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THE BEST AND THE WORST
OF THE WEST IN CONGRESS

by Dan Whipple

send them off to Washington. There they stay for two or six years,

depending upon the office, and wage their daily wars, passing laws
that few of us need. Then again at election time, they return to the
hustings and report on all the good they've done us in the interim.

E very two years, we elect politicians amid a great deal ofhoopla and

These reports are, of course, somewhat self-serving. Few of us have
the time or inclination to follow the careers of our elected representa-
tives in any detail. We more or less assume that they are doing their best
and forwarding the cause of truth, justice and the American way.

As in everything else, though, some congressmen and senators are

better at their jobs than others. High Country News surveyed dozens of
lobbyists, congressional staff members and reporters to find out which
Rocky Mountain region congressmen were most effective — and which
were least effective — in accomplishing their goals in Congress. We
weren't interested in rating the officials on their environmental records.
Several groups do that and we have included ratings from the League of
Conservation Voters on our politicians’ environmental records (see
page 9). Instead, we were interested in how well they accomplished
their own agendas, regardless of whether they were pro- or anti-
environment. So herewith are the best and worst congressmen from the
Rockies.

vative, he is not the one hundred per-
cent ideologue that he is sometimes
painted. During the debate on the 1977
Clean Air Act Amendments, he sup-
ported the inclusion of firm pollution
standards in the law, telling one inter-
viewer, “1 don't expect corporations
voluntarily to try to achieve broad social
goals.” And, without McClure's support,
there would be no River of No Return
Wilderness. As testimony to his effec-
tiveness, one lobbyist said, "He's good
when he’s with you and dangerous
when he's against you.”

James McClure (R-ldabo )

The chairman of the important-to-
the-Rockics Energy and Natural Resour-
ces Committee is often described asthe
smartest man in the Senate. He has a
great deal of respect among his col-
leagues and is knowledgeable and well-
prepared on issues that interest him. His
overall reputation among environmen-
talists is not good, particularly since he
has supported opening wilderness areas
for oil and gas leasing and supports stiff
release language for lands not declared
as wilderness. However, while conser-

Alan Simpson {R-Wyo, )

Simpson’s rise to power in the Senate
since his election in 1978 has been little

short of meteoric, He is one of the most Pete Domenicl (R-NM.)
popular men in the Senate and he has
established a great deal of trust. One
lobbyist said, "When he’s against some-
thing, it's trouble because he brings
people along with him." This year, he
authored, sponsored and pushed
through a comprehensive immigration
reform hill. Said one congressional
observer, “You have no idea what a tre-
mendous accomplishment that was.
People didn't think that bill had a snow-
ball's chance in hell of getting through,
but because of Simpson, it passed.”
Simpson is also chairman of the Veteran
Affairs Committee and veterans, per-
haps not coincidentally, have not suf-
fered as much from the Reagan budget
cuts as many other interest groups.
Simpson has not been a darling of con-
servationists, pushing some amend- — s
ments that they thought weakened the
Clean Air Act, and supporting a Wyom-
ing wilderness hill that environmental-
ists consider inadequate. However, he
has not gotten a vigorous anti-
(~nx1f[mmc-ntal reputation a la James Senate majority leader is universally
McClure, and E-:m*upsqn unnfrsall}'_gets | respected and his environmental record
high marks for his willingness ta listen | o'y that bad either

and for his quick grasp of the issues.
Simpson seems destined to be one of
the leaders of the Senate for some time
to come.

Domenici has been chairman of the
Senate Budget Committee for two years
and, in the words of one source, "has
leamed a lot” Domenici is perceived as
honest and candid. He has been in the
congressional forefront of the recent
budget battles and has been an
extremely effective chairman. "He has
been willing to take on the White House
and make them see some reality in eco-
nomic policy.” The budget has taken
most of his time and expertise, but he
did manage to get a few swipes at the
Clean Air Act during the renewal debate
this year. He won the copper smelting
industry another five years — until 1992
— before they must comply with the
act.

If you supported legislation and
wianted a winning combination  of
Senate sponsors, you would pick:

Howard Baker (R-Tenn.) — The

James McClure (Ridabo) — see
accompanying story.

Alan Cranston (D-Calif. ) — Some-
times overlooked when counting the

b best and the brightest, Cranston works
behind the scenes and has a way of
going into the cloak room, counting
noses and coming out with enough
vOtes [0 win.

Rep. Les AuCoin {D-Ore. )
Rep. Tim Wirth { D-Colo. )
Rep. Mike Lowry (D-Wash. )
Sen. Alan Simpson (R-Wyo,)

{continued on page 8)
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"he said But among those that did

In a move similar to its public lands
sale program, the US. Department of
Interior is considering selling federal
dams to interested water users.

The department has ordered the
Bureau of Reclamation to survey
hundreds of irrigation districts, power
companies and other entities to see if
they are interested in taking over
ownership of water systems run by the
agency, said LW. Lloyd, BuRec’s North-
west regional director in Boise.

So far, the responses have been few,

express interest were a Rupert, Idaho
irrigation district that wants title to Min-
idoka Dam and a group of Pasco,
Washington, irrigators who said three
water districts in that state wanted to
own facilities at Grand Coulee Dam
“lock, stock and barrel.”

An official in the burecau's Washing-
ton, D.C. office said the agency distrib-
uted the survey to determine the
amount of interest in ownership
tranfers before deciding whether to
seck congressional approval,

“There is this momentum picking up
to return to the states more responsibil -
ity,” BuRec spokesman Ted Hughes
said. “It's unrelated to the land sales
(proposal), but it's a similar philo-
sophy.” The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment has begun a controversial plan to
sell $17 billion worth of federal lands
and properties to reduce government
deficits (HCN, 7/23/82).

The BuRec’s offer would raise money
because the agency no longer would
have to maintain and operate the water |
systems it owns across the country,
Hughes said. |

Line Helerence 1arget

In addition, the offer is extended only
to entities that have paid off their debt
to the government for the facilities’ con-
struction costs. That stipulation could
bring more money into government
coffers because it serves as an incentive
to speed repayment by the districts,
some of which otherwise would not
complete their debt repayments until
the turn of the century.

The BuRec's offer surprised some
water users, who said they were not
sure such an arrangement would be
feasible. "I think they're just trying to
find some revenue,” said Royse Van
Curen, manager of the Boise Project
Board of Control, which consists of five
Idaho and Oregon irrigation districts. "1
don’t think there's anything more to it
The only place (our district ) might be
interested in is Arrowrock Dam, but
what would we do if it breaks?"

Libby Dam, Montana

Liability and the responsibility for tak-
ing over maintenance of the facilities
were concerns of some of the smaller
districts, although in Idaho, state offi-
cials would continue dam inspection.

Idaho Department of Water Resour-
ces Director Ken Dunn called the plan
workable, but state fisheries officials
said they were not sure whether fish
runs would be affected by private
ownership of dams,

Lloyd conceded some irrigation dis-
tricts want ownership because they dis-
like using water for a variety of
purposes. However, he said congress
would mandate continued multiple use
hefore any transfers are approved.

Lloyd said he expects the bureau will
be able to obtain congressional appro-

| wal for ownership transfers if there is

enough interest among uscrs.
— Ellen Marks

WPPSS: A nuke weapons plant?

Despite a growing nuclear weapons
freeze movement, the Reagan adminis-
tration has begun to develop plans to
produce more plutonium for weaponry.
One prime site for the production facil-
ity is none other than the Washington
Public Power Supply System's recently
abandoned nuclear plant number 4 at
the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in
Washington.

A Department of Energy task force
that is studying the need to replace an

aging reactor on the government site at
Hanford is seriously considering the

WPPSS plant, one of two abandoned last

January. Reports indicate that, with
minor modifications, the WPPSS plant
could produce plutonium for nuclear
warheads as well as electricity for
Northwest customers.

The Task Force is also studying other
possible new sources for weapons
grade plutonium, including the Clinch
River Liquid Fast Breeder project in
Tennessee. A recommendation is
expected in December,

The Hanford plant is particularly
attractive, according to US. Rep. Sid
Morrison ( R-Wash. ), because it is now
23 percent finished and could be modi-

This is our biennial (more or less)
special issue on politics and the upcom:
ing elections. In our front page story, we
have tried to separate the wheat from
the chaff of Rocky Mountain region
representatives. The idea for this story
was lifted from Washington Monthiy
magazine, which, a few months ago, ran
a story about the six best and six worst
members of the entire U.S. Senate. We
have expanded that approach to include
members of the House of Representa-
tives as well. The information used to
make the analysis was taken from those
who work with and watch the legisla-
tors at their jobs,

Washington Monthly should be
required reading for anyone interested
in Washington, D.C.’s internal workings,
The magarzine digs behind political
cliches to show its readers how power,
bureaucracy and politics work in
Washington. Furthermore, it does it
with style and a sense of humor,

The Montbly also remembers that
Washington is only one part of the Uni-
ted States, While this may seem obvious

Dear friends,

to the rest of us, people who live in

Washington tend to forger it and
develop myopia about what they are up
to. Among elected officials, it's called
“Potomac fever.” Washington Monthly,
to its credit, realizes that issues dealt
with in Washington affect real people
outside of Washington and are not
simply something put on the political
trading block to enhance one's “clout.”
If you think retaining this perspective is
a simple accomplishment, you've never
lived in Washington.

Two of our beloved office mates are
leaving HCN — circulation manager
Maureen Dempsey and typesetter Deb-
bie East. Maureen got worn out working
two jobs and carrying a full load of
school work at Central Wyoming Col-
lege, so she has dropped her HCN circu-
lation duties. She will be missed here,
particularly by managing editor Dan
Whipple. Maureen was the only one in
the office who bought potato chips to
replace the ones stolen from Dan’s desk.
Maureen's association with HCV will
not end completely, however, because

fied at a fraction of the cost of starting
CONSIMUCTION ON a NEW reactor.

But such distinguished proponents of
nuclear power as Nobel Laureate Hans
Bethe have advised against such amove,

Bethe, who also supports a unilateral
nuclear weapons freeze, has argued that
“nuclear energy and nuclear weapons
have nothing to do with each other” and
warned that the disarmament move-
ment would turn its attention to nuclear
power plants if the distinction between
military and peaceful uses of nuclear
energy is blurred any further.

— Jobn Soisson

she will be handling our book review
department for us, making sure that we
get review copies of books, sending
them off to reviewers and reviewing one
occasionally herself,

Debbie, the only one in the office
who seems to understand our cantan-
kerous typesetting machine, will now
be concentraring on her work with the
Northwestern Wyoming Community
Action Program. Debbie runs NOW-
CAP's program that provides home insu-
lation for low-income and handicapped
individuals. Debbie is also a vigorous
activist in feminist issues and will be
devoting much of her energy to that
arena. She has been the office guardian
of nonsexist English — making sure the
editors don't write “congressman” or
“chairman.” In honor of her departure,
we are only going to pay her 59 cents for
every dollar she really earned.

Debbie’s typesetting duties will be
split berween Nita Loper and Jazmyn
McDonald. Long-time readers will
remember Jaz as our business manager
of a few years ago. We are glad to have
her back and we welcome Nita to the
staff.

— the staff




Grazing rights extended in Capitol Reef

By a voice vote, the U.S. Senate and
House has passed legislation to extend
cattle grazing for Utah ranchers into
Capitol Reef National Park.

The final version of the bill is a com-
promise worked out by Sen. Jake Garn
( R-Utah) and Rep. John Seiberling (D-
Ohio). The original Senate version of
the bill would have extended cattle-
grazing leases in the park for the lifetime
of the 45 Utah ranchers involved and
their heirs but 2 weaker version was

passced by the House. The final version |

extends the grazing leases until Dec, 31,
1994, and also includes authorization
for the National Academy of Sciences to
study the effects of cattle grazing on the
park over a 10-year period.

A spokesman for Garn's office said the
legislation was introduced  because
Wayne and Garfield counties, which
have the park within their boundaries,
have depended on livestock grazing for
the main source of subsistence for over
100 years. Problems arose between the

Ca

park and the ranchers when, during the
final hours of the Johnson administra-
tion, President Lyndon Johnson
increased the size of what was then
called Capitol Reef National Monu-
ment six-fold. Two years later the mon-
ument became a national park and the
grazing deadline was set. The spokes-
man said the counties affected were
promised increased tourism and, along
with it, increased moncey to replace the
lost revenue suffered by the ranchers.
“But it never materialized,” he said.
Utah Farm Bureau president Frank
Nishiguchi hailed the bill as a “landmark
piece of legislation that would impact
grazing land all over the west. It may
mean that we have turned the corner
toward a sensible approach to grazing
policies on public lands,” he said.
Farm Bureau spokesman Rod Clifford
saidd the organization is confident the
10-year study will show that grazing is
not detrimental to the park. He added
that the organization is especially
pleased that the bill leaves control of
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 Capitol Reef National Park, Utab

grazing in the hands of the Bureau of
Land Management rather than the
National Park Service, which initially
guestioned whether grazing should be
allowed in the park.

Although most public officials favor
the extension of grazing, the National
Parks and Conservation Association has
been working to see it ended. In the
September/October 1982 issue of their
national magazine, National Parks, the
organization cites a study conducted by
a Brigham Young University range spe-
cialist on the effects of grazing in the
park. NPCA says the study showed, “that
at best, the park is being overgrazed by
200 to 400 percent.” The story said that
since the completion of the smudy the
report has been suppressed and is not
even available under the Freedom of
Information Act. NPCA concluded that
the National Park Service "and some
others” did not like what the report had
0 say.

— Layne Miller

Forests managed under new rules

The LS. Forest Service has revised the
regulations governing its management
of the national forest system. Propo-
nents say the changes will streamline
the forest planning process but conser-
vationists believe the new rules will
emphasize timber production at the
expense of other forest resources.

Replacing the original regulations
drawn up by the Carter administration
in 1979, the revisions have been pub-
lished as final rules and are scheduled to
take effect October 30.

One major change is the elimination
of growth requirements for commercial
timber. To be considered for harvesting
under the current regulations, timber
lands have to produce at least 20 cubic
feet of timber per acre per year. The
revised rules contain no minimum
growth requirements,

According to Larry Blasing of the
Inland Forest Resource Council, elimi-
nating the growth requirement gives
the Forest Service more flexibility in
deciding what timber to cut. Instead of
relying on an arbitrary standard, Blasing
said, the revision will force the Forest
Service to take a closer look at the varia-
tions in its timber resources.

Jim Reid of the Region 1 forester's
office in Missoula, Montana, agreed that
the Forest Service will have to review
timber lands more closely, adding that
the new rules may not significantly alter
the region's volume of commercial
timber.

Bill Cunningham, Montana represen-
tative of the Wilderness Society, said
eliminating the growth standard would
open the national forests’ remaining
roadless areas outside of wilderness o
development. Cunningham said those
stands are marginal and until now could
not be curt at a profit.

Cunningham is also concerned with
another provision that allows the
regional forester to approve departures
from the Forest Service's sustained yield
policy. Departures make it possible to
overcut an area to deal with an emer-
gency, such as insect infestation. Under
the current regulations only the Forest
Service chief can issue a departure.

"The new regulations show that the
Reagan administration considers a
departure decision a routine decision,”
Cunningham said. There will probably
be an increase in departures now that
they are easier to obtain, he said.

Blasing supports the rule change
because the departure decision will be
made closer to the actual field situation,
he said. In addition, they can be an effec-
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tive method of improving timber. "By
getting a departure to cut a stand of
diseased trees for example, you might
overcut now, but vou would get more
growth in the future,” Blasing said.

A third change in the regulations con-
cerns the forest planning cycle. Cur-
rently, forest plans are to be reviewed
every five vears and updated every 10
years. The new rules call for forest plan
updates every 15 years.

The change makes the regulations
consistent with the Nartional Forest
Management Act of 1976, Reid said. He
added that the rules still require five-
VCAr TEVICWS,

Cunningham said the extended plan-
ning cycle will make it harder to protect
remaining roadless areas, which must
be considered for wilderness at the end
of each planning period.

— Jeff Stern

Salmon River gold

A ban on new mining claims along the
Salmon River in central Idaho has been
lifted. The action affects 2,500 acres of
national forest land along a 22-mile
stretch of the river from Riggins to Long
Tom Bar. The section was withdrawn
from mining claims in 1973 when the
Salmon was being considered for inclu-
sion in the Wild and Scenic River Sys-
tem. Portions of the river above and
below the 22-mile section are part of
the River of No Return Wilderness. The
re-opened area is mainly of interest to
placer gold miners.

Of gas and grass
Environmentalists are concerned that
oil and gas drilling on the Little Missouri
National Grassland in western North
Dakota will disrupt the area’s wildlife
and landscape. The Forest Service has
issued nearly 550 drill permits there
since 1980, The National Wildlife Fed-
eration has criticized the Forest Ser-
vice's practice of preparing environ-
mental assessments for each drill site,
saying the method ignores the cumu-
lative impacts of all permitted drilling.
The federation has called for a morato-
rium on future drill applications until a
thorough impact statement is compiled.

AMAX land exchange

AMAX Inc. and the U.S. Forest Service
have worked out a land exchange
involving over 12,000 acres in central
Colorado. AMAX will receive 2800
acres of federal land bordering its
Climax molybdenum mine near Lead-
ville. In return, the company will give
the Forest Service 9,300 acres of private
land in three national forests. Forest offi-
cials said the trade will allow the agency
to prevent development in valuable -
wildlife and recreation areas. The action
must be approved by the House Agricul-
ture Committee before any transfer can
take place.

