwest, with large private holdings,
oppose the bill. Officials of the Pqtlatch
Corporation say that a federal bailOln
would allow many companies to under·
sell them.

Industry trade groups argue that
since tht; government wa,"i in large nlea-
sure responsible for the problem, it
should help solve it. They charge that
govt:mment economists in the late
1970s predicted timber shortages and
thus tanned the bidding competition.
Soon after that the govenmlt:nt insti-
tuted a tight money polk1' that resulted
in high interest rates and a shrinking
housing market.

In spite- ()f the impending crisis, how-
ever, tinlher contractors don't see~l to
have learnecJ a les.."ion.

"Contract Iiids are two three and
four times tfie appraised vai~e,'" said the

Forest Service's Olson. 'We may have
another problem developing."

Fueled by the hope that the economy
is recovering and the housing market
wiU bounce back, federa! timber con-
tracts are selling for high prices again.

"Jf the bidding pattern re-establishes
itself as it was in 1980 and 1981," said
Idaho's McClure, "it would destroy our
ability to help."

- John Soisson

At least the stork isn't an endangered
species. Two Australian researchers, in a
study of children ages five to IS, found
that North American youngsters are the
worst informed worldwide about sex.
One child thought a uterus was "a tun-
nel somewhere in Sweden." Another
said pregnancy was "the name of a res-
taurant." And a third defined contracep-
tion as "a brand of soap."

They're about a hundred years too
late.A group oflndian tribes is working
with the Defense Department to see if
Indians can get a bigger chunk of
defense contracting.

Weoften make cookies outof deadly
poisons around our house. Environ·
mental Protection Agency spokesman
Albert Heier, defending 'the safety to
humans of !Jredator poison Compound
1080, said, "It's used for rodent control
and there's been no human effect other
than a couple of deaths associated with
it when some childrt;n got into a pickup
and got some cookies that had been
laced with it to use as bait. 11lat can
happen with medicine in a medicine
cabinet."

HOll'ever, they still believe that the
earth is flat and ships· keep falling off
the edge but there's a conspiracy to keep
il out of the papers. Pope john Paul II
said on May 9, 1983, that the Roman
Cath,)lic Church erred in condemning
the astronomer Galileo Galliei in 1633
for saying tliat the sun and not the earth
was the center of the solar s]'Stem,

I--lCJTUNE
Coal sale
recommendations

The 'Fort Union regional coal team
has recommended that the Interior
Department offer 510 million tons of
coal for lease along the Montana and
North Dakota borders in july, 1983, and
another 450 million tons in April, 1984.
The dates of the two sales are the result
of a compromise between represents-
tives of Montana and North Dakota, who
want to ensure the fair values of their .
reserves by .spreading out the leases.
The recommedation now goes to Inte-
rior Secretary James Watt for his
approval

Hart moves to close
loophole

Sen. Gary Hart (D·Colo.) has pro-
posed legislation that would block the
Interior Department's plan to give Alas-
ka's St. Matthew Island, a national wild-
life refuge, to a native corporation. The
island, which is a breeding area for I.5
million birds, has been included in a
proposed land exchange between the
Interior Department and three native
corporations. However, there is specu-
lation that the corporations will turn it
over to ARCO to build a staging area for
oil exploration along the Alaska coast.

Sour gas plants delayed
Citing poor market conditions, spon·

sors of four proposed natural gas sweet-
ening plants in western Wyoming have
announced plans to alter their construe-
tion schedules. American Quasar Petro-
leum, Mobil Oil, Northwest Pipeline
and Williams Exploration, while main-
taining faith in the future viability of the
project, have decided to delay construc-
tion for two to five years. Only Exxon,
which has ptoposed to build two of the
plants, is continuing its work on permit-
ting, engineering and environmental
evaluations of the; sites.

...----------,~
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Support for Denver's
brown cloud

While Denver city officials struggle to
find ways to meet federal carbon mon·
oxide standards by 1987, metro·area
motorists aren't helping matters by
ignoring the auto emissions inspection
law. The 1980 law, which affects eight
counties along Colorado's Front Range,
set the pollutant standards in an effort to
clean up Denver's notorious brown
cloud. If vehicles exceed the standard,
adjustments must be made before the
owner is given an inspection sticker to
display on the windshidd. Enforcement
has been difficult because only moving
cars can be cited fur an expired inspec.
tion stickee, Th~ Colorado Department
of Revenue req,,,tIy reported that 25
perc<;nt' of the ve1)jcles checked in a
Department study had not been
inspected. According to the Denver
Post, that is a 12 percent increase OVc:'ra
sinlilar study done last sununer.

\
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~-l(JTLll\1E ))BuRec eyes new dam site in Teton Park
EPA lightens up on PCB
charge
The Environmental Protection

Agency has given the city of Ft. Collins,
Colorado, a break by suspending an
sa,100 fine for improperly storing toxic
chemicals. The City was cited last
November after an EPA inspection
found polychlorinated biphenyls -
PCBs, a known carcinogen - unmarked
and improperly stored ata nonfunction-
ing power plant. The handling violated
three month-old regulations. City offi-
cials feel EPA overreacted and the
agency decided to suspend the sen-
tence if the city does not violate any
more regulations for one year.

Biggame here, but for
bow long?
A recent report by the Wyoming

Game and Fish Department had some
good news and some bad news about,
the state's wi1d1ifc;. While ~e popula-
tion of big game species is judged to be
at an all-time high; the report warned
that due to human population increases
and encroachment on habitat the popu-
lations are headed into a decline. "It
appears likely the overall trend for these
species in Wyomirig is downward. Cur-
rent and projected pressures on elk hab-
itat throughout the state are anticipated
to exacerbate this Situation," the report
stated. .

Utah victory premature
Last month, the Utah WUdernessAsso-

dation scored what seemed a major vic-
tory in a successful appeal to have
855,000 acres included in Bl.Mwilder-
ness study areas. However, in the fine
print, the Interior Board of Appeals did
not direct the BIM to 'include the
acreage in wilderness study areas; it
simply instructed the agency to study
the lands more carefully (HCN,
4/29/83). TheUtah Wilderness Assnci-
arion, in 'cooperation with other envir-
onmental groups, is considering a
possible court suit if the lands are even-
tually excluded.
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$1400 fine for killing
grizzlies
A Montana judge lined a Billings man

S1400 and suspended his hunting privi-
leges for 30 months last week for the
illegal shooting of a grizzly sow and cub.
Keith Elder, a Btllings minister, testified
that he shot the cub thinking it was a
black bear and then was forced to shoot
the sow in self-defense. Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks officer, Guy
Shanks said, "1 hope it will deter people.
...and help them to think about what
kind of animal they're hU.!!!ing."

In Wyoming's' Grand Teton National
Park, the. possible solutions to some
serious dam safety problems at Jackson
Lake have begun to create more contro-
versy than the problems themselves.

Specifically, two of the alternatives
being considered by the Bureau of Rec-
tarnation would involve construction of
a second large darn. in the park on
Pacific Creek about four miles down-
stream from the present daro. One of
these alternatives would flood approxi-
mately 2,000 acres of park land and over
four miles of river, including the scenic
Oxbow Bend area.

Either of these two Pacific Creek
options - one for a storage dam and
one for a detention or "catchment" dam
that would be used only in tile event of a
failure ofthe original Jackson Lake Dam
- would be considerably cheaper than
modification of the present dam,
according to BuRee. Other alternatives
include restricting the dam's storage
capacity to one of three possiblelevels,
and doing nothing.
The last alternative is unlikely to be-

acceptable, given the risk of dam failure

identified by a 1978 safety study
initiated after the failure of the Teton
Dam in Idaho. The study found that the
probability of dam failure at Jackson
Lake due to seismic activity is about 40
percent in the next 100 years.
The problems at the daro pose a clas-

sic dilemma for the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and the National Park Service, both
agencies within the Department oflnte-
rior. On the one hand, BuRec has a com-
-rnitrnent to maintaining the dam for its
flood control, recreation and irrigation
values. The dam stores irrigation water
for 1.2 million acres offertile crop land
in eastern Idaho's Minidoka Project. On
the other hand, the National Park ser-
vice has an equally firm commitment to
preserving the natural character of
Grand Teton National Park,

Spokesmen for both BuRec and
Grand Teton National Park said that the
Park Service "would not be supportive·
of' the Pacific Creek alternatives, but
neither could recall an official state-
ment to that effect.
The Jackson Hole Alliance for

Responsible Planning, a citizen conser-
vation group, has been more vocal in its

opposinon Alliance coordinator Story
Clark said her organization is opposed
to the construction of any new dam
structure in Grand Teton National Park.

Criticizing the "beaver mentality" of
the Bureau of Reclamation, she said the
agency "needs to be looking at a wide
open spectrum of non-structural alter-
natives that they are just not oriented to
thinking about." She also objected to
the bureau's approach to costs, saying
that it basically evaluated construction
costs only. "The problem is with the
alternatives they are considering and
with the way they are assessing the alter-
natives they have."

The bureau has scheduled four meet-
ings on the dam proposals during the
coming month. Informational meetings
will be held at 7:30 p.m. May 31 at the
Westbank Motel in Idaho Falls and 7:30.
p.rn. June 1 at the Wort Hotel injackson,
Workshop· meetings, at which' the
bureau will accept public comment, are
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. June 21 at the
Westbank in Idaho Falls and 7:30 p.m.
June 22 at the Wort in Jackson.

-Jill Bamburg

ASARCOfights water citation'
A court suit is sure to evolve in the

dispute between the Colorado Depart-
ment of Health and ASARCO, Inc. over
the Department's issuance of a cease
and desist order at the company's Lead-
ville, Colorado, mining operation. The
company was recently issued a citation
for "discharging pollutants without a
permit" into the Arkansas River.

But ASARCO,which mines for zinc,
lead, gold and silver near Leadville, feels
the citation is unfair because of the cir-
cumstances involved. According to Cur-
tis Johnson, unit manager of the
Leadville Unit, ASARCO has a permit to
discharge into the Yak Tunnel - a 70-
year old structure built to drain mining
run-off and channel it into California
Gulch, which eventually flows. into the
Arkansas River. Johnson said that part of
the permit required ASARCO to main-
tain the Yak, which meant an annual
"walk through the tunnel."
In February of this year, Johnson said

a crew did take the annual walk through
the tunneLand duringthat inspection a
number of naturally-formed blockages
in the tunnel were kicked loose. Behind
the blockages were collections of min-
ing sediments - many of them toxic -
from abandoned mines in the area ..The
hazardous chemicals released eventu-
ally ended up in the Arkansas.
Johnson explained thatmany aban-

doned mines continue to drain-and dis-
charge into the Yak. He pointed out that
the mines are not owned or operated by
ASARCO and that they have no control
over the discharge. "The cease and des-
ist order was for all waters out of the
Yak," Johnson-said. "Butwe don't have
control over hardly any of it."

However, Bob Shukle, unit chief for
industrial permits and enforcement
with the Health Department, said
ASARCO did not have the authority to
"maintain" the tunnel. He said the firm's
discharge permit, which expires at the
end of June, only allows a small dis-
charge into the Yak. He said that during
the early stages of the permit process
the question of maintenance was
acknowledged, but it was not included
in the permit.
And Shukle said the discharge from

the tunnel is ASARCO's responsibility
regardless of the origin of the material
because the tunnel passes through
much of ASARCO's land and because
the company owns the portal of the tun-
nel. The portal is considered the point
source of all pollutants out of the Yak
and is, by the department's definition,
the responsibility of the owner.
Johnson said his company has

stopped all of its discharge into the tun-
nel in accordance with the cease and

desist order. But ASARCO also was
ordered to submit an application for a
discharge permit to both the depart-
ment and the Environmental Protection
Agency, Shulde said. The company had
until May 17 to respond, but Shukle said
the office had received nothing by the
deadline and expects the issue to be
resolved in court.

Because the abandoned mine dis-
charges have left the waters heavily
toxic, the four-mile Yak tunnel and Cali-
fornia Gulch were listed on EPA's Super-
fund cleanup sheet. According to Pat
Davies, aquatic toxicologist with the
Colorado Division of Wild life. in Ft. Col-

tins, the toxic waters are a great stress to
fish. He said the added rush of discharge
in February, which includes cadmium,
copper and zinc, left those elements in
acutely. toxic concentrations in some
parts of the stream. For example, he
explained that the allowable standard
for zinc inmost waters to protect fish is
50 parts per billion. However, the stand-
ard below California Gulch is 750'parts
per billion because the standard was set
according to how toxic the stream
already was from the abandoned mine
pollutants. On February 24, after the
mishap in tHe tunnel, thee zinc' reading}
was -3,700 parts per billion. .'

