Line Reference Target LRT-BE4-V2

mmxxmm
PHXHXXROUX ¢7 3675

Friday, May 18, 1979

The nation’s hottest spot for cheap solar homes

INSIDE THE MARTIN HOUSE a flagstone floor helps store heat from multifaceted windows.

MacKaye’s reinvasion of nature

galvanized conservation forces

@©@)1979 by Peter Wild

Like a king expanding his domain, in
1905 Gifford Pinchot began sending small
teams around the country to report back on
potential lands for his new Forest Service.

‘The leader of one of these explorations,
young Benton MacKaye (the name rhymes
with sky), just that year had received a
master’s degree in forestry from Harvard
Forest School. Knapsacks strapped to
backs, MacKaye's three-man expeditio-
nary force pushed and pedaled ita bicycles
through New Hampshire’s White Moun-
tains. After a summer of investigating
New England's backyard, the men Te-
ported to Washi that the
range pl.ayed a major role in protecting
New Hampshire's water resources and
thus deserved inclusion in Pinchot’s na-
tional forest system.

Their findings may strike us as obvious
today, but at the turn of the century the
complexities of ecosystems were little
studied and even less understood. Further,
the report represented a wedge for estab-
lishing national forests in the East.

New England’s pristine wildneas was
nearly gone by 1905. The loss was felt

throughout the heavily populated Eastern
United States.

Early conservationigts, often an elite
band of two factions advocating forest or
wildlife reform, had laid the groundwork
for change. But, despite the sense of loss in
New England and West Virginia, the ordi-

He lived “like the Bibli-
cal prophet, off what
the ravens brought.”

nary citizen of the crowded Eastern sea-
board found it difficult to feel a personal
stake in fights to establish a national forest
out among the peaks of the Rockies or to
save egrets offin Florida's gloomy swamps.
Over the years, a third group slowly
ged to fill the paychol 1 gap and
add a new dimension to the conservation
movement — the hiking societies.

REDISCOVERY

The oldest of these, the" Appalachian
Mountain Club, with headquarters in Bos-
ton, was founded in 1876, to be followed by
the Green Mountain Club and the Dart-

tonservation

_pimaar -sériéﬂ

mouth Outing Club. Far more gently than
the first wave of settlement and exploita-
tion, the hiking movement rediscovered

nd. Volunt

the A hinterl
spent weekends and summer hnl:dlyu
axing out trails through the underbrush,
constructing shelters and delivering scien-
tific lectures on their adventures.

“We discover a thing by losing it,” Ben-
ton MacKaye would later observe. What
the hikers, amateur scientists and &pir-
tual seekers soon realized as they escaped
New York City and Boston was that they
were quickly losing the woodlands and
wildlife they were just begmnmg to ap-
preciate.

Thus the hikers saw that to enjoy also
meant to preserve. Yet, while activists in
the nation's capital pored over maps of the
West to set aside huge blocks of real estate
from the public domain as federal forests,

.{continued on page 4

Text and photos by Evan Ravitz

TAOS, NM. — In this county of 22,000
people in northern New Mexico, fire meets
ice — the days are sunny, but the nights
are cool and temperatures dip to 30 below
in winter.

- Traditionally, Taos homes have been
heated by wood, but the stands of scraggly
pinon juniper favored for firewood are re-
ceding before the increased demands of a
burgeoning population. Taos is still one of
the poorest counties in the United States;
the average 1974 income for a family of
four was $3,600. Of necessity, many resi-
dents have turned to an inexpensive alter-
native to wood heat — solar power.

Of the approximately 6,500 homes in the
county, over 160 are solar-heated — close
to2.5 pement,the highest mmmtwn in
the world. Five out of every six solar homes
in Taos are passive — meaning that they
don't use mechanical devices to move the
solar heated air around the house. They
have no expensive pumps or fans to break
dcwnmmihﬂwhmthealechicitygmoﬁ
Rather, passive systems rely on the
natural flow of heat by rad.tut:on conduc-
tion and convection.

A group of solar homes in Taos were the

ﬁrsthummﬂnwunh'ytoqunh&m

t loans g d by the Far-
mers Home Administration. The homes
cost $23 a square foot, including land,
water, an electric hookup and a baseboard
electric heater as a backup. Each of the
home's south walls is mostly glass. A glass
wall costs about what an insulated frame
wall does. Thesun shines in on the concrete
slab floor, which is insulated arcund the
edges, and the concrete block walls, which
are bermed with earth for cheap insula-
tion. The concrete absorbs enough heat on

the homes often reach 80 degrees on a
winter day unless vented, and the resi-
dents must live in direct sun. These houses
operate on a principle solar engineers call
"direct gain” (see sketch).