Compromising dams

In an effort to compromise, wo
environmental groups are proposing
one or two water projects on the South
Platte River in Colorado rather than the
expensive and controversial Two Forks
Reservoir, a proposed 860,000 acre-
foot project to be built at the conflu-
ence of the North and South Platte River
forks. Conservationists oppose the Two
Forks project, which is estimated to cost
$239 million. In its place, the Environ.
mental Defense Fund and the National
Wildlife Federation are proposing two
smaller water projects on the South
Platte. The two groups will present
their plan to the Metropolitan Water
Roundtable, a panel which discusses
Denver's futuré water needs, in
October.
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Chrin Hp.ﬂ-lfb (mﬁab)
Friends in bigh places

Environmental Action listed Sen.
Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) as one of the
Senate’s top beneficiaries of donations
from what it calls the “filthy five” corpo-
rate polluters. Hatch reportedly
received $10,500 for the 1982 cam-
paign from the five corporations: Dow
Chemical Company, Standard Oil of
Indiana, Weyerhauser Corporation,
Republic Steel Corporation and Occi-
dental Petroleum Corporation. The five
earned the dubious title by consistently
violating environmental laws.

Action against Getty

The state of Wyoming, the Sierra
Club, the Wilderness Society and the
Jackson Hole Alliance recently filed suit
against Getty Oil Company, Interior
Secretary James Watt and two US. Min-
erals Management Service officials in an
effort to stop Getty from drilling in the
Little Granite Creck area near Jackson,
Wyoming. The dispute over drilling in
the proposed wilderness area has been
waging since last spring when the Inte-
rior Department approved Getry's appli-
cation to drill (HCN, 8/20/82). The
recent suit claims that approval of the
application violates federal law because
it is based on a faulty environmental
impact statement and because it vio-
lated the terms of the federal oil and gas
leases on the property, according to the
Casper Star Tribune.

Dirtying the waters

The Environmental Protection
Agency has proposed changes for clean
water standards that would weaken pol-
lution control requirements and delay
cleanup of polluted rivers and lakes. The
proposals come after the Reagan admin-
istration asked Congress to loosen fed-
eral clean water laws. According to the
Wall Sireet Journal, the proposals
would encourage states to loosen clean
water standards. Environmentalists fear
industry will shop around for states with
lax water quality lawsand they fear dirty
waters will remain dirty.

Oil ban challenged

Amoco Production Company and
Sohio Petroleum Company have filed
suit to stop the Interior Department
from cancelling the companies’ oil
leases on the Wind River Indian Reser-
vation in central Wyoming. According
to the Casper Star-Tribune, Interior had
recommended cancelling the leases at
the request of the Shoshone and Arapa-
hoe Indian tribes living on the reserva-
tion. The tribes said that Amoco
underpaid royalties and operated equip-
ment carelessly. Filed in US. District
Court in Cheyenne, the suit claims that
as trustee of the Indians, Interior cannot
be impartial in making a cancellation
decision.
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Arizona politicians ignore €co issues

“The environmental policies of this
Administration are the policies of neg-
lect,” said Rep. Morris Udall (D-Ariz. ).
But the chairman of the House [nterior
and Insular Affairs Committee didn't
offer the observation to constituents in
his new second congressional district,
which stretches across the Sonoran
Desert from Tucson west to Yuma. The
comment was made in Philadelphia, to
an Americans for Democratic Action
audience.

Voters in Tucson, Nogales and Gila
Bend hear Udall go after Ronald Reagan
and the economy more than they hear
him hounding James Watt. But the Inte-
rior Secretary is far from forgotten in the
district. He has been an unwelcome
presence for Udall's Republican chal-
lenger, Ray Laos, who didn’t think it was
gentlemanly of Wartt to publicly observe
that his campaign against Udall didn't
have a chance,

By and large, resource issues have
generated little attention from both

|
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Republicans and Democrats in Arizona
this fall,

The other four congressional races,
with one exception, will most likely be
won by Republicans who are basically
insensitive to resource issues. The
exception is in the third district, which
includes the Phoenix suburb. of Scotts-
dale, where incumbent Bob Stump faces
a strong challenge from Pat Bosch.
Bosch is waiting for autumn’s inevitable
smog to return and provide an approp-
riate backdrop for her attacks on
Stump's calls to gut provisions of the
Clean Air Act.

In the Senate race, incumbent Demo-
crat Dennis DeConcini is perceived as
an accomplished waffler on most issues,
including environmental and energy
concerns. His vote in support of the
Alaska Lands bill came after months of:
hedging. The DeConcini staff, accord-
ing to a Sierra Club member in Tucson,
“is difficult to work with.”

Challenging DeConcini is state repre-
sentative Pete Dunn, whose campaign

literature describes him as being “in
favor of the direction of the Interior
Department under James Watt,” Dunn
also supports the dismantling of the
Department of Energy.

Something bizarre will have to
happen for Bruce Babbitt to lose the
governor’s race to his poorly financed
Republican challenger, Leo Corbet.
Babbitt's grasp of resource issues is
strong. His only veto to be overridden
by the legislature dealt with the 1980
Sagebrush Rebellion law, which
allowed the state to take control of 20
million federal acres.

To reinforce the Babbitt image,
which many Arizonans feel is being
carefully cultivated in order to provide a
trip to the Senate when Barry Gold-
water retires, a photo of the governor
and his family backpacking through the
Grand Canyon appeared in some of this
vear's Arizona Office of Tourism
material.

— Paul Talbot

Three dams considered for Poudre

Although the Reagan administration
is considering recommending the
Cache la Poudre River in northern Colo-
rado for Wild and Scenic River designa-
tion, the Colorado Water Conservation
Board is studying the feasibility of three
dam projects on the river.

The Poudre was slated for possible
Wild and Scenic River status bya 1975
amendment to the Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers Act. After study, the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice presented five possible plans,
ranging from no designation to nearly
complete protection for a Td-mile
stretch beginning at the river's headwat-
ers in Rocky Mountain National Park
and extending to a section 15 miles
north of Fort Collins. Public meetings
were held and more than 1,100 letters
favoring Wild and Scenic designation
were received.

The Forest Service, considering these
comments, forwarded recommenda-
tions to Washington. Its recommenda-
tions have not been made public. “It's
not available to the public until the pres-
ident acts on it,” said Fd Nesselroad of
the Forest Service's Fort Collins office.

But Tom McKenna, of Preserve Our
Poudre, a group favoring Wild and
Scenic designation for the entire 74-
mile river section, claims to have a copy
of the recommendations. He said the
Forest Service has suggested that only
the already-protected section of the
Poudre within Rocky Mountain
National Park and the Commanche Peak
Wilderness Area be considered for Wild
and Scenic status.

Meanwhile, the Colorado legislature
appropriated $300,000 to study the
feasibility of placing dams along the
Poudre upstream from Fort Collins. If
any of the dams were built, Wild and
Scenic designation would be precluded,
McKenna said. “Practically speaking,
there would be no reason for it to be
wild and scenic,” he said. “The purpose
( of the Wild and Scenic RiversAct) isto
preserve rivers undammed.”

Tudor Engineering, an independent
engineering firm, has completed a preli-
minary study and presented its findings
to the Colorado Water Conservation
Board. A field of eight prospective pro-
jects was narrowed to three.

At an August public meeting, Terence
Yorks, a Fort Collins computer systems
modeler and member of Preserve Our
Poudre, questioned the benefit-cost
ratios Tudor Engineering presented.
Seven and one-half percent interest was
used in figuring costs, which Yorks said
was totally unrealistic in these days of
double-digit interest. He also pointed
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out that if an interest figure higher than
7.5 percent were used, the benefit-cost
ratios of all the projects would be below
one (the break-even point ).

He questioned the projected
revenues from sales of peaking power,
The smdy based benefits on sales at 15
cents per kilowatt hour, when Yorks
said Colorado Public Service pays only
3.5 cents per kwh. The highest price
currently being paid by any power pur-
chaser is 5.5 cents per kwh, he added.
Costs and benefits were figured at 1982
prices.

Demand for the power was also ques-
tioned. Northern Colorado will have two

coal-fired power plants coming on line -

within the next three years, and both of
these will have excess generating capac-
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ity, Yorks said. The power from the Pou-
dre project would be sold to various
electric pools.

The water conservation board will
study the three proposals and hold pub-
lic meetings in December for more
comment. In January, 1983, the board
will make its recommendations to the
Colorado legislature. “The ultimate
conclusion could be that none of the
alternatives are feasible, but the board
was instructed to look at the alterna-
tives,” board director Bill McDonald
said. If the legislature believes more
study is needed, they can create a new
bill for additional funding, McDonald
added.

— Vicky Boyd
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relief bill fells
opposition

The U.S. Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee has approved a
bill that would let timber companies
cancel up to 40 percent of their govern-
ment contracts signed before January 1,
1982,

Sponsored by Sens, Mark Hatfield (R-
Ore.) and James McClure (R-Idaho), the
Timber Relief Act is awaiting action by
the full Senate.

Timber companies purchased mil-
lions of dollars of federal timber in the

late 1970s when home construction
was booming, However, the collapse of
the housing market and resultant drop
in timber prices eliminates the compan-
ies’ ability to process the timber at a
profit. Honoring the contracts could |
force them out of business.

The bill is viewed as an aid to com- |
panies in Oregon and Washington.
Because of a different pricing structure,
companies in those two states paid
higher prices for federal timber than
companics elsewhere in the country.

Critics have said the bill is a bail-out of
the larger companics, including Boise
Cascade, Louisiana-Pacific and Georgia-
Pacific, which hold close to two-thirds
of the contracts in the northwest, Sen.
Howard Metzenbaum (D-Ohio) tried
unsuccessfully to add an amendment
limiting contract cancellations to com-
panies with less than 500 employees.

The bill has received mixed reviews |

within the industry itself. A spokesman
for the Inland Forest Resources Council
said that mill operators in Montana who
paid lower prices for their contracts
fear that relief for west coast companies
will bring more competition into the
already tight lumber market. The feeling
is that “contracts are contracts” and the
hill helps companies that misinter-
preted the market, he said.

For the same reasons, southern
timber industries would not support
the bill until a ceiling was placed on the
Region Six (Oregon and Washington )
timber sales program. According to
Mark Pawlicki of the National Forest
Products Association in Washington,
D.C. a large majority of the timber

industry now supports the bill. The Rea-
gan administration has not taken a posi-
tion on the hill, Pawlicki said.

The Emergency National Forest Pro-
ductivity Act, an amendment to the bill
introduced by Sen. John Melcher (D-
Mont.), would require the Forest Ser-
vice to start a program to salvage
diseased and insect-infested timber.
Melcher said the plan would improve
the health of the national forests and
reduce unemployment in the industry.
However, Bill Cunningham of The Wil-
derness Society said the program could
increase road construction on  the
forests.

— feff Stern

WPPSS bailout proposed

In the wake of an Oregon judge's rul-
ifg that 11 Oregon utilities are not obli-
gated to pay their share of the $7 billion
debt for two Northwest nuclear power
plants, federal officials are taking a hard
look at a scheme that would bail out the
utilities.

On September 29, Lane County
{ Orregon ) District Judge George Wood-
rich delivered a summary judgment
which declared the contracts between
the 11 Oregon utilitics and the
Washington Public Power Supply Sys-
tem invalid under Oregon law and city
charters.

Woodrich declared that the munici-
pal utilities involved did not have
authority to sign the contracts backing
construction of WPPSS plants 4 and 5
without voter approval.

The two plants were terminated by
WPPSS last January in the light of sky-
rocketing construction costs and de-
clining electrical demand. Three other
plants in the five plant WPPSS network
are still under construction.

When the plants were terminated,
the 88 members of the WPPSS consor-
tium were left with $2.25 billion in con-
struction bonds plus $4.51 billion in
interest that they must begin paying off
in January, 1983.

Members of the consortium, reeling
under the weight of the enormous debt,
sued for release from their obligations,
despite “hell or high water” provisions
in the WPPSS contracts which require
payment of the debt regardless of
whether the plants ever produced
electricity. l

If Woodrich's ruling, which is certain
to be appealed, stands, it could trigger
another provision of the contracts
which requires the remaining 77
members to automatically cover for the
non-paying utilities.

That possibility, along with the
chance that Wondrich’'s ruling will
snowball and encourage others among
the remaining 77 utilities to refuse o
make any debt payments, has generated
[t default by the
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nation's largest issuer of tax-exempt
municipal bonds. A default of that size
would cause major disruptions in the
national bond marker, analysts say.

As an alternative, officials are studying
a plan developed by Shearson/American
Express that would bail out WPPSS and
keep the disaster from contaminating
the national bond market.

The same day Woodrich rendered his
judgment, Albert Bellas, Shearson
senior executive vice president, out-
lined the plan for the WPPSS members,
Shearson is a major creditor of WPPSS,
with $90 million worth of bonds in
Plants 4 and 5.

Under the plan WPPSS would offer
£1.5 billion in low interest bonds, all of
which would be bought by the Bonne-
ville Power Administration, the federal
agency which underwrites the con-
struction of Plants 1, 2 and 3. The BPA
would get the money to buy the bonds
from the Federal Financing Bank at a
rate equal to the interest rate on the
§1.5 billion in new bonds. That transac-
tion would require federal approval.

WPPSS would then invest the pro-
ceeds from the sale in high yielding
government securitics, If the money
were borrowed from the government at
seven percent and invested in securities
that yiclded about 11 percent, the
“profit” could be used to pay off the
$2.25 billion in construction bonds as
they come due over the next 36 years.
All that would be left to pay off would be
the debt to the federal bank.

Estimates place the savings to the
WPPSS utilities at more than $3 billion.
Cost to the federal government: 3384
million over 20 years. Profits to Shear-
son in handlers fees: $6 to $9 million
{ plus salvation of $90 million in WPPSS
bonds ).

Even though both WPPSS and bail-
outs are not too highly favored in
Washington these days, there are a
number of backers of the plan, not the
least of which are the WPPSS utilities.

Slapped with a 60 percent increase in
wholesale power costs by the BPA on

October 1 and faced with the impend-
ing starting date of the debt payments,
many of those utilities have been forced
to consider a doubling of rates for
CONSUIMErs.

Some observers predict that such
enormous increases will bankrupt many
farmers throughout the Northwest
whose irrigation systems are heavily
energy dependent and whose opera
tions are already financially threatened
by a weak economy.

Meanwhile, still another plan is under
study that would bring relief to ratepay-
ers throughout the region and head offa
default. That proposal involves sale of
one or both of the terminated plants to
an entity that might complete them.
Efforts are underway to put together a
deal — one which could include the
Department of Energy — but so far the
efforts have not been successful.

— Jobn Soisson
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No wolves for Idabo

Idaho Sen. Steve Symms (R) recently
claimed he would take legislative action
if the US. Fish and Wildlife Service's
proposed Wolf Recovery Program is
expanded to areas other than desig-
nated wilderness in ldnhn.lf'Ihi: pro-
gram, devel by the Wolf Recovery
Team, will ﬂtablish the MNorthern
Rocky Mountain gray wolf in some arcas
of the lower 48 states ( HCN, 9/3/82).
Areas in Idaho, Montana and Wyoming
are being considered. Symms feels that
re-establishing wolves in areas other
than designated wilderness is the same
as expanding wilderness areas. He said
the study was a waste of tax dollars and
that the wolves could prove harmful.

Timber vs. wildlife

A valuable wildlife habitat area adja-
cent to the Cabinet Mountains Wilder-
ness in Montana will be harvested for
timber by Burlington Northern due toa
cooperative agreement with the US
Forest Service. BN has wanted to harvest
the 5.000-acre roadless arca for several
years, but wildlife experts and the
Forest Service cautioned against it
because the development of roads
needed for the logging could have
harmful effects on the area’s grizzlies,
moose and elk. The Forest Service, how-
ever, has become interested in cutting
some of its own lands in the area and
gave the okay after a study was com-
pleted by consultants and the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.
The harvesting plan calls for logging
small units at a time, then closing the
unit off before proceeding to another.
The Forest Service believes such a
method will allow a “minimum of dis-
ruption” to wildlife, according to the
Missowlian.

BIM reconsiders line

A proposed 19-mile pipeline
berween the Litile Jacks and Big Jacks
Creek wildemess study areas in Idaho
could be delayed because grazing in the
area could damge the two areas’ wilder-
ness characteristics, according to the
Bureau of Land Management's environ-
mental impact statement. The pipeline
was proposed by the BLM. Also of con-
cem is the effect grazing would have on
the areas’ herd of rare California bigh-
orn sheep (HCN 7/23/82). BIM offi-
cials estimate five to 10 of the 100-head
herd would be lost,

b

Ouestion of the week. The Jackson
Hole News reported that a rancher, giv-
ing directions to a tourist, told the man
to drive to a cattle guard and turn there.
Replied the visitor, “What kind of uni-
form does a cattle guard wear?”

There ain't enough room in this toun
for the both of us, podnih. A Mecteetse,
Wyoming, man shot himself in the right
leg while practicing his fast draw.

Only in California. The Los Angeles
Department of Animal Regulation set up
an Adopt-a-Rat program when it
rounded up 59 rats from a dilapidared
apartment building. The rats were being
fed by a retired security guard living in
the building and California law prohib-
its the destruction of any domesticated
animal. The rats are known to thiir sup-
porters as the Eleventh Street Shelter
59.

One boom was enough. There is no
truth to the rumor, reported Science
News, that the birthrate in the state of
Washington soared nine months after
the eruption of the Mt. St Helens
volcano.

My motber always said it was a Com-
mie plot. A spokesman for the Swedish
navy said that an unidentified foreign
submarine escaped from navy surveil-
lance near a top-secret Swedish naval
base because recruits’ hearing had been
ruined by years of listening to loud
music. Consequently, they were unable
to hear the “beeps” fic nar devices.

We can 'tthink of a better place forit,
either. A headline in the Sierra Club
National News Report read, "Nuke
waste may hit House floor.”
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daho's economy is the central issue

in a governor's race that intensified

-ently with the activities of two
political action committees.

