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POLITICAL ROUND.UP 2
HCN rates the races for the U.S.
Congress, governorships and state
legislatures from New Mexico to
Montana, and looks, too, at some
initiatives on the ballots

METCALF WILDERNESS 4
Montana activists fight for a fitting
monument to the late Sen. Lee
Metcalf.

CRAZY MOUNTAINS

While Montana wilderness advo-
cates concentrate on saving the
Madisons, the wild and rugged
Crazy Mountains are under siege
by oilmen, mining companies and
vacation homebuilders.

HAIL TO HERPTILES 8
In the centerspread, meet the shy
ereatures that most folks shy away
from, with forbidding names like
horned lizard, tiger salamander
and spadefoot toad.
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If ever there were a year when elections in Western states
should hinge on natural resource issues, it's 1980, Over the
1ast decade, the Rocky Mountain region has become the com-
missary to which the rest of the country turns for its most
critical resource shopping. Threatened by foreign oil black-
mail, the nation looks to the West's oil shale, coal and uranium
for salvation. Doubtful about the nation's ability to defend
itself against nuclear attack, the Defense Department plots
enormous missile systems in the Nevada and Utah cle.serl.s
Worried about the housing slump, the gov

Richard Nixon will win 70 percent of the votes in Idaho, and
two years later Democrat Cecil Andrus will get 73 percent of
the votes in his run for governor.

But in 1980, a trend towards more conservative represénta-
tion in national offices prevails. Candidates such as Sens.
Gary Hart (D-Colo.) and Frank Church (D-Idaho) are on the
defensive. Conservatives such as Sen. Jake Garn (R-Utah)
and Rep. Richard Cheney (R-Wyo.) are ghoo-ins.

The conservative-liberal or Democrat-Republican tags do
not ily indi where a didate will stand on

timbering in Western forests. Hungry for rural living, people
move here in unprecedented numbers.

These pressures, and many more, will force us in the next
few years to resolve the question, rephrased in one project or
policy after another: How will we exploit, protect, develop,
enhance, and disburse the resources of the West?

And yet in most of the races HCN looked into in our election
year survey, natural resource issues are not at the forefront.
Instead, many Western politicians are talking about the mor-
ality of abortions, the importance of balancing the books, and
the desirability of a strong national defense.

These issues are not unimportant. But is it more meaning-
ful, say, for a Colorado candidate to talk vaguely about balane-
ing the federal budget — or to take a stand on the Rocky Flats
nuclear facility? Do we care whether a Montana gubernatorial
hopeful makes a nebulous pledge to "get government out of
our lives,” or would we rather know precisely what he thinks
about mandatory energy audits on homes up for sale? In many
cases, it seems the oversimplified hberal -con aervatwe
dialogues have taken preced over ial

natural resource issues. But the enormous popularity of
Ronald Reagan, who has indicated he wants to lift inhibiting
federal restrictions from energy development in the West, and
the high poll standings of wilderness opponents like Steve
Symms (R-Idaho) may be significant signals of where we are
headed.

The theme that resonates in almost every race is: Get the
federal government off. ourbacks That. mayexpllm why Wes-
ternersoften vote Republi races —the GOP
has made the reduction of fudeml power a theme for years.

It may also explain why Westerners can vote one way for
national office candidates and another way for state officehol-
ders. The same year Wyoming sent Sen. Al Simpson (R) to
Washington, vowing to fight federal regulations and federal
restrictions on the state's development, it also re-elected Gov.
Ed Herschler (D), who has campaigned against coal slurry
pipelines and for higher severance taxes, Montanans may
pass a beverage container recycling initiative this year, and,
along with South Dakota, may re-establish state control over

issues particular to the region.

Politically, the region has never been easy to pigeonhole —
Western states will vote overwhelmingly Republican in presi-
dential el then elect D ts such as Montana's
Sen. Max Baucus, or Wyoming’s former Rep. Teno Roncalio.

mining.

In 1980, that could mean we sent to Washington politicians
who promise to stop the feds from "saving” us; but at home, for
state offices, the wi may be quite di If we read it

correctly, many voters in the region want state officials who can
help us save ourselves.

State-by-state wrap-ups begin on page 2. & o
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Rep. Tim Wirth (D) and Sen. Gary
Hart (D) are facing two of the toughest
races in Colorado politics this year.

Wirth is locked in a three-way race
with Republican John McElderry and
Citizens Party candidate John McFar-
land.

McElderry, a conservative state
legislator, is runmning against Wirth
primarily on a platform of fiscal re-
straint. On energy issues, says McEl-
derry press secretary June Weiss,
“Wirth's theme is conservation, John's
theme is research and development.”
McElderry wants to leave the choices of
energy development to private industry
with a minimum of government regula-
tion.

Wirth, more than any other single
member of the House, deserves credit
for the demise of the Energy Mobiliza-
tion BoarJ, a Carter Administration
proposal aimed at speeding up approval
for energy projects. He also helped pre-
serve stricter emission standards for
cars driven at high altitudes.

Wirth's ign is complicat

4

in 1978. Supporters fear that the extra
Republican voters, plus the anti-Rocky
Flats vote, will drain off Wirth's pre-
carious majority.

Sen. Gary Hart, nationally one of the
Democratic party’s young stars, is also
running a tough race against Republi-
can upstart Mary Estill Buchanan.

two factors. First is the entrance of Citi-
zens Party candidate John McFarland.
McFarland is running a single-issue
campaign in support of closing the
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant.
Anti-nuclear forces in the Second Dis-
trict, which includes Boulder and the
University of Colorado, feel that Wirth
has not done enough toward shutting
down the plant. Wirth believes his
low-profile approach will accomplish
more toward the goal than a frontal as-
sault.

Secondly, an additional 8,000 Repub-

" licans have registered in the Second

District for this election. Wirth has
never won the election by more than
11,000 votes — six percent of the votes

High Country News

‘The independent
natural resources biweekly
of the Rockies

Published biweekly at 331 Main,
Lander, Wyo. 82520. Telephone
307-332-487'
paid at Lander. (USPS No. 087480)
All rights to publication of articles
herein are reserved.

editors.
To have a sample copy sent to a
friend send us his or her address.
Write to Box K, Lander, Wyo.,

ISSN: 0191-6657

the Colorado Secretary of
State, ran hard in the primary against
the conservative Republican estab-
lishment and won an upset victory over
three opponents, including former
Army Secretary Howard “Bo” Calla-
way.

While Buchanan’s positions are mod-
erate, they are untested. One activist
says, "She appears to be very similar to
Hart on envi al ters and

issues from the Colorado Open Space
Council.

In the Fourth Congressional District,
where incumbent Republican Jim
Johnson is retiring, the favorite to re-
place him is Republican Hank Brown.
In Rep. Wayne Aspinall's former dis-
trict, known for favoring development,
whether it be a ski resort or oil shale
operation, Brown is given the edge be-
cause he appears to fall in line with the
district's traditional voting patterns.

Colorado’s Fifth C ional Dis-
trict, which includes Denver's southern
and eastern suburbs and continues east
to the Kansas border, presents one of
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does mot appear to have suffered set-
backs from Johanneson's ads attempt-
ing to show that Andrews would be giv-
ing up 18 years worth of seniority in the
House to run for Senate, or from
charges that he misrepresented his pos-
ition on the windfall profits tax, which
he first tried to weaken and then voted
for.

According to the League of Conserva-
tion Voters' 1979 environmental scores,
Andrews ranked even with the retiring
Young, both voting LCV's way less
than 15 percent of the time. And like
Young, Andrews is above all devoted to
agricultural issues, eapecially those
that affect the cultivation of wheat, the
state’s number one crop.

In the fight over Andrew's former
House seat, Tax Commissioner Byron
Dorgan (D) has taken a slim lead over
state Sen. James Smykowski (R). Mike
Jacobs, a journalist for the Grand
Forks Herald says of Dorgan, “He
ain't no Barry Commoner, but if any
candidate is an environmentalist, it's
him.” Dorgan supports a high coal
severance tax to alleviate mining im-

. pacts, and has questioned the wisdom

behind the Garrison Diversion Project.

In a similarly close contest, Gov. Ar-
thur Link (D) has a slight edge over
Attorney General Allen Olsen (R)in his
bid for & third term. Democrats have
held the governorship of this once-
Republican state for twenty straight
years, and now Olson says it is time for
political erop rotation.

Anather issue is the development of
the great veins of strippable coal that
lie under the state. Although a number
of environmentalists in the state are

that's one reason the conservative Re-
publicans don't like her.” However, he
adds, "She accepts the Republican
rhetoric much too readily.”

Hart gets a lukewarm “he's been de-
cent” assessment on his Senate record
on energy and environment issues. He
worked against the Energy Mobiliza-
tion Board and has taken a leadership
role in the promotion of conservation
and solar energy in the Senate. "On the
whole,” says Friends of the Earth rep-
resentative Kevin Markey, “He recog-
nizes the importance of regulation in
environmental matters."

Hart, however, quickly climbed on
the eynthetic fuels bandwagon and has
sponsored legislation that would allow
off-site disposal of spent waste from oil
shale facilities. He was instr lin

the t in

Rocky Mountain politics. The incum-
bent is Republican Ken Kramer, whois
even more conservative than the man

he replaced, current Colorado Senator '

Bill Armstrong.

Running against Kramer is Demoe-
rat Ed Schreiber, a computer scientist
and electrical engineer who describes
himself as an environmentalist.
Schreiber says he is opposed to oil shale
development, but if it must occur, "It
should be very slow and cautious.” He
says, “There is no point in destroying
the earth or going to war over the last
few drops of oil.” He favors nuclear
power as a necessary evil, provided

h with Link’s weak-kneed sup-
port of stringent reclamation regula-
tions, they will probably back the in-
cumbent governor on Election Day.

“Is a 40-pound robin fat?” That's the
way Republican Jack Ramirez's politi-
cal advisor responds when asked if his
candidate has a chance to win the Mon-
tana governorship. He failed toadd that
a 40-pound robin is also probably
doomed.

Ramirez, say Democrats and en-
vironmentalists, is Montana's best Re-

safety dards are 1ly im-
proved. Kramer is favored to win
another term.

urging the Interior Department to ex-
pand oil shale leasing. Hart has prom-
oted large Colorado water projects, par-
ticularly Narrows and Fruitland-Mesa.

Pat Schroeder (D), Colorada's popu-
lar First District congressional incum-
bent, is facing Republican challenger
Naomi Bradford, a conservative who
was elected to the school board on an
anti-busing platform.

In the Third Congressional District,
freshman incumbent Ray Kogovsek (D)
is opposed by Republican Harold

ick, the same man Kogovsek
narrowly defeated in 1978. Kogovsek’s
two years in the House have not fixed
him firmly in any camp on environmen-
tal and energy affairs. According toone
wilderness lobbyist, "He was helpful on
the Colorado wilderness bill, butit was
like pulling teeth. He is completely un-
thinking in terms of energy policy. He
has signed onto every piece of synfuels
legislation, no matter how bad.”
Kogovsek voted against the Energy
Mobilization Board.

McCormick, who was well ahead in
an early Denver Post poll, has been
serving in the Colorado state legisla-
ture. He hasa 75 p fe ble vot-

talists in Colorado are
looking at the 1980 election as a year of
building toward a "more progressive”
state legislature in the future. Dickie
Lee, a board member of Political Action
for Conservation, a newly-created polit-
ical action commitiee supporting con-
servation candidates, says, “The at-
titude in general is that the Colorada
state legislature is not sensitive to
either conservation or 'people’ issues,
When they get anything done it is
forced by the federal government. We
do hope that the new members will be
more progressive.

Ford carried North Dakota by a nar-
row margin in 1976, but this year Ron-
ald Reagan has taken a runaway lead.
Another Republican, Congressman-
at-Large Mark Andrews, is considered
a shoo-in for the seat of retiring Sen.
Milton Young(R). His opponent is Kent
Johanneson (D), an oil broker and de-
veloper. So far the race has been
heavier on personal attacks than on

radi e
Env

ing record on energy and environment

Andrews' well-financed campaign

p stateh hopeful in years,
but he is not likely to fly into the
governor's mansion in 1980. His oppo-
nent, Demoeratic Lieutenant Gov, Ted
Schwinden, has failed to show any
strong differences between himself and
Ramirez, but Schwinden is favored to
win on the state’s Democratictradition,
his running mate, former Missoula
Mayor George Turman, and Ramirez’s
assocation with big resource develop-
ment companies through his Billings
law firm.

In a series of debates, the candidates
did something of a Tweedledum,

routine, struggling to find
issues on which they disagreed. Both
favor some form of tax indexing, both
support the state’s coal severance tax,
and both claim they want government
“by the people” and protection of the
state's environment.

But both were equally quick to offer
to tear apart the state’s tough new air
quality regulations if that would pre-
vent the Anaconda Co. from shutting
down its operations in Anaconda and
Great Falls and putting hundreds of
‘workers on unemployment.