. ...: Carol Jones

BIM approvesland swap
After months of bitter controversy, the

Bureau' of' Land Management has
approved a 'transfer of land ownership
that consolidates two important tracts
of checkerboard coal lands in McCone
County, Montana. The chief beneflciary
of the coal swap is the Meridian Land
and Minerals Company, a subsidiary of
the Burlington Northern Railroad.
The controversial trade gives. both

BIM and Meridian contiguous tracts of
land that contain about 400 million tons
of lignite each. The adjacent tracts,
totalling about 45,000 acres, straddle
Nelson Creek near Circle, Montana, a
tiny ranching community that has been
eyed for a decade by prospective devel-
opers of synthetic fuels. . '
Burlmgton N6rthl!rn along with the

Union Pacific and Santa Fe railroad com-
panies control about 15 billion tons of
coal- under their vast and scattered
acreage of checkerboard lands, granted
to the railroads as an incentive to build
lines into the West. Partly because of
these coal holdings, the Mineral Leasing
Act of 1920 forbade the leasing of addi-
tiona~ federal coal to the railroads.
But BN and Union Pacific have both

applied to the Interior' Department for
land swaps that give the companies -
and the government - large, contigu-
ous tracts of mineable coal. The UP
proposal would create a 21,000 acre
tract in southern Wyoming's Red Rim
country.

Leaders of the Billings-based North-
ern Plains Resource Council have
expressed concern. that by consolidat-
ing the McCone County tracts, BIM is,
in effect, offering federal coal to the
railroad.
"Through this method the railroads

can acquire hy exchange what they are
forbidden to acquire by lease," said an

NPRC spokesperson.
BIM Montana state director Mike

Penfold disagrees. He noted that while
. Meridian -received a mineable chunk of
Significant coal reserves, BIM ended up
with a tract that it can now offer up for
lease to a conventional mining
company.

"The exchange create~ a more mar-
ketable tract of federal coal, and devel-
opment of such a tract 'would create
jobs and add to the general economy,"
Penfold said.
But Penfold has already 'expressed the

opinion - which brought guffaws from
both environmentalists and the coal
industry - that no formal ties between
Meridianand Burlington Northern have
been established," . ,-'
SOme residents of Circle believe that

since BIM apparently views Meridian as
an independent nlining company, the
agency might tum right around and
lease the second McCone County tract
to the company, too:
Rep. Pat Williams (D·Mont.) last year

called for a General Accounting Office
investigation of the proposed land swap,
but he was not pleased with the results.
The report acknowledged that mak-

ing mineable coal units more accessible
to railroads raises serious questions
about competition in the coal market,
but concluded that there is "no sound
basis" for interrupting the McCone
County swap.
Concerned that BLMwas creating a

de facto policy by allowing the trade,
Williams argued that thefederalgovern-
rnent should not be using the 800 mil-
lion ton reserve as "a guinea pig for
determining how to manage the
remainder of the public' coal."

1 - Don Snou/

r.,..e



_r.....

May 27, 1983 - Higb Country News-5

A bill that gives the state of Colorado
the authority to set hazardous waste dis-
posal regulations more stringent than
those set by the federal government
recently passed both houses and is now
awaiting Gov. Dick Lamm's (D)
Signature.
The bill, which also gives Colorado

counties until mid-I985 to come up
"lim enough disposal sites.to handle the
state's waste, has far more pluses than
minuses, in the eyes of Colorado
environmentalists.
Briggs.Bamblin,lobbyist for the Colo-

rado Open Space Council, said although
he favors other means of disposal than
landfills, the bill has made industry look
at ways to lessen the waste it generates
and to consider alternatives to landfill
disposal.
Gamblin said that it will be up to

environmentalists and 'local health
groups to put the pressure on the state's
Hazardous Waste Management Council
to toughen up the waste disposal regula-
tions. The council, created in 1981, is
appointed by the governor and is

Colorado disposes of
hazardous waste

responsible for working out the regula-
tions. It consists of three citizens at
large, three industrial representatives,
one us. Geological Sut;V"Yrepresenta-
tive and one representative from the
Colorado 'Department of Health.
The bill originally had called for

counties to choose disposal sites by
mid-I 984, but that was changed in the
House to mid-I985, and bill sponsor
Martha Ezzard (R-Cherry Hills) urged
her colleagues in the senate to approve
the bill anywayso its passage would not
be delayed another session. Those
opposing the 1985 extension fear it will
substantially delay the 'time when Colo-
rado will select a safe waste disposal
site.
If a county does not choose a site by

the deadline, the bill allows the gover-
nor to appoint a state council to pick a
site for that county. The site must meet
State Geological Society safety stand-
ards for hazardous wastes, and the com-
pany applying to operate the facility
must prove through past experience
that it can do an adequate job.
And to strengthen the law's deter-

rence value, the fine for violating a dis-
posal law was increased to Sl 0,000 per
day from the current $500 per day.
Another provision of the original bill

introduced by Ezzard would have
removed a clause in current law that
allows operators of hazardous waste
facilities to be forewarned of inspec-
tions (HCN, 3/4/83). In the bill that
.passed operators can still be fore-
warned if the fnspectton involves a sus-
pected problem, explained Gamblin,
but routine inspections, when nothing
is suspected, can occur unannounced.
, Gamblin said cose "could live with
that for now," but will work on improv-
ing it next year.

A" '0 recently passed by both houses
and awaiting the governor's signature is
a bill to raise "the state gasoline tax by
three cents per gallon anddiesel fuel tax
by four cents per gallon. The governor
had said he favored a larger increase in
the diesel tax' because he does not feel
the trucking indusrry - the largest user
of diesel fuel - is footing its share of the
cost of road and highway maintenance.
But the latest word is that Lamm is sof-
tening his stance and will probably sign
the bill. The current state tax is nine
cents a gallon on all fuels.
The legislature wrapped up its ses-

sion May21, but it will reconvene June
20 to work on any post -session
problems.

- Carol jones

No grizzly death trend: panel
While headlines continue to appear

about the demise of the grizzly bear in
the Yellowstone National Park area
(HCN, 3/18/82), apanel of government
scientists has recently injected a note
of skepticism into the debate., ' "
<"Iri" May13p'ressreleaSe,'.theU.iCFish
and Wildlife service reported that no
trend in grizzlynumbers - up or down
- could be proven by the scanty infor-
marion scientists have collected on the
bear' since 1974. The release was based
on a report commissioned by the Inter-
agency GrizzlyBear Steering Committee,
which includes representatives of the
National Park service, the U.S:Fishand.
Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest service
and the states of Idaho; Montana and
Wyoming.
The report said that while the

number of female bears with cubs has
declined significantly since 1959, no
trend is evident from 1974 to 1982. In
1980, aminimum of 183 to 207 grizzlies
roamed the area, acccording to the
report.
Last summer the steering commit ~

tee's chairman, RolandWauer, stated in
a memo that was later widely public-
ized, "Unless some change occurs to
reduce thegrizzly's,)p0rtality rate soon, .
the probability of retaining this wild-
land species in Yellowstone Park is
minimal." -
The new report implies that this con;

,
" 1
",-""

'"is are based on the number offemale bearsS .~ with cubs spotted by researchers in the
Yellowstone area. Some bears could
have been missed. "I don't believe you
can count all the female grizzlies in the
Yellowstone ecosystem," Strickland
said. ' .' - ,
But on the other hand, some bears

also could have been counted twice,
according to Knight.
The fact is, nobody knows exactly

how many grizzlies still lurk in the Yel-
lowstone area. But inWyoming's recent
crackdown on grizzly' poachers and
tightening of black bear hunting rules,
the state has chosen the conservative
approach. "Because it's a difficult popu-
lation to' study, we must maintain a large
margin of error," said biologist Larry
Roop of the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department.
Montana wildlife officials have been

. less willing to leap on the save-the-
grizzly bandwagon. Gene Allen of the
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife
and Parks believes that grizzlies maybe
rebounding from a decline that
occurred after the National Park service
shut down its garbage dumps in the late
1960s. The current panic is being
caused by "the long-term lumping of
statistics!'! he said in anAssociated Press
story.

-joan Nice

Earth First! launches lake protest
The Earth First! protest at the 20th

anniversary of the building of Glen
Canyon Dam got a lot of ink from the
news media, but was barely noticed by
its prime target, Interior secretary
James Watt. Earth First! rented a house-
boat, redecorated it as a "pirate ship:'
and floated some 500 yards from the
press barge, where its placards could be
seen, but the messages on them could
not.
Watt was at Arizona's Lake Powell to

commemorate the 20th anniversary of
the damming of the Colorado River at
Glen Canyon, an event that still brings
anguish to environmentalists. The des-
truction of Glen Canyon Darn was one
of the major events in Edward Abbey's

elusion is merely Wauer's opi;'ion and
not a provable fact. However, Wauer
appears to be in good scientific com-
pany. His views about the bears' plight
are generally shared by the biologist
who has been leading the research
effort on Yellowstone grizzlies' for the
past 10 years, Dick Knight, and by the
team that preceded him, Frank and John
Craighead.
State official. in both Montana and

Wyoming are skeptical, even suggesting
that grizzly numbers may be going up,
not down. Dale Stricklandof the Wyom-
ing Game and FishDepartment pointed
out .that current population estimates

novel The Monkey Wrench Gang,
which, in tum, was a prime motivator
for Earth First', a radical environmental
group (see story, page 16).
Neil Cobb, an Albuquerque-based

member of the group, said, "There is
more than one reason people ·came out
here to demonstrate. One of them is to
protest the fact that the Glen Canyon
Dam was built in the first place. The .
other was the fact that they invited
James Watt as guest speaker. That's
adding insult to injury."
About 150 protestors turned' out to

join the demonstration, which a large
phalanx. of police generally kept out of,
Watt's line of sight. Watt called for
people with foresight to withstand the

"abuse of public opinion" so that 20 or
30 years hence, other gatherings will
celebrate projects like LakePowell. He
praised the development-of the lake by
the Del E. Webb Corp., which spon-
sored the trip. .
Watt said that he had never heard of ,

Earth First!, nor read Tbe Monkey
Wrench Gang. He also said that he
didn't notice the demonstrators. The
dam, he said, was "a dead issue."
Cobb said, "For us, it isn't a dead

issue. And even if it is, it's important to
raise people's consciousness, to let
them know that all is not well with the
building of Glen Canyon Dam and the
enjoyment of it."

-George Hardeen,MaT)' Tolan

HOTUNE
Lavelle cited for
contempt .
The House voted unanimously last

week to cite former Environmental Pro-
. tection Agency official Rita Lavelle for
, contempt of Congress due to her refusal
to testifYabout her actions as the admin-
istrator of the controversial Superfund,
the federal toxic waste cleanup pro-
gram. The measure now goes to the
Justice Department, where a grand jury
indictment is possible. Ifconvicted, the
misdemeanor could result in a one year
jail term and SI000 fine for Lavelle.

Kentucky at odds over
Wyoming coal
The deeisiorrbya Kentucky-utility to

invest in a new generating plant which
will bum low-sulfur coal from Wyoming
lias sparked a protest among residents.
.Mountain Truckers Association, a lobby .
for the Kentucky coal thick operators,
claims the decision will threaten 3,000
Kentucky coal jobs and cost the state
$12 million in lost royalties. However,
utility .officials note that the coal con-
tract was the result of an open bid in
which the Wyoming coal was less
expensive even with delivery costs.

Ranchers get first land
option .
The Interior Department ismodifying

its AssetManagement Program by giving
adjoining land owners "first preference
on the purchase of surplus public lands.
The change in policy is considered a
victory for western ranchers and state
officials who were critical of the Inte-
rior's competitive bid proposal. The
new policy will result in a revenue loss
for the U.S.Treasury, but should help
ranchers protect their rangelands from
larger corporate -interests.

),

In-stream flow casts off
Documents have been filed and

volunteers organized in an effort to get
in-stream flow legislation on the Wyom-
ing ballot in, November, 1984. Tom
Dougherty, chairman ot"Wyoming Citi-
zens Committee for in-stream flow, said
volunteers will canvass the state this
summer seeking 25,810 signatures of
registered voters. The initiative option
was prompted by the legislature's fail-
ure to establish in-stream flow stand-
ards. "It seems inconsistent that it is
illegal to pollute our streams: but legally -
acceptable to dry them up," Dougherty
said.

EPAhousecleaning
continues
Four more top Environmental Protec-

tion Agency officials have resigned as
the agency continues to overhaul its
personnel in a housecleaning effort.
Stepping down were Frederic Eidsness
jr., assistant administrator for air, noise
and radiation; and regional EPA chiefs
Peter Bibko of Philadelphia and Lester
Sutton ofBoston. The resignations came
on William Ruckelshaus' second day as
administrator. Thus far, 20 political
appointees have left the EPA

Great Salt Lake rising
The Great Salt Lake is getting greater

by the day.Above average precipitation
and snowpack run-off have raised the
level of the lake 3.9 feet since last fall
causing an estimated 547 million i~
damages to lake shore property owners.
The lake is only 35 deep at its deepest
point, so increases of just a few inches of
water can send flood water dozens of
feet over its virtually flat shores. The
Utah 'Department of Natural Resources
predicts that damages to wetlands
recreational areas, highways, railr~
and other facilities will continue to
increase through July.
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The state of the environmental movement

The changing face
of the

opposition

by Don Snow

lames Watt has a habit of calling his
critics "extremists." He has said
that two kinds of people inhabit

. the Republic: libetals and Americans.
He has suggested that Indian reserva-
tions are hotbeds offailed socialism, and
he insists that the leaders of national
environmental organizations are deeply
committed to the ideals of Karl Marx.

