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We read in your June 15 edition with
considerable interest Mr. Owen
Severance's letter concerning tbe "exorbit-
ant price" for construction of a photovoltaic
solar electric power system for Natural
Bridges National Monument in southern
Utah.
Mr. Severance displays a lack of know-

ledge in the costs involved in the develop-
ment of new technology, alternative
energy systems. More than h8If of the total
,cost of this project can be charged to re-
search and development of photovoltaic
systems -.The project 1I!lasnever justified on
the basii that 'it would be an immediate
cost saver for the N atiohal Park Service
but was designed to further the. ..
technological advances of alternative
.energy systems and to solve the problem of
electrical power gen~tion at the national.

I was puzzled by the silitorial by :Dan S. monument.
Whipple (HCN June 29) entitled "Slurry 'fhe initial coats'of any new energy sys-
. Pipelines - the Least of Evils"; it ~ tern is high: I am sure that the cost of the
more like a slick plug for co'l1de,,,,lopment f4'st kilowatt of energy gained from the
than a statement by one concerned ab9ut plllduetion of the first ~I of oil pumped
the environment. or the first hydroelectric station built was
DSWreferredtotheneglitive~onof considerably higher "than the cost today.

Westerners to having their water shipped Due Inpert to this and siDiilar projects of
elsewhere as "understall.l1able its type, the cost of photovoltaic cells has
...but iDcr8uiDgly out of stop with koday's dropped from about $22 per peak watt to a
. energy hUDlPY world." Sino:e the US. con- little over'$6 In the past three years.
sumptieil or 8IIel'llY is aboui twice that of.' !lomec!ne must bear these intial coats if
other industrialized nations IUch as'West we are to develop altemat!-ve systems. I am'
Germany 8D!l.-r!y 10 times llf8Ilter per ~dering ifMr.Seve~ ProPoses that
capita thaD the worId's a ......... I would this nation should ignore the sun as a
8IIlIP8t a_out or step with todsy's onergy. sOurce'Of electrical power.'
addj.... U.&ft - Inadditi~n to the peraonnelliving at the
In8Dy ClIIIB. we can be ~ to be out of nationsl monUDlllnt, the ~ymm. will alsc

step with the ec.m_ie· and politiC:aJ.forces seve tb!Dellds of the, 8O,QOO visitors to th,
that are out fill step 'with this good earth's area eaeb year.
:"pacity to'lIIIJ!POi't lie 4iVel'ility of life it .'
was endnwed with. . . Peter t. Parry
Ido realizetbat D8W'sD!ll,jor.point-. . ~sntofArehesand~ .

that the use fill water iD ..... <re1aRw1) .Natiollal Parks and Natural BrIclge8 Na·
speaking) 1'Or"coal gaBirreation.aiut Ii· tioiuil Monument

:'1 '.
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Letters.
SHOOTING STARS

Dear Editors.

Visiting with our daughter's family in
Jackson Hole, Wyo., this spring, earlier
than ever before in order to see the nesting
birds In breeding plumage, we read Myra
Connell's timely colunn. in the 15 June
HeN. .
She spoke of "Shooting Stars," and a

flood of memories drenched me, from 60
years ago. At a Boy Scout Camporema at
Salinas, Calif., on a betany field trip, we
came acrosa a patch of Dodecatheon
hendenlon1i which I. proud of my know-
ledge. identified as "Shooting Stars." I was
in immediate and vociferous argument with
a red-headed, freckle-faced haybaler from
Hollister who enlightened me - they were
"Johnny-Jump-Ups."
But in Pacific Grove, the "Johnny" was

our wild pansy, Viola pedunculata,
whose cheery face brightens the hillsides
in spring. I so informed my friend, vehe-
mently! One word led to another and Iwas
shortly flat on my back, with a bloody nose
and 130 pounde offury on my chest! So the
primrose became, for the time being,
"Johnny.Jump-Ups"! To make matters
-more confusing. I have recently heard
them alsocalled "gallitos" or little roosters,
The incident sparked my intereat in

Latin imlnes, .which will usually' avert
bloodshed.
Thanks to all of your staff for giving us

some happy recollections and for keeping
'113 posteiI on'filings going on in our world of
which we should be aware.

Elgin B. Hurlbert
Pacific Grove. Calif.

PROUD TO BE
otJ'J;'OF STEP

DearHdN,

q"Bfaction, power plant cooling and the
like would be more detrinJental to this
\ region's .environment than the slurry
'transport of coal oUt of·the region.
Neverthel_. "out of sight. out ofmind"!

Are we to ignore,' for example, environ-
mental problems at the other end of the
pipeline? Or the glohal implications of ad.
dl.ng even Iargar doses or carbon dioxide to
the atmosphere? And why are we to believe
thet once the slurry pipeline is installed,
"tberelative 1ncre8se in demand for West-
ern coal would almost certainly be small''?
Who has adequately evaluated this argu-
ment?
I ask: how can we, as Persons concerned

about the future ofthis region's way oflife,
its wildlife,and its unique environment,
compare "evils" and approve the lesser
while failing to address a more .fundamen-
tal and crucial issue? Energy consumption
in America is projected to increase from
roughly 400 million Btus per capita at pre-
sent to over 700 million Btus by the year
2000,ln all likelihood, any attempt to meet
such "demand" via the exploitation of con-
ventional energy sources in the West will
provide few if any options for maintaining,
much less improving, the conditions for
quality Iiv'n in this region. .
Ask y,!urselves,. why endorse the coal

slurry idea apart from an acceptable over-
all policy of energy use and development at
both regional and national)evels?

Lucy Barker
Sheridan, Wyo.

COST OF PIONEERING

Dear RCN:

Dlar Frields. ====~====ji
Utah. On~reader added 88 a postscript
to his letter:
"Oller editors. if you wish to run this

letter in HCN. please do not use my .
Il8I11e, It has grown 80 dangerous in
southeastern Utah for environmental .
activists that Ihave had to stop all overt
activity." . '
Another pleaded: "Please-do not use

this as a letter to the editor because
there are too 'many gun-carrying
yahoos down here." .
Some Utah environmentalists ex-

pressed support for the park's solar pro-
ject. Brian Beard, president of the Utah
Chapter. of the Sierra Club, wrote,
"Considerable work neede to be carried
.out in the field of solar research and
development. and the facilities at
Natural Bridges are just a small por-
tion of the total picture."
In retrospect. we should have been

suspicious of that May 4th energy tid-
bit. Not because it was shocking that an
environmental group would oppose a
solar energy project. Solar energy has
its black sheep, too - projects that are
wasteful. impractical and inapprop-
riate. But news of an unknown. en-
vironmental group emerging inhostile
southern Utah is questionable-
sounding stuff. Thanks to the readers
who set us straight.

Does anybody remember the story we
ran in the May 4 issue that was .head-
lmed "Group Opposes Solar Project"?
Not that you should - it was a 3-inch

energy item -.Our source. Engineering
News-ReCord, told. us that a Utah en-
vironmental group was upset about a
Park service solar project because it
. would denude two acres of the Natursl
Bridges National Monument, possibly
harming plants. animals and rocks.' •
A curious tidbit. But hardly one that

we thought would provoke a steady
stream of letters and phone calls from
our readers. Now, two months later, the
letters and calls are still coming,
We are hoping things will calm down

with the publication-of the atorythat we
assigned to Ann Schimpf, astaffwriter
for The Herald Journal in Logan.
Utah. Schimpf and a colleague. Janelle
Brown. traVeled to southern Utah to
inveatigatli the project and the group,
T1teirstory, we are relieved to an-
nounce, appears in this issue on page
10.
, The first of the letters came' from
readeraoutside ofUtah. Theyaeemed to
feel soJ:llething like Little Red Riding'
,Hood might have if her grandmother
had bad-mouthed apple pie. "Why
mould this Committee to Protect the
Environment voice such a p):otest when
we've all been told that solar Pllwer is. 1-'
clean power?" one asked.
Then came the patient, but impas- We go to preas with some trepidation

sioned and Informative. letters from £his week because our old addreasog·
Utahns. They explained. in effect. that raph machine is nearly' defunct, and.
Grandma was not exactly wlult sI\e ap- due to the truckers' strike, the recon-.
peared to be. One told us. for instance, - ditioned one we've orderea hasn't ar .
that one of the group's ftenvironmen· rived. We'll get your names on yow
talist" members pClated a l!ilin aaying papers somehow. but it IjI8Y take 11<

ftSierra Club Go Home" at-his place of longer than usual. Uthis issue is late.
buaiDeas. "that's the relIson. We'll have the full
tAttle by .littl" we:were. leUning - . story of the recalcitrant machine later.

!lot only the factS .... hind'the story but
about the political clirilai;lt in southam - tb,e staff

,

,.

,
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POPULAR REALITIES
July 13, 1979 - High cOuntrY NeWs-3

MEDICINE BOW, Wyo. - The town
brags of being home of "the Virginian;
novelist Owen Wister's famous cow-
puncher. It is also a stop for. the Union
Pacific- railroad and home for several
hundred miners who have moved in re-
cently to dig Uranium in the Shirley Basin,
3~milesto the north, or to dig coal near
Hanna,19,miles to the West. AB mineral
acti vity has accelerated, Medicine Bow has
expanded to the limit.
HWe're full," says Kay Curry, the

mayor's wife, "s matter-of-factly as if the
town were a kind of motel. It's simple. No
more trailer spaees will be developed until
the town's expanded water and sewage sys-
tems are complete. Ten years ago, the
town's population was 450. Now the mayor,
Jack Curry, guesses it's around 1,000.
Medicine Bow, almost overwhelmed by

its nearby energy riches: is wen aware of
the nation's hunger for power. But do local
.residents believe the country is' also near.
the end of its fossil fuel rope? Is the country
facing an energy crisis?
We discussed the matter with 13 people

who happened to pass by the Medicine Bow
Mercantile one hot afternoon last month.
Five told us, "yes," there is a crisis: four
said ','no" and four said they weren't sure.
Here's some of their comments:

Power
Hunger,'

Photos by Sara Hunter·Wiles

JOHN FRAUSTO: No. The biglCOmpanies
, 'are ripping everybody oft

PSST...

•

Did you know that you are read-
ing an exclusive? That's right._
.High Country'fIIews is unique
:-" tt's the only reg ionalen-
vironmental newspaper the
Bocky Mountain-West-has got
going for it.
Think aboutthat. For only $12a
year, you get one-of-a-kind
. coverage - of development
and degradation, legislation
and land use, wildlife and wil-
derness - every two w~ks ..
Don't let such an unusual op-
p'ortunity pass you by. Sub-
scribe now.

CARROLL REEVES: I've worked 'in the oil
fields too long not to believe that the
energy crisis is put on by the refineries.

