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Mormons nix MX ... Watt reviews
regs ... Grizzly study axed ... Colo.
nongames nonfunded .., Wild lands
release ... and more.

NOBLE CAUSE 6
Ed Noble, Reagan's choice to head
the Synthetic Fuels Corporation, is
getting low marks from industry.
He favors private sector develop-

ment of synfuels

JUNIPER JOLTS
Tapping Colorado’s Yam

lor hydroelectric power has
nated dam builders since the turn
| of the century, but critics continue |
to dewater the Juniper-Cross

Mountain project plans

| PADDLEFISH 8
Whoever would have thought pol

ion in Russia and the Iranian
crisis would endanger an obscure
fish in the Missouri River? The
world's appetite for caviar is hurt-
ing the ancient paddlefish.
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No room in this field for the ybung

by Michael Moss

LAFAYETTE, Colo. — Since great-
grandfather Sabatino sailed over from
Italy in the 1880s, the Domenico family
has grown wheat, barley and alfalfa on
these 80 acres of Front Range foothills.

Succeeding generations hive re-
worked the soil; today the farm still
produces income, though 80 acres is not
enough to support the growing family.
Joe Domenico also holds down a town
job, while his wife Helen and sister
shoulder the remaining chores. Visit-
ing children are always put to work.

A eentury after Sabatino, however,
the Domenico homestead may be rais-
ing its last crops. The farm is on the
Lafayette fringe, a few miles from
ever-growing Boulder Encroaching
subdivisions portend the same fate that
has already paved ‘their neighbors’
fields: it's only a matter of seasons, the
Domenivos fear, before their fields be-
eome suburban homes' backyards,

Cindy, Joellen and Robert, the fourth
generation of Domenicos in America,
dream of carrying on the family's ag-
ricultural tradition Bul none of the
three can afford to buy his or het own
farm. and the 80 acres, pressured on all
sides by development. is no longer
enough to support even one family in
today’s era of large-scale agriculture,

Inflated land values and sky-high,
unreachable financing have created an
economic picture that discourages
young ranchers and farmers through-
out the Rocky Mountains

NOWHERE TO START

Increasingly in today's agricultural
worldy a younger person, however in-
tenton farming, has nowhere to make a
start. Land is too expensive. The start-
upcosts are too great. Operating capital
is too costly to borrow

The situation draws a mixed reac-
tion. It's distressful for watchdogs of the
family farm, who see rural America
weakened as the number of “small”
homesteads dwindles. Others more in-
clined towards agri-business remain
confident that enough farmers are
making a start to sustain an industry
that needs larger, more mechanized op-
erations to survive the 20th century.

To the young person, however, with a
farming appetite whetted by years in
4-H or the Cowbelles or working on the
family farmstead, the difficulty of get-
ting started causes frustration and an-
guish. If there's help on the horizon, it's
as fickle as the weather.

The average age of today’s farmer or
rancher is nearing 60, and persons over
55 own nearly 57 percent of the nation’s
non-corporate farmland. Individuals
under 40 years of age own less than-12

AT e 5 A
LANDER FARMER Garry Trautman has sidestepped the obstacles to
starting a new farm these days. But many other young agriculturalists
face a hopelessly bleak economic picture, and many eager starters are
being put on hold.

of every 100 acres

While nearly half a million persons
under 35 entered the agricultural trade
between 1964 and 1974, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture is projecting
fewer than 285,000 start-ups in the
next two decades.

That trend will lead to just three per-
cent of America's farmers owning one
half of the country’'s farmland. The
causes include escalating farmland
prices (up four-fold since 19701, soaring
interest rates on loans (up six-fold since
1967), and ever-increasing start-up
costs, now averaging $200,000 to
$500,000 for a moderate size, modern
farm or ranch. (By comparison, the cost
of starting a retail store today is about
$44,000.)

THE LUCKY ONES

Not all young agriculturalists have
been snubbed by bottom-line
economics. A few lucky ones have sides-

tepped their way into the business.

Patti and Garry Trautman are
29-year-old agriculture graduates of
the University of Wyoming at Laramie.
They have a country home near Lander,
Wyo. with chickens, a milk cow and
four young children, all of which Patti’s
mother frequently babysits while Patti
helps Garry turn the soil.

The 231 acres they're now planting
grew enough hay last year to pull her
uncle's drought-stricken cattle in east-
ern Wyoming through the winter.
Patti, sitting on the ground in front ofan
idle plow while she waits for Garry to
come in from the field, says they are
lucky: Their days are filled with work
they love and neighbors they cherish, in
a community they have long called
home. As young ranchers, they are both
lucky and an anomoly.

But even they have a problem. The
land they’re now toiling over 16 hours a

day is not theirs.

“r =+ ({continued on' page 10)
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Dear Priends,

Every so often, HCN becomes
embroiled in a dispute about a story
that results in a furious exchange
of letters among the people written
about, the author of the piece and
the editors. Such is the case regard-
ing our recent article about the
Colorado Grizzly (HCN, 3-20-81),
While the topics of these disputes
vary, the chain of events is usually
the same — a person written about
feels wronged and questions the
{ validity of the story and the integ-
rity of the author in everything
from his reporting to his natural
hair coloring. The author feels
wronged and demands space to de-
fend himself and his piece.

This could goon ad infinitum. So
HCN's editors have an internal
policy regarding the handling of
such arguments.

The bagic rule is that the subject
of a story who feels misrepresented
has a right to present an alterna-
tive point of view. The author has
i had his or her say, so both the read-
ers and the subject of the piece have
a right to reply. We have a natural
aversion to detailed “Editor’s
notes” at the end of a letter. An
article should stand on its own
When there is a dispute, the reader
can go back to the original and de-
cide for himself who is right. Hence,
you will see few lengthy "Author
il replies” blurbs in HCN.

HCN makes every effort to check
the basic facts behind a story before
publication. On letters, we tend to
let the eorrespondent sound off
il without our meddling. This offends
some of our writers. One recently
said: "If letter-writers stories were
checked out as carefully as are
those of authors, many letters
would never see print.”

Not a bad point. But more often
letters concern the author's hair-
coloring, not the substance of the
story. When a letter rebuts the un-
derlying facts of a story, and not
merely the interpretation of the
facts, we will give the author a
chance to clarify the facts, when
possible.

So even as we lay out the rules,
we're creating the loophole. On
page 15, you'll see it all in action.
John Roberts, author of the article
on Colorado grizzlies, wrote us in
response to letters from the Col-
orado Division of Wildlife, which
were written in response to
Roberts’ piece inHCN...youcan see
how it goes.

— the staff

fdr =

Whenever Western farmers gather to
talk, the discussion inevitably turns to
the woes of drought, heat. pestz and
poor soils. For 3000 years, Indian far-
mers have also been struggling with
these problems.

Although all their techniques are not
neceszarily applicable to modern ag-
riculture, ancient agriculiuralist= did
passon one potentially valuable legacy:
hardy seedstocks.

Native American crops have de
veloped a resistanee te drought. heat.
blight, salt, root knot nematodes and
other pests. Some grow =oquickly that
they mature in 60 days, thereby avoid-
ing the stress of late season dreught-
altogether. Many are finely adapted 1o
local conditions. producing reliable
yields of highly nutritious beans.
grains. or vegetables in environments
much too severe for other nen-adapted
cTops.

Many of the crop varieties that sus-
tained native Americans for centuries
are so rare they can be considered “en-
dangered.” As their land and water re-
sources were usurped over the last two
centurieg, Indians had difficulty main-
taining many of these traditional var-

-eties. Special kinds of squash, flint

corns, jack beans, sunflowers, and leafy
vegetables have already disappeared,
never tobe grown again. Others persist
in just a few Indian villages. Cul-
tivators are often not aware that their

WILD SPECIES OF sunflowers, beans, chiles and gourds thrive under Karen
Reichhardt's watchful green thumbs. The Southwest Traditional Crop Conser-
vaney Garden in Tueson is preserving a remnant of ancient agriculture.

wwggey D

seedstocks are unique, let aloene 1ar
At the same time. many wild relu
tives of more commen crops have be
come increasingly scarce on Wi
wild lands. Wild species of sunilowers
gourds, beans and chiles are now

regional endangered spec =
lated by overgrazing and habitat r
1pulation
able. especially as donors of genes u
their cultivated kin. and have been
uged in breeding improved. hardy
commercial crop- within recent de
cades

To conserve these seedstocks and
make them available to a large:
number of farmersand gardeners in the
West, the Southwest Traditional Crop
Conservancy Garden and Seed Bank
was set up in Tucson, Ariz

These plants are alsc

The most rewarding aspect of this
effort 1s when we can fill requests for
=eed from the very people whose ances-
tors were responsible for the develop-
ment of these varieties: the Hopi, the
farmers of Taos Pueblo, the Yuma of the
Coloradoe Delta, and the Papago of
southern Arizona and northern Mex
ico," said Mahina Drees, garden man-
ager.

While native farmers receive top
priority, Drees says, some plant var-
ietiesare alsodistributed to community
garden projects, off-reservation subsis-
tence farmers and researchers.

— Gary Nabhan

| the earth are presently engaged.”
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Maormon leaders
find MX ungodly

The first presidency of the Church of
dJesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints has
expressed concern over the basing of
the MX missile in Utah and Nevada.
The church deplored the build-up of
vast arsenals of nuclear weaponry and
expressed concern about a large popu-
lation influx into the area, depletion of
water supplies and possible damage to
the fragile ecology of the area.

The statement, issued by LDS church
leaders Spencer W. Kimball, N, Eldon
Tanner and Marion G. Romney, said,
"By way of general chservation, we re-
peat our warnings against the terrify-

ing arms race in which the nations of |

The statement further said, "Inevit-
ably, so large a construction project tas
the MX) would have an adverse impact
on water resources, as well as sociologi-
cal and ecological factors in the area .

| Weare not averse toconsistent and sta-

ble population growth, but the influx of
tens of *housands of temporary workers
and their families together with those

involved in support services, would |

create grave socialogical problems

"Our fathers came to this western
area to establish 2 base from which to
carry the gospel of peace to the people of
theearth. It isironic, and a denial ofthe
very essence of that gospel, that in the
same general area there should be con-
structed a mammoth weapons system
potentially capable of destroying much
of civilization.”

After the statement. Gen. Richard H.
Ellis, commander of the Strategic Air
Command, accused the church of over-

looking its patriotic duty. The general |

said, "In its release, the Mormon
Church did not discuss the responsibil-
ity of its members as citizens pledged to

| defend our nation.”

A epokesman for the church said, “1
don't think you can read a lack of pat-
riotism into the church’s MX state-
ment.”

While the stand was apparently

well-received in Utah, the long-range |

political effect is less certain. Secretary |

of Defense Caspar Weinberger told a
Chicago luncheon that the MX is
"necessary and essential” to bring the
U.S. into a strong position relative to
the Russians.

Sen. Malcolm Wallop {R-Wyo.),
asked what effect the Mormon position
would have, said, "Tt ought not to have
any. [ am one who continues to believe
in the separation of church and state
They have a right to make a comment,
but the country has a right to defend
itself, and make its decisions on the
basisof national need ... [ honestly don't
think that project is going to hinge on
the support or oppesition of any church
group.”
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;nhen‘ur Becretary James Watt
Cold eye cast
on Interior regs

The Interic

mining rules Virtually the
m will b examined.
ral coal management pr

gas leasing programs

« and paperwork as-

d pas applications
. the memao od
“This review should also assess ap-
proaches for compliance with environ-
mental and operating regulations that
provide operators with greater flexibil-
iy

Wilderness Study Procedures and In-
| terim Management Policy will be re-
viewed "with the objective of
more flexibility for mineral exploration

permits to dril

allowing

view should also develop proposals for
returning areas not suitable for wilder-
ness classification to multiple use,”

Watt alse wants to look over rules
that were proposed toward the end of
the Carter administration but which
have not yet become final. The major
programs falling in this category are
the regulations for the Alaskan Wild-
life Refuges and National Park System
and the rules enforcing the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act.

A third category consists of those
areas identified by bureaus and offices
which can take immediate action. Most
of these are very specific and several
deal with paperwork
requirements.

Department has iden- |

wed with the objective |

within wilderness study areas. The re- |

JI°M vy

Colorado’s nationally acclaimed en-
dangered wildlife program faces a
budgetary drought that state officials
say will mean an end to numerous
species recovery projects.