Incumbent Democratic Gov. John
Evans and Republican Lieut. Gov. Phil
Batt are wvying for the chief executive
post at a time when the state is facing
severe budget problems, partly due to
the slowdown in two of its major indus-
tries: mining and timber.

Evans, who has held office for five
years, became a target when he handled
a revenue shortfall during the last fiscal
year by holding over about $13 million
in obligations until the new fiscal year
started in July.

That action prompted Batt to air a
television program, claiming Evans had
engaged in deficit spending in a state
that requires a balanced budget. The ad
brought Democrats across the state
rushing to Evans’ defense in what
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became a technical argument about
what constitutes a deficit budget.

Evans then abandoned his relatively
low-key stance by accusing the onion
farmer of voting against agricultural
appropriations and of being “anti-
growth” — a seripus charge in a state
that is trying to attract new industry.

While the two candidates tried to
woo voters with economic revitaliza-
tion programs, two anti-Evans political
action committees surfaced, reminding
some observers of similar activity dur-
ing the 1980 Senate race between
former Sen. Frank Church and the
Republican victor, Steve Sytnmis.

A group called FIRE (Free Idahoans
to Replace Evans) began circulating
bumper stickers and posting billboards
linking Evans' opposition to a proposed
right-to-work law with the shutdown
last year of Bunker Hill. A sister group
called BRIMST.OMNE. (not an acro-
nym — just a clever companion to FIRE )

Fire and brimstone over

"began soon after to distribute a comic

book that also criticized Evans for his
refusal this year to sign a legislature-
approved right-to-work bill,

In the congressional race berween
Democrat Larry LaRocco and incum-
bent Republican Larry Craig, public
land sales and a nuclear weapons freeze
are two of the issues.

LaRocco, a former aide to former Sen.
Frank Church, has strongly criticized
the Reagan Administration’s plans to
help reduce federal deficits by selling
§17 billion worth of federal property.

LaRocco said Craig has tacitly
approved of the plan because he has not
spoken out against the proposal, which
has caused controversy in Idaho where
there are 33 million acres of federal
land.

Craig, however, has maintained
LaRocco and other western Democrats
are exploiting the issue for political pur-
poses. The incumbent said current law

Politicians covet

A
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| vote, particularly in the gubernatorial

yoming conservationists
have had the unique expe-
rience of watching 1982 can-

didates try to prove that they are better
environmentalists than their opponents,
Polls have apparently shown that the
environmental vote is the state's swing

race and “environmentalists” are pop-
ping up in unexpected places.
The most obvious example of this

| trend is Republican gubernatorial can-

didate Warren Morton. Morton, an oil
man from Casper, long-time state legis-
lator and former speaker of the Wyom-
ing House of Representatives, is the sort
of fellow who vigorously disassociated
himself from environmentalists and
their ilk during his House terms. Now
his media ads are portraying him as a
leader in environmental protection dur-
ing his terms in the state legislature,
much to the surprise of conservation
lobbyists who worked on the bills.
Morton's opponent is  incumbent
Democrat Ed Herschler, who is running
for an unprecedented third term. The
third-term  issue is likely to hurt
Herschler in predominantly Republican
Wyoming, where most residents don't

Running for the middle in Colorado

eptember primaries in Colorado

sipnaled a remrn to moderate,

middle-of-the-road candidates.
Defeated within the Republican party
were such controversial political fig-
ures as state representative Bob Ste-
phenson, a leader in book-banning
crusades, and Representative Frank Ran-
dall, another hardline right-winger,
also of Colorado Springs. Democrat
George Boley, sometimes termed a
“closet Republican,” lost the primary in
the heavily Democratic Pueblo district.
The absence of these state legislators is
expected to boost Governor Richard
Lamm's standing with the legislature,
Stephenson, Randall and Boley were fre-
quent opponents of his proposals.

Lamm, seeking his third term as gov-
ernor, charges the Republican-
controlled legislature with blocking
many of his programs. Lamm’s oppo-
nent, Aurora veterinarian John Fuhr,

served cight years in the legislature and
was speaker of the Colorado House dur-
ing two of those terms. He cites Lamm's
vetoes and the “confrontational nature”
of the Lamm administration as working
against the better interests of the state,
5till, Lamm maintains a broad base of
support in Colorado and is considered
very electable in November.

In the race for the US. House of
Representatives second congressional
district, Tim Wirth is seeking a fifth
term. He faces Republican John
Buechner, a University of Colorado pol-
itical science professor, who basically
agrees with Wirth on several issues,
including the need for nuclear arms lim-
itations. The redesigned second district
includes Boulder, parts of Adams
county, and several mountain counties
and has slightly more registered Demo-
crats than Republicans.

In the newly formed sixth congres-
sional district, moderate liberal Demo-
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crat Steve Hogan squares off against
moderate conservative Jack Swigert
The area, registered heavily Republican,
is a horseshoe-shaped district carved
out of the eastern, southern, and west-
ern Denver suburbs. Swigert, a former
astronaut, is favored here, but Hogan, an
Aurora city councilman, can count on
strong support in his part of the district.

Colorado’s fifth district campaign was
labeled by Time and the Christian
Sciennce Monitor as one of the 10 most
interesting House races in the US. this
vear. This strongly conservative district,
centered around Colorado  Springs,
includes some of Arapahoe County's
suburbs, the western mountains of Jef:
ferson County and several central Colo-
rado counties. Incumbent Ken Kramer,
avery conservative Republican, favorsa
constitutional amendment that would
settle. the national debt, in part by sel-
ling off federal lands. His calls for

" increased military spending  are- wel.

comed in the Colorado Springs area
which is dominated by the Air Force
Academy, Fort Carson, Peterson Air
Force Base and NORAD. However, chal-
lenger Tom Cronin so far seems to be a
strong contender. As evidenced by the
recent defeats of other ultra-right politi-
cians, many observers feel voters want a
representative who can avoid strident
confrontations.

Representing the huge third congres-
sional district, Pueblo-based Ray Kogoy-
sek faces Dillon Republican Tom Wiens.
If voters in the district decide to elect a
western slope resident, political new-
comer Wiens might upsct Kogovsek, a
two-term incumbent.

In most races throughout Colorado,
voters seem o be leaning toward mod-
erate, low-key representatives who can
work out meaningful compromises for a
wide spectrum of constituents.

— Detdre Dunican




Idaho’s budget

requires congressional approval before
any massive sales, and he said adminis-
tration officials have assured him there
will be public hearings before any such
action. Craig said he would be opposed
to large sales of land now used for log-
ging, mining and grazing, but he said he
does support the sale of “surplus” land.

Earlier in the campaign, LaRocco
called for an immediate freeze on
nuclear weapons and blasted Craig for
voting against such a measure in Con-
gress.

Meanwhile, LaRocco took the oppor-
tunity to say he presents a serious chal-
lenge to Craig after Craig recently sent
out a fundraising letter saying he must
raise another $90,000 or face “almost
certain defeat” Craig’s aides said the
letter did not mean the congressman
thinks he will lose, but LaRocco said the
appeal “indicates [ am gaining momen-
tum in this race — and Craig knows it."

In the Attorney General race candi-
dates Jim Jones and ].D. Williams are
sparring over the right-to-work issue.

Junes, a Republican attorney from
Jerome, has been pressuring Democrat
Williams to spell out his position on a
right-to-work law in Idaho. This issue
crops up periodically and did so during
the last legislative session when the
Republican-controlled legislature sent
Gov. John Evans a bill prohibiting closed
shops. Evans vetoed the measure. Jones
claims Williams won union support by
privately telling labor he opposes right-
to-work.

But Williams, a southeastern Idaho
county prosecutor, has refused
throughout the campaign to take a pub-
lic position because he said he does not
want to prejudice any future legal opin-
ions he may have to deliver on the issue.

— Ellen Marks

Wyoming's green vote

like things to be out of the ordinary. The
governor is favored by most state con-
servationists, though his record is
spotty, at best. He has, for instance,
made concessions to the uranium
industry on Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission jurisdiction in the state, refus-
ing to take state supremacy in uranium
reclamation. His water development
program, passed in the last legislative
session, is not well thought out, How-
ever, he has stood solidly behind the
departments charged with environmen-
tal regulation, has strongly favored
tough severance taxes and pushed
environmental reforms over his eight
years,

In scme ways, a more interesting race
has been going on for U.S, Senate, which
features Democrat Rodger McDaniel
against Republican incumbent Malcolm
Wallop. There is a clear difference in
both style and substance between the
two men, Wallop being very conserva-
tive and McDaniel simply conservative-
to-moderate. Wallop has tried to paint
McDaniel as a “liberal,” with some
degree of success, but the term is not
very accurate in the New Deal/Great
Society sensc, )

-.

Neither candidate seems to have a
very clear image among the voters. This
is all the more surprising in Wallop's
case, since he has been in office for six
years.

McDaniel is young, 33, and his politi-
cal experience has been largely limited
to his service in the Wyoming House
and Senate, where he was a capable but
undistinguished legislator. He is, how-
cver, bright and articulate. He has a very
sound conservation record and is a
leader in local opposition to oil and gas
drilling in the Wyoming wilderness
areas and for greater wilderness acreage
for the state.

Wallop was elected in 1976 with the
strong backing of conservationists. He
has been little but a disappointment to
them since. The Wyoming wilderness
bill, which has passed the Senate energy
committee, is considered to be Wallop's
vehicle, though the other delegation
members deny that. State conservation-
ists say the bill is worse than nothing at
all.

Another interesting race, though not
strictly an  environmentally-oriented
one, is for secretary of state. Leslic
Petersen, a Democrat, is taking on five-

term incumbent Republican Thyra
Thomson. Petersen is the most promi-
nent leader of the conservation move-
ment in Wyoming and has been its most
active and effective spokesperson for
over adecade. She decided to run on the
heels of Thomson's decision not to
authorize a ballot initiative that would
have guaranteed in-stream flow for fish
and wildlife. Supporters had gathered
over 30,000 signatures on petitions.

The secretary of state is Wyoming's
second-highest  elective office, but
Thomson tends to view her job primar-
ily as the registrant of corporations that
want to do business in the state. When
Petersen challenged the incumbent toa
debate, Thomson replied that there
wasn't much to debate because her
duties were spelled out in the constitu-
tion. However, the secretary of state sits
on nine separate boards and commis-
sions and could, if she chose, exercise a
tremendous amount of power.
Observers think that Petersen, if
elected, could urn the job into a true
lieutenant. governor's position, rather
than a clerk's office. However, twenty
years of name recognition will be diffi-
cult to overcome.
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In state legislative races, the overall
crop of candidates statewide seems to
indicate a continuing trend, noticeable
over the last few years, toward a more
moderate, environmentally-aware legis-
lature. The “good-old-boy” system
seems to be suffering some damage as
the legislators become increasingly
sophisticated. A few state candidates
indicating this trend in the state senate
races are: Charles Scott (R-Natrona),
former board member of the Wyoming
Outdoor Council and current board
member of the High Country Founda-
tion, which publishes this paper; Jack
Pugh (D-Sweetwater), another former
WOC board member; John Vinich ( D-
Fremont ), maverick Democratic state
legislator; and Vinich's opponent, Frank
Dusl (R-Fremont), a moderate state
legislator,

In House races, notable candidates
are: Lynn Dickey, a Democrat in Sheri-
dan County, former staff director of the
Powder River Basin Resource Council
and a director of the High Country
Foundation; and Barbara Dobos, a
Natrona County Democrat.

— Dan Whipple
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THE BEST AND
THE WORST
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{continued from page 1)

Steve Symms ( R-ldabo)

Symms is in a class by himself One
observer said, "If Symms is for some-
thing, it is worth 15 votes for the opposi-
tion.” Symms has a knee-jerk affection
for polluting industries, but he doesn't
do his homework so he can't be an effec-
tive spokesman even for them. He is
regarded as “flaky” by his colleagues and
does not wield much influence among
them. In opposition to a gun control bill
several years ago, he appeared at a press
conference armed with two revolvers
and he once forged voter registration
cards for seven Democrats on a commit-
tee considering easier voter registration
laws to prove how flawed the proposed
SYStem was,

A POLITICAL RIDDLE

(). What state has a senator dumber than
lowa's Roger Jepsen (R)?
A lowa, Charles Grassley (R).

Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo. )

Not in Symms' class, but generally
regarded as an ineffectual senator. Wal-
lop is a marked contrast to his Wyoming
colleague Simpson. Simpson has
accomplished much while sitting on
relatively obscure committees. Wallop
sits on the Energy and Natural Resour-
ces Committee in the Senate and chairs
that committee’s Public Lands and
Reserved Water subcommittee, impor-
tant positions for a westerner. Never-
theless, he has been in the forefront of
very little legislation. Said one congres-
sional staffer, “The only thing that seems
to have gotten him excited was the
inheritance tax reform and that directly
affected his ranch.” Wallop is scen as
impatient and hot-tempered, not good
gualities to bring to a deliberative body.
One of -his strengths is his friendship
with energy committee chairman James
McClure, with whom he works wellHe
plays the heavy in the committee, doing
much of McClure's dirty work while
McClure looks after Wallop's interests.
In one commirttee hearing on the Ameri-
can Conservation Corps, which Wallop
opposcd, actor Raymond Burr testified
in favor of the legislation. Burr had the

gallery in the palm of his hand and was
building to the climax of his remarks
when Wallop, the chairman, simply
gavelled him down, telling Burr that his
five minutes were up, losing points with
the audience and enhancing his reputa-
tion as a rude and impatient man

-

MOST DIABOLICAL
Rep. Pbil Burton (D-Calif) —
Devises legislative strategy sometimes
described as “"medieval in its
fiendishness.”

BEST WESTERN
PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE

: Sen. Gary Hart {D-Colo. ) — Critics
' sty his higher ambitions are weakening
his legislative effectivencss,

Max Baucus (D-Monti. )

When Baucus was elected in 1978,
there were high hopes for him among
the conservation community. He votes
“correctly” but does not take a leader-
ship role in anything. On Montana

issues, he lives in fear of Sen. John
Melcher (D-Mont. ), who was once des-
cribed as “the meanest man in the
Senate.” Unlike Steve Symms, however,
Baucus is not a hopeless case. He was a
leader in the debate against prayer in
the schools, a difficult position for a
senator from conservative Montana.
When something hits very close to his
deeply felt convictions, Baucus will
fight for it. Part of his problem simply
stems from being a junior senator in the
minority party. It is difficult to exercise
a lot of clout from that position.

KISS OF DEATH

If vou vehemently opposed legisla-

ton and wanted to be sure itwould lose

| on the Senate floor, you would pick the
| following three co-sponsors:

Steve Symms  (Rldabo) — see
ACCOMPANYING story.

Jesse Helms (RN.C) — The New
Right darling of the media is a famed
anti-abortion, anti-Equal Rights Amend-
ment fanatic. The recent debate and fil-
ibuster over the constitutional
amendment on abortion proved what
most people already knew — if Helms
sponsored the "Star-Spangled Banner,”
it wouldn't be the national anthem.

S Hayekawa (R-Calif ) — would
be asleep during the debate,

{Insiders note: Conservationists
breathed a sigh of relief when they dis-
covered theat the proposed legislation fo
release for development federal lands
nol selected for wilderness weds spHon-
sored by Helms and Hayakatoa. )

MOST TENACIOUS

Sen. Jobn Melcher { D-Mont. ) — Gets
what he wants whether anyone else
wants it or not.

WORST WESTERN
SPOKESMAN
FOR THE NEW RIGHT
|_(BESIDES STEVE SYMMS

| Sen. Chrin Hatch (R-Ultab) —
fective and built to stay that way.

Inef-

Morris Udall (D-Ariz.)

Udall is one of the most popular men
in Congress, with both Republicans and
Democrats. He is extremely well-
respected and rarely loses a bill that he
supports. He is regarded by friend and
foe alike as one of the most effective
legislators in the entire Congress, not
just from the Rockies. His conservation
stances are well-known. One conserva-
tion lobbyist said, “If Udall isn't for it, it
isn'’t_going. to. pass.” He disappointed..

some of his admirers a few years ago in
backing off of a reform of the 1872 Min-
ing Law when Arizona copper interests
let up a loud howl. Said another lobby-
ist, “We know there won't be any
changes in the 1872 law while Udall is
in office.” Udall is now working his way
toward elder statesman status. He has
never really been the super-liberal that
he has sometimes been painted — he
had a 61 percent rating from the liberal
Americans for Democratic Action in
1980, for instance. He is known asaman
who's easy to talk to, who grasps the
points quickly and when convinced will
work for his posiion. He has been
slowed somewhat in recent years by
Parkinson's Discase.

OVERRATED
Sen. Panid Laxailt ( R-Nev. ) — A friend
of the president’s, but that’s about it.
Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass. ) — A
good consenvation record, but he
shoots from the hip.

BEST HOUSE SPONSORS
OF CONSERVATION
LEGISLATION

Morrs Udall (D Ariz. } — sce accom-
panying story. :

Jobn Seiberling (D-Obio ) — Seen as
plodding, but thorough and effective.

Pl Burton (D-Calif. ) — For diaboli-

Tim Wirth (D-Colo, )

Hampered throughout his career bya
varied and schizophrenic constituency
in his district, Wirth may now become a
more visible congressman since he has
been redistricted into a safer seat. He is
fifth in seniority on the important
Energy and Environment Committee,
where he has become a real power. A
great many people — pro and con —
credit him with almost single-handedly
stopping the Energy Mobilization

e

[ BEST WESTERN
SPOKESMAN
__FOR THE NEW RIGHT _

Sen, William Armstrong (R-Colo, ) —
A tenacious, effective legislator who
gets what he wants, Armstrong is ideo-
logically oricnted, but not abrasively so.