••••,.
••.''.••••
: -' - Enclosed is my'$12 for 25
: '~issues'( one year,)ofthe iMom-..- . ~
.. parable HeN. ,•••: Name,..,- __ -,---;- _· ': A!,dress~~_-'-;:-- --:-
: -City, State &'Zip, _.'-.•·~.• ,Mail to: HeN, 'Box K" Lander, Wyo. 82520· , - -, - - .. ~.' .. "-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

rnUDY DIERENFELDT: Could be, but it
doesn't'bother me any. I'm;gQing to Mis-
8,Ouri.

LISALUCAS: Yes, we're usingup allllfour
energy. I know because in the middle of,
watching TV the power goes off around
here.

ERNEST BIGELOW: Yes. I drive home to
Nebraska every we¥end and gas is get-
ting kinclof hign, b)lt I just keep right on
going. '

-IN

Guest editorial

Short-term questions clon't
change/ong~term .~aJijY'

There is an unfortanate tendency in 'the
current debate over gasoline and diesel oil
shortages to' blur the distinction between
shorl-term and long-term energy supply
problems. This weakens -~ur understend'_
iog of the precarious energy situation and
undereuta Ll.S, resolve to deal quickly and
'efT8Ctiv~lywith the problem, .
, We all want to blame someone for caus-
ing this, or that spot shortage. That's
natural enough: Our lifestyle is being un-
dercut by forces we cannot understand or
control, . • '
Implicit in this is the notion that there is

enough oil to go around, at least for today,
if only some difficulty in the supply system
or nefarious conspiracy could be overcome.
That assumption may.or may not be true.
But an unfortunate, qriWarranted con-

clusion many people are takingfrom this
debate is that the long-range problem with
'.oil supplies' is likewise either a simple
question of distribution or a pure ,,?ntri-
vance of oil producers and processcrs.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

Published biweekly' al"331 Main. Lander Wyo.
82520. 'Telephone 307-332-4877. Second dll8ll post-
age paid at Lander. {USPS NO. 081480) All rights to
publication or articles herein are reserve:!!.

Thomas.A. Bell
Joan Nice

Maljane Anlbler.
. Dan Whipple

!'eI'or Wild
PhilipWbite

Jamyn Ml;DonaId
Will Murphy

Hannah=~

· Publisher
·¥aDaging Editor '
Associate Ediklr
· Contributing Ediklrs

Q,rrespondE;!nt
, Business Manager
1 Circulation
Art and Production
iEditorial A8s~nt, ,

Subscription rate $12.00
I Single copy-rate 50 cents. ~

I ' f1 Can for pennission to reprint any articlet or' ust
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!world will-I)e, welcomed with the uMerstanding thai
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The present difficulty is symptomatic of
what is going to happen with increased fre-
quency as we come closer and closer to the
,00 of our world crude oil supplies.
, The ftrst air bubblea-are beglnning to
appear in the straw that has sucked oil
fromithe"arth. Sheik Ahmed Y.amani. oil
minister of Saudi Arabia, predicted reo
, cently that truly serious shortages will do-
velop by 1988, shorteges that will make ttl"
current problems seem "like a mere pas-
sing event of trivial consequence."
Yamant, in OUropinion, voiced an unvar
nished, bitter truth. The world is running
out of oil.
The running our IS going to be painful

and most likely violent on occasion. How'
painful or violent depends on American re-
solve to deal with the problem while plan-
ning still is possible: .
A way oflife is coming Ill> an end, and that

is seldom accomplished gracefully -;- or
quickly. More likely the spurts of economic
and .social upheaval will continue
throughout the 1980s lind on into the
19908 before a new equilibrium is estab-
lished. ' •
Never mind that something just as sat is-·

fying may take the place of our oil-based
economy; the transition still will be tough
and emotional. The age ofoil is comfortable
, and fanuliar, "-
No on" wants change of the kind the Un-

ited States must accommollate in the next
two decades. The hu;"'n way isto Mily the
need for changs as long' as poSsible, then
resist - angrily, violently if neceBBary' .
longer still. But this only postpones and
intensifij", the inevitable.
If lNe refuse to face up to tile prospects .

now and plan for chllJtge, Weglve over con-
trol of our future: Is this what we wish for
the United Stetes, indeed for the Wastern
world - to buy Iifew more years of blissful,
. ignu nt luxury by blamil'lg it all on the
Arai>s or oil companies: How much
economic and soci'!J chaos are we willing to,
bequeath our children so we;can avoid fac-
ing up to the problem today? Think about -
~ , '

Reprinted from THE
STATESMAN, Jtme 28,11l19.

IDAHO,
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New coal .Ie'osing needed?
by Dan Whipple price of 011, the effect of clean air ~ en-

Interior !lecretary Cecil Andrus has an- vironmental regulations and other factOrs.
IIOI1DIllld a new c:oaI leasing program that According to the statement,' by 1985 West-
could increase Western coal production ern produetion will increasefrom3.5 to five
nearly t8nr0la by 1990 - to 1.2 billion tona times 1976leveIS -~themedium and
annually. high estimates. Projected 1990 increases
Environmentalists and some industry would be even greater. In contrast, Eastern

officiale·bave questioned the need for the production would increase only 12 to 22
renewed leasing. Others, howev:er, watch- 'percent, Most authorities consider the
ing the submergence of the nucleali power "low" assumptionS unrealistic because pol-
industry, the skyrocketing of .Iorld oil icy decisions being made in the Carter ad-
prices and the emergence of interest in ministration tend to favor dramatically.in-
syrithetic fuel from coal, say that even creased coal production.
more coal may !J<j needed. The area most affected by renewed coal
Interior's "preferred program" calls for leasing will be the Powder River Basin,

leasing 531 million tons of coal in the . which will provide most of the increased
Green River-Hams 1>01'k region of Wyom- production. According to the statement,
ing in January 1980, 109 million tons in production from the Powder River region is
Utah in mid-I981 and 776 million tons in desirable because producers are attracted

to its "thick coal seams and relatively 10\\
the Powder River Basin of Wyoming and ratio .of overburden to seam thickness."
Montana in early 1982.
. By 1990, West<!fn states will bear the To ansjVer one of environmentalists'
brunt of most of the increased production. main objections to an earlier proposed leas-
A recent environmental impact statement. ing program, Interior has tried to show a
.deacribes the program, including Depart- need for renewed coal leasing. Currently
men~ofEnergyestimatesofhoW'muchcoal 534 federal cOilileasescontaining 17.1 bill-
will be needed by 1985 and 1990 andoflow, ion tons of coal are' outstanding. But for
medium and high production levels based various reasons, not all of these leases will
on different assumptions about the world· bll mined. According to the Department of

Interior
Energy's figures in the environmental dig at one major mine until after 1990 be-
statement, in the medium production case, cause there is no current demand for the
it there' were no new leasing at all, total coal.
U.S. production would be 1.105 billion tons According to dats collected by the Na-
in 1985. If the preferred program were in- tiona!' Coal Association, coal production
itiated and new leasing undertaken, pro- will easily reach Andtus' goal of 1.2 billion
duction would total 1.112 billion tons, a tons annually by 1985 without additional'
difference of only 7 million tons. leasing. . -
In the high estimates, with no new leas-' Jonathan Lash of the Natural Resources

ing, pri>4uction would reach 1.201 billion Defense Council says, "Interior has made a
tons in ~985,With new leasing, production case for coal leasing, but not a lconvincing
would be 1.227 billion tons, a difference of case. The decision is not based on a full
26 million tons. By 1990, the gap between explanation of the data. However, I'm not
the options would widen somewhat to 37 sure they could liave done a whole lot bet-
million tons at the medium levels and 101 ter."
million tons at-the high levels. Sarah Gorin, staff director of the Powder _
Does the' coal industry need the new River .B~in Resource Council, a rancher-

-The gas crunch in the cities "has Congress
falling allover itself to produce something that
comes from coal that will run an automobile."

, I
leases ;0 meet the production goals set by
the administration? A source in the coal
industry says: "No, th-ey are not ready for
them, and there is excess capacity now.". .
Thesouree says that. in fact, at least one
coal company in the West-~ Amax - won't,

conservation group in northern Wyoming,
says, "The DOE figures are outrageously
high. They want to lease by 1980 so that
Carter can get re-elected."
Even the coal industry questions how

spirited the bidding on the newly available

.Coal.management plan applauded by erwironmentclists
I

Hand in glove with the administration's federal coal. It describes procedures in- could mean the leasing of 10 to 20 billion
decision to lease additional federal coal is tended to assure the development 'of that tons of coal in the next five years."
the development. of a"new coal IDIlIiage- coal first that will causeleast damage to The greatest concern of the coal industry
ment system. The system replaces the the environment and to prevent develop- is how Ipterior will determine which areas
proposal of the Nixon·Fon! years - known ment of coal which will cause irreparable . 'are not going to be leased because 'of their
as EMARS, the Energy Minerals Acitivity environmental harm." environmental sensitivity - its applica-
Recommendation System - which had The coal industry is leas pleased with the. tion of the 24 land unsuitability criteria.
been sevsrely criticized by environmen- management syStem, largely because the BLM recently· ran' a test of the initial
taliste. systam does not give the industry as much criteria and found that '1h practice, the
. The goals of the new management sye- leeWay as the original EMARS proposal. application of a criterion often resulted in
~,ll"' to "employ' land use planning and However, one source aay,., "At least some the elimination of very large areas from
enective enforcement of environmental sort ofleasinlr system is in place." further,consideration,.whereas the appli-
laws to assure that federal coal is commit- . cation of the exceptions reclassified most of
ted to production and produced in an en- sarah G!>rin of the Powder Riv~r Basin these same lands as 'acceptable.' Field per-
vironmentally sound manner," according Resou,rce Council aays, "They (the BL¥J sonnel found this exercise confusing, espe-
to the fina! environmental impact stete- did.a bunch of MFPs for the EMARS sye- cially to the public. Thl.y also expressed
ment on coal leasing. tam. Instead of redoing the planning to fit concein the bureau would come nnder at-
Under the EMARS approach, the ooa1 the new program, they are trying to patch tack from environmental groups on this

industry nominated tracts of federal coaJ up tht! old ones. They're on a real tight procedure:" . .
landa from which the government chose for schedule because, politically, they want to One compimy, Rocky Mountain Energy,
leasing those which it felt were least en- lease the coal. They're saying, 'Do the best ownoprivate coal landa in southwestern
vironmentally damaging and most likely you can, then we'll lease.' " .
to guarantee coal production. Perhaps the Interior_ Department's most