The Colorado program has gained
much of its fame from an innovative
funding scheme that allows taxpayers
to subsidize the programs with a por-
tion of their state tax payments. The
tax checkoff netted the state Division of
Wildlife some $650,000 last year.

Ironically, that success now trans-
lates into an equally sizable budget cut.
At press time, Congress was likely to
aceept a Reagan administration budget
that eliminates $4 million in federal
matching grants, with Colorado losing
8550.000.

:Such a 40 percent cut in the state
program’s total budget, said John Tor-
res, head of the state Division of
Wildlife's non-game species program,
will mean abandoning many of the
agency's projects. He predicted the

s
WHITE

PELICANS end other endanger:

Feds wallet closed to Colo. wildlife

agency would have to scrap recovery
efforta for the greenback cutthroat
trout, the white pelican, and the san-
dhill crane, as well as general species
inventories of the South Platte, Arkan-
sas and Colorado Rivers.

Staff levels, however, will remain
largely undiminished. None of the
division's 14 permanent workers, and
only 12 of 34 seasonal worker positions
would be cut, Torres said.

"We've tried everything to find fund-
ing for these programs and it seems like
we're at the end,” he said.

Torres, an outspoken defender of his
agency’s endangered species program,
also eriticized efforts to tap the funds
gained from the tax checkoff for other
programs. Although legislation to split
the proceeds with the state parks
agency failed to pass the legislature
this year, legislators have traditionally
extracted as much as $175,000 a year
from the endangered species budget for
park and other non-wildlife projects,

sy

ed Colorado wildlife may loge human

helping hands as federal dollars for recovery efforts dry up.

BUEIE PIABE

Congress mulls water council shift

A Reagan administration proposal to
disband the federal Water Resources
Council {(WRC) and shift much of its
oversight power to the Department of
Interior is meeting some resistance in
Congress,

At press time, the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works and the House

-Public Works and Transportation

Committees were working on a May 15
deadline to consider rescinding the
WRC's budget authority. The WRC's
future was getting the committee
leadership’s attention.

The administration, which has called
the WRC a “graveyard of projects” in its
criticism of the interagency panel’s
water resource policy reviews, wants to
move the WRC function under Secret-
ary of Interior James Watt's control.
Those powers include the divvying of
research and development grants to
states, as well as specific project review.
Overall water resource policies would

be reviewed by a cabinet level team
headed by Watt.

Opposing the shift, Sen. James Abd-
nor (R-8.1.) has introduced legislation
that would retain an independent in-
teragency policy board.

Fizscal conservatism, dominant in
‘Washington politics these days, has en-
couraged opponents of federal water
projects to argue against dam construe-
tion on ic grounds, fi 1
citing poor cost-to-benefit ratios.

But environmentalists and others
express discouragement at the
administration’s policy towards the
WRC, and water projects in general.

“The administration, especially
Watt, has a traditional pork barrel
perspective on water projects,” said one
environmental lobbyist who asked not
to be identified. * ek PR,
dangle projects in front of Western gov-
ernors for political ends.”

May 15, 1981 — Hi
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‘Release’ bill push

Conservationists are up in arms
about a wilderness release bill spon-
sored by Sen. 8.1. Hayakawa (R-Calif.)
which would place all 36 million acres
allocated to non-wilderness by the
RARE II(Second Roadless Area Review
and Evaluation) into permanent non-
wilderness management by the Forest
Service. The legislation is supported by
the Reagan administration, but Wil
derness Society head William Turnage
called it a "narrow special interest bill™
for purchasers of federal timber.

In addition to the release provisions,
the bill sets deadlines for the comple-
tion of action on areas recommended for
wilderness — January, 1985 for West-
ern lands and January, 1983 for East-
ern lands. If Congress has not placed
the areas into wilderness by 1988, the
lands automatically become non-
wilderness. In addition, the bill protects
RARE II from judicial review.

Peter Coppelman, forest issues
specialist for the Wilderness Society,
said, “The nationwide bill is simply to
put an end to the RARE II process. The
approach doesn't create a single area of
wilderness. The supposed emergency
that spurred this bill simply doesn't
exist

areas designated non-wilderness are
not being managed for that purpose and

it simply isn't s0. There were a hillion
board feet of timber sold on RARE 11
non-wilderness lands lastyear and they
expect another billion this 5

Sen, John Melcher (D-Mont.), wha

release for the past two vears and
serves on the Senate Agriculture
Committee, said, "I have strong objec-
tions to the way (this bill} is waving the’

sors — Hayakawa, Sens. James
ire (R-Idaho), Jesse Helms
1, Howell Heflin (D-Ala.) and
ymms (R-Idaho) — but he did_
not join as a co-spensor, Melcher favors
letting those lawsuits currently in the
courts continue and allowing Congress
to determine the fate of wilderness and
further planning areas at its own pace.

In Colorado, for which a statewide
wilderness bill was successfully ham-
mered out in Congress last year, con-
servationists and Sen. Gary Hart (D)
and Rep. Hank Brown (R) argue that
their approach is more reasonable. "It
can be done in other states,” said Clif-
ton Merritt of the American Wilderness
Alliance in Denver, noting that com-
promises included the immediate re-
lease of lands not likely to ever be elas-
sified as wilderness,

Hard on the heels of the Hayakawa
release bill came Rep, James Santini's
(D-Nev.) National Mineral Security
Act. Santini wants to establish "a coh-
erent national minerals policy to avoid
the existing and impending challenge
of a major minerals crisis.”

Conservationists are most upset
about a Santini provision that would
extend the deadline for new mining
claims within existing wilderness areas
until Dec. 31, 1993. Under the Wilder-
ness Act of 1964, mining claims in wil-
derness areas can be staked until Dec.
31, 1983.

Santini lined up 39 co-sponsers of his
bill in the House, including Rep.
Richard Cheney (R-Wyo.) and Ray
Kogoveek (D-Colo.).

= supported gome sort of wilderness |

The bill's sponsors argue that |
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Budget mauls Cabinet grizzly study; ASARCO starts its own

Budget cuts may mean the end of a
grizzly study by bear authority Dr.
Charles Jonkel in the Cabinet Moun-
tain Wilderness and the Kootenai Na-
tional Forest in northwest Montana,
but the company whose drilling may be
endangering the grizzlies has an-
nounced a study of its own.

The Cabinet grizzlies have been the
focus of concern from wildlife experts
since ASARCO, Inc., began mineral ex-
ploration jn the area last year. Conser-
vation groups sought unsuccessfully in
court to stop ASARCO from drilling.

Jonkel, head of the University of
Montana Border Grizely Project, last
year began studying habitat and bears
in the Cabinets. He was funded with
$10,000. from Kootenai National
Forest.

But last month, federal and state
agency officials met and decided they
could not afford another year of
Jonkel's work. "With the current
budget erunch we're experiencing we
don’t have that flexibility,” said a
Kootenai spokesman. He added that
the forest officials still hoped to gather
information on grizzly habitat — but
that there were potentially 800,000
acres of it in the area.

ASARCO, meanwhile, has hired Dr
Albert Erickson, of the University of
Washington, to begin its own study of

the bear population in the Cabinets
Erickson has flown the area in a com-
pany helicopter, but will not begin in-
tensive work on the ground until next
year.

Jonkel remained philosophical about
the halt to his study. His Border Grizzly
Project continues to study bear popula-
tions in the Bob Marshall Wilderness
and elsewhere in northern Montana, and
he recently became involved ina grizzly
study on the Blackfeet Reservation adj-
acent to Glacier National Park
Numerous bear attacks have taken

place in the vicinity of the Glacier-

Metcalf wilds up

The proposed Lee Metealf Wilderness
area in southwestern Montana got a
boost last week from a poll that showed
stronger than expected support for pro-
tection of roadless areas, and relatively
small, but vocal, opposition from
snowmobilers in Gallatin County.

Legislation to create the wilderness
is expected to be introduced soon in
Congress. The bill, sponsored by Sen
John Melcher (D) and supported by the
entire Montana delegation, is the result
of a compromise between conser-
vationists and Melcher, who wanted to
allow Burlington-Northern access to
some of its timber holdings in the Jack
Creek area. Some other BN holdings in
the proposed wilderness area would
have tobe traded for other public lands.

But Gallatin National Forest officials
still disagree with the half-million acre
Madison-Gallatin Alliance proposal. A
Forest Service report including public
opinion information gathered from
public hearings is expected soon and
spokesman Ross MacPherson said it
draws a more negative conclusion
about public attitudes towards the
proposed wilderness,

Michael Bond, of Public Resources
Management, Inc., conducted the poll
for the Madison-Gallatin Alliance and
several other Montana conservation
groups. He talked to a random sampl-
ing of 304 people in the county. Bond
found a high use of the Gallatin and
Beaverhead National Forests by locals,
primarily for hiking, fishing, picniek-
ing, hunting and skiing. But the survey
only showed 10 percent of the popula-
tion used the forests for snowmobiling,
although snowmobilers have been
among the most active opponents of

in the Madison Mountains.

A high percentage (93 percent)
wanted no more roads in the forest; 86
percent wanted logging stopped if it de-
stroyed scenic values or wildlife.
Eighty-seven percent of those surveyed
agreed that the Forest Service should
trade for Burlington-Northern lands in
South Cottonwood Canyon and the Por-
cupine Creek elk range in Gallatin Ca-

JACK CREEK, which would be excluded from the Lec Metcalf Wilderness under
legislation to be proposed this year, begins at Lower Ulreys Lake, west of Big Sky

BT ’[‘."d ruonieN

“The Cabinet grizzlies are isolated.
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and very low numbers.” said Jonkel
"T've always felt that we shouldn't sink |
our money into them, if we can't sink |
enough — if that's the choice. T'd go |
where the bears are more numerous.”

Hank Fischer, the Defenders of Wild- |
life representative in Missoula, who led
the fight to block ASARCO's drilling in
the Cabinets, told the Missoulian:
“Everything they have done up there so
far to protect the bears is a sham unless
hey have that re

AN WETIM

nyon.

The current Lee Metcalf proposal
would include almost all of the Madison
Range west of the Madison River. The
Jack Creek area, owned by Burlington
Northern as part of federal land grants
made to railroads during the 1800s,
would now be excluded from the wil-

derness.

INQUEST DELAYED

A Pitkin County, Colo., inquest into
the deaths of 15 miners in the Dutch
Creek Mine No. 1 at Redstone has been
postponed after one day of hearings.
The county coroner told wire services
that the inquest would await the find-
ings of the U.S. Mine Safety and Health
Administration investigation, not ex-
pected for another two months. Since
the methane explosion in the mine,
questions have arisen about whether
the miners were killed outright or sur-
vived several hours, while rescue ef-
forts were delayed by safety precau-
tions imposed by federal mine officials.

LOW POTENTIAL
Three potential wilderness are:

as, the

Powderhorn Instant Study Area near
Gunnizon, Colo., Bear Trap Canyon In-
stant Study Area near Bozeman, Mont
and the Scab Creek Instant Study Area
in Sublette County, Wyo., have low
mineral and ene

area includes 51,000 acres of Bureau of

nickel values”™ and "no potential for
il or gas.”

evaluated for wilderness ptential

CACHE STASHED

A draft environmental statement on |

proposed oil and gas drilling in the
Cache Creek area near Jackson, Wyo.,
has been delayed until June. The con-
troversial proposals by the National
Cooperative Refinery Association and
Getty Oil, Inc., have generated strong
local opposition. The U.S. Forest Ser-
vice said more extensive staff review of
the document was necessary by the
Forest Service and the U.S, Geological

Survey. Cache Creek is a favorite area |

of many Jackson locals; Getty's site is

| on Little Granite Creek, within the

proposed Gros Ventre Wilderness.

SEVERANCE VOTE

Spurned by the state legislature this
year, a Denver-based environmental
groupis pushing for a voter referendum
next year to get a new Colorado sever-
ance tax. The legislature’s failure to
even hold hearings on the propesal to
increase the state’s fossil fuelstax wasa
major defeat for Gov. Dick Lamm (D},
who had called its enactment one of his
top priorities. Lamm is backing efforts
by People for Renewable Energy
Sources to seek a ballot initiative.
PRES secretary More Wolfson told the
Denver weekly Westword that the tax
is necessary for financing a transition
to renewable energy sources, as well as
providing energy impact assistance.