BEST SENSE OF HUMOR

Rep. Mowris Udall { D-Ariz. )
Sem. Alan Simpson (B-Wyo, )

Board, the Carter administration’s prop-
osal to “streamline” synthetic fuel pro-
ject facility siting, mostly by overriding
environmental protections and state
facility siting protections. Persuasive
and well-spoken, he may begin to be
used by the Democrats as a party spo-
kesman on national issues,

Pat Williams (D-Mont. )

Williams is a Democrat in the Mon-
tana populist sense. He's very likeable
and “if you were going to pick someone
to go out and have a beer with, he'd be
the one.” Moreover, he has backbone
and is willing to stick his neck out on a
number of issues. He has gone to the
wall and won on the Wilderness Protec-
tion Act and efforts to prevent oil and
gas drilling in the Bob Marshall Wilder-
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ness in Montana. He also fought the
Libby Dam. He is considered a rising
young star in the Morris Udall mold.

Dick Cheney (R-Wyo.)

Although he has only been in Con-
gress since 1978, Cheney has already
established himself as one of the West's
slickest and most effective congress-
men. He is conservative, but not gener-
ally associated with the moralistic
approach of the New Right. If anything,
he is a little too amoral. Said one con-
gressional staffer, “He secms to have no
scruples or positions of his own.” The

THE WORST

word most often used to describe Che-
ney is “smart.” Sometimes, “very smart.”
Environmental issues don't seem to
interest Wyoming's only congressman
very much, and one conservation lobby-
ist described him as, “The most danger-
ous man in the House on the
environment.” Said this source, “He's a
very deceptive guy. He gives the illusion
in his speeches of being in favor of envir-
onmental legislation, but when it comes
to the real nitty-gritty, he comes up with
the amendments that weaken the bill.”
However, he is definitely the Republi-
can brains on the Interior Committee. A
number of industry people thought that
Cheney would be able to make a saving
compromise on the Seiberling-Lujan bill
which would prevent oil and gas drilling
in wilderness areas, but he lost that bat-
tle as the legislation went through with-
out major amendments. Though seen as
a carpetbagger by some Wyoming resi-
dents because of his long absence from
the state — he worked for Gerald Ford
in Congress and later as his chief of staff
in the White House — Cheney is so
secure in his seat that this year he could
afford to nearly ignore his own race and
serve as campaign manager for the
Wyoming Republican gubernatorial
candidate,

| UNDERRATED ;

Rep. Jarnes Weaver ( D-Ore. ) — Con-
sidered ineffective by many, he works in
myslerious ways.

IN THE HOUSEmmmmmm—

Larry Craig (Rddabo)

Maybe it's in the water. Craig comes
from the same congressional district
that clected Steve Symms to four terms,
Washington watchers thought that no
one could be worse than Symms — now
they aren't so sure. Craig’s demeanor is
scholarly and almost monastic. How-
ever, said one staffer, “He just appears
thoughtful. It's just a facade. He's not at
all smart.” He sits on the Interior Com-
mittee, an important assignment for any
western congressman, but his principal
contribution so far seems to be annoy-
ing his colleagues. In one incident, the
entire Florida delegation and the gover-
nor supported legislation withdrawing
an area in Florida from phosphate min-
ing. Craig apparently thought this wasa
terrible waste of phosphate, and pro-
posed an amendment that would have
required the state to forego an amount
of federal money equal to the sum the
state would have realized had the phos-
phate been mined. When a colleague
pointed out that the state was already
doing that by not mining the phosphate
in the first place, Craig was undaunted,
Even committee conservatives couldn't
see much sense in the approach as they

considered giving up double the value
of any withdrawn areas, like wilderness
or military reservations, in their own
states. The amendment was defeated on
a voice vote. Showing his only moments
of restraint in the debate, Craig did not
insist on a roll call

Manuel Lugan (R-NM.)

Lujan’s problem is not so much what
he's done as what he hasn’t done. He is
the ranking Republican on the House
Interior Commirttee and his seniority
should give him considerable clout,
even in the Democratically-controlled
House. However, it hasn't. A good exam-
ple is his response to the wilderness
leasing threat. Upon learning that a New
Mexico wilderness area was an oil and
gas leasing target (and, not coinciden-
tally, under considerable constituent
pressure ), Lujan offered legislation to
prohibit the leasing. When the adminis-
tration reacted however, Lujan “com-
promised” by dropping his efforts in
return for an administration promise to
study the issue. One observer said at the
time, “They must have taken him intoa
small room and beaten him up. That
compromise was no compromise at all.”
Long-time Lujan watchers weren't sur-

environment.

ARIZONA
Sen. Barry Goldwater (R) 13
$en. Dennis DeConcind (D) 31
Rep. John Rhodes (R) T

Rep. Morris Udall (D) 76
Rep. Bob Stump (1) 0
Rep. Eldon Rudd (R) 0

COLORADO
Sen. William Armstrong (R) 26
Sen. Gary Hart (D) T2
Rep. Pat Schroeder (D) a1

Rep. Tim Wirth (D) 73
Rep. Ray Kogowvsek (D) 57
Rep. Hank Brown (R} 50
Rep. Ken Kramer (R) 14
IDAHO

Sen. Steve Symms (R) 19
Sen. James McCluie (R) 19
Rep. Larry Craig (R) 14

Rep. George Hansen (R) 7

MONTANA

Sen. John Melcher (D) 52
Sen. Max Baucus (D) 75
Rep. Pat Williams (1) 79
Rep. Ron Marlenee (R) 22

prised, though. He is known asan indec-
isive legislator.

Ray Kogovsek (D-Colo. )

A likeable second-term congressman
representing southern Colorado,
Kogovsek has a reputation for changing
his position on an issue as often as Iraly
changes governments. He promised
Rep. John Seiberling (D-Ohio) that he
would vote Seiberling's way on the
Parks Protection Act, then voted against
him. According to one lobbyist, “He’s
undecided until the very end. If he

Conservation ratings

The League of Conservation Voters is a national, non-partisan group ::sr.ah
lished in 1970 to give political assistance 1o conservation-oriented political
candidates. Every year, LCV analyzes the voting records of every representative
and senator and rates them regarding their environmental record. High Country
News is publishing the 1981 ratings of Rocky Mountain congressmen and
congresswomen below. The higher the number, the better the environmental
record. A rating of 100 is perfect pro-environment; 2ero, perfect anti-

The LCV rating of senators isbased on 16 votes taken in 1981. Included are the
votes on the confirmation of Interior Secretary James Watt and Assistant Agricul-
ture Secretary John Crowell, as well as 14 national environmental issues, many of
which dealt with funding in the federal budget.

In the House ratings, LCV considered 14 issue votes and two house resolution
votes. For further information, contact LCV at 317 Pennsylvania Ave. SE.,
Washington, D.C. 20003, Membership is $15 per year.

NEW MEXICO

Sen. Pete Domenici (R) 25
Sen. Harrison Schmidt (R) 5
Rep. Manuel Lujan (R) 14
Rep. Joe Skeen (R) T
NORTH DAKOTA

Sen. Mark Andrews (R) 19
Sen. Quentin Burdick (D) 50
Rep. Byron Dorgan (D) 71
UTAH

Sen. Orrin Hatch (R) 31
Sen. Jake Gamn (R) 31
Rep. James Hansen (R) 7
Rep. Dan Marriott (R) 3
WYOMING

Sen. Alan Simpson (R) I8
Sen. Malcolm Wallop (R) 25
Rep. Dick Cheney (R) 6

would be more consistent, he wouldn’t
offend so many of his friends. Most inter-
est groups will understand if you say,
"Well, I have to be against you on this
issue.” But Kogo waffles a lot.” Part of
the problem is his assessment of his dis-
trict. He won by only 366 votes against
his opponent in his first effort in 1978,
Perhaps if he felt stronger at home, he
would be more in the forefront.

WILL BE MISSED
(FOR ONE REASON
OR ANOTHER)

Some congressmen, no longer in
office, whose various talents will be
missed:

Sen. William Scott ( R-Virginia) —
Once called a press conference to deny
that he was the dumbest man in the
Senatc.

Sers. Frank Church (D-ddabo) —
Defeated by Steve Symms ( which would
be enough to qualify him for this cate-
gory), he left behind an outstanding
record in environmental affairs,

Sen. Lee Metcalf (D-Mont. ) — Met-
calf, who died in 1978, had an excellent
environmental record and was the sort
of senator "who was so beloved that
prople would do things for him.”

Rep. Jim Santini ( D-Nev. ) — Santini
was an up-and-coming Democrat who
had developed a specialty in mines and
mining on the Interior Committee, He
lost his primary race to take Howard
Cannon's Senate seat. His place as a spo-
kesman for the mining industry will
probably be taken by Utah's Dan Marri-

ott (R).




n Utah, Republicans are well out in

front in the US. Senate and House

races and there are no indications
that the GOP domination of the Utah
legislature will lessen significantly.

One observer predicts that federal
election campaign costs could easily
exceed $4 million, with £#3 million or
more being spent in the Senate race
pitting incumbent Republican Sen.
Orrin Hatch against Democratic chal-
lenger Ted Wilson, mayor of Salt Lake.

National attention has come to focus
on the Hatch-Wilson race, which is seen
as a test of the staying power of the
Republican surge and conservative Rea-
gan policies voted in in 1980.

As chairman of the Senate Labor and
Human Services Committee, Hatch has
been a strong advocate of Reagan poli-
cies and a champion of many conserva-
tive New Right issues such as abortion,
school prayer and the balanced budget
amendment.

Wilson portrays himself as a fiscal
conservative, a moderate on social
issues and more of a progressive on
energy and environmental concemns.

Hatch and Wilson show dramatic dif-
ferences on environmental issues.
Hatch is an active proponent of the
Sagebrush Rebellion, while Wilson is

opposed. Hatch is sponsor of a Clean Air

Montana races PAC-ing

E'@u ballot issues, three congres-
sional races and a slate of unusual
state legislative races highlight
the 1982 Montana election. While the
Democrats are digging hard to win back
the state house, the Republicans believe
they might capture their second U.S,
Senate seat in history.

The hottest major race in Montana is
between Sen. John Melcher, a moderate
Democrat, and challenger Larry Willi-
ams, 2 Kalispell investments counselor.
The Republicans, teamed up with the
National Conservative Political Action
Committee, are gunning for the senator
whom columnist Jack Anderson has
dubbed “the meanest man in the
Senate.”

Democrat Pat Williams, Montana's
western  district congressman, faces
Bob Davies, a political urknown from
Bozeman. A favorite of conservationists
and organized labor, Williams has
emerged as a national leader in the
effort to back James Watt's experiments
with wilderness mineral leasing. Davies'
aggressive attack on Williams' liberal
voting record has had little effect
against the popular representative. Nor
will Davies' ties to the John Birch
Society help him in the liberal western
district.

In the eastern district, the perennially
vulnerable Rep. Ron Marlenee, a Repub-
lican, is campaigning against rancher
Howard Lyman. Marlenee has already
brought James Watt to a Billings fun-
draiser, and has accused Democratic
Gov. Ted Schwinden of being “vicious”
in an otherwise dull campaign. The
inexperienced Lyman is running hard,

GOP holding fast
in Utah

Act amendment that some environmen-
tal groups say would have negative air
quality effects. Wilson opposes the
Hatch amendment.

Another race drawing considerable
attention is the showdown between
Republican Congressman Dan Marriott
and State Sen. Frances Farley for Utah's
second congressional seat, which
encompasses most of Salt Lake County.
Sceking his fourth term, Marriott is a
mainstream Republican, moderate
enough to appeal to the fairly diverse
Salt Lake area clectorate, yet strongly
supportive of most Reagan administra-
tion budget and tax initiatives.

Farley, a Salt Lake City businesswo-
man who led the fight against basing the
mobile MX missile in Utah and Nevada,
supports a nuclear freeze and has taken
a strong position against the Gibson
Dome waste facility.

Polls show Farley trailing Marriott by
more than 10 percent, with the gap nar-
rowing somewhat. Republican party
officials say the Marriott-Farley contest
is the only one they are even mildly
concermned about. They see Farley as a
tenacious opponent with a large comps
of volunteers who can help to get out
the vote. One other factor is the lead
Ted Wilson shows over Orrin Hatch in
the Salt Lake area, which some

and perhaps has a chance of unseating
the only Montana congressman to vote
for oil and gas drilling in the Bob Mar-
shall Wilderness.

In state legislative races, a growing,
behind-the-scenes force is stirring
things up. The Montana Committee for
an Effective Legislature (MontCEL),
comprised of representatives from agri-
culture, labor, education, women's
groups and conservation, helped knock

ohservers speculate may rub off on
Farley.

Marriott, like Hatch and the other
Republican candidates, has more than
three times the campaign dollars Farley
does. As in other years, Marriot is
expected to use the largest part of his
campaign treasury for an advertising
blitz in the last weeks of the campaign
— something Farley will find hard to
overcome given her relatively limited
[ESOUrCes.

In Utah's first congressional district,
which covers all of the state north of Salt
Lake County, first term Rep. Jim Hansen,
a straight line Reagan conservative, is
expected to trounce Ogden Mayor
Steve Dirks, a political veteran without
campaign resources. Once thought to
have the best chance of any major
Democratic candidate in the state, Dirks
has had little luck in raising enough
money to challenge Hansen.

In the newly created third congres-
sional district south of Salt Lake County,

off two of Montana's "dirty dozen” in
the 1982 primary.
Sen. Bill Hafferman, a Libby Democrat

¢ and a proponent of unbridled develop-

ment, fell o newcomer John Mohar in
the primary. And Democrat Tom Con-
roy of Hardin lost to Ramona Howe of
the Crow Reservation. Backed by con-
tributions from Shell Oil, which owns
coal on the reservation, Conroy is
mounting an aggressive write-in cam-

Brigham Young University statistics
professor Howard Nielson, a former
Speaker of the Utah House of Represen-
tatives, shows a strong lead over Hank
Huish, a retired General Steel Corpora-
tion executive. Huish is running as an
independent after an election filing foul
up left him off the Democratic ticket.
Republicans hold a veto-proof two- |
thirds majority in the state Senate and
House. And while there islittle hope the |
Democrats will break that majority, the
resignation of several Republican state
representatives and the surprising
defeat of some of the more conservative
members of the Utah House in the prim-
ary election means the Utah state legis-
lature will have a new look in January.
And that may be the only thing Gover- |
nor Scott Matheson, the only Democrat |
holding statewide office, has to smile |
about once the election results are in.

— Jess Funke

paign that has polarized the Anglo and
Indian communities in the district.

Organized in 1978 to combat the
New Right in Montana, MontCEL has
become the most effective political
action committee in the state. Of 28
registered Montana PACs, 20 represent
businesses and industries.

— Don Snow
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COLORADO

here are three citizen initiatives

up for a vote in Colorado this

November. Topping the three in
controversy and dollars is the beverage
container reuse and recycling act. The
other two initiatives are a plan for the
conversion of the Rocky Flats nuclear
weapons manufacturing facility near
Denver and an option to allow grocety
stores to sell wine.

The “Bottle Bill" battle has shaped up
into a million dollar campaign, with
financial reports filed so far showing
each side spending close to half a mil-
lion dollars.

If passed, the bill would require 2
five-cent deposit on all beer and soft
drink containers. Proponents say that in
other states, similar legislation has
resulted in a reduction of roadside lit-
ter, reduced demand for energy and
materials, created new jobs and
reduced product costs. Opponents,
which include retail outlets for bever-
ages, say that the current voluntary recy-
cling effort controls litter problems
well enough now. They also complain
that such a law would greatly increase
handling costs and would result in dec-
lining sales (HCN, 8/20/82).

The Rocky Flats initiative would place
a voluntary income tax “checkoff,” sim-
ilar to the current non-game wildlife
checkoff, on the Colorado income tax
return,  Taxpayers could voluntarily
donate any amount of their Colorado
tax refund to the Rocky Flats Nuclear
Weapons Conversion Fund. That fund
would be used to publicize the hazards
of processing plutonium and producing
nuclear weapons, and to promote the
conversion of the plant’s facilities, aid in
relocating the employees and finance an
inventory of the plant.

Andrea O'Conor, Boulder regional
coordinator for the “Yes on 6 ( the initi-
ative number) Committee,” said the
amendment does not propose a plan for
conversion or even suggest what the
plant should be converted to. She said
that decision should come after an
inventory of the area’s radioactivity has
been conducted.

Amendment 7, if passed, would allow
14 percent alcohol to be sold in sealed
containers in grocery and convenience
stores. It is opposed by a coalition of
groups including liquor store owners
and the Colorado Congress of Parents,
Teachers, and Students Association. The
PTSA objects because of its “long-
standing concerns about drug and alco-
hol abuse among minors and
teenagers,” according to spokesperson
Cathy Reul. Proponents of the amend-
ment say sclling wine in grocery stores
provides more convenience to
shoppers.

What didn't make it onto the
November 2 ballot in Colorado still has
citizens buzzing. In a dramatic state-
ment September 10, Colorado Secretary
of State Mary Estill Buchanan denied a
ballot space to the move to legalize
casino gambling, charging that the peti-
tion drive was “anunprecedented insult
to the people of Colorado.” In her state-
ment, Buchanan sited forgeries, irregu-
larities in signature gathering, and
improper notarization as reasons for the
denial.

The Committee for Economic Devel-
opment and Relief claimed that gam-
bling could benefit economically
depressed areas of the state but
acknowledged that now they may have
to wait until 1984 to reach the ballot
again. Meanwhile, Buchanan turned the
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TAKING THE

INITIATIVES

committee’s petitions over to Denver
District Attorney Dale Tooley for a
grand jury investigation.

