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Road, rail, dam schemes dropped
The latest plan for the Clarks Fork: preservation

Story and photos by Lynne Bama

The Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone is a
loop of water tossed into the northwest
corner of Wyoming. Soon after leaving its
headwaters in Montana's Beartooth Moun-
tains, it slides across the border in a valley
of broad, marshy meadows. Then it
changes character completely, plunging
into a colossal slot eight miles long, with
sheer cliffs up to 1,200 feet high.

From the rims the riveris a distant white
thunder, accessible only by a few scrambl-
ing routes. If anyone has ever either
walked or floated the entirety of this box
canyon, there is no record of it.

Gathering in a serieg of frik i
Deadman, Thief, Snowshoe, Leaning Tree,
Duteh Charlie, Sunlight, and Dead Indian
creeks (the last two in deeply incised ca-
nyons of their own) — the secretive river
touches the base of a mountain called Dead
Indian Hill before it veers off to the north-
east.

At this peint the canyon's character
changes dramatically again, opening up to
a half-mile-wide “U" shaped glacial valley
with walls towering up to 4,000 feet above
:he river.

After leaving the eanyon’s mouth, the
Clarks Fork finds its way back through
arid flatlands to Montana and the Yellows-
tone River,

The gap where it emerges from the
mountains is, from all the country to the
northeast, the most noticeable feature in
this stretch of ranges — a gateway to the
high country that is both an invitation and
a challenge.

Old Indian trails picked their way up its
forbidding walls, and the first white men

(continued on page 6)
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West will
bear brunt
of renewed
coal leasing.

See story, JF o e ; : The Clarks « F«
page 4. ‘ : g T plunges into a colossal
: slot eight miles long,
with sheer cliffs up to
1,200 feet high.
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Letters

Visiting with our daughter’s family ir
Jackson Hole, Wyo., this spring, earlier
than ever before in order to see the nesting
birds in breeding plumage, we read Myra
Connell's timely column in the 15 June
HCN.

She spoke of “Shooting Stars,” and a
flood of memories drenched me, from 60
years ago. At a Boy Scout Camporema at
Salinas, Calif,, on a botany field trip, we
came across a patch of Dodecatheon
hendersonii which I, proud of my know-
ledge, ldenhﬁed as “Shooting Stars." I was
in with
a rsd-hended. freckle—faned haybaler from
Hollister who enlightened me — they were
“Johnny-Jump-Ups.”

But in Pacific Grove, the "Johnny” was
our wild pansy, Viela pedunculata,
whose cheery face brightens the hillsides
in spring. I so informed my friend, vehe-
mently! One word led to another and [ was
shortly flat on my back, with a bloody nose
and 130 pounds of fury on my chest! So the
primrose became, for the time being,
"Johnny-Jump-Ups”! To make matters
more confusing, I have recently heard
them also called "gallitos” or little roosters.

The incident sparked my interest in
Latin names, which will usually avert
bloodshed.

Thanks to all of your staff for giving us
some happy recollections and for keeping
13 posted on things going on in our world of
which we should be aware.

Elgin B. Hurlbert
Pacific Grove, Calif.

PROUD TO BE
OUT OF STEP

Dear HCN,

1 was puzzled by the editorial by Dan S.
Whipple (HCN June 29) entitled "Slurry

" Pipelines — the Least of Evils"; it read

more like a slick plug for coal development

quefaction, power plant cooling and the
like would be more detrimental to this
region’s environment than the slurry
transpart of coal out of the region.

Nevertheless, "out of sight, out of mind"!
Are we to ignore, for example, environ-
mental problems at the other end of the
pipeline? Or the global implications of ad-
ding even larger doses of carbon dioxide to
the atmosphere? And why are we to believe
that once the slurry pipeline is installed,
“the relative increase in demand for West-
ern coal would almost certainly be small”™?
Who has adequately evaluated this argu-
ment?

1 ask: how can we, as persons concerned
about the future of this region's way of life,
its wildlife, and its unique environment,
compare “evils” and approve the lesser
while failing to address a more fundamen-
tal and crucial issue? Energy consumption
in America is projected to increase from
roughly 400 million Btus per capita at pre-
sent to over 700 million Btus by the year
2000. In all likelihood, any attempt to meet
such "demand"” via the exploitation of con-
ventional energy sources in the West will
provide few if any options for maintaining,
much less improving, the conditions for
quality liv'n in this region.

Ask yourselves, why endorse the coal
slurry idea apart from an acceptable over-
all policy of energy use and development at
both regional and national levels?

Lucy Barker
Sheridan, Wyo.

COST OF PIONEERING
Dear HCN:

‘We read in your June 15 edition with
considerable interest Mr. Owen
Severance’s letter concerning the “exorbit-
ant price” for construction of a photovoltaic
solar electric power system for Natural
Bridges National Monument in southern
Utah.

Mr. Severance displays a lack of know-
ledge in the costs involved in the develop-
ment of new technology, alternative
energy systems. More than half of the total
cost of this project can be charged to re-
search and development of photovoltaic
systems. The project was never justified on
the basis that it would be an immediate
cost saver for the Natiohal Park Service
but was designed to further the
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of al ive
.energy systems and to solve the probiem of
electrical power generation at the national
monument.

The initial costs of any new energy sys-
tem is high! I am sure that the cost of the
first kilowatt of energy gai from the

than a by one d about
the environment.

DSW referred to the negative reaction of
Westerners to having their water shipped
elsewhere as “understandable
..but increasingly out of step with today’s
energy hungry world.” Since the U.S. con-
sumption of energy is about twice that of
other industrialized nations such as West
Germany and nearly 10 times greater per
capita than the world's average, I would

suggest ™. .mtd'shpwﬂhlndﬂ’umw

addicted"U.8."

In any case, we can be proud to be out of
step with the economic and political forces
Patmuutofltepmthﬂmgmdurﬂu

ort the diversity of life it
wuendnwadwlﬂL

1do realize that DEW's major point was
that the use of water in situ (relatively

king) for coal gasification and li-

duction of the first barrel of oil pumped
or the first hydroelectric station built was
considerably higher than the cost today.
Due in part to this and similar projects of
its type, the cost of photovoltaic cells has
dropped from about $22 per peak watt to a
little aver $6 in the past three years.

Someone must bear these intial coats if
weareto develop alternative systems. I am
wondering if Mr. Severance proposes that
this nation should ignore the sun as a
source dof electrical power.

In addition to the personnel living at the
national monument, the system will also
serve the needs of the 80,000 visitors to the
area each year.

Peter L. Parry
Superintendent of Arches and Canyonland:
National Parks and Natural Bridges Na-
~ tional M t

Dear Friends,

Does anybody remember the story we
ran in the May 4 issue that was head-
lined "Group Opposes Solar Project”?

Not that you should — 1r.wasa 3-inch
energy item. OQur source, E ing
News-Record, told us that a Utah en-
vironmental group was upset about a
Park Service solar project because it
would denude two acres of the Natural
Bridges National Monument, possibly
harming plants, animals and rocks, -

A curious tidbit, But hardly one that
we thought would provoke a steady
stream of letters and phone calls from
our readers. Now, two months later, the
letters and calls are still coming.

‘We are hoping things will calm down
with the publication of the story that we
assigned to Ann Schimpf, a staff writer
for The Herald Journal in Logan,
Utah. Schimpf and a colleague, Janelle
Brown, traveled to southern Utah to
investigaté the project and the group.
Their story, we are relieved to an-
nounce, appears in this issue on page
10.

The first of the letters came from
readers outside of Utah. They seemed to
feel something like Little de Ruhng
Hood might have if her

Utah. One reader added as a postseript
to his letter:

"Dear editors, if you wish to run this
letter in HCN, please do not use my
name. It has grown so dangerous in
southeastern Utah for environmental
activists that T have had to stop all overt.
activity.”

Another pleaded: “Please do not use
this as a letter to the editor because
there are too many gun-carrying
yahoos down here.”

Some Utah environmentalists ex-
pressed support for the park’s solar pro-
ject. Brian Beard, president of the Utah
Chapter of the Sierra Club, wrote,
"Considerable work needs to be carried

“out in the field of solar research and

development, and the facilities at
Natural 3ridges are just a small por-
tion of the total picture.”

In retrospect, we should have been
guspicious of that May 4th energy tid-
bit. Not because it wasshocking that an
environmental group would oppose a
solar energy project. Solar energy has
its black sheep, too — projects that are
wasteful, impractical and inapprop-
rlat.e But news of an unknown en-
in hostile

had bad-mouthed apple pie. “"Why
should this Committee to Protect the
Environment voice such a protest when
we've all been told that solar power is
clean power?" one asked.

Then came the patient, but impas-
sioned and informative, letters from
Utahns. They explained, in effect, that
Grandma was not exactly what stie ap-
peared to be. One told us, for instance,
that one of the group’s “environmen-
talist” members posted a sign saying
“Sierra Club Go Home” at his place of
business.

Little by little, we were learning —
not only the facts behind the story but
about the political climate in southern

southern Utah is questionable-
sounding stuff. Thanks to the readers
who set us straight.

‘We go to preas with some trepidation
this week because our old addressog-
raph machine is nearly defunct and,
due to the truckers’ strike, the recon-
ditioned one we've ordered hasn't ar
rived. We'll get your names on your
papers somehow, but it may take u:
longer than usual. If thig issue is late,
that's the reason. We'll have the full
story of the recalcitrant machine later.

— the staff
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POPULAR REALITIES

MEDICINE BOW, Wyo. — The town
brags of being home of “the Virginian,”
novelist Owen Wister's famous cow-
puncher. It is also a stop for the Union
Pacific railroad and home for several
hundred miners who have moved in re-
cently to dig uranium in the Shirley Basin,
35 miles to the north, or to dig coal near
Hanna, 19 miles to the West. As mineral
activity has accelerated, Medicine Bow has
expanded to the limit.

“"We're full,” says Kay Curry, the
mayor's wife, as matter-of-factly as if the
town were a kind of motel. It's simple. No
more trailer spaces will be developed until
the town's ded water and sewag
tems are complete. Ten years ago, the
town's population was 450. Now the mayor,
Jack Curry, guesses it's around 1,000,

Medicine Bow, almost overwhelmed by
its nearby energy riches, is well aware of
the nation's hunger for power. But do local
residents believe the country is also near
the end of its fossil fuel rope? Is the country
facing an energy erisis?

We discussed the matter with 13 people
who happened to pass by the Medicine Bow
Mercantile one hot afternoon last month.
Five told us, "yes,” there is a erisis: four
said "no” and four said they weren't sure,
Here's some of their comments:

PSST...

Did you know that you are read-
ing an exclusive? That's right. _
High Country News is unique
— it's the only regional en-
vironmental newspaper the
Rocky Mountain West has got
going for it.

Think about that. For only$12a
year, you get one-of-a-kind
coverage — of development
and degradation, legislation
and land use, wildlife and wil-
derness — every two weeks.
Don't let such an unusual op-
portunity pass you by. Sub-
scribe now.

@:
F

——Enclosed is my $12 for 25
issues (one year) of the incom-
parable HCN.

Name
Address
City, State & Zip.

Mail to: HCN, Box K, Lander, Wyo. 82520
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Power
Hunger

Photos by Sara Hunter-Wiles

JOHN FRAUSTO: No. The big companies
are ripping everybody off.