Land Management ome small
mines were established near Pow-
derhorn to explore for precious metals,
but the 17SGS said [urther exploration
would be “economically unfeasible
Approximately 10,000 acres in the Scab |
Creek area, southeast of Pinedale. |
| Wya., were evaluated as having some
low-grade thorium and poor potential
for oil and gas. Bear Trap Canvon in |
southwestern Montana showed “low
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DEEP CREEK WEAK

U.8. Forest Service Chief Max Peter-
s0n this week rejected an appeal by con-
Servation groups trying to stop oil and
gas leasing in the Deep Creek-
Regervoir North Further Planning
Area, which borders the Bob Marshall
Wilderness in Montana. Oil and gas
leasing in the area could now go ahead
in the 42,000-acre tract, unless wilder-
| ness advocates go to court or appeal
Peterson’s ruling to the Bureau of Land
Management. (The BLM is charged
with approving energy leases on all
public lands.) The area, which contains
abundant wildlife, received the Forest
Service's highest wilderness potential
rating during the Second Roadless Area
Review and Evaluation (RARE ID.

©I979, GRES SLE

FERTILIZING OIL
Indian Head Refining Co., a Casper,
Wyo. firm which recycles used motor oil
into reusable crude, reports that a new
| refining methed it has discovered not
only increases the vield of recoverable
0il to 90 percent, but also creates fer-
tilizer suitable for house or garden
plants in the process. "Damn fool luck,”
is how a company official described the
discovery, although he also said the
search for a new method was prompted
by objections from the Environmental
Protection Agency to the old process.

FINDING A PIPE PATH

The American Natural Resources Co.
has filed an application with the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission to
build a natural gas pipeline from
Cheyenne, Wyo,, to Greensburg, Kan-
sag, The $140 million project will carry
gas from Wyoming's Wind River Basin,
and will connect with the company's
Michigan Wisconsin Pipe Line Co. in
Kansas. The proposed Pathfinder
Pipeline would transport 175 million
cubic feet of gas per day, and will re-
quire a compressor station at the
Cheyenne end. The final Environmen-
tal Impact Statement on another pipel-
ine, the Trailblazer pipeline from
Uinta Co., Wyo., to Gage Co., Neb., has
been released by the Bureau of Land
Management. This one will carry
665,000 cubic feet of gas daily. Copies of
the EIS are available from the BLM
offices in Cheyenne, Rawlins and Rock

TROUT, LOOK OUT!

Development along and around the
North Fork of the Flathead River in
northwestern Montana could disrupt
two-thirds of the spawning beds of bull
trout or Dolly Varden in the area, ac-

cording to a recent study. The annual

report of the Flathead River Fishery
Study, conducted for the long-running
Flathead River Basin Environmental
Impact Study, brought bad news, espe-
cially for bull trout. Already having lost
half its spawning areas with the con-
struction of the Hungry Horse Dam on
one of the Flathead tributaries, the big
fish may lose maore to oil and gas de-
velopment, timbering, and plans to di-
vert the waters of Howell Creek for a
coal mine operation northwest of
Glacier National Park.

SABOTAGE DANGER

National black-outs could result if
terrorists ever attack the vulnerable
national power grid, according to a re-
cent report from the General Account-
ing Office, an agency serving the U.S.
Congress. An executive order now ten
years old required the Energy Depart-
ment to plan for such an emergency, but
the GAO found no planning had been
done, due to budgetary constraints,

PAVING BUTTE

Crested Butte Mayor W. Mitchell
took an uncharacteristic pro-
develppment position last week in sup-
porting a plan to pave the Colorado ski
resort town's streets, Most of the resi-
dents testifying at a city council meet-
ing opposed the paving, fearing a big-
city intrusion into the small town. Said
Mitchell, however, "Having asphalt
ribbong running through offends my
town, but the dust over town offends it
even more.”

THIN EGGS

The reproductive failure of Colorado
ospreys may be due to pesticide con-
tamination. according te the Colorado
Division of Wildlife. From a total of 12
active nests in the state, only one young
has been fledged in each of the past two
vear=. Eggshells collected by biologists
contained DDE, a by-product of DDT
and averaged a 22 percent thickness
reduction. Aecording to division raptor
specialists Jerry Craig. the birds ap-
parently pick up the pesticide while
wintering in Latin America

MOVE WEST, MOVE UP
A recent Commerce Department
study reports that the South and West,
and Alaska, are on the rise. Alaska's
per capita income is now over $12,000
annually, highest in the country, fol-
lowed by Connecticut and California.
Wyoming is fifth on the list. While the
Rocky Mountain region is still well
below the Northeast in per capita

Barbed wire

Federal Register, January 23,
1981, p.7651 — "Comment: If you
build a highway, it is bad for dogs,
rabbits, oppossums and field rats
and such that get run over by cars
and trucks, but it is good for crows
and buzzards that eat dead meat.

"Response: The (U.8. Fish and
Wildlife) Service has not come ac-
ross many instances where crows
and buzzards could be considered
scarce, but when such a eircums-
tance can be documented and ver-
ified, the Service will certainly try
to protect and enhance valuable
highway habitat.”

The May-June issué of Wet: the
M ine of G t Bathing

wealth, the dollars, like the pop

are moving this way. Colorada’s aver-
age income rose between 1970 and 1980
from $3,833 to $9,964; Idaho went from
$3.243 to $8.126; Mentana rose from
$3,395 to $8,445; Utah climbed from
£3,169 to §7,485; and Wyoming jumped
from $3,672 to $10,692,

Calling itself one of the “largest pub-
licly held solar companies,” United
Solar Associates, Inc., Denver, has just
been formed through the merger of
Solar Industries and Solar Control
Corp. United President Larry Stor-
dahl said his new firm's "aggressive”
expansion plan includes acquiring
small solar firms in several other
states.

UTAH SWEET-N-SOUR

Energy company executives whose
companies are drilling in the Over-
thrust Belt near the Wyoming-Utah
border, are threatening to build their
sour gas sweetening plants in the Bee-
hive State now that Wyoming has
brought such plants under its Indus-
trial Siting Act. An Amoco representa-
tive recently told the Petroleum As-
sociation of Wyoming that if
Wyoming's siting requirements delay
projects two or more years, they might
slip across the border. A spokesman for
the siting council said their review pro-
cess normally takes no more than six
months.

announces the invention of the
solar-powered electric chair. The
magazine warns that the $5,000
price tag “might seem a little steep,
especially for smaller states.”

s

"My signature on the Hne 1s
worth g0 many millions to an-oil
company. but what do you think it's
worth to my bank?”

— John Fraher

United States Geological Survey

Rocks Springs, Wyo.

Pl

State officialskeep saying things
are all right at the Montana En-
vironmental Quality Council. No-
thing to worry about, despite a crit-
ical article in the Montana Eagle,
a fledgling state weekly, and grous-
ing in the legislature about the
council's "lack of credibility and
failure to defend the environment.”
Most of the criticism has centered
on EQC director Terry Carmody,
but Council Chairman Dennis
Iverson (R-Whitlash) says he is not
out to can Carmody. All he's doing
is advertising for applications for
Carmody’s job — “but he (Car-
mody) can apply for the job, just
like anyone else.” Sounds like a
wonderful place to work. Said Sen.
Dorothy Eck (D-Bozeman), a new
couneil member: "It's surprising
how many people have offered con-
dolences."

Silver Lining Department:
Membership in the Sierra Club is
up 24,000 since the November elec-
tions, topping 200,000 nationwide.
The new total is the highest ever
and a goal the club had originally
set for all of 1981. Said Regional
Representative Bruce Hamilton,
“We ought to make James Watt our
honorary membership chairman.”

|_Springs,
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Yampa’s floodwaters carry boaters and dreams of a dam

by Michael Moss

CRAIG, Colo. — Jim Pughe's father
emigrated to this northwestern Col-
orado valley to practice law in 1909.
Glendon Culverwell's father came tvio
years later to run cattle and raise gar-
den crops. Ever since, the two families
have staked opposite sides on an issue
that recurs as regularly as the spring’s
green offering.

Their battleground is the Yampa
River, one of three major Colorado riv-
ers that, despite more than 100 small
diversions along its 150 miles, regu-
larly scours its channel with spring
flood waters. The issue is a much larger
dam that would finally harness the
Yampa waters.

The specifics have fluctuated with
the region’s needs, but there have been
proposals to dam the Yampa in a major
way since 1905, The latest plan, which
combines several earlier schemes, for-
mally took root four years ago when the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) granted the 12-county
Colorade River Water Conservation
District a permit to study the matter
and apply for a construction license.

FERC, which could take as long as '

four years to consider the matter, is in-
volved because the project’s main pur-
Pose is power. As proposed, two dams
would be planted 25 and 50 miles west
of Craig, respectively, nine miles apart
on the Yampa.

The one million-acre-foot upper re-
servoir, called the Juniper, would be
the state’s largest man-made water

roelectric turbines could jump from a
standstill to 98 megawatt production
virtually instantaneously as demand
requires — a virtue unshared by coal
plants.

The dams’ reservoirs, just 30 miles
north of the oil shale rich Piceance
Basin, would also provide much of the
water needed for extracting that energy
source.

“The Department of Interior’s request for
further studies is merely ‘paralysis by

analysis.” ”

— Rolly Fischer

body and would feed the lower reser-
voir, one-fifth its size, with enough flow
to turn out some 350 million kilowatt
hours of electricity every year.

It's not the quantity of power that
turns on the project’'s promoters, how-
ever; the Craig-Hayden region already
produces billions of kilowatts through
four, and soon to be five, coal-fired
power plants. Rather, the project’s sel-
ling point is the guality of power,
known as peaking power. The hyd-

And there'd be a host of other benefits
say proponents: some 18,000 acres
might be irrigated into new cropland;
half a million tourists would boost the
local coffers by spending several mill-
ion dollars every year, attracted by
power boating, picnicking and ice fish-
ing; river rafting would be more feasi-
ble during the warmer month of August
rather than June; a regional history of
human habitation dating back to
11,000 B.C. would be recorded in a

$250,000 interpretive center; water
quality would improve in general, with
some sport fishes like rainbow trout en-
Joying clearer waters; and, perhaps
most significantly, the state of Colorado
would use its water rather than lose it
to Utah and other locales further along
the Colorado River system.

Best of all, proponents point out, no
federal funds will be used. It's all pri-
vate financing.

ANOTHER SIDE

For every promotional statistic the
project backers present, though, critics
of the Juniper-Cross Mountain scheme
raise centradictory data.

Among the critics until recently was
the federal Department of Interior.
Until the present administration took
office, the agency's concerns were wide
ranging. From 4,000 to 7,000 acres of
rich farmland would be flooded, with no
guarantees that any of the new irriga-
tion would oeccur as project propenents
suggest.

The loss of riparian wildlife habitat
would threaten several endangered
species of fish. Salinity and tempera-
ture changes downstream could upset
delicate balances downstream. White

capitol currents

by Lonnie Rosenwald
and Lavinia Edmunds

If environmentalists have found a
bright spot in Ronald Reagan s first one
hundred days, it's been in the area of
synthetic fuels.

Reagan’s budget director, David
Stockman. fervently crusaded against
spending federal money to build
commercial-size synfuels plants. Al-
though Stockman was unable to con-
vince the president to trim much from
the $20 Billion that’s in the budget for
new plants and research this year. he
can take comfort in the man Reagan
chase to spend it

Ed Nuble, |
tve vil man from Okiahoma who fi-
the Reagan appeintment-mold. 1
nomination redently to chin al
| Svnthetie Fuels Corpors

t paertdy o resand For lov

. is 4 wealthy conservir

it

n. inclading past mem
e Eagles, an elite club whos
ve S10.000 o1 more a year to
an Purty

Larmily main

ins the large but

rilded private Sumuel Roberts Nobl
Foundation, which has given millions
sfdollars to agricultural and cancer re-
seurch and conservative organizations
including the Heritage Foundation
Washington. In his younger vears
Noble converted a family oil fortune
into a real estate empire in Atlanta:
Noble remained in the political back-
ground until 1980, when he ran in
Oklahoma's Republican Senate prim-
ary and lost.