Also on hold is the Impact Initiative, a
five percent severance tax proposal for
metallic and mineral fuels. Only 5,000
signatures short of the 38,896 needed,
Impact workers were “very frustrated”
when they discovered in July that they
had only one day left to file their peti-
tions rather than another week, as they
had thought, said Morrey Wolfson,
secretary of the group. Impact ended
the drive in July but continues to meet
and plans to lobby the state legislature
to push for its goals. Opponents of the
initiative claimed an additional tax
would lower profits for mining opera-
tions, while those in favor argued that
the proposed trust fund and assistance
to areas impacted by mineral develop-
ment was badly needed in the state.

Four other initiatives were put on the
ballot by the Colorado state legislature.

Number 1 would revise the state’s
property tax assessment procedures.
Number 2 would allow judges to deny
bail, under certain circumstances, to
defendants involved in crimes of vio-
lence and to repeat offenders. Number
3 would strengthen procedures for
removal or disciplining of judges found
in violation of specific parts of the Colo-
rado Code of Judicial Conduct.

The final legislative initiative,
Number 4, asks for elimination of the
“Governor’s Call,” the policy that allows
the Colorado legislature to consider
only those items ( with the exception of
revenue raising measures) selected by
the governor. During odd-numbered
years, the legislature sets its own
agenda. The League of Women Yoters of
Colorado, proponents of the initiative,
maintain the current procedure is a vio-
lation of the separation of powers philo-
sophy and gives the executive branch
too much authority.

— Deifere Duncan
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MONTANA

n Montana, none of the 1982 ballot
Iirﬁur:s has yet spurred the extrava-

gant spending of 1980, when Monta-
nans defeated a recycling initiative and
banned the disposal of uranium mill tail-
ings. But a few of the '82 issues carry a
strongly environmental flavor.

Legislative Referendum 89, placed on
the ballot by last year’s legislature,
would remove the uranium tailings ban
and substitute a complicated regulatory
system for tailings control. This marks
the fourth consecutive election in
which a nuclear power issue has
appeared before the voters, ironically in
a state that has no nuclear energy indus-
try and no uranium mining, The banner
again unfurls for a “nuclear-free
Montana,”

But nuclear-free it isn't, and that's
what Initiative 91 is all about. Placed on
the ballot by Citizens for an MX-Free
Montana, 1-91 expresses Montana's
opposition to the MX. Montana’s north-
ern der is already pockmarked with
Minuteman missle silos, which the
Defense Department wants to re-arm
with the multiple-warhead MX. With no
significant opposition, 1-91 is virtually
assured of passage.

Montana Initiative 95, written by
Democratic legislators Daniel Kemmis
of Missoula and Tom Towe of Billings,
would divert coal-tax trust fund monies
into an in-state economic development
fund. The initiative won the support of
Democratic Governor Ted Schwinden
after Kemmis and Towe conceded to

broaden the scope of investments
allowed under the initiative. The state
legislature will have the authority to
nominate eligible businesses, provided
that they are environmentally benign
and owned by Montanans. One-fourth
of the trust fund’s annual income would
be invested in-state. !

Conservationists have cautiously
endorsed the initiative, partly in an
effort to dissolve their image as anti-
growth. There is growing sentiment
among Montana conservationists that
alternative economic development
should become a priority issue. 195 is
viewed as a first step.

Other ballot issues would restore
annual legislative sessions, expand auth-
orized gambling to blackjack and elec-
tronic card games, and abolish the
guota-system, based on population, for
restuarant beer and wine licenses.

— Don Snow
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UTAH

he state of Utah has four consti-

tutional amendments on the bal-

lot this year and only one has
raised any controversy. That one is a
major revision of Utah's revenue and
taxation article, which would give resi-
dential property owners a 45 percent
tax break.

The revenue and taxation proposi-
tion is composed of several adjustments
to current law, But it is the 45 percent
tax exemption that has set Utah busi-
nessmen against public officials in what
Roger Tew, director of the Utah Consti-
tutional Revision Commission, said is
the hottest amendment Utah has seen in
quite some time. Tew said 90 percent of
the legislature voted for placing the
amendment on the ballot. He said that
makes for an interesting situation
because the legislature is two-thirds
Republican and very pro-business. It is
the business and industry segments that
are opposed to the tax break.

The second proposition would
change the way Utah legislators are
paid. The officials are currently paid $25
per day, plus $15 per day for expenses
reimbursement. The amendment
would remove the dollar limitations and
sct up salarics and a reimbursement
procedure.

The third proposition would require
that a legislator live within his or her
district for the entire term of office. The
fourth amendment would climinate a
law that forbids any officer, agent or
employee of any corporation that holds
a business license to hold public office.

— Carol Jones
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IDAHO

hree low-key initiatives will

appear before Idaho voters in

November. One would give
homeowners a 50 percent property tax
break, one would prohibit the passage
of any legislation that would ban the use
of nuclear energy in the state and the
third would allow someone other thana
dentist to put dentures in a patient’s
mouth.

The residential tax initiative would
give homeowners a 50 percent or
$50,000 — whichever is lowest — prop-
erty exemption. The initiative has the
support of Gov. John Evans (D) and 2
majority of state congressmen, and is
opposed by large utilities and industries
in the state. The idea, according to prop-
onents, is that the money saved by resi-
dential taxpayers would go back into
Idaho's ailing economy.

According to Janice Berndt of the
Snake River Alliance, the. John Birch
Society is behind the “rather meaning-
less initiative” to keep nuclear energy
options in the state safe from any oppos-
ing laws. If passed, the initiative would
prohibit any legislation to ban the use of
nuclear energy. Berndt said the idea
seems like propaganda from the nuclear
industry to try and “pump up” the good
image of nuclear power. “There isn't
even a chance of such anti-nuclear legis-
lation passing the Idaho legislature any-
way,” Berndt said.

Pat Ford, director of the Idaho Con-
servation League, said he thought the
initiative was started in response to the
Snake River Alliance’s attempt to place
an initiative on the ballot that would
have eliminated sales tax exemptions
enjoyed by private contractors working
with the Idaho National Engincering
Laboratory, a federal nuclear research
and development lab. That initiative
would have earmarked $250,000 from
the new tax monies to set up an environ-
mental monitoring  system at  INEL,
Berndt said. However, the initiative
failed to make the ballot.

The third initiative would allow den-
turists — denture makers who are not
licensed dentists — to install dentures.
Myran Schlechte, director of the Idaho
legislative council, said that a similar
initiative was a big deal in Oregon a few
vears ago, but it doesn't seem to have
many people grinding their teeth in
Idaho.
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FORTY MILE

The Burcau of Land Management is preparing a
management plan for the Fory Mile Wild and
Scenic River in Alaska. Mining along the river is a
key issue. Public comment is crucial in determin-
ing the amount of mintng that will be allowed. If
you are interested in receiving a copy of the draft
management plan for the Forry Mile, write to BLM,
Forty Mile RAQ, Box 307, Tok, Alaska 99780,

SOLAR WORKSHOPS

The Home Encrgy Workshop, a private cofpora-
tion, will sponsor a solar electricity workshop on
Oct. 23 in Fi. Collins, Colo. The workshop will
give participants hands-on experience in cor
structing solar systems for homes. Registration is
£25. For more information contact the Home
Energy Workshop, 318 Whedbee 5t Ft. Collins,
Colo, 80524, or call { 303) 482-9507. This work-
shop will also be held in Jackson Hole, Wyo. on
Oct. 30, More information can be obtained by
calling the Teton County Energy Council ar (307 )
7336439 or (307) T33-2198,

IDAHO PHOTO CONTEST

The Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game's annual
“Encounters of the Wild Kind” photo contest
needs more entries. The contest has two divisions:
cotor and black and white. Each division has four
categories: scenic, wildlife, outdoor recreation
and country living, All photographs must be taken
in ldzho. Winning entries will be published in
Telabor Wilddlife magazine. The deadline for cntries
is October 31. For more information contact
Royee Willizms, Encounrers of the Wild Kind Con-
test, Dept. of Fish and Game, 600 5. Walnut, P.O.
Box 25, Bolse, Idaho B3T07.

GRAND CANYON PLAN

The National Park Service has released its
“Emvironmental Assessment of Alternatives for
Backcountry Management at Grand Canyon” for
public review and comment. The assessment dis-
cusses options for management of the backcoun-
try and identifies the Park Service's preferred
alternative. Public workshops regarding the plan
will be held: Oct. 19, Flagstaff, Ariz ; Oct. 21, Tuc-
son, Ariz; Oct. 27, Kanab, Utah. To obtain copics
of the assessment o for more information contact
Supcrintendent, Grand Canyon National Fark,
P.O. Box 129, Grand Canyon, Ariz, Bo023.

MINING COMPUTERS

An updated catalog of over 400 computer pro-
grams useful to the mining industry, is available
from the Burean of Mines. “A Directory of Compa-
ter Programs Applicable to 1.5 Mining, Practices
and Problems (Period 1970-1981)7 contiins
information on computer programs related to
mineral exploration, mine development and mine
safety. Copics cost $36 and can be purchased from
the Commerce Department™s National Technical
Information Service, 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfiekd, Va. 22161, or call (703} 4B7-4650.
Specify onder no. PB 82-253030.

BURNING ISSUE

The Bureau of Land Management has releascd a.
hooklet thar answers some commonlty asked ques-
tins about firewood. The booklet includes infor-
mation about gathering wood, the best npes of
wood for buming and safery. The booklet may be
obtained free of charge by contacting BLM,
socorro District Office, PO, Box 1219, Socormo,
N.M. 87801, or calling (505) 8350412

FUTURE ENERGY NEEDS

The L5, Dept. of Energy has published “Energy
Projections to the Year 2000, July 1982 Update,”
focusing on domestic energy consumption, sup-
plies of coal, oil, nuclear, naturil gas and clectric-
ity supply. Copies of the report are available for 86
from the Superintendent of Documents, L5
Government  Printing Office, Washington, D.C.
20401, Order by stock number 061-000-00595- 1.

RENEWABLE ENERGY GRANTS

The Montana Dept. of Natural Resources and
Conservation is awarding grants and low-interest
Joans for innovative renewable energy projects in
Montana. The Department’s “ 1982 Guidelines”
bookler contains all necessary forms for applying
for the grants and loans. The hooklet also offers
suggestions for preparing applications.  Grant
applications must be postmarked by Nov, 1 and
loan applications must be postmarked by Jan. 1,
1983, To obtain a copy of the booklet write the
Energy Division, DNRC, 32 & Ewing, Helena,
Mont. 59620 or call (406) 449-3940,

COPPER ON THE SILVER SCREEN

A film about copper i available to the public
from the Bureau of Mines film library. In “Copper”
you will discover the secrets of copper’s atomic
structure, thrill to the saga of copper’s role in the
building of civilization, and gasp at scenes of blast-
ing at a huge open-pit mine in the American west
Prints of the 16-mm, 274 minute film are available
om a free-loan basis from Motion Pictiures, Burein
of Mines, 4800 Forbes Ave. Pitsburgh, Penn.
15215
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PIPE DREAMS

The Bureau of Land Management has released
its draft environmental impact statement on the
proposed Frontier Pipeline, The drafi EIS consid-
ers the environmental impacts of building the
3)-mile pipeline from Summit County, Lah 1o
Casper, Wyo. Three public hearings on the draft
ElS are scheduled: Oct. 26, Casper, Wiyn, Oct. 27,
Rock Springs, Wyo.; Oct. 28, Evanston, Wyo. Writ-
ten comments on the draft EIS will be accepted
through Nov. 19 and should be mailed o David
Walter, District Manager, Rawlins District, P.O.
Box 670, Rawlins, Wyo. 82301, Copies of the draft
EIS can be obtained from Wyoming BLM offices in
Cheyenne, Kemmerer, Rock Springs, Casper,
Lander and Rawlins.

AGRICULTURAL IMPACTS

“Impacts Of Emerging Agricultural Trends On
Fish And Wildlife Habitar™ is a 303-page report
which reviews the effects of agricultural use on
natural resources. The report discusses impacts
on fish and wildlife habitat caused by single crop-
ping, increased use of pesticides and drainage of
wetlands, Changes in management practices anc
future trends are also examined. Copies of the
report cost $§12.95 and may be ordered from
Marional Acaderny Press, 2101 Constitution Ave.,
MW, Washington, D.C. 20418,

DENVER ENERGY FORUM

The Denver Solar Enengy Association will hold a
renewable energy forum on Oct 26 in Denver
The forum will feature representatives from
industry, government, and comounity groups.
Topics to be discussed include United States
dependence on foreign cnergy and domestic
energy policy. The forum will begin at 7 p.m. at the
Friends Meeting House, 4595 Eliot S, Denver,
Cider, and eosts §3 ( free 1o DSEA members ). For
maore information call ( 303) 321-1645.
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CLASSIFIED ADS st 208 per word, prepaid, $5 min-
imum. Rates vary for display adventising: write HCV,
Box K, Lander, Wyoming 82520 or call (307 ) 352-6970
for further information.

STAFF POSITION, [LLINOIS S0UTH FROJECT.
Collectively-mun public interest organization. Organizing,
research, advocacy on coal development issues. (ne year
public mterest experience necessary. $13,000 + benefits
For application: 1164 West Cherry, Herrin, IL 62948

LEARN HOW the sun can beat your water. Send $1 for
SUN's special DEW issue. SUN, Box 3100, Estes Park, GO
BT

MONTANA PUBLISHER NEEDS pood quality cobor trans-
parencies of any National Forest aress adjacent 1o Yel-
lowstene National Park Contact Rick Reese, ¢/'o Montana
Magazine, Box 5630, Helena, Montana 59601

GET OUT OF )
YOUR JEANS!

and into our soft and
sturdy, pure Coton
drawstring pants

OIffered im: Mapus
Rupsses @ Sk} Blue & Croer
Plurm = Black ® Moy

a cottage industry

Box HCT Burkarowlie. MD A N0 J

e 3
Larsen’s—
———Bicycles

255 E. 2nd 5t.. Powell, WY 82435 |
(307) 754-5481

& Schwinn——Raleigh

KALWALL

Sunlite® Glazing
for Solar Panels and
Greenhouses
Teton Tinkers & Traders

BOw 91, Victer, 1D B3455
(208)TBT-2495

X

ENVIROMMENTAL T-SHIRTS

POSITION:
DATES:
SALARY:

1982, to:

public speaking,
QUALIFICATTONS:

ability to communicate

ation lobbying preferre
0 APPLY:

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT]
Montana Environmental Information Center
PO, Box 1184 Helena MT 59624
(406) 443-2520

Lobbvists for 1983 Legislative Scssion

Starts November 1, 1982; terminates April 30, 1983

£1,000/month plus regular MEIC emplovee benefits; no vacation
JOB DESCRIPTTON: Write legislative proposals; communicate with legistators; help plan and
implement lobbying strategies; monitor activites of Montana House and
Semate and natural resource-related committees; monitor and teseify at
hearings; writing and editing; media and publicity work; miscellancous

Knowledge of Montana environmental laws and politics; Eamiliarity
with the Montana Environmental Information Center and general con-
servation perspectives in Montana; strong writing and speaking abilitics;

with people of diverse viewpoints; ability 1o

work long hours ( 14-16 hour days are common ) in an atmosphere of
high stress; dedication to conservation necessary, expericnoe in Conscr-

d

Send resume and description of why you seek this job and of your
imolvement with and commitment to conservation by October 15,

HEW DESIGHE! SEMD S FOR HEW 1983 CATALOAGLUIE!

17 great desges, many prinbed Fon and Dack: woill/eagie.
delpring vwhale, DU WATT, nucesr Feeze, inged entan (8
e multroioned rave pient dessn), sesl/polar Dear and
atfers. ¢ Maplewing, 1983

men’s 100N cotion, § M, L, AL women's fench cut and
childnen’s 5, s, L B.00 esch: decoamis on peters over 4 (5700
st 411 shirts). Colo resdenky sdd 1% tax 10°% of profis go
15 EMmATDATEntl cane. Sstsiachion gesranieed

MR MAORRIS, ERVIBOHSEHTAL T-BHIETS, F.O. BOX 9308,
Deph.  Cige , BOULDER, COLD, BOBOGS
FHARE THIE EARTH

& GARDEN
\ FOOD

THE ENERGY COMPANY
PLASTICRAFTS

Skylights, Exolite double walled
acrylic sheert, fiberglass panels, Plex-
iglass for passive solar, greenhouses
and windows. Send for free cata-
logue.

Plasticrafis, Inc.
2ZB00 N. Spear Bhd.
Denver, C0 80211

Ph. 303-433-8801°

Clivus Multrum

An environmentally sound, water-
less waste treatment system for
homes, cabins and campgrounds.
Composts toilet wastes and or-
ganic garbage into a rich fertilizer,
conserving nutrients, water and
enargy.

(AN

WASTES

FOR INFORMATION AND NAME
OF NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR CON-
TACT:

Clivus Multrum Morthern Rockies
205 Meadows Rd.

Whitefish, MT 59937

(406) B62-3854
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STATE OF WYOMING PUBLIC NOTICE

FURPOSE OF FUBLIC NOTHE :
THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC SOTICE 15 TO STATE THE STATE OFWYOMING'S INTENTION TO 1SSUE WASTE WATER DISCHARGE FERMITS LNDER
THE FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT AMENDMENTS QF 1972 (FWPCAL) P.L 92-500 AND THE WYOMING ESVIRDNMENTAL QUALITY ACT
(35-11- 101 et s, WYOMING STATUTES 1957, CUMULATIVE SUPFLEMENT 19731,
1T 1S THE STATE OF WYOMING'S INTENTION TO ISSUE WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMITS TOH { 3 ) INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES, AND (3} DIL TREATER
FACILITIES, TO MODIEY (2) INDUSTRIAL PERMITS, AND (1) MUNICIPAL FERMIT, AND TO RENEW (18) OIL TREATER PERMITS.