CARROLL REEVES: I've worked in the oil
fields too long mot to believe that the
energy crisis is put on by the refineries.

TRUDY DIERENFELDT: Could be, but it
doesn't bother me any. I'm going to Mis-
souri.

LISA LUCAS: Yes, we're using upall of our
energy. I know because in the middle of
watching TV the power goes off around
here.

ERNEST BIGELOW: Yes. I drive home t::
Nebraska every weekend and gas is get
ting kind of high, but [ just keep right nn
going.

—JN

Guest editorial

Short-term questions don’t
change long-term reality

There is an unfortunate tendency in the
current debate over gasoline and diesel oil
shortages to blur the distinction between
short-term and long-term energy supply
problems. This k our d
ing of the precarious energy situation and
undercuts U.S. resolve to deal quickly and
effectively with the problem.

We all want to blame someone for caus-
ing this or that spot shortage. That's
natural enough: Our lifestyle is being un-
dercut by forces we cannot understand or
control. ?

Tmplicit in this is the notion that there is
enough oil to go around, at least for today,
if only some difficulty in the supply system
or nefarious conspiracy could be overcome.
That assumption may or may not be true.

But an unfortunate, unwarranted con-
clusion many people are taking from this
debate is that the long-range problem with
oil supplies is likewise either a simple
question of distribution or a pure contri-
vance of oil producers and processors.

Nothing could be further from the truth.
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The present difficulty is symptomatic o
what is going to happen with increased fre-
quency as we come closer and closer to the
=nd of our world crude oil supplies.
The first air bubbles are beginning 1o %,
appear in the straw that has sucked oil -
from the earth, Sheik Ahmed Yamani. oil
minister of Saudi Arabia, predicted re-
cently that truly serious shortages will de-
velop by 1988, shortages that will make the
current problems seem “like a mere pas-
sing event of trivial consequence
Yamani, in our opinion, voiced an unvar
nished, bitter truth. The world is runnin:
out of oil.
‘The running out 18 going to be painful
and most likely violent on occasion. How
painful or violent depends on American re-
solve to deal with the problem while plan-
ning still is possible.
A way of lifeis coming o an end, and that
is seldom accomplished gracefully — or 3
quickly. More likely the spurts of economic 3
and social upheaval will continue !
throughout the 1980s and on into the
1990s before a new equilibrium is estab-
lished.
Never mind that something just as satis- "
fying may take the place of our oil-basai
economy; the transition still will be tough ¥
and emotional. The age of 0l is comfortable
and familiar.
No one wants change of the kind the 1n-
ited States must accommodate in the next
two decades. The human way is to deny the
need for change as long as possible, then \
resist — angrily, viclently if necessary |
longer still, But this only postpones and
intensifies the inevitable,
If we refuse to face up to the prospects
now and plan for change, we give over con-
trol of our future. Is this what we wish for
the United States, indeed for the Western
warld — to buy a few more years of blissful,
ignorant luxury by blaming it all on the
Arabs or oil companies: How much

iom to reprint

photas, art:

ic and social chaos are we willing to

+

work) will be welcomed with the understanding that
' the editors cannot be held responsible for Juss or
damage. Articles and letters will be published and
adited ot the discretion of the editors

To get a sample copy sent to a friend, send us hisor
ber address.

Writa Box K. Lander, Wyo., 82520,

queath our children so we can avoid fac-
ing up to the problem today? Think about -
it f
AR i

Heprinted from THE 1DAHO

STATESMAN, June 28, 1979.
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by Dan Whipple
Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus has an-
nounced a new coal leasing that

meeufnﬂ.i}waﬂ'ectufclemmrundan
vuvnmentalregulutmnsnndu&nerfwtws
to the statement, by 1985 West-

A 3

could increase Wi coal producti

nearly tenfold by 1890 — to 1.2 billion tons
annually.

Environmentalists and some mduutry
officials have questioned the need for the
renewed leasing. Others, however, watch-
ing the submergence of the nuclear power
industry, the skyrocketing of world oil
prices and the emergence of interest in
synthetic fuel from coal, say that even
more coal may be needed.

Interior’s "preferred program™ calls for
leasing 531 million tons of coal in the
Green River-Hams Fork region of Wyom-
ing in January 1980, 109 million tons in
Utah in mid-1981 and 776 million tons in
the Powder River Basin of Wyoming and
Montana in early 1982,

By 1990, Western states will bear the
brunt of most of the increased production.
A recent envir 1 impact st:
describes the program, including Depart-
ment of Energy estimates of howmuch coal
will be needed hy 1985 and 1990 and of low,
medium and high production levels based
on different assumptions about the world

Hand in glove with the administration’s
decision to iease additional federal coal is
the development of a new coal manage-

ern production will i from 3.5 to five
times 1976 levels — under the medium and
high estimates. Projected 1990 increases
would be even greater. In contrast, Eastern
production would increase only 12 to 22
percent. Most authorities consider the
“low” ptions unrealistic b pol-

Energy's figures in the enwronmenml
in the medium prod

:ftbmwmnonewleaamg at all, mtal coal

U.S. production would be 1.105 billion tons
in 1985, If the preferred program were in-
itiated and new leasing undertaken, pro-
duction would total 1.112 billion tons, a
difference of only 7 million tons.

In the hlgh estimates, with no new leas-

icy decisions being made in the Carter ad-
ministration tend to favor dramatically in-
creased coal production.

The area most affected by renewed coal
leasing will be the Powder River Basin,
wlm:h w‘lll pm\nde most of the increased

ding to the
prodnctmn from the Powder River region is
S are

to its “thick coal seama and relatively low
ratio of overburden to seam thickness.”

To answer one of environmentalists
main objections to an earlier 1 leas-

would reach 1.201 billion
mnsm 1985. With new leasing, production
would be 1.227 billion tons, a difference of
26 million tons. By 1990, the gap between
the options would widen somewhat to 37
million tons at the medium levels and 101
million tons at the high levels.

Does the coal industry need the new

New coal leasing needed? Interior|

dig at one major mine until after 1990 be-
cause there is no curreat demand for the

According to data collected by the Na-
tional Coal Association, coal production
will easily reach Andrus’ goal of 1.2 billion
tons annually by 1985 without additional
leasing.

Jonathan Lash of the Natural Resources
Defense Council says, "Interior has made a
case for coal leasing, but not a convineing
case. The decision iz net based on a full
explanation of the data. However, I'm not
sure they could have done a whole lot bet-
ter.”

Sarah Gorin, staff director of the Powder
River Basin Resource Council, a rancher-

The gas crunch in the cities “has Congress
falling all over itself to produce something that
comes from coal that will run an automobile.”

ing program, Interior has tried to show a
need for renewed coal leasing. Currently
534 federal coal leases containing 17.1 bill-
ion tons of coal are outstanding. But for
various reasons, not all of these leases will
be mined. According to the Department of

federal coal. It describes procedures in-
tended to assure the development of that

leases to meet the production goals set by
the administration? A source in the coal
industry says; "No, they are not ready for
them, and there is excess capacity now.”
The source says that, in fact, at least one
coal company in the West — Amax —won't.

could mean the leasing of 10 to 20 billion
tons of coal in the next five years.”

coal first that will cause least damage to

ment system. The system repl the
proposal of the Nixon-Ford years — known
as EMARS, the Energy Mi

the envi and to prevent develof-
ment of coal which will cause irreparable
ls Acitivity l harm.”

Recommendation System — which had
been severely criticized by environmen-
talists.

The goals of the new management sys-
tem are to "employ land useplmnmgunﬂ
efféctive enfy t of envir
laws to assure that federal coal is commit-
ted to production and pmdunad in an en-

ally sound * according
to the final environmental impact state-
ment on coal leasing,

Under the EMARS approach, the coal
industry nominated tracts of federal coal
lands from which the government chose for
leasing those which it felt were least en-
vironmentally damaging and most likely
to guarantee coal production.

‘With the current proposal, the govern-
ment bases its land use planning efforts on
the Bureau of Land Management's man-
agement framework plans — known
bureaucratically as MFPs. The MFPs ex-
amine the resources and “best uses” of in-
dividual BLM management areas. From
the plans, areas that are not environmen-
tally suitable for leasing will be eliminated
from consideration and those that can be
most safely mined will be offered for lease.

Environmentalists generally are

leased with the plan. In its
comments on the draft environmental
the Natural R Defenle

Council said that the p it

The coal industry is less pleased with the
management system, largely because the
system does not give the industry as mm:h
leeway as the original EMARS prop

The concern of the coal industry
is how Interior will determine which areas
are not going to be leased because of their
environmental sensitivity — its applica-
tion of the 24 land unsuitability criteria.
BLM recently ran a test of the initial
mt.em and t‘ound that “In practice, the

ofa ion often resulted in

However, one source says, "At lsaat some
sort of leasing system is in place.”

Sarah Gorin of the Powder River Basin
Resource Council says, “They (the BLM)
did a bunch of MFPs for the EMARS sys-
tem. Instead of redoing the planning to fit
the new program, they are trying to patch
up the old ones. They're on a real tight
schedule because, politically, they want to
lease the coal. They're saying, ‘Do the best
you can, then we'll lease.” "

Perhapa the Interior Department's most
important and controversial next step will
be a decision on how to handle preference
right lease applications. Under previous
leasing procedures, a miner working out-
side a known coal resource area would be
given an exploration permit. If he found
“commericial quantities” of coal, he ap-
plied for a preference right lease. Once this
application was received, the government
waa legally bound to give theminer a lease,

Currently 10 to 20 billion tons of federal
coal are under these lease applications,
which Interior may be obliged to grant —
despite the new system. The agency has yet
toissue final tions covering the mat-
ter. Itsay-ltwiﬂmmldun]em in

thaukudureofanhmnl.pprmhthe
management of the nation’s coal. It integ-
rates coal management decisions into the
broader context of

areas of particular en

ity. In taking this nppmaeh however, In-

terior is entering very murky legal water.
NRDC's Jonathan Lash gays, “The hand-

ling of these prefé right lease applica-

It establishes a cyclical process for the

- | evaluation of the need for the leasing of

- omoncmemparti

tions could have more impact than any new
federal mmpetltlve Ienmg system, I+

the elimination of very large areas from
further consideration, whereas the appli-
cation of the exceptions reclassified most of
these same lands as ‘acceptable.’ Field per-
sonnel found this exercise confusing, espe-
cially to the public. They also expressed
concern the bureau would come under at-
tack from environmental groups on this
ure”

One company, Rocky Mountain Energy,

owns private coal lands in southwestern

i i o D el e

conservation group in northern Wyoming,
says, “The DOE figures are outrageously
high. They want to lease by 1980 so that
Carter can get re-elected.”

Even the coal industry questions how
spirited the bidding on the newly available

Coal management plan applauded by environmentalists

Wyoming that are interspersed in a “chec-
kerboard” pattern with federal lands con-
taining coal. The firm had hoped to lease
adjacent federal lands to obtain a "logical
mining unit.”

After BLM ran its initial test, the com-
pany discovered that eightofits ten choices
for leasing would have been unsuitable for
mining, mainly because they conflicted
with critical antelope habitat. After con-
siderable haggling with BLM, the areas
were placed in a newly-created category
called “suitable pending further stu

The company had argued that BLM
lacked information about eritical habitat.
Clark Bolser, Rocky Mountain Energy’s
manager of environmental services, says,
“There st won't be enough information
available to designate most lands. It is
going to cause the land manager a lot of
trouble. The kind of information needed is
very detailed and previously has been con-
sidered at the mine plan stage of develop-
ment. Now they will have to study those
issues before the lease is even issued.”