One by one, he has paned ways with
the organizations that have attacked
-him - from Friends of the Earth to the
conservative National Wildlife Federa-
tion - and there is plenty of evidence
that the Interior Department under his
guidance has tried to weed but the
"extremists" within its own ranks. _

For all of this, James Watt has told
ABC News in an interview that he is
probably the- ablest interior secretary
this country has ever had. He gives the
impression that he believes his own
rhetoric.

But james Watt, the inflanunatory
cabinet member, is merely the promi-
nent tip of a very large iceberg. Beneath
the choppy sea of-his rhetoric thrives a
colony of individuals and organizations
who believe what Watt believes, and
worse.

His real constituency is comprised of
business executives, unemployed
workers, and ultraconservative ideo-
logues who have become embittered
through a decade of rapid environmen-
tal policy-making. They have organized
to fight back, and in many respects their
strategies and tactics parallel those of
the early environmental movement of
the 1970s - the use of alarming rhe-
toric, concerted efforts to feed the ever-
hungry media and broad emotional
appeals to attract members and
converts.

States with well developed environ-
mental records are especially prone to
anti-environmental witch-hunts. Mon-
tana, for example, with Over100 conser-
vation groups scattered across the state,
hosts a lively crew of environmental
nay-sayers, but nowhere in the West are
they more active than out in Reagan
Country - sunny California.

The Abalone Alliance last year
organized 'a statewide protest
against the start -up of the Diablo

Canyon nuclear power plant. The
embattled reactor, owned by Pacific
Gas and Electric - Company, captured
national attention during its I6-year-
long construction marathon because of
its proximity to an important earth-
quake fault. By 1982, residents of nearby
San Luis Obispo had grown to share the
concerns that California's anti-nuclear
activists had publicized about the plant.
While Abalone organizers plotted an

act of mass civil disobedience at Diablo,

residents of San Luis Obispo organized a
peaceful march protesting the plant.

The Abalone recruits came from all
over the state. Their acts of civil disobe-
dience were peaceful but illegal. Some
blocked entry to the power plant gates,
some hiked through the coastal back-
country and scaled the fence, others
arrived by boat, D-day style, and scaled
the treacherous cliffs onto PG&E prop-erty. In all, 1,900 were arrested.

Today, a year later, three Abalone
members as well as the Alliance itself
have been named in a suit asking for 5I
million in damages plus the costs oflaw
enforcement required to discourage
the illegal acts.

Representing the plaintiffs in the case
is the Pacific Legal Foundation, an ultra-
conservative "public interest" group
based in Sacramento. Founded in 1973,
PLF's early organizers were the Califor-
nia Chamber of Commerce; Gov. Ronald
Reagan's former Welfare Department
head, Ron Zumbrun; Edwin Meese, now
Reagan's chief advisor in the White
House; and the Sacramento law firm of
Deipenbrock, Wulff, Plant and Hanegan,
whose principal, Deipenbrock, served
as Reagan's northern California finance
chairman during the 1980 presidential
election.

Part ofa national network of ultracon-
servative legal foundations organized
under an umbrella group called the
National Legal Center for Public Inter-
est, PLF has distinguished itself as the
nation's leading anti-environmentalist
organization. _While PLF has not been
very successful in its cases - critics say
it has won about 30 percent of them -
it has blistered a number of court
records with. arguments favoring
unbridled free enterprise.
Joyce Howerton, named in the PLF

suit because of her role as an Alliance
organizer, alleges that "pure harass-
ment" is the aim of the Foundation's
action.

"Originally they named 25 to 30 indi-
viduals in the suit and asked for 12.7
million in damages," Howerton said.
"Unfortunately for PLF, many of those
named were not involved in organizing
the action, .some didn't participatein ir,"
and one was a man we'd never heard of"

Howerton admits to organizing the
action and asserts proudly that she has
spent 15years in the anti-nuclear move--
ment. But she claims that another
defendant named in the case, Dick
Krejsa, a professor at California State
Polytechnical Institute, took no part in
organizing civil disobedience.
At the time of the demonstration,

Krejsa worked as a county supervisor,
and Howerton believes that his position
as a public official sympathetic to the

Alliance incited the wrath of the
Foundation.

"They want to stamp out that sort of
thing," she said.

The third defendant is Susan Swift,
who staffed the Alliance's San Luis
Obispo office. Swift was the one
Alliance staff memher who opposed
civil disobedience at Diablo, according
to Mark Evanoff of Friends of the Earth
in San Francisco.

Evanoff agreed with Howerton that
harassment is the Foundation's goal in
the Abalone case, but he said that's nor-
mal for PLF. It is pan of a broad strategy
to suppress the environmental and anti-
nuclear activism that have been success-
ful in-California. '

Kathy Dickson, a San Franciso attor-
ney who has battled PLF in court,

_ observed that Foundation attorneys
turn normal environmental logic on its
ear in making their cases.

"They will take something like the
Endangered Species Act, for example,
and use it to overturn a pro-
environmental decision," she said. Dick-
son points to a Los Angeles case in
which the Environmental Protection
Agency sued the city to block ocean
disposal of Hiperion Sewage Plant
waste. PLF intervened on behalf of the
city and used the Endangered Species
Act to declare a preferred land-based
disposal site unsuitable for dumping,
according to Dickson.

She litigated part of the recent casein
which the U.S. Supreme Court unanim-
ously upheld California's nuclear morat-
orium which prohibits power plant
consrruction until an approved federal
plan for nuclear' waste disposal is in
effect.

Pl.F sued the California Energy Com-
mission to overturn the ban. Denied
standing in District Court, PLFended up
representing a nuclear engineer who
alleged that the ban has destroyed his
career. The Foundation's client went on
to ignominious defeat in both the appel-
'late and U.S. Supreme court's.

"In their fundraising brochure they
claim a 75 to 85 percent success rate,"
Dickson said, "but it's really closer to 30
fpercent. They are successful at raising
money, however."

Recently, California Governor Duk-
mejian (R) appointed PLF to investigate.
the California Coastal Commission, an
agency dedicated to protecting public
access to coastal areas. Dickson said that
PLF carries a long history of fighting the
Commission under the popular banner
of preserving private property rights
against public encroachment.

"This is a good example of how our
so-called public interest foundation
operates," she said.

.But PLF is not the only organiza-
tion dedicated to fighting envir-

. onmentalists in court. james
Watt's old home team, the Denver-based
Mountain States Legal Foundation, also
owns a record of battles with the Sierra
Club, the National Wildlife Federation:
the Bob Marshall Alliance and other
groups.

Founded in 1977 by joseph Coors
and a handful of other Colorado busi-
nessmen, MSLF quickly established a
fund- and hell-raising record that rivals
PLF's. Mountain States has a 27·member
board of directors representing nine
Western states, and a 25-member
"board of litigation" comprised of
prominent corporate and private attor~,

. ...neys. Fonner governors Calvin Rampton
of Utah and Stanley Hathaway ofWyom-
ing have served on MSLF's boards, and
former Rep. Wayne Aspinall of Colorado
and former Sen. Clifford Hansen of
Wyoming still do.

Hansen sat on the MSLFboard when
President Reagan considered nominat-
ing him for secretary of interior. \Vhen
conflicts of interests kept him from
accepting the job, Joseph Coors pushed
the nomination of another colorful
MSLFofficial, ChiefLegal Officer james
G. Watt.
While at the helm of MSLF, Watt

established a reputation for bruising
environrnentalits. A popular speaker at
'conservative functions, his rhetorical
outbursts against "extreme environ-
mentalists" captured media attention in
Western and national newspapers.

He once said that environmentalists
are the greatest enemies of environmen-
tal preservation in the West because the
laws and regulations they support are
impediments to innovation in such
industry-endorsed endeavors as mined
land reclamation and air and water qual-
ity protection. Leave it to American
enterprise to solve these problems, said
Watt, and they will be solved quickly.

Under Watt's management and with
Coors' fundraising influence, MSLF
grew rapidly. Coors' own foundation
chipped in 525,000 and the Boettcher
Foundation of Denver, a trust run by a
prominent mining and cement manu-
facturing family, gave 110,000 to the
fledgling organization.

From a first year budget ofS I 94,000,
MSLF's funds grew to 51.2 million in
1981. Chevron, Shell Oil, Morrison-
Knudsen Construction, Day Mines,
Boise-Cascade, Idaho Power Company,
Zion's First National Bank, Union Pacific
Railroad, Empire Bolt and Screw and
other corporate entities gave either
money or management expertise to the
Foundation's board.
Beverly Kinard, the Foundation's

(continued on page 11)
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"As a newspaper reporter, I treated

environmentalists as cute little fuzzy bears
who offered me something different in the

way of a news article. I thought they
would go away - but they didn't."

Gary Langley of the Montana Mining Association

oPposition •••

(continued from page 6)

Director of Communications, said that
.MSLF's goals remain clear. "We exist for
the purpose of making precedent-
setting lawsuits for free enterprise. We
also have an interest in averting
attempts to use constitutional amend-
ments to enact social change," she said.

Contrary to common opinion, said
Kinard, "We mostly sue the govern-
ment, not environmental groups or pri-
vate organizations." In fact Kinard
claims that environmental litigation
forms a very small part of MSLF's
activities.

111e Foundation is probabLy best
known for its efforts against the Equal
Rights Amendment in Arizona and
Idaho, and for its intervention against an
affirmative action program at the Uni-
versity of Colorado Law SchooL

Critics of the Foundation say that it,
like its cousin PLF, uses friend-of-the-
court briefs to bolster its public image
and pad its success ratio in litigation.
Both the ERA and affirmative action
campaigns were waged through amicus
briefs, allowing the Foundation to get its
name into prominent conservative
fundraising circles for little cost.

But MSLF also litigates major cases.
TIle Foundation intervened on behalf of
the Denver Water Board in a recent case
involving the Williams Fork Diversion, a
plan to create a city right-of-way
through a national forest area west of
Denver.

The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
intervened on behalf of the Forest Ser-
vice and won a decision that forces the
Water Board to come up with a compre-
hensive water plan and to seek a new,
less disruptive right-of-way through
national forest Land.
o Tony Ruckel, regional director for the
Legal Defense Fund, commented on
MSLF's role-in the case. "They lost on six
or seven inajor substantive points, and' ,
won one. 111e pomt.they wen virtually
guarantees less efficient administration
in the Forest Service. Altogether it was a
resounding loss for Mountain States."

Ruckel does nof consider the Founda-
tion to be an enemy, but a reliable _ if
unsuspecting - ally of environmental
litigants.

"We consider them a friend," he said.
"\Vhen Mountain States comes in you
have a reactionary party in -the case.
From our point of view it's a boon for
them to come in. They take positions so
extraordinary that' ours always look
quite reasonable in comparison In a

legal proceeding it's often a question of
balance that's at stake. Mountain States
has a way of throwing the balance in our
favor."

It is not likely that james Watt means
the same thing when he speaks of his
"balanced approach" to environmental
decision-making.

Inaddition to attacking en~onmen-
tal policy directly through litiga-
tion, anti-environmentalists try to

use their political muscle to stamp out
the green fire wherever they find it.

In 1981, the pro-development West-
ern Envirorunental Trade Association
teamed up with Evergreen Timber,
Boise-Cascade and a Eugene, Oregon,
sawmill operator to try to force the Uni-
versity.of Oregon Natural Resource Law
Clinic off campus.

Charles Landman, an Oregon law
school graduate now living in Missoula,
Montana, was a student in Eugene when
WETA and its allies went to work
against the clinic, which they alleged
had no place at a. publicly-funded
academy.

"The community was outraged about
it," Landman said. "A timber baron
named Aaron Jones from Eugene organ-
ized local businessmen to threaten to
withhold donations to the university
athletic department if the clinic wasn't
barred from campus."

Landman explained that the fracas
started when the clinic represented a
group of Idaho plaintiffs who had
appealed a Forest Service land manage-
ment plan for the Salmon River country.

"Lots of timber was at stake in the
Forest Service decision," Landman said.
"The plaintiffs were concerned about
the high natural resource values of the
area. It's part of the Idaho batholith
country where soils are highly erosive.
The plaintiffs challenged the adequacy
of both the EIS and the planning process
itself, and also launched a Freedom of
Information Act case over the agency's
refusal to disclose documents,"

WET A, according to Landman, tried
to pressure both the university presi-
dent and the state Board of Regents into
barring the clinic, which was funded by
the National Wildlife Federation. They
lost, but the Federation left a year later
to open a national litigation office in
Portland, The state of Oregon now picks
up the tab for the clinic, which
remained on campus. .