. - ~t and controversial next step will
WIth the current proposal, the govern- be a decision on how to handle preference

ment bases its land.use planning e!!0i'ts on . right lease applications. Under previoua
the Bureau of Lsnil Management s man- leasing procedures, a miner working out-
!lfement framework plal,l! - known side a known coal resource area would be
b~aucratically as ~s. The w;,Ps !"- given an exploration permit, If he found
~ the resources and "best uses of m· "commericisl quantities" of coal, he ap-
diVlcfual BLM management ~. From plied for a preference rightlease. OnCe this
the pl~, areas that. are ~. ~~- application was received; the government
taJ1y SUItable for les8ingwill be eliminated was legally bound to give the mfuer a lease .'
from consideration and those that can be .
most ilafely mined Willbe oft'eled for lease. Currently 10 to 20 billion tons offedeial

coal' are under these lease applications,
Environmentalists generally are which Interior may be obliged to grant -

pleased with the ~ment plan. In its despite the new system. The agency hasyet
commenta on the draft environ'lpental to issue final regulations covering the mat-
statement, the Natural Resourcea Defense tar .. t says it will try to ~ 1........ in
Council said that the program "presents areasofpsrticularenvironmentalsensitiv-
tha structure of a rational approach to the ity. lit taking this app-ro, however, In-
Ill8IllIllllI1Int of the nation'" coal. It integ- . terior is entering very murky legal water.
rates ooa1 management decisions into the' 'NRDC's Jonathan Lash says, "The hand'
bro8der context of n!lIOUI'Cll management. ling oftheae preference rigbtlease applica·
It establishea a cyclical ~ for the tiona could have more impact than any new
evaluation o£ the need for the leasing. of federal competitive leasing system. It~---~~--

,
Wyoming that are interspersed in a "chec-
kerboard" pattern with federal lands con-
taining coal ..The firm had hoped to lease
adjacent federal lands to obtain a "logical
mining unit."
After BLM ran its initial test, the comi

pany discovered that eight of its ten choices
for leasing would have been unsuitable for
mining, mainly because they conflicted
with critical antelope habitat. After con-
siderable haggling with BLM, the areas
were placed in a newly-ereated category
called "Suitable pending further study."
The company had argued that BLM

lacked information about critical habitat.
CllIrk Bolser, Rocky Mountajn Energy's
manager of environmental ser;vices, says,
'lThere .hlst won't be enough infonnatioti
available to designate most·landa. It is
going to cause the land manager a lot of
trouble. The kind of information needed is
very detailed and previously has been con-
sidered at the mine plan stage of develop-
ment. Now they will have to study those
issues before the lease is even issued."
Fred WoIf of the Rawlins, Wyo;·, ~LM

office aays~ ''We will have .... check to see
whether the impacts are mitigable. The
main thing is to replace the vegetation and
topography."
Wolf says that there will be unSuitability

P1'Obiemain every Western state. '1n Utah,
some'coal is in a municipal watershed. In
Wyomipg and Colorado, the biggest prob-
lems ate wilaIife. But, the resulte of the
test were that under the criteria (after ap-
plying the exceptions), there is still poten-
tial for strip mining."
In a report issued on the test of the

criteria, BI¥ has decided to do away with
the distinction between the "criteria" and
the "exceptions." The l'eCOmJilendation is
''to ~ the etceptjons with th~ main
criteria ...pnmarily to a,-oid a PQtentially
confusing jumbling of thy criteria and their
application." ,



rarvet LRT-8E4-V2

-
-1oF--,--qRAFFlTlinKeDtucky JNIin!ed 011the hip wall of a Mrip IDine.

saysyes
coal leases will be. There are currently
about 125 million tons of excess capacity in
the coal industry - that ia, coal that can be
produced but is not committed to long-term
contracts. A utility source attributes this to
"uncertainty ,about making fuel commit-
menta for n~ facilities."

Leasss in the Uinta-Southwest Utah
area are expected to attract bidders be-
cause a number of comp&nies need federal
leases to combine with private leases to
make economically attractive mining
units. Other leases will probably be bid
upon in anticipation of increased demand'
after 1990. ..
David Masselli of Friends of the Earth

says, "The only way one can explain the
DOE projections (that new leasing is,
needed) ia .if one makes the assumption
that people are going to turn in their leaSes '
and get new 011es, This ignores the fact that
some ofthose leases were bought for a song.
It also ignores tranSportation costs."
Despite environmentalista' objections

that the federal coal projectiolis are too
high,there are indications that they may
be too low. In order to assess t1ie demand for
coal in comparison to oil and other energy

, .
sources, DOE assumed that, for low and
mid-range projections, world oil prices
would be $15,per barrel in 1985 and $18.50
in 1990. The high range estimates were
$21.50 in 1985 and, $23.50 in 1990. Aa a
result of recent deCisions by foreign oil ex-
porters, the Organization of Petroleum
ExpOrting Countries, world oil prices are

1

JUly 13. 1979 - High Country News:ti

Pholo .." MIko MoCJan
MORE DRAGLINES will be put to work in the West as coal leasing Is resumed.AccordlngtothelDterior
, Department, by 1985 We8tern coal produetion !"By be increaeed by as much as five times 19781ev. ' '

already in the high 1990rang es, This Could
- increase the 'demand for coal over oil. '
In addition, nearly everyone now be-

lieves tbat DOE's projections for produe-
tion of power from nuclear energy are too
high, Repercussions from the Thre~ Mile

Western stateswill bear
the brunt of increased
coal production.

for energy conservation or alternative
energy sources to supplant coal demand.
Some coal leasing by the early lQ!lOB

seems certain"however, and a lll8.S&ive" in-
crease in Western production, .wltn?~r
without new leasing, seems inevitable. TIle
lowest DOE projection calls for a tripling of
coal from the West by 1990, to 327.6 mill-
ion tons annually, without new leasing.

~,.
AMO,RY LOVINS

AT FEATHERED PIPE RANCH

• September 24-30. 1979

Soft Energy Path Explorations
is a special opportunity for in-
individuals and organiza-

tions to ditectlv benefit from
Amory 'Lovms' experience with

~, distributive energy systems,
I~ emphasizing practical imple-

~

mentation of "softvtechnologv
/" in relation to participants'

needs and situations. In an open
. exchange of ideas and resources,
, a series of presentations and discus-
sion will focus on techniques for

problem identification. trouble-shoot-
ing, skill-sharing..and networking, related

to' renewable, and conserving energy
strategies. The '''ger range goal of this pro-
gram lies ttl participants' enhancing their
commumties' awareness of energy needs
and uses. and developing alternatives to ex-
isting systems to further "soft path" solu-
tions on a widespread basis.
The workshop will be held for seven tull

days at the Feathered Pipe Ranch, an infor-
. flJal atmosphere conducive to learmng,
relaxation, and renewed perspectives.
Wo'rlc:shop fee is S400.00 which includes all
presentations. meals. and JodginS.

HoliSTIC LIFE SEMINARS
BOt 1682. HELENA. MT 596111
, " '. _2""96' '. ,.
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acres at the lowerend.The other 94pereent
is nations! forest land.
The study team has concluded that th"

entire segment is eligible for inclusion in
the Wildand Beenic Rivers System because
of its "outstandingly remarkable" scenic,
recreational, and historic values.
Since the study segment is, with the ex-

ception of a half-mile below the bridge at
Crandall, virtually pristine, the teani also
concludedthat it deserves a "wild" classifi-
cation. ("Scenic" or "recreational" classifi-
cations allowmore development.) .
• The environmental study recommends
designating the entire study area a wild
river except for the private lands at the
lower end. According to a Forest Service
spokesman, these private lands wereomit-
ted because they are outside the forest's
boundary, and thus the agency maynot be
able to get scenic easements.
BuildingRoute 292any farther westinto

the canyon seems to.be a dead issue: llist
March the state of Wyoming told Park
County they were considering' abandon-

, ment of the stretch that had already been
built .
•\ccording to the environmental state-

ment, no economically feasible water star-
'age sites exist within the study area. By
1975 the benefit-cost ratio of the Bureau
of Reclamation dams studied in the 1950s
had sunk to 0.47 to 1.
No known mineral deposits of any value'

are in the study area. There is very little
.grazing, and the small amount of commer-
cia! timber on the upper river is
inaccessible, .

The publichas been generally apathetic
about thestudy in spite, of newspaper arti-
cles, radio talk shows and Forest Service
slide prol!!ams.Only Hi and 16 people,re-
spectively, showed up at the two public
workshops.
The most .eontroveraial subject BUr--

rounding the study is the fate of the private
lands in the Crandall area, some ofwhich
have already been subdivided. Without de-
signatlon, according to the environmental
statement, "The trend toward commercial
establishments, large residential subdivi-
sions, permanent parking of trailers and
mobile homes on the river, and erection. of
signs and billboards will probably aeceler-
ate."
If the whole studysegment were desig-

nated, the secretary of agriculture.could, .

J
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buy rights of way 'for public access and
scenic easements to protect the- view from
the river. If a landowner was unwilling to
sell, the government coulduse ita powersof
condemnation. But land uses in effect he-
fore the purchase of the easement would
not be affected. .

excluding the private lands at the begin-
ning and end of the 'study stretch.
Local interviews reveal a whole spec-

trum of views about the Clarks Fork:
"I fell in love with that place at first

sight. It just takes your breath away the
first time. That'swhy I foughtthatroad-I
just couldn't imagine that view with all
those road cuts in it, I cameup here when I
was brand new iii Wyoming, and f said
then, .1 want to move to Cody."
~IItis a scenic river now. You can't get

downto the river except in three places, It's
unsuitable for a dam site - they've already
proved that. Ijust don't seethat we should
bother it."

"I'm a little disappointed that they didn't
includemore. You're never goingto run out
of developers. And they're never going to
stop.putting pressure on."

"It is a wild and very scenic river now.
I'm afraid if they designate it, it will shor-
ten the time it wiH remain in its very
primitive. state. People are like locusts -
when they atart to flood in on an area in
great numbers, they blight it. This Country
iiimade for the few but growingnumber of
people that thrive on hardship, that will
make a little effort to comein here."
"There's still a possibility of (the high-

way) going down the canyon.I hope tha~.it

:,rHE CLAR~ FORK slides across
the border. of Montana in a valley of
broad, marshy meadowa.

M\>stof the landownersin the atudyarea
oppose designation ofany part of the river.
Other public comments recei ved during
the study favored a combination wild and
scenic designation for most of the river, isn't madeaWildand Scenic River that far

'down."

"I personally would like to see it desig-
nated just because it would save the coun-
try a lot ofmoneyand grief trying to decide
what to doabout it. We hadn't ought to be
wast!ng a lot of our time on it."