Missing from this resume is a record
of strong support for federal involve-
ment in energy. When he was picked
last fall to head Reagan's transition
team for the synfuels corporation,
Noble's only qualifying credential for
the post seemed to be his geology degree
from the University of Oklahoma. A
colleague on, the team described Noble

as "a quick study.” but members of the
sunfuels industry aren't =o charitable

“Ed Noble is not what youd call o
die-hard afficionado of synfuels,” one
energy company official said. He fear-

Noble "will adhere minimally to the
ntent of Congress and spend very little
ol it= money.”

One especially uneasy member of th
=vnluels industry predicted the pre-
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175000 a vear by former president
Carter. caused =uch a stir on Capitol
Hill that the acting corporation chair-
man valuntarily cut it to $69.600

At adollar a year, environmentalists
consider Noble a bargamn. Synfuels
won't "be a big issue for u it has
been in the past, predicted Mathew
MeWilliams of Envirenmental Action.

John Marshall Hobbs, executive vice
president of the Chamber of Commerce
in Noble's birthplace of Ardmore,
Okla., was also cheered by the nomina-
tion. Recently his town has been get-
ting all ite publicity from another of its
native sons — John W, Hinckley, Jr.,
the man accused of shooting President
Reagan.
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water boating now enjoyed each year
would be decreased as the Yampa's flow
is smoothed out to 3,000 cubic feet per
second.

A National Park Service study team
recommended in 1980 that 47 miles of
the Yampa downstream from the site be
designated a wild river — a classifica-
tion that disallows FERC permits for
upstream projects that "unreasonably
diminish” wild river values. Finally, the
Bureau of Land Management is study-
ing the Cross Mountain site for wilder-
ness status

Other critics of the Juniper-Cross
Mountain project include the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency, Na-
tional Wildlife Federation, the Col-
orado Open Space Council, Western
River Guides, and Empire Energy
Corp. (which owns nearby coal leases it
fears will be inundated) — a "coalition”
that project proponents view as a con-
spiratorial effort.

Significant among their objections to
the project is the question of need for
the dams’ electricity. which the Wild-
life Federation says has not been ade-
quately proven vell as the availabil-
ity of alternatives.

ANOTHER LOOK

In a seathing response to the Interior
Departmentand other comments. Rolly
Fischer. manager of the conservation
district. wrote to FERC last March dis-
puting all of the eriticisms. In short.
Fischer argued that the agencv's com-
ments and request for further studies
would not “gain new information but
rather delay the project. increase costs
t: the breaking point and ultimately
deteat the undertaking. In a word. ithe
agency feeks para » analysis.” ”

FERC. however. stood by 112 request
tor a wealth of new intormation about
the project — data the commission felt
WaS necessary to complete an environ-
mental impact statement required be-
fore it eould issue or deny a construction
permit.

Project proponents have found more
svmpathy in the Reagan administr-
ation. On March 24, under Secretary of
the Interior Donald Hodel wrote to
FERC announcing the agency was
withdrawing its comments on the pro-
ject to undertake a “full scale reevalua-
tion.”

The reevaluation, said Dan Sant, who
is coordinating the restudy for the Of-
fice of Policy Administration and
Budget, should be completed by June.

Sant said he iz primarily concerned
with ensuring the agency has ade-
quately coordinated its comments with
other agency analyses on wilderness
designation for Cross Mountain and
wild and scenic river designation of the
Yampa. Sant denied charges that the
agency was attempting to rescind past
eriticism of the project.

BACK HOME

And then there's Glendon Culver-
well. His objection is that the project
would flood some 2,000 acres of his land
— one acre of which, he wrote the local
paper last month, would “raise enough
garden crops..to feed our family of six
people.”

For Culverwell, the solution is td
move the larger Juniper dam site halfa
mile up river, saving all but 700 acres of
his land.

“But hell,” he said in a phone inter-
view, "they won't believe this dumb old
farmer.”

Among the disbelievers is Jim
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dams.

THE YAMPA RIVER flowing through northwest

ern Colorado is one of the state’s last three rivers that
seasonally flood. For years, the Yampa has lured both whitewater boaters and people with dreams of

Jaumng plasq

Pughe, the conservation district’s local
representative. "All vou need to do is
get a topo map to see he's wrong,” he
said.

Pughe easily rolls off the statistics
used to counter criticism of the project,
and invokes historical precedence, ar-
guing that his father's participation in
efforts to expand the Dinosaur National
Monument was predicated on a promise
that water resource development up-
stream on the Yampa would not be
thwarted. “Now they're trying to dojust
that,” said Pughe.

But the biggest issue, Pughe argues,
is use it or lose it. “If we don't conserve
the water, it's just going to run down to
Arizona and Los Angeles, and boy, have
they blown it,” he said. "Give us a
chance to do it right, is what we're ask-
ing, and we can't conserve it if we don’t
store it."

The next stepsin the controversy are
completion of an environmental impact
statement by FERC, public hearings
before an administrative law judge, and
finally, a permit decision by FERC.

Meanwhile, just like spring's green
growth, the debate rolls on. "I thought I

Pughe said of Culverwell after meeting
him on the post office steps. "He was
friendly and all smiles. And then I
found out why.”

Culverwell had just mailed oft
ancther blistering letter to the local
newspaper editor.

Larsen’s—
——Bicycles

255 E. 2nd 5t., Powell, WY 82435
1307) 754-5481

Schwinn Raleigh

WATER:

You can’t live without it.
Neither can Wyoming.

Join the POWDER RIVER BASIN RESOURCE COUNCIL
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Send to: Powder River Basin Resource Council
48 N, Main (Upstairs)
idan, WY 82801
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Q: What's seven feet tall, lays $200 egg:

and has been around since th

by Hank Fischer

Montana's highly unique paddlefish,
a relic from the days of dinosaurs, now
faces 20th century problems; its eggs
are valuable for caviar, and a large
commercial market has developed.

These huge, long-billed fish, which
live in the Missouri and Yellowstone
Rivers, may be Montana's most un-
usual wildlife species. Archeological
evidence suggests paddlers have been
around for nearly 60 million years, long
enough to see pterodactyls and saber-
toothed tigers come and go. Yet in the
eighty brief years of this century, pad-
dlefish populations have plummeted to
the point where many fisheries
biologists fear for the fish's future.

Paddlefish were once native to many
parts of the Mississippi River system,
but pdllution, dams and overfishing
have taken a heavy toll, Only a few
rivers in the United States still main-
tain healthy spawning populati for
now, at least, both Montana popula-
tions appear stable.

But serious threats to paddlefish
have developed in the past year. There
are threats to habitat, including a dam
proposal on the Missouri River, pipeline
i energy d and a

bill in Montana's Legislature to repeal
the state water reservation system

Second, and a bit more unusual, is the
commercial threat. The eggs of pad-
dlefish have become extremely valu-
able for =ale as caviar, bringing as
much as 340 per pound.

SLOWER THAN WHALES

These huge fish, which may grow to
seven feet and weigh 150 pounds, are
extremely long-lived, occasionally
reaching 30 years of age. Even more
remarkably, females only become sex-
ually mature at 12-14 years of age. In
other words, they must live more thana
decade before they can even begin to
replace themselves. Paddlers are
slower to reproduce than a grizzly bear,
a whale, or even an elephant. Because
of these quirks of biology, population
prohbl might not be app until it
15 too late to do anything.

If there’s any species that requires a
conservativé management approach,
it's the paddlefish. That's why wildlife
officials get so concerned when de-
velopments are planned in key pad-

- dlefish areas. These fish are not only
_ sensitive to pollution, but they also

have specific spawning requirements;
these include spawning beds and surges

(hin

in river flow that trigger reproduction,

Biologists fear that Montana Power
Co.'s proposed Carter Dam, which I
would be located on the Missouri River I
near Fort Benton, could cause serious "
problems for paddlefish. Similarly. the v
proposed Missouri River crossing for Q
the Northern Border Pipeline. they I
fear, could affect paddlefish spawning i
areas. I

Energy development, particularly
synthetic fuels. is a problem still on the ¢
horizon. These projects will require 1
large amounts of water. Presently, | t
Montana law permits water to be re- -
served instream for wildlife like the
paddlefish, but several bills have been
introduced in the Montana Legislature
to remove that provision,

While these habitat threats are seri-
ous, the problem of commercial exploi-
tation may even be trickier, The com-
mercial interest in paddlefish has been
exacerbated by the loss of caviar sup-
plies from Russia and Iran. Sturgeon in 1
Russian rivers and lakes have appar: ¢
ently been hurt by pollution, and Iran’
internal problems have slowed that
country's caviar trade. The rush on U.S.
paddlefish started in the spring of 1980.
According to Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks fisheries
biologist Al Elser, "The pressure at In- i
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He pointed out that the prices are
phenomenal. as much as $200 per fish.
“Apparently all the horror stories we
were hearing about the value of pad-
dlefish eggs were true,” said Elser. "Re-
ported values ranged from §18 to $40
sper pound) with some rumors of even
higher prices.”

According to Montana's Department
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, one well-
to-do egg-buyer from Tennessee — who
travels around the country in a Lear jet
— threatened to sue the state for not
allowing him to buy egge. Wildlife offi-
einls were quick to point out, however,
that Montana state law clearly pro-
hibits the sale of game fish such as pad-
dlers,

THE N.D. CONNECTION

The Tennessee egg-buyer apparently
moved his operations to North Dakota
when he met resistance in Montana
North Dakota has no such laws protect-
ing paddlefish. The result: paddlefish
were being legally taken in Montana,
transported to North Dakota, and then
sold for their caviar.

It was this chain of events that led to
an emergency meeting of the Montana

Fish and Game Commission last
spring. The Commission moved im-
mediately to close the paddlefishing
seasen. This colved the problem for
now, but fisheriez biologists concede
the paddler’s new value has created
management headaches.

Montana's current paddler fishing
season does not allow the standard hook
and worm. Paddlefish feed on plankton
and other microscopic life forms, so they
don't fall for the standard fish-fooling
lures. either, or even the smallest dry

flies. Paddlefish are caught by snag-

ging —dragging a treble hook through
the water and retrieving it in short
jerks. Paddlers tend to congregate at
the base of dams or diversions that
block their spawning runs. When the
paddlefish are running in the spring,
several thousand fishermen typically
gather at the Intake diversion dam
near Glendive, on the Yéllowstone
River. The limit is two fish pet season.
Despite this restrictive limit, state of-
ficials believe they are near the upper
limit of allowable kill. The Mantana
Fish and Game Commission adopted
a special paddlefish tagging system in
January, which should help regulate
the take. as well as give officials an idea
of how many fish are being taken.
One can expect to hear a few snickers

when people start yelling "Save the
Paddlefish!” But for those who aren’t
captivated by the peculiarity and anti-
quity of the paddler., and for those
wallet-watchers who always must ask,
What good i= it?". there’s another ans-
wer.

The paddlefish is of consider-
able impertance to comparative
biologists and physiclogists because of
the similarity of its blood’s immuniza-
tion responses to human's. Right now
medical researchers are using the pre-
historic paddlefish to try to find a cure
for cancer and the reasons for tissue
rejection in heart transplant patients.

It's difficult to comprehend the
amount of time that it takes for a com-
plex life form like the paddlefish to
evalve, Paddlefish have competed suc-
cessfully with other life forms for 60
millién years, while the oldest-human
speciés have only existed for about 4
millidn years. But history tells us that
once an animal becomes valuable to
humans, it often falls on hard times,
Caonsider the fate of the buffalo and pas-
senger pigeon.

Hank Fischer is the Montana rep-
resentative for Defenders of Wildlife.
Research for this article was paid forby
the HCN Research Fund.
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Young ranchers ...

{eontinued from page 1)

“All this,” said Patti, meaning both
the farmland and the machinery, "bel-
ongs to my father. He supplies the
meney and we supply the labor.”

The Trautmans are farm managers;
tenant farmers, of sorts. "It's not ideal,
being dependent on my parents,” said
Patti, "We'd like to have our own place,
but we simply can't afford it. We'd have
to move to Texas or someplace where
the land was much, much cheaper.”

Raised in Lander, Patti wouldn't
relish such a move. Later, however,
she and Garry say they'd make that
sacrifice just to keep farming. Said
Garry, “Unless you find someplace
where the land is still affordable,
there's only two ways to get into farm-
ing: inherit a farm or manage someone
else's.”