"We felt pretty good about beating
them," Landman said. "It's a good exam-
ple of how ineffective their meat-axe
approach is."

WETA was somewhat more success-
ful in Missoula where a similar law
clinic, also funded by the Federation,
moved downtown a few months ago
after WET A officials complained about
its campus office. The clinic is the prtn-

cipal intervenor on behalf of environ-
mental groups in the licensing
proceedings for the Kootenai Falls
hydropower project in northwest
Montana

A loosely organized alliance of indi-
viduals, labor unions, and businesses,
WETA got its start in Washington state
then spread into neighboring states
where it has lobbied to reverse the
decade-long trend of environmental
policy-making in the Western states,

While the five WETA's of the West
have gradually ceased operations due to
inadequate funding, Montana's office
still perks along in Helena.

In 1979, it helped organize a vocal
group in northwest Montana called
NEED - Northwest Energy, Employ-
ment and Development - to champion
the Libby Re-Regulation Darn and the
Kootenai Falls project. NEEDster Alice
Priest of Libby led the group to a public
hearing to protest the testimony of a
local group-called Save the Kootenai. To
the delight of newspaper photo-
graphers, she wore a jersey bearing the
slogan "Pave the Kootenai" in bowling-
league script. A few weeks later a Local
wit organized _ GREED - Get Rich
Exploiting -Earth's Environment - to
counteract the antics ofthe NEEDsters.

Patterning its organizing campaigns
after those of the early environmental
movement, WET A sought to enlist the
support of grassroots citizens, many of

'them unemployed loggers, miners, and
construction workers, to lobby against
environmental issues.

The group has seized on a single
theme that it has successfully broadcast
all over the state: environmental regula-
tion is the principal cause of unernploy-
merit. WET A leaders have never proven
the point, nor even tried to, but its mere
assertion has become a leading anti-
environmental battle cry.

Another organization that effectively
uses the "little guy" in successful lobby-
ing is the Montana Mining Association
and its counterparts in other western
states.

Executive Director Gary Langley, a
former Lee State Bureau reporter in Hel-
ena, fashions himself a crusader cut
'from the same white cloth as James
Watt, and uses the same kind of inflam-
matory rhetoric to blast his arch-
enemies, whom he calls "the extreme,
anti-development obstructionists."

Last. year, Langley told the Montana
Snowmobilers Association that he was
once somewhat charmed by the envir-
onmentalists, but no more.

"As a newspaper reporter, I treated
environmentalists as cute little fuzzy
bears - even though they were some-
what unwashed - who offered me
something different in the way of a news
article. I thought they would go away _
but they dido 't," he said.

Instead, according to Langley, they

duped millions of unsuspecting Ameri-
cans into joining their organizations,
whim quicldy became infiltrated by
leaders who carry the "goal of strangling
our society and stopping everything
with which this state and country.needs
to grow."

The average Sierra Club member, he
suggests, would have second thoughts
about- a membership in John Muir's old
club if he understood that wilderness
areas are places closed to Jeeps.

Sometimes growling like a profes-
sional wrestler, Langley throws Ducks
Unlimited, Trout Unlimited, the Wild-
life Federation and the Northern Plains
Resource Council into the same rhetori-
cal meat-grinder, suggesring that all of
them are dominated by subversive
leadership,

A favorite lobbying tactic of the Min-
ing Association is to use its considerable
membership of "small miners"
deftned under Montana law as those
who disturb fewer than five acres - to
do the bidding for the large corpora-
tions' that also belong. Any proposed
change in mining law favored by envir-
onmentalists is greeted with a veritable
pack-string of "small miners" who are
seldom affected by reform - they are
exempt from state reclamation require-
ments - but who tell legislators .and

-agency officials that sum amendments
will put them out of business.

Said one conservation lobbyist,
"These guys are Classics. You expect any
day now they'll bring a string of burros
and some placer pans into committee."

The James Watts, the conservative
legal foundations, the WETA's and the
Mining Associations all have a paint:
environmental regulation costs money
and inevitably affects natural resource
allocations. But the groups' vitriolic
arguments and their growmg tendency
to paint environmental leaders in
shades of pink have perhaps hindered
the success of their own cause.
If Tony Ruckel is right, such groups

may eventually hoist themselves on
their own petards. According to Ruckel,
the Mountain States Legal Foundation
has already run afoul of the Denver busi-
ness community - including Joseph
Coors - over its recent lawsuit chal-
lenging the city's decision to grant a
ciry-wide cable 1V franchise to a single.
company. Coors reportedly left the
MSLF board because of its decision to
challenge the city. Ruckel believes that a
sizeable fund raising base left with him.

The next presidential election should
say a lot about Americans' acceptance of
the flamboyant anti-environmentalist
line. It may soon become clear that
Secretary Watt and all he represents
have become an enormous albatross
around an endangered president's neck.

F~
HERBS

culinary
medicinal

insect repelling
dye plants

fragrance plants
fixatives

everlastings
scented geraniums

Choices.,
Fox H'iII's selection of 300 vaneues of
carefully propogated container grown,her:b.. .
and scented geranium plants includes: 12
different basils, about 30 thymes, 10 '::-
rosemaries, 16 mints, 9 lavenders, 8
oreganos,.9 sages, 12 artemisias, etc. Corn-
mon and uncommon plant material.

Information:
Our comprehensive catalog,
"All You Need 10 know
About Herbs". . . . . . $1.00

"What You Need to know
About Scented-Geraniums' . . ... $1 ,00

"What You Need to know
to Preserve Herbs". . _ .. $3.00

Shopping list:
The planl price list is free fo~ the asking.

oW) W. Michigan Ave .. Dept. HC-01, Box7
Parma, MI 492&9 • (5171 531-3179
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"The environmental
n

movement is booming. It's
one of the few·growth

industries left in the. souring
economy."

- Sierra Club representative,Bruce Hamilton

•

Incidentally, he believed that trees
caused most of the pollution, but he
didn't make amajor campaign issue of it.

By the 1982 elections, the environ-
mental groups had surveyed the damage
and rallied some support. Five environ-
mental groups collected about $2 mil-
lion ,for separate political action
committees. The groups were Friends
of the Earth, Solar Lobby, Environmental
Actlon.i-the League of Conservation
Voters and the Sierra Club. Most other
large national groups were precluded
from political activity by their tax-
exempt status.

The Sierra Club collected $500,000
to distribute among candidates and
enjoyed phenomenal success. They sup-
ported 15 candidates to the U.S. senate ..
Eleven won. They supported 10 guber-
natorial candidates. Nine won. And they
supported 153 House of Representa-
tives candidates and 121 won. In that
total, 27 of the candidates who eventu-
ally won were in races that they were
apparently losing or that were too close
to call when the Sierra Club Committee
on Political Education entered the fray.

In all, SCCOPE distributed S235,000
in cash and in-kind contributions to can-
didates. Another $200,000 was spent in
education. The groups also mobilized
4,000 volunteers. In the 1983-84 elec-
tion cycle, SCCOPE has planned a
budget of $750,000.

At least in part because of the efforts
of these groups, the new Congress is
conslder'abty more conservation
conscious.

A second emerging trend for the
19805 has to do witb the issues
that environmental groups are

dealing with on the national level. Evans
said, "We've become a real factor in
American life. We clearly dominate the
enviromentaJ field, but now other
groups are seeking us out. It's a clear
sign of success in politics when people
want to use us in their coalitions."

Politically, the environmental move-
ment has been subject to tbe same ebbsand' flowsof any .either'Interest. grb\lp~
During the Arab oil embargo and its
afrennath, membership and interest
reached a plateau. Industry was gloating
that the environmental movement was a
fad.Now, however, "Things are far bet-
ter than any of us dared dream of two
years ago, or even five or I 5 years ago,"
according to Evans.

One public opinion poll afrer another
demonstrates the American public's
support 'of environmental goals and leg-
islation. For example, the Hartis Survey
in 1981 - 'about six months afrer Rea-
gan took office - showed tbat 80 per-
cent 'of those polled favored either
making the Clean Air Act stricter or
keeping it the same. Sixty-five percent
opposed relaxing health standards even
if "costs are too high."
A survey conducted for the Continen-

tal Groups of Stamford, Connecticut, an
energy, forest products and packaging
company. documented an "environ-
mental ethic" that spanned busines
leaders, the unemployed, liberals and
conservatives, even in the face of eco-
nomic hard times. The poll was released
in November of 1982,and found that 55
percent favored maintaining present air
standards even if that meant factory
closings; 56 percent favored strict regu-
lation even if it slowed energy produc-
tion; and 60 percent favored
environmental cleanup priorities even if
companies had to charge marc to cover
costs. Inshort, it appears that Americans
arc willing to suffer some decline in
their standard of living to pay for envir-
onmental protection. In fact, one sur-
prising conclusion of the poll was that
sentiment for strong environmental
protection was stronger among the
unemployed than among full-time job
holders.
Translating this concern into votes

has always been difficult for environ-
mental groups, however. While Ameri-
cans are concerned with environmental
problems, they usually vote their eco-
nomic concerns. That explains partially

the success of Reagan in 1980 .. The
advent of the environmental PACs
should alter that somewhat. In addition,
the Sierra Club tried a tactic in 1982
which gave a sort of checklist on candi-
dates' stands on important environmen-
tal issues. Called the "Platfonn for the
Future," some club members consi-
dered it a good idea that wasn't very
well executed. "It wasn't clear why this
was important either to yourself or to
the Sierra Club," said one. One obvious
tactic for exposing the environmental
positions of incumbents would be a
more comprehensive reporting of votes
and records. The only systematic
approach is currently done by the
League of Conservation Voters, but that
group reports only once a year and its
list of votes is by no means complete.
The issues of the '80s are changing as

well. Brock Evans pointed out the
broadening of environmental concerns
to reflect other interests. For instance,
Audubon will have a contingent in the
"March on Washington" this summer, a
civil rights rally to commemorate Mar-
tin Luther King.
But the biggest and most controver-

sial issue of the '80s is nuclear war and
the nuclear weapons freeze. Environ-
mental groups have been fairly schi-
zophrenic about their tnvolverrrent and
most are concerned that it will dilute
their efforts on behalf of more conven-
tional conservation goals, though few
will say so in public.
The "lead" environmental group in

the pro-freeze, anti-weapons issue has
been Friends of the Earth. FOE has taken
a strong, aggressive position in favor of
the freeze and has assigned a full-time
staffer to the issue. FOE head David
Brower ran for the national board ofthe
Sierra Club this year, in an effort to push
the club into a more active role. Inter-
estingly enough he was defeated for the
position by incumbent board member
Phil Hocker ofJackson, Wyoming, who
has been a leading opponent of further
Sierra Club involvement in the freeze
issue. However, the board race was not
fought on a pro- and anti-involvement
campaign. The Sierra Club has endorsed
the nuclear weapons freeze in a board-
resolution, but has not committed a
substantial amount of resources to the
effort. Few other major national groups
have even gone that far.
Nevertheless, the weapons and war

issues seem to be emerging as main-
stream environmental issues for the
I 980s. A number of ·Iocal chapters of
groups, particularly those in Northern
California, "want to work on the freeze
and only the freeze," according to one
environmental leader. In addition, if the
Watt/Reagan scare is really running out
of stearn as a membership builder, it is
hard to see how national groups could
resist the obvious recruitment potential
of the issue.
There is the danger that the time and

effort involved in working on such a
complex issue would dilute efforts in
other areas of environmental and coni'
servation affairs. However, Audub6rt's'
Brock Evans said, ''1' don't think that Will
happen. We're only getting bigger.
We're climbing the mountain and t,he
view is gerttng'larger, Other fields have
become apparent. We've got more peo-
ple working on issues, not fewer."
Otber issues that seem to be gather-

ing steam include the global environ-
ment,population and the effects of C02
in the atmosphere. However, these
issues are complex and difficult to
explain to members.

The Reagan administration has
made a number of charges in an
attempt to divert the national

environmental movement and detract
from its credibility. One of tbe most
frequent is that Washington, D.C. envir-
onmentalists are out of touch with their
constituency. The ReaganIWatt argu-
ment is that, well, yes, the environmen-
tal lobby is strong, but the people it
represents arc really a lot more conser-
vative than that and, if explained, all the
the facts would SIJpport the administra-
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tion's policies. The people the move-
ment represents answer that with a
clamorous, "It ain't so, Joe!" The
National Wildlife Federation, perhaps
the most conservative of the politically
active groups, took the charge to heart
and polled its members about its
Washington staff's policies. The results
were strongly supportive of the staffs
positions.
Brock Evans said, "It's like the so-

called 'environmental backlash' of the
'70s. It ain't there. They wish it was."
However, despite these relatively

favorable reports, it would not be quite
correct to say that the Reagan adminis-
tration has not had an adverse effect on
environmental groups. The Sierra
Club's McCloskey admits that environ-
mentalists have been on the defensive in
the first two years of the Reagan admin-
istration. He said, ''we're in the process
of making a transition from being on the
defensive to the offensive. We're begin-
ning to find ways to move the offensive
campaigns along."
In addition, McCloskey is declaring

the defensive campaign a success. "The
timber industry's forest lands release
campaign has collapsed. Drilling in wil-
derness has collapsed. The clean air
defense appears successful. The remo-
val of Burford as EPAhead was a rurning
point." -
There have been losses. The decima-

tion and demoralization of career per-
sonnel at EPA may have long-term
effects. Watt has succeeded in leasing
substantial federal resources that can-
not be bought back. And, the sale of
public properties will probably be the
real long-term legacy of the administra-
tion. McCloskey believes that serious
regulatory damage has been avoided
through lawsuits brought by environ-
mental groups.
Evans said, "In the elections of 1980,

the forces of darklless won. We faced
lhe flames and didn't run. The president
has lost."