What are the cheapest and simplest
‘ways to make these honses more comforta-
ble? First, anextra heat storage wallcan be
added between the windows and living
area, sectioning off a hot space, which
makes a perfect greenhouse, and shielding
the living area from direct sun. Windows or
doors in this wall allow' control of convec-
tion from the greenhouse to the house.

THE SHERER HOUSE

it is one of the most succesaful uolnrhnum
(continued on page 6)
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Dear HCN,

In your editorial you list the Rocky Flats
Action Group among “groups that have
been educating our leaders about the dan-
gers of nuclear power.” The actions of the
same group were listed in the energy news
column of the same issue and highlighted
with a photo. Rocky Flats has nothing sig-
nificant to do with nuclear energy, of
course. (Rocky Flats produces triggers for
nuclear weapons.)

1 think that listing this group with the
others in your list is a serious fuzzing of
issues that will be detrimental to the

lution of a bl gy policy and
procedure.

Kent Dannen
Estes Park, Colo.

(Ed. Note: While the Rocky Flats Ac-
tion Group has staged its demonstra-
tions at a nuclear weapons plant, the
group is calling for, among other

an end to nuclear power de-
Velnpmuthlﬂn U.S. and development
of alternative energy sourees.)

SLURRY OPPOBITION
Dear editor,
Inoticed one inaccuracy in Dan Whipple's
recent article on slurry pipelines (4-20-79).

The Wyoming Outdoor Council did oppose
the Energy Transportation Sy Inc.

East E‘om
Snale ountal

by Hannah Hinchman

‘Whiskey Mountain is an 11,000 foot
chunk of uplifted sedimentary rock, part of
the line of foothills that runs along the
eastern side of the Wind River Range,
straight as a breaker on a aa.ndbeach
‘Whiskey M in is
because it juts farther into the valley tham
most of the other foothills. From the top,
with the Continental Divide at your back,
you see 180 degrees of distant horizon, in-

The Absarokas

cluding the entire Wind River Valley.
Whenever I climb Whiskey Mountain 1
end up with the same sense of bewilder-
ment and surprise that I felt while reading
Tkrough the Looking Glass. I don't get
lost; I would say it's impossible to get lost
on such a clearly defined piece of terrain.
But I always stumble on some new dell,
outcropping or exposure that leaves me
wondering what the real nature of the
mountain is. It seems to invent some new

" form for itself each time. I feel sure I will

never again find the depression thick with
geodes or the limestone steps that seemed
to have one pika per square yard. It might
have been one Cheshire Cat pika.

This time it was weather that played the
sleight-of-hand. My friend Dave dressed
for a pleasant spring outing (he's new to the
West) and I came battened down for a bliz-
zard. We got both, and something neither
ofus had dressed for: an interval of deserty
summer heat. Clouds would boil up over
the divide and begin advancing towards us,
but not in any predictable way. Snow veils

would erase corners of our field of vision
until, at one point, we were engulfed in a
cloud with only one, small, colorful window
showing a distant pateh of sunlit valley.

On this journey it seemed to be the ani-
mals’ turn to surprise us rather than vice
versa. As we approached a rocky summit, a
ground storm of rosy finches swept down on
us, but fortunately passed over our heads.
On top, several bighorn rams leaped out, of
a hunk of limestone right in front of Dave.
An amorous blue grouse landed behind us
in the forest and started to boom as if it
meant business. We entered a clearing so
full of singing birds it seemed like the Gar-
den of Eden. They all fell abruptly silent
whenever a squall obscured the sun.

One last blizzard, darkness and a drop in
temperature sent us down the mountain
Tllclimb it again soon, in time to watch the
“old men of the mountain” sunflowers turn
with the sun. I'll also be expecting some-
thing new from Whiskey Mountain’s Pro-
tean personality.

eroding extent still are — effective in
stimulating financial support for high-
sounding coalitions, councils or "Stop the
Something” causes,

But a new season emerges. Its fresh
spring blades of constructive conser-

be free, clean, renewable solar energy. This
saves pipe, power money and preserves our
unique lifestyle.”

Others: "We'll drink to that. Slurry up
for constructive conservatism!”