John Slutsky, 31, has done the un-
conventional by leasing a 75-cow dairy
operation near Ft. Collins, Colo. — an
opportunity that he says is a rarity.

And Lyle Schuetz, 36, says he luckily
beat the whole situation by acquiring
his 100-cow Loveland, Colo., dairy op-
eration three years ago, when interest
rates were 8 percent, his land was one-
half its current $6,000-an-acre value,
and cows were selling for $660, less
than half the current price tag.

But even the lucky ones have
economic problems. The Trautmans
continue their farming only as long as
her father keeps the land. The FHA last
year rejected John Slutsky’s proposal to
acquire a new goat herd dairy. And Lyle
Schuetz says operating costs are send-
ing him to some increasingly unsym-
pathetic bankers.

TIGHT FINANCING

To a young person with a financial
portfolio limited to determination anda
dream, borrowing the necessary money
to get started is increasingly difficult.
The traditional lenders are shying
away from even proven, established ag-
ricultural operations

The federal Farmers Home Ad-
ministration has had its loan budget
sharply cut back and has all but aban-
doned any efforts to finance start-ups.
The cooperative Production Credit As-
sociations and Farmers Federal Land
Banks have abandoned their special aid
to new farmers programs, initiated in
1970, and now subject new farmers to
the same criteria employed for estab-
lished operators. Most commercial
banks will hardly consider a start-up
proposal.

"There's a crying need to get, even
keep, young farmers in the business,”
said Leland Fife, a staffer in the Idaho
Department of Agriculture in Boise.
“Even when a parent dies (and there's

The part time farmer is a growing
phenomenon, with uncertain ramifications
for the rural agricultural social fabric.

an heir willing to take over), you see
farms going on the market. Farms are
selling at twice what they're worth, and
if the inheritance taxes aren't prohibi-
tive, then operating costs are.”

State efforts to help new farmers in-
clude programs to provide low interest
land-purchase and operating loans. But
in the Rocky Mountain region, there's
been little exertion to lend a hand.

Idaho's program, admits Fife, is to-
tally ineffective. "We loaned out a total
of $150,000 last year, largely to 4-H
projects.” Wyoming has a Farm Loan
Board which is largely restricted to ex-
isting operations.

The Colorado state Senate's agricul-
ture committee has approved a meas-
ure authorizing the marketing of spe-
cial bonds to assist farmers with loans
but again the focus will be on estab-
lished operators, if the program is ap-
proved.

And in Montana, where operations
vary in size from 300 irrigated acre
farms to 30-section ranches. the Legis-
lature approved this session a measure
that would establish a farm loan au-
thority with a potential $200 million
fund.

The interest rates on the Montana
and Colorado loans would fluctuate
with the market. Observers in both
states are hoping for averagesof 10 per-
cent, far below the 16 to 18 percent
prime rate,

Montana legislators have also consi-
dered, but not passed. an innovative
proposal to give retiring farmers tax
breaks if they sell their operations to
young, start-up operators. That scheme
has been successfully used since 1977 in
Minnesota and since 1972 in the Cana-
dian provinee of Saskatchewan

HELPING BEGINNERS

In North Dakota. where agriculture
retaing a high place in the state s
economy, the legislature this vear ap-
proved two measures to aid beginning
farmers — a tax incentive program like
Minnesata’s and a low-interest guaran-
teed lo.n program

Both bills expand the
programs et up 1n 1979, p
which have been “moderately
ful in aiding new farmers. according to
=tate Agriculture Commissioner Kent

with an enthusiasm that shines.
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WITH YOUNG SON in tow, Patti Trautman worl s their Lander farm
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Jones.

Under North Dakota’s tax incentive
program, a landowner selling to a be-
ginning farmer can exclude up to
$50,000 from capital gains tax calcula-
tions, while a landowner choosing to
lease land to a heginner can deduct
one-half that amount from his or her
taxable income each year, according to
estimates by the Conference on Alter-
native State and Local Policies, authors
of a 1980 study, Assisting Beginning
Farmers. Over 400 landowners par-
ticipated in the program’s first year.

Since 1919. North Dakota farmers
and ranchers have also enjoyed the un-
ique state-owned Bank of North
Dakota. The only one of its kind in the
country, the bank was set up to ease the
burden of high interest rates on loans
being charged by commercial banks,
and the bank's $400 million in deposits
ranked it the 40th largest agricultural
lender in the nation in 1977 Since
1978, more than 200 farmers have re-
ceived an average of $100,000 apiece in
state bank loans,

Commissioner Jones says that the
total loan fund, and individual loan
limits, are still too small to help many
farmers, especially  beginning
operators, But the North Dakota prog-
ram has spurred a new federal plan to
help the young farmer

Introduced this spring by Rep. Berkley
Bedell (D-lowa), the Beginning Far-
mers Assistance Act (H.R. 2977) would
establish a $250 million fund for loan
guarantees to states that have begin-
ning farmer loan programs.

A family farm, as defined by Bedell,
is one supplying at least 30 percent ofa
farm family's income and operated with
no more than one hired hand, Success-
ful applicants must prove “ability” and
unsuccessful efforts to obtain credit
elsewhere,

The 90 percent loan guarantees

would be divided amongst 20 states,

=ver, and some observers believe

the Bedell bill will hardly make a dent

in the eredit problem of beginning far-
mers,

Furthermore, while it has the back-
ing of farm groups ranging from the
iunal Family Farm Coalition to the
conservative Farm Bureau. the Bedell
bill's pussage is by no means assured. A
similar $1.6 billion. four-vear scheme

was unsuccessfully introduced in 1979
by Sen. Gaylord Nelson (D-Wisc.).

RETHINKING THE ISSUE

There is some sentiment in the ag-
riculture community that efforts to
help the beginning farmer may be
futile, or even self-defeating.

Even among staunch supporters of
the family farmer, there are doubts
about a loan program's long range suc-
cess when the financial picture is bleak
even for established operators. "It's nice
to get someone into agriculture,” said
Colorado Agriculture Commissioner
Morgan Smith, “but what's the use if
they're going to struggle for a few years,
and then quit in financial disaster.”

Proponents of larger, more
mechanized farm structure argue
against "subsidizing” new, small-time
farmers. In his 1976 hook, Beyond the
Furrow, agri-business advocate
Hiram Drache presents a line-up of do-
zens of bankers and farm experts who
argue against special breaks for new
farmers. A retiring farmer’s land, they
believe, is often best acqaired by a
neighboring farmer so he or she can
expand their operation into a more
competitive. profitable farm.

"There is much talk today about re-
populating the land,” writes Drache,
"But...it is the progressive family-
oriented farm, far different from its
predecessor, that...will show the way
toward tomorrow's harvest.”

In lieu of successful government as-
sistance programs, one [llinois banker
recently interviewed by the trade
journal, Suecessful Farming, notes
his bank’s abandonment of ‘a special
young farmer program and advises new
farmers to “work full-time lat other
Job=! for four or five years to build a
little equity to help justify their loans
We also suggest he find an older furmer
who has no one to take over his opera-
tion and is willing to let a young man
work into the business.”

While the Trautmans will probably
eventually get their own ranchland
through their family,
friends work part or full time at the
local ULS. Steel taconite mine, and op-
erate small ranches during their off
hours.

many of their

Aceording to several studies. farmers
and ranchers increasingly hold jobs in
town — ranging from construetion

classifieds

Ctassified ads cost 10 cents a word,
They must be prepand

Houston, TX 77001

EAT MIGHTY MUFFINS for the health of
it! These all natural carrot muffing supply
complete nutrition. High in protein, cal-
cium, iren, Ideal breakfast, snack, backpack
meal. $3 mix bakes dozen delicious muffins.
Add $1.50 shipping. MIGHTY MUFFIN
BAKING COMPANY, Route 1 Box 288C,
West Point, Va. 23181.

RUNNING THE RACE. The staff of HCN,
our spirits buoyed by the spring westher,
invite one and all to the Fifth Annual High
Country News Footrace Saturday, June 13,
6 pm. in Lander. You can run, walk or
chaperen children through the five-mile
scenic loop and afterwards languish at a
post-race potluck dinner. Lace ‘em up.

Iny

clude writing. editing. layout. advertising
management and volunteer recruitment for
bimonthly tabloid. Must assume other
duties as a staff member in a non-profit or-
ganization. B.A, in English, Journalism or
related field. $700 per mo. plus benefits.
Send letter, resume, references, writing
sample to Don Snow, EIC, Box 1184, Helena,
MT 59624, by May 23. Jub starts June 1.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ACADEMY FOR
SALE, 120 acre work-study-adventure
North Idaho retreat. Lodge, farmhouse, dup-
lex, sleep 46. Pasture, woods, creeks.
$450,000. Other North [dahe properties. The
Rocky Mountain Co., Box 1547TH, Sandpoint,
Idaho 83864. {208) 263-5201

labor to holding a seasonal seat in the
state legislature. The part time farmer
is a growing phenomenon, with uncer-
tain ramifications for the rural agricul-
tural social fabric.

BIDING TIME

The Domenicos, meanwhile, plot out
alternatives and cultivate hope. Cindy,
25, has taken agricultural-related work
with the Denver-based National Far-
mers Union. Robert, 19, says he'll prob-
ably work as a fieldman for Coors or
Great Western Sugar when he
graduates, building the bank account
necessary to purchase his own farm.
And Joellen, 22, thinks a farming hus-
band and cheaper land in the eastern
Colorado plains may be her solution.

“It's hard to believe that you can get
attached to the land,” said Joellen.
When pressed for the most painful loss,
"It's the closeness,” she said, "the close-
ness that farming brings to your fam-
ily:".
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Clivus Multrom
An environmentally sound, water-|
less waste treatment system for|
homes, cabins and campgrounds.
Composts tollet wastes and or-
ganic garbage into a rich fertilizer,
conserving nutrients, water and

energy.
/ COMPOST \,
MSTES GARDEN

B

FOR INFORMATION AND NAME
OF NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR CON-
TACT:

Clivus Multrum Northern Rockies,
205 Meadows Rd.

Whitefish, MT 59937

(406) B62-3854

MG 2

Name
Address

City

DON'T LEAYE

The Post Office will not forward second class mail. So you don't miss
an issue of High Country News, please notify us at least four weeks in
advance of your change of address.

Send us a card (you can pick one up at you local P.O.) or or send a
copy of your old label with your new address balow:

State & Zip

Date effective:
Mail to Box K, Lander WY 825201

uS BERINDY

Environmental Action
4 . Suite 731-H
- 1346 Connecticut Ave,, NW

b

‘Washington, D.C. 20036

DEMONSTRATE
YOURDRY AUMOR

g Protest acid iain
every time it rains.
Carry your owh

A pgreat gift for
eco conscious Iriends -
and family T

Windproof i
50" spread
Wood handle £

Sturdy \\%;%’fé

tan nylon

Brown

lettering
TO ORDER: Send $12.97 plus
$2 .00 shipping (D.C. residents add
§.78 max for each umbrella).
Checks, money orders, Master-
Card and VISA accepred (give
account number and expiration
dare). Please include phone num-
ber. Allow up to five weeks for
delivery.