K'"..,..-. ,...'. ...'''''>eMround the Rockies, though, the

.
picture for local and statewide

. . environmental groups .is not so
rosy. !i<'Jlle of this had news is. inherent
in the native political conservatism in
the region. Some, is the result- of poor
strategic decisions by the groups them-
selves. And, paradoxically. some results
from the very success of the national
groups.
Despite the very conservative charac-

ter of the Rockies, there are probably
better than 60,000 card-carrying envir-
onmentalists in the region. A survey
done in Montana indicated that the
major environmental groups in that
state had about 10,000 members, with
relatively little duplication of member-
ship. In Colorado, there are about 7,000
members in the Sierra Club alone: Every
Rocky Mountain state has a relatively
strong statewide group.
However, most of these groups have

been unable to capitalize on the anti-
Watt .sentiment that has swelled the
rolls " Of the 'national groups.' Some
groups have experienced a modest
numerical growth in their ranks, but
nothing spectacular_ The Wyoming
Outdoor Council, the Cheyenne head-
quarters of which is about 65 miles from
Wheatland, where Watt grew up, found
it prudent to dispense with ·criticism of
the secretary altogether. WOC Execu-
tive Director Tom Wolf said, "We may
be the only environmental group that
didn't attack Watt. But he has a local
constituency and we couldn't capitalize
on those issues. We would have lost as
much as we'd gained." .
Dick Carter of the Utah Wilderness

Association said, "We haven't really
tried to capitalize on Watt to make our
membership grow. However, we have_
used the Watt scare to build a commit-
ment from the members to sustain the
organization. That has worked." ,
While Watt's presence as interior

secretary has increased the ranks ofthe
national groups, his impact on local
groups has been more deleterious. Car-
ter said, ''Watt has forced us to go to

court and into the administrative appeal
arena a lot more to stop his actions. This
is a big financial drain. If we had an
interior secretary who kept us out of
court, I wouldn't worry so much about
membership increases."
A second reason for the relative lack

of emphasis on Watt has to do with the
nature of the Rocky Mountain conserva-
tion movement itself. A number of
groups, like the Powder River Basin
Resource Council, the Northern Plains
ResOurce Council 'and the Western
Colorado Congress, have a large
rancher-farmer constituency. -They
blanch when called "environmental,"
preferring the term "conservation
group." It is from the agricultural sector
that Reagan drew much of his support in
1980 and that sector is still generally
supportive of the interior secretary.
PRBRC's Jon Huss said, "Our member-
ship has risen a little, but I haven't
noticed a general high response to the
Reagan people."
A second failure of the environmental

movement in the Rockies, with a few
notable exceptions, has been in build-
ing effective coalitions with other inter-
est groups. In most cases, the coalitions
haven't gotten together at all and in oth-
ers, they haven't worked very well.
WOC's Wolf said, ''we've got to learn to
compromise with other interest groups
- first the other environmental groups
and'then other progressives like seniors,
women, labor and so on. And we need
to reassess our relationship with agri-
cultural' groups."
WOC has pursued an active policy of

accornodation with Wyoming agricul-
rural groups. However, two of woe's
major initiatives in the state legislature
this year, the Wyoming Wildlife Trust
Fund and instrearn flow legislation,
were killed in committee by agricultu-
ral interests. Wolf said, ''we've failed to
deal with the ag groups through their
.leadership. Environmentally-orienred
ag people have to get active in the Stock-
growers and theFarm Bureau -,The.lead-
ership of those organizations are out of
toech with the majoriry of their
tmembers. "

UWA's Carter said, ''we were able to
. bring in non-traditionai groups in a coa-
lition of agriculture, religion, counry
commissioners, and environmentalists
in opposition to the MXmissile in Utah.
However, that cooperation hasn't been
sustained on other issues. I'm not sure
why. The MX leadership was excellent."
. "There is a serious problem in that all
the organizations that are involved in
public interest are very dogmatic.W e all
have an image to uphold and our own
goals. We complain about Watt being
dogmatic, burwe environmentalists arc,
.too. So are the others - hunters, fisher-
men, unions. It is very hard to bring a
coalition together."

There are two notable excep-
tions to the "coalition prob-
lem." The Western Colorado

Congress was started three years ago,
and has successfully brought together
senior citizens, Hispanics, agriculture
and environmentalists,
Staff director Theresa Erickson said,

"Some issues unite people more than
others. We fOL\ls on electric utilities
and rate issues. They affect everybody.
Every'body is a ratepayer. Nobody likes
the utiliry company." The emphasis on
the utiliry rate issues has brought in peo-
ple on fixed incomes. Power line corri-
dor ,rights-of-way have brought in
agriculture. Erickson said, "The people
who condemn land for the utiliry are
our best recruiters."
Environmentalists are involved

because "utilities are basic to every
other kind of development in western
Colorado," Erickson said. Coal, oil shale,
irrigation and Shell's proposed C02
pipeline would all require large
al11punts of electricity.
There are some is..lillesthat wee can't

go after, though, notabfywilderness and
the nuclear freeze. WCC has found that
issues having a local focus work best.

In Montana, the Montana Committee
for an Effective Legislature - MontCEL
_ is a dramatic example of both suc-
cessful coalition-building and a state- .
wide group's foray into electoral poli-
tics. In 1982, MontCEL got involved in
72 races. The group gave substantial
help in 42 races and 32 of those candi-
dates - 87 percent - won.
MontCEL is a coalition of individuals

who represent agriculture, labor,
women, conservation and education.
The group does not provide money to
candidates, but consults with candi-
dates to develop their -campaigning
skills. Executive Secretary Gail Stoltz
said, ''we've found that candidates have
the ability to raise money. We help them
deal with strategy and how to make the
most of their money, We get people out
and help to produce volunteers. A lot of
dilferent people are represented. There
are 800 to 1,000 different donors.
"One thing I ought to emphasize is

that building coalitions is hard work.
You need to take time. Leadership has to
look at what issues you can organize
around. You have to look at who your
friends and enemies usually are. But, it's
applicable to any state in the region."
MontCEL operates on consensus

decision-making. Everyone must agree
that a particular candidate is going to
get the organization's support. Stoltz
said that rather than being a negative
factor, this consensus method narrows a
vast field of candidates to a manageable
number. MontCEL had about 840,000 to
work with in 1982 and, while that's a
substantial sum, it isn't enough to help
every deserving candidate.
Stoltz said, ''We don't run negative

campaigns. We stay out of races that
don't have a good candidate, Support is
strictly on an issue basis. We compile
the voting records of incumbents and
there is a questionnaire for new
people."
Montana has a history of progressive

politics and cooperation among pro-
gressives that is-unique to' the Rockies
(HCN, 4/29/83). Stoltz said, however,
"I don't .think that's absolutely neces-
sary. But it is hard work." .
Like the national groups, state and

local groups are gearing up to get more
involved in -electoral politics. Some
Wyoming activists recently met to dis-
cuss the possibility of setting up a state
PAC somewhat like MonrCEL.
UWA's Carter said, "The Frances Far-

ley against Dan Marriott race (for U.S.
House in Utah's Second District) was a
major action for us. We showed we
could help run a major campaign and
provide volunteers. We've got to do the
same thing on a local level."

The final problem facing the local
and statewide groups is not a
new one. It is money, In-this

regard, however, the very success of the
national groups has damaged the local
and .sratewide. ones. National groups
that once got some government money
are no longer getting it and are going to
foundations for help. Foundations,
. which are giving less anyway because of
the recession's impact on their invest-
ments, tend to donate to the larger
established groups. Foundation giving
for local and state groups has virtually
dried up.

WOC's Wolf said, "Local groups are
left with money that'S available locally.
There is barely enough to go around.
New York and California money will go
to the Sierra Club for work in the Rock-
ies, but I can't get it for WOc."

Carter said, "Two to four years ago,
we went outside of Utah to get money
from various foundations. That money
has completely dried up."

WCC's Erickson-said her group origi-
nally got 530,000 from foundations, b~t
because of competition from larger
groups, that money is no longer availa-
ble. However, she said, "In a way it's
good. Our members now have a better
idea of what it rakes to run an organiza-
tion. The fact that they raise the money
themselves gives them a stake, a greater
appreciation of the organization."

Carter echoes that. ''we've been able
to build up the funding base from exist-
ing membership. We've built up the
excitement with the members of the
organization. We're having a little trou-
ble, The foundations that would give to
the national organizations are the same
ones that would give to the state organi-
zations and we can't compete with
them. But we're more viral and viable
than ever."

For the future, Carter would like to
see the stare and local groups combine
to give them some representation in
Washington. He said, "Local groups not
affiliated with a national group need to
become policy makers. There needs to
be a sort of sagebrush rebellion of local
groups to have their own representative
in D.C. It's not that the' national organi-
zations are ineffective or even insensi-
tive to local groups, it's just that
sometimes work on the site-specific
issue getslost in the big picture."
Despite the problems of the local

groups, none are in imminent danger of
collapse and most feel pretty good
about prospects for the future. As the
Sierra Club's Bruce Hamilton pointed
out, "I can't think of a single organiza-
tion that's folded and quite a few new
ones have started up."

WYOMING BIM LAND SALES, SEALED AND ORAL BIDS
BLM state office, 2'; 15 Warren Avenue, O1eyenne and Worland District Office,
307/772-2111.

NORTHWEST REGION, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION PROPOSED RULES
AND REGULATIONS, PUBLIC HEARING.
Rt.'d Lion DO\\TItowner. 1800 Fairview Avenue, Boise, Idaho 208/334-1938.

SOU7HWEST WYOMING, RILEY RIDGE DRAFT EIS, PUBLIC MEETINGS
BLM will nmuul·t four public meetings on the Riley Ridge gas field in Sublette
and ~jIK'olncounties, Wyo; Pinedale, June 27; BigPiney, June 28; Kemmerer,
Jun,· 2'); Ro<:kSprings,June 30; 307/772-2111.

INDIAN WOMEN !.EADERSHIP CONFERENCE
"Ott:fourth annual Ohoyo conference for Amen-

can Indian-Alaska Native women will feature a
_ tiJu."Pd:l)'leadership {raining program June 9-12 at
the U. otN. Oak. in Grand Porks.Leadership devel-
opment will focus on business ownership for
yourself/your tribe and on skill-building for non-
traditional careers. For more information about
the l"onference contact Sedelt:l Verble. Ohoyo
Resource Center, 2.:\01 Midwestern Parkway
·214, Wi(:hita Falls, Tex. 76:'08. HI7/692·384I.

I RAfTING TIlE COWRAOO
The Denver Audubon Society is sponsoring a

six·dar raft trip down the Colomdo River throUgh
<::ttar:tt·t<::U1yon,from Junt' 26 to July I. "Ilu: trip
will hl' Inl hy Gn:'g Williams of Sidt'windl'T River
Expeditions :m<.l will dlindul' with the hc:"ol\')'
sprin~ nmoll'. promising an l,'entfill ride. 111(:'cost

DATEliNE

June 1

June 16

June
27,28,29,30

is 54 SO per person, with registration open lint i1
June 15. For more information contact the: Denver
Audubon Society, 1720 Ran' Street. Denver. Colo.
80206: 3031399·3219.

MEET ms CANDIDATES
The Sierra Club is hosting an international

assembly entitled 'The Politics of Conservanon."
:June 30-July 4, in Snowmass. Colo. Featun:d
speakers include presidential candidates - Sen.
Alan Cranston (D-Cdif.), Gal')' Han (D-Colo.),
Ernest Hollings (D·S.C.) and fonner Florida Go\"-
ernor Reubin Askew. Panidpants will also h~r
energy expens Amor)" Lmins and O;n;d Fret."man.
labor leader Robt"n Goss, and wildlife filmmaker
Marty Stouffer. The registration fee is 535 tllr
adults, For man' inf()nnation <.'Ontact the Sierra
Club International Assembly Manager. 530 Bu,'~h
Street, San Frandsco, Calif. 94108.
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ACCESS '
ADJ'ENTlJRE

IDAHO AfLOAT. Main Salmon raft trips - specat price
10 lICN readers S..OO Augusl 6. 1-1. 12. W. IDAHO
AfLOAT. Rome.jordan Valley. OR 9i91Q; 50j/Sl'I6·l61l.