The influence of the money root, like

hi

vatism are just barely app its flower
1

pipeline in 1974 as special i

legisla-: gt and

ah i hybrid of envir

tion and because of unknown factors, such
as water.

Ilcww—-anlobhylstfurWOClnlm4 d
made those statements,

Bart Koehler
Laramie, Wyo.

NATURE OF THE PLAGUE
Dear editors,

Iliked very much the guest editorial by
Tom Lyon in your April 20 issue. He sums
up, clearly and concisely and bravely, the
nature of the plague that is overrunning
Alaska, our West, and most of the planet.

Edward Abbey
‘Walf Hole, Ariz.

CONSTRUCTIVE CONSERVATISM
Dear HCN, . ~

Like thundershowers that erode a
bentonite-clay hill, TRUTH'S cutting edge
isslowly incising the festers of exaggerated
rlmnne, willful ignorance and intellectual

. These tools are suddenly tired,
old and obvious. Continued reliance on
them will relegate today’s environmental

toy day’s parade of]
fads.
For a time, these tools were — and to an

ic pistils; and, like it
or not, its stable, unseen root is money.

Constructive conservatism can be illus-
trated by a hypothetical cocktail party, as
used by HCN's own slurry expert, Dan
Whipple (HCN 4-6-79, page 3).

The bourbon cocktailer says, "Tm all for
exporting our coal, socioeconomic problems
and pollution problems to those gluttonous
energy eaters of the Arkansas and
Louisiana swamps, but make 'em send
back the water in a recycle pipeline and
sock 'em with severance taxes.”

The scotch cocktailer says, "Export of
‘Wyoming water should be a hideous crime
— like rape. We need every drop of our
‘water to preserve our lofty magical human
heritage.”

The beer drinker says, “Hell, let the rail-

“roads handle it. They haven't killed anyone
in Wyoming anyway since  May 13, 1979,
and that was just an accident.”

“But,” I protest, "it's a’waste of national
resources to build a recycle line, pump
water back 1,400 miles using non-
renewable fossil fuel power to overcome the

internal pipe friction plus an elevation rise

of a mile. Water is a renewable resource

which currently flows out of Wyoming at a
« rate equal to 1,000 pipelines. Much of it

flows past Arkansas and Louisiana to the

Gulf of Mexico. It's better to let Nature

recycle the water in its hydrologic system

a8 snow and rain and let the motive power

is always spreading. The short-
range shoots are the increased costs of in-
flationary delays, redesigns and imported
fuels. (We now import coal for power
plants, too, you know.)

The longer-ranging less visible roots are
lower productivity, poorer efficiency, less
reinvestment capital, less discretionary

] income, and m vy irrespon-
sibility. The inexorable consequence is a
decline in subscriptions, memberships, and
financial contributions for formal en-
vironmental organizations. The "Stop the
Something” crusades will tumble first. In
the eventual shakeout, the survivors will

be those better-managed groups that em-
brace and implement creative constructive
conservatism.

"Do Something” will replace "Stop
Something.” Not overnight, of course.

But, as the new generation emerges from
the gentle rain of introspective searching
and the bright sunshine of a holistic at-
titude encompassing both facts and
philosophy, I hope we can all be content to
hear them say, “Thanks, old man, for show-
ing the way.”

Slurry up!

Frank Odasz,

Rocky Mountain Area Manager,

Energy Transportation Systems Inc.
Member of the National Audubon Society,
The Wilderness Society and the Powder
River Basin Resource Council

Cartoon submitted by Frank Odasz

Water for COaI Slurry
A DROP IN THE BUCKET
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M{y 18, 1879 — High Country Newg%

REALITIES

Gays, Machinists,
Panthers

Some, trying to downplay the signifi-
cance of the event, say there were only
65,000 people in attendance. Others say at
least 125,000. But by anyone's count it was
the largest gathering of protesters on the
Capitol grounds since the Vietnam War
protest.

But it wasn't just the location and the
size of the crowd that gave participants in
the May 6 anti-nuclear rally in Washing-
ton a sense of deja-vu. The whole experi-
ence was like a'Class of 69 reunion.

The anti-draft chants were reworked for
the marchers between the White House
and the capitol: "Hell no, we won't glow!”
"Tweo, four, six, eight—we don't want to
radiate!” The anti-establishment songs
were recycled: Joni Mitehell sang, "You

pave paradise and put up a nuclear hot-

spot.” The symbolic acts were reaffirmed:
Dick Gregory, who also fasted during the
war, vowed to forgo solid food until all nue-
lear plants were shut down. Old costumes
from the anti-war days were dusted off
There was Uncle Sam and the Messenger of
Death still celebrating what is wrong with
Amerika.