Fred Wolf of the Rawlins, Wyo., BLM
office says, “We will have to check to see
whether the impacts are mitigable. The
main thing is to replace the vegetation and

topography.

‘Wolf says that there will be unsuitability
problems in every Western state, “In Utah,
some coal is in a municipal watershed. [n
Wyoming and Colorado, the biggest prob-
lems are wildlife, But, the results of the
test were that under the criteria (after ap-
plying the exceptions), there is still poten-
tial for strip mining.”

In a report issued on the test of the
criteria, BLM has decided to do away with
the distinction between the “mtern.s. and
the ions.” The is
"to merge the exceptions with the main
criteria...primarily to avoid a potentially
eunf\wnsﬁmbhngunhqmmanndthar
appllutlm
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says yes

coal leases will be. There are currently
about 126 million tons of exceas capacity in
the coal industry — that is, coal that can be
produced but iz not committed to long-term
contracts. A utility source attributes thisto
"uncertainty about making fuel commit-
ments for new facilities.”

Leages in the Uinta-Southwest Utah
area are expected to attract bidders be-
cause a number of companies need federal
leases to combine with private leases to
make economically attractive mining
units. Other leases will probably be bid
upon in anticipation of increased demand
after 1990.

David Masselli of Friends of the Earth
says, “The only way one can explain the
DOE projections (that new leasing is
needed) is if one makes the assumption
that people are going to turn in their leases
and get new ones. This ignores the fact that
some of those leases were bought for a song.
It also ignores transportation costs.”

Despite environmentalists’ objections
that the federal coal projections are too
high, there are indications that they may
be too low. In order to assess the demand for
coal in comparison to oil and other energy
sources, DOE assumed that, for low and
mid-range projections, world oil prices
would be $15 per barrel in 1985 and $18.50
in 1990. The high range estimat:
$21.50 in 1985 and $23.50 in 1990. As a
result of recent decisions by foreign oil ex- lieves that DOE's projections for produe-
porters, the Organization of Petroleum tion of power from nuclear energy are too
Exporting Countries, world oil prices are high. Repercussions from the Three Mile

already in the high 1990 ranges. This could
were i the 'd d for coal over oil.
In addition, nearly everyone now be-

Photo by Kent and Donfia Dennen
GRAFFITI in Kentucky painted on the high wall of a strip mine.

MORE DRAGLINES will be put to work in the West as coal leasing is r A

Department, by 1985 Western coal pr

may be i

d by as much as five times 1976 levels. -
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Photo by Mike MeClare
ding to the Interio

Island accident and the rapidly i
costs associated with nuclear plant con-
struction have slowed that industry con-
siderably. The power will have to come
from somewhere, and coal is the most
likely source at the moment.

In addition, there are many uncertain-
ties that will affect the future of coal min-
ing and federal leasing that simply cannot
be answered now. The gas crunch in the
cities"has Congress falling all over itselfto
produce something that comes from coal
that will run an automobile,” according to
Lash. A major spur to the synthetic fuel
industry could dramatically increase the
demand for th: West's coal resources,
which are ideally suited to gasification and
liquefaction. In fact, one source believes
that, as a result of OPEC’s price i

Western states will bear
the brunt of increased
coal production.

for energy conservation or alternative
energy sources to supplant coal demand.
Some coal leasing by the early 1980s
seems certain, however, and a masgive in-
crease in Western production, with: or
without new leasing, seems inevitable. The
lowest DOE projection calls for a tripling of|
coal from the West by 1990, to 327.6 mill-
jon tons annually, without new leasing.

synfuels may now be economical without
government help.

Congress is currently considering legis-
lation that would provide $5 billion in as-
sistance to the synfuels industry. The ad-
ministration is circulating a memoran-
dum, known as the Eizenstadt plan, to
build up to 16 synthetic fuel plants — half
located in the West — and eight oil shale
retorting facilities. Under the various op-
tions outlined in the plan, between $30bill-
ion and $90 billion in direct federal aid
would be provided to the synfuelsindustry.

However, the government now estimates
that synfuels might be commercially at-
tractive without government help at a
price of $28 per barrel of oil and definitely
attractive to private investors at $30 a bar-
rel. World oil prices are now averaging $20-
to $26 a barrel.

Ifsynfuels received a major boost, as now
seems possible in the current "energy
crisis” climate, more Western coal would
probably have to be leased and fairly soon.
Ed Essertier, a public affairs officer at the
Interior Department, says, “If they go for
synthetic fuels, the coal will have to come
from somewhere, and much of it is located
on federal lands.”

Critics argue that the Department of

prajecti ook the potential

-~
| AMORY LOVINS
AT FEATHERED PIPE RANCH

* September 24-30, 1979

Soft Energy Path Explorations
is a special opportunity for in-
individuals and organiza-
tions to directly benefit from
Amory Lovins' experience with
distributive energy systems
emphasizing practical imple
mentation of “soft”technology
in relation to  participants’
needs and situations. In an open
exchange of ideas and resources,
a series of presentations and discus-
sion will focus on techniques for
problem identification, trouble-shoot-
ing, skill-sharing, and networking, related
to renewable and conserving energy
strategies. The Idbger range goal of this pro-
gram lies in participants’ enhancing their
communities’ awareness of energy needs
and uses, and developing alternatives to ex-
isting systems to further “soft path” soly-
tions on a widespread basis.

The workshop will be held for seven full
days at the Feathered Pipe Ranch, an infor-
mal atmosphere conducive to learming,
relaxation, and renewed perspectives,
Workshop fee is $400.00 which includes all
ptesentations, meals, and lodging.

HOLISTIC LIFE SEMINARS
BOX 1682, HELENA, MT 59607
© 406442819 v
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Clarks Fork...

(continued from page 1

followed them. During the past century,
the canyon has inspired dreams of rail-
roads, highways and dams. The most re-
cent proposal is to include 22 of its most
p lar miles in the N 1 Wild and
Seenic Rivers System.

TRAGIC RETREAT

In 1877, this country was the setting for
the escape of 600 to 800 members of the Nez
Perce tribe from the US. Army in one of
the greatest — and most tragic — retreats
in history.

The Nez Perces. traditionally friendly to
whites, had lived in central Idaho and east-
ern Washington and Oregon. Their exodus
was prompted by a tragic series of events
set in motion by white encroachment on
their lands.

With LS. troops in pursuit, the tribe fled
over a divide on the eastern boundary of
Yellowstone Park and down the Clarks
Fork. Once out of the mountains, they
planned to head north through Crow coun-
try and into the safety of Canada.

To prevent this, the Seventh Cavalry
under General Sturgis had been sent to
guard the mouth of Clarks Fork Canyon.
Sturgis arrived, took a lock at the terrain,
and decided the canyon was impassable,
Anticipating that the Nez Perces would
climb out of the Clarks Fork drainage to
the south over Dead Indian Hill, he headed
his column in that direction.

The MNez Perces evidently did climb out
over Dead Indian [fill, but from the top
they must have seen the troops ahead of
them. Instead of falling into Sturgis' trap,
they sent a decoy party toward him.
Meanwhile, the main body slipped back
down the canyon through a narrow gorge.
making a clean escape from the troops.

They were only caught much later, when
they stopped to rest and hunt buffalo 30
miles from the Canadian border. Joseph,
the chief who surrendered, said, "l am
tired: my heart issick and sad. From where
the gun now stands, [ will fight no more
forever.”

The Clarks Fork has not changed much
since those days. Just upstream from the
box canyon below the town of Crandall,
grizzlies on their way from Yellowstone
Park to the Beartooths cross the river. Gol-
den eagles nest in the canyon walls, and
mountain goats can be seen on the ¢liffs in
winter.

The river has inspired a long series of
development proposals. After 1870, when
mineral deposits were discovered at Cooke
City near the headwaters of the Clarks
Fork in Montana, several abortive at-
tempts were made to get a railroad built up
the canyon.

in 1932 the Forest Service commissioned
the Bureau of Public Roads tostudy a route
Jor a logging road down.Clarks Fork Ca-
nyon — mostly in the bottom of the gorge.
‘The road was never built.

In 1956 the US. Bureau of Reclamation

A bwdraal,

the
river. The agency wanted three dams and

The canyon was the set-
ting for one of the
greatest — and most
tragic — retreats in his-
tory.

FOREST SERVICE OFFICIALS who
studied the segment of the Clarks
Fork River shown at right have re-

ded that it be included in the
nation's Wild and Scenic River Sys-
tem. The river offers colossal vistas,
such as that shown in the photo above
where Sunlight Creek enters the
Clarks Fork canyon.

three power plants on the main stem and
another dam on Sunlight Creek. Since the
‘benefit-to-cost ratio of the project was only
1.09 to 1, nothing came of this proposal
either,

In 1965 Park County obtained federal
aid to improve an old road that went over
Dead Indian Hill into the Sunlight Basin-
was changed to take the road through the
canyon, and the eight-mile segment that
now enters its mouth from the east was
built.

Asplanned, the road would have climbed
1,100 feet to the south rim. From there it
would have gradually converged with an
old route to Coake City. It would have cros-
sed slopes that ranged from 35 degrees to
near-vertical. The result would have been
less a road than a string of tunnels and
bridges — seven of each in a distance of 3%

TSETH
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miles — and, many people suspected, an
unsightly gash in the Clarks Fork scenery.
By 1970, public opposition to the canyon
route had crystallized. Congress had passed
the National Environmental Policy Act,
which required an environmental impact
A, it Dﬂlu 1, 9 4
The final decision, reached in 1973, wasto
return to the original plan of improving the
existing road gver Dead Indian Hill. More
people favored that route — and the canyon
alternative was three times as expensive.

QUESTION MARK

The piece of canyon road that had al-
ready been built was left hanging like a
question mark, but the debate that had
centered around it set off another train of
events.

Opponents of the canyon highway could
look back over the history of proposals for

il ShoslolE J—I

HATION AL
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the Clarks Fork and see that the road
scheme was probably not the last. Con-
troversies and battles over the river would
continue until the Clarks Fork's status had
been defined for good.

In 1972 Wyoming Rep. Teno Roncalio
(D), at the urging of several Clarks Fork
s St aal dm
to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to have
23 miles of the Clarks Fork, from a bridge
at Crandall to the mouth of the canyon,
studied for possible inclusion in the sys-
tem. In January of 1975 his amendment
became law. On June 15 of this year the
Forest Service released a draft environ-
mental statement on the Clarks Fork.

The study area includes only thre= tracts
of private land — 106 scres just down-
stream from the bridge, a small ranch
about four miles farther down. and 200

{see next page)
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acresat thelower end. The other 84 percent
is national forest land.

The study team has concluded that the
entire segment is eligible for inclusion in
the Wildand Scenic Rivers System because
of its “outstandingly remarkable” scenic,
recreational, and historic values.

Since the study segment is, with the ex-
ception of a half-mile below the bridge at
Crandall, virtually pristine, the team also
concluded that it deserves a "wild” classifi-
cation. ("Scenic” or "recreational” classifi-
cations allow more development.)