,

RON & MARC SMITH· PHONE (80I}M4·2b91
P.O. BOX O/KANAB. UTA.H 84141

fj
GRAND CANYON

EXPEOmONS

EXPLORE GRAND
CANYON
BY RIVER!

BOOKS

llIE usr GARAGE SALE by Harriet Lewis; "A lot of
Ameriams will identify with thtsevocanon of moving on"
- San Francisco Chronicle, "A statement of principles
and a charting of contemporary philosophy" - Mother-
root Publications. "For anyone \\-TIOever loved a tree,
wild berries, truth or grace" - Springfield Stall'
joumal·Register. ~6. 95 plus 8()( postage; Backroads.
Box 370. WUson. Wyoming 83014. Also send for cato-
logue of original wudrfe, wldflower. cowboy t-shrrts and
prints

GROUPS
RlR.u. XE.TWORK: organization for single, country-
oriented people. "Going it alone" is easier with socal
support/cooperative efforts. lntormation with SASE::.
Rural New.ork Rt. I. Box 49R Avalon, WI 53505.

HELP

Envln>nmentally sensitive.
Wyoming real estate broker will
help you find Wyoming
propeny suitable to your needs.
Also available for skl-tours,
backpacking, etc.

Contact Vernon J. Scbatp, Century 21
Roundup Rmlty, P.O. Box 2161, ]at:1=n
How, W}Vtn/ng 8300t; (307) 733-2900
(Office); (307) 733-5008

EXPERT PROPERlY CARf. land, flora. structures,
administration. crologically handled, Position. wanted.
WiU live on site .. L.S" P,O, Box 761, Ojai. CA 930B,

REMOTE CANYONlANDS RANCH for sale: Dolores River,
Utah. 55 M.,' 3 House;, 3 Cabins, Bam, Orchard, 15 Ac.
Irrigated pasture, power, $230,000, Terms. ooH 44'2·
1102.

NAm'E TROUT STREAM - high qualK)' mountain stream
in 160 acre valley surrounded by National Forest. Elk and
Bighorn wsuer range, Substantial tax credit 10 buyer,
Lane Coulston Broker, Box 9432, Missoula MT 59807,

LEARNING

"fft~ uniwrsi~·:1(m'lli«'d. m"J1i·d~'. r",idt'lllial ""rkshup,\ (U",

dU<I,'d11). r"\'''l:I1u~drspens, in rlltlUn' pr..,u'wal'br. tnd:m~red spe
fil" "iOlmduUi"n, "i1dlift" manajlt'ITl\'nl, mnuntain I'<.\>~'l(). fur

~dllCll<lrsand high ~Ililudt' pr.l"~i"lu!tl, tor infurmalKm nn lh~
sumlll\'r', .'il:llrduk', "'!nW:l thr ~scone soeoo- School, !lox ;O-J
,~1I11rlUmaRI.. Dill'lll, Cuk,_ fIO",li, f.\{)3 )-I6H·SRl .. ,

NEATSTl/FF

LOG HOMES, 4 pre-rut kits, two bedroom, Each cost
$9500. Take all four kits for $15,800 delivered, Call Jeff
afternoons (801) 466·6284, Left over from
development

SA\'E mE CASE and protect your instrument Custom
case covers from MMN STREET CASE COMPANY. Water·
proof- Guaranteed fit. Write MSCC, P.O. Box 8, Tetonia,
ID 84352.

I '

HIGH COrn-.rrRY NEWS is Wltidpating some staff tum·
over and a possible reorganiZ3tion come fall. We're
interested in l'e\"lf\l,ing applirntions from people \\-ith skills
in .....riting and editing, production and design, adminis·
lration and fundraising. Send lener, resume and work
samples 10 HeN Tale;ll SearclJ, Box K. Lander, Wyo,
82510,

SPOlI.TSTUFF

LARSEN'S BICYCLES
2!H E. SHoiuI

PorHU,W,- 82431_
SCHWINN TREK

S~ER MOUNTAINBIKFS

CONSERVATION

PASSIV}: SOlAR/LOG HOUSE BUILDING WORKSIlOI'.
Learn basics of solar design plus an introduction to
alternative energy technology. Pantctpate in building a
solar cabin. June 15-20; Tuition $100. Tinkers and Trad-
ers, Box 91, victor, ID S3455; 208/787-2495.

IF YOU SELL a product thai helps people save energy,
have we got a market for you! Sixty percent of our
readers own their own homes and 62 percent have made
some energy unprovemenus) in the last two years, while
31 percept plan 10make addilionalimprovements in the
next two years. Let them know about your product!

ClivtJ.SMultrum.
An envlronment.ally sound, water·
less waste treatment system for
homes, cabins and campgrounds.
Composts lollel wlstes and or-
ganic garbage Inlo a rich fertilizer,
conserving nutrients, water and
energy_

FOR INFORMATION AND NAME
OF NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR CON-
TACT:
Clivus Multrurn Northern Rockies
205 Meadows Rd.
Whltefllh, MT 59937
(406) 862-3854

STATE OF WYOMING PUBLIC N9TICE
Pl]tP(~_OF PLlJUC :.;OTICE

ruE Pl,;ItPOS£ Of nus PljBLlC t'OTICE IS to STATE mE STATE OF "YmH~G·S r~lE.:mO:-l TO 15.<;l1:WASTIWA"ITR DlSCHARCE PERMlTI L'NDER
llIE fEDERAL WATER POU.t,110N CO~TROLACT .-\MEKD!I'lL\TS OF 1972 (1'\1;1'('.-\1\), P,l. 9l·jOOA:\DTHE\lYOMlt'G El\"lRO:->~tE;-';l'ALQL'Al.ln' ACT
(35-1t·101 et. seq_, 'WYOM]NG STA1UI'ES L957, CUMlJIAffi'E Sl;PPLEMEI\T 1973)

IT IS mE STAll: OF WYOMING'S l~'TENTION TO ISSL"E WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMITS TO (l) OIL TREATER FACILm', TO MODIFY
(!)I\D!'S'IlU-\l PERMITS. ,-\.\D (I) Mn'lelpAl PERMIT. .-I..\DTO REXEW (I) COmIERCL-\l PER~11T.

.-\PPUC.-\.\Tl\fOR}L-\TIO\'
(11 ,\PPUCA.\'~ME,

mJll\G ADDRESS:

.\umx Gas and Oil
1'.0. B<)\ j--i.\R T.A.
[)l'n,w. CO 802t-

h'd~ral "6·- Well. ;-"V;'l(.SEIA, Section ,;",
T.'16~, R95\1:. Fremont Coumy

PER~IlT .\DlBER Wr-OOm ..2
Fatilil} is a I}pil:.tl oiltrt'aler 1000Ied in Frem~lnl Counl}'. Wyoming, The pmduced "-:ller is separaled from lhe petroleum pWdUCl tlJrough the use of

he;lll'r lrt"Jle~ and skim ponds. The djS{hargt' is w MuskrJl Creck (Cla.~s f\") ,-ia an unnaml'd dmina~l'
The diSCharf.\e mUSl meet \l·yumin~'s I'roduCl'1::1\'('ater Crileria effl'eti\'(' immediatdr Cliapter \11 of lhl' Wynmin}: Waler Qualitj' Rules and

Rel-.'lJlatillilsinfers thai a.~long as lhl' ?rodul'l'd Water Critt'ria is met. thl.' 1\-:lll.'r is suitable for bl111.'ficialuse. There is no el'idence III indicale lhat
limit;Il].HIS nlOrl' siringt'lll than the PWdUCl'll\j;'ater Criteria are needed to mt'\'t "'\'lJmin~·s \I:·all'[ Qualit!"stanllard~. The Depanml'flt wiUmntinul' 10

("alua\(' the dischar~l' and. if nl'Cl'Ss~ry, \\iU modify the pt'rmit if l'..-idl'nn' indicateS lbat murt' strin):t'lll limitations are needed.
Semi·annual.oit,lf,monilOring is required fur alll"JrJrnell'rs \\ith the exceplion Ilf oil and I(rl-a.'ie."'hich must be nwnilflred quarterly, Thl"propoSl'd

l'.Xpil"Jlinn date fur the pennit is Dl'f('fllhl'r .H, 1988,

11) .lJ'I'UC:\ ..\T \-\.\'E·
~tlJUS(j AI)I)RESS·

F,\Cil1T'I" LOCr\T10~:

Ama.x Cual Company

P.O, 80x ;005
GiUelll'. \1:'1" 81716

F.\Cll11Y lOC\TIOS: I::aflle lIultt" ~ine. Camphell County, W}'omillJ(

l'ER~llT SDI8Hl: "'·y·OIl2&OIH
Th~.\ma..\ Coal Compal\l··s Eagle Bune Coal ~Iine is a larK~ open pit mine locall'll nonh of tht, City uf GiUeuc, \ll ynmin.:- Waslew3lt"wconsisl of

pumpa~t frum u\(' mine pit. runofI fmm me eual processing plant area, and sanilary 1Ia..lle\\aler. ',l;'aStt'lI"lllt"rsare trI.:'Jtt'!! in st'!llhl): lJImdl and are
then dis{ha1]l-d 10 Uttlt, R3y,hidl' CI1.'ek,Dray, Ill, Diversion #oj, F.a!;le Dra\\·, .\urth OrJ\\' and [:LIt Fork Re\"lon Draw (all Cla.,s 1\' \I:·awr).

Discharl(e p(JinL~ 001, (J(N and 0]0 are being diminated: 005. OOR 009 modiFil,d and {!II, Oil. 0 15. Illol, OJ; and 016 are nt"wdiscilar~l' pOilUS in
lhb modified permit.

The prupo~d pennit rt"quires IDat thcdischargc:s wmp~· \\ith efnuent limllalions "hich arewllsidl'red hI' the Stale IIf \ll\·flminR to r~prt5tm ·'ht'Sl
al·ailable tmHmCnt'· dfecti'.c immooiate~'. HOVll."ler, thepflJposed pennit alsu wlltains a "rl~lpcn('f·· clause \\hich requires Ihe permitlu ht' modified
if mOrt minl\l'flt Hmitalions art de..-eloped atlhc ft'dml k'\'r1. The proposed pernlit comains a prmiSion exempting lhe pemlillee from emuI'm
Iimitati,llIs \\hen a predpitation el'enl exceeding the 10 I'ear·l", hour slUrm llCCUfS.Th(' proposed pt"rmit also requires contrul nf runoff from
dislurbed areas.

Sdf-monitoring of cfnuent quality 'JI1dquantity is requil't'd on a rt1(Uiar bilSis "iLJt rep(Jnin~ Ilf l"I.'SUllSljuaTlI'r1y Th~permit is SCbl'duk'tllll ('xpiIT
junt':\O 19fiH.
( :\ ) ,\PPlICA. \T .., ..UtE,

.\L-\lUXG ADDRESS:

Thunder Ilasin enal
PO. Box ..1)//

\I:'rij\hl. WY 112:.n
f~CILm· lOCATlO~: ClJ'J1 Crl'l'k .\lillC. Camphell COUnty. Wr"min~
PERMIT :-;-ntBER, ',l;r·OtJl11193

The AtlantiC Richllt'ld Comp'Jl1Y operales a Iargt uJlI'fl pit wal mint: locatlod in SlJutbl'".Ist~mCamphell Cnunty. ',l;'yoming "hich is !:alled LJt\,Cnal
Crttk Mille. The cxiSting discharge permitlnr the mine autOOrizcd di'\(ha!"Ke'i from f!lur liKalions. tbe mine has nO\I rt'lul'sled thatlht descriptiHn of
tYol) lIf those points bt: dtang<'d.

The pruposcd permit authurizes the tI\{l disdtarge poinl5 to he descrihed as fl,lJo\\~
002 . The outfall frum pbnt Scnling Pond #2, loalled in the SEY•. SElf., St'ClillnK, T..6\ R~IJ\\'.\\hich wnsists of distUrhl'<l area runoff

and equipfll(.'flt washdo~n ",ater and y,nich discharges UJ Blackjack IlI1lW,
, 003 . The uutfaU from Pil Dev.atering Seltling Pond n IUc:atl-d in thl: SE'I..li\l'I4. Seaiun lit Toj(I~, R7UW, "hich consists of dislUmcd

area runoff and pit ....:.IIer 'JI1d\I.-hich discharges 111Coal Creek
Tht I't'<:fi\ing streams refl'rl1lCoo abow are all Class IV 'I\'at~rs.
The abtlllt' discharges must meet dnul.'llt IimiLaticJf\s ~hich arc omsidered hr tht Stale of \ll)"ominl( In rl:prc~l'nL ··!It'lil al'ailabk treatment. ,.