Environmentalists inthe state gener-
ally favor Schwinden, but he, like can-
didates in most Montana races this
year, prefers to portray himself as the
candidate of workers and ranchers. He
first supported, then withdrew his sup-
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port, for a beverage contai: 1i rded a score of 83% from the League
initiative (see sidebar) that is the target of Conseryation Voters. Recently he has
of a neg bigmnney this beenhuhnsthouudfwmmmn
N L has strongly sup- and soft energy technologies to wean

ported the. recycling initiative.
Generally, Ramirez has the respect of
environmentalists — but no endorse-
ments. A legislator who served on his
committee in the state House (where
Ramirez was minority leader last year)
accused Ramirez of changing his tune
on the severance tax, which he now
supports at its present level, and on
right-to-work laws, which he mw ap-

the nation t'rnm OPEC oil.

But for the most part, it is not en-
vironmental issues, but his positions on
government spending, inflation, and
the Panama Canal treaty that are
drawing the attention of South Dako-
tans.

Four-term congressman Abdnor,
considered by many to be one of the
more conservative men in the House,

poses. Ramirez's ch d
said the legislator, appear opportums—
tic to voters.

In addition, Ramirez was caught in
an embarrassing situation when he an-
nounced that “inside” sources had as-
sured him that Anaconda would not
pull out of Montana. When the
Anaconda and Great Falls closures
came last month, Ramirez had egg on
his face. His subsequent call for a spe-
cial session of the legislature to deal
with the problem does not appear to
have popular support.

In other races, conservative eastern
distriet Rep. Ron Marlenee (R) is consi-
dered certain to win, and Rep. Pat Wil-
liams, his Democratic western district
opposite , is also considered a shoo-in.

The legislature was split during its
last session — Republicans controlled
the Senate by two votes, and Democrats
controlled the House. Both parties claim
they will pick up some seats, but the
Republicans are not likely to get the six
they need to take over the House.
Democrats hope to take control of the
Senate, Republicans hope to get some
coattail help from Ronald Reagan, who
is expected to win big in the state. One
Democrat said he expected voters to go
for Reagan, then change columns for
Schwinden, and "thatbrings them back
to the right column for the rest of the
ballot.”

SOUTH DAXOTA

The Democratic tide that has been
running since revived the
party in the 680s, and nearly won the
state for Carter in 1976, is ebbing.
Ronald Reagan is looking forward to
an easy win, and McGovern is fighting
his toughest battle for reelection ever
against Rep. James Abdnor. With sup-
port of right wing groups, the 57-year
old rancher-congressman has led in the
polls all year. McGovern, however, is a
veteran of come-from-behind races.

In a farm-oriented state wh1ch still
places great weight on pe

has d a 9% rating by the League
of Conservation Voters. He is fond of
citing his score of 100% awarded him by
the conservative National Security
Council, and of comparing the score
to McGovern's O% rating. In a state
where conservative Republican senti-
ment runs deep, perhaps deeper in the
current economic climate than does its
traditional tolerance for mavericks like

In turn, the McGovern campaign,
which will have spent close to $2 mill-
ion by Election Day, has pointed to
Abdnor’s lack of political clout, and has
portrayed him as a "do nothing con-
gressman.” McGovern has gotten polit-
ical mileage out of Abdnor’s refusal to
debate, and failure to report sbout

or of ult: rvative
has targeted the liberal senator
for defeat. Although the committee has

making hi
the leading recipients of NCPAC con-
tributions — Abdnor now says that the
group has hurt his campaign.

In the race for the Abdnor House seat, |,
Clintlhbuu(ﬂ)amumuww
atate Rt o]
to win easily over the?uhhc Utility
Commlumr. Ken Stofferahn, a hb-

836,000 of ca ign contributi
from 20 oil companies among others.
“There's an oil spill in Abdnor's office,”
gibes one McGovern campaign flyer.
Until recently, McGovern has la-
bored against opposition that he be-
lieves is more formidable than Abdnor:
the National Conservative Political Ac-
tion Committee (NCPAC), an umbrella

eral d of
Wplaminthshh
mndwedmmﬁmm
tal di TETETE e
pears to have hardly suffered by di.s-

chle (D) should have no tmuble holding
(continued on page iz %

PNTIATIVES

California’s Proposition 13 of four
years ago put the initiative process in
thespotlight, and this year voters in the
Rocky Mountain and Great Plains reg-
ion will have similar opportunities to
set policy at the ballot box.

MONTANA

Initiatives are on the ballot in 1980 to
force disclosure of lobbyists’ expendi-
tures in the state, ban the disposal of
uranium tailings in Montana, initiate
tax indexing, and impose mandatory

yeling B

Polls indicate that the lobbyist dis-
closure measure is favored by a large
majority of Montanans. Tax indexing,
favored in some form by both candi-
dates for governor, is also expected by
most to pass.

But Initiative 84, the uranium tail-
ings measure, is going to be close, and
Initiative 87, the recycling law, is the
target of an unprecedented media effort
that may defeat it.

Polls in September indicated a siza-
ble majority of Montanans favored the
recycling initiative, which would set a
deposit of five cents or more on all be-
verage containers by 1983. It would
also require that no parts of a metal
containers be detachable and that a de-
posit refund label be prominently dis-
played. Similar recycling laws are in
effect in states such as Oregon and
Vermont, where they have effectively
reduced litter and saved energy that
would otherwise be used to make new

campaigning, MeGovern has spant the
last few months tracking thousands of
miles across the South Dakota plains,
scrambling to catch up. The latest polls
show that Abdnor's lead has slipped
from 26 percentage points to 12.
McGovern hae.kan say that their polls

ity earned from his 18 years in the Se-
nate, and the fact that he stands nextin
line for the chairmanship of the Senate
Agriculture Committee, a pivotal posi-
tion never held by a South Dakatan.
For McGovern, dubbed "Congress’ Mr.
Farmer” by U.S. Senate Majority
Leader Robert Byrd, support in South
Dakota has always beenbundanag-
ricultural issues, such a8 high price
supports for farm

But the “Committee Against Forced
Deposits” has raised and is spending
more money than either of the candi-
dates in the gubernatorial race to de-
feat the initiative. The money comes
primarily from in-state bottlers and out
of state companies like Adolph Coors
Co. (36,644), the Coca Cola Co.
($27,500), and Kerr Glass Manufactur-
ing Corp. of Los Angeles ($8,030).

One Helena resident said that the
bag from his grocery shopping was emb-
lazoned with “Vote against 87." Don
Snow, director of the Environmental
Center, said that dnplb its initial
m“h"‘?. there was now "a very good
chance of (the initiative) going down
the tubes.”

Ed Dobson of Billings is not so pes-
imistic about his initiative toblock the

Although MeGovern's main con-
tributions have been in the area of nut-
rition and family planning, he has been
instrumental in passing key environ-
mental legislation, such as the Clean
Water Act and the National Environ-
mental Policy Act, and has been

dumping of uranium tailings in the
state. It would correct the flawin a state
law which bans the dumping of out-of-
state tailings in Montana, which Dob-
son says could be challenged in court as
discriminatory.

"Montanans for Jobs and Mining,”

acl:aal]y fu.nded by the Mnnr.ena Min-
ing A ion, saysitisi Ito

mvutwhenfwedmththe uncertainty ||
of a political ca

haul ore or tailings out of the state, and
therefore the initiative would make it
“economically unfeasible” to mine
uranium in Montana. MJM also claims
that the measure could cause shortages
of radioactive materials used to treat

mpaign.

- With financial ba:kmg from Union
Carbide and Anaconda Copper Co.,
which has recently received permission
to explore for uranium in eastern South
Dakota, Citizens Against the Ban has
been running a hlghly vigible and ex-

cancer that its r

neive

might later be applied to other miner-
als, and that Dobson’s campaign is fi-
‘nanced by "well-heeled” out-of-state in-
tereats.

In fact, Dobson, a former employee of
Friends of the Earth, has far less fund-
ing than the initiative's opponents, who
had about $45,000, most of it from out-
of-state corporations, to spend in late
September.

Dobson says the only uranium min-
ing now likely in Montana would be in
the eastern part of the state, near Al-
zada, where Amoco Minerals and two
other companies are operating, and the
mining there is likely to be "in situ,”
which creates no tailings. If tailings
wmlprvblem.hesnld.thwm\lﬁbe

If disposal i in the state appears to be

So far the Black Hills Energy Coali-
tion has spent only $6,000 on a cam-
paign that has relied primarily on gras-
sroots efforts, While the uranium in-
itiative has received numerous en-
dorsements from such organizations as
the state’s Education Association,
Christian groups, farm coalitions such
asthe National Farm Organization, the
United Family Farmers and Sen.

and the election, the South Dakotal|
Humanities Association is sponsoring||
11 meetings around the state to debate||
the initiative. These meetings will in-
clude speakers from the Black Hills
Energy Coalition, the state Conserva-
tion Commission, the Black Hills Al-
liance, and possibly some concerned

fora

— this, he said, would put control over
any milling and tailings disposal under
state control.

SOUTH DAKOTA

"The Uranium Initiative: if it wins,
you lose” reads a full page in the Black
Hills Press. All South Dakota dailies
are running similar ads, part of  well-
financed campaign run by "Citizens
Against the Ban" to kill a South Dakota
ballot initiative that would require
voter approval of proposals for uranium
mines, mills, radioactive waste dumps
and nuclear power plants.

Efforts to put the uranium issue on
the November ballot were initiated by
the Black Hills Energy Coalition, a
group that includes ranchers and en-
vironmentalists concerned about the’
impacts of mining in the uranium-rich
area. In June 1979, the group kicked off
its campaign for the initiative with the
enllochon ot' 20,000 p.ﬁﬁun t

-raise the current five percent oil and

Energy P
NORTH DAKOTA

In North Dakota, an active gras-
sroots campaign is underway for In-
itiated Measure No. 8, which would

natural gas production tax to 11%% for
oil extracted in the state. The tax would
raise an estimated $241 million in the
next two years, providing $108.5 mil-
lion for education|$108.5 million for
¢ and income tax relief, and $24
million for an energy conservation
trust fund. The interest from this trust ||
would fund the development of alterna-
tive sources of energy in the state.

C igning for the is the
Committee for Quality Education and
Tax Relief, a coalition comprised of the
North Dakota Education Association,
the state’s Farmers Union, the

I..“mnl’nrry secretary of the
"We feel that landowners whn don't

_dorsed by Gov. Arthur Link (D) and op-
posed by gubernatorial challenger
Allen Olson (R).

have uranium ore on their The C ittee for Fair T is
should have the right to know how min- ly mobilizing ition to the
ing will affect them, and & voice in Under the chai hip of
‘whether or not it shiould be done.” Wmu,mummw-

On the other gide, the chai of ber “of C: the group is
Citizens Against the Bam, Angus r\u:niu & high-powered media cam-
Anson, argues that “the initiative paign, which proponents of the measure
measure will ban safe uranium de- hhmhhmmﬁmmlm

volnmmmSWtthm He says
that"fe panies would be willing to

‘money. The committee has not d:r
closed its finances.
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“Lee Metcalf” wilderness may shrink to BN , Melcher’s size

by Jim Robbins and Ken Western

BOZEMAN, Mont. — Fifteen miles
south of Bozeman the Spanish Peaks
rise up to form the beginning of the
Madison crest, a range of mountains
that winds 50 miles south to Hebgen
Lake near Yellowstone Park.

Five clusters of peaks, some reaching
over 11,000 feet, are scattered through-
out the area. Formed by glaciation,
these peaks are the source of 57
tributaries of the Madison and Gallatin
rivers, two of Montana's finest trout

would be included in the

HA-NANA LAKE in the Taylor-Hilgard Wi

streams. Timber in this region has re-
mained, for the most part, untouched,
even though logging has been moder-
ately heavy in some areas of the state
for the last 20 years. *

A group of conservationists in south-
western Montana have formed the
Madison-Gallatin Alliance, hoping to
have 560,000 acres set aside as the Lee
Metcalf Wilderness Area, named after
the late Montana senator.

Metcalf, in 17 years in the U.S. Se-
nate, left a legacy of wilderness preser-
vation and environmental laws that in-

A

resentatives of the Gold Cup Mining Co. scout the site of a proposed mine.

Phote by USDA Foreut Service
lderness Study Area, which
Lee Metcalf Wilderness.

cluded the Montana Wilderness Study
Act, protection for the three forks of the
Flathead River, and wilderness desig-
nation for the Absaroka-Beartooth and
Great Bear wilderness areas.

MELCHER'S MARK

But a recent U.S. Forest Service re-
commendation for the Madison-
Gallatin area did not do justice to
Metcalf's memory, according to the
Madison-Gallatin Alliance. Rather, it
bore the mark of a traditional foe of
large wilderness areas in southwestern
Montana, the state’s current senior
senator, John Melcher (D). According to
the group, the Forest Service's proposed
boundaries follow those suggested by
Melcher and one of the landowners in
the area, Burlington Northern, Inc.

“We didn't get anything,” com-
mented Richard Tenney, a Bozeman
cardiologist and one of the originators
of the Metcalf proposal. The Forest Ser-
vice recommended 157,826 acres of wil-
derness in a draft environmental im-
pact statement. That included less than
half of the Taylor-Hilgard Unit, a
389,000-acre area of the Beaverhead
and Gallatin national forests that con-
servationists hoped to protect in its en-
tirety as wilderness.