‘The envi tal study d
designating the entire study area a wild
river except for the private lands at the
lower end. According to a Forest Service
spokesman, these private lands were omit-
ted because they are outside the forest’s
boundary, and thus the ageney may not be
able to get scenic easements.

Building Route 292 any farther west into
the canyon seems to be a dead issue: last
March the state of Wyoming told Park
County they were considering abandon-
ment of the stretch that had already been
built.

According to the environmental state-
ment, no economically feasible water stor-
age sites exist within the study area. By
1975 the benefit-cost ratio of the Bureau
of Reclamation dams studied in the 1950s
had sunk to 0.47 to 1.

No known mineral deposits of any value
are in the study area. There is very little
grazing, and the small amount of commer-
cial timber on the upper river is
inaccessible.

The public has been generally apathetic
about the study in spite of newspaper arti-
cles, radio talk shows and Forest Service
slide programs. Only 15 and 16 people, re-
spectively, showed up at the two public
workshops.

The most controversial subject sur-
rounding the study isthe fate of the private
lands in the Crandall area, some of which
have already been subdwld.ed Without :Ie-

buy rights of way for public access and
scenic easements to protect the view from
the river. If a landowner was unwilling to
sell, the guvammentcculd use its powers of

ion. But land uses in effect be-

signation, ﬂcmrdmg to the envir
statement, "The trend toward mmmerc:al
establishments, large residential subdivi-
sions, permanent parking of trailers and
mebile homes on the river, and erection of
signs and billboards will probably acceler-
ate”

If the whole study segment were desig-
nated, the secretary of agriculture could

fore the purchase of the easement would
not be affected.

Most of the landowners in the study area
oppose designation of any part of the river.
Other public comments received during
the study favored a combination wild and
scenic designation for most of the river,

excluding the private lands at the begin-
ning and end of the study stretch.

Local interviews reveal a whole speec-
trum of views about the Clarks Fork:

“I fell in love with that place at first
sight. It just takes your breath away the
first time. That's why I fought that road — I
just couldn't imagine that view with all
those road cuts in it. [ came up here when I
was brand new in Wyoming, and 1 said
then, I want to move to Cody.”

“It is & scenic river now. You can't get
down to the river except in three places. [t's
unsuitable for a dam site — they've already
proved that. I just don’t see that we should
bother it.”

"I'ma little disappointed that they didn’t
include more. You're never going torun out
of developers. And they’re never going to
stop putting pressure on.”

"It is a wild and very scenic river now,
I'm afraid if they designate it, it will shor-
ten the time it will remain in its very
primitive state. People are like locusts —
when they start to flood in on an area in
great numbers, they blight it. This country
is made for the few but growing number of
people that thrive on hardship, that will
make a little effort to come in here.”

“There’s still a possibility of (the high-
way) going down the canyon. I hope that it

AT LEFT, a deceptively peaceful
stretch of the Clarks Fork, just above
a box canyon where the river be-
comes white thunder.

T ]
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THE CLARKS, FORK slides across
the border of Montana in a valley of
broad, marshy meadows.

isn’t made a Wild and Seenic River that far
down.”

"I personally would like to see it desig-
nated just because it would save the coun-
try alot of money and grief trying to decide
what to do about it. We hadn't ought to be
wasting a lot of our time on it.”

No public hearing on the draft environ-
mental statement is scheduled. Written
comments should be sent to the Shoshone
National Forest, West Yellowstone High-
way, P.0. Box 961, Cody, Wyo., 82414 by

-Sept. 14.

Lynne Bama is a free-lance photo-
grapher and writer who lives near the
Clarks Fork in Wapiti, Wyo. Last year she
received the Rocky Mountain Center on
Environment’s communications award for
her work published in Wyoming News.

This article was paid for in part by ot
tions to the HCN Research Fund.
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(Ed. Note: Samuel Clemens, better
known as Mark Twain, crossed
Wyoming’s South Pass in 1861 on his
way to Nevada in search of adventure,
gold and silver. The following is ex-
cerpted from ROUGHING IT, a book
Twain wrote about his Western experi-
ences.)

by Mark Twain

Toward dawn, we got under way again,
and presently as we sat with raised cur-
tains enjoying our early morning smoke
and lating the first splendor of the
rising sun as it went down the long array of
mountain peaks, flushing and gilding crag
after crag and summit after summit, as if
the invisible Creator reviewed his gray
veterans and they saluted with a smile, we
hove into view of South Pass City. The
hotel keeper, the postmaster, the black-
emith, the mayor, the constable, the city
marshall and the principal citizen and
property holder, all came out and greeted
us cheerily, and we gave him good day. He
gave us a little Indian news and a little
Rocky Mountain news, and we gave him
some plains information in return. He then
retired to his lonely grandeur and we
climbed on up among the bristling peaks
and the ragged clouds.

South Pass City consisted of four log ca-
bins, one of which was unfinished, and the
gentleman with all those offices and titles
was the chiefest citizen of the place. Think
of hotelk , bla ithy,
mayor, constable, city marshall and prin-
cipal citizen all condensed into one person
and crammed into one skin. Bemis said he
was a "perfect Allen’s revolver of dig-
nities.” And he said that ifhe were to die as
postmaster, or as blacksmith, or as post-
master and blacksmith both, the people
might stand it, but if he were to die all over,
it would be a frightful loss to the commun-
ity.

Two miles beyond South Pass City we
saw for the first time that mysterious mar-
vel which all Western untraveled boys

south Pags 52

perched above
the common world

Line Reference Targ

NATURE’S KINGS. "About us was gathered a con-
vention of nature’s kings that stood ten, twelve and
even thirteen thousand feet ligh — grand old fellows

have heard of and fully believe in, but are
sure to be astounded by when they see it
with their own eyes, nevertheless — banks
of snow in dead summertime. We were now
far up toward the sky, and knew all the
time that we must presently encounter
lofty summits clad in the "eternal snow”
which ‘was so commonplace a matter of
mention in books, and yet when I did see it
glittering in the sun on stately domes in
the distance and knew the month was Au-
gust and that my coat was hanging up be-
cause it was too warm to wear it, I was fully
as much amazed as if I never had heard of
snow in August before,

Truly, "seeing is believing” — and many
a man lives a long life through, thinking
he believes certain universally received
and well-established things, and yet never

thatifhe fr d by those
things once, he would discover that he did
not really believe them before, but onl;
thought he believed them. X

In a little while quite a number of peaks
swung into view with long claws of glitter-
ing snow clasping them; and with here and
there, in the shade down the mountainside,
a little solitary patch of snow looking no
larger than a lady’s pocket handkerchief,
but being in reality as large as a "public
square,” :

And now, at last, we were fairly in the
renowned SOUTH PASS, and whirling
gaily along high above the common world.
We were perched on the extr it of

tains, seas and continents stretching away
through the mystery of the summer haze.

As a general thing, the pass was more
suggestive of a valley than a suspension
bridge in the clouds — but it strongly sug-
gested the latter in one spot. At that place
the upper third of one or two majestic pur-
ple domes projected above our level on
either hand and gave us a sense of a hidden
great deep of mountains and plains and
valleys down about their bases which we
fancied we might see if we could step to the
edge and look over.

These sultans of the fastnesses were tur-
baned with tumbled volumes of cloud,
which shredded away from time to time
and drifted off fringed and torn, trailing
their continents of shadow after them; and
catching presently on an intercepting
peak, wrapped it about and brooded there
— then shredded away and left the purple
peak, as they had left the purple domes,
downy and white with new laid snow.

In passing, these monstrous rags of
clouds hung low and swept along right over
the spectator's head, swinging their tatters
sonearly in his face that his impulse was to
shrink when they came closest.

In the one place I speak of, one could look
below him upon a world of diminishing
crags and canyons leading down, down and
away to a vague plain with a thread in it
which was a road, and a bunch of feathers
in it which were trees — a pretty picture

leeping in the light — but with dark-

the great range of the Rocky Mountains,
toward which we had been climbing, pa-
tiently climbing, ceaselessly climbing, for
days and nights together — and about us
was gathered a convention of nature's
kings that stood ten, twelve and even thir-
teen thousand feet high — grand old fel-
.]"wa who would have to stoop to see Mount.
Washington in the twilight. We were in
such an airy elevation above the creeping
populations of the earth that now and then
when the ohatructing crags stood out of the
way it seemed we could look around and
abroad and contemplate the whole great
globe, with its dissolving views of moun-

ness stealing over it and glooming its fea-
tures deeper and deeper under the frown of
a coming storm; and then, while no film or
shadow marred the noon brightness of his
high perch, he could watch the tempest
break forth down there and see the lighten-
ing leap from crag to crag and the sheeted
rain drive along the canyon sides and hear
the thunder peal and crash and roar. We
had this spectacle; a familiar one to many,
but to us a novelty.

We bowled along cheerily, at the very
summit (though it was all summit to us,
and all equally level, for half an hour or
more), we came to a spring that spent its

who would ha
the twilight.”
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Photo by Mike MecClure Photo by Mike MeClure
hington in VISITORS TO SOUTH PASS CITY today can look over the shoulders of the poker players at the
:i:;;ﬁ:t,h:w b o e Grecian Bend Saloon or visit the Sherlock Hotel for a glimpse of a bride in her 1860s gown.

Two miles beyond
South Pass City we saw
for the first time that
mysterious marvel
«.banks of snow in dead
summertime.

Photo by Mike McClure
YOU ALMOST EXPECT the South Pass City hotel keeper, postmaster, blacksmith, mayor,
constable, city marshall and principal citizen and property holder to step out to greet you
when you arrive in town. South Pass has been restored by the Wyoming Recreation Commis-

ll!m with help from a local group known as the Friends of South Pass.

water through two outlets and set it in the
opposite directions. The conductor said
that one of those streams which we were
looking at was just starting on a journey
westward to the Gulf of California and the
Pacific Ocean, through hundreds and even
thousands of miles of desert solitudes.

He said that the other was just leaving
its home among the snow peaks on a simi-
lar journey eastward — and we knew that
long after we should have forgotten the
simple rivulet it would still be plodding its
patient way down the mountainsides, and
canyon beds, and between the banks of the
Yellowstone; and by and by would join the
broad Missouri and tlow through unknown
Plains and deserts and unvisited wilder-
Desses; and add a long and troubled pil-
grimage among snags and wrecks and sand
bars; and enter the Mississippi. touch the

traversing shoals and rocky channels, then
endless chains of bottomless and ample
bends, walled with unbroken forests, then
mysterious byways and secret passages
among woody islands, then the chained
bends again, bordered with the wide levels
of shining sugarcane in place of somber
forests; then by New Orleans and still
other chains of bends — and finally, after
two long months of daily and nightly
harassment, excitement, enjoyment, ad-
venture and awful peril of parched throats,
pumps and evaporation, pass the gulf and
enter into its rest upon the bosom of the
tropic sea, never to look upon its snow
peaks again or regret them.

I freighted a leaf with a mental message
for the friends at home and droppediit in the
stream. But I put no stamp on it and it was
held for postage somewhere.
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Attack on federal government hits solar project

by Ann Schimpf and Janelle Brown

BLAN'DING Utah — Relldanu of

Ur.ah are d ined to give

the federal government a taste of its own
medicine.