Phone orders 202-833-1845
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DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
World Life and Health Ins. Co, of Penna.
550'W. Dekalb Pike, King of Prussin, Penna. 19406
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Insurance Written #1181
Gross Premiums Received 1,181
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid -
Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 0.
Tatal Admill.ﬂ Anm 1,745,708
Lisbilities 1,732, ms
Capital Stock Paid Up

lus 13, 629
Income during year ending December 51,
1980 3,255,753
Euwnduuru for year ending December 31,
3,191,896

Pumulnl to Section 26-3-129 (b), Wyoming Insur-
ance Code. [ certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
tramsact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming
Dated May 12, 1981
5. John T. Langdon
Insurance Commissioner
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE

STATE OF WYOMING
World Boak Life Insurance Company
P.0. Box 34786, Chicago, Tlinois 60654

DING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Insurance Written $214,000
Gross Premiums Received 8R40
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 165
Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 147
Total Admitted Assets 60,983,128
Liabilities 65,265,401
Capital Stock Paid Up 1,540,000
Surplus 4,157,727
lncnme during year ending December 31.
10,394,935

980

E.p.ndumg fol year ending December 31
9,756,

Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (h), Wyoming Insur-

ance Code, | certify that to the best of my know-

ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all

respects in compliance with the laws of this State

relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to

transact the business of insurance in the State of

Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1981

s.John T. Langdon

Insuranee Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
Zurich American Life Insurance Company
231 North Martingale Road, Schaumburg, Hlinois
60196
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Insurance Written None
Grosa Premiums Received 4,040
Diirect Benefits and Losses Paid 1.668
Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 1.A0O
Total Admitted Assets 22.209.980
Liabilities 16.543,287
Capital Stock Paid Up 1,100,000
4,456,683

lrmnm- during year ending Dncemh:r $1.
775.501

E:pemiuu res for year ending Dece mher 31
8,060,562

Purilnml to Section 26-3-128 b), Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, 1 certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming

Dated My 12, 1981

s John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
World Insurance Company
203 South 18 Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Insurance Written $45.344
Groas Premiums Received 25,806
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 77,200
Direct Benefits and Loases Incurred 53.409
Tﬂd Mlt\lw Assets 97,692,414

89,442,044
Comial Stock Psid Up 0

Surplus B.470,368
Income during year ending December 31,
1980 30,696,234

Expenditures for year ending December 31,
1980 29,662,095
Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (b), Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, 1 certify that to the best of my know-

respecta in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly suthorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming,
Dated May 12, 1881

Langdon

8. Jobn T.
Insurance

g L+
)
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BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-

ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all

STATE OF WYOMING

Financial Statements of Insurance Companies which are Authorized to do business In Wyoming

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
Yosemite Insurance Company
T17 Market Street, San Francisco, California 94103
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1380

Gross Premiums Received $17.489
Losses Paid Deducting Salvage 0
Losses Incurred 3432
Total Admitted Assets 44,284.144
Liabilities 31,589,545
Capital Stock Paid Up 2,100,000
Surplus 10,549,589
Income during year ending December 31,

1980 9,168,457
Expenditures for year ending December 31,
1980 6,996,848

Pursuant to Section 26-3-128 (b), Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, Icertify that ta the beat of my knowledge
and belief, the insurer above named is in all re.
spects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming

Dated May 12, 1981

5. John T. Langdan

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
York Tnsurance Company
209 North York Street, Elmhurst, lllinois 50126
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Gross Premiums Received 340
Losses Paid Deducting Salvege -
Losses [ncurred A0
Total Admitted Assets 6,423,767
Liabilities 1,902,784
Capital Stock Paid Up 1.250.000
Surplus 4271003
Income during vear ending December 31,
1980 2,017.710
Expenditures for year ending December 31,
1980 1524325

Pursuant to Section 26-3-128 (bl, Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, [ certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief. the insurer shove named is in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.
Dated May 12, 1981

John T. Langdon
Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING

Zurich Insurance Company
231 North Martingale Road. Schaumburg. [llinais
60196
BUSINESS [N WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1980
Gross Premiums Heceived
Losses Paid Deducting Salvage
Losses Incurred
Total Admitted Assets

Liabilities
Statutory Deposit
Surplus 121,291 ﬂ%
Income during year ending Deeember 31
1960 372,602,989
Expenditures for year ending December 31.
1980 369,978,367

Pursuenl to Section 26-3-129 (b}, Wyoming insur-
ance Code, | certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named iz in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming

Dated May 12, 1981

5. John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING

World Service Life Insurance Company
Home Office: 7346-A South Alton ny‘ Suite 129,
Englewood, CO 80112
Mailing: Post Office Box 1876, Fort Worth, Texas
76101
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1880

Insurance Written $29,188.762
Gross Premiums Received 756608
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 258,234
Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 251,182
Total Admitted Assets 283,077,499
Liabilities 275,548,354
Capital Stock Paid Up 1,260,000
Surplus 6,279,145
Income during year ending December 31,
1880 85,126,330
Expenditures for year ending December 31,

18680 79,567,860

Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (b), Wyoming Insur-

transact the business of insurance in the State of
‘Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1981

. John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
Western National Life Insurance Company
P.0. Box 871, Amarillo, Texas 79167
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1850

Insurance Written $6,668,364
Gross Premiums Received 397,830.60
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 140,090.66
Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred None
Total Admitted Assets 279,887,671.58
Liabilities 268,608,790.99
Capital Stock Puid Up 1,600,000.00
Surplus 9,878,880.50

Income during year ending December 31,
1980 112,298,523.20

E)pendllurmg for year ending December 31,

112,060,241.69

Punuam. to Section 26-3-129 (b), Wyoming Insur-

ance Code, I certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all

respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to

transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1981

5. John T. Langden

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
Wostern Reserve Life Assuranee Co, of Ohio
201 Highland, Box 5068, Clearwater, Florida
33518
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Insurance Written §-0-
Gross Premiums Received 3.717
Direct Benefits and Loases Paid 4.905
Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred -0
Total Admitted Assets g
Liabilities 2.613,94
Capital Stock Paid Up 1.200,000
Surplus 5.6562.995
Income during year ending December
1. 1880 32,787,656

Expenditures for vear ending December
31, 1980 42.351.942
Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (bl, Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, [ certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1981

5. John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
Western States Life Insurance Company
Box 2907, Farge, North Dakota 58108
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN
DING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Ingurance Written $1.063.672
Groes Premiums Received 137.465
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid T1,063

Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 22,053

Total Admitted Assets 118,084 440
Liabilities 106,711,500
Capital Stock Paid Up 1,780,484
Surphus 9.582,455
Income during year ending December 31,
1880 33.328,899
E:(pcndllurn for year ending December 31,

B0 31,404,401

Pu:rsuam to Section 26-3-128 1b), Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, T certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief. the insurer above named ix in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorizéd to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1861

& John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
‘Western Surety Company
808 West Avenue North, Sioux Falls, 8D 657182
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1850

Grass Premiuma Received $266,007
Losses Paid Deducting Salvage 14,6641
Losses Incurred 7,160
Total Admitted Assets 42,764,765
Libilities 22,968,805
Capital Stock Paid Up 4,000,000
Surphus 15,785,960
Income during year ending December 31,
1880 22,371,479
Expenditures for year ending December 31,

1980 18,674,606

Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (b), Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, [ certify that 1 the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named ig in all
Tepects in compliance with the laws of the State
relating to insurance, and it is duly suthorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of

‘Wyoming.
Dated May 12, 1951
. John T. Langdon
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DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
Westfield Insurance Company
Westfleld Center, Ohio 44251
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 81, 1980

Gross Premiums Received $-0-
Losses Puid Deducting Salvage -0
Laossea Incurred -0-
Total Admitted Assets 126,966,727
Liabilities 82,991,689
Capital Stock Paid Up 1,500,000
Surplus 41,465,038
Income during vear ending December 31,
980 87,985,868
Expenditures for ysar ending Dessmber 31,
980 82,139,427

Pumunnt to Section 26-3-120 (b), Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, I certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all
respects in compliance with the laws of the State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1981

& John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING

Westfield Life Insurance Company

Westfleld Center, Ohio 44251

BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN

DING DECEMBER 81, 1980

Insurance Written $50,000

Gross Premiums Received

Direct Benefits and Losses Paid

Direct Bonefits and Losses Paid

Total Ad.uitted Assets

Liabilities

Capital Stock Paid Up

Surplus

Income during year ending December 31
1880 11069834
Expenditures for ycor ending December 31,
1980 9843312

Pursuant to Section 26-3-120 (by, Wy
ance Code, | certify that to the best of my know-
ledye and belief, the insurer above named is in all
repects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1881

s dohn T. Langdon

Insurance Commissiones

ng Insur-

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
The Wisconein Life Insurance Company
09 North Segoe Road, P.O. Box 5099, Madizon, W1
53705

ESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN
3 DECEMBER 31, 1980

Insurance Written S206.000
Gross Premiums Received 33,695
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 29, 105
Direct Benefits and Losses [neurred
Total Admitted Assets
Liabilities 102 ‘BH D25
Capital Stock Paid Up -0-
Surplus. 19,418,793
Ineome during yesr ending December a1
1980 T.947.567
E)(p:mln.nres for year ending December 31.
BBT06415

Pulausm to Section 26-3-129 (b1, Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, 1 certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer above named is in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.

Dated May 12, 1961

s John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
Woodmen Accident and Life Company
P.0 Box 82268, Lincoln, Nebraska 68501
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR EN-
DING DECEMBER 31, 1880

Insurance Written $1.601,402
Gross Premiums Received 468,056
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 232,208

Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 80,974

Total Admitted Assets 227,774,504
Liabilities 207,901,365
Cnpitaﬂ Stock Paid Up 0.
19,873,138

In:nm- during year ending December 31,
1980 70,622,670

Expenditures for year ending December 31,
1880 0,108,338
Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (b, Wyoming Insur-
ance Code, [ certify that to the best of my know-
ledge and belief, the insurer sbove named is in all
respects in compliance with the laws of this State
relating to insurance, and it is duly authorized to
transact the business of insurance in the State of
Wyoming.
Dated May 12, 1881
s John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

- e i i B




e e =

Bulletin Board

CLEARING THE AIR

Wyoming Sen. Alan Simpson (R), a
member of the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee, said he and Sen.
Max Baucus (D-Mont.) will conduct field
hearings on the reauthorization of the Clean
Air Act. The hearings have been acheduled
for Billings, Mont. on May 26 at the Shera-
ton Hotel and Casper, Wyo. on May 27 at the
Ramada Inn. Persons wishing to submit
statements should mail them to Paul
Chimes, Committee on Environment and
Public Works, United States Senate,
Washington D.C. 20510.

BISON BASIN
environmental impact statement
Petroleum’= plans to operate @

pulo o project wag found to be “w
significant risk” by the NRC

CHEYENNE PLAN

to the public at the U
Laramie, Wyo.,
> information mee
1l water project :
Laramie, Wyo., from 79 p.m. at
reity of Wyoming Ballroom

GETTING ORGANIZED
h Country Institute, a ne
ed in Woodsville. B
‘raining

wrs, The

North Country Inst., P.0. Box 184, Woods-
ville, N.H. 0B785.

1Ei||&'

1] s

e s sanzioie salbon. Vay ae
e compiuie Smergtion snd
o recTam s
Teton Tinkers and Traders
Box 81, Victor, ID 83455
(208) 787-2495

May 15, 1981 — High Country News-13

POWDER RIVER RANK

The Powder River Regional Coal Team, a
group of federal and state officials working
on federal coal leasing plans, are meeting
May 21 at the Ramada Inn in Casper to dis-
cuss the selection and ranking of tracts of
federal coal in the Powder River Basin for
new leases. The team will review the work of
the environmental impact statement team,
and discuss the recently enlarged regional
lease target. For further information, con-
tact Robert Buffington, Bureau of Land
Management, Rm. 398, Federal Bldg., 550
West Fort St., Boise, Idaho 83724, or Stan
McKee, Project Manager, BLM, P.O. Box
1828, Cheyenne, Wyo. 82001,

WIND ABOUT WIND

There will be lots of lalk about wind
energy at the Department of Energy’s Solar
Energy Research Institute Wind Energy
Conference and Workshop, Oct. 5-7 at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel in Washington,
D.C. Federal and pritate research projects
will be presented. new products, and work-
shop diseussions will be held on federal prog-
or more information, contact: Con-
Group, SERL 16 Blvd., Gol-
den, Colo. 80401, or call 13031 231-7361

AMERICAN SOILS

Canadian and American natural resource
management policies will be the theme of
the 36th annual gathering of the Soil Con-
servation Society of America in Spokane
Wash,, August 2-5. Contact the planning
committee at 7515 Northeast Ankeny Road,
Ankeny, lown, 50021 for an agenda.

Summer

in
: Yellowstone

Join the Yellowsione |
Institute this summer for field
| seminars in Yellowstone |
National Park,
1981 courses include
Large Mammals
Camivores and Rapters
Birdis of Yellowstone
Wiidflowers
I Genen| Geology
| Geothermal Gealogy
| Calderas and Hydro- nermal
Systems
Grizzly Bear Blology ond Ecology
Horsepacking
Yellowstone Lake by Canoe
Plus other shorter courses on
fishing, photography, art
and history.

Courses vary from one to |
six days. Most may be taken |
for academic credif.