APFLICANT INFORMATION

(i APPLICANT NAME Cone Construction, Inc.

MAILING ADTIRESS: P.0. Box 1787

Grand Junction, OO BIS02
FACILITY LOCATION: Sheridan County, Wyoming
FERMIT NUMRER: W3 1650

The Cone Construction Company is the censactor foe construction of & new sewer line in the City of Sheridan, Wyoming, Groundwater which enters
the sewer line trench during constructien will be pumped cither directly o ia starm Seer i Little Gioose Creek i Big Goose Creek (Class 11 Water )
The project i expected o kst for spproxdimately one yeir. .

The propesed permit sequines effluent quality to meet Jemitatices which are considered by the State of Wyoming (o represent “Best Available
yreasmient for this type of activity. Ferindic sl monitoring af effluent quality Is mequired with reportiag of results quariery
2) APPLICANT NAME: Energy Development Company

MAILING ADDRESS: PO, Box 600

Hanns, WY 82327
FACILITY LOCATION: Carbon Basin Mine, Carbon County, Wyoming
PERMIT NUMBER: Wy 503

Erergy Developenest Company intends 1o develop an open pli ool e o rthiast af Elk Mountain, Wyeming, The anly wastewalers associated with
she mine will b runoff from disturbed arexs and these saters vill be el i poends designed 1o eoapletely contin the 10 year-24 br. precipitation
mmm;&dﬂWFMEwmwmﬂm&wmmﬂmEmmwmﬁw
a0 mainterance of the nmolf control ponds. All discharges which do corur will be in the Third Sand Creek (Class [V Water) drainage.

Self-monitaring of effieent quality and quantity is required whesever  discharge corurs with reporting of nesulis within hirty days of the event.
The permit &5 scheduled to expire Ocauber 31, 1947,
(3) APPLICANT NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

Tenas Energy Services,Inc.
1004 Douglas Highway
Gillerie, WY B2716
FACILITY LOCATION: Rucky Batse Mine, Campbell County, Wyoming
PERMIT KUMBER: Wi-01585
Teas Enengy Services, Inc. Insenads (i comstruct an open-pit ceal mine bacated South of the City of Gillette, Campbell County, Wyoming, The mine
will Ise kowwm s the Rocky Butte Mine. “Frocess waicr” dischargs al the mine mnsist of six discharge poins.
Thse six discharges Bow inso Larry, Homessead, Drum, Penay, Alligator, and Tioy Diraw= (all Class TV Waters |
Thie ahove discharges must meet efffuent limitatives which an: considered v the Seate of Wyoming w represent “hest available wreatment.
Horwever, the permit alsn coatains 3 “re-apener cluse” which requines ihe: permit to be maodified shoald mare stringent lmitstions be developed at
the lederal level
Rursff From disturbed aress will be controlled by sedimentation ponds whiich are designed 1o completely contain the runoff resulting from @ ten
year-24 hour precipitation svent. Beoause (hese poents will not normally dscharge, ey aree st specifically identificd in the permit bat are covered by
operation 2nd mainsnsce provisies.
Periodic self-monsoring of effluent quality and quantity is required with reporting of results quanerly. The permit is schedubed 1o expire
Seprember 50, 1967
{4} APFLICANT RaME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

Amoen Production Comgany
P00 Box 569
o Powedl, WY B2435
Lrle Bulfuky Basin - North Waerflood Sation,
SEL, Section 1, TATN, RUOMW, Park County, Wyomeng
PERMIT SLMBER: W= 656
Faciliny is @ typical oll treaser bocated im Park Coanty, Wynmng, The produced water is separated from the petnoam produsct through the use of
fueater treaters and skim ponds, The discharge is to Buffabo Creck [Cliss W
The discharpe must meet Wyoming's Froduced Water Criteria effective immedinely. Chapier VI of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Regulathons infers that as [nag as the Poduced Water Critertd is met, the water i sulthle for heneficial use. Thene is no evidence o indicate tha
limitarions more stringent than the Produced Water Criseria are needed 1 meet Wyoming s Winter Quality Standand. The Department will continue i
pvalte the discharge and, if nevessary, will modify the permit if evidence indicates that more sirmgen| Esitations arc needed
Serni-umnual sell-moritnring is reguined for all parameters with the sception of il and grease, which must be monioeed quartery. The proposed
expication date for the permit is December 31, 195,
{5 APFLICANT SAME
MAILING ADDIRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

Bellweather Exploration Compasy

oo Sieedley & Assockiies

PO Hox BHS

Workied, WY B2401

#1=14 Federal O Well, B8, NE'Y, Section 14,
T50N, EO1W, Big Horn County, Wyoming

Wy 013 | i

FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NUMBER:

Facility i a typical oal treater loceted in Big Hom Couny, Wyumie, The produced water is separated from the petreus product through the use
of hasater trexters and skm :“'.ds_ The discharge Is to East Fork McDermoat s Gulch (Class IV} via an unnamed dr‘;mi.@,l.'

The: discharge must meet Wyoming s Produced Water Criterts plfective immediaiely. Chapter VII of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Repubstions infers that as loag as the Produced Water Criteria fs mot, the witer 15 sultable for heneficial we, There is no evidence 1o indicate that
limitations mare strimgest tan the Produced Water Criteria ane peeded i meet Wyoming s Water Quality Standards, The Department will continue 1o
pvaluate the discharge and, if necessary. will eodify the permil if evidence indicabes that more stringent limitatsms are nevded.

Semi-annual seif-moniboring is required for all parameters with the exoeption of vl and prease, which mast be monitored quarterdy. The propossd
wxpiration date for the germit is December 31, 1984
(6} APFLICANT NAME

MAILING ADDRESS:

Horda Explomation

P, Box BHS

Workandl, WY EZ401

Nupec Lamb Federal #1:1, KEV, S8%, Section 1,

T51%, HO3W, Big Wom County, Wyoming
PERMIT ¥1MHER: Wy 1623

Facility s 2 typical oll treaser bocatesl in Rig Hormn County. Wyvming. The produced water is separated from the petmdesn product through the use
of hster creters and skim ponds. The discharge is to Deand Horse Gulch {Class V)

The discharge mess meet Wyoming's Produced Water Criters effecive immediaeely. Chapter VIL of the Syossing Water (paality Rubes and
Hepulations infers tat as Jang 2 the Produced Water Criteria s met, the water is suieable for benefical use, There is oo evidence b indicite thar
limitaticms more stngent thas the Produced Water Criterta are needed t meet Wynming's Water Quality Seandards. The Depariment will continue to
valuate the dischange #nd, if neossary, will modify the permit if evidence indicates that more sirmgent limitations e needed

Semi-aneual sell- moniring is required for all parameters with te euoption of nil and grease, wivich must be monitared quarterly. The proposed
expiration date for e permi is December 31, 1984
{71 APPLICANT NAME:

FACILITY LOCATICR:

Hezky 0 Company

MATLING ADDRESS: P, Box 580
Cody, WY B2414
FACELITY LOCATION: Halfmoon Fiebd, Pederal Lease, Well #3-12, NE'%,
Sectiom 22, TSIN, RIOIW, Park County, Wyoming
PERMIT SUMBER: Wy0031631

Facility &5 a typical oll rewter focated in Park County, Wyomisg, The produced aater is separated from the petroleam product through the use of
fueater treaters and skim ponds. The discharge & o Sulpbur Creek {Class 1) vis m unnmed deainage.

The discharge must meet Wyoming s Produced Water Criterta effoctve mmmediasely. Chapter VIl of the Wyoming Water Quality Bules and
Regukaticns infirs that a5 long as the Produced Water Criveria is met, the water s sufeable for bencficial use. There is g0 evidence 10 indicate that
Fimitaticns more sringent than the Produced Water Criteria are needed to meet Wyoming's Water Quaality Standards. The Depariment will continee o
evaluate the discharge and, if necessary, will mesdify the permit if evidence Indicates that more stringent imitations are needed.

Seml-annisa] sell-monisaring & required for all parameters with the eception of oil and grease, which must be moatiored quarierdy, The proposed
expiration date for the permit s December 31, 1983

(8) AFPLICANT NAME: Trigg 0il & Minisg Corporatien

MAILENG ATHMRESS: o IM Consultng. Inc.
330 5. Center, Saite 419
Casper, WY 82601
FACILITY LOCATICN: Trigg Gov't Battery, NW4, S04 Section 34,
T43N, ROIW, Hat Springs County, Wyoming
PERMIT NUMBER: W03 1 607

Facility is a typical ol trester lncated in Bt Springs County, Wyeming. The produced water i separated from the petraleam produc theough the
e of heater toeters and skim ponds The discharge is 10 Warm Springs Creck (Chiss IV) via an unnamed drasmge.

The discharge muist meet Wyuning's Produced Water Criverta effectove mmediately, Chapter VIL of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Regukations infers dat as long a5 the Produced Water Criterts s met, the water is suitable for beneficial use. Thete is no evidence to Indicate that
Jienitaticns more stringent than the Produced Water Criteria are nevded o meet Wynming's Water Quality Standards. The Department will continae i
evaluste the discharge and, if nevessary, will modify the permit if evidence indicates thar more sirisgent lsiations are noeded.

Semi-annizal self-monitoring ls required for all parameters with the exception of oil and grease, which must be monivored guarterly. The proposed
pxpirution daie for the permit & Deoember 31, 1984,

(9] APPLICANT NAME: Anteloge Coal Compasy

MAILING ADDRESS 111 5W. Columbta, Suite BN
Porttand, OR 57201

FACILITY LOCATION: Comverse County, Wyoming

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-O030198

The Anielope Coal Company plans b ciestract an opes-pit el mine i Comverse County, Wyoming approimately 45 miles porth of the Tewn of
Thoughas, Wyoming A discharge permit for the mine was issued in December of 1981, however, the company has now requested that the permit be

modified s alkow the discharges from rwo future sewage treatment plants into setiling ponds 5PF-1 {discharge poit 001 ) and SPF-2 { discharge point
(02 Additicnally, discharge point 003 il mn&duymnwnwtwﬁdﬂﬁn All three discharge points are to School
[rraw {Chass V), The Jocation discharge poim 004 will dhasge but the ischarge will still be 1 Antelope Greek (Chiss 11 W.W.),

'I'I:pmpmdpcmiuumu-hﬁrhemmmmhthﬁﬂmmmMﬂmﬂwﬁgwmwrel‘hctlhlnﬂmh
of samitary wasiewglers into the ponds. The permit expiration date is being advanced to October 31, 1987

(1) APPLICANT NAME: Glenrock Coal Compasy
MAILING ADDRESS: P.0. Box 4000
Sherdan, WY 82801
FACILITY LOCATION: Comverse County, Wyoming
PERMIT MUMBER: Wy-DOZERLS

The enrock Coal Company operaies an open-pit ool mine Jocated approximately 15 miles north of the Toun of Glenrock, Wyoming. It is the
desire af the toal company 1o use Sedimens Pond SP-23 for pit sater treatment and storage.

An additioeal decharge point 003, matﬂdmmm:.lthkﬂﬂhwﬂ'm.ﬁ'&m 15, T36N, R75W, Converse County, Wyoming
and discharges to the South Fork (Class V) of the Dry Fork of the Cheyenne Blver via an unsamed dridnige.

Al effluent limitarions are hased on National “Best Availible” Standards ansd Wynming's In-Siream Water Quality Standards. Self-moniaring of
effluens quality and quantiry is required o a regalar hasis with peporting of results quarterly. The pormit i scheduled to expire October 31, 1987

(1) APPLICANT NAME: Town of Thayne
MAILESG ADDRESS: P.0. Box 158
Thayne, WY 83117
FACILITY LOCATION: Lin¢nln County, Wyomisg
PERMIT ¥IMEER: Wy-D025855

The wastewater treument faciliny serving the Town of Thayne consists of 2 2 el serated lagoon followed by a spray field. Due 1o diffinses
encountered by the Town in operating the speay field daring the winter, the Town proposes & major modification of (s system.

The new system will include a final polishing pond which will discharge 10 Flan Creek (Class 1 Water ) during the winter. The Spray field will contnue
to be nsed during the summer.

The proposed permil authorizes discharges from the Bollowing, three Jcations:

. The southernmast underdrain underlying the wastewater treatment facility
1 The northemnmast underdrain wnderying the wastewater treatment faclity.
3, The oufall imto Flat Croeck,

Poits 0011 and 002 have been found o conslst of uncontaminabed groundwater and the proposed permit sets no imaations on these discharges,
hpwever, the proposed permit docs contin langusge which allows Jimsitations 10 be estahlished if it is found that these discharges bave become
contaminated. The effluent limitations for point 003 are based on Netional Secondary Treatment Standards and Wyoming s In-stream Water Quality
Suandarils. These limitatsons were hased on the following:

1. Maximsam design discharge - 08 MGD,

2, Q7-10 of Flat Creek - 11 MGD {estimates )

%, In-stream standard for fecal coliform bacieria - 1,000,100 ml (summer only ).
4, Tn-stream stanckard for total residosd chlorine - 02 meg/l.

e i the very high dilution Excior there i o poesshliny of viokson of st sanderds for waonied anmoni.

The proposed permis requires monitoring of eflluent quaticy and quanity on & regular basis with reporting of resubts quarterly. Thee: permil also
requires moiloiag of tan groundwater wells located down gradicnt of the final pond. The permit is scheduled to expire August 1, 1967
(12)  APPLICANT NAME: Conoco

MAILING ADDRESS: 97 Rancho Road
Casper, WY H2601
Letmser Fiekd Conoco Weymouth 5-1, NE'S, Section
5, TAGN, RE3N, Neobrara County, Wyoming

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy 1 160

Facility Is a typical il treater ocated in Nichrara County, Wyoming “Thee pro<isced water bs scparated from the pecroleum product through the use
ol hegser treaters and skim ponds. The discdarge is o Leimser Stock Pond (Class V).

The discharge must meet Wyoaming's Produced Water Criterts effective immediately. No chemical Bmitations have been imposed on this faciliny
encept for il and grease | 10 mg/1) and pl (6.5 - £5), This is due t0 the extreme aridness of the area which allows for beneficial use of the water for
agrioattural purposes. There is no evidere 1o {ndicste that limitations more stringent than the Produced Water Criters are needed 1o meet Wyoming s
Waser Qualiry Standards. The Department will continue 1o evaluate the discharge and, if necessary, will modify the permdi if evidence mdicates thi
mure aringent limitations are needed.

Seml-annual self-msenitoring is tequired for all jramelers with the exception of vl and grease, which must be monftored quarterty. The proposed
expiration date for the permit is December 31, 1967,
(13} APPLICANT SAME

SMUAILING ADHYRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

Consolidated Ol and (s
1850 Limcoln Sareet
Lintoln Tower Bldg
Deevrver, C0 BOXIS
Pass Creek Field Tank Battery #1, S0, SE%.
Section 33, T208, RS0, Carbon County, Wyoming
PERMIT ¥IUMEBER Wy-OETTRE
Facility i 4 typical oil treater bocated in Carbon County, Wyoming. The produced watler & separatid from the petrobeum product through the use of
heater tredters and skim ponds. The discharge is 1 Medicine Bow River (Class 11} via an wramid drinage
The discharge musa meet Wyoming's Produced Water Criterta effoctive immedintely. Chapier VII of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Regebations infers that as ong as the Produced Water Criteria bs met, the water is suitable for beneficial use. There & no evidence to indicase that
limitations more stringent than the Produced Water Critert are necded oo meet WY oming's Water (huality Seamdards. The Department will contimue o
evaluate e discharge and, if necessary, will madify the permit if evidence mdicates that mose stringent lmittions are needed
Semi-anmunl self-moritoring is required for all parameters with the exception of od amd grese which must be monivored quarterly. The proposed
pxpirasion dawe for the permit is December 51, 1987
(14) APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

Exeter Expliraton Compamy
PO Box 5928
Denver, CO BO2IT TA
Pubco Federal 45, S0, SW%, Section 4, TH6N,
REIW, Natrona County, Wyoming
FERMIT NUMBER: Wy-0027 111

Facility i 4 typical oil treter locased in Natrona County. Wynsing, The produced water |s separated from the petroleum product through the me of
heater treaters and skim ponds, The discharge is 1o Hemingway Draw (Cliss [V} via an unnamed drainage.

The discharge mist meet Wyoming's Produced Waser Criterta effective immedsutely. Chipter VI of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Regulations infers that as by = the Produced Waser Criteria is met, the water is suitahle for beneficlal we. There is na evidence o indicate that
limitatioers more strngent than the Produced Water Criteria ane norded o et Wyoming s Water Quality Stansdards. The Department will continue 1o
praluate the discharge and, if necessary, will madify the permit if evidence indicates thal more stringent limitations are nesded

Semi-annual self- monitoring is required for 2 parametcrs with the exception of oil and grease, which must be monitored quarterly. The proposed
expication date for the permit fs Deoember 31, 1987,
(15] APFLICANT NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

E Doyle Huckabay, Lid

1706 Securiry Life Blig

Denver, GO BO202

#1:13 Federal-Krepo, NE%, SW', Section 13,

THhN, REAW, Niohrara County, Wyoming

Wy-ER51T

#1-18 Federal-Krejc, 54, BE', Seation 18,

TH6N, ROFW, Nickrara County, Wyoming
PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-D028TEY

Facilities are ypical wil treaters located in Niobrara County, Wyoming, The produced waser & separated from the petroleum product throogs the
use of heater tresters and skim ponds. Th discharges are 10 Crazy Woman Creek (Class 1¥) via an usnamed drainage.

The discharges sust meet Wyoming s Produced Water Criteria effective immediately. Chapter Vil of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Fegulatioms infers that as long as the Produced Water Criteria is met, the water is suitahle for beneficial use. There is no evidence 1o indcate that
limdtations meare strngent than the Produced Waser Criterta are needed 1o mest Wyoming s Water Quality Stndards. The Department will continoe i
alugte the discharpes and, (f necessary, will modify the permis if evidence indicates that more stringent limitations are necded.