No public hearing on the draft environ-
mental statement is scheduled. Written
comments should be sent to the Shoshone,
National Forest, West Yellowstone High-
way, P.O. Box961, Cody, Wyo., R2414b)'
.Sept. 14. .'

. I

Lynne Barna is a free-lance photo-
grapherand writer who Iives near the
.Clarks Fork in Wapiti, Wyo. Last year she
received the Rocky Mountain Center on
. Environment's communications award for
her work published in Wyoming News.AT LEFT, a deceptively peaceful

stretch of the Clarka Fork, just above
a box canyon where the river be-
comes white thunder. - - -

,~\~ •• ,~...... <\. ;0. - .., .'., ~ , ~ ~ <.,..~.4 • f"'-'" .-. ,".:r'" "-'--4~"~ -~ ", ~ ~....,.-.• ,,.
This article'rBs paid (or in part by dona-

tions to the HCN Research Fund.
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SDuth Pass.
p8rch8dahDv~

the cammon world

(Ed. Noie: Samuel Clemens, better
known as Mark Twain, crossed
Wyominj(s South Psss in 1861 on his
way to Nevada in searcJ;i.of adventure,
gold and silver. 'The following is ex-
cerpted friolD J,l0UGHlNG IT, a book·
Twain wrote about his Western experi-
enees.)

by Mark Twain

Toward dawn, we got under way again,
and presently as we sat with raised cur-
tains etijoying our early morning smoke
and contemplating the first splendor of the
rising sun as it went down the long array of
mountain peaks, flushing and gilding ""ag
after crag and summit after summit, as if
the invisible Creator reviewed his gray
veterans and they saluted with a smile, we
have into view of South Pasa.City. The
hotel keeper, the postmaster, the black-
smith, the mayor, the constable, the city
marshall and the principal citizen and
property holder, all came out and greeted
us cheerily, and we gave him good day. He
gave us a little Indian news and a little
Rocky Mountain news; and we gave him
some plains infonnation in return. He then
retired to:J hia lonely grandeur and We
climbed on up among the prietling peaks
and the ragged clouds.
South PllS/l City CQIIlIistedof four log ca-

bins, one ofwhich was unfinished, and the
gentleman With all those offices and titles
wile the chief est citizen of the place. Think
of hotelkeeper, postmaster, blackamithy,
mayor, Constable, city marshall and prin-
cipal citizenall condensed into one person
and crammed into one skin. Bemis said he
was a "perfect Allen's revolver of dig-
<nities." And he said that ifhe were to die as
postmaster, or as blacksmith, or as post-
master and blackamith both: the people
might stand it, but ifhe were' to die allover,
it would be a frightfulloss.to the commun-
ity. .
Two miles tieyond South Pass City we

saw for the first time that mysterious mar-
vel which all Western untraveled ~ys

NATURE'S KINGS. "About us was gathe':"'! a eon-
vention of nature's kings that stood tell, twelve and
even.thirteen thousand feet 1.1gh - grand old fellows,

have hesrd of and fully believe in, but are
sure to be astounded by when they see it
, with-their own eyes, nevertheless - banks
ofsnow in dead summertime. We were now
far up toward the sky, and knew all the
time that we must presently encounter
lofty summita clad in the "eternal snow"
which "was so commonplace a matter of
mention in booka, and y~t when Idid see it _
glittering in the sun on stately domes in
the distance and knew the month was Au-
gust and that my coat, was hanging up be-
cause it WllS.1loo warm to wear it, I was fully
as much amazed as if I never had heard of
snow in August before.
Truly, "seeing is believing" - and many.

a man lives a long life through, thinking
• 'he believes certain universally received
and well-established things, and yet never
sUspects that ifhe were confronted by t\1ose
thinga once, he would discover that he did
not really believe them before, but only
thought he believed them. ' .
In a little while quite a number ofpeaks

swung into view with long claws of glitter-
ing snow clasping them; and with here and
there, in the shade down themountainside,
a'little solitary patch of snpw looking no
larger than a lady's pockef'handkerchief,
but being inrea\ity as large as a "public
square."
And now, at iaat, we were fairly in the

· renowned SOUTH PASS, and whirling
gaily along high above the common worl~.
Wewere perched on the extreme summit of
the great range !if the Rocky MOll)ltiuna,
toward which we had heen climbing, pa-
tiently climbing, ceaselessly climbing, for
days and nighta'together - and about us
, was gathered a convention of nature's
kings that stood.ten, twelve and even thir-
· teen thousand feet high _. grand' old fel-
lows who would have to stoop to see Mount
'Washington in the twilight. We were In
such an airy elevation above the creeping
populations of the earth that now and then
when the obstructing crags stood out of the
way it seemed we could look around and
abroad and contemplate the whole, great
globe, with ita dissolving views of.moun-

tains, seas and continents.stretching away
through the mystery of the summer haze.
As a general thing, the pass was more

suggestive of a valley than a suspension
bridge in the clouds - but it strongly sug-
gested the latter In one spot. At that place

I . the upper third of one or two majestic pur-
ple domes projected above our level on
either hand and gave us a sense ofa hidden
great deep of mountains and plains and
valleys down about their bases which we
fancied we might see if we could step to the
edge and look over.
These sultans ofthe fastnesses were tur-

baned with tumbled volumes of cloud,
·which shredded away from time to time
and drifted off fringed and tom, trailing
their continents of shadow after them; and
catching 'presently on. an intercepting
peak, wrapped it about and bro~ed there
- then shredded away and left the purple '
peak, as they had left the purple domes,
downy and -white with new laid snow.
In passing, these monstrous rags of

clouds hung low and swept along right over
the spectator'a head, swinjpng their tatte'" .
so nearly in his face that his impulse was to
shrink when they came closest.
In the one place I speak of, one could look

below him upon a world of diniinishing
crags and canyons leading down, down and
away to a vague plain with a thread in it
which was a road, and a bunch of feathers
in it which were trees - a pretty picture
sl~pingin the suulight - but with dark-
ness stea,ling over it and glooming itS fea-
tures deeper and deeper under thefrown of
a.comiDg storm; and then, while no film or
·shadow marred the noon brightness of his
high perch, he could watch the tempest
break forth down there and see the lighten-
ing leap from crag to crag and the sheeted
· rain drive along the canyon sides and hear
the thunder peal and crash and roar. We
had this spectacle;' a familiar one to many,

._ but to us a novelty,
We bowled along cHeerily, at the very

summit (though it was all summit to us,
and all equally level, for hall' an hour or
more), we came to a spring that spent ita

who would hjl'
the twilight."

I-
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~botoby Mike McClure

10 would bjlve to stoop to see Mount Washington in
, twilight."

i'

•

~. ',Ph_ "" MIke MeClure
VISITORS TO SOUTH PASS CITY tOdsy can look over the shoulders of the Poker players at the
Grecian Bend Saloon or visit the Sher10ck Hotel for a gUmpse Of a bride in her'l860s gown. ,

Twoniiles beyond
South Pass City we saw
for the first ~tim~-that
mysterious 'marvel
....banks of s~ow indead
summertime.

PbMo by _ MeCIure

YOU ALMOST EXPECT'theSouth Pass City hotel keeper. pOlltmasler. blacksmith.IlUlYor,
COD8tsble; city marshall and prlncipal citizen aDd pmperty holder to .step out to greet you
..".", you arrive in town., South Paas hasbeen r"'tored by the WyilmiDg Reereatio~ CoIIIJIIis.
..... with help from a .1oCa1lll'Oup known as t1ie FrIends of South P888.

water thrOugh two outlete and set'it in the
opposite directions. The conductor said
that one of !.hose streams which we were
looking at was just starting on a journey
westward to the Gulf of California and the
Pacific Ocean, through hundreds and even
thousands of miles of desert solitudes: '
He said that the other was just leaving

~~ its home among the snow peaks on a simi-
lar journey eastward - and we knew that
. long~after we should have forgotten the
simple rivulet it would still be plodding its
patient way down the mountainsides; 'and'
canyon beds, and between the banks oftlie
Yellowstone; and by and by would join the,
broad Missouri and now through unknown "\
plai"" and deserts and unvisited wilder-
nesses; and add a IOJ!ll'and troubled pit- '
llrimage among snags-end wrecks and sand
bars; and enter the Mississippi. touch the

•
traversing shoals and rocky channels.then
endJeas chains of bottomless and ample
bends, walled with unbroken forests, th ..n
mysterious byways iuid secret paasages
among woody islands, then" tlie chained
bends again, bordered with the wide levels
of shining sugarcane in' place of l!Qmber
foresta; then by New Orleans and still
'other chains of bends - and finally, after
two long months of daily and nightly
.harassrnent, excitement, el\ioyment,ad-
venture and awful perilofparched throate,
pumps and evaporation, pass the gulf and
enter into its rest upon the bosom of the
tropic sea, never to look upon its snow
peaks again or regt'!!t them.
Ifreighted a leaf with a mental message

for the frleJids at home and dlopped it in the
stream: But Iput no stamp on it and it wlill
held for postage somewhere.

>.

. .
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Attack onfederolqovernment hitssolor project
by ADD Schimpf and Janelle BJoown

BLANDING, Utah -' Residents of
SOIltheastern Utah ere determined to give
the federal government a taste onts own
medicine.
The Committee to Protect the Environ-
ment; a "tongue-in·cheek" local environ-
mentel group, has filed suit against the
National Park"service to prevent construc-
tion of a small solar electrical generating.
plant at Natural Bridges National Mqnu-
ment.
Although their complaint is couched in

environmentalist jargon, committee mem-
bers readily admit they are no typical en-
vironnMIntel group. Their villain is not de-
velopment in southeastern Utah but a fed-
eral· government that they say has out-
stepped its hounds.
"We formed our group and initiated this

project because we feel very strougly about
the way things have been happening down
here with the federa! government handing
IRlt one order after another," says John
Black,. president of the committee.
The committee's suit maintains that the

construction of'a proposed photovoltaic
solar electric plant constitutes a "major"
federa1 action and as such requires an en.
vironmental impact statement rather than
the environmental 888essment report filed
by the Park Service.
Construction of the 100-kilowatt photo'

voltaic plant will cost $3 million and will
result in the removal of about two acres of
vegetation at the monument.
"We had nointention of making the pro- '.

jectcost eft-'cient, and we know it's going to
cost a great deal of money; says GarY
Howe, management assistant for the
Canyonlands office of the Park Service.
"We've begun it as a demonstnltion project
and are receiving funds from the U.S. De-
PBttment of Energy for the bulk of' the
coal"

APPLE PIE
"We felt that only an EAR (environmen-

talaasessment report) was required since it
involved no major construction like a
dam; Howe says. "We thought the project
was like apple pie and motherhood since
IDlI8t everyone is in favor of solar energy."