The Committee to Protect the Environ-
ment, a “tongue-in-cheek” local environ-
mental group, has filed suit against the
National Park Service to prevent construc-
tion of a small solar electrical generating
plan;t at Natural Bridges National Monu-

Althm:gh theu- mmplamt is couched in
env mem-
bers readily admit they are no typical en-
vironmental group. Their villain is not de-
velopment in southeastern Utah but a fed-
eral government that they say has out-
stepped its bounds.

"We formed our group and initiated this
project because we feel very strongly about
the way things have been happening down
here with the federal government handing
out one order after another,” says John
Black, president of the committee.

The committee's suit maintains that the
construction of a proposed photovoltaic
solar electric plant constitutes a “major”
l'aderal action and as such requires an en-

] impact st: rather than
ﬂle environmental assessment report filed
by the Park Service.

Construetion of the 100-kilowatt photo-
voltaic plant will cost $3 million and will
result in the removal of about two acres of
vegetation at the monument.

"We had no intention of making the pro-
ject cost efficient, and we know it's going to
cost a great deal of money,” says Gary
Howe, management assistant for the
Canyonlands office of the Park Service.
“We've begun it as a demonstration project
and are receiving funds from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy for the bulk of the
cost.”

7 APPLE PIE
“We felt that only an EAR (anvlrunmen
tal \'hnnrﬂ dgince it

involved no major construction like a
dam,” Howe says. "We thought the project
was like apple pie and motherhood since
most everyone is in favor of solar energy.”

Drawing courtesy of National Park Service

FEDERAL VILLAINY. The aoln- energy project llmwnin the artut‘l con-

ception above has sp a™

in-cheek" envi g‘rnup that

sees the federal government as a villain.

But local residents are not in favor of this
solar energy project.

“The federal government made the

White Mesa Uranium Mill south of Bland-

ing spend $200,000 to excavaie every

single piece of pottery before they could
build,” Black says. “And yet when it comes
their time to build, they don’t want to do
one thing to protect the environment.
“It’s really stupid to tear out a couple of
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THE POCKETBOOK INCENTIVE.
Consumers jn six cities in the United
States and Canada will have a chance to
watch the daily growth of their utility bills
in & conservation demonstration program
sponsored by the two governments and
several utilities. An energy indicator will
be hung on the wall in each of 100 homes

emergy news from across the country

TVA OPPOSES CONCENTRATION. S.
David Freeman, chairman of the board of
the T Valley Authori

lected for the test in each city. The indi-
cator will show the cost of the household's
gas and electricity as it mounts, penny by
penny, for 24 hours. In addition, with a
toych of a button, the homeowner can see
uﬁlitymufﬂnpreviousdayortheu-

1 cnst for the month, The devices.

tinuing to acquire lndspend.ent coal and
uranium companies. Testifying before a

Senate subcommittee, Freeman said, "We
believe legislation is needed to halt the
growing concentration of all our energy re-
sources in the hands of a few massive
multiple-fuel companies.” TVA, which is
the country’s largest coal em-u.cur and
oneof the two largest i

d to encourage conservation.
Tht cities include Boston, Dallas, Min-

lis, San Franci M 1 and
Vancouver.

GEITING GOALMII.EAGE Whl!aenm
ing new air

trol standards, several major coal pluduo-

ers nevertheless are trying to get some

mileage out of them. In a paper ad,

quired to be equipped with scrubbers to
remove sulfur emissions.” The ad is spon-
sored by Burlington Northern Inc., North
American Coal Corp., Peabody Coal Co.,
Westmoreland Coal Co., several other coal
and railroad companies and several labor
unions. 3

USING WIND. U S. Rep. Gerry E. Studds
(D-Mass.) has introduced a bill to require
the federal government to purchase $500
million worth of wind energy equipment
over the next five years, The bill, the Wind
Energy Systems Utilization Act, would di-
rect; the De of Energy to purch
and install wind energy equipment on
government-owned buildings and power-
generating facilities.

PEDAL POWER. The gasoline shortage
has not created problems in Chmn mrd-
ing to United Press I

acres of trees to put in solar cells,” he says.
"A better place for that kind of use of tech-
nology would have been at Halls Crossing
or Bullfrog where man’s imprint is more
obvious. We need to develop solar power
but not there.”

When asked if his group was an en-
vironmental group, Black says, "No, we're
just about the reverse. We don’t intend to
lock things up.”

Then, why the choice of name? Phil B.
Acton, one of three trustees of the commit-
tee, says, "1 felt like it would open a lot of
doors for us that a name like the 'Commit-
tee to Sue the Government’ might not.”

Black is a miner. Acton is a certified pub-
lic accountant. And the other trustee of the
group, which formally organized as a non-
profit organization in early March 1979,
Jerry Halliday, is a construction worker.
The group has about 50 members.

LOCAL SUPPORT

Does the committee have the support of
local government officials? San Juan
County Commissioner Calvin Black says
with a chuckle, “I've been accused of set-
ting up the group. The (solar) project is
economieally ridiculous.”

The project would be the first large
photovaltaic system in the National Park
system. The power generated from the
solar cells will replace electricity now ob-
tained from diesel generators.

The 70-page EAR filed on the project by
the Park Service examines the pussublln.}
of developing such a demonstration project
at a total of 10 sites, Cottonwood Ranger
Station at Joshua Tree National Monu-
ment in California received a second place
rating because it lacks water pumping, a
modern appearance and room for interpre-
tive displays.

According to Howe, contractors for the
initial site preparation are ready to begin
work. Jack Kelly of the U.S. Department of
the Interior’s regional solicitor's office in
Salt Lake City says that until the court
rules on the case, "Our plans are to proceed
with construction.”

AnnSchimpfand Janelle Brown are stafl
writers for The Herald Journal in Logan,
Utah, where this story first appeared.

Congress, Carter
pushing synfuels

Congress is now considering legislation
to subsidize synthetic fuel production, a
concept rejected in previous sessions for
environmental and economic reasons. The
U.S. House has passed a bill that may cost
as much as $22 billion.

The Senate is considering two bills: 8.
1308 sponsored by Sen. Henry Jackson
(D-Wash.) that would provide $4.37 billion
and S. 1377 sponsored by Sen. Pete
Domenici (R-N.M.), for which a dollar limit
haen't been determined. Hearings will be
held on I.he two bills at the end of July.

Pri Cmer is expected to app:

haidi e <y
ation is

ing prupoaa.ls that would allow as much as
$90 billion.

there are virtually no private cars. Gov-
ernment officials estimate about 2.5 mill-
‘on bikes travel Peking’s streets. People

has had to pay “sky ing coal and

say, "If you are paying exorbit-

uranium prices,” Freeman says, While op-
posing such monopolies, TVA has become a
coal and uranium producer itself.

ant bills for energy, answer this question:
Why not coal? Coal can now be burned
cleanly....All new coal-fired plants are re-

carry brieft looped over their hand-
lebars and put their cargo — from laundry
to planks of wood — on the back. Gasoline
is used by delivery trucks, government
limousines and buses.

Envi lists oppose the subsidies
for synthetic fuels such as oil or gas from
coal or oil from oil shale because of their
effects on air and water and because they
think the money would be better spent on
renewable energy.

Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.) has been
quoted as saying he supports the subsidies
because “The American peaple are in the
mood to do something even if it is wrong.”
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Energy mews of the Rockies and Great Plains

NUCLEAR UNSAFETY. The Associated
Press reports that records obtained from
the Idaho National Engineering Laborat-
ory indicate that the government testing
facility has had five nuclear accidents re-
sulting in four core meltdowns and three
deaths in the 30 years that testing hasbeen
going on. All of the incidents released
radioactive gases into the air, the reports
say. Causes of the accidents included
sabotage, human error and mechanical
malfunction. All of the core meltdowns
were contained by safety systems before
any severe damage could be done. The
three workers were killed in a steam explo-
sion in 1961 when INEL was experiment-
ing with a portable reactor for the Army.

RIDING HIGH. The high price of gasoline
may be driving Denver motorists into car
pools. The Rocky Mountain News re-
ports that since gasoline prices began ris-
ing in February, requests to the Denver
Regional Council of Governments for car
pool riders have increased 127 percent, Re-
gional Transportation District officials say
that 300 new riders each month are using
buses to get to their jobs.

ANR SET BACK AGAIN. An adminis-
trative law judge has turned down a "last-
ditch” plan by American Natural Re-
sources to build a $900 million coal gasifi-
cation plant in North Dakota. The Wall
Street Journal reports that the judge ob-
jected to the company’s plan for financing
the unit, which involved passing the costs
of the project to ratepayers if the project
failed. The judge, ruling on behalf of the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
said, “Whatever benefits are to be derived
from this project will be shared by the en-
tire country, not merely some rate payers.”
The judge recommended that the Carter
administration and Congress consider fed-
eral financing for the project. The company
says it will appeal the decision to the full
commission.

UTAH 0OIL STRIKE—OFFSHORE.
Amoco Production Co. says that a test well
sunk in the northern arm of the Great Salt
Lake struck what could be a major new oil
field. The well is more than five miles
offshore. An Amoco spokesman says that
early tests show the well could be produc-
ing 1,500 barrels of oil daily. Further test-
ing is needed to determine the well's com-
mercial potential.

TREATMENT WATER FOR SLURRY?
Texas Eastern Transmission Corp. says it
is considering using water flowing from
several cities’ sewage treatment plants in
its proposed coal slurry pipeline. The

s proposal to take 42,000 acre-
feet of water from the Little Bighom River
in northern Wyoming for a slurry line to
Texas was rejected earlier this year by
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Park Service fights geothermal plan

by Philip White

Photo by Philip White
W'[}'_.IJAM WHALEN talks with par-

ticipants in the Nati 1 Audub

William Whalen, director of the Na-
tional Park Service, told the National Au-
dubon convention in Estes Park, Calo.,
June 30 that he would be prepared to back

islation if necessary to bring the Island
Park Geothermal Area into Yellowstone
National Park.

‘Whalen said the Interior Department
should use its powers under the Geother-
mal Steam Act to stop leasing in the [sland
Park area (see HCN, 6-1-T9). "If that
doesn’t work and the Forest Service is de-
termined to develop that area for geother-
mal, it would be my responsibility to have
thearea ld.dedtoYelhwsiane Park,” Wha-
len said.

The draft environmental siatement on
Island Park geothermal drilling propesals
has drawn fire from other federal officials
and environmental groups, too. The east-
ern border of the area is within 13 miles of
Old Faithful and is even closer to other
Yellowstone thermal features.

The Interior Department says Yellows-
tone has been designated a World Heritage
Site and an International Bmpherg Re-

Jepartment’s comments, signed by assis-
:ant secretary Larry E. Meierette.
Interior mentions two geyser areas in
New Zealand that were destroyed by de-
velopment of an area that was thought to
be independent of them. Four of the 10
world-ranked geyser areas have heen ad-
versely affected by man's activities, and
three have been destroyed, Interior says.

The department says Targhee National
Forest officials should amplify their dis-
cussion of potential impacts on Yellows-
tone and should discuss three other alter-
natives in the final environmental state-
ment.

One alternative suggested by Interior
would provide a two-mile no-leasing zone
along the Yellowstone border with an
elaborate monitoring program. Another
alternative would exclude all critical wild-
life and scenic areas from leasing. A third
proposal would defer all leasing "until we
have more information as to possible rela-
tionships to the geothermal regime at Yel-
lowstone National Park."