HO'o1o'C'o'er,the permit III be modified should more Strillgll1t limitations Ile Ul'l'e1uPl:rl at the ftileral Il"'·ei.
RWIOffthe disturbed areas ....iII be {(";trullcd hySl'dimentalilln p(Jnd~ which arc dl~iWlt"tituwmplt-tdywntain the runoff rl~ultinl\ from ~ len yl:'.Ir

. H hour preclpitatiun l'\"t'lIt. BeauSI' tw ponds y,il1 not !H)rmal'r discharge. Ihl1 art nut spl'{ifl(".1I1~·irll1uified in Ihe permit hUl art" (1II'l'Tl'd hy
operation and mainlL'fl2nce prm'i<iions

PtrilldiC,.'il'lf·monilUrlng IIf effluent qualil)' and quantity is required with l"I.1!'minj( \If rt.....ult~ quantrl!', Tbl: permit i~ ~chtodllltd l!' e~·rir('Junl' jU,
1988· "

« I '-\I'PUC\,\T ~\lf.·
~L-\rllX{i ADDRESS,

F,\(,;rllTY LOCATIO,'i

PERMIT 1\l:~mER:

SOLAR COMPONENTS
SunLite@ glazing
ARGO photovoltaic systems
Solar hoi water

Tinker. & Trader.
Box 91 , Victor, Idaho 83455

208-787-2495' .

FREE SllNLIGHT
Hlgb-Lite Skyllgbts pay for them-

selves.Warm your home In wlnter-

light It in summer. Free catalog.

PLASTICRAFfS, INC.
600 WEST BAYAUD
DENVER, CO 80223

phone (303) 744-3701

GENERATE
ELECTRICITY

FROM
THE

WINO

Use this compact new wind generator to
charge batteries for lights, radio and-TV
Ideal for remote sites, cottages. camp-
ing, RV's and even sailboats. Quiet -
easy to mount and operate
Sett-timits - Salety leature Rotor
automatically tilts back in high winds
then returns to operating position.

RUGGED, tOW MAINTEHANCE"OESIGN

Strong sitka spruce blades drive a
special low rpm generator. Sett.starts
under 10 mph . delivers up to 100watts.

• REPLY TODAY fOR fRH INFORMATION'

THERMAX CORPORATION. OEPT. He 3
One Mill St., Burlington VT 0540]

Pho,,(802) 658-1098

CilY uf Worlanrl

W'l1rland lIoard of I'uhlir Ulilitie,
1'.0. Box 1116
Wqrland, 'IVY tl2-t01

Washakie County
Wy·OIJ20 17(l

The \\lISlew:HN trt"JU111'nlfacilitieS ."C,,·in~ lilt' CilY of Wnrland, Wyominl: wnsist of a l\\'I)·cel1non-aeraled stahililation pOlld with 110 disinfl'ftion
capahihtit,s. A dl'~il(l1 flll' a new fuur-cell al'r.ltl'd s(;Ihilization pOllll syskm witll uhl"'JI'ioll'l disinft'Clio!l is nl"Jring mmpil"tilill.

Tht., rrllp',S('d permil authori7.es a ClJlllinul'd discharl\c for lhc ·'old SYSlem··via discharge poim 00 I until O('tollt"r I. 19!1-i TIlt' ·'old system·· must
he operJIt'(j at maximum GIflability and efflcielKY limit the new sptem romes on-time. Effectivc (ktohl'r 1, 19&1lhc "newsyslem" must he nn-lineanu
must nWd dflul'nL IimitatiuM ba.~t~1on National Sccondary Trelllmcni $tandants and Wp!ming·s In·Smam Watn Qualitj' $tand;lrds, Thc dischar):e
fl1lm el'1J #3 of the nl"'· system is designall'd as dischar!lc point 003 and lhe dis!:hargl' from ccl1 #4 of lhe new system i~de;igllawli as disdla!"KC point
00·1. IJischarRl' jllJinL OOl from thl' old system ha.' bem c1iminal('d, All dischar):l':> are to the Big Horn River (Cla.ss II Water),

The permit limitatiun, for the pard·mell'rs fccal coliform, lOul residuai chlorine and ammunia are based upon tht' fllilowin!-\'
I Projl"rted dt'Sign di~{har~e l·niUl11l' . 1.12: MGD.
2:. Q7,IO uf flil( Ilum Riwr (MaY·&'Ptcmber)· 'H.II ,\IGll.
5. Q7·rO of Ilig Ilnm Ril'l'r (Dcwbl'r·April) - 91.1 MGll
~,"I'('r:ll:(' pH of fli): Hum Riwr (May·s..'ptemher) - H,2.
5. Average plillf BiR Hum Ril'er (OClOber·,\pril) . R2.
6, M(lXimum tl'mperallife IJf Big Hum River (May-s..'ptl'mbt"r)· 22"C.
7. Maximum lemperalure of Big Hurn Ril"l't (Ol'Wher-Aprill - 15"C,
R In-streanl lIah'r qualily sL:mdard for fccal ClJlifnml . 400!tOOmls (l'Stimated Wilcentralion needl-d Lo assure meeling 200/100 mls at

Ba.~in water trell.tml1l! plant inwk)
9. In·stream water (IUalir)' slandard for lHlal rt'liidual chlorine - 002 mgJl,
10. In·SIrl".Im lIaler llualit\' sJandard for unionized ammonia (a.~~)·.m mgfl.

Self·monitoring rtlJuirements in LJteproposed pennil rtquire the mOnitonn): of alilimilcd parJmeters un a wutine lr.lSis ",ith repnning of l'\.'Suhs
quarterlr. TIll' proPOSlll permit i, sche([ull'tlto l'xpire II[] Junc .~O, 191!t!,

TIte City of Worland had been e~empted from meeting fcderall'mu~nt reqUireml1lts by July t, 1977 since, in accordaIKt'"ith federal n~llIircmcnts,
it sp<.'dfically rcque~ted an exemption due to lh~ previous unavailabilil}' of federal fllllstruClinn grant fundI. In addition, lbe TO"11requcsteu and
rl'(ei ....ed a It'Ss strln~'rlt limitation on t01ll1 suspended solids. This modification is allo\\-cd by federal rCf.\ulations if LJte m~lhod of treatrnem is
~l:I.bilil.ation rund~ and lill' design fluw is less chan 2 M(iD.

API'UCA..\T ,'\,\ME·

MAlll~G .-\llDH~'iS:

Tal):h('l' Village, Inc.
477 West 4125 North
Ogden, liT tl .. 404

fACIliTY LOCATIO~: Teton Cuunty
PERMIT II"L;MBER: Wj-{)(]27XtlO

TarWiee Village is a 154 nXlm mottll(olf and t(:nnis club, IOCHCdOIllhell'e~l slnpl'uf theTclOn Mnuntain~ in far IIl'litcrn TelOn COUlllr, Wastcy,"Jler
trcatmem cunsists uf ~ (\\l)(ell aeratl'!! lagfJ(Jf\,Lindcr Ilumlal circumSlann-s lhefe is expccted to hc flU disthar~(', ho\\l'\"l'r. should adischargc (KCltr, it

lIould now imo an unnanKilllitch which wuld 1"'cnlUaJly (",ithin five miles) fl'"Jch the Teton Ril'er in Idaho, Unless therl" is an ('xtr~nll'ly hi!(h
preciritation t....·cnl il is doubtful lhal the dOuent would l'ver reach the TelOn River

The proJlllscd permit l"I.'l./uirl'liemuem qualit}' to mt'Ct Natruna Sl'l"undary TI'\."Jtmenl Stanuard~ efft'{li\"(' imml-dialtll'. DUl'lIJ lite fa!'1 that thl'
effiucm will nut reach waters sUPlJlming rL~blife (except after travdinl( a lonl: distanccl. ;l stricl }'l'ar·round Iimilalion un fec;!1('oliform hacteria is
coupled with a Iil)l'ral limitation on LUtal residual {hlurine

Munitllrinl: uf effluenL qualit}' is reqUired 011a rcgular hasis \\ith repoi'ling or ITsulls quarterly. 'Ihl' pl'rmil is S("ht~lule lo expire July., 1, I')Hn

STATt:/t:l'A TEt-.l'ATI\I DETERMI~"TIONS
Tentatil·e determinalions havc been made by the State llf WyfJmin): in ClXJjll:r.ltion with lhe EI'" staff rtlmil'e \l!ioffiul"llllimitatiuns and (llnditiullS

IU he impoSt'll on the permils, These limitations anrl olllditions "'ill assure lhal State y,atl'r qua1itysl'Jndartt~ and appliC'Jhlt, pnJ\'ision~ Ilf tht, FWI'CM
"ill ~ prott'(;ted.
PLKUC CO,\lME,\TS

Public llImmenl~ arl' invited any time prinr to Ju!l' ), 19X1 Cnmmel1L~may he directed to tht Wyomin!-: Ikl'armll111 uf I~l\'irunrnl'lllal ()oalitl'.
\ll·atcr Quality lli ....L~iun,1'('nniLs St'l"tiul1, ! 111 Ea-~tlinwln\\'al', CheYl~lll1e,Wynll1ill): K2002, I>r thl'lI.~. En....iTllllmental I'rult'nioll A!-:I'IKy,Region VIII
~nfl!rcemenl Division, Pcrmil, Administr~ticm and (:ompliancl' Hnmch, Illlll) UnwIn Strl'l'l. lIelll·er, Culorado 1IU2')).AIII'1,mnH'I1L~rt'l'l'I\'t'(t pri.,r lO
July 5, 19X~ "ill bt' wnsi!k'red in the formulation of final dettrminati"n, tll hl;' imp',,~d on tht, permits.
AIJDlTIOSAL l~mKM\TI\J,\

Additional infomlatiull m~y he ohlalnl:d upon rel[uest hy calling tbl' Stalt" of W\,nming, C~117) 777·7711 I, or 1:1'1\Ou:\ ) .H7· -,Hi-l, or hy wrilil)~ lU
lhe afortmtntifmed adtlf!'ssc'. !

The t~lmpietl" aJl[llic~tiINl~, dr.lh pcmlil~ and n·I~It·d do(um'·nL~ an· al'ailahit- fllr n'l'i('w and I1'produl'lion allhe arur\'ml'lllilllWd addrt'~.Sl'S.

I'ubli!' NOlie.' No, Wy-1I5-ntlh
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011II(1)-
Right and truth and: .."Bonanza"

growing threats from air and water pol-
lution spawned an envirorunental ethic
in America. Wrong again! The real
origin of modern envirorunental aware-
ness was the blockbuster NBC televi-
sion show "Bonanza."
Guffaw if you wish, but it's true.

Surely you don't believe that America's
child of the '60s read Stewart Udall's The
Quiet Crisis before bed. I know I didn't. I
watched "Bonanza," along with millions
of other impressionable children. Every~------

by Larry Mehlhaff

Many people, environmentalists
included, have the mistaken belief that
the American environmental movement
began with Rachel 'Carson's Silent
spring or Aida Leopold's Sand County
Almana<:. Others will argue that the

.~.
~""'~~!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!!'!"!!'!~~ .....

LETTERS
ANIMAS-LA PlATA
Dear HCN,
I wish to comment on the article

entitled "Critics boil over water district
bill"(HCN, 5/13/83). House Bill 1272
re-created Colorado's 46 water conser-
vancy districts by statute. The bill was
signed into law by Gov. Richard D.
Larnrn (D) on February Zy, 1983, after a
unanimous favorable vote by the Colo-
rado Senate.
-n;e Municipal Subdistrict, Northern

Colorado Water Conservancy District
went into the bond market after the bill
became law. The "tombstone" for the
bonds was advertised in the Wall Street
Journal on May 3,1983. In the opinion
of bond counsel, House Bill 1272
removed the cloud which had been
placed on the legality of water conser-
vancy districts by the Animas- La Plata lit-
igation. This was the motivation for the
Northern District's strong support of
the bill. Had the court oiled in favor of
the Animas-La Plata opponents, the
identical legislation would have been
placed before the Colorado General
Assembly.
Persons who file such lawsuits must

realize that the courts do not have the
exclusive sayan the existence of our
legal institutions. TI,e Colorado General
Assembly and the governor, who unlike
the federal courts are elected by the
people, determined that Colorado's
water conservancy districts should exist
regardless of the outcome of the
lawsuit.
TI,e Animas-La Plata opponents made

their case to the Colorado General
Assembly for exclusion of that district

Sunday evening at my house was "pop-
corn and Bonanza time" - a tradition
that continued for almost 18 years.