Burlington Northern, Inc., plans to
build a logging road across federal land
to its checkerboard-ownership timber-
lands in the Buck Creek and Yellow
Mules drainage; the inclusion of these

areas was viewed as crucial by ‘wilder-
ness proponents, but the Forest Serviee .

left them out. Attempts to block the

roadbuilding in court were dealt a
blow recently, when the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals refused to overturn a
lower court decision in BN's favor.
Tenney is one of the originatorsof the
proposal, which came about, he said,
because of the recently approved River
of No Return Wilderness Area in the
rugged mountain country of central

* Idaho. The River of No Return Wilder-

ness is the largest in the lower 48
states, with 2.2 million protected acres.
“Everywhere I went — Boston, Haiti,
wherever — I heard of the River of No
Return Wilderness,” Tenney said. "I
figured, ifthey can do it, why can't we?”
"This is one of the most critical areas
in Montana,” Tenney said. "You've got
nearly 600,000 acres of roadless area —
de facto wilderness — and a chance to
preserve the entire Madison-Gallatin
ecosystem. There isn't a good reason
not to preserve this area as wilderness.”
Alliance officials say their proposal,
in part, would provide protection for the
grizzly bear in an area threatened by
development. Major logging roads such
as BN's, a power line corridor and a ski
resort are all possibilities in the area.
Complicating the issue is the check-
erboard ownership of land by BN, west
of Big Sky in the Jack Creek drainage.
As an incentive for construction of
the transcontinental railway during
the 18008, the federal government
granted large amounts of land that lay
along the tracks to the railroad com-
panies. Because people had settled on
some lands that would hayve gone to the
Northern Pacific Railroad, they re-
ceived instead substitute land in the
]
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GOLD, SILVER AND PLATINUM have been found near the top of Big
Timber Canyon in the Crazy Mountains. Forest Service officials and rep-

Rugged Montana

by Dan Hollow

LIVINGSTON, Mont. — While wil-
derness advocates concentrate their ef-
forts on the Taylor-Hilgard (Lee Met-
calf) wilderness proposals in south-
western Montana, another mountain
area to the northeast runs the risk of
becoming what some observers call a
“sacrifice area” to development in-
terests.

The range is called the Crazy Moun-
tains — old-timers say the name comes
from a woman who wandered lost in the
mountains after her family was killed
by Indians. ]

A proposed open-pit gold and
platinum mine is the biggest threat to
the wild and rugged range, and, added
to oil and gas exploration, other min-
eral claims and plans for summer
homes development, it casts a bleak
shadow over the mountains’ future.

The range is unique, set apart from
the ‘continental spine of the Rocky
Mountains, rising abruptly from the
open grazing lands and grain fields that
surround it on all sides. Several peaks
over 11,000 feet stand out above a com-
plex series of bare, rocky ridges. Some
of its adherents say it has more scenic
spectacle than the Taylor-Hilgard area.

Logging has taken place in the lower
hills in the northern end, but the cen-
tral core has remained untouched until
recently, save for a network of trails
that criss-crossed the mountains bet-
ween a score of pristine, trout-filled
lakes.

The Crazies were taken out of conten-
tion for wilderness partly because of a

range: q

checkerboard pattern of ownership.
Many say the decision was a green light
for the Forest Service to make the range
host to developers excluded elsewhere.

Amoco Production, Inc., has nearly
completed testing on a 12,000-foot exp-
loratory oil and gas well in the western
foothills; Chevron drilled an appar-
ently unsuccessful test hole in Big
Timber Canyon last summer; and an
Amoco subsidiary carried out a second
season of extensive seismic testing on
private lands this summer. As part of
the Overthrust Belt, the Crazies are
considered a potentially rich repogitory
for oil and gas.

Amoco recently submitted an appli-
cation to the Forest Service to follow up
with a third round of seismic testing —
this time with four helicopters ferrying
10 portable drills and 50 workers to
drill shot holes on three lines running
eight miles east to west in the northern
part of the range.

The blasting is planned in known elk
range frequented by hunters.

Amoco, Chevron and Arco have tied
up the oil and gas leases both in the-
private and public sections, some of
which the Forest Service opened for
leases just last year.

The most advanced plans for mineral
development, however, belong to the
Gold Cup Mining Co,, owned primarily
by a group from Grassrange, Mont.,
which claims to have found rich gold-
bearing quartz veins at the head of Big
Timber Creek on the east side of the
mountains.

Assays done for Gold Cup on 26 tons
of ore taken out by helicopterin August




Gallatin Forest.

These lands, some 180,000 acres, are
held today by Burlington Northern, a
descendant of Northern Pacific. Since
checkerboard ownership poses a prob-
lem for both BN and the Forest Service,
they have entered into negotiations
several times to trade BN land in the
Gallatin Forest for Forest Service land
elsewhere. These efforts, however, have
been stymied.

Most recently, in 1978, during prep-
aration of an environmental impact
statement on a land swap for the whole
179,000 acres, Melcher attached an
amendment to a national parks and re-
creation bill that mandated congres-
sional approval for all federal land ex-
changes greater than 6,400 acres, re-
sulting in abandonment of the trade.

Melcher recently also attached a
rider to the Alaskan wilderness bill
that would allow BN to cross federal
land to log its property. That bill is stal-
led in House-Senate conference.

PRIVATE LANDS

Included in the Forest Service's pre-
ferred alternative is 27,245 acres of pri-
vate land recommended for wilderness
designation, Most of the land is owned
by BN. The Forest Service reports that
the firm has "indicated a willingness to
exchange out of the proposed wilder-
ness ifsuitable national forest lands are
made available outside the area,” in
Jack Creek, for instance.

Those areas not proposed for wilder-
ness would be available for timbering,
motorized and non-motorized vehicl

gas exploration and development, with
about 40,000 acres of current lease ap-
plications located within the proposed
nonwilderness section, the Forest Ser-
vice said.

The Forest Service also estimates
that about 11.7 million board-feet of
timber could be harvested annually
during the first decade of use. Of con-
siderable interest to loggers is the op-
portunity to "salvage” insect-killed
timber and timber stands highly sus-
ceptible to the insects.

Advocates of the Lee Metcalf Wilder-
ness proposal argue that the timber
value of the area is marginal, and that
BN is simply using it as a test case for
accese rights,

BN spokesman Don Nettleton de-
nies it. "Averaged out for the whole
area that acreage is marginal,” he said.
"But absolutely, there is valuable
timber...Those folks (in the Madison-
Gallatin Alliance) are anti's — anti-
land use.”

Snowmobilers, adamantly opposed to

the alliance proposal, have been as-
sured by the Forest Service that the Big
Sky Snowmobile Trail stretching
roughly 50 miles from the mouth of Gal-
latin Canyon to West Yellowstone
would be maintained under the prefer-
red alternative, along with the "play
areas” used by participants.

Montana's other senator, Max
Baucus (D), has not committed himself,
but said that he considers the Lee Met-
calf Wilderness possibility "a serious
proposal.” “However,” he said, "there
are a lot of unanswered questions, such
as the checkerboard ownership pat-
tern.”

In addition, the Forest Service re-
commendation leaves the way open for
consideration of a 161-kilovelt power-
line corridor fron Ennis to Big Sky
through Jack Creek. Environmental
groups have opposed the corridor in
court and questioned the backers’ mo-
tives, suggesting that Montana Power
Company and BN may be interested in
opening Jack Creek to residential and
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second-home development.

The Forest Service is well-aware of
the wilderness advocates’ interest, not-
ing that classification of a portion of the
Madison Range "would be responsive to
a long-standing local demand for some
wilderness in the Madison Range.” But
the Forest Service also states another
consideration in its draft EIS: that es-
tablishment of more wilderness
"would not be necessary to provide fora
better geographical distribution of wil-
derness to the National Wilderuasa
Preservation System.”

Public hearings on Taylor-Hilgard as
well as two other proposed Montana
wilderness areas (Mount Henry and
West Pioneer) will be held in Libby on
Oct. 28; Bozeman, Oct. 30; Dillon, Nov.
5; and Helena, Nov. 6.

Jim Robbins is a freelance writer
based in Helena, Mont. Ken Western is
a freelance writer based in Bozeman,
Mont.

use, oil and gas exploration, and wild-
life habitat management activities on
suitable sites, according to the Forest
Service.

Mozt of the Overthrust Belt within

the area would be available for oil and
T e S i AP

‘sacrifice area’?

showed 19.2 ounces of gold, 2.5 ounces
of platinumand 17 to 58 ounces of silver
per ton. But the Forest Service's first
"grab samples” showed drastically
lower results. The Forest Service is
waiting to hear the results of represen-
tative samples taken from the 26 tons.

The Grassrange miners found finan-
cial backing for their plans last year
from a Las Vegas, Nev., outfit known as
Monitor Investment Services. Ray
Reese, representing Monitor, said the
investors are willing to spend whatever
is necessary to satisfy the environmen-
talists and state and federal officials.
Reese declined to reveal who the inves-
tors are.

Two Colorado firms, Viking Explora-
tion and Mile High Lode and Placer,
have also staked out claims in the ca-
nyon.

Gold Cup’s proposed open pit mine
gite is just over the top of the Crazies
from a recently approved road across
about three miles of national forest
land into a privately owned section on
Cottonwood Creek, where a rancher
plans to build summer cabins, The
two-sided thrust would sever the road-
less core of the range.

Big Timber Creek flows down an im-
pressive canyon with walls that rise
sheer to the double summits of Big
Timber and Crazy Peak. Situated in a
high bagin that empties down cascades
from the south, Granite Lake, Blue
Lake, Pear Lake and Thunder Lake are
a popular destination for hikers and
horseback travelers. The shallower
Twin Lakes are tucked in the top of the
north side of the canyon, below the gla-

The proposed Lee
Metcalf Wilderness
would include
560,000 acres in the
Madison Range in
southwestern Mon-
tana, but the U.S.

Forest service favors
Fa smaller wilderness

area of 157,826 acres.

The Crazy Moun-
tains le in the south-
central part of the

state, north of
Livingston.

Map drawn by K. Bogan
——

i

cial cirque where the claims are staked.

The company was told at first by the
Department of State Lands that it could
develop the claims without being sub-
ject to the state hardrock mining law
because of a "Small Miner's Exclusion,”
which allows an exemption for opera-
tions that do not disturb more than five
acres of land or produce more than
36,500 tons of ore a year.

Gold Cup proceeded to clear and bull-
doze a mile and a half road, using a
“special-use permit” that the Big
Timber ranger issued after an unpubli-
cized 15-day, in-house environmental
assessment.

At that point, Gallatin National
Forest headquarters in Bozeman began
to receive protest calls and letters,
largely from hikers who had suddenly
found a erude road in place of a popular
forest trail. Early in August, shortly
before the end of a 30-day deadline for

review, the Forest Service announced -

that approval afthe operating plan was
going to be delayed.
The Wilderness Souel:y and others

are now asking that a full-scale en-
vironmental impact statement be done,
not just on the Gold Cup plans, but on
mineral development in general in the
Crazies. :

"The potential loss of one of
Montana’s wildest and more beautiful
mountain ranges is simply too great to
do otherwise,” said Bill Cunningham of
the Wilderness Society.

“This is a high, fragile area; if it be-
comes a major open pit mine, we're
looking at major changes in the whole
face of this country,” he said.

Cunningham, Harrison Fagg (a state
representative from Billings), Forest
Bervice and state lands officials hiked
to the claims last month. Bruce
Hayden, administrator of the Reclama-
tion Division of the State Lands De-
partment, said afterwards that it was
clear Gold Cup plans more than just a
few prospectors packing out an occa-
sional load of aore.

As a result, Gold Cup will not get the
small miners’ exclusion. The company
will have to provide detailed mape and

plans of the operation, and post a cash
reclamation bond. Hayden said the
state may require a full-scale environ-
mental impact statement.

That may not halt development of the
mine, however,

. Cunningham blames the Forest Ser-
viee for allowing "piecemeal decisions
and haphazard development” in the
Crazies. If the Cottonwood Creek road
goes in on one side and the mine de-
velopment on the other, he says, that
will be "the bisection and the end of the
Crazies as we know them.” Worst of all,
to Cunningham, there is no organized
opposition or watchdogging. "The
Crazies are spectacular and they really
are 1gnourl ln says, "and they are
being clobbered.’

Dan Hollow is a reporter for the
Enterprise in Livingston,
Mont.
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Capitol
Currents

by Lonnie Rosenwald
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congres-

sional Democrats are maneuvering to .

clear the way for coal slurry pipelines,
with important amendments to pend-
ing legislation.

Most coal is now carried from mines
to utilities by rail. Only one pipeline,
which pumps finely ground coal mixed
with water between Arizona and
Wicea ing. But 3
are pnndering eight others.

But would-be operators complain
that railroads have squeezed them out
of the competiton by refusing to allow
pipelines to cross their land, which cov-
ers vast areas in some parts of the coun-

try.
C hasbeenny hetic to the

ipeli lai Until
ly, h , & bill d by

the Houne Public Works Committee,
HR 4370, failed to gain the support of
the pipeline industry.

Rep. Bob Eckhardt (D-Tex.) has
proposed amendments to the bill that
would strengthen the hand of the com-
panies in their efforts to acquire land.
At the same time it would weaken the
powers of the states through which the

pelines would pass.

The first part of the Eckhardt
amendment, extending the power of
eminent domain from railroad lands to
all private lands, is being assailed by
both the American Railroad Associa-

Congress could clear way for coal slurry

tion and the Environmental Policy
Center.