Under the Geothermal Steam Act, the
Interior secretary must approve geother-
mal devel t on federal lands.

serve by the United Nations Ed:
Scientific and Cultural Organization, gw
ing the park “the highest possible recogni-
tion of its significance to the world.”

Society convention at Rocky Moun-
tain National Park.

"Any ed threat to the integrity
of (Yellowstone's) thermal resources is to-
tally unacceptable,” according to the

Coal plants can

reduce reliance

on surface water, report says

by Jim Verley

Imagine: Two groups are in confronta-
tion. One advocates building a coal-fired
electrical generating plant to provide
badly needed power to metropolitan areas.
The other says surface water used to cool
the plant will cause surrounding com-
munities and crops to suffer and eventually
die. A serious threat? Not necessarily,
cording to a February 1979 report from the
Los Alames Scientific Laboratories.

The report, Water Supply - Demand
Alts tives for Electric G tion in

groundwater in the Upper Colorado River
Basin is saline, While this restricts many
of its applications, Abbey says it could be
adapted for plant cooling. Municipal sew-
age disposal water, waste water from min-
ing operations and brackish waters from
irrigation return flows are also alterna-
tives.
No one method has to be used exclu-

ac- sively, says Abbey. Plant cooling facilities

could range from completely dry to a wide
variety of wet-dry combinations. These op-
tions mupled with utilization of waste or
s could make the demand on

the Colorado Basin by David Abbey,
looks at alternatives to surface water con-
sumption by plants in the states of Arizona,
California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mex-
ieo, Utah and Wyoming.

i 1 1 of addi-
tional power are either planned or under
construction in these states. This will

surface waters very low.

Not having to rely on surface waters
would also increase the number of poten-
tial plant site locations. It would also pro-
vide relief to areas that have surface wat-
ers but that are not appropriate for plants
due to environmental, economic and social

F are already being made for

nearly dwbleummaxy that has
been put i d th ion si

1962. Amqurcmm isthat surface water
consumption by the plants’ cooling towers
could deplete water resources of the region.
Abbey’s report contends, however, that al-
ternative methods of cooling the plants
could prevent this.

The use of dry cooling towers, where the
water ins in a closed system, would

Wyoming Gov. Ed Herschler. A spok

for the company says that Texas Eastern
will probably lobby for approval of the
pipeline in the 1981 Wyoming legislative
session. Consideration in Wyoming's 1980
budget session is considered unlikely.

reduce water use dramatically. Costs are
higher than for evaporative cooling, but
the overall expense of electrical generation

use of surface water. Of the 14
! d or under ioninthe

Interior's comments said “We obviously
will not authorize any geothermal explora-
tion or development in this area without
adequate safeguards and evidence that the
activities will not jeopardize” Yellowstone.

The Interior Department says the en-
vironmental statement should discuss
threats to the bald eagle and peregrine fal-
con, both endangered species, and the
trumpeter swan, which could be "adversely
impacted by toxic effluent if a blow-out”
from a geothermal well occurred.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency says the environmental statement
doesn't adequately consider the potential
for contamination of underground or sur-
face waters important as sources of drink-
ing water.

The Wyoming Chapter of the Sierra Club
and the Wyoming representative of
Friends of the Earth expressed concern
about the "treasured features of Yellows-
tone” and about critical gnnsly bear
habitat.

The conservation groups say even if
Island Park could be developed to the level
of “The Geysers” plant in California, which
is unlikely, the area would provide only
0.0125 percent of the nation’s year 2000
energy needs — msl.lfﬁclem ta;usnfythe

ing of Yel 's

ALMOST LUDICROUS
In a Denver Post article on June 24,
1979, applicants for geothermal leases in
the Island Park ml pl.uyed down the risk
+o Yell of Occi-
lental Petroleum in Bakersfield, Calif., is

quoted as saying the clnnm of a
Y ! Ialand

Colorado River Basin between now and
1987, only five rely solely on surface water.
Abbey says, however, that water deple-
m:hwldntlll remain a concern. Social
and i ts from the real
tlmoffﬂtu‘ﬂghtsmpunhle.andnhr

Denver realtor and lease applicant S.
Paul Wasserstein is quoted as saying “We
cannot set aside all land in the face of prog-
ress. The beauty of Yellowstone can-
not be allowed to influence the develop-
ment of alternative of power in

tables and stream flows may be red
with the increased use of und d

water. '
More information about the report can

would i by only six P
according to Abbey.
Gmumlwsber(immwelm ennalsnbem
of the

option. App!

beob d from the Los Alamos Scientific
Laboratory, P.O. Box 1663, Los Alamos,
N.M. 875456 Refer to report number
LA-7662-MS.

other geoth | fields of our country.
Why let our i ict devel
of an energy source outside the park?”
The Targhee National Forest in St. An-
thony, Idaho, plans to publish its recom-
mendation in the final environmental
statement by Oct. 1.
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& Western Roundup

Photo by David Sumner

RIVER RUNNING on non-navigable streams that pass through private land is now considered trespassing in

Colorado.

Colorado Supreme Court says rafters guilty of trespass

The arrest of three men rafting on the
Colorado River has led to a Colorado Sup-
reme Court ruling that “"dramatically al-
ters the law of Colorade,” according to one
of the dissenting judges. The court ruled
that the public has no right to the recrea-
tional use of “non-navigable” parts of riv-
ers and streams where they flow through

private property, upholding a lower court's
conviction of the men.

The five judges who concurred on the
decision relied on the medieval English
doetrine of "he who owns the surface of the
ground has the exclusive rights-to every-
thing which is above it."

Two judges dissented. One of them said

FWS raids taxidérmists’ bird collections

Special agents of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service havesemd the skins, carcasses
and i of hundreds of pro-

with some bird mounts, such as eagles,
brlngmglsmuch as $500.

tected birds from a Mlchlsanaewe]ry store
and a Colorado taxidermist. The birds in-
clude peregrine falcons, eagles, hawks, owls,
waterfowl and songbirds.

On May 7, agents raided a Franklin,
Mich. jewelry store that also ran a tax-
idermy operation. The store allegedly sold
alarge number of federally protected birds,

tion from the Michigan inves-

tigation led to the property of a taxidermist
in Aguilar, Colo. There, agents found over
800 d birds, including 15 i
faleons, and over 1,000 birds in freezers.

The owners of the jewelry store were ar-
rested and charged with multiple viola-
tions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
No charges have been filed against the tax-
idermist yet.

It's Kingsley Dam’s turn to help cranes

Prodded by Basin Electric Power
coqpeuhve the builder of the Grayrocks
Dm in Wyamlng, the F‘ed.ern] Energy

y Co is

ibl eﬂ'wunfn‘ droel ;..pmectm
Nebraska on whooping crnne habitat.
"What's fair for the goose is fair for the
gander," said a spokesman for Basin, refer-
ring to the settlement that forced his com-
pany to pay $7.5 ml]lmnta protect the
cranes. Basin feels, the

Kingsley Dam, downstream from
Grayrocks on the Platte River. If the inves-
tigation establishes that there is a danger
to the cranes, the operators of Kingsley
Damcouldberuqmreéhulemoerhm
amounts of water for the cranes’ welfare.
Kingsley's owners say mandatory releases
would endanger existing contracts to ir-
rigators and to the Nebraska Public Power

Alth

h Basin's settl i d

said,

tnat since it had to provide water for wild-

life, other entities that store water on the
river should, too.

The project in question is a proposed

hydroelectric plant at Lake McConaughy’s

that certain amounts of water would be
gmranteedmﬂwdomwel’lammthg

the court would have done better to con-
sider the American Indian concept that all
peaple are caretakers, and "everyone had a
right to use the Earth; no one a right to
abuse it..That was the law in Colorado
when the English feudal courts adopted the
rule (applied by the court)...It would be a
sounder precedent for this case.”

No excess cancer
evident near INEL

A study of a five-county area around the
Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, a
auclear testing facility, indicates that the
cancer death rates have not i

dsince

Idaho, Indians settle

salmon fishing rights

A heated dispute over how to protect
salmon in Idaho ended amicably after the
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes agreed to close
salmon fishing to tribal members all sum-
mer.

The state of [daho had asked the tribes to
forego fishing except for two days of cere-
monial fishing and offered them 2,500 sal-
mon from fish hatcheries. The tribes pro-
tested the state’s authority to dictate In-
dian fishing regulations since their rights
were set by treaty.

Experts say that only about 10 percent of
the normal number of salmon are spawn-
ing in the river this year. The decreased
run is blamed on the severe drought in
1977, plus the new dams on the Snake and
Columbia Rivers, through which the sal-
mon must swim to reach Idaho.

“The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes think
more about conserving the chinook salmon
than the state of Idaho does....To prove it,
the tribe will close salmon fishing until
Sept. 16," Tribal Chairman Gilbert Teton
said. He referred to the offer of 2,500
hatchery fish as a “bribe of trinkets and
beads.”

The Nez Perce Tribe accepted the state’s
offer of 2,500 salmon and twa days of cere-
monial fishing, saying they wouldn't fish
unless 2,700 salmon reach a certain hatch-
ery. Fishing was later opened for them.

In another action affecting salmon, the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled July 2 that In-
dian fishermen in Washi state have
the right to as much as half of the available
catch. The decision generally affirms a
1974 decision by U.S. Distriet Judge

orge Boldt.

Water: don’t use it,
lose it at a profit

In the Colorado River Basin most states
figure they must find ways to develop their
water or risk losing it to dewnatream users.
They believe in the use-it:or-lose-it
philosophy.
Foes of the Central Arizona Project, how-

ever, have come up with a new approach to
water ' They says the state

1974. In fact the 1977 death rates for the
counties were all below the national cancer
death rate of 1.69 deaths per thousand and
Idaho's rate of 1.37 deaths per thousand.
‘The study was based on information
supplied by the state Bureau of Vital
Statistics. Because of the small popula-
tions jn each of the five counties, state
radiation control director Robert Funder-
burg says that it is impossible to say
whether those deaths that do occur from
cancer are the result of INEL activities.
Caneer or no, Idaho Gov. John Evans told
federal officials at a hearing on nuclear
wastes in Carlsbad, N.M., that his state
would not accept long-term storage of nuc-
lear waste within its borders. Evans said
“The buried waste material is in a de-
teriorating condition and presents the
largest potential for contamination in the
near future.” Evans said that he cannot

Nebraska border, an
is how the water will get past the Kingsley
Dam to the whoopers downstream.

nr the failure of the U.S. to make
some decision on the final storage of wastes
buried at INEL.

should forget about building CAP, a
multi-billion dollar water development
jroject which they say the state -doesn't
need, and sell some of Arizona's water
rights to thirsty Southern Californians.
By doing so, the state could make more
than $100 million a year, according to
Frank Welsh of the Citizens Concerned
About the Project. That income would be
enough to allow the state to eliminate its
property tax, Welsh says.
In addition, not building the Central
Anmnn Project would save Arizona and
federal taxpayers $10 billion as well as
several billion kilowatt-hours of encrgy,
mmﬁshﬂe&erofﬂmpmmai Robert
Wi of the M A Soci-

Wesley Steiner, executive director of the
Arizona Water Commisaion, finds the
whole proposal ridiculous, however. “It's
silly to sell any part of Arizona's entitle-
‘ment to Colorado River water,” he said ina
Phoenix Garzette story.
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RANGELANDS FILM
A new film, "The Maverick,” has been
released by the Society for Range
Management’s Old West Range Program.
The film explains the latest techniques for
range improvement in the Northern Great
Plains. Free copies of the film can be or-
dered for viewing. Requests should be
submitted early, indicating both first and
second choice viewing dates. Write Pie-
cadilly Films, P.O. Box 17999, Broadway

Station, San Antonio, Tex. 78217.