The Yellowsione Institule & o kax
exermpt, non-profl organization. For a
Fee colalog wite:

Institute
Box 545
Yollowstone MNahonol Park, Weo. 82190

(408} 24430881 |

P s e e
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i | Yooy,
| DISCOVER |/ ,°°"ORDERFORM |
I COLORADO I 1year $5 |
1 ; O 2years $9 i
Subscribe to Coforado ] 3years $12
Qutdoors, the bi-monthly
| magazine published by MAIL TO: 1
| the Colorado Division of Colorado Outdoors |
Wildlife. You'll discover 6060 Broadway
I more about Colorada's Denver, CO 80216 |
] outdoor recreational |
opportunities — hunting, fok
I fishing, camping — . |
1 you'll enjoy articles on et 1
wildlife management,
| western history and the Gity state Zip I
environment. A bargain
| for only $5 per year . . . O New 1 Renewal 1
L N R I

WALKING THE DIVIDE
Designing and managing the Continental
Divide National Scenic Trail Corridor is
the focus of a new newsletter being produced
by the Forest Service, P.0. Box 25127,
Lakewood, Colo. 80225

OFFICIAL UPDATE
An updated roster of staie elected officials
and state supreme court members is availa-
ble for 812 from the Council of State Gov-
ermments, Iron Works Pike, P.O. Box 11910,
Lexington, Ky. 40578, The publication iz a
supplement to CSG's Book of the States.

SHOPPING SHRIFT

Everything you might want to know about
shopping ceniers in the United States and
Canada is contained in the study, "Dollars
and Cents of Shopping Centers: 1981," av-
ailable for $65 from the Urban Land Insti-
tute, 1090 Verlnont Ave, N.W., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20005

WILDERNESS

« Backpacking trips in the Wind River
Range

ning June 1st

and wildflowers

for boys and girls ages 12 to 16

» Weekly trips leaving every Monday begin-

= Instruction by experienced wilderness
leaders in backpacking techniques, wildlife

Registration Information
call (307) 362-5184 after 8 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
or (307) 875-4682 anytime

EXPERIENCE

Phote by Michasl McClure

White with pine green print.
$3.00 each, postage paid.

Please send

Have a spring fling with an

NER FLYER

Accurate, maneuverable and a great cure
for spring fever!

(Wyoming residents add three percent sales tax.)
Mail your order to HCN, Box K, Lander WY 82520.

,,,,,, fiyer(s) to:

Name

Address
City.

State & Zip...
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photography, Earth First! (HCN,
4-17-81) is a dazzler indeed. There's a
bit of the radical in a lot of us, and
nothing lifts the spirit quite like kick-
ing a Reaganite in the political groin

ous Important Question. This one is: Is

am not sure I agree with that. But this
moral issue is not the Important Ques-
tion: the effect of Earth First! on the
attainment of conservation goals is.
There is more than gnough philosophi-

sion, by implication, makes the solu-
tions seem simple as well. And when
the simple solutions are not fortheom-
ing, there is the risk of frustrating and
alienating America’s multitude of

EARTH FIRST! But, as with almost everything that cal justification for Earth First!, but we quick-fix junkies. There is no point in
‘ is fun, Earth First! raises the ubiquit-  an be morally right and still fail reducing conservationism to the level of
! Dear HCN, : e - colas and fabric softeners
1

You recently ran a short and very
interesting article on the Earth First!
sroup (HCN, 4-17-81). 1 would like to

nd out more about them., Unfortu-

tely there was no source of informa-
n membership in the article. [ am
you can assist me in this.

this kind of scheme i(confrontation!
worth the risk {polarization)? In other
words, will Earth First! make us feel
better, but make our goals harder to
realize?

Assuredly, Earth First! is a defensive

One might reasonably ask what
awful consequences Earth First! could
have. A radical strategy of confronta-
tion tends to cast its practitioners as
outsiders,  uneooperative, even
threatening. Any substantial change in
law and government policy toward the

Earth First! does point up defects in
the pr ration strategy: It

ble,

1as been

untain States L
al.), Earth F

st!opr

{ gesture, n strike. earth will come not from exterior as- answer toour problem
! Chrie Pratop, | dames Wat mean-hearted pals  sault. but from a =
Paradide. Caliibiria fired the first shot, and then were au American attitug Dan Ellic
: v e dacious enough to hide behind the lag already begun . Radical confror Denver, €
et ':lh ]“r’[""‘” he reached — but that's another story. Sufficeitto  tation may deflect the momentum
! Box 536, Breckenridge, Colo. say that when the battle to =ave the & are not fond of yadicalism

S

SHOOTING BACK

¢+ HCON,

onpired with the standard conser-
tionist strategy of middle-class com-
tment, tedious lawsuit=and flawless

planet is chronicled (if anvone is lefl to
chronicle itl, it will be noted that Earth
First! did not draw first.

Earth First! did draw. however, or
proposed to. The assumption here is
that since the plunderers started the
shooting, itisacceptable to shoot back. I

e simplificat

for th

conserva

levision is
ision is the quintess-
of instant gratification,
Te fiot quick solutions to the
we've made of our planet. By mak
ing the problems seem simple, televi-

COLORADO GRIZZLY

HCN,
vapite the Colorado Division of
thfe's claimed steadiness of ap-
‘h. the Colorado grizzly (HCN,
811 still inspires them to amazing
leights of hand. Steve Bissell (HCN,
Letters”, 4-17-81) pulls off the neat
trick of praising DOW's association
th Ron Zaccagnini and denouncing
him in the same breath. The fact is,
Zaccagnini took care to list only the
sightings made by professionals. These
“bear men” are the very experts who
would be sent out to check others' sight-
ings. Who else must confirm the con-
firmers? DOW's policy of disallowing
such sightings exnibits a paralyzing
caricature passed off as scientific re-
straint and reveals the huge gap bet-

lowing up and evaluating grizzly bear
sighting reports in our files.,” Rather, he
‘was working full time on river otter and
black-footed ferret projects when he
heard about some grizzly sightings on
his own. He had started gathering in-
formation "as a sideline.” And: “There
were no records before I put that list
together.” % :
Such is the state of DOW's record-
keeping that they sometimes report

Wiseman and bear, and sometimes that
Ernie Wilkinson did in 1951. Mr.
Tischbein (HCN, "Letters,” 4-17-81)
chooses Anderson in 52, Talks with the
men themselves reveal both kills came
in 1951, Anderson's in August,
Wilkinson's in September

As for Mr. Tischbein's grizzly article
in Colorado Outdoors (Jan.-Feb.), his
tentative conclusion that grizzlies re-
main “a guestion mark in places like
Colorado’s rugged back country...” [
suppose should be applauded. At leastit
represents some movement from de-
nial. I knew about the article, wish 1
had had room to include it, and accept
the criticism for not having done so. But
had I, the inaceurate information about
Anderson, the rehashing of only the two
most benign sightings that Zaccagnini
was allowed to publish in 1975, and the

incident, by the way, consists largely of
magazine and newspaper clippings.
As for the 1956 study, Lloyd Ander-
son, chief consultant for the work, de-
nounced the procedure and left the
study. Remaining were people largely
inexperienced in the area. Officials re-
fused to place bait stati at locati

habitat. Other baits, placed without re-

No roads have been closed; no develop-
ments have been stopped. No areas in
which a hunter might mistake a grizzly
for a black bear have been closed to
hunting. No grazing permits have been
reevaluated in light of the bear's proba-
ble occurrence. And no agency has

Anderson had identified as most likely
to turn up grizzlies. Many baits were
placed for the convenience of being

P d the Colorado grizzly’s inclu-
sion in the efforts of the national grizzly
recovery team.

REACTIONARY ECONOMICS

Dear HCN

While Thomas N. Bethell’
the free market influence o
tive energy IHCN, 4-3-81) are |
ing and not without merit, there's
another aspect to the story that w
not let President Rea,
ighted views lead us away fi
is, should free market p
given free rein in the energy field = to
the exclusion of some aceounting for the
effects of such exploitation — there may
be a pricey debt to pay in the future,

Specifically, coal currently appears to
be a most expedient source of BT1U's for
the foreseeable future. And "bottom
line” reasoning will no deubt drive our
country in its direction for years to
come. Yet an increase in fossil fuel con-
sumption (or, perhaps, even a con-
tinuation at our current rate of use)
may have serious consequences.

A flood of new information on the in-
fluences of fossil fuel combustion en
climate has been published in the last
two years (though R. Reagan and staff

univereal scientific agreement that we
are in the process of altering global
temperatures to extents which cannot
be compared with any natural varia-
tions in climate over the last 10,000
Years.

In short, there are, I believe, more
important concerns than the mere econ-
omics of energy. Prudence dictates that
we develop those energy sources which

Lloyd Anderson — in 1962 —killedthe  checked along sight lines from the John Roberts | &re &ﬁn?nd.amr;imﬂy (and ze‘w}r:n
i i L= i i mentally) sui our needs. e
']lll Colorado grizzly before the highway — not exactly prime grizzly Boulder, Colo. ot P il pllcats wrs diaky Hightly

ween field biologists and office  misleading account of the Wiseman in- gnnd i gEE s eedip Jmbils, were e gpparently igm?rant o!' i Lazbon ‘
E - - . 3 overrun by black bears. dioxide, atmospheric particulate load- ]
bureaucrats, a gap which effectively  cident, all of which also appear in I lad DOW e rth il ;
- % i . G am gla now seeks publicly to | jng, atmospheric and surface albedo
swallows sound rationale for wider  Tischbein's article, still leave one to : £ g : 2 e i
e 2 convince us of their interest in the | changes, and acid precipitation are the
study. wonder how DOW could choose thisasa ST T T T S i e " ” 2 2 3 s
e defense of either their attitude or their  Lioq.orc T e A T e
Moreover, Zaccagnini says he was - s hbiologists who may have a chance now | combustion. There isn't, today, any i
not hired by DOW, as Bissell contends ~ 5cience in the matter. of doing what they are supposed to do. | consensus as to our fate: freeze, bake, or i
he was, "for the express purpose of fol- The "official report” on the Wiseman  So far, however, thisisstill notthe case. | g happy balance of the two; but there is !
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Regulatory evil is in the eye of the beholder

A disturbing trend is emerging in the literature of environmental advocates.
The current national mania for a return to the economic principles of the Hoover
administration has produced a defensive attitude among normally aggressive
environmental spokesmen. Nothing, it seems, can any longer be advocated
unless the advocate first genuflects in the direction of "free enterprise” and
“good business.”

President Ronald Reagan'schainsaw style of budget cutting, some of which is
merely painful and some disastrous, is apparently responsible for this attitude.
We are seeing a sort of backlash with environmentalists dusting off their
freshman economics texts and handying about terms like “cost-benefit
analysis,” "capital costs,” and "annual growth in the GNP."

Writing in the recent issue of Sierra, the Sierra Club bulletin, the group's
executive director, Michael MeCloskey, goes to great lengths to explain that
Daoubtless he is vight. but this
converters.

“Environmental protection is good for business,”
approach isn't going to =ell any catalyti

The reason is simple — the most ferocious advoeates of the free enterprise
<ystem dur ing the current debate are the ones who believe in it least. American
businessmen
lorees

Omne needn't look fur to see this
imple. Chrysler's troubles are well-known, ¢

ve a deep distrust of capitalism and the aperation of market

The auto industry is the most glaring
= its humiliating trek to the
like every other welfare depen-

vernment offices to beg for a handout — ju

umpete with the competition and awarded it loan guarantees, that faith was
vewarded when the company eame back in January. bottomless bowl in hand,
"Please. =ir. [ want some
Then. too. thé industry has gone te Congress and the president asking for
tion ontrols on autemebile:
Japanese cars. The pollution relief was requested so that U.S. automakers could
get back in the running against the Japanese competition. But, just in case
k. the aute industry would also like to hamstring the opposition

and said ore.

rel and impert restrictions on

1ir pellutic

that doe=nt
~not by tried-and-true Adam Smithian solutions like better quality products
or ]u\\e'!' prices. but by — what have we here? — government regulation.
vetem demonstrated once again that the
i« the con=umer. Not only have air quality rules been relaxed, but as

ack of faith in the competitive

. When government showed faith in Chrysler's management ability to

try profits were at record levels. E

In real life, however, the situation issomewhat different. For one thmg. theoil
industry wouldn't know a free market if it hit them with a subpoena. Long
before the Arab oil embargo, the domestic petroleum industry was bolstered by
government support, largely in the form of tax incentives like the oil depletion
allowance.