~ DrawlDc coarteey 01 NatlelUlJ Pull 8ervioe
FEDERAL VILLAINY. The eolar energy project-i!iown in the artiat's con-
ception above hall spawned a "tongue-in-cheek" environmental group that
. sees the federal government as a villain.

But IClQl\.residents are not in favor oftliis
particular solar energy project.
"The fede~al government made' thl'

White Mesa Uranium Mill south ofBland-
ing spend $200,000 to excavate every

single piece of pottery before they could
build," Black says. "And yet when it comes
their time to build, they don't "(ant to ~
one thiug to protect theenvironment.
''It's really stupid to tear out a couple of, .

acres of trees to put in solar cells," he says.
"A better place for that kind of use of tech-
nology would have been at Halls Crossing
or Bullfrog where man's imprint is more
obvious. We need to develop solar power
hut not there."
When- asked if his group wss an en-

vironmental group, Black says, "No, we're
just about the reverse. We don't intend to
lock things up."
Then, why the choice of name? Phil B.

Acton, one of three trustees of the commit-·
tee, says, "I felt like it would open a lot of
doors for us that a name like the 'Commit-
tee to Sue the Gover.nment' might not."
Black is a miner. Acton is a certified pub-

lic accountant. And the other trustee of the
group, which formally organized. as a non-
profit organization in early March 1979,
Jerry Halliday, is a construction worker.
The group has about 50 members.

LOCAL SUPPORT
, Does the committee have the support of
local government uffici alg? San Juan
County Commissioner Calvin Black says
with a chuckle, "I've been accused of set-
ting lip the group. The (solar) project is
economically ridiculous."
The project would be the first large

photovoltaic system in the National Park
system. The power 'generated from the
solar cells will replace electricity now ob-
tained from diesel generators. •
The 70-page EAR filed on the project by

the Park Ser.;vice examines the possibility
of developing such a demonstration project
at a total of 10 siteaDottonwood Ranger
Station at Joshua Tree National Menu-
ment in California received a second place
rating because it lacks water pumping, a
modem appearance and room for interpre-
tive displays.
According to Howe, contractors for the

initial site preparation are ready tcfbegin
work. Jack Kelly of the US. Department or
the Interior's regional solicitor's office in
Salt Lake City says that until the court
rules on the case, "Our plans are to proceed
with construction." I:-c

Ann SChimpf and Janelle Brown are staff
writers for The Herald Journal in Logan,
Utah, where this story first appeared.

Congress, Carter
pushing synfuels
Congress is now considering legislation

to subsidize synthetic fuel production, a
concept ~jected in previous sessions for
'environmental and economic reasons. The
U.S. House has passed a bill that may cost
as much as $22 billion.
The Senate is considering two bills: S.

1308 sponsored by Sen. Henry Jackson
(D-Wash.) that wculd-prnvida $4.37 billion
and S. 1377 sponsored by Sen. Pete
Domenici (R-N.M.l, forwhich a dollar limit
hasn't been determined. Hearings will be
held on the two bills at the end of <July.
President CI'rler is expected to:approve

subsidies; the .administration is consider-'
iug propoea\s that would allow as much as
$90 billion. '
. Envkonmentalista oppose the subsidies
for synthetIc fuels .uch as oil or gas from
/coal or oil from oil shale because ,of their
effects on air and water and because they
think tbe money wimld be betterspent on
renewable energy.
Sen. Dale Bumptirs (D-Ark.) has heen

quoted as saying, he supports the subsidies
because "The AmeriClUl people are in the
mood to do something even nit is wrong."

Thalli
lot Line

TVA OPPOSES CONCENTRATION. S.
David Freeman, chairmen ol'the board of
tire Tennee8ee Vallay Authority, says. the
apIlCy opp.- major oil companies eon-,
tinning to ou:quire independent cOal and
uratJium co~es. Testifying before a.
Senate subCollllllittee, Freeman said, "We
helieve legislation is needed to halt the
gmwing c:Oncentrati~ all our energy re-
8ourI:es' in the hands of a few massive
multiple-fUe1 eOmpanies." TVA, which' is
the country's lilrgest coal consumer and
oneofthe two largest uratJiumpurchase'i-..
h'lS had to pay "skyrocketing coal and
uratJium prices," Freeman says. While op-
posing such monopolie .. TVA has bl¥:ome a
coal and uranium producer itself.

THE POCKETBOOK INCENTIVE. quired to be equipped with scrubbers to
Consumers in six Citres in the United
States and Canada will have a chance to
watch the daily growth of their utilitY bills
in 'R conservation demonstration program
sponsored by the two governments and
several·utilitieS. An energy indicator will
bs hung on the wall in each of 100 homes
selected for the test-in each city. The indi-
cator will shOw the cost of the household'e
gas and electricity as it mounts, penny by
Jl8IU!Y, for 24 hoors. In addition, with a
toyeh of a buttoll; the homeowner can see
utility costs,ofthe previous day or the ac-
cumulated cost for the month. The devices
are expected to encourage 'conservation.
'Ibe cities include Boston, Dli\Ias, Min·
neapolis, San Francisco, Montreal and
Vancouver" _ '

remove sulfur emissions." The ad is spon-
sored by Burlington Northern Ine., North
American Coal Corp., Peabody Coal Co.,
Westmoreland Coal Co~,several other coal
and railroad companies and several labor
wmm.. '
USING WiND. UeS. Rep. Gerry E. Studds
JD-Mass.) has introduced a-bill to require
the federal government to purchase $500
million worth of wind ene~ equipment
over the next flv, years. The bill, the Wind
Energy Systems Utilization Act, ~otild di-
rect tlie Department of Energy to purchase
and install wind energy equipment on
gi>vernment-owned buildings and power-
gsnerating facilities.

PEDAL poWER. The gssoline shortage
'has not created problems in China, accord-

GETI'1NG COAL MILEAGE. While con- iug to-United Press Internation81, because
sistently opposiug new air pollution COD- there are virtually no private cars. Gov.
trol standerds, sevenu major coal produe- erDment officials estimate about 2.5 mill.
ers nevertheless are tryiugto get some jon bikes travel Peking's streets. People
milesge Ollt of them. In a newspaper ad, carry briefcases looped over their hand.
companies say, "If yoU are payiug exorbit- IllbBrs and put their cargo _ from laundiy
ant bills for 'energy, answer thia question: to planks of~ ...:.on the 'back! Gasoline
Why not coal? Coal can now be burned is used by deliverY trucks, government
cleanlY...". new ~-fired plants are re- limousine's and buses.
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William Whalen, director of the Na-3epartment'. comments, signed by lIlIBis-
tional Park Service, told the National Au- \ant secretary Larry E. Meierette.
dubon convel'tion in Estes Park, Colo., Inf.erior mentions two' geyaer areas in

, June 30 that he would be prepared to hack New Zealand that were destroYl'd by de-
legislation if neeeEarY to bring the Is1and - velopment of an area that waa thought to
Park Geothemial Areainto'(ellowstone bl>\indiipendent of them. Four of the 10
National,Park., ' • _ world-ranked geyrier areas have been ad·

o • • ' versely affec:ted by man'. activities, and
Whalen: ~d the Intenor Department three have bean destroyed, Interior says. -

shOJ1ld,use Ita powers under the Geother-. '
mal Steam Act to atop leasing in the l8Iand 'lhe department says Targhee National
Park area (see HeN, 6-1-79). "If that, Foreet officials should amp\\lf their -dis·
doesn't work and the Fore&tService is de- eussion of potential imjiaete on Yellows-
termined to ,develOp that area for geother. tone ,and should discuss three other alter-
mal, it would be my responsibility to have natiVes in the final environmental state,

o the area added to Yellowstone Park," Whe- ment. ,
len Bilid. One alternative suggested bY- Interior

would provide a twt>-mile no-leasing zone
along the Yellowstone border with an
elaborate monitoring program. Another
alternative would exclude all critical wild-
life and scenic areas from leasing. A third
proposa1 would defer all leasing "until we
have more information as to possible rela-
tionships to the geothenna1 regime at Yel:
Iowstone National Park." '
Under the Geothermal-Steam Act, the

Interiorsecretary must approve geother-
mal development on, federal lands,
Interior's comments said "We obviously
will not authorize any geothermal explora-
tion or development"in this area without
adequate safeguardS and evidence that the
activities will not jeopardize" YelloW@l;one.
The Interior Department says the en·

vironmentsl statement should discuss
threats to the bald eagle and peregrine fal-
con, 'both endangered species, and the
trumpeter swan, which Could be"adversel,y
impacted- by toxic effiuent if a blow-out"
from a geotherriial well occurred.
- The U.S, Environmental Protection

, Agency says the environmerital stiltement
doesn't adequately consider the potential
for contsmination of underground or sur-

groundwater in the Upper Colol'lldo River face waters important as sources of drink·
Bssin is salin!!. While this restricts many ing water,

Imagine: Two groups are ig comronts. of its applicationa, Abbey says it could be The WyomingChapler of the Sien'a Club
tion. One advocates building a coal.fired adapted for plant cooling. Municipal sew- and the Wyoming representative of
I t' I 'I d .~ disposal water, 'wa'ate water from rom' _ Friends of the EaI'th expressed concerne eo rIca generatmg p ant to provi e ... -
bad}y needed power to metropolitan areas. lng operations and brackish wa~ from about the "trl'"Sured features o(Yeilows-
The other says surfsce water used to cool i~gation return flows Ore also alterna- :::.~~~:nd about critical ~iizly bear
the plant will cause surrounding com- tlves., 'Ih'
mU,nitiesandcropstosufferandeventuaily No one method has to be uSed exclu- , e conservation groups say even if
di

' I . ' . . Island Park CXluldbe developed to the level
'e.Aseriousthreat?Notnecessarily,ac· slvey,saysAbbey.PiantcoobngfaC1btles f''Th Ge "Ian' Can ' who h
co.v.;ng to s February 1979 report from the CXluldrange from completely dry to a wide? ~ ysers p tm I ornl~, ICLo. Alamos Scientific Laboratories. variety ofwet-dry combinations. Theseop- IS unbkely, the - w~d ~roVlde only
The report, Water Supply'. Demand tions coupled with utilization of waste or 0.0125 percent of. the na~1Cms ~ear 2000