Semi-annual self-monitoring is required fos all parametens with the exception of ol and grease, which must be monitoned quarterly. The proposed
expiration date for the permits & December 31, 1967

FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NUMBER:
FACILITY LOCATION:

{16)  APPLICANT NAME: K& woil
MAILING ADDRESS: /o Allen, Bladworth & Crouch
F.O. Box 97h
Casper, WY BRG0L

FACILITY LOCATION: K & W Lewse - Section 4, S\, Section 4, T20K,

RAIW, Natrom Cownty, Wyoming
FERMIT KUMBER: Wy-DIE2551

Facility s a typhcal oil treater kicated in Natmna County, Wyoming, The: produced water is separated froe the petrolewm product through te use of
heater treaters and skim ponds. The dicharge & 10 South Fork Bear Creek (Class V)

The discharge must meet Wynmings Produced Water Criteria effective immediaiely. Chageer VI of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Regulations nfers that as long s the Produced Water Criteria &5 met, the water is suitshle for beneficial use. There is no evidence to indicate that
limsirations meare stringent than the Produced Waser Crteria are needed 1o meet Wyoming's Water Quality Standards. The Department will continue o
evaluate the discharge and, if necessary, will modify the permit if evidence indicates that more stringent limitations are necded

Semi-annual self-monitoring is required for ol parameters with the exoeption of Gil and gresse, shich musa be monitored quartery, The proposed
expiration date for the permif is December 31, 1987, et

(17} APPLICANT NAME: Marathon O
MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 120
Casper, WY B30

FACILITY LOCATION: Dramond Ranch Fickd, 564, S84, Seton 24,
THWN, BTREW, Carbon Coanty, Wynming
PERMIT KUMBER: Wy DOMTS2

{continued on page 14)
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Dick Lamm: not angry enough

The Angry West:
A Vulnerable Land and ls Future

Richard D. Lanm and Michael McCarthy;
Houghton-Mifflin; 1982, 320 pages;
51395,

Review by Brad Klafehn

The jacket cover is a dramatic photo-
graph of a huge open-pit copper mine.
The book’s title glares at you in bright
red letters: The Angry West, A Vulnera-
ble Land and its Future. Inside, the dust
cover blurb heightens the sense of
impending disaster — “The American
West is angry — and more than a litde
scared. A hurricane of change is striking
right now, and cvery month sees a
decade’s worth of new developments...
A beautiful, legendary part of the Ameri-
can heritage is on its way to
destruction.”

It sounds like a book written by a
rabid environmentalist bemoaning the
industrialization of the West, but in fact
its principal author is Colorado Gow.
Dick Lamm (D). This has greatly
boosted the book’s visibility — the gov-
ernor himself has plugged it on NBC's
Today show — and references to it are
already cropping up in letters to the
editors of rural western newspapers.

The book is destined to figure in the
continuing conservation/development
debate, and environmentalists will

oL 3 =l Tt v o 4 TR
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It’s your world. |
And we tell vou what's happening in it.
From the hoard room to the backcountry,
wherever natural resource decisions are
made, High Country News covers the
West.
Subscribe today. 24 issues per year,

o $15 for individuals

o $25 for institutions
Name
Address
City, Seate. Zip

High Country News

The paper for people
who care about the West

Box K, Lander, Wyo, 82520
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undoubtedly cite it as a sympathetic
authority on many issues. The Angry
West has many virtues, but it is tarnished
in places by unclear writing, awful rhe-
toric, naive statements and the lack of a
larger vision of the West's future, Never-
theless, it is a book worth reading and is
an interesting indicator of where Colo-
rado politics stand today.

The book discusses many of the cur-
rent threats to the West's quality of life,
from oil shale, coal mining and the MX
to the Sunbelt boom and the Sagebrush
Rebellion. The volume is at its best on
the latter two subjects. The writing is
forceful and factual, with little of the
handwringing rhetoric and hesitancy to
make assertions which characterize
parts of the book. Lamm has been an
cffective opponent of the Sagebrush
Rebellion, and his beliefs are clearly
reflected here.

Lamm and co-author Michael
McCarthy argue strongly that the Sage-
brush Rebellion has no legal merit and
that, like "every insurgent movement in
western history (it is) anchored in self-
interest and greed.” They accurately
state that while the rebellion stems
from the legitimate experiences of
small public land users, it has been co-
opted by the big special interests for
their own gain. The authors also provide
a useful historical context for the Rebel-
lion, stating, “What Sagebrush Rebels
promote as a fresh, dynamic and radical
approach to federal ‘injustice’ is in fact
one of the most archaic, threadbare and
often rejected ideas in the West's his-
tory.” They then go on to demonstrate
that cven if the western states were to
get title to federal lands, they would be
unable to finance their management —
Colorado has 29 people to administer
2.9 million acres of grazing leases, Mon-
tana expects three people to oversee
five million acres.

Lamm and McCarthy also make some
excellent points concerning the Sun-
belt/Frostbelt rivalry and the negative
effects of energy booms. The authors
plead for an end to sectional antago-
nisms and present good arguments for
why the federal government should
intervene to stem migration from the
Northeast to the Southwest. “It makes
little sense for some areas ( of the coun-
try) to grow so fast that the growth
becomes counterproductive, while
other areas are drained of their human
and economic resources.” Public pol-
icy, Lamm says, “should discourage
migration, not encourage it.” The book
also notes that when Frostbelt politi-
cians seek aid to alleviate their eco-
nomic difficulties, they define
“economic distress” only as a problem
of decline. “In fact, economic distress
occurs when rapid economic change
sets in — decline or growth...If Cleve-
land hurts, so does Gillette.”

This theme ties in with another
thread found throughout the book —
that the West's economy has always
been based on outside capital, resulting

in a series of destructive booms and
busts. Lamm says that as long as the
West remains dependent on non-local
capital, “It is a fact that no amount of
economic movement to the West will
help it. It will build. It will grow. Per-
haps it will prosper. But, asin the days of
the Guggenheims and the Rockefellers,
it will not belong to itself. 1t will not
control its own destiny.”

Lamm and McCarthy also state point-
edly, “Wherever encrgy has moved into
Colorado communities, it has monopol-
ized local labor supplies, frequently
damaged the local economic base —
agriculture, stock raising, tourism —
and created dangerous local
dependency onenergy extraction. It has
profited outsiders — laborers, banks,
cfficient and well-capitalized businesses
— at the expense of locals. What the
energy companies have created is a 'hol-
low’ economy, healthy on the surface
but unhealthy at the core.”

These excellent points, however,
contrast sharply with the book’s glaring
weaknesses. The first part of the volume
especially is given to sloppy writing and
rhetorical excess. For instance, one
page contains some dreadful prose:
“This is our West. And it is dying... Some
of us have made a truce with change.
Others have refused They — we — are the
new Indians. And they — we — will not be
herded to the new reservations.” It is
difficult to envision Richard Lamm as a
“new Indian.” A sense of futility under-
lies the book and the authors never
guestion. the exponential energy
growth which is at the root of many. of
the West's problems. Despite their criti-
cism of the ‘hollow’ economy generated
by energy development, Lamm and
McCarthy still conclude that “unbridled
growth, even with its problems, is
clearly preferable to decline.”

It is also startling to read several other
maive or uninformed statements from
these otherwise enlightened authors,
Acid rain, they say, "today presents no
threat to the region.” The only form of
water conservation available to the
West is increased physical storage: “In
the desert, reduction of use is implausi-
ble, even harmful” And the insurgent
West is justified, we are told, in its loa-
thing of environmental extremism,
although what constitutes extremism is
never defined.

Lamm's actions as a politician also
contradict some statements made in the
book. Lamm, the author, decries the
environmental effects of open-pit oil
shale mining, but his administration still
supports congressional action to give
Gulf and Standard more federal land so
that they can begin just such an opera-
tion. He argues in the book for
increased severance taxes, but failed to
endorse publicly the recent initiative to
raise Colorado’s tax. The initiative
could have used his support; it failed to
get enough signatures to appear on the
ballot. And he endorses fighting for the
West's water “with all the force (one)

Gewernior Richard D Larmm and Michael McCarthy
I — _TH'E_ —_— -

AVulnerable Land and Its Future

can muster,” yet his agencies anc aggres-
sively opposing Colorado citizens who
are trying to do precisely that. Six Pao-
nia irrigators are challenging the state’s
issuance of a mining permit to ARCO,
fecling that their water may be lost to
subsidence. The attomey general got
their suit thrown out on a technicality,
but the legal battle continues on the
federal level, where the state still adam
antly opposes their claims.

In these cases, Lamm has been reluc-
tant to take stands which live up to his
book's thetoric. Since the book's publi-
cation, however, Exxon has pulled out
of the Colony Project and many of the
Angry West s cautions are making more
sense to Coloradoans. Lamm, in turn,
seems to be reacting to this by becom-
ing more outspoken. Last summer at a
campaign stop in Glenwood Springs,
Lamm said he had “learned his lesson™
with regard to promises made, but not
kept, by oil shale companies. State
government, he said, would hold them
to their promises in the future. He also
pledged that the “price of admission”
would go up for those companies who
want to come back into the state and
develop shale.

Perhaps it is too much to expect a
book by any politician to forge ahead of
popular sentiment. The Angry West
does make strong statements in many
cases. If it lacks a clear, positive vision of
the future for the West, that is probably
because even the “progressive” ele-
ments have failed to articulate one. One
of the underlying themes of the book is
that Westerners do not control their
destiny and never have. Once this
becomes clear to county commission-
ers, town council members and third
generation  settlers, we may start to
reverse the trend. Lamm and McCar-
thy's book will certainly help bring this
point home. Maybe by the time they
write their next book, they will be able
1o cite real grassroots examples of peo
ple taking charge, rather than merely
lamenting our colonial status. A gover-
nor can do a lot to facilitate this process.
The Angry West is a start.

Y
et

Brad Klafehn is a freelance writer in
Crawford, Colorado, and an executive
committee member of the Western
Colorado Congress.

(comtinued from page 13
FACILITY LOSCATION:

PERMIT NU'MBER:
FACILITY LOCATION

PERMIT NIMBER
FACILITY LOCATION:

PEERMIT N1UMBER:

. FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NLUMBER:
FACILITY LOCATION:

FERMIT NUMBER:
FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT MNUMHBER:
FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NLMBER:

Failites are wmmwmmﬁdmﬂ Cousties, Wyomsing. The prodeced water is separated from the petrteum produc

Kyle Field, SW'a, N8, Sectiom 25, T2IN, RTOW,
Carbon County, Wyoming

Wy

Lance Creek Feld, Schurich Batiery, NW4, SEl4
Section 6, THSN, R6W, Niobrara County, Wyoming
Wy B

Lanoe Creek Field, OFRhodf Baery, NW%, SWh,
Setion 31 TGN, RGSW, Niobrara County, Wyoming
-0 ] Rk

Lamce Creek Field, Comverse Sheep Battery, NW%,
SE%, Seruion 32, TIEN, R6SW, Niohrara County,
‘I-'].llmh'lg

Wy-DIKIET

Lance Creck Feld, C. Pumam Banery, SE',

NEW, Section 32 T36N, ROSW, Nwbara County,
Wipnasing

Wy-(H 181

Lightming Creek Field, Ratery #1, N9, Section
51, T35N, ROSW, Niobrara Counry, Wyoming,
Wy-0023221

Lance Creek Field, Elliot Battery, NE', NW'%,
Section 5, TN, RASW, Nichrara County, Wyoming
Wy-Dh19s

through the use of heater treaters and skim poads. The discharges are 1 Rock Creek {Class 11) via an unnamed tribusary, Medicies Bow River (Class 1)

via @n urnamed draw and Litthe Lightming, Creek (Class V)

The: discharges must meet Wyomings Produced Water Criteria effotive immediately, Chapter VI1 of the Wyomsing Water Quality Rubes and
Regulations infers that a5 long s the Produced Water Criteria is mel, the water i suisable for benefickal use. There is no evidence s indicate that
limitations maore stringent than the Produced Water Criterts are needed 1o meet Wynsing '« Water Quality Standards. The Deparinsent will continue to
evalmate the discharges and, il necessary, will modify the permits if evidence indicases that more stringent limitations are needed.

Semi-annial self-moniteing is required for all parsmeters with the exeeption of oil and grease, which must be monitored quarterly. The proposed

expiration dase for the permits & December $1, 1987,

{18} APPLICANT NAME
MLAILING ADDRESS

FACILITY LOCATION:
PERMIT N1 MBER

The Marathos Ol Compasy
PO, Box 120

Casper, WY BRO02

Carbon County, Wyoming
Wy 9

Marathon Oil Comguany's Consolidated Tank Battery is bocaved in the Rock River Field, Section 3, T20N, RT8%, Carbon County, Wyoming, The
facility is used to inject water into o hearing formartions o enhance recovery. Under sormal dnoamstances there is po discharge surface waters,
horwever, if @ discharge did ocour it would flow oo Watking Creek (Chss 1] Water) via & snnamed drainage

The: proposed permit requires no discharge from this Facility except usder emergency conditions. If an emengency ccoars the efffuent can not hive
oil nd grease concentration in excess of 10 mg/] and the permittee must immediately contact the Department AwTitten description of the discharge
including proposed actions w prevent funsre discharges must be sent o the Departsent within fve days of any discharge The pemmiit s schedulied in

expire December 31, 1987
(19} APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

The Marathon Ol Company
PO, Box 120

Casper, WY 82602

Carbom County, Wyoming
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A bias toward the public land

by John Soisson

When it comes to the public lands, |
have to admit right off to some bias.

I grew up in the soft coal region of
southwestern Pennsylvania. The subject
of public lands was never an issue there
because there weren't any. The grey
company towns, the gouged hillsides

GUEST EDITORIAL

and the denuded hilltops were all on
private property. They were — and are
— monuments to rogue self-interest.

Afier I moved to the Rockies a decade
ago, I found a lot of the same sort of
thing — clear-cut hillsides, gaping strip
mines, lonely communities. But there
were also public lands in the West. And
something else: an attitude 1 couldn't
define.

So it was with some anticipation that I
attended a recent two-day conference
on the disposition of more than 300
million acres of public lands in the Uni-
ted States. The conference, 1 hoped,
would help me better understand what
that difference in attitude was,

The symposium was sponsored by
Resources for the Future, a 30-year-old,
independent organization headquar-
tered in Washington, D.C. The idea was
to encourage dispassionate study of the
issues surrounding the Ronald Reagan-

James Watt proposals to sell some of
the public lands into private ownership.

The focus of the symposium — as of
the current national debate — was sup-
posed to be the question of ownership.
That’s no small question. About 86 per-
cent of Nevada, 81 percent of Alaska, 64
percent of Utah and Idaho, and more
than 40 percent of Arizona, California,
Oregon and Wyoming, are federally
owned. But concerns over management

of the lands — by public and private
managers — were at the heart of the
statistics that were trooped forward
during the meeting,

The session was scholarly. For the
most part, speakers were foresters,
economists and scientists who have
devoted their lives to such things as
asset management and ownership.

As a result, one speaker could say
with some authority that 21 percent of
federal range land is in good condition
while only 11 percent of private range
land can be rated that high. And the next
speaker could argue, with equal convic-
tion, that federal ownership and uncer-
tain lease policies have encouraged
overgrazing and mismanagement.

Another speaker could show that
there is no empirical evidence that pri-
vately held lands have been managed
more poorly than federal lands. Yet
another could assert that the only major
stands of old growth timber left in the
lower 48 states are found on public
lands that were never privately owned.

Another could argue that maximum
productivity, full utilization and profita-
bility, as dictated by the “marketplace,”
should be the sole guide for the use of
resources; while still another could
contend that private owners don't have
the same mandate to protect non-
economic values of the land as do public
managers.

The public lands were talked about in
quantifiable terms: board-feet, gross
tonnage, biomass, market value. The
participants argued over who would
manage those measureable assets most
efficiently. If they could prove the most,
efficient manager, the winner could be
awarded the spoils.

If the symposium accomplished any-
thing, it demonstrated that in an age
when science serves as religion, we
believe that facts and fipures can be the

basis for all our decisions. Compile
enough data, and you can untie any Gor-
dian Knot. And, as in most debates in
which scientific evidence is the proof,
there was no consensus reached.

What was clear, however, was that
the real issue of the public lands trans-
cends empirical data. The real concern
is one of values. The people at the con-
ference who attempted to make that
point were Gaylord Nelson of the Wil-
derness Society and Joseph Sax, profes-
sor of law at the University of Michigan.

“There is a growing divergence
among public and private values,” Sax
said. “The tradition in America is that
development means progress and that
private ownership is consistent with
public values. Those values are diverg-
ing and so there is skepticism among the
public.”

In other words, it may have been pos-
sible ar one time to say that what was
“good for General Motors was good for
the USA.,” but people don't readily
accept that these days.

Nelson, for his part, pointed out that
“the literature of privatization is stran-
gely devoid of any serious discussion of
or concern for that enormous heritage
of non-market cultural, social and
resource values on the public lands.”

The way in which we use our land is
one of the great issues of society. The
debate over the sale of public lands is,
after all, a debate over land use and
national values.

Such sessions as the Resources for the
Future symposium are useful more for
the opportunity they allow us to exam-
ine our values than in the hard data they
assemble. Such sessions bring together
people of differing values, give them a
mechanism to join in discussion and buy-
time for them to sift through conflicting
material.