BACKPACK TRIP FOR TEACHERS

‘The Sierra Club is offering an “En-
tal Ed Budknarck Vark:
shop Aug. 5-15 in the Lost Creek Scenic
Area of Pike San Isabel National Forest in
Colorado. The trip is designed to show
teachers and youth leaders how to plan
educational backpacking trips. The trip
leader iz John Stansfield, 402 E. Del Norte,
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907.

DENVER SOLAR SEMINARS

The newly opened Energy Conservation
Center in Denver offers solar seminars
every Thursday on topics such as water
heating, wind conversion and solar
greenhouses. Each session costs 32 and is
limited to 30 participants. For more infor-
mation call (303) 234-0229.

SOLAR CELL CONFERENCE

The Department of Energy’s Salar
Energy Research Institute is sponsoricg a
two-day conference in Denver Sept. 17-19
called “Photovoltaic Advanced R&ED An-
nual Review Meeting.” Participants will
"review the status of advanced photovol-
taic cells, materials and mechanisms and
identify research issues needing em-
phasis.” To register, write to Vicky Curry,
Conference Coordinator, Solar Energy R&
search I 1636 Cole Boul
Golden, Colo. 80401; or éall (303) 231- 1467

Photo courtesy of the New Western Energy Show
ENERGY SHOW IN WYOMING. The New Western Energy Show, a

ter, music and alt tive energy,

Montana-based troupe devoted to th
ming this

will be ring W

They offer two shows daily, plus

d;whylmdod:erwmh.&mn‘them-kmﬂ:i-ymhommhded
“The Frog Does Not Drink Up the Pond in Which It Lives.” The troupe will
be in Casper Aug. 14, in Sheridan Aug 6-10, in Worland Aug. 12-14 and in

Lander Aug. 20-22. For more infor

tact the shi

at Power Block

Building, Room 226, Helena, Mont. 59601. Pictured is a scene from last

year’s tour.

‘A delightful book about wild foods that tells you exactly what you
want to know about salad greens, potherbs, roots, fruits, berries,
herb teas and mushrooms—plus a chapter on polsonous plants.”

Eating Wild Plants

‘Sherman Presce Jr.,

by Kim Williams

PREDATOR POLICY EMERGING

Nine possible alternatives for control

INNOVATIVE COMMUNITIES -
Energy-Efficient Community Plan-

ling coyote and other wild animal damage: ning by James Ridgeway looks at how in-
to Western llveetack are detailed in a final novative American communities are solv-

] impact

d ing their own energy problems and avoid-

by the Interior Department in June. The ing high food costs, unemployment, waste

a

and the it it

disposal di and inefficient trans-

will shape the national predator control portation. The book includes descriptions

policy expected to emerge from the de-

of projects in Davis, Calif;; Northglenn,

partment later this summer. Comments, Colo.; and Clayum N.M. It will be availa-
which are due Aug. 11,should be addressed ble after Oct. 1 from The JG Press, Inc., Box
to the Director (ADC), US. Fish ana Wild- 351, Emmaus, Pa. 18049 for $9.95 in

life Service, Washington, D.C. 20240,
TOXIC SUBSTANCES PRIMER

paperback and $14.95 in hardcover.

A Toxic Substances Primer is a terse  MONTANA WILDERNESS TRIPS
(six-page) leaflet discussing health effects,  The Montana Wilderness Association of-
federal laws, definitions, misconceptions fers several free trips led by experienced

and industrial perspectives. Copies are av-

members of MWA who have donated their

ailable for 40 cents from the League of time. The program is designed to inform
Women Voters of the United States, 1730 people about wilderness, gain new mem-
M 8t. NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. Ask bers and offer an outdoor experience. Write

for Pub. No. 545.

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

*MWA, Box 635, Helena, Mont, 59601,

Custom Solar &=
s . Applications
Design

Fiht’.r.glass g?:xwigart A rng
Materials BIS11 2074 2224

pny for themselves.,
Warm your home in winter.

Plasticrafis » 2800 N. Speer Blwd

Denver, (b, 80211 303433 8801

FOR HIGH Qualzy
10W* IFPACT LVING:

Clwujml composting Talels
Sulie” fibergla M Dﬂ?

GRAND TETON

CENTER

EXCITING COURSES FOR SUMMER
HIGH SCHOOL FIELD ECOLOGY

Six week voed summer fisld course

June 21-August 1

One year H.S. science credit.

BSIXTEEN SUMMER FIELD SEMINARS
‘One week fiald courses in a variety of sub-
jects beginning

June 4 through August 31, with or w-o cre-
dit.

GRAHD TETON SUMMER FIELD ECOL-
oGY

Two week college course, August 4-17.
With or w-o credit (six quarter units or
4 semaster grad or undergrad credit.)
for more information write:

TETON SCIENCE SCHOOL
Box 68H, Kellv WY

Phone: (307) 733-4765

ENVIRONMENTATL:

ﬁlaun
Saver- er?
Wood - )j welec heaters
TETON THHERS
'CW%U a 31%

VlcToR, WaHp #3455
ar ?_oam B7-2495

P

THE RALEIGH]

LARSER'S
BICYSLES

TNVEAST Tnd o PHOSGE TS840
oL WTOMING §3435

A structure standing [ne test of ages.

Handy size and sturdiness make
this book just right for slipping
into your pach.

Please send me —— Eating Wilc
Plants.

Mountain Press Publishing Co. Name
Paperback with illustrations. Address
196 pgs. $4.95plus S0 cents post- ity
age each. "
i'ﬂgynmim residents piease add % sales 1ax). State & Zip
Order from High Country News,
Box K, Lander WY 82520.

Checks must accompany all orders.

Climb Every Mountaln

You'll feel like it with this
custom-made hiking and

backpacking boot hand-

crafted with the finest ma=

terials and tilored to the

measurements of your

feet. Can be made to fit "

any feet. Carnfort fit and

long life guaranteed. Avail

able in a wide range of

weights and flex

Call, visit or write for our bro-

chuie which inchudes measure-

ment and mail order insthsctions.
I Eﬂnﬂcl! Merrell Cusiom Baols —

South 1500 Wes! #9

[}_»;Lf

\Isﬂxi Ulah 84078

e e e et T———

An tor the in spirit
A portfolio on our tipis is available for 81
FOOFARAW 85 it Cedo
Laramie, WY 82070

$5.00 per Book i
creatine
Enerzy

by David A Wilson

>The third in a series of Practical uses 4
of solar energy, this book covers con-
centrating collectors, solar furnace,
electricity, and much more.  Com-
plete plans and information.

LORIEN HOUSE

(BOH) 789-307%

Biack Mounlsin NC
P.0, Box 1112 28711
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13725 Cemillos Rd. Santa Fe P.O, Box 2004 [

PASSIVE Solar Energy Slides [ 6 sets | §12.75¢a,

(x) Genend (k) Direct Gain

{2} Sols (d) Thermal Storage Wally

(e} Artahed green house

{0 Convective loops & root puads
TAPE | Dr. Dowg Bekcomb slides Commentary §2.75
BOOKS | 40 Assoried Titles covering all  aspects of

Passive Solar Enersy, Write for list of prices.
BULLETIN Subscriptions 12 bssues $10.00 per year

BUMPER STICKERS | (2) "Dewlop Solar Encrgy™
{b) "Sun Power™ $1.00 each

~NON-PROFIT-
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PECULIAR PEOPLE
by Myra Connell

An odd assortment of people gathered
near a small lake recently, cir
gas-powered wagons to break the wind and
shared a bountiful pienic supper. The occa-
sion? To compare notes on the annual
spring bird count sponsored by the local
chapter of National Audubon Society.

The assembled picnickers were de-
lighted when a total of 55 species was an-

TOILET
THINK OF YOUR NEIGHBORS
DOWN-RIVER
PRI

Thoughtful people do not wash their
wastes into sewers, That is unkind to
our neighbors downstream, and to
our lakes and rivers. It also wastes a
torrent of fresh water.
Such profligacy is not necessary. The
Clivus Multrum is a waterless waste
treatment system for the home or
public facility which saves all that
water and protects our environment.
Toilet wastes and organic garbage
are composted into a rich fertilizer
right in your basement, conserving
water, nutrients, and energy.
RVl
Contact:

Clivus Multrum Northemn Rockies
205 Meadows Rd.

Whitefish, MT 59937

or these local distributors:

May Raynolds
1290 S. Second St.
Lander, WY 82520

Mike Evans
P.O. Box 1152
Saratoga, WY 82331

Charles Woodward

Vo 0 %
M

Vh:tor, ID 83455

~
r:EXT TIME YOU FLUSH YOUR

“We saw a brown thrasher!” "We saw a
Western grebe.”

A few hours before, nine people divided
into three teams to travel country roads
and some highways within a 15-mile in

 CLASSIFIEDS

Classified ads cost 10 cents a word;
they must be prepaid.

Positions. The Powder River Basin Resource
Council, an agrieultural-conservation group de-
aling with energy development issuesin eastern
Wynmlng seeks to ]nne two field organizers im-
ly. Self- ie applic-
Anl.ndaul.red. SendremmnmPRBBC 48 N.
Main, Sheridan, WY 82801; 307-672-5809.

diameter circle, observing, identifying and
recording all birds seen.

Other motorists gazed curiously at the
daft people staring through bineculars
where there seemed to be nothing to see.
Quite likely they were unaware of the

and excitement they were mis-
sing. The stimulation of the chase in hope
of discovering a rare species can be as keen
as a hunter's eagerness for a kill.

Each time that I have takén part in a
count it has been a learning experience.

Time was, when to me a swallow was just
a creature that built a mud nest against a
cliff face and swooped over a pond to catch
mosquitos. Suddenly 1 was confronted by
cliff, cave, tree, barn, rough-winged and
violet-green swallows, not to mention pur-
ple martins.

I have lived in this locality the greater
part of 70 years, but it was only the other
day that I became aware that we have
Wilson's phalaropes. I suppose I mis-
takenly thought them killdeer or night-
hawks, though the distinction is easily ap-
parent to an observant person. The leader
of our team pointed out a group of four,
flying in formation 200 yards away. To the
unaided eye only the silvery-white flash of
swiftly moving wings could be seen. The
birds obligingly settled in a bare spot and,
with our binoeulars, we could see their

WANTED. Freelance writers and photo-
graphers to cover Montana natural resource
news for High Country News. Pay is two cents
to four cents per word or $4 to $10 per photo.
One-sided diatribes unacceptable.

POSITION WANTED. Response Ability equals
Reliability. Colorado River boatman with excel-
lent communication skills and project manage-
ment experience seeking long term employ-
ment. ATP qualified pilot with 4,257 hours
PI.C. experience (including 1140 hrs. "Bush
Flying” in N.W. Alasks). Successfully served
various environmental projects as volunteer
pilot, speaker and organizer. 30 yrs. old. Excel-
lent references. Available Aug. 5. M. Stewart,
(303) 988-5110.