Now, particularly, there is no such thing as a free market — with or without
the intérference of the U 8. government. Prices are sethy a cartel — a monopoly
— not by the sacred laws of supply and demand. The price of crude ol has jumped
several thousand percent per barrel over the past ten years with a relatively
small increase in the actual costs of production. A chimpanzee could have made
money running an oil company under those circumstances.

Further eroding what little eredibility is left in these arguments, the major
energy companies — with the notable exce ptions of Mobil and Exxon — are lined
up outside the Reagan handout office for government igoney to support synthe-
tic fuels. In Adam Smith's world, ifsynfuels are such a great idea, private capital
would be attracted to the investment. But private capital has stayed away from
synfuels for decades — too ricky, Now that it’s the government's money, it
sounds like a great idea. This hardly amounts to affirmation of the value of a
rough-and-tumble marketplace

Then there is the hallowed concept of “cost-benefit analysis.” This concept is
used very selectively. No one, for instance, is saying anything about the cost
versus benefit of synthetic fuels. The unquestioned goodness of the idea has been
handed down from On High — hang the costs.

Similarly. few large water projects ean withstand an objective look at their
costs versus their benefits. The Tennessee Valley Authority's Tellico Dam is a
class

example. Forget the snaildarter, the whole project wasa lemon. Eventhe
administrator of the agency said. when Tellico was 99 percent complete, that
there would be a negative cost-benefit outeome if the reserveir behind the dam
were filled. The argument carried little weight. The dam was filled — appar-
ently for no other reason than it was there.

To argue economics with the high priests of this mysterious discipline is to
punch a tar baby. They keep changing the rules, twisting the issues along ever

more tortucus flights of logic. Government regulation — strip mine laws, wind-
fall profits tax, endangered species legislation — isbad. Government regulation

i therpoe

cn skyvrocketing for

prrate harons t

.d to veluntary import restrictions. we began hearing
uld ri=e next vear by an average of #400. How's that

guered oil industry. The major corporations have
ling for vears {or the cemplete deregulation of the oil business. Prices
imported petroleum products and it has irked the
it they were unable to squeeze a few more cent=out of

icing rules, These com-
simultaneously. indus-

— synfuels loan g

It i= unpopular these days to defend regulation, particulal
interferes with the currently trendy "supply side economics
talis=ts find themselves wandering into murky water. defending rules and laws
that don't have dellar pay back. It is difficult to determine the cost-benefit of
saving the grizzlv bear. or 1o provide a loan guarantee to an elk herd.

Envirenmentalists have to stop pretending that they are Milton Friedmans
appearing on “Wall Street Week.” They have to address the real values that
supply side economics overlooks. There i= a difference between good and greed.

pusrantees, import restrictions and tax incentives -

- is good.
regulation that
S0 environmen-

— DSwW

mare suited to the heating of a home to
65 degrees F. than are 10,000 degrees F.
nuclear plants. Solar energy promises
temperatures which are well matched
to demands...especially those of a
thoughtfully conserving society.

The sort of economics that I read from
Mr. Bethell's editorial are — just as are
Mr. Reagan's — inherently reactio-
nary. Our country is, as usual, in desp-
erate need of planning.

David Schoonmaker
Associate Editor
Mother Earth News
Hendersonville, N.C.

FRUSTRATION NO EXCUSE

Dear HCN.

Your apparent unabashed approval
of industrial sabotage in the Opinion
section of your May 1. 1981 edition
leaves me more than mildly dismayed,

If frustration 1s all that is needed to
justify “ecotage” on the part of the so-
called environmental movement, then
the same should be true for groups try-
ing to develop so-called needed re-
sources, Lord knows, they've experi-
enced a great deal of frustration over
the past decade.

Ifthere is some philosophical sense to
this form of 'ecotage,’ then there is

philosaphical sense for developers to
uze the same instrument of persuasion.

Why not knock the windows out of
environmental press rooms and destroy
their tools? Why not publicly and phys-
ically abuse their possessions? Why not
run rampant through their (they seem
to think it belongs only to them) wil-
derness slashing tents and stomping on
pack frames when they are left unat-
tended?

It iz alsa rather ironie your main con-
cern about full approval of ecotage is
vour fear of alienating "the upper class
constituency that pays the bills of
lawyers and lobbyists,” Where on earth
do you think your “upper class consti-
tuency’ getsits bucks to pay these bills?
They most likely come eszentially frogp
resource development —either directly
or through trust investments.

1 only hope you can see the fallacy of
your editorial, If you can't take a better
disciplined position, you're going to
help sacrifice everything we've gained.

Walter Hills
Sheridan, Wyoming

{Ed. note: Lest there be any confusion,
HCN’s editorial position is foursquare
opposed to industrial sabotage.)

MORE MUIR

Dear HCN.

While I agree with the tone of Peter
Wild s article on Horace Greeley, | was
dizappointed by his description of John
Muir’s life. Muir did not experience the
destruction of lands by sheep in the
Sierras under the guidance of Mr. Un-
derwood, but as a sheepherder, as de-
seribed in one of his autobiographical
texts. "My First Summer In The Sier-
¥ Muir was a resident of Yosemite
Valley and a backcountry traveler, and
it was in this role that he became
known as "John of Mountains”, not as a
vineyardist in northern California.

It would be nice to credit Muir as the
founder of national parks, but I do not
think that private citizens had that
power, even in the late 1800's. Muir's
most famous camping trip invelved an
outing with Teddy Rossevelt in the
Sierras. If anyone was a founder of na-
tional parks, it was President
Roosevelt. Finally, if anyone tried to
live his life today as Muir did, he would
be violating laws of conduct on public
lands lobbied for by environmentalists
for so many years.

Steve Skelton
Colden, Colo.

This spring plant something that]
will really grow. Place High Coun-|
try News in the hands of a friend|
and watch a growing, awareness|
take root.

Enclosed is $15 for 25 issues.
Send HCN to my friend:

namg —————————————

e

state & zip ——
Your address below:
name ——
address
city
state & zfp ——————

(Or sand them a seed copy — ask for a sample.|
wmmmx.m‘m.m‘
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New Roots for Agriculture

Wes Jackson; 1980, $4.95, paper, 155
pages. Friends of the Earth, San
Francisco.

Review i:ly Gary Nabhan

Historically, environmentalists have
been more interested in agriculture’s
effects on the surrounding landscape
than on the farm itself. Agriculture was

scrutinized only to the extent that its

pesticides had impact on wildlife or its
irrigation projects dammed wild rivers
and fouled the water.

Yet all along, there have been indi-
viduals who have looked at agriculture
with an ecologist's point of view and
tried to integrate the lessons of natural
ecosystems into a strategy of food pro-
duction. Such a viewpoint can help us
evaluate the various energy and nut-
rient costs of different ways of farming.
It recognizes, too, that the way humans
obtain their food has changed the face of
the earth more than any other activity.

Or as Wes Jackson puts it, "We can
say without any exaggeration that
corn, as a technological product, has re-

duced more options for future genera-
tions than the automobile.”

In less than a century, madern
mechanized moneculture crops have
depleted the finite resources of soil nut-
rients, tilth, groundwater and energy
that accumulated over hundreds of
thousands of years. Now, with the
ecological capital of the continent
squandered, we are recognizing that’
the American breadbasket can't con-
tinue feeding the world forever: Despite
more energy, fertilizer and technical
know-how being pumped into annual
crop production, yields have leveled off
or are declining. The problem, Jackson
suggests, is not the side-effects of mod-
ern mechanized farming, nor agri-
business, nor chemicals —itis the very
way we are farming.

Jackson, a Kansan, is particularly
concerned about s0il mining in the
plains and prairie states, where farms
typically lose 10 tons of soil per acre for
every 100 bushels of corn crop produced
His alternative is based on peren-
nialism or what he calls "new roots.”

Jackson proposes an agriculture of
seed-producing herbaceous perenmial
plants. He is actively screening natives
adapted to the grassland biome thatare
capable of enhancing and stabilizing

soils rather than degrading them.
Mimicking the original prairie assemb-
lage, Jackson's ideal would include
mixtures of perennial grains, legumes
and sunflowers, some to be grazed,
some to produce seed for direct con-
sumption, and some for fuel production.

Jackson and colleagues have de-
veloped 28 acres near Salina, Kansas,
into The Land Institute, where experi-
ments are already evaluating the effi-
cacy of “rooted” agriculture. Jackson
and his ¢ollaborator Marty Bender
have discovered that seed yields of
many perennial herbs and grasses are
remarkably high and that the technol-
ogy to harvest mixed seed crops is quite
feasible.

There are still some tough questions
to answer: How many years does a pe-
rennial plant sustain a yield before dis-
ease or senility catch up to it? Which
combinations of grains and legumes
produce the best yields per unit area?
How will his ideas be received by far-
mers and consumers?

It is notable that the environmental
group, Friends of the Earth published
this book on agriculture —gone are the
days when environmentalists. could
limit their concern to the protection of
remote "recreation areas.” Jackson

New Roots
. For Agriculture
¥

‘Wes Jackson

showsthat a healthy agriculture model-
led on natural ecosystems should go
hand in hand with the preservation of
those wild places.

Gary Nabhan isan author and botan-
ical rcsearcher in Tucson, Ariz. His
book, The Desert Smells Like Rain,
will be published soon

—

by Duane Howe

A call, only a few days old. stands
alone while its mether grazes nearby
Its dam is one of 1200 elk that migrate
into northwestern Wyosming's DuNoir
bagin in the spring; they pause to enjoy
grasses nourished by early snowmelt on
south facing slopes. Most have spent
the winter on the public lands of Spring
Mountain and the Game and Fish
Department’s East Fork Game Winter
Range 20 miles to the southeast. They
are now returning to their historic calv-
ing grounds and summer ranges where
they will be largely undisturbed by
human activity.

Several hundred calves will be horn
on the sagebrush flats and sparsely
timbered slopes of DuNoir basin. Later
some will follow their dams to higher
ranges in the adjacent Teton Wilder-
ness to the northwest or Washakie Wil-
derness to the northeast. Others will
share the higher, timbered slopes of the
DuNoir and grass-covered plateaus
above with bighorn sheep and mule
deer during the summer. Cattle will
then replace the elk in the lower
meadows.

When explorer John Coulter first
came to this country at the turn of the
century, there were still charred re-
mnants of a fire from a century before,
mixed with younger growth, and he cal-
led it the "Black Forest."

Spending a June night at the edge of
a meadow near Frozen Lake Creek I
hear a constant barking and squeaking
all around. Cows are signalling their
calves and cohorts, keeping the family
groups together. Cayotes yelp in the

distance. but the elk arent |

Great horned owls join in 1t

ous conversation. Coffin Butte to the
n te the

west and the R
rect my eves to the brightne
stars pverhead.

By sunrize the elk have dritted inte
the timber and their squeaking is re-
placed by the thump thump —
thump — pum-- pum— pum — pum
prerorrof ruffed grouse, the pee-bee-bee
of the Mountain Chickadee, the perva-
sive flute-like notes of distant hermit
thrushes and the occasional rattie of a
Williamson's Sa cker. Trumpeter
swans on Trail Lake are silent, but a
shrill “quick-three-beers” is whistled
repeatedly from a nearby treetop. We
see fresh bear tracks in the dirt,

As I wander in search of photogenic
subjects | see fading sign= of the logging
activity of another generation. Stumps
skid trails, wagon roads and remains of
a mill site are evident. Skidding was
done with horses and mules then. Trees
were selected here and there for felling
with crosscut saws. The harvest was
gentle.

Last winter the thunder of dvnamite
could be heard in the DuNeir. The
Farest Service allowed a seismograph
company to explore for o1l and gas even
though the agency recommending
the area for wilderness preservation
Chevron would like to hear the churn of
oil pumps in the DuNeir basin
Louisiana-Pacific would like to hear
the roar of chain saws working there

If John Coulter were to revisit this
“Black Forest” today, 74 vears after his
first visit, he would notice some subtle
changes. The forest that last burned
some 135 years before Coulter's arrival
has become old and diseased. Bird life
has become more diverse in response to
a variety of insects supported by the
dying old trees. Trees that have fallen
or been cut have been replaced by a
younger, healthier generation break-
ing up the even-aged condition of the
regenerated forest. Pine martens are
more abundant too, thanks toa growing
supply of voles and nesting cavities in
the mature forest.
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