But in spite of what some scholars

would say, we aren't wholly controlled
by economic and scientific laws. There
are spiritual values that people have and
share and that they sometimes act to
preserve,

F.L.C. Reed, assistant deputy minister
of the Canadian Forestry Service, told
the symposium that a land use ethic can
be formed by coming to terms with
nature, by allowing ourselves to be
more influenced by natural cycles, by
rekindling a land-based economy and by
renewing our spiritual acquaintance
with nature.

Short of that, we'll probably have to
settle for what most people at the sym-
posium thought we'd get: some
increase in private ownership of public
lands and closer comparison of the
results of private and public ownership
of similar parcels of land. We'll improve
our management techniques but we
won't come any closer to the formation

«of a land ethic.

All in all, the participants in the sym-
posium could have leamed a lot from a
middle-aged woman in Sheridan,
Wyoming, who talked to me after my
first trip into the Big Horn National
Forest, close by Sheridan.

“Well,” she asked me with pride and
satisfaction, "how do you like our
mountains?”

Ower mountains, she said.

Years ago, when we packed into the
slashed and scarred hills and ridges of
my southwestern Pennsylvania home,
we spoke of “the” mountains.

One word can make all the
difference,

ot
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John Soisson, formerly of Sheridan,
Wyoming, is now a freelance writer in

Portland, Oregon and a frequent con-
tributor to High Country News.
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; LETTERS in the West's backyard. There is no plains west of the midcontinent flats, guide, Larry Lee, and Wart was much
doubt that the paper will follow the but the fear of Jim Watt extends down more in line with the historic Watt and

BOMBS IN THE BACKYARD

Dear HCN,

Railing against High Couniry News
because it doesn't cover the threat of
nuclear war only shows that the trans-
continental walker, Seeb Hall, does not
understand why many people don't
grasp the reality of nuclear annihilation.
For his sake, [ hope that the next 2,000
miles offer the insight he lacked while in
Wyoming (HCV Letters, 9/17/82).

Often, people do not acknowledge
that they sit under a nuclear bomb until
our government proposes planting a
MX missile or two in a local rancher’s
winter sheep range. They don't rally
against the threat until they understand
that the plutonium for nuclear bomb
triggers is polluting the land and water
outside of Denver.

HCN has covered the bombs that are

same tack in the future. Many other
newspapers, magazines and books
address the potential for a nuclear holo-
caust — one of the finest is The Bulletin
Jor Atomic Scientists. 1 suggest that
readers subscribe to it for all the
numbers, theories, strategies, etc. on
nuclear warfare,

However, if you want to know about
black-footed ferrets, wilderness, the
proposed nuclear waste repository in
Utah's Gibson Dome, western water
development, boom towns, and the
revised MX missile plan for the West
then stay tuned to High Country News.

Debbie East
Lander, Wyoming

WATT’S BLACK HAT

Dear HCN,

Blackshear, Georgia, is a heck of a
long way from Washington, D.C., and
still farther from the mountains and

here as much as it does inany other part
of the country.

The problem with Watt is that he
talks as good a conservation attitude as
any of us in the old line organizations or
in the more narrowly focused newer
environmental groups. And then come
his actions! And the whole kit and
caboodle of good stuff is long gone. Or,
if not the whole, a substantial part.

It was very noticeable that Whipple
and Watt (HCN, 10/1/82) didn't touch
the one subject that has blown hot and
cold since before Want went to
Washington this time: The Sagebrush
Rebellion (which I prefer to label the
“Sagebrush Rascality”) — or else it was
talked about but didn't make the story.
Could be that Whipple was leaning very
far backward to be sure nothing in the
story could be construed as crucifixion
by the interviewer.

The O'Gara piece on the coroner-

the tactics employed.

It would have been interesting to see
how the clever lawyer, Watt, squirmed
his way into a snow white suit of clothes
in answer to a pointed question or two
about the doings of Bob Burford and his
people in the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. To change the comparatives a
wee bit, I'd have liked to see how he
managed to change the colors of some
very, very black hats to white, with
respect to the continuing, if not acceler-
ating desertification of our beloved

West, thanks to the present
administration.
William Voigt, r.
Blackshear, Georgia

PERMIT NLMRER

Wy-D031 186

Marathon 0l Company’s Harrison and Cooper Section 2-3-35 Battery and Cretaocous Sand Injection Plant is locaved in the NEY, Section 3, TIEN,
R78%, Carbon County, Wyoming. The facilicy Is used 1o inject water imo bearing formations 1o enhance recovery. Under normal circumstances there i
oo discharge sarface waters, hewever, if 2 discharge did ocowr it would flow 10 Divon Creek (Class Tv Water).

The: proposed permil requines no discharge from this facility exoept under emergency conditions, If an emengeney occurs the effluent can not ave
ol . gredse concentratioe i exiess of 10 mg/| and the permitter must immediately contact the Department. A writtes description of the discharge
including propased actions w prevest funsre dischanges must be sent 10 the Departmens within five days of any discharge. The permit is scheduled 1w

expire December 31, 1087,

(30} APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:
FACILITY LOCATION

PERMIT NUMBER:

Southland Reyalty Company

300 Country Club Rd., Suite 300

Casper WY 82601

Olde Draw Federal #1-14, 5%, SE', Section 14,
T3TK, RESW, Natrona County, Wynming

Wy-IT 36T

Faciliny is 2 typical cil tneaser located in Natrona County, Wyoming, The produced water is separated from the petraleam product through the use of
heater treaters and skim ponds. The discharge is to Olée Draw (Cliss IV) via an unnaamed drainage.

The discharge must meet Wyoming's Prduced Water Criera effective immedisiely, Chapter VI of the Wyoming Water (uality Rubes and
Hegubsrions infers that 15 long 2 the Froduced Water Criverta (s met, the water is suitable for besedicial wse, There is o evidence to indicate that
limleations more sringent than the Produced Water Criteria are nevded i meel Wyoming's Water Quality Stndirds. The Depariment will continue (o
evaluate the discharge and, if necessary, will modify the permit if evidence indicates that more siringent mitations are necded,

Semi-ansual self-monisoring is requied for all parameters with the exeption of oll and gresse, which must be monitnred quarterdy. The proposed

expiration date for the permit & December 31, 1987,
(21) AFPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

E C Yegen
RO Bax 1774
Casper, WY E2602

FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NUMBER:

North Casper Creek Field, Gowin #1 Battery, SE,
Section 35, TS7H, RAIW, Matrona ?rnt}', Wyoming
Wy-MO26E5)

Facility is a typacal ail ireater located in Natrona County, Wyoming, The produced water is separsied from the peiroleum product through the use of
beater trexters and skim ponds, The discharge is to North Fork Casper Creek (Class 111) via an unnamsed drairage.

The descharge must meet Wyoming's Produced Water Criteria. effective immediately. Chagier VI of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Regubations mfers teat a5 bong a8 the Produced Warer Criteria is met, the water is saitable for beneficial use. There is no evidence to indicate that
limitations moee stringent than the Produced Water Criteris are needed to meet Wyaming's Water Quality Standards. The Department will conginwe to
eviluase the discharge and, if necessary, will modify the permit if evidence indicates that more stringent limitations are needed.

Semi-anmal self-moniioring is required for all parameters with the oooeption of oil and grease, which must be monitored quarterly. The proposed

exprathon dase for the permdt is December 31, 1987
STATE/EPA TENTATIVE DETERMINATIONS

Tentative determinations have been made by the Sute of Wyoming in cooperation with the EPA staff relative 1o eflsent limitations and condstioes
1o bt imposed on the permits. These WMMMMsHUmmuSmmwjm-;mwmmmﬂmm

will be provecied.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Public comments are invited any time prics t November 16, 1562, Comments say be direcied o the Wyoming Department of Environmental
{Qualicy, Water Quality Division, Permits Section, 1111 East Lincobweay, Cheyenng, wmam:,mhu&wmw,
Region VIII, Enforcement Division, Permits Administration and Compliance Branch, 1560 Lintols Street, Denver, Calorade 80295, All comments
received prios (o November 16, 1982, will be considered i the lormubation of final determinations to be imposed on the permits.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Additioeal infermation may be obtalned upon reguest by calling the St of Wyoming, (307) TT7-T781, or EPA (303) 3273874, or by writing 1o

the sforementioned addresses,

nzmmm:nnmm,mmummmﬂummmmmmmthm

. Public Notice No: Wy-82010




Jobn Melcher

here US, senators are con-
cerned, you might say Mon-
tana votes Democratic. The

state has elected one Republican scnator
in its history, and it must have been a
colorful race — Zales Ecton defeating
Leif Erickson, Mike Mansfield knocked
off Ecton after one term and it's been
Demos ever since.

Today, thirty years later, Montana's
Democratic dynasty is threatened by an
odd combination of new-wave politics
— the National Conservative Political
Action Committee (NCPAC), and an
est-trained Republican investments
counselor from Kalispell. Together they
may be on the verge of toppling Monta-
na's senior Senator, John Melcher.

Melcher is a veteran politician with a
long, erratic career in Congress. Elected
to the House in a 1969 special election,
he served three and a half terms as Mon-
tana’s eastern district representative. He
won his races by astonishing margins,
sometimes garnering over 70 percent of
the vote,

A veterinarian by training, Melcher
won the hearts of his constituents in the
agricultural half of the state, and he has
maintained an unsullicd image as an ally
of the Montana farmer.

But while his agricultural consti-
tuency was cheering him on, Montana
conservationists were beginning to
grumble about some of his stands. By
1982, the grumbling had grown into a
roar,

In the House, Melcher was a primary
sponsor of the Trans-Alaskan Pipeline
hill. In the Senate, Melcher was and is
Montana’s most outspoken political
proponent of the Northern Tier Pipe-
line, a 42-inch wunderground line
intended to carry Alaskan crude from
Port Angeles, Washington, to Clear-
brook, Minnesota. The Washington
State Environmental Siting Council has
nixed the line on the grounds that it
threatens the coastline environment
with irreparable damage (HCN,
4/16/82).

Melcher has introduced legislation to
open RARE I lands for multiple use and
has consistently stepped on toes in
Montana's wilderness movement,

Recently, both the Montana Wilder-
ness Association and the Wilderness
Society have charged that Melcher is
dragging his feet on passage of the pro-
posed 202,000-acre Lee Metcalf Wilder-
ness Area in the Madison and Gallatin
Ranges.

But in other conservation issues,
Melcher's record is impeccable. Margie
McDonald of the Northern Plains
Resource Council pointed out that
Melcher was a leader in reforming the
1920 Mineral Leasing Act which gov-
erns federal coal and petroleum leasing,

According to MacDonald, “John
Melcher has been a very diligent advo-
cate of strong strip mining reclamation
laws and a consistent advocate of a bal-
anced coal leasing policy.” She also
pointed to Melcher's criticism of the
Bonneville Power Administration’s
plans for transmission lines from Col-
strip to the Pacific Northwest as a sign of
Melcher's sensitivity to Montana
landowmners.
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Conservative
coalition
challenges
environmental
“schizophrenic”

by Don Snow

In 1981, the League of Conservation
Voters said that Melcher voted pro-
environment on 52 percent of key con-
servation issues. One castern Montana
conservationist said, “If you've got tun-
nel wvision for some environmental
issues in eastern Montana, he's been real
good. Otherwise, he's environmentally
schizophrenic.”

But Melcher apparently does not
need to worry about his erratic conser-
vation voting record. Recent public
opinion polls show that his public
image in Montana is strongest in three
areas — his cfforts to stay in touch with
constituents, his work on behalf of
farmers and ranchers, and his role in
protecting Montana’s environment.

Say that toany well-informed environ-
mentalist in Montana and you're likely
to get a long-jawed stare of disbelicf.
The fact is, however, John Melcher is a
superb politician.

But so is his opponent.

arry Williams, author of the best-
selling How fto Prosper in the
ming Good Years, showed up
in Montana politics in 1978 when he ran
against Rep. Max Baucus for the US.
Senate. Williams came out of political
nowhere, ran an aggressive high-profile
campaign, and captured 45 percent of
the vote against a man whom many con-
sidered to be Montana's golden boy in
the House.

Williams is confident that in 1982 he
will beat John Melcher. "I'm more of a
known commaodity now,” Williams said.
“When we started our race against Max,
I had zero name recognition. Nobody
had ever heard of Larry Williams, I got
45 percent of the vote. I don’t consider
that I lost that race.

Against Baucus, Williams showed the
kind of aggressiveness that seems to be
killing political giants these days. His
campaign, run by consultant Herb Willi-
ams, who managed Rep. Ron Marlenee's
first successful drive, was a frontal
artack both on Baucus and on Demo-
cratic policies which Williams charged
had dampened Montana's economy.

Slipping badly in late October, the
Democrats pulled out a nasty weapon
that many feel was the deciding blow
against the Republican newcomer — an
old picture of Larry Williams in longish
hair and love beads. The photo raced
across state wires.

Now Herb Williams is gone, and with
him a legacy of scorched-earth Republi-
can campaigns. The candidate’s current
manager is a nice woman named Kim
Phillips who does not come acrosslike a
midnight salesman of encyclopedias.
And larry himself is running soft,
emphasizing his roots as a third genera-
tion Montana family man, and his vision
for Montana's economy based on
Reaganomics.

“When [ ran against Baucus, people
thought I was from California or some-
place. 1T didn't get the right message
across,” said Williams, whose real estate
investments in California actually did
help enrich him.

Williams spent $500,000 against Bau-
cus, dipping far into his own pockets
and eventually selling his house to help
pay off campaign debts.

Now he's emphasizing his expertise
in finance and economics, highlighted
by his recent best-selling book that pre-
dicts a retumn to national prosperity.
The news is all good, the love beads a
distant memory.

But Evan Barrett claimed that Willi-
ams is in league with NCPAC in a
planned strategy that both are using
expertly.

Williams can afford to run soft against
Melcher because of a third party in the
race — the National Conservative Politi-
cal Action Commitice.

When NCPAC came to Montana a
year and a half ago it was carrying the
bloody fleece of Frank Church, George
McGovern and other liberal senators
the organization had helped defeat.
Using brassy campaigns based largely on
character assassination, NCPAC had
moved  like the grim reaper across
eairenched libera’ turf, targeting
vulnerable candidates and burmning up
campaign funds faster than jet fuel
NCPAC did not work for conservatives
but against liberals, allowing favorite
Republican challengers to run positive
campaigns. The pattern is now recur-

ring in Montana.

According to Melcher's campaign
manager Evan Barrett, Melcher is
number three on the 1982 NCPAC hit-
list. It isn't that Melcher is especially
vulnerable, said Barrett, but that NCPAC
can get “more bang for its buck” in a
small state like Montana,

“John is number three on their list,
but per capita, NCPAC is spending more
in Montana than anywhere else,” said
Barrett.

NCPAC's $200,000 anti-Melcher
campaign started more than a year ago
with television ads depicting John
Melcher as a big spender and an enemy
of a generic character whom NCPAC
has labelled “the traditional Montana
conservative.”

Larry Williams has disavowed all affili-
ation with NCPAC and in fact claimed
that the committee is actually helping
Melcher with its heavy-handed tactics
and out-of-state image.

“I think they should have registered
as the Friends of John Melcher cam-
paign,” said Williams.

“In June a year ago NCPAC came to
Billings and did a poll in which we were
able to read the design of an artack on
John Melcher,” Barrett said. “Larry Wil-
liams met with them and they per-

Larry Willicorns

suaded him to become the candidate.
There is no way that NCPAC is going to
help John Melcher, and in fact they've
already hurt,” Barrett added.

William’'s campaign literature
pledges that he will accept no out-of-
state money, except for the regulated
amount offered by the National Republi-
can Party. Lately, he has charged that
Melcher received funds from large cor-
porations and out of state special inter-
ests who receive favorable votes from
the senior Senator.

Melcher's troops are sensitive about
the issue of campaign finances, but are
quick to point out that with NCPAC also
running against Melcher, the Demo-
crats are bound to spend more than the
Republicans.

“Williams® claim that he is taking no
out-of-state money is bullshit, and you
can quote me,"” said Joe Lamson, Execu-
tive Secretary of the Montana Demo-
cratic Party. “That's what a con-artist
would like you to believe” Lamson
pointed to the $80,000 available to Wil-
liams from the Republican Party as a
“healthy chunk of out of state bucks.”

“The Republicans are getting their
money from the same big bad corpora-
tions they accuse Melcher of support-
ing,” Lamson said. "If you add together
the $400,000 Williams says he’ll raise
in-state, plus his $80,000 from the
Republicans, plus 200,000 of NCPAC
moncy, you'll see that he and John have
nearly equal budgets.”

It's a sign of the times that issues have
hardly surfaced so far in this race. Larry
Williams™ ads say that he is “good for
people! good for Montana,” but they
don't say how. He claims that he is the
first man in decades to bring a President
to Montana — and he did. Ronald Rea-
gan rode a horse in Billings and talked
about jackasses on the Potomac. At a
Republican fundraiser the two sat side
by side in front of an American flag that
seemed larger than a gridiron.

In one of John Melcher's ads the Sena-
tor is whittling down a wooden bureau-
crat with a pocket knife, and that is an
indication of cutting back on govern-
ment. Or maybe just nervousness,

The only Senatorial candidate who
has dirtied himself much with issues is
Larry Dodge, a post card producer from
Helmville, who is running — or rather
rowing — as a Libertarian. This summer,
Dodge canoed his way on rivers to some
60 Montana towns with an articulate
appeal for less government, no North-
ern Tier, and wilderness areas managed
by environmental groups.

Who will win?

Williams' recent poll says that he's
“seven points behind and closing,”

Melcher’s recent poll says 54 percent
o 27 percent in favor of Melcher.

Larry Dodge says he was up to seven
percent in June, “but after all those riv-
ers I'm sure I'm higher now.”

Don Snow is a freelance writer in Ste-
vensville, Montana, and a contributing
editor to High Country News. This arti-
cle was paid for by the HCN Research
Fund.