WANTED. Persuasive people to sell advertising
for HCN. 15 percent commission. To apply, send

Clint Elston ﬁf:nhm and letter with y;u:n;r:a Hfor :helling
i to inchman,
an:'.:?éssmgmm W ?{CN 1;ﬂuxmlél.,Lumi-arwm u.u‘;’yrl 82620,
_ )
An evacative collection f poems wit and thyme, Gior and changin
Wyra Comnell, ﬂcf 5 own moods, this ’;Ilm wanefsg
* Braviching Out * @lumnist. Figlof first edition treasure
Myra’s ’ aperbound
A wﬂﬂuﬂy J:uns
N $3.50 plus 50 cents pos ﬂ
Y (wjomng residents add 3% salés twx)
Plense send me —— Myras Many hloods
M Name:
Idress:
;
State:
D Zl'r
like rsonal d by
S il e sty e
l:!l'derthrmEhN,L Checks must accempany all ordes. i

h istic whlte necks and breast.

Later, a h sparrow
by sitting still atop a fence post. A brown
thrasher, very rare in this locale, competed
with robins and .blackbirds for territory.
Two brilliant Bullock’s orioles flaunted
their finery.

Red-tailed hawks gave us the most ex-
citement. A pair flew toward us, one of
them dangling a small snake in its claws,
the other apparently trying to take it away.
They disappeared in the trees so we missed
the finale.

Farther on, an adult red-tail sut on the
edge of a nest in a dead cottonwood, guard-
ing two fluffy, white hawklets. When it
flew to a perch on rocks nearby, we saw its
four-foot wingspread.

About four days later, feeling that this
was a rare sight, [ guided my granddaugh-
ter and her four children to the site, fearful
lest a marauder might have destroyed
them. They were still there — hawk, nest
and hawklets!

We bird-watchers aren't crazy. We _11.uit
act that way.
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Eavesdropper

environmental news from around the world

LOONEY LIMERICKS
by Zane E. Cology

The mining man wrinkled his brow
When he heard that the feds would allow
More coal land bidding.
“You've got to be kidding!
We can't sell the heaps we've got now.”

CHIEF FORESTER REPLACED. After
three years of preparing for the move, John
MecGuire, chief of the Forest Service, has
retired, McGuire told Gannett News Ser-
vice he had considered retiring in 1976 but
didn't because he didn't want to be replaced
by a political appointee when the ad-
ministration changed after the election. A
veteran of 39 years with the agency, he
stayed until the agency's wilderness study
was complete. He is being replaced by R.
Max Peterson, his deputy.

SALT CAVE LEAKING? Researchers
near Purvis, Miss., are trying to determine
if radioactive material ig leaking from a
salt cave where two nuclear tests were con-
ducted in the mid-1960s, according to Ne-
whouse News Service. High levels of
radioactive tritium and traces of other
radioactive isotopes have been found in
groundwater, and 20 of 80 toads collected
near the site are deformed. Nuclear waste
from the first atomic test at the site was
d back down an abandoned well, but
federal officials can't find records of what
was done with contaminated materials
after the second test. :

Nuclear waste gains
Western opponents

Opposition to nuclear wastes is gaining
momentum in the West. In Nevada, the
governor has ordered the closure of a nuc-
lear waste dump, according to the As-
sociated Press.

Gov. Robert List said, "I'm fed up with
being responsible, as a state, for having
this site within our boundaries and not
being able to count on people elsewhere to
do t.helr_wh " List was upset because of two

id in Nevada within two months in-
volving transportation of nuclear wastes.
About 10 peaple were exposed to low-level
contamination when a truck burned in
May. In June, a truck driver carrying
waste from a nuclear reactor near South
Haven, Mich., noticed that his truck was
leaking. Inspectors were unable to find any
radioactivity in the areas of the state
where he noticed the leaks, however, ~

In Montana, the Missoula City Council
has passed a resolution to regulate or pro-
hibit shipping nuclear wastes through the
city. Two anti-nuclear groups have been
asked to draft the proposed ordinance be-
cause the city attorney is too busy, aceord-
ing to The Missoulian. Voters in Missoula
Cuun ty passed a referendum last

ber which banned nuclear facilities

in the county but did not mention nuclear

wastes transportation.

SemalEnhmcauesahohnwmd
ing some or all shi

of nuclear wastes.
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Maybe I'm reacting to our severe winter,
but T've never seen summer’s power and
abundance so early before.

Ed Foss of Condon, Mont., writes about
watching both rufous and calliope hum-
mingbirds perform courtship dives
against the “Montana blue.” Ed tells me
you can distinguish the two species by
listening to the sound they make when

by Hannah Hinchman

LANDER, Wyo. — High summer
under a big July full meon. I'm knee-deep
in a still pond looking at the way insects
disturb its bright surface. Water striders
provide a new understanding of surface
tension. Because hairs on the ends of
their legs distribute their weight, they do
not break the surface, but skate around
on it as though it were the slickest ball-
room floor. Wind can blow them across
the pond. When they move, they leave
four perfect circular ripples.

Debris mars the surface. At first [ as-
sume it is all cottonwood cottan, which
has been filling the air lately in blizzards.
Looking closer I see hundreds of pale,
blue-white mayfly bodies floating, intact.
As]watch, one landsin frontof me. Light
as it is, the mayfly hasn’t the strider’s
‘mobility on the water. Its wings are stuck
to the pond as if magnetized.

Everywhere I turn weeds and grasses
are making their dramatic growth spurt
before flowering. Ubiguitous hollyhocks
‘have leapt from 2' to four feet in a week.

they dive. He feeds hummingbirds at his
place and says that on the peak feeding
day this seascn they drank 10 full cups of

syrup.

Alan Kesselheim sends a tale of cance-
ing the Chama River in New Mexico:

*The river is brown and swollen, like a
chocolate milkshake in consistency. Most
of the rocks are covered up, so the river's
challenges revolve around handling
large hydraulics, not dodging cbstacles
We travel downstream, totally absorbed
in the paddling techniques demanded by
the white water. Here the quiet dayisa
focused world of churning water and
shouted instruetions.

“During the quieter sections our view

ds and we late the tex-

tured curves of the sandstone cliffs.
Violet-green swallows dip and dive for
insects, sometimes cleaving a tiny wake
in the water with their bills. We are en-
tertained by a yellow-breasted chat,
sounding like a flock of 15 birds with its
astounding repertoire of calls. Spotted
sandpipers probe the mud banks and fly
by us with stiff wings.

“We run the final rapid and take out
from a large eddy, after floating around
in it with various pieces of river flotsam.

The feel of summer has been with us all
day. We attest to its presence with

noses and a healthy thirst for a
¢cold one on the way home.”

by Edvard Abbey, E.P. Dutton, New
York, 1979. $9.95, hardcover; $4.95,
paperback, 198 pages.

Review by Peter Wild

There are several types of Edward
Abhey aficionados. First the barnacles.
They swarm ahout in the larval stage,
numerous, immature, in search of attach-
ments. Finally affixing themselves to
Abbey’s volumes, they feel comforting vib-
rations, the more powerful versions of their
own frustrations, through their hulks.

Next the coyotes. A smaller but numin-
ous tribe, they squat on the stony hilltops,
howling each time the moon of another
Abbey book heaves itself over the horizon
to grin down on them with its sneering,
imperfect light. "0 Desert Bolitaire 2,
where are you?” they weil. They want Luc-

retius, Melville, Thoreau with a slingshot-

— even would settle for a bearded Annie
Dillard.

Throughout hisi < dution of
five novels and eight nonfiction works,
Abbey has kept up an honest drumming,

making perfectly clear to his readers that

he cultivates "the art of the arrogant sneer,
the venomous put-down, the elegant
hatchet job.” He knows that the barnacles
and coyotes will keep coming back to have
their noses rebloodied by insults and
boorish puns. Like Punk Rock, Abbey's
writing excites masochists. To be insulted
is to be loved, in some twisted way. And so,
for a world largely unloved, this bad-boy
writer, this bully of the literary schoolyard,
serves a social function.

But what about the rest of us — you and
me — the tiny phalanx of sensitive and
rational souls who make up Abbey's true
admirers? We are the sloths. Lazy, relaxed
about ourselves, we browse through the
trees, our pleasure our end, savoring only
the choice fruits.

We find pretty good chomping in
Abbey's Road. The collection of essays
reprinted from Audubon, the now-defunct
Mountain Gazette, Playboy and other
publications takes us to Alice Springs, Au-
stralia, to Mexico’s Sierra Madre, and to
bomb-wrecked Naples, Italy. Such gusto
for us,as E. A., his own Byronizt hero, lives
out his pathos and wackiness on the con-
stantly tilting stage of the world.

The book is flawed, however. Page after
page is pure filler. Take, for instance, the
chapter “The Right to Arms.” Nosurprises,
no delightful Abbey quirkiness, here. It
might have dropped — kerplop — out of
The American Rifleman. But we forgive,
knowing that Abbey is one of the six or
seven scarred souls left in the nation eking
a living from his creative writing. A book,

padded though it may be, means a little
bread on the table in Wolf Hole, Ariz.

What stuns our taste buds finally is
Abbey's no-nonsense journalism. This
secene of a night cattle-loading in
Australia’s outback:

"Their big bellies glow in the ruddy light;
no true Aussie would allow himself to be
seen, after the age of thirty, without a
proper beer gut, Dick Nunn leans against
his Toyota truck, sipping beer, conferring
with Norm Wood, watching everything.
The terrified cattle groan, grunt, bellow,
pressed hard against one another inside
their bars of planking and iron....1 see one
cow with its head caught and twisted bet-
ween the hind legs of another, unable to
extricate itself. Two more cars are loaded.
The loading goes on by moonlight, by truck
headlights by the calamitous, sinister,
wavering flare of the burning railway
ties.”

Hemingway would have approved.

In places Abbey forgets the world's woes
to have a lark playing on his own frailties.
Here he is hoofing up central Australia’s
only tourist attraction:

"Families of Aussies from Svdney, Mel-
bourne, Brisbane, Perth, groaned, grum-
bled, laughed, and kidded as they climbed,
exactly like tourists anywhere. My atten-
tion was caught by a pair of smooth brown
th:glmmlhortlbarh,farabwa. lashed on
by my incurable satyrmania, I passed the
halt, the lame, the fat, and the blind, until T
caught up with the lure. Her name was
Melissa Rhys-Jones, she came from Lon-
don, hhcwu(d:etuldm)ndmnmanﬂa

dent of B
second time within an hour I fell mmﬂ)
in love, Trying to i  impress her, I flourished

ing, red-nosed, glass-eyed, faggoty little
Tory fops from Oxford and Cambridge.”
But, so as not to leave Abbey completely
in the lurch, later that evening Melissa
ghares a modest drink with him. Then, b
fore saying goodbye in the parking lot, she
edifies this strange American with a lesson
on the Southern Cross. How to find one’s
direction when logt in the desert? “Through
the center stars and four lengths beyond,
then straight down to the horizon issouth.”

Clarks Fork

preservation proposal.

Coal leasing
will hit West
the hardest.

The Committee

an environmental group
that isn't.

0Old Faithful

Whalen to the rescue,

4 ——