“We are against eminent domain,
which is a federal preference to a pri-
vate entrepreneur,” said Kay Martin,
an AAR lobbyist. "Railroads as com-
mon carriers are obliged to carry every-
thing,” Martin said.

John McCormick of the Environmen-
tal Poliey Center said eminent domain,
the legal right to condemn private
property, “gives it (a pipeline company)
considerable power to roll over states.”

But the pipeline companies have ar-
gued that they need the power of emi-
nent domain to build pipelines in the
cheapest way.

"If you are trying to build a multi-
billion dulinr and several thn\uand
mile pipeli b an Eckhard
aide, "you can't zigzag your way along
until you find somebody who will sell
you a piece of land.”

It is the second facet of the Eckhardt
amendment, however, which would af-
fect the West most dramatically, The
Public Works bill requires written ap-
proval from all states whose surface or
groundwater would be affected by a

ipeline. Eckhardt’s d: leaves
the decision up to the state where the
pipeline begins.

The reasoning behind the original
provision was that water bodies may
extend well beyond ‘the. boundaries of
the states where they originate. But
Eckhardt argues that the “relative
rights” of states to water supplies is a
matter for the courts, not Congress, to
determine.

The Senate will resume work on the
bill after the November election.

Supporters are optimistic about pas-

sage, claiming the only significant op-
position comes from the railroads, who
are trying to protect their financial
interests.

“There's only one national environ-
mental group that's taken a position
against it,” says Eckhardt’s aide. "It
boils down to the railroads trying to
preserve their monopolistic position.”
The Association levels similar charges
against the motives of the pipeline
lobby, claiming the issue has been mis-
represented as a matter of boosting

Geologist: ‘Major’

LARAMIE, Wyo. — Recent reports of
"major” or “giant” oil discoveries in the
Overthrust Belt of western Wyoming
must be kept in perspective, according
to a University of Wyoming geology
professor.

Dr. D. C. Blackstone, Jr., a UW fa-
eulty member for 34 years, says oil in-
dustry terminology tends to make pet-
roleum discoveries sound more impres-
sive than they are.

"A ‘major” or 'giant’ oil field means a
field with over 100-million barrels ul-
timate reserve,” Blackstone says.
“We've had about three such dis-
coveries in the past 10 years in the state
and I expect that current exploration in
weatern Wyoming may result in two or
three more "major’ discoveries.

“But what must be kept in mind is
that we're using oil at the rate of 17-18
million barrels per day in this country
and at that rate of consumption, three

SOUTHERN ESCARPMENT of the Kuiparowits Plateau in Utah, where
California utilities want to dig five underground coal mines to feed a prop-
osed shurry pipeline carrying coal to out-of-state power plants.

Hot Ling '"’i.

YET ANOTHER KAIPAROWITS
PLAN. Companies owning coal and
water rights on the Kaiparowits
plateau want to study the feasibility of
mining the coal underground and send-
ing it by slurry pipeline to California.
Southern California Edison and San
Diego Gas and Electric are asking Utah
Gov. Scott Matheson to endorse their
proposal asking the U.S, Department of
Energy for $8 million to study the idea.
Plans call for five deep mines in the
Kaiparowits area but no power plant.
Upon reaching California, the coal
would be gasified. Matheson has tenta-
tively endorsed the plan, but expressed
concern about the loss of 10,000 acre-
feet of Utah water needed in the
pipeline.
URANIUM AGREEMENT. The
Wyoming Outdoor Council, the Nue-
lear Regulatory Commission and West-
ern Nuclear, Inc. have reached agree-
ment on pollution clean-up and
itoring at Western Nuclear's Split

Rock uranium mill ig Jeffrey City,
Wyo. WOC has agreed to withdraw its

intervention in the reli

energy supplies.

"We have tried todispell that impres-
sion. It does not create energy. It is not
an energy issue, It is a transportation
issue,” the Association’s Martin said.

She refused to predict the chance for
passage of a pipeline bill this year.

Lonnie Rosenwald is working in the
office of columnist Jack Anderson in
‘Washington, D.C.

find, minor relief

‘major’ oil discoveries in western
Wyoming would only supply us for
about 17 days.”

And that isn't the only problem,
Blackstone says.

"You can't simply take a
100-million-barrel discovery and turn
it on for five days and have all that oil.
It takes 20 years to get it all out. So a
single ‘major’ discovery doesn't help us
much in the short term.”

As to the potential of Overthrust Belt
production, Blackstone says that some
significant natural gas finds have been
made recently. But he adds, "You hear
a lot of people saying that if we'd just
take off government regulations and
taxes and so forth, the industry will dis-
cover, in the continental U.8,, all the oil
we need. But we are very efficient at oil
explorauon in this country and our con-

has led our di 'y
rate for many years.” ] .

mill in exchange for several stipula-
tions attached to the license. Western
Nuclear has agreed to monitor
groundwater hydrology and minimize
impacts from seepage of contaminants
from the mill into the Sweetwater
River. Bradley Booke, attorney for
WOC, says, "We got everything we
were looking for in the agreement...and
this is not a program that Western Nuc-
lear can't live with.”

OVERTHRUST DECISION. A fed-
eral judge in Cheyenne, Wyo.; has or-
dered the U.S. Interior Department to
repart to Congress that certain wilder-
ness study areas above the potentially
petroleum-rich Overthrust Belt in
Wyoming and Montana have been
withdrawn from mineral leasing. The
ruling came in a lawsuit brought by the
Mountain States Legal Foundation, an
industry-supported, non-profit legal
corporation. Under the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act, Interior is
required to report mineral withdraw-
als. The decision, by federal district
judge Clarence Brimmer, says that
“further study” areas under RARE II
(the Forest Serviee's second Roadless
Area Review and Evaluation) consti-
tute withdrawals. Interior can report
the withdrawals to Congress within 30
days or appeal the decision. The full
impact of the decision is still being
studied by parties to the suit. The areas
affected are the Palisades further plan-

ing of the
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Navajos set up tribal authority for energy development

by Marjane Ambler

In an effort to take control of energy
development on its reservation, the
Navajo Tribe has created its own
energy company, the Navajo Energy
Development Authority.

NEDA will be operated for profit and
directed by a board of seven, four mem-
bers of which will have experience in
energy development. The other three
will be tribal council members. Peter
MacDonald, chairman of the Navajo
Tribe, will serve as chairman of the
board.

NEDA is the brain child of the tribe
and Ahmed Kooros, Iran's former de-
puty minister for finance and oil, who
now serves ag chief economist for the
Council of Energy Resource Tribes.
Kooros hopes NEDA can serve as a
model for other tribes. He sees it as a
mechanism for increasing tribal control
and for making it easier for corpora-
tions to do business with Indian tribes.

Since MacDonald was elected in
1970, the Navajo Tribe has signed only
one new mineral contract. While it has
renegotiated some old contractsand ag-
reed on one joint venture for uranium
exploration, the tribe has been reluc-
tant to commit itself to other contracts
until it determined how to assure tribal
control and a larger financial return.

The tribe has been unhappy with the
long terms and flat royalty rateson past
leases, and tribal representatives say it
is unlikely they will ever consider tradi-

ning area in the Bridger-Teton and
Targhee National Forests and the
RARE Il areas adjacent to the Bob Mar-
shall, Great Bear and Lincoln-
Scapegoat Wilderness Areas in Mon-
tana.

POTATO POWER. Some of Idaho's
famous potatoes will be sacrificed tothe
gasoline god as the Spudeohol plant in
Pingree, Idaho,goes on line as the first
commercial producer of alecohol for
gasohol in the state. The plant will pro-
duce 1,000 to 1,500 gallons of 190 proof
alcohol daily. The company has a con-
tract to sell the alcohol to Trimble Oil
Co. of Boise.

FED ENERGY DEVELOPMENT. It
may not impress Ronald Reagan, who
claims the only thing standing between
us and abundant domestic energy de-
velopment is the federal government,
but the Carter administration is toot-
ing its horn on energy produced from
public lands over the last three years.
Under Secretary of Interior James A.
Joseph and Assistant Secretary Guy
Martin have been visiting such groups
as the Gas Men's Roundtable to point
out that 124 million acres of public land
have been dropped from wilderness
study and are open to energy explora-
tion, oil shale leasing has expanded,
and new leases have been sold on the
Outer Continental Shelf. To this par-
kicular teri i

Martin
AHMED KOOROS describing the Navajo Energy Development Au-
thority at a recent meeting of the Council of Energy Resource Tribes.

Photo by

tional leases in the future. Other op-
tions, such as service contracts and
joint ventures, involve more risk and
more capital from the tribes, but they
assure the Navajos of more control and
more financial return, according to tri-
bal sources.

Under service contracts, NEDA

would be more interested in joint ven-
tures.

So far, companies from outside the
reservation have been reluctant to
agree to service contracts. "It's a purely
peychalogical barrier; they don’t want
to work for the tribes,” Kooros says.
NEDA was created to overcome such

st ies would be

would hire a to conduct the
exploration and development work. For
projects that require high initial capital
outlay, such as synfuels plants, NEDA

especially boastful of oil and gas dril-
ling on federal lands in the Rocky
Mountains: 9500 wells in Colorado and
1,262 in Wyoming, according to Joseph.
UTILITY LOANS. The Idaho Public
Utility Commission has approved plans
by two Idaho power companies for
interest-free conservation loans to
homeowners to pay for insulation,
caulking, storm doors and windows and
other energy saving efforts, Customers
would not have to begin repaying the
loans for 10 years or until their homes
are sold. The two utilities are Idaho
Power Company and Utah Power and
Light. The PUC estimates that the
program could save IPC 71 million
kilowatta of power annually by 1986 at
a cost of $10.7 million and save UP &L
17 million KW.

RAIL DEREGULATION. The rail
deregulation bill that cleared Congress
early in October has some utilities wor-
ried about coal-hauling freight rates
they'll have to pay, according to
MecGraw-Hill's newsletter Electrical
Week. Because the legislation would
lessen constraints on rail freight in-
creases, electric consimers may be
forced to pay “higher costs than neces-
sary.” However, the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, when reviewing
rail rate increases, will be required to
consider “national energy policy,” i.e.,
plans for inereased coal use to replace
il

The
working for NEDA — not the tribal
council — and the NEDA board would
include some of their corporate peers.
Kooros points out that the windfall

profits tax legislation, from which

z

tribes are exempted, will also be a big
incentive to companies to consider al-
ternative coniracts so they can share in
the exemption's benefits.

NEDA also gives the tribe more con-
trol over the rate and pattern of produc-
tion on reservations. For example, so-
cial impacts can be reduced by not hav-
ing two projects starting at the same
time in the same area. NEDA could also

i o d

of

such as roads, which normally would be
left to the companies’ discretion.
Possible problems arising from the
board may include resentment of the
role played by MacDonald, who is view-
ed by some Navajos as solidifying his
dictatorial control over tribal govern-
ment. A powerful man, he is either in-
tensely disliked or respected.
MacDonald’s critics also say that be-
cause NEDA profits will be fed back
into the tribal coffer, tribal officials re-
- sponsible for environmental control
may be urged to bend their regulations
for NEDA projects.

Marjane Ambler is a former manag-
ing editor for the High Country News
who is studying Indian energy de-
velopment under a grant from the
Alicia Patterson Foundation.
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FICTION:

person realizes that:

ability to recharge.

port 250 such pipelines.

coal here.

measure for Wyoming.

ETSI

FICTION and FACT
from ETSI’S ALMANAC

It would be better for all concerned if coal pipelines
brought the water back in a separate pipeline.

FACT: This is a very common first reaction. But when the thinking

® The amount used (15,000 acre-feet) is less than Nature's

@ Enough water flows out of Wyoming each year to sup-
port 1,000 such pipelines.
@ Even Wyoming's legal share of this outflow would sup-

@ The amount used is one-eighth that required to burn the

® Returning the water from Arkansas in a pipeline violates
the growing Conservation Ethic by wasting steel pipe
(290,000 tons) and electric power (52,000 horsepower).

Then one concludes that coal pipelines represent a conservation

"Slurry Pipelines — Moving The Nation's Coal
Safely, Cleanly, Silently, Cheaply"
Energy Transportation Systems. inc

330 South Center ::'reet
Casper. Wyoming A260° {3071 PR5-1R00
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Just outside Laramie one raigy fall herptiles
day, I noticed some glisteningysllow  Herpti
and green blotches moving g the toads am
pavement. First there were onlyg fow, — turtle
then so many that I had to stop stare ~ While
and ponder how to proceed. warmer ¢

Ahead of me on the interstafy hun- more hos
dreds of small, tiger-striped qmpres animals,
slithered in all directions, Some had tile vacu
been reduced to a greenish smgr by has 42 s
earlier motorists. Most ¢

Iwas dumbfounded. Swervingfor big Justamam
game, stock, rabbits and evenmgtles- T0CES- Bu
nakes is routine in this state, Byt gobe 32W ON t
brought to a halt by a swam of terest. Fi
salamanders? On a high, windgageb- 204 the ©
rush flat? This was Wyoming— not changing
some steaming lowland jungls, lizard an

p Suddenly

I found out later that thispther- mors akl
worldly scene is all part of the fall wild- To tha
life spectacle around Laramie Each .