~ternative8 for EIllBtrie, Generation in groundwaters could make tbe demand on energy needs --Insullicle~t toJustlfy the
the Colorado Basin by David Abbey, 'llIII'face watera very low. - endangenng of Yellowstone s wonders.
looke at alternatives to surface water con· Not having to rely on surface waters
suowtionbYplants in the siatesofArizona, would also inerease'the number ofpoten- " ALMOST_WDICROUS
California, Colorado, Nevada, New Max- tial plant aite locations. It would i1so pro. ,In 'a Denver Poet article on June 24,
ico Utah and W~Dll'ng' VI'derelief to areas that have _· ...ace wa< - 1979 appli· · .. ta 'or -thermal le-- m'
Nineteen th~~nd ~awattil of addi- er8 but that are not appropria;r~r plan;' the ~ p;j. ';"";i;yed d!lw/I th:"risk '

tional power are either planned or I1niIer due to environmental, eConomic and social ....YellowstlJne:Malc:olm Mossman of6eci-
construction in tbese ststea. This will probll!\DB.' Jentsl,Petroleum in Bakerafield, Calif., iI
nearlydoublethel'Jlergycapacitytbatbas Provisions are alre8dy being maile'for '1uoted as saying the ehances of a
beenjJUtintoproduction-intheregionlJince reducing use of aurfaCe water. Of the 1. Yellowstone-.lalnd P-arlt undeqrouncl
1962. A IlU\PJr01lJCen1ilthatsui-face water p\antspluinedorunderc:onstiUction inthe .-neetion "are very remote. 'I1Ie tt-abt
consumption bY-the plants' cooling towers' Colorado Ri~ Basin between now and iralmoat Illdicrous.-
could deplete waterresoul'CllSofthe region. 1987,0n\yfiverely8OlelYJlDsurfacewaler. Den __ reaItor and r- appIieant S.
Abbey's repott contends, however, that ale AbbeY says, ho_vel', that water',dep!e· ,P~ W..-roteU! iIquolied a'iI sqing"We
ternative methods of cooling the plants tion shoulcll!tiU remain a ~ 'S!Jcia1 C&JJMt set SlIiile all land in the face ofprog-
could ~t,thiB. aJid economic i~ from the reaI\oca- ,... 'Ihe !-utyofYeIlowatoDe Park can- -
'lbe WII' of cIQ' cooling towers, Where the tion ofwater rights are (1OIIaible,andwater not be allowed to inn_ the cleveIop-'-

water remains in a closed system, would tsbles and atream flows 111&)' be reduced mem of alternative 8011rce8 of poorer in
reduce ater use dramatically. Coats are with the increased USB of undll1'llJOUlld other geothermal fields of OIlr country.
higher'than for evaporative cooling, but water. WhyletourtimotioDareatrict-d8velapmeDt
theoveral1 expense ofelectrical generation More informatiOn about the report can tJf an energy ......... outside the park'!"
would inCJ'l'QSebyonIy oi" to ...ven percent, \leootalned from the Los A\amliiI Scientific 'I1le TartIhee National Forest inSt. An·
according to Abbey. ~tory., ,P.O. Box 1663, lAs Alamos, "-Y, JcIaho, plans to publish its rec:om-
GrOundwater (from wells) can alao be an N.M. 87545 Refer.- to raport number mendation in the final eIl'riroltinelltsi

~~_ ... ~ ... option. Approximateli 70 percent of the LA.7662-MS. ata~,byOct. 1.

ANR SET BACK AGAIN. An admiriis·
trati \,e law-judge nas turned. down a ,clast_
ditch" ~1'6n by Americari Natural Re,- II" ~ k ,

:~~i::sp~:ti~~:~~~~~~,:.c;:eg;~' Coal plants can reduce' reliance
Street Journal reports that the judge ob- rf '
jected to the company's plan for financing on' su a'c'e water report says
the unit, which involved passing the costs " '-'
of the project to ratepayers 'if the project
failed. The judge, ruling on behalf of the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commi .. io~,
said,- · 'Whatev.er benefits are to be derived
from this project wil1 be shared by the en·
tire country, not merely some rate-payers.,"
The judge recommended that the Carter
administration and Con~ess consider fed-
eral financing for the project. The company
says it will appeal the decision to the full
commission. '"

* t C _rec. em..~~_... --..... _.,

eDrll£ newe of the Rock_ and Great Plaine

NUCLEAR UNSAFETY. 'I1le'Associated
fuss reports that records obtained from
theIdaho National Engineering Lai>orat>'
ory indicate thet the -govetnment testiJIg
facility bas had five nuclear accidents re-
sulting in four core meitdowns and three
deatiulin the 30 years that teating bas been
going on. All of the incidents released
radioactive gases into the air, the reports -
say. Causes of the accidents inc hided
sabotage, human error and mechanical
malfunction, All of the core meltdowns
were contsined by safety systems before
any severe damage could be done, The
three workers were killed in a steam explo-
sion in 1961 when INEL was experiment-
ing with a portable reactor for the Anny,

. " ~ ,:;

RIDING HIGH. The high price of gasoline
may be driving Denver ~o.torists into car
pools, The Rocky Mountain News re-:
ports that since gasoline prices began ris-
ing in February, requests to the Denver
Regional Council of Governments for car
pool ridershsve increased 127 percent. Re-
~ional Transportation District officials say
that 300 new riders each month are using
buses to geno their jobs, a

UTAH OIL 'STRIKE-OFFSHORE.
;'\moco Production Co, says that 8 test well
su.ik in the ~orthern arm of the Great Salt
Lake struck what could be a ~or new oil
field, The weU is more than five miles
offshore. Ao 'AmOcospokesman says that
early teats show the well, coull! be produC-
ing 1,500 1l.arrels of oil daily. Further test-
ing is needed to determine the well's com-
mercial potential.

TREATMENT WATER FOR SLURRY?
Texas Eaatern Transmission Corp. says it'
is ClODIiidering uaiJlg water flowing from
several cities' sewage treatment plants in
its proposed coal's1urry pil'eline. The
, companys proposal to take 42,000 aerll-
feetof_ter from th!! Little,Bighom River
in northern Wyomihg for a s1111'l'Yline to
Texas was rejectec! earli~ this year by
WyomingGov.,EaHerschler.Aspokesman
for'the company !'8Ys that Texas Eastern
""ill probably lobby, for, approval of the
pi~ i,n the 11181 WyoJ;ning legislative
session. Consideration in Wyoming's 1980
budget session ii_considered ~y.
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Park- Service figh,ts -geothermal plan
'- - .

by Philip White

The draft environmental atatement on
Island Park geothenDai driUing proposala
has ,drawn fire from other federal officials
and environmental groups, too. The east-
ern border of the area is within 13 miles of
Old Faithful: and is' even closer to other
Yellowatone thermal features:

The Interior Department says Yellows-
tone has been designated ",World Heritage
Site and an International Biosphere Re-
serve by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural OJ:ganization, giv-
ing the park "the highest possible recogni-
tion of its significance to the world."
•Any mlm-caused threat to the integrity

of (Yellowstone's) thermal resources is to-
taUy unacceptable," according to t~e ,

\ Photo by PhiUp W!tite
WILLIAM WHALEN talks with par-
ticipants in the National Audubon
Society eonvention at HOeky Moun·
tain National Pm·k.

-by Jim Verley

, .,.
*\ •• /> ••.• ~ ,,-~- ...... \. ' ..... ~ .', ••
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WesternIDandup~!!-..:....-

In the Colorado River Basin moet states
figure they muat find wayS to develop their
waterorrisklosingit todo~ users.
They believe in the ~Dr-lose-it

A study of a five-oounty ares around the philosophy.
Idaho Natio~ Engineering LabOratory, a . Foes of the Central Arizona Project, how-
nuclear testing facility, indicates that the ever, have come"up with a DeW aJlPl'll8Cbto
csncerdeathrateshavenotincieaaedsince water·management. They aaya the state
-1974. In fact the 1977 death rates for the Ihlluld forget about ·building CAP, a
countieswereall belowthenationalcsncer' multi·billion dollar water development
death rate of 1.69deatha per thousand and project which they say the state .foesn't
ldsho's rate of 1.37. d8aths per thousand. need, and sell some of Ariz9na's water
The study wa. ba8ed on information' righte to thirsty Southern Californians ..

supplied .by the stete Bureau of Vital By doiDg so, the state could. make more
•Statistics. BecaWMl of t;he small popula- thaD $100 million a year, accordiDg to
tions tn each of the five rounties, state Frank Welsh of tile Citizens Concerned
radiatjon control director I!I>bert FunCler- About the Project. That income would be
burg says that it is impossible to say enough to allow the state to eliminate its
whether those deaths that do OCCUI' from' property tax, Welsh says.
cancer are the result of lNEL activities.· In addition, not building the Cent1's1
Cancer or no, Idaho Gov. John Evans told Arizona Project would save Arizona and

.federal. officials at a heariDg on nuclear' l'eder,al ~ers $10 billion as well as
wastes in Carlsbad, N .M., that his state several billion kilowatt-hours of llncrgy,' .
would not aCalpt long·term storage ofnuc- says another backer of the proposal, Robert
lear ws$> Within its borders. Evans said Witzeman of the Maricopa Audubon Socic
''The buried wa..te matsrial is· in a d ..... sty. .
teriorating condition and prese;'ts the Wealey Steiner, executive director of the
largest potential for contsminstion in the Arizona Water Commiasion, finds the
near future:' Evans s8id that he cannot whole propooal ridiculous, hbWever. "It's
understand the failure of the U.s. to make 9ilIy to ssll any part of Arizona's entitle-
some decision on the fmalstorage'ofwastes· ment to Colorado River water," he said ina
buried at INEL. Ph-m Gezette story,

C. Tetge' , u:.ae4.\t2

(

~"'Davld8_
. RIVER RUNNING on non.navigable streams that pass through' private land is now considered trespassing in
Colorado ..

C01orado Supreme Court. says rcfters.guilty of trespass
The arrest of three men rafting on the . private property, upholding a lower court's

Colorado River hss led to a Colorado Sup- conviction of. the men.
, reme Court ruling that "dramatically al- The five juclges who concurred 011 the
ters the law of Colorado," according to one decision relied on the medieval English
of the dissenting judges. The court ruled doctrine of''be who owns the surface of the
that the public has no right to the recrea- ground has the exClusive rights·to e.very-
tiona] use of "non- navigable" parts of riv- thing which is above it:' . . .
era and streams where they flow through Two judges dissented. One of them said

the court would have done better to con-
sider the American Indian concept that all
people are caretakers, and "eve.!'Yonehad a
right to use the Earth; no one a right to
abuse it ...That was th~ law in Colorado·
when the English feudal courts adopted the
rule (applied by the courtl ...It would be a
sounder precedent for this csss."

FWS raids toxldermists' bird collections
No' excess cancer
evident near INEL'

with some bird mounts, such as eagles,
bringing 8s much as $500.
Information from the Michigan inves-

tigation led to the property of a taxidermist
in Aguilar, Colo..There, agents found over
800 mounted birds, including 15 peregrine
falcons, and over 1,000 birds in freezers.
'The owners of the jewelry store ,!,ere ar·

c;>n May 7, ~nts raided a Franklin, rested and charged with multiple viola·
Mich.Jewelry store that-also ran s tax· ' tions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
idermy operation: The store allegedly sold No charges haw been.filed againat the tax-
a large number offederally protected birds, idermist yet.