Remarkably, it was not just the Clam-
shell Alliance, Friends of the Earth, the
Union of Concerned Scientists and other

s
by Tom Bell

It doesn’t seem possible. There was only
awee gleam ofhope in the beholder's heart
when High Country News was launched
(under its old name, Camping News
Weekly) in May 1969, It was only a dream.
Now, on this 10th anniversary, it forges
ahead, vibrantly alive. In the intervening
years there have been moments of agony
and of rejoicing, of sorrow and of joy, of
sadness and of happiness. There are sure to
be more.

Isit here tonight at the old, round dining
table where I have gathered my thoughts
so often for columns in the past. My life has
an entirely different turn now, so it is dif-
ficult to take up a train of thought that once
motivated every waking moment. But the

traditional anti-nuclear groups carrying
banners and handing out literature. Other
groups, impressed by the lesson of Harris-
burg, rallied to the cause. There were the
Gray Panthers, the International Associa-
tion of Machinists, the Mobilization for
Survival, the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom, and some
representatives of the gay liberation
movement.

The participants clearly were hoping
that the anti-nuclear movement would in-
herit the intensity of the anti-war move-
ment. California Gov. Jerry Brown has
personal reasons for hoping this was the
start of something big; his presidential as-
pirations depend on finding some source of

major unrest to propel him into the White
House, But Brown, who has advocated a
go-slow nuelear policy in his home state
and has stopped just short of advocating a
national no nukes policy, got a cool recep-
tion from the crowd. In fact, some particip-
ants booed him for his stands (or waffles

- and shifts) on non-nuclear issues.

Most didn't appear ready to totally
abandon President Carter. They see him as
sharing blame for the nation’s nuclear pol-
icy with Energy Secretary James
ahlast S

Adled

but read something like this: "We still
want to believe in you, Jimmy, so drop
Schlesinger and his nuclear ways now or
we'll be forced to drop you in 1980.”

There was some talk of Ted Kennedy as
the standard bearer. He was the only
senator invited to address the rally, but he
cooled the erowd’s potential enthusiasm by
refusing to show.

A few days later, anti-nuclear activist
Ralph Nader talked about the possibility of
a third political party to raise the nuclear,
environmental, consumer and civil rights
issues. It was a statement of disenchant-
ment with political leaders in bath parties,
but Nader had no suggestions about who
should head the third party, and he made it
clear he had no interest in the position
himself.

In the days following the rally a few

doors of congressional offices, trying to find
a few more champions. But the bulk of the
protesters goton their buses and went back
to their home towns. If those jubilant pro-
testers don't keep up the clamor in every
congressional district of every state,
Jimmy Carter will have no compelling
reason to dump Schlesinger; the publics
memory of the Three-Mile Island night-
mare will fade; the lesbians and Gray
Panthers will go back to their primary
crusades; and Jerry Brown will have to find
a new, more powerful movement to lead.
Let's hope it's not the pro-nuclear move-

ment.
g Amanda Whitney

small bands of pr ked on the

memories flood back, of good times and
bad, of deadlines and blank pages, of dear
friends near and far— some of whom I have
never met except through the pages of
HCN. And who could forget the adversaries?

There are times, of course, when it still
seems unreal. How is it possible to put
aside something that had become so much
a part of you? [ can say frankly and truth-
fully that it is much like an amputation.
But like an amputated part, which no
longer functions in your life, you quickly
put it out of your mind,

High Country News was conceived out
of need. That need obviously still exists or
the paper would not be alive and well
today. People are concerned with the world
around them. They do have aright to know
how their lives may be changed by what
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across the river, or over the hill or
even a thousand miles away. The realities
ofhow lives are affected quickly come home
in the consequences of a Three Mile Island
incident.

The paper has never had a large circula-
tion. Yet it has had an inordinate influ-
ence in some of the events of these times.
Most of those it reaches are movers and
shakers who are able to influence others.
Politicians and bureaucrats alike have
been goaded into actions during the past 10
years, which are reflected in what is hap-
pening today. Businesses, corporations and
individuals have had to make accommoda-
tions for the concerns and interests of
others. And all because they were alerted
and informed.

The paper can take a certain pride in
what it has been able to do to bring about
change. It