< . tion from
year in September young tiger by the
salamanders leave their puddls and
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partment
lakes to find a winter burrow. There's of Wyon
nothing unusual about it. Butl, like photogra)

many other wildlife lovers, wassrrow- £ the Dy
fully uninformed about the sueet of =
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leless skin thatis permeable to water. E to dry air dehyd-
‘@rates them; moisture gives them life. In arid climes they must therefore confine ®
:Mmblﬂﬁhmﬂuﬂudﬂy& H
@ To keep from drying out or freezing, the SPADEFOOT TOAD (top photo) can &
@ dig a burrow as deep as 15 feet. A chorus of spadefoots trilling, or “snoring,” as it
$is called, can be heard for a mile or more. The photo shows a trio of Great Basin

defoots, five days d from the tadpole stage. They range from southern
® British Columbia through the Great Basin to northern Arizona and New Mexico.
:“ -of the spadefoot's habits, most people have never seen one.
® The TIGER SALAMANDER (lower photo) is found throughout the United
& 5tates, excopt in New England. It is active from late March through September.

® The young emerge from the water in the fall and slither off to find a place to hole *
:Ipfwﬂu i R s, cell: vindow wells and manure heaps are :
°

@ favorite sites. "
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AID TOADS i

iramie one raigy fall herptiles.
me g]mtemu“,ua Herptiles are amphibians — frogs,
thes moving g, the toads and salamanders — and reptiles
here were onlyg fow, — turtles, lizards and snakes.
it T had to stap, stare While I was right in thinking that
0 proceed, warmer climes and lowerelevations are
1 the interstalg hun- more hospitable for these cold-blooded
ger-striped cryytures  animals, the Rockies are hardly a herp-
lirections. Some had tile vacuum. Wyoming, for instance,
a greenish smgr by has 42 species. Colorado has 77.
Most of the public would probably
; : .. Jjust as soon leave herptiles under their
:;it:d ai‘{';’f;‘::&:;;‘: rocks. But an explosion of life such as I
n this state. Byt iobe 58W 01 the highway can spark an in-
alt by & swgm of terest. First, a drive through Laramie,
a high, windyageb- and the next thing you know you're ex-
vas Wyoming .- not changing significant looks with a sage
wland}ung]e lizard and hunting for gopher snakes.
3 Suddenly, you feel you've got to know
EeE lhaF this mh_“' more about your cold-blooded cousins.
Upart of thefillwild- 'py gpgy end, we offer here informa-
jund Laramig E“h tion from a useful book just published
mber youRgiger by the Wyoming Game and Fish De-
‘e their puddies ‘5“1 partment, Amphibians and Reptiles
nter burrow. fhere’s of Wyoming, and a selection of vivid
about it. Buf, like photographic portraits by Dick Randall

fe lovers, WARRIOW-  of the Defenders of Wildlife.
about the subject of

o sagebrush lizard

REPTILES' SCALES protect them from dehydration and abrasion. Unlike hil reptiles live and

reproduce entirely on land. Their eggs are covered with a leathery shell and usually deposited in sand or
soil.

.
At 2.2, inches snout-to-vent, the SAGEBRUSH LIZARD (above) is diminutive compared with its ® 4
10-foot-long foreign cousin, the Komodo Dragon. But most North American lizards are undq-idltinchu. cxt

Fond of rock outcrops in dry country, the northern sagebrush lizard Hives in Wyomi :
northern New Mexico and across the Great Basin to northern California’s Pacific Con‘l.'l‘bolmdp\iehud .
here is regenerating a broken tail, which for some reason has developed a fork. :

The GREAT BASIN GOPHER SNAKE's forked tongue (left) gathers tastes or smells to be analyzed by its
“Jacobsen’s organ” on the roof of its mouth, which allows snakes to follow scent trails. The Great I'asin
gopher snake is a big, harmless reptile that lives in sagebrush deserts. Three sp from Sweet
County, Wyo., averaged over four feet long.

i""ig"" g

gopher snake!

l.lo“"inoloooc-oooooouo-.lo-oco...-0ooooocoouo.o.c.o.ot.o..-oooo........o.
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STATE OF WYOMING

Financial Statements of Insurance
Companies which are Authorized to do

business in Wyoming.

Published in High Country News
Aug. 22; Sept. §, 19; Oct. 3, 17, 31,

1980

DEPARTMENT OF
STATE OF G
’Guuuul Arinl.nn Underwriters, Inc.,

N-ﬁ-lh-u-llm
10834 Natural Bridge Road, . Louis, Mis-

souri 63134

Lambert Field, P.0. Box 10156, St. Louis,
Missouri 63145

BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR

GROSS IVED 656

Losses Paid Deducting Salvage 823,116

Losses Incurred 1,110,334

Total Admitted Aseets 11,388,675
Liabilities

c-pml Stock Paid Up s

022,435

[hmma during year ending Dleunhor 31,

3,170,092

lxpndttm- for year ending Dmmber 31,

A02,796
I‘um-nl tn smm 26-3-129 (b), Wyominc

kmwld,. -nd belief, m. inpurer Ibu“

THE NATIONAL INVESTORS LIFE IN-
SURANCE COMPANY

Home Office: Second and Broadway Streets,
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Mailing Address: Post Office Box 3668, Little
Rock, Arkansas 72203
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1979
Insurance Written

Total Admitted Assets 167,684,983
Liabilities 156,630,838
Capital Stock Paid Up 2,000,000
9,064,124

Income during year ending December 31,
1979 67,133,721
l-pndibunn-lm- year ending 31,
58,761,707

?um-m o Baai.onmm ib), Wyoming

'ARTMENT OF
STATE OF WYOMING
NATIONAL OLD LINE INSURANCE

COMP,
{Mail) P-O. Box 2900; Little Rock, Arkansas
(Homs) Capital 8 Woodlane, Little Rock, Ar-

kansss 72201

BUSINESS IN 'THE YEAR
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1979

Insurance Written $7,111,000
Gross Premi;

ums Recsived 65
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 109,130.56
Direct Benefits and Losses Incur-
red

114,826.90
Total Admitted Assets 232,945,629
Liahilities 205,075,151
Capital Stock Paid Up 5,691,449
22,179,028
Income during year ending December 31,
1878 61,187,888
Expenditures for year ending December 31,
1979 - 2,480,148
P-nmh!tﬂ.imﬂmm‘m
and belief, the insurer abave
mﬂhmdxﬁhm
the laws of this relating to insurance,
and it is duly authorized to transsct
of insurance in the State of Wyem-
Dated Aug. 21, 1980
a John T.

BTATE OF WYOMING
National Fidelity Life Insurance Company
1002 Walout Strest, Kansas City, Misouri

BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR
ENDING DECEMBER 31,

Indarance Written

‘Gross Premiums Recsived 1,641,979

6,96
Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (b), Wyeming
In Code. I

Exp for year ending Dy n 31,
46,757,902
Plntu-nl m Scmn 26-3-129 (b), Wmmg

Line Reference Target LRT

DECEMEER 31, 1879
Written $992,149
Gross Premiums Received 411,862

206,576,514
Linbilities 174,163,216
Capital Stock Paid Up 1,111,000
Surplus 80,301,297
[num. during year ending December 31,
238,894,605

E:mditum for year ending December 31,
234,946,473

?""“m to Section mm {b), Wyoming
1

'my
knowledge and belief, the insurer above
th

Madison,
[BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR
ENDING IG DECEMBER 31, 1879

Total Admitted Assets 204,243,117
180,840,383

Capital Stock Paid Up NONE
13,402,734

Income during year ending December 31,
1878 42,150,146

!:leditlﬂ. for year ending December 31,

40,554,145

Pm.nms-cuun 26-3-129 (b), Wyoming
hl\nmmlmﬂ)mthhbmofmy
knowledge and belief, the insurer above
named is in all respects in compliance with
the luws of this State relating to insurance,
and it is duly suthorized to transact the busi-
ness of insurance in the state of Wyoming.
Dated Aug. 21, 1880

s John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
ional General Insurance
P.0. Box 10156 Lambert Field; St Louis,
Missouri 63145
10634 Natural Bridge Road; St. Louis, Mis-
mouri 63134

knn-tod‘n l.nd belief, the insurer above

the laws of this State relating o insurance,
and it is duly suthorized to transnet the busi.
neas of insurance in the State of Wyoming.
Dated Aug. 21, 1980

s John T. Langden

Insurance Commissioner

ARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
NATIONAL INDEMNITY COMPANY
3024 Harney Street, Omaha, Nebraska
68131
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1979
Gross Premiums Received §241,977.00
Loases Paid Deducting Salvage 140,922.00
Loases Incurred 2

108,298.00
Total Admitted Assets 409,798,815
Liabilities 192,036,504
Capital Stock Paid Up 5,500,000
Surplus 212,263,311
lmlm during year ending December 31,
126,636,554

" for year ending December 31,
1878 108, 554..364

Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (b, W:

Insurance Code, I certify that to the best of my
knowledge and belief, the insurer abave
named is in all respects in somplinnce with
the laws of this State relating to insurance,
amhtmluiy autharized to transact the busi-

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
BTATE OF WYOMING

National Independence Life Insurance Co.

Room 810 Mlinois Building Springfield, ILL

62701

Liberty Park, Frazer, PA
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1879

dge and belief, the ingurer above

NATIONAL PRODUCERS LIFE INSUR-
ANCE COMPANY
Mail: P.0. Box 16294 Phoenix, Arizons 85011
Home: 244 W. Osborn Phoenix, Arizona 85013
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1979

Wi

$0-
Gross Premiums Received © 12,573
Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 2,184
Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 1,758

Total Admitted Assets 30,814,007
Liabilities 27,173,817
(Capital Stock Paid Up 1,381,273
Surplus 2,248,916

Income during year ending December 31,
1879 3,687479
B-y.ndmmm for year ending December 31,
3,471,787
hmmm to Section 26-3-129 ®), Wyoming
Code, I certify th
knowledge . and belief, the insurer sbove
named is in all respects in compliance with
the laws of this State relating to insurance,
and it isduly authorized to transact the busi-
‘yoming.

ness of insurance in the Satate of W,
Dated Aug. 21, 1980

8 Jobn T. Langdon
Insurance

ingioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
BTATE OF WYOMING
National Liberty Life Ins. Co. of America
Liberty Park, Frazer, Pennsylvania 19355
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1979
No Direct Busineas in 1979

BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR :
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1878 Insurance Written it Written Nane
GROSS PREMIUMS RECEIVED $145319 Gross Premiuma Received 1,062 Gross Premiums Received Neme
Losses Paid Deducting Salvage 158,341 Direct Benefita and Loases Paid o Direct Benefita and Losses Paid  None
Incurred 160,962 Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred -0- Direct Benefits and Loases Incurred  None
Total Admitted Anseta 21,375,313 Total Admitted Assets 13,160,374 Total Admitted Assets $3,000,583
i 15,513,070 Liabilities 9,203,836 Liabilities 136,412
Capital Stock Paid Up 1,512,000 Capital Stock Paid Up éﬁ;g Capital Stock Paid Up 1,500,000
Smapbos. Surplus 1,364,170
lnme during year ending December 31, i
Il;;uéuinqyurlnﬂn.l)’ﬂbﬁ!l. assu;m lmm-d nsyllrlndlluhemb«;“l‘
Expenditures for year endi a1, for year ending L "—, di for year ending Decomber 31,
1878 b . 10,345,208 1978 141,754
Pursuant h&mon 26-3-129 (b), Wyomln,g

neas of insurance in tha State of Wyoming,
Dated Aug. 21, 1980
Langdon

National Fire Insurance Company of
Hartford
Mail — CNA Plaza — Chicago Tl

knowledge lld belief, the insurer -bnw-
named is in all respects in compliance with
the laws of this State relating to insurance,
and it is duly authorized to transact the bisi-
ness of insurance in the Btate of Wyoming.
Dated Aug. 21, 1980

8. John T.
Insurance

Home — 270 Farmington Avenue,
Farmington, Connecticut
BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR

Pursuant to Section 26-3-129 (b), Wyoming

Insurance Code, Lcertify that to the best ofmy

lnuwlﬁlp and belief, the insurer above

named is in all respeets in sompliance with

the laws of this State relating to insuranes,

and mudnlyaulhnnndmlnnmuhehm
of insurance in the State of Wyoming

Dated Aug. 21, 1880

5. John T. Langdon

Insurance Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
STATE OF WYOMING
NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE COM-

PANY
National Life Drive, Montpelier, Vermont
05602

BUSINESS IN WYOMING FOR THE YEAR

ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1879 ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1979

ENDING DECEMBER 51, 1978 Insurance Written 3 Insurance Written 722
'GROSS PREMIUMS RECEIVED ~ $90,828 Gross Premiums Received 27,015 Gross Premiuma Received 102,084
Laosses Paid Deducting Salvage 4,305 Direct Benafits and Losses Paid 18,715 Direct Benefits and Losses Paid 7,234
Losses Incurred 24,323 Direct Benefits and Losses Incurred 14,156 Direct Benefits and Loases Incurred 2,767

Total Admitted Assets 814,756,045 'l\‘l.ll Amud B39 Total Admitted Assets 2,380
41,070,839 Liabilities 2,179,975,873
Capital Stock Paid Up 5,000,000 Mm Deposit 800,000 Capital Stock Paid Up None
SBurphus 116,187,389 Surplus 8,166,000 Surplus 160,384,073
Income during year ending December 31, knmduﬁwmuﬂn(nnumhrsl wammggm[hmn
1879 231,928,242 18,826,913 411,950,871
for year ending Dy a1, for year ending a1, for year ending December 31,
) 780,133 1979 388,487,108

1979 219,204,424
Pursuant to Section 26-3-128 (1), Wyoming

knowledge and belief, the insurer nbﬂn
named is in all respects in compliance with
‘the laws of this Stats relating to insurance,
and it is duly suthorised o transact the busi.
nees of insurance in the Bate of Wieriag,
b-udau.n 1980

John T. Langden
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Western Roundup

Colorado

Denver toxic waste dump to expand

On November 19, Denver's Lowry
Landfill will become the only federally
licensed facility for receiving toxic li-
quids in Colorado, Wyoming, New Mex-
ico, Utah or Montana. On that date, the
U.8. Environmental Protection
Agency's regulations for the disposal of
toxie liquids will take effect, empower-
ing the agency to levy fines up to
$25,000 a day from operators that dump
wastes illegally.