In a recent interview on "Good Morn-
ing America," Lome Greene (Ben
Cartwright), when asked why
"Bonanza" was so successful, said, "We
expressed the goodness of truth, the
family, the land and the wilderness,';
(emphasis added).
Just watch some of.the old reruns. In

one episode, miners were attempting to
open up new claims near the Ponderosa
ranch. Ben Cartwright said, "I've seen
these miners come to our land before
and I've seen the devastation they left. I
know that the water will never be the
same. We shall not allow mining on' this
ranch or even near this ranch." The les-
sons here include the concept of buffer
zones for national parks, watershed pro-
tection and the need for reform of the
1872 mining law.
On another show, newcomers killed

from the bill and lost overwhelmingly
when the vote was taken.
Jeanne Englert apparently does not

like this aspect of the democratic pro-
cess. Her point of view is understand-
able, in light of the many years she has
been fighting the existence of the
Animas-La Plata district

Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr.
A~sori;lll.'Counsel

Northern Colorado Wawr COllSl.'IYJn()'Dtsmct
Denver. Colorado

FOREST VOLUNTEER CRITICISM
Dear HCN,
On the HCN Bulletin Board-for .the-

last several issues was the announce-
ment "Forest Service calls for volun-
teers." Please let me point a few things
out about the Forest Service volunteer
program,
Traditionally, these have been paid

seasonal positions provided by the
Forest Service. The jobs listed in the
volunteer bulletin are not by-and-large
representative of new undertakings
within the national forests; rather, the'
attempt here is to get the same old jobs
done in a new way - by spending less
federal money.

Federal spending and cutting being
what they are, it comes as no surprise
that paid jobs are often scarce in the
very locations where the transition to
-voluntarism is being promoted. For
instance, Clearwater National Forest,
which uses volunteers, takes in Clear-
water County, where unemployment
figures in March were above 30%. For
every job filled by a volunteer, a poten-
tial paid opening is lost.

From personal experience, I can sub-
stantiate this last statement. Year before
last, after having been offered just such a
seasonal position in the national forest

Executive Director
Wyoming Outdoor Councii

-Location: Cheyenne, Wyoming
Salary: 51000-51200, depending on qualifications (plus full health benefits

andmileage)

Starting Date: September I, 1983

. Job Description: Administration and direction of statewide conservation
group. Emphasis on political organizing abilities. Extensive travel
involved. Fundraising talent required. Legislative lobbying.

Prerequisites: Knowledge of Wyoming resource politics, experience in
administration of a non-profit organization.

Submit letter of application, resume and writing sample by JUly 1, 1983, to:
Search Committee, Wyoming Outdoor Council, Box 1184, Cheyenne, WY
82003.

some antelope and sold the meat to
miners in Virginia City. The Indians,
who depended on the antelope for food,
were in an uproar. Now, I don't know
how things worked in Nevada, but in the
Colorado of the 1800s, the ranchers
would have taken care of the problem
by shooting the Indians. But not the
Cartwrights. They explained how these
newcomers didn't understand the
Indian ways and how the killing of ante-
lope must stop because the Indians
were in Nevada before the white man.
Hear that, james Watt?
You cynics may say that the new-

comers were underselling Ponderosa
beef, thereby influencing the Cart-
wright'S position. But, who couldreally
doubt the virtue of those four men who
stood and rode so tall?
And look at Lome Green today. He's

doing what every staunch environmen-
talist is doing - calling for Interior
Secretary Watt's resignation.

Probably few of you have heard the
words to the "Bonanza" theme song. I
am one of the lucky ones who has. One
evening after a long tough day of baling
hay, Uncle Maynard and Aunt i\deline
took lIS to Corsica, South Dakota for the
stock car races. During a break in the
. action, over the ancient loudspeaker,
the "Bonanza" theme song rang. And
there were words! listen with me now:
"Three men strong, riding the range,
fighting. for right and truth,
Booonaaanza. ,t

Wby, it brought tears .to the eyes of
some of the most hardened farmers in
the crowd. What better monument can

- . there be to "Bonanza's" influence? I rest
my case.

++++++
Larry Mehlhaff is on the staff of the

Colorado Open Space Council in
Denver. His current favorite television
Show is "Grizzly Adams."
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"CMUZATION COULD CRUMBLETOMORROW, SON. TIlERE ARE A LOT
OF WEIRDOS our TIlEREI"

for a wage, the personnel officer called
me back, retracting the offer. He
explained that a college student from
Maryland had agreed to do the job as a
volunteer. If! want to volunteer, he said,
he could hire me - otherwise not. Sud-
denly here is an in-road to government
employment which selects those who
can afford to work without pay. .
To take a quick look at the demogra-

phic effects of this policy, note the fol-
lowing. The volunteer program bulletin
is aimed at people not now living in the

area, and 'Without economic concerns.
The people from Clearwater County
unemployment lines can't afford to
volunteer for that job.
If it is a question of volunteering, let lIS

join together with our friends and
neighbors - people in our own com-
munities - to help each other out. As
for the national forests, we are all
invited to come - neither as laborers,
nor as guests, but as property owners.

Steve Paulson
Lenore, Idaho

It's your world.
And we teU you what's happening in it. From the board room to the

backcountry, wherever natural resource decisions are made, High Country
News covers the West.

Subscribe today. 24 issues per year. Box K, Lander, Wyo. 82520.
o $18 for individuals
o $25 for institutions

Name ---' _
Address '--' _

City, State, Zip, --,._·, _

. High Country News
Thepaper for people who care about the West.
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Earth First!, founded in the spring
of 1980, has established itselfas
the renegade child of the environ-

mental movement. Preaching civil dis-
obedience and radical politics in.outlaw
rhetoric, the group offers a rigid man-
date for wilderness preservation.
Operating without an official hier-

archy, the 5000 members of Earth
First! are a loosely knit group of purists
unafraid of putting their bodies where
their exclamation point is.Literally. Ear-
lier this month on Oregon's Siskiyou
National Forest, Earth First! members
protested construction of a road along
the northern boundary of the Kalminop-
sis Wilderness Area by sitting in front of .
an oncoming buUdozer until partially
buried. At the same site a few days later,
Earth First! spokesman Dave Foreman
was run over by a truck while blockad-
ing the site from construction workers.
Earth First! originated when three

conservation group lobbyists grew tired
of the compromises that most environ-
mental groups have begrudgingly
accepted as a congressional fact of life.
Describing themselves as "half-starved .
rednecks," Dave Foreman, Howie
Wolke and Bart Koehler quit their jobs
and established Earth First! as the
uncompromising alternative in defense
of wilderness.
"Once a wilderness is lost, it's gone

forever," said Howie Wolke. "If the
Sierra Club had been consistently taking
positions that were needed, we
wouldn't have formed Earth First!"
Although smaU and controversial,

Earth First! hopes to rely on grassroots
enthusiasm to support its goal that 10
percent of the U.S.be designated as wil-
demess. An impressive agenda, consid-
ering that only 1.2 percent ofthe land is
currently under wilderness status. ''wil-
demess has a right to exist for its own
sake," said Dave Foreman. ''we're trying
to return the environmental movement
to the morality, vision and courage ,it
was founded on. We want to put pas-
sion, emotion and fun back into it."
Foreman's perspective is unique. As

the former Southwest regional repre-
sentative of the Wilderness Society in
Washington, he is well aware of the pol-
itical power of coalitions, yet remains a
strong critic. "The failure of the envir-
onmental movement is the result of
heterogeneous groups forming broad-
based coalitions. It's just not efficient.
Groups of like-minded people, although
smaller, are flexible and stronger," Fore-
man has concluded.
During the past few years, demands

for additional energy sources and
threats from the Reagan administration
have made wilderness preservation an
increasingly difficult goal. While con-
ventional environmental groups have
responded with a more sophisticated
approach, Earth First! argues they have
done so at the expense of losing touch
with the movement.
"The environmentalists of the '70s

have become the bureaucrats of the
'ROs,Does the leadership of the Sierra
Club ever go backpacking' The powers
that be? Hell no. They make 560,000 a
year and expect senators to return their
calls," said Spurs Jackson, Utah coordi-
nator for Earth First!
The unique approach of Earth Firstl,

although relatively new, has its skeptics.
''You have to be effective where the
decisions are made, not where they're
implemented," said David Gancher of
the Sierra Club. "Environmental results
and emotionally satistying events are
two dilferent things. Sure it's more fun
to do things their way, but is it effective'
... The Sierra Club and every other
conservation group, whether we're
wearing three-, four- or five-piece suits,
work ha-rd for environmental
protection. "
Despite their confrontational rhe-

toric, the leadership of Earth First! is a
politicaUy astute group which uses the
established channels of environmental
mediation while they are open, and
relies largely on mainstream environ-
mental organizations to do the thank-

r
ing: Are they hard-core environmen-
talists or frustrated sheep looking for a
cause? While the leadership of Earth
First' can preach with fervor the virtues
of radical politics, one is left wondering
how far the congregation will follow.

Recent news accounts have covered
Earth First! confrontations with the law
during protests of the G-O Road in Cali-
fornia's Six Rivers National Forest and
oil drilling in the SaltCreek Wilderness
of New Mexico. Earlier this month,
Earth First!, the proverbial uninvited
guest, orchestrated a funeral party for
Glen Canyon in honor ofInterior Secre-
tary James Watt's visit to Lake Powell.
While the majority of the Earth First!
.membership is spread over the western
U.S., the . group claims supporters
nationwide and abroad. An Earth First!
related event in Australia earlier this
year resulted in the arrest of 700 who

'5' were protesting a bydroelectric dam in
:r the Tasmanian Wildemess.

The principal tactic of Earth Firstl,
~ due to its size, is to send organizers~" around to coordinate with local grass-
~ roots coalitions. "EarthFirst! is a cata-
.. lyst," Foreman explained, "When a few
~ of us came to Oregon the locals had all

'" but given up on blocking this road (in
the Siskiyou National Forest). We're·
able to get people excited and worked
up over the issues." The group plans to
continue its blockades in Oregon, New
Mexico and California, aswell as protest
any attempt the federal government
may make to use lands adjacent to
Canyonlands National Park as a nuclear
waste dump.

Politics aside, just or unjust, the activi-
ties of Earth First! tend to be imme-
diately associated with the factious
antics of Edward Abbey's Monkey
Wrench Gang While the group's official
position is that it will not as anorganiza-
tion participate in the destruction of
private property, Earth First! leaves
plenty of room for individual expres-
sion. "Ifan Earth First!member wants to
go out at night and pull up a few survey
\fakes, we wouldn't condemn it," said
Howie Wolke. '

More creative accounts of ecological
sabotage are provided in the monthly
Earth First! newspaper (disassociated
from the group for legal reasons),
including the "Dear Ned Ludd" column
which offers helpful hints for both the
malicious prankster and the profes-
sional saboteur. Ned Ludd was the mys-
terious leader of an anti-industrial
rebellion during the early part of the
19th century in England. This month's
column outlines the most sensitive
parts of a helicopter's anatomy, with
repeated warnings that all alterations
should be performed while the convey,
ance is on the ground,
Indeed, Earth First! likes to associate

itself with the outlaw image. Complete
with alias names and a macho attitude,
Earth First! has chosen to portray itself
as the self-appointed savior of remaining
wilderness. It is western chauvinism at·
its best, and that has proven to be the
group's strongest attraction.
. "The experience of talking to the
folks at Earth First' ismuch more similar
to the experience of hiking than talking
to a Sierra Club lobbyist," conceded the
Sierra Club's Gancher. "They are able to
embody the spirit of the wilderness."
Bantering with the established envir-

onmental organizations, stirring con-
troversy and pr act ic ing civil
disobedience, Earth First! is hard to
ignore. Whether the group is success-
ful in sparking a revival of emotional
protest or simply in making conven-
tional environmental proposals appear
more reasonable is irrelevant. The very
presence of Earth First! as a critical
watchdog is an incentive for all environ-
mental coalitions to do a much needed
self-evaluation. As Spurs Jackson sue-
cintly put it, "Earth First! has given the
whole environmental movement a kick
in the ass."

EARTH FIRST!
PUTTING THE
FUN BACK IN
~THEFIGHT

by Dan Gorham

"Everyone likes to be
irresponsible, drink beer and act
.righteous once in a while. We do
get kind of stuffy, they have fun.
Groups like ours and the Sierra
Club need needles poked into

us."

less leg work. In fact, Dave Foreman
recently ran for a seat on the Sierra
Club board of directors, only to have his
Trojan horse tactic fail at the polls.

The success of Earth First! is the
group's mixture of homespun
folksiness, humor and purpose:

it is a straightforward appeal to those
who have been alienated by the growth
of environmental politics, "Everyone
likes to be irresponsible, drink beer and
act righteous once in a while," saidTom
Turner of Friends of the Earth. "We
do get kind of stuffy, they have fun,

Friend's of the Earth's Tom Turner

Groups like ours and the Sierra Club
need needles poked into us."
Civil disobedience, a diverse mem-

bership and an unabashed self-righteous
perspective are Earth First! novelties.
Unfortunately, the group's showboat
humor and preference for carbonated
beverages give critics plenty of ammo,
In reference to Earth Firstl's assessment
of the environmental movement, one
conservationist who asked not to be
identified conduded, "That's probably
the .perspective looking through the
bottom of a beer bottle."

It is this same image of fun-loving eco-
freaks which leaves ohservers wonder-

+++
+++

Dan Gorham is the current HCN
intern.