SpecialllgSnte of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service hav ... eized the skins,carcasses
and mounted specimjlns ofhundnlds ofpro-
, tected birds from a Michigan jewelry store
and a Colorado taxidermist. The birds in'
elude peregrine falcons, eagles, hawks, owls,
waterfowl end songbirds.

Itls Kingsley Damls turn to help cranes
. Prod<!.ed by Basin Electric Power

. CooMl'ative, the builder of the Giayrocks
Dam in Wyoming, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Conimiseion is inveStigating
J>OS!Iibleeffects of a hydroelectric project,in
Nebraska on whooping crane habitat:
"Wha:t's fair for ths gOOse is fair for the
gander," ssid a spOkesman for Basin, refer·
ring to the ssttlement that forced his com·
pany to pay $7.5 million to protect the
cranes ..Basin feels, the spokesmsn ssid,
UUlt iI~ it had to pro'ide water for wild·
life, other entities thst store water on the
river should, tOo. .
The,project in question is a proPosed

hydroelectric plant at Lakll McConaughy's

Kingsley Dam, downstream from
Ql,ayrocks on tbeJ'latte River. Ifthe inves-
tigation establishes that there is a danger
fA> the cranes,. the operators. of Kingsley
Dam could be required' to release certain
amounts of water fur the cranes' welfare.
Kjngsley's 0'f'DSl'll say mandatory releases
would endanger existing contracts to ir-
rigators and to the Nebraska Public Power
District.
AlthoUgh Basin'. ssttlement stipulated

that certain amounts of water' would be
guaranteed to !low down the Platte to the
. Nebraalta border, an ~ered question
is how the waterwUl gst past the--Kingaley.
Dam to the .whoopers downstream.

ldcho, lndicns settle.
salmon fishing rights

A' heated disPute over how to protect
salJiwn in Idaho ended amicablY after the
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes agreed to close
saIixIon fishing to tribal members all sum-
mer. .
The statsofIdsho had asked the tribes to

forego fishing except for two days of cere-
monial fishing end offered them 2,500 sal-
mon from fish hatcheries. The tribes pro-
tes¥ the state's authon"tY to dictate In-
dian fishing regulations since their rights
were set by treaty.

Expeitssay that only about l(jpera:ntof
the normal number of sslmon are spawn-
ing in the river this year. The decreased
run is blamed on the severe .-drought in
1977, phis th,enew dams on the Snake and
Columbia Rivers, through which, the sal-
mon must swim to reach Idaho.
"The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes thina

more about- conserving the chinook sslmon
than the state-of Idaho does ....1o prove it,
the tribe will close salmon fishing until
Sept. 16," Tribal Chairman Gilbert Teton
said. He referred .to the offer of 2,500
hatchery fish as a ,''bribe of trinkets and
beads." .

The Nez Perce Tribe accepted the state's
offer of 2,500 salmon end two days of cere-
monial fishing, saying they wouldn't fish
"unless 2,700 salmon reach a certain hatch-
ery. Fishing was later opened for them.
In another action affecting salmon, the

U.S. Supreme Court ruled July 2 'that in-
dian flShermen in Wasbitigton stete have ~
the right to ssmuch as halfofthe avsilable
catch. 'The decision generally atlirlns a
-1974 decision by U.S. District Judge
orgeBoldt.

Water: don't use it,
lose it at a -profit
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~GELANDS FILM DENVER SOLAR aEMINARS
A new film, "The Maverick," baa been The newly opened Energy.Conservation

relealed by the Society for RIII~ge Cel\ter in Denver olters solar oemin'ars
Management's Old· West Range Program. every Thursdiiy Oil topics such 88 water
Thefilmexp\ainsthelatesttechniquesfor heating, wind. conversion arid solar
range improvement in the Northern Great greenhouoes. Each oession· costs $2 and is
Plains. Free copies of the film can be or- limited to 80 participants. For more infor-
dered for viewing. Requests should be> mation csll (803) 234-()229.
submitted early,. indicating both first and ' .
second choice viewing dates, Write Pic-
cadilly Films. P.O. Box 17999, Broadway
Station, San Antonio, Tex. 78217. -

BACKPACK TRIP FOR TEACHERS
The Sierra Club is olTering an "En-·

vironmental Education Backpack Work-
shop" Aug. 5-15 in the Lost Creek Scenic
Area of Pike San Isabel National Forest in
Coiorado. The trip is designed to show
teacher. and youth leaders how to plan
educational backpacking trips. The trip
leader ie John Stansfield, 402 E. Del None,
COlorado sjn;ngs, Colo. 80907.

SOLAR CELL CONFERENCE
Tlle Department of Energy's Solar

Energy Research Institute is sponsoricg a
two-day Cl!nferenee in Denver Sept. 17-19
called "Photovoltsic Advanced R&D An-
nual Review Maeting." Participants will
"review the status of advanced photovol-
taic cells, materials and mechanism. and
identify research issues needing ·em-
phssis." To register, write to Vicky Curry,
Conference COonlinator. Solar Energy He-
search- Institute, ·1536 Cole Boulevard,
Golden, Colo. 80401; orCaII ~303) 231-1467.

_ Oi>I1rtooJa(lhe _W Show

ENERGY SHOW IN WYOMING. The New W... tem Enel'lfY Show, a
, Montana-based troupe ·devoted to theater. music and alternative energy,
wiD be touring WYomiDlr this summer. They' offer two .hows dailY. pluo
displays and other eyent&. Amoatr the new skita this year i. one entitled
"The Frog ~ NOt.Drink Up the Pond inWhich ItLiv ...... The tl'oupe wiD
be in C.... per Aug. 14, inSheridan A~. 6-10, in Worland Aug. 12-14 and in
LaIlder Aug. 20-22. For moreinionbation, contact the show at Power Block
Building, RoOm 226, Helena, Mont. ll9601. Pictured Is a scene from last
year's tour.

"A delightful book about wild foods thattellsyou exactly what you
Wa!lt to know about salad greens, potherbs, roots, fruits, tlerries,

, herb teas and mushrooms-plus a chapter on poisonous plants."
'4liIll!llI!!!!i-~-Il!l!II!!I!~Ii!!!I!BfI!III•• 1I -. Dr:&h.-man,Prace Jr.,¥#.r £ Chairman. Dept. of BotMy,
.. EaUng Wild_Plants UnI..... 11y01 MonIIIlI

~ ~ Kim Williams

Handy size and sturdiness make
this book just right for slipping
into your pack ..

Mountain Press Publishing Co.
Paperback with illustrations.
196 pgs. $4.95 plus 50 cents post-
age each. .
(Wyoming.... _ p_1dd 3% _ ""').

Pleasesend me -- Eatll19 Wilt
Plants.

Name
Address
City
State & Zip -------,,,---

•

Order from High Country News,
Box K. lander WY82520. _

Checkl: must accompany .n ordera.

PREDAT()R POllCY·EMERGING INNOVATIVE COMMUNITIES
Nine possible alternatives' for control EnerJiy.Efficient Community Plan-

ling coyote and other Wild animal damages ning by James Ridgeway looks at how in-
to Western livestock are detailed in a final novative American communities are solv-
environmental impact statement released ing their own energy problems and avoid-
by the Interior Department in J~. The ing high food costa, unemployment, waste
document and the comments it generates disposal dilemmas and Inefficient trans-
will shape the national predator control portation. The book includes descriptions.
policy expected to emerge from the de- . of projects in Davis, Calif.; Northglenn,
partment later this summer. Comments, Colo.; and Clayton, N.M.lt will be availa-
which are due Aug. 11, should be addressed ble afierOct. 1 from TheJG Press, Inc., Box
J.o the Director (ADC), u.s.Ftsh and Wild· 851, Emmaus, Pa, 18049 for. $9.95 in
life Service, Washington, D.C: 20240. paperback and $14.95 in hardcover.

TOXIC SUBSTANeES PRIMER
A Toxic SubstanCes Primer is a terse

(six-page) leaflet discussing health effects,
federal laws, definitions, misconceptions
and indU8t;ial perspectives. Copies are av-
ailable for 40 cents from the. League of
Women Voters of the United Siates, 1780
M St. NW:Wasbington, D.C. 20086. Ask
'for Pub. No. 545.

SIIVIC.
DIBICTOBY

.:lGB-LlTB
BBTLIGII'l'B
pay for themselve ..
Warm your home in winter.

l'Iasticrafts· ZiP) N.Speer B11d
Denver. CD.,eczu- 303-433'!leOl

-GRAND TET.ON
ENVIRONMENTAL

CENTER

EXCInNG COURSESFORSUMMER
HIGH SCHOOl; FIELD ECOLOGY
Six week uoed summer 'leld"course
June 21-August 1
One year H.S. science credit.
SIXTEEN SUMMERFIELD SEMINARS
One week field courses in a variety 01 sUb-
jec:ls beginning .
June 4 through August 31. with or w-o ere- '
dlt.
GRAND TETON SUM"ER FIELD ECOl,oc
OQY
Two week college cour ... August 4-17. .
Witl> or w-o credil (Six quarter unlta or'
4 semester grad or undargrad credit.T
for more __ n write:

rETON SCIENCE SCHOOL
80x 88H, Kellv 'NY
rhon.: (307J73~765 _

I· ~~~~~~~~~~
Climb Every Mountain

You'll feel like it with this
custom-made hiking and
backpacking boot hand·
crafted with the finest ma-
terials and tailored to the
measurements,of Y9ur
feet. Can be made to fit •
any, feet. COl)lfort fit and -
long life guaranteed. Avail-
able in a wide range of
weights and flex. r
Call. visit or write for our bro-
chure which includes measure·
ment and mail order instructions.

. ROhdQI I.Merrell Custom Boots ~il
228 South 1500 West#9. •-N I

Vernal, utah S401a ~_.I (S01) 7",!-3p79 _ , ,0..=.

MONTANA WILDERNESS TRIPS
The Montana,Wildemess Association of-

fers several free trips led by experienced
members of MWA who have donated their
time. The program is designed to inform
people about wilderness, gain new mem-
bers and offer an outdoor experience. Write
'MWA, Box 63·5, Helens, Mont. 59601.

Custom Solar ~
~~\lOe . Applications
oeslgn
fiberglaSS !lox liC . .
Cilazin<1 Crowheart,w:vommg
Matericifs' - 92."512 307--46'6-2.2.24.:::

, . ~T"'.-IlAL'.IG"233 EAST 'tnd ,.-.. PHONI1SoI-S481 =======
~ i:IJ., WYOMING 12''3S.