Over the past 16 years, the 2,600-acre
dump, situated on the old Lowry Air
Force Bombing Range on the outskirts
of Denver, has become host to all kinds
of toxic wastes — without public com-
ment or approval by the Colorado
Health Department, because there are
no state laws regulating hazardous
waste dumping.

Initially, the dump operators expect
to take in 10 million gallons of toxic
liquids annually, including cyanide,
arsenic, and other poisons, as well as
wastes known to be corrosive, ignitive,
and reactive. The company plans to sol-
icit business from other states, and to

step up its operation to handle double
this amount in the next three years.
Fifteen to 25 dollars will be charged per
barrel (55 gallons), compared to a pre-
vious dumping fee of $1.

In July, Chemical Waste Manage-
ment, Inc., of California, took over op-
eration of the city-owned site. They
made $2 million of improvements at the
site, winning an automatic EPA permit
as a toxic waste dump, and praise from
state and city officials. Jim Martin, of
the state health department’s hazard-
ous waste section, said, "The way the
toxic wastes were being handled before
amounted to an accident waiting to
happen.” Seepage of chemicals into the
groundwater has plagued the Lowry
Landfill.

Although nublic participation is not
legally required on the dump issue,
concerned citizens who "don’t want the
area to become another Love Canal”, re-
cently petitioned Gov. Dick Lamm, the
county commissioners, and the state
legislators to close the dump and hold
public hearings immediately.

Idaho

Six years after federal health inves-
tigators found the Bunker Hill smelter
was respongible for damaging lead

Bunker Hill smelter embattled again

with the federal Center for Disease
Control, said that the smelter has done
“a lot of damage,” including reducing

levels in the blood of Kellogg chil
that were "the highest levels recorded
in the Western world,” doctors and
lawyers are still arguing over the im-
pacts of lead exposure. A third smnsnf
tests will be I hed soon t

the age 1Q of children there by at
least ﬁve points. However, a subse-
quent state study — half financed by
Bunker Hill itself — concluded that the
lndhede&uudm"permnemchmul
orillness. Further, it is not

once and for all the extent of disabilities
among children growing up in the
shadow of one of the nation’s largest
laud amelters.
, par of nine child

in the area, convinced that their chil-
dren have suffered brain damage dueto
lead poisoning, are suing Bunker Hill, a
subsidiary of Gulf Resources and
Chemical Corp. of Houston, for $20
million in damages.

The company has paid thousands of
dollars over the years for violations of
federal pollution and health require-
ments.

likely to occur in the future due to this
particular exposure.”

The third battery of tests will be con-
ducted bythnitnteam‘] financed in full
by Bunker Hill.

Dr. Fritz R. Dixon of the Idaho
Health department said that the dan-
gers from lead pamelas that once
dunmd averrﬂung in the town, have

tantially. Bunker Hill
has installed higher smoke stacks to
spread the pnllulanta over a larger

‘But residents of the area are still
fearful. “I know my children would be
normal and healthy if we hadn't lived

State of Wyoming Public Notice

PURPOSE OF PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE 18 TO STATE THE STATE OF WYOMING'S INTENTION TO
ISSUE WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMITS UNDER THE FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CON-
TROL ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1972 (FWPCAA), PL. 92-500 AND THE WYOMING ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT (35-11:101 et seq:, WYOMING STATUTES 1857, CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 1873).

IT 1S THESTATE OF WYOMING'S INTENTION TO ISSUE WASTEWATERDISCHARGE mmmu'm
{1) ONE INDUSTRIAL FACILITY, (1) ONE SCHOOL, AND (7) SEVEN OIL TREATER F.

MODIFY {1} ONE INDUSTRIAL PERMIT AND (1) ONE OIL mampmm’mmwm
ONE INDUSTRIAL PERMIT AND (2) TWO STATE GOVERNMENT

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(1) APPLICANT NAME: PROSPECT POINT COAL COMPANY
MAILING ADDRESS: 4704 HARLAN STREET
DENVER, COLORADO 80212
FACILITY LOCATION: LEUCITE HILLS MINE
SWEETWATER COUNTY, WYOMING
PERMIT NUMBER: ‘Wy-0028886

‘The Prospect Point Coal Company i of Rocky
an open pit coal mine which will b.tmnnmuudumn.alimmmmnuhhuumm

It is expected that only a amount wulmmmmmumry,mmm
mllbepumpsdbnandammh&mmdrnﬂ:hwﬂldmmﬂmmﬂfm disturbed areas.
from reservoir disch, y..m,llllland disch, Iy unmﬂt
of heavy wents. Th will flow Smiles i Mhﬁlﬂ.ﬂm

mwwﬂml\’w-hﬂ
in the

i sdered flabile n

"hest
by the State of Wyoming, however, the propsed permit also containa a "reopener” clause which requires the

dwmﬁmwﬂmmmddlm uality with re of effluent qualit;
with reporting of results quarterly. - o Sy
1(2) APPLICANT NAME: BAINT STEPHEN'S INDIAN SCHOOL

BOX 1248
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87108

FREMONT COUNTY, WYOMING

MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-0028067
‘Currently, Saint Stephen's consists of a mission and a separate Indian school which is served by a single
wastewster treatment plant (two cell stabilization pond with first cell asrated). However, the U.S. Depart-
maent of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Afairs naw proposes to split the wastewater from the school into &
seperate trestment rystem which will be another nerated lagoon system. This proposed permit is for the new
m-mwﬂlmmnumuuhwmmmm.-nwmr)m-mmmwmm
the mission will remain in operation but will serve a smaller
DluwledllmMﬁmhmmﬂ(mmﬂurﬂdﬂlnaltppnrwhmnudhlmrmnil
limitations in this permit. Also, at thia time it appeara that violation of Wyoming's in-stream standard for
dmum-mmwwmnwwyhmwmmm-m.
o will comiinme o b (i Dacotnes

-vnrilnhh.

focal colifor Bl th i

.um however, mmwﬂ-mammmmnyugymm

Bolf-monitoring of effluent quality and quantity is required on & regular basis with reporting of results
quarterly. The permit is scheduled to expire October 31, 1985.
(3) APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS;

BASS ENTERPRIZES
SUITE 1340, 950-17TH. STREET

Dr. Philip J. Landrigan, who studied near the Bunker Hill smelter,” says
lead poisoning at Bunker Hill in 1974  parent Janice Dennis.
DENVER, COLORADO 80202
FACILITY LOCATION: COTTONWOQOD CREEK
SEN, SECTION 35, T47N, R91W,
. WASHAKIE COUNTY, WY
PERMIT NUMBER: ‘Wy-0028959

Facilityisa typical oil treater located in Washakie County, Wyoming. The produced water is separated from

mmmmmmunwm and skim ponds. The discharge isto a Class [V water,
Band Creek, via an unnamed

The discharge must meet Wyoming's Produced Water Criteria effective inmediately. Chapter VII of the

memwmaulnxmdumwumnm-mamwwumhm&

Quality Standards. The w-ﬂl
continue to evaluate the discharge and, if necessary, will modify the permit if evidence indicates that more

antllm.iﬂhmnm =
ith the exception of oil and grease, which must
be monitored quarterly. mmwmuuummmnmn 1984,

(4) APPLICANT NAME: FENIX AND SCISSON
MAILING ADDRESS: 400 EAST FIRST STREET, SUITE 301
CASPER, WYOMING 82802
FACILITY LOCATION: B-1 TANK BATTERY,
8Wi, BECTION 3, T38N, R78W,
NATRONA COUNTY, WYOMING

PERMIT NUMBER:

Wy-0028884

B-1:10 TANK BATTERY

NW, BECTION 10, T38N, RTSN
NATRONA COUNTY, WYOMING
PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-0026008
{6) FACILITY LOCATION: B1.20 TANK BATTERY
- SE%, SECTION 25, T39N, RT8W
NATRONA COUNTY, WYOMING

Wy-0028818

B-1-33 TANK BATTERY

(8} FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NUMBER:
(T FACILITY LOCATION:

NEW, SECTION 33, T38N, R76W
NATRONA COUNTY, WYOMING

PERMIT NUMBER:

Wy-0028024
(8) FACILITY LOCATION: B-2-10 TANK BATTERY
B8E%, SECTION 10, T38N, RT8W
NATRONA COUNTY, WYOMING
PERMIT NUMBER:

(8) PACILITY LOCATION:

Wk,
NATRONA COUNTY, WY

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-D028041

Pndﬂﬁ-m-tyﬁwlulmmhutdmmh-.mmwm.mmmiw
mhmvkmmmmwﬂ:hunﬁm d skim ponds. The are to Teapol
Creek and Little Teapot Creek (both Clasa [V streams) via an unnamed

drainage.
All six discharge points exceed Wyoming Produced Water Criteria for Total Dissolved Solids and Chlorides.
Due to this fact no chemical limitations have been imposed except for oil and groase (10 mg-1) and pH(6.5-8.5),
(comtinued on page 14)
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legialat

will be more moderate than

L |
(continued from page 3,
onto his House seat against former TV
newsman Bart Kull (R). Daschle, 33,
whose ran an intensive duor»lb-door
ign in 1978, is idered one of
the state’s strongest environmental
supporters. He has given solid backing
to such wilderness measures as the
Alaska Lands bill, and River of No Re-
turn wilderness bills. Daschle also sup-
ports strong toxic waste disposal super-
fund legulation. aleohol fuel projects,
ing a water pipeline for
the Oake Irrigation Project.

‘Wyoming’s only race for national of-
fice this year, for the state's smgle seat

it has been in the past. Wyoming Out-
door Council director Pete Kozicek
says, “We've seen a lot of support
among the pupn.hne for environmental
issues and

The issues uw:mg the most passion
in state legislative races are mineral
severance tax increases and water for
coal slurry pipelines. One observer

- says, “The severance tax is becoming a

populist issue. It isn't even a partisan

issue any more — it's now a people

issue.”
° A consortium of water rights owners
on the Little Bighorn River are gearing
up for a lobbying assault to allow their
water to be used in a Montana-to-Texas
slurry line. Legislative approval is re-
quired for any transfer of water out of
state.

‘The legislature may also consider
some of instream flows for

in the U.8. House of Repr ives,

T B

to be

Republican Richard Cheney is consi-
dered a virtual certainty for a second
term. His Democraticopponent, Lyman
motel owner Jim Rogers, is a political
unknown who won the nomination over
a field of equally unknown opponents.

Cheney’s record in the energy and en-
vironmental field is "mixed.” He has
worked vigorously to defeat federal
legislation limiting the level of state”
mineral severance taxes and he has
supported attempts to require a prog-
rammatic environmental impact
on thetic fuels develop:
ment. Cheney opposed the Energy
Mobilization Board, aimed at speeding
the licensing of energy projects, be-
cause it would have given the federal
government too much authority.

Cheney served on the committee that
investigated the Three Mile Island nue-
lear power plant accident and came
away convinced that it was a “serious”
accident. He has personally recom-
mended several additional safety and
administrative measures to prevent a
recurrence. However, he believes that
nuclear power is a necessity and must
be included in short-term U.S. energy
plans.

‘The main uncertainty about Cheney
is what one Wyoming native calls "a
question about his commitment to the
state.” Cheney ‘was White House chief
of staff in the Ford Administration and

A +

fisheries, wildlife and agriculture. This
issue has "broad-based support across
the state,” according to Kozicek.

The betting odds are still even on the
outcome of the Senate race between in-
cumbent Frank Church (D) and Rep.
Steve Symms (see HCN 6-13-80). With

recent polls showing the contestants
running neck and neck, the yet-
undecided 18 percent of Idaho voters
will determine whether or not Idaho's
senior senator will endure for a fifth
term. His ennmative opponent is
campaigning hard, planning to spend
nearly $2 million by Election Day. He
will outspend Church 2 to 1 in the most
expensive race in Idaho history.

Nearly $200,000 and 21 months of
continuous support for the four-term
congressman have come from ABC
{Anybody But Church), with support
from the National Conservative Politi-
cal Action Committee, a coalition of
right wing groups aimed at toppling
prominent liberal senators. Church,
chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, a noted dove, and an
ardent spokesman for wilderness, is a
prime target — particularly in a state
which has shown a more conservative
streak in recent years, and will solidly
back Reagan in November.

Church, in turn, has retaliated
against the Virginia-based NCPAC, cal-
ling its members “radicals whose pur-

pose is to change the political structure

of America by propaganda saturatign "
Interviewed in Sun Valley, Church
paraphrased NCPAC director Terry
Dolan as saying that "with his techni-
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ques they can even elect Mickey Mouse
in this state.”

The thrust of Church's attack has
centered on Symm's lack of political
clout, failure to sponsor any significant
legislation, support of the Sagebrush
Rebellion, and the Caldwell
Republican’s hostility to preserving the
state’s wildlands. Church has
spearheaded the Senate's preservation
efforts, which include the recent desig-
nation of 2.2 million acres in Idaho's
River of No Return wilderness.

Symms, in turn, argues that locking
up timber and mining resources costs
jobs and hurts the economy. The need
for a balanced federal budget, a cap on
federal spending, tax cuts, increased
defense spending, as well as new blood
in the Senate are the mainstays of the
Symms campaign.

As election day nears, more mud is
flying on the stump. An accusation by
ABC that Church had a conflict of in-
terest. and was "voting his pocketbook”
when he backed a bill to save New York
City from bankruptcy, was found by the
Senate Ethics Committee to be "with-
out substance.” Symms has encoun-
tered charges of womanizing, boozing,
and speculating in silver and potato fu-
tures — attacks that could alienate

(see next page)
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had not lived in Wyoming for many
years before returning in 1978 to run
for the seat vacated by popular Democ-
rat Teno Roncalio, Despite charges that
he was a "carpetbagger,” he won hand-

ily.

The nomination of Democrat Rogers
caused some consternation in that
perty’s upper echelons. The day after
the primary, the state Democratic
chairwoman announced that the
nominee would not receive any finan-
cial help from the party, a position she
later reversed. State Sen. Dick Sadler
(D) of Casper attributed Rogers' victory
to orthography. "His name is easier to
read,” said Sadler.

Rogers’ initial statements following
his nomination did little to unify the
party behind him. He appeared ill-
informed and vague sbout his platform.

Upon closer examination, Rogers
does indeed appear ill-informed. In an
interview with HCN, Rogers said, "I'm
having a heck of a time just keeping up
on everything.” He did not know the
name of Wyoming’s perenially-
proposed federal water project —
Savery-Pothook — and was vague on
such issues as synthetic fuels, strip
mine reclamation, water rights and
other matters.

Environmentalists are hopeful that
the composition of the ing state
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(continued rom page 12/

some of the Mormon voters in the state.
A bumper sticker prepared by Bob Kin-
ghorn, an AFL-CIO union official sup-
porting Church, reads "Wine,Women,
Silver, and Symms.”

In the last weeks of the campaign,
Symms has tried to put some distance
between himself and ABC by denying

any connection with the group and £

criticising their tactics.

Although pollsshow that Libertarian%

Senate hopeful Larry Fullmer has sup-
port from only one percent of Idaho vot-
ers, in such a close race, he could be-
come a spoiler for either Church or
Symms. Focusing on his committment
to civil liberties, non-intervention in
foreign policy and opposition to the
draft, Fullmer criticises both Symms
and Church for avoiding discussion of
these issues. "Symms has spent a lot of
‘money proving that he likes his wife,”
Fullmer said in a recent Idaho
Statesman report. "Church has spent
his money proving that he likes trees.”

Church and Symms will meet face-
to-face for their first and only debate on
October 26-in Boise.

Other contests in the state strum
many of the same political chords asthe
Church-Symms race. State Sen. Larry
Craig (R), favored to defeat Glenn
Nichals (D) in the race for Symms’
former House seat, is using the
Symms line of attack. He is calling
for a balanced budget and reduced fed-
eral spending, and has made a méjor
issue out of his support for the Sageb-

to be rallying behind the Right for the
first time this year, homespun habits
and conservatism are traditional in
Utah. In the 1976 presidential election,
for instance, Utahns gave Gerald Ford
his biggest win anywhere — 65 percent
of the vote.

This year Reagan is sure to win hand-
ily. Utah's congressional representa-
tives, Gunn McKay (D) and Dan Mar-
riott (R), and Sen. Jake Garn (R) areall
almost sure to win re-election, as is the
state’s governor, Scott Matheson (D).

Those oppesing the incumbents
sound more like echoes than challen-
gers. "The old Utah rallying cries of less
government and lower taxes don't
mean as much as they used to because
all the candidates from both parties are
saying the same thing,” according to
LaVarr G. Webb, the Deseret News'

political editor.
In campaign debates, natural re-
sources issues have been pl

Allen-Warner Valley Energy System oa.rr.lm

and the White River Dam.

As the new chairman of the Western
Governors Policy Office, Matheson has
said that the West stands ready to pro-
vide energy, military and economic
security to the nation, but is not willing
to have its air and water polluted.
Math ‘s Republi-
can State Chairman W. Robert Wright,
accuses the governor of setting "a nega-
tive tone by being precccupied with the

7 negative side of growth and ignoring ita
. opportunities.”

Utahns appear to be standing firmly
behind Matheson's leadership, how-
ever. A Deseret News poll this month
showed him leading Wright 73 to 22
percent.

Dan Marriott (R), running for a third
term in the Second District, also ap-
pears sure to beat his Democratic oppo-
nent, Salt Lake County Treasurer Ar-
thur Monson. While Marriott hasn't
made as big an impression in Congress
as have his colleagues in the Senate,
Jake Garn and Orrin Hatch (R), he is
considered a reliable conservative. The
League of Conservation Voters gives
him a nine percent rating for votes from
1977 to 1979.

REW BEXICO

There will be no

High Country News-13

In addition, Repub-
hmealnn,whohutwimmme
close to winning the governorship, is
running as a write-in.

David King’s candidacy is not a sim-
ple case of nepotism — he has served as
the state's finance secretary. Runnels
and Skeen tried unsuccessfully in court
to get the ballot rewritten to include
their names, and new the only question
is whether their popularity (both lead
King in the polls) will hold up as write-

ins.

But in terms of issues, the differences
among the three are not great. Skeen
had a conservative, pro-energy de-
velopment record as state senator, and
both Runnels and King would follow
Harold Runnels’ moderate-
conservative path and push for energy
development.

Environmental activists in the state
are hoping 2 conservative
D Bl litios: that
dominated the state’s House of Rep-
resentatives during the last legislature
can be broken up in 1880. According to
Don Hancock of the Southwest Re-
search and Information Center, that
will be "nip and tuck.” Among the cru-
cial issues that may be before the legis-
lature this year are mine dewatering
wlnl:h would allow

in New Menooasams’u]tnfﬂle 1980
elections. In fact, there seems little in-
spiration for voters to go to the polls.
Ronald Reagan is heavily favored,
neither of the state's Republican
senators are e for reelection, and no

uverzhadowed by the cindldafes
ional defense, and "moral”

rush Rebellion. Environ list Jac-
kie Johnson describes Craig as a
“Junior Jim MeClure — he's a nice guy,
but environmentally he's deadly.”
Nichaols, a rancher whose major cam-
paign tactic has been a 928-mile trek on
foot across the state, has tned to

(abortion, Equal Rights Amendment)
stands.

"I can't see any difference between
the candidates,” says Dick Carter of the
Utah Wilderness Association. To en-
wimnmentallsm’ chagrin, all of the
major suppart the Sageb-

capitalize on a growing di
ment among some Idahoans with
the Sagebrush Rebellion. The move-
ment, he says, will “end up looking
more like a little crabgrass tantrum.”

Conservative Rep. George Hansen
(R), who uphu]dl an "nbyalmll en-
vir 1 record” g to con-
servationists, looks forward m an easy
reelection in the 2nd district against
challenger Diane Bilyeu (D).

For the first time in ten years, Demo-
crats have a shot at winning a margin
in the state Senate, traditionally domi-
nated by conservative Republicans. If
moderates such as John Peavey of
Carey, William Onweiler of McCall,
and Cyril Slanskey of Idahe Falls win
their close races, environmentalists
feel that they will gain receptive earsin
the legislature.

UTAN

A mock classified ad in Utah Sen.
Jake Garn's campaign literature de-
scribes almost everyone running for
major office in Utah this year:

““Must be conservative, family-
oriented, very outspoken. Should favor
balancing the federal budget, control-
ling inflation, cutting taxes, and bols-
tering the nation's defense.”

‘Whether Democrat or Republican, all
the major candidates are “conserva-
tive." All promise to be tight-fisted with
money and tough with the federal gov-
ernment. Almost all boast of devotion

rush Rebellion, a move to give federal
lands to the states.

Only two, Dan Berman and Gov.
Scott Matheson, have seriously ques-
tioned the Air Force's massive MX mis-
sile base, which may be built in Utah
and Nevada, Berman, the Democratic
antitrust lawyer opposing Jake Garn,
hasn’t emphasized the MX issue, how-
ever, and vociferously rejects an en-
vironmentalist label.

McKay is aided by strong Mormen
ties: His late uncle was church presi-
dent. McKay’s opponent, state House
Speaker Jim Hansen (R), has taken him
to task for voting for such "environmen-
tal bills" as the Endangered Species
Act, the Bureau of Land Management
organic act and the 1977 Water Pollu-
tion Control Act amendments. But
Utah voters seem unmoved by the ac-
cusations. According to one of his recent
polls, he leads Hansen by a two-to-one
margin.

Overall, the League of Conservation
Voters gives McKay poor marks: a rat-
ing of 24 percent “correct” votes on
energy and environmental issues from
1977 to 1979.

Gov. Scott Matheson, another Utah-
style Democrat, is less doctrinaire on
development issues than most of the
other major politicians in the state, en-
vironmentalists say, but that only puts
him slightly above a "poor” rating, ac-
cording to Dick Carter.

On the one hand, Matheson has
1

to big families. In one didate's pac-
ket of campaign literature a reader is
treated to his wife’s recipe for zucchini
bread.

‘While some parts of the country seem

d envi talists by question-
ing the MX and opposing the proposed
storage of Weteye nerve gas in Utah.
On the other, he has enraged them by
pushing for projects such as the

are d in the
House delegation.

The seat of the late Rep. Harold Run-
nels (D), who died in August after coast-
ing to a primary victory with no opposi-
tion, is up for grabs, but the candidates
vying for it would not differ much from
Runnels. The state Democratic Com-
mittee appointed the nephew of Gov.
Bruce King (D), to fill the slot on the
ticket, inspiring Runnels’ angry widow,
Dorothy Runnels, to challenge as a

Sept. 19th
you read aboul
Liamas’ predator patrol
Coal tax fuel lor allernative eneegy
Aliernatives 10 the Allen-Warner plants

they deplete the water of existing
water-rights-holders, right-to-work
legislation, and attempts to lower the
ehte's uramum severance taxes a.:fd
fecting the depressed midustly
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Politics 80 was prepared by Dan
Whipple, Louisa Willcox, Joan Nice
and Geoff O°'Gara.

Oct. 3rd

you read about
Weather modification
Efficient wood gathering
Pipeline path in deep water

In this issue
you'll read about
Lee Metcalf's wilderness
Politicking around the region
Weird world of Wyoming's herptiles

...all sponsored by
the HCN Research Fund

with your support. It's your tax-deductible contributions
to the fund that made these stories possible.

To keep up the good work, make your check payable
to the Wyoming Environmental Institute—HCNRF, and
mail to WEI, Box 2497, Jackson WY 83001. Thank you.
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Carter’s better for the Rockies;

Should HCN make an endorsement in a presidential race? Is it presumptuous?

Ineffectual? Unnecessary?

It may be any of those things, but this is an election that stirs up the juices, and
we're not ready to join those who sit grumbling on the sidelines. Sneer all you will
at the low-grade candidates, the ‘low road’ campaigning or the low level of voter
interest, this election ranks high on the scale of important and interesting choices.
The intense arguments here in the office over this editorial are an indication of
that.

For the Rocky Mountains region, the choice is difficult but clear. We disagree
with many of the things Jimmy Carter has done — most notably the creation ofthe
Synthetic Fuels Corporation. But if you want to see energy development under
some sort of restraints and an effort made to preserve the land's enduring qun.lmes,
re-elect Carter. He fought for a strong strip mine reel bill and for
of public lands in Alaska. His lieutenants at the Interior Department have im-

proved of public land, and he has discouraged some wasteful
1
Dear Friends,
During an October like this one, you

never fail to see those sweeping surveys
that tell you whether the "Solid South’
is softening, or the stolid Republican
Mwut:sﬁnallymﬂhngnhpthat 1ng,anruportsnaaem to enjoy the

I cliches are part of the  political fray. But our art director does
Mmeennx game. not. By the time Kathy gets to the voting
. However perilous the prognosticat- booth, she will probably cast her ballot

for the country? You decide

federal water projects. Even ing his about-face embrace of| ic fuels,
we think he will allow less damage here than Ronald Reagan, whose energy
jingoism and hostility towards wilderness are well-known.

But this is not an out-and-out endorsement of Carter.

HCN covers regional natural resource issues, and that's what we've considered
in the above comments. That is not all that matters in this election.

Our world, if not HCN's, extends beyond the Powder River Basin and Four
Corners power plant to the Straits of Hormuz and the slums of the Bronx. It includes
not just the price of grazing permits on public lands, but also the tab at the
check-out counter of your grocery store.