,

A·strucrure Handing (ne resr of ages
An alrernatiltE' for the ~dventuresome in spirit

A portfolio on our tipi, is .v.il.ble for $1
FOOFARAW 855 N()rI;~ Cedar
- LOfOIIiIL', Wy' 82070

Blac:k Mountain Ne
28711

ss ...... ' ..... 0··I:reilting .
. energy ,

, , by David A Wilson - .

The third ·in a series of Practical uses
of solar energy. this book covers con-
cenrrating collectois, solar furnaoe.
electricity, and much more. Com-
plete plans and information.

, LORIEN HOUSE
P. O. BOll 1112

-



PASSIVE Solar EmIlY Slides /6 lets I ' S12.75 ea.
Ca) General (b) ,Oitect Gain
_(c) Solar (d) Thennal Slor .. Walls
(el' Attached green hOOlll
(t), Convectffe loopl&rootpuads

.TAPE / Dr. PqugBalcomb slides Commentary $2.7S

BOOKS / 40 Assorted ntle. covering all upecU of
- Passlve'Solar EoetsY. Write for Ust of prices.

BULLE11N SUbscriptioDs 12 blUes SW.OD per year

BUMPER STICKERS I <a) "~Iop Solar Energy"
(b) "Sun Power'" Sl.OO each

-NON-PROFIT -

NEXT TIME YOU FLUSH YOUR
TOILET

THINK OF YOUR NEIGHBORS
. DOWN-RIVER
~

Thoughtful people do not wash their
wastes into sewers. That is unkind to '
our neighbors downstream, and to
our lakes and rivers. It also wastes a
.torrent of fIllsh water.
Such profligacy is not necessary. The
Clivus Multrum is a waterless waste
treatment system for the home or
public facility which saves all that
water and protects our environment.
Toilet wastes and organic garbage
are compdsted into a rich fertilizer
right in your basement, .conserving'
water, nutrients, and energy.--Contact:

.............,,.¥.IiI/us .Multrum t!orthem Rockies
205 Meadows Rd.
Whitefish, MT59937
or these local distributors:

May Raynolds
1290 S. SeCond St. '
Lander, WY 82520

Mike Evans
P.O. Box 1152
Saratoga, WY 82331

Charles Woodward
P.O: Box 91 _.elivl JR
Victor, 10 83455.~

Clint Elston CJll!1l.Ilic W8Bte'
P. O. Box 18 treatment system
Fraser, CO 80442

diameter circle; obserYing, identifying and
reeordiDg all birds seen. '
other motorists gazed curiously at the

daft people staring through' binoculars
where 'there seemed to be nothiitg to see.
Quite likely they were unaware of the
pleasure and eXcitement they were mis-
sing, The stimulation of the Chase in hope
. of discovering a rare species can be l!S keen
as a hunter's eagerness for a kill.
Each time that I have taken part in a

count it has been II. learning experience.
Time was~when to me a swallow wasjust

a creature that built a mud JIest'against a
.cliff face and swooped over a pond to catch
mosquitos. Suddenly Iwas confronted by
cliff, cave, tree, barn, rough-winged and
violet-green swallows,not to mention pur-
ple martins.
Ihave lived in this locality the greater

part 0(10 years, but it was only the other
day that I became aware that we have

Clasaified ads -cost 10 cents a word; Wilson's phalaropes. I suppose I mis-
they must be prep sid. .takenly thought them killdeer or night-

hawks, though the distinction is easily Ri>"
parent to an observant person. 'The lesder
of our team pointed out a group of four,
flying in formation'200 yards away. To the
unaided eye only the silvery-white flash of
swiftly moving wing~ could be seen. The
birds obligingly settled in a bare spot and,
with our binoculars, we could see their
~hsracteristic white neckS and breast.
Later, a savannah sparrow cooperated

by sitting still atop .a fence post. A brown
thrasher, very rare in t1:is 10cale,COD!peted
with robins and .blackbirds for territory.
Two brilliant BuJ1ock's orioles flaunted
their finery.
Red-tailed hawks gave us. the most ex-

citement. A pair flew toward us, one of
them dangling a small snake in its· claws,
theotherapparentlytryingtotakeitaway.

:e~:::~pearedinthetreessowemiased Nuclear waste gains
Farther on, an adult red-tail ... t oh the' W

edgeofanestinadeadcottonwood,guard- estern opponents
ing two fluffy, white hawklets. When it
flew to a perch on rocks nearby, we saw its

______ ~,.:... - four-foot wingspread.
. About foUl'" daye later, feeling that this

WANTED.Persuasive peopleto sell advertising was a rare sight, I~ded my gr~nddaugh-
forHCN. 15 pereentcommission, Toapply, send' ter and her four children to the s.te, fearful
refere~s and letter with your ideas for selling l~t a marauder might have destroyed
advertismg lD your area to Hannah Hinchman, them. They were .still there - hawk nest
HCN, Box.K, Lander, Wyo.82520. . and hawklets! '

. We bird-watchers aren't CI'!'ZY. We just
act that way.

PECULIAR PEOPLE
by Myra Connell

An odd ..-rtment of people gathered
near a small lake recently, circled their
gas-powered wagons to break the wind and
shared-a bountiful picnic supper: The occa-
sion? To compare notes on the annual
spring bird count sponsored by the local
chapter of N ationaI Audubon Society.
The assembled picnickers were de-

lighted when a 'total of 55 species was an-
nounced.
ItW~,8aw a brown thrasher!" "We saw a

Western grebe."
A few hours hefore, nine people divided

into three teams to. travel country roads'
and some highways Within a 15-mile iIi

.CLASSlrllDS

POIdtiOIUl. The Powder River Basin Reeo\u-ce
Council.an agrieu1tural~ation group de-
aling with energy development issues in eastern
Wyoming, seeks to hire tWofield organizers im-
mediately. Self-motivated. enthusiastic applic-
ants desired. Send resume to PRBRC, 48 N.
Main', Sheridan, WY 82801; 307-672-5809.

W:ANTED. Freelance writers and photo-
graphers to cover -Montana natural resource
news for High Country News. Pay is two cents
to four cents per word, or $4 to $10 Per photo.
Qne-8ided diatribes unacceptable. .

POSITION WANTED. Re!IPonseAbility equal.
Reliability'. Colorado River boatman with excel·
lent communication skills and project manage-
ment experience seeking long term employ·
ment. ATP qualified pilot with 4,257 hours
P.LC. experience (including 1140 hra. ''Bush
Flying" in N.W. Alaska). Successfully served
VariOUB environmental projects as volunteer
pilot. speaker and organizer. 30'~. old. Excel-
lent references. Available Aug. 5. M. Stewart
(303) 988-5110. '

An eVOOlnve COlledion Of prems
bv flIvra Connell,. ~ct'Js own

" 6ranchinq Out" cOlumnist. f\.lIlof·
\

Myra's'
A
N
y

, 'III and thy.tlle, rotor lind dJanqln~
moMs, !hIs slim voillme (s II
first edition irells~re.

26 p.lqes, paperbound
wilHi11~stMions
t3.50 rus Xl cents post~qe: -
(ftV''''"n<\,",klenls ~dcl ~ ,slllJ, to..>Q
PIooe sendme -:- MyrllllvAny Moods

Wame:_-.,....._-,- __ .....:-
~Il!SI; ..,-_.."...-:- __

Gty --,.,..~---'--:..;c......::...-'-.
Stole:_~ _
Zir ' ' ,
If yoa~like your CI1/Ypenonal)y 51Qned bY
i1ie reI pll!GSernn! your n~me hete, .
Che<i<s. _ Gu.m1"''!Y an0"".
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Eavesdropper
LOONEY LIMERICKS

by_B.~

The mining man wrinkled his brow
When he heard that the feds would allow
More coal land bidding.
"You've got to be kidding!

We can't sell the heaps we've got noW."

CHIEF· FORESTER REPLACED. After
three years ofpreparing fort he move, John
McGuire, Chief of the Forest Service, has
retired: McGuire told Gannett News Ser-
vice he had considered retiring in 1976 but
didn't beeause he didn't want to be replaced
by a political appointee when the ad-
ministration changed after the election. A
veteran of 39 years with the agency; he
stayed until the agency's wildemess study
was complete. He is being replaced by R.
Max Peterson, his deputy.

SALT CAVE l.EAKJNO? Reaearc:ben
near Purvis, Mias., are trying to determine
if radioactive "",terial is leaking from a
salt cave where two nuelear'testa were con-
ductec1 in the mid·I960s, according to Ne-
whouse News Seo.:vice. High levela of
radioactive tritium and traces of other
radil'aclive isotopes have beeJ1 foUDd in
groUndwater, and 20 of 80 toads colleded
near the site are deformed. Nuclear ......
from the first atomic test at the site ...
pumped back I10wJl aDabandoped well, bot
federal officials can't find recorda-of what
was 'done with contaminated materials
after the aecond test. -

Opposition to nuclear wastes is gaiDiDg
momentum in the West. 10 Nevada, the
governor has ordered the cloaure.of a _c-
lear waste dump, according to the' As-
sociated Press.
. Gov. Robert List said, '1'm fed up with
being responsible, as a state,' for haYing
this site within our boundaries and not
being able to count on people elaewhere to
do their job." List was upaet.because oCtwo
incidents in Nevada within two monthain-
volving ~tion of nuclear W1IlIteB.
About 10 people were e~ to·Io.. -left1
contamination' when a truck burned in
May. 10 June, a truck driver carrying
waste from a nuclear reactor neiJr South
Haven, Mich., noticed that hiS truck ...
leaking. Inspectors were unable to find any
radioactivity in the' areas of the _
wh8re he noticed u.;. leaks, however .....
In Montana, the Missoula City Counci1

has p8III!tld a resolution to regulate ... pro-
, 1(........,.......u..u... • hibit shipping nuelear wasteS through. the
'-f== city. '!'wei anti-nuclear groups have ........

~,:- i..~..-..v. ~~: asked to draft the pro~ ordinance be-
Oft '" ~-~.' .. ~ .fo:'''' cause the city attorney i& too buay,llCllIlId-
joocl ::",",,~han c..,"';'~ ing to The MiAoulian. Voters inMiBmla
~ """il._~ _ ..~. County passed a referendum last

. ~.~ ~ November which banned lluclear facilities

Ji --::::~""¥. in the county but did not mentiolllll1de8r

, 'STON' "" -~-ROP'......... --' wastes transportation. •... : Several Eaatem cities also have ~. ==..n .' ordinances beMing some or all shipmerde
..... _,;;:",---- .... of nuclear wastes. .

"



U R