If the next president were only going to run the Department of Interior, we'd
want him to be Carter. But he’ll have more than that to do. So we'll just say: We
think Carter's been good for our region; as for the rest of the job, make up your own
mind.

1

—GOG

who provided the elephants and donk-
€ys you see cavorting on our pages. We
knew Long's work — her watercolars
have hung in galleries here and around
the region. When she moved to Lander
with her doetor-husband a few years
back, a relative told her we'd be neigh-
bors; but only recently did she come
against every candidate who sent us a  around suggesting that we use some of
dull mug shot (and that includes every herdrawings as “filler” for HCN. What
one). To liven up the story graphically, we got was front page material, not fil-
she recruited a localartist, Sylvia Long, ler. — the staff

(continued from page 11}
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Opinion

Guest editorial

Who are the real ‘extremists’ in fight over wilderness?

by Bill Schneider

T'm growing very weary of being cal-
led an extremist just because I favar
designating more Wilderness, protect-
ing rapidly disappearing wildlife
habitat or keeping free-flowing rivers
free.

South of Canada, the great American
wilderness has been whittled down to a
few slivers, mostly in the northern Roc-
kies. That's about two percent of the
continental United States (excluding
Alaska) that still has enough of its
natural character to be described as
wilderness. Today, we scrap over these
slivers. And every day that wilderness
supporters compromise (We are ex-
pected to, you know.) America loses a
few thousand acres here or a few miles
of river there,

After we have shaved down a wilder-
ness or wild river proposal to

hear, "but we don't want Wilderness;
we don’t want any government inter-
vention.”
Such thinking usually results in —
Ma oo | Fptti) i

— the 3
ineremental destruction of the last is-
lands of remoteness. At times, Wilder-
ness or wild river designation is the
only, short-term way to “keep it like it
is.” Without Wilderness, we'll be look-
ing over our shoulder wishing "it was
like it used to be.”

In recent years, the word, "wilder-
ness,” has been subjected to the most
ridiculous slander. It has been projected
into the public arena as the source ofall
that is evil. To such an extent has this
campaign succeeded, now even con-
scientious politicians — who personally
support Wilderness designation — shy
from the word.

Wlth limited budgets, conser-
inue David-and-Goliath

date the resorts, mines, possible il and
gas reserves, timber sales, power lines,
water developments or off-road vehicle
trails, shaved it to one-half or less its
rightful size, then we formally propose
that this be protected. We expect wide-
spread support in the spirit of fair com-
promise and balance. But we still face
blind opposition and receive face-
slapping accusations — “extreme en-
vironmentalists.”

‘Witness a recent claim by Montana
editorial writer Sam Reynolds that the
timber industry wouldn't support Wil-
derness on Mars. In reply, industry rep
Larry Blasing said they "might” as long
as no Martians lost their jobs.

“We want to keep it like it is," [ often

eﬂ'orts to keep the bulld at bay.

every utility, every energy company,
every politician says we must conserve.

Yet, for urging conservation over
wilderness destruction, we are unpat-
riotic, subversively trying to weasken
America. Contrarily, it seems much
more likely that people who knowingly
waste energy and refuse to recognize

‘conservation as a viable alternative to

digging up every mountain are truly
radical and blind to the earth’s limita-
tions.

Will the day ever come when some-
body driving a 10-mile-per-gallon
four-wheeler to work be viewed as un-
patriotic — even if the window has an
American flag decal? Right now, con-
servationists who commute on ten-
speeds and support wild preser-

ment always seems strange since Wil-
derness is public land accessible to

everybody.)
In IQID Fl.lthmd County officials in
nort d the de-

signation of Glacier National Park be-
cause it would hurt the economy. I won-
der what the local chamber of com-
merce thinks about it now. Wilderness
will be — now and even more so in the
future — one of the greatest economic
beneﬂtl to the West. What is scarce is
, and W willal b

P

scarce.

Nonetheless, we continually hear
claims of "too much Wilderness." Pre-
serving two percent of the continental
Umr.ed States for the future enjoyment,

h, or maybe even re-

vation are called unpatriotic ex-
tremists. Who are the real patriots?
In the shadow of & world erisis, min-
mg wmpa:uea haven't stalled in their
enth to deface Mt. E: the

Now, we must even fight to keep energy
and mining companies out of existing
Wilderness like the Bob Marshall and
Flat Tops. Imagine defacing the Bob
Marshall Wilderness, perhaps the most
precious of themall. Or open-pit mining
in the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness?
Are the champions of these plans
labeled "extremists?"

The oil and gas possibly underlying
designated Wilderness might, at best,
keep America’s lights on for two more
months at current consumption rates.
Qur energy appetite is bringing
America to its knees. "Undeveloped”
countries can make us quiver with
threats of embargoes. Every study,

Red Lady, near Crested Butte, Colo. to
extract molybednum for export to the
Soviet Union to harden military steel.
Rebuilding Teton Dam has supporters.
The nuclear industry dumps its wastes
in the West in containers that last
20-30 years when plutonium has a
half-life of 24,400 years. Major pollut-
ers favor fouling the still-invisible air of

source extraction (when it's really
necessary) seems like a reasonable in-
vestment in a now-uncertain future. It
doesn't seem the least bit extreme.

Just think about it. Who are the real
extremists? Are they the Wilderness
advocates who give freely from their
lives (usually without monetary com-
pensation) to save the last remnants of
American Wilderness? Or are they the
protesters who flex every political mus-
cle to prevent any more Wilderness and
are now hoping to violate already-
desi d Wild 2

the West by siting coal conversion
facilities here instead of where the
energy is wanted. Off-road vehicle
clubs and manufacturers scream about
being "locked out” of wilderness when
they already have access to the vast
majority — 90 percent or more —of the
public lands. (The “locked out” argu-

Bill Schneider is a freelance writer in
Helena, Mont., and author of Where
the Grizzly Walks. This article first
appeared in "Wild America,” a quar-
terly publication of the American Wil-
derness Association.

‘Citizen’ saviors sound silly, seedy

We received our first letter from the Citizens Party just a few days ago. The
Citizens are led by Barry Commoner, and they are touting something they eall
"economic democracy.” Since Commoner, an ecologist at Washington University,
has been a source of interesting ideas about energy and the environment in the
past, we opened the letter eagerly.

Inside were listed some important probl that many candid leave out of
their campaigns, such as "nuelear power plant dangers” and “poisoning by pes-
ticides and chemical wastes,” but nowhere in the letter was there anything like a
blueprint for the future,

In lieu of solutions, Commoner tried to stir us with horror images such as: "The
tenacles (sic) of corporate power are reaching more and more into our government.
and strangling its independence.” That's an interesting reversal of some conserva-
tives' view of things. But neither analysis is likely to capture our votes. How could
candidates who see monsters behind our miseries ever cope with the complexities of
running the country?

When at last one reaches the end of the letter, almost gix g}mmy, single-spaced
pages later, one is asked to give money tothe party, eventhough itcan’t win. Why?
Because “Great oaks from little acorns grow.”

It's hard to believe that an exciting vision lies beneath these tired phrases.

But we can agree with one thing the Citizens Party says. On a pink slip entitled
"CARTEREAGANDERSON” they note that a vote for Commoner is a vate for
“none of the above.” True. And ifthe promotional letter is a fair sampling, it’s also
not & vote for a clear-headed strategy for living in harmeny with the earth and its
peoples.

—JN
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by Joan Nice

“In October dung your field
And your land its wealth shall yield.”

1 throw chicken scat and sawdust on
my garden, only half believing in the
old saying. It seems dustier than in
midsummer. The earth has broken
open in jigsaw cracks. My once-verdant
squash pateh looks like shriveled
spaghetti and my five-foot pea vines are
half fallen, stiffand white. I feel as wist-
ful as if T'd lost my goat or said goodbye
to a friend.

Part of the problem is that no snow
has fallen here yet. Its absence has be-
come an obsession with those who know

It nhrlyu snows in Lander in Sep-
tember, many locals will tell you. But
this year we've floated, warm and lazy,
right into October. Now there's a feel-
ing of suspense. Just when is that first
storm going to hit, and how long will it
take us to dig out from under it?

"

Mary Back, our neighbor to the
northwest in Dubois, Wyo., tells me
that in 1937 a similar clear spell held
until after Christmas. Rancher Bob
Taft says that another year zo little
snow fell that he didn’t have to feed his
cattle until mid-February. But, of
course, those were extraordinary years,
This may be, too.

I walk up the hill behind the gnrden

by Smoke Elser and Bill Brown,

in Press Pul ing Com-
pany, Missoula, 1980. $9.85, paper,
157 pages. Photographs and draw-
ings.

Review by Peter Wild

In the 1930s, the Decker brothers of
Kooskia, Idaho, started making a new
kind of pack saddle. It was invented by
a man known as "Old Man McDaniel”
and perfected by O.P. Robinett. The
"Decker” evolved into a streamlined
repl for the aneient ar-
rangement, which lives on primarily in
our mental picture of the prospector
and his burro.

The historical tidbit illustrates the
depth of background that Smoke Elser
and Bill Brown bring to Packin’ in on
Mules and Horses. The book has one
purpose: to teach readers how to get in
and out of the wilderness with pack
animals safely, efficiently and with the
utmost care to protect the environment,

Smoke Elser, a professional Montana
guide, and Bill Brown, a professional
wnter unsabashedly aim their book at
b Further, horn Brown
worked for Smokn He "asked all the

into a draw filled with
Backlit by the late afternoon sun it is
all yellow fire and spines. Currants and
squawbush are a rich burgundy. Roses
area paler red. The rest of the sceneisa
tan monochrome, not so much rich as
overexposed.

Range grasses and most leafy plants
stand stiffly in their summer poses —
bleached skeletons, wizened and tan.
Knocking them down with snow would
seem an act of mercy. They've kept up
appearances beyond their time,

Indian summer has hung on too long
here, ]eavmg p]ants alandmg but not

fail aml wml.er

Only someone who has lived in the
‘West could understand why I am op-
pressed by these clear skies. The bright
light ceases to stimulate, but instead it
exposes, desiccates, takes the life out of

Pem;er and cheat grasses play per-
cussion on my pant legs as I stride dow-

dumb questions,” as Brown puts it —

=jarsen’s

233 E.209 Eowell Wy, 82453
745 5481

bably the same el

we'd have.

Here, then, are the basics, from buy-
ing a pack horse to tying the last knot
on the top of the load. Dozens of photo-
graphs and drawings run along with
the text to back up the instruction in
this oversized and reasonably priced
manual. If you don't know the differ-
ence between a back splice and a bow-
line, a panyard and a manty, this book
is for you. Even old hands should pick
up some hard-won hints from Elser and
Brown, such as how to keep bears away
from camp with a handy can of black
pepper.

At this point we should say a word to
the humans who bear their own bur-
dens through the mountains. Proud of
their self-sufficiency, backpackers may
snort at the idea of piling camp stoves
and wall tents atop four-footed crea-
tures and then leading them around the
woods: a less-than-Spartan wilderness
experience. Perhaps they have d point.
Nevertheless, there's a need for this
book. The more urbanized Americans
become, the more they romanticize the
0ld West. As they seek out their vision,
many of them will prefer beasts of bur-
den to their own backs. Small children,
old age, or partially disabling infirmity
need not stand between you and the
backcountry if you use pack animals.
Then, too, even the most stalwart back-
packers wouldn't want to load up their
Keltys with bags of cement destined for
wilderness work crews.

Whatever one's sentiments, we're
going to have pack strings on the trails,
and we'd better learn to use them right
— and they're a much-preferable alter-
native to the Godless invasion by
helicopters and jeeps.

Though they indulge our ignorance
in other matters, the authors are
adamant on wilderness protection. For
stock feed, use pellets instead of oats.
Pellets don’t contain weed seeds, and
they avoid the need for unsightly salt
licks. As for humans, jump into that
sparkling mountain stream if you wish,
but don't take soap with you. Instead,
follow directions for the authors’ ver-
sion of a wilderness bath.

The proscriptions, and many others
listed here, bear constant repetition. If
the hor ker, like the backpacker,
isn't willing to accept environmental
responsibilities, Elser and Brown pres-
ent the only alternative: stay at home.
Beyond this stern and wholly justified
attitude, Packin’ in manages to com-
bine the nitty-gritty with a casually
moving, often witty, style.
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Energy Avals Educational Workahaps
Habwal Solss Componerts  Greenhouse Desirs
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JOB OPENING: Executive Director, South- |
east Alaska Conservation Council (a reg- |
ional, non-profit coalition of conservation |
organizations throughout Southeast |
Alaska). Headquarters in Juneaw; supervise | |
2 to 3 staff. Salary negotiable. Contact Con- |
nie Barlow, Chairman Staff Belection Com- |
mittee, 811 Basin, Juneau, AK 99801. (907) | |
586-3930. Apply by November 17. |
JOE BACK’S BOOKS: HORSES, HITCHES |
& ROCKY TRAILS, "the packer’s bible” — |
how to pack anything possible on horse or
mule. 52 illustrations. $8.75 postpaid. |
MOOCHING MOOSE & MUMBLING |
MEN, and THE SUCKER'S TEETH — two |
‘books of mountain fiction, with many pen-
and-ink drawings. $4.25 each postpaid, Joe
Back, Box 827, Dubois, WY 82513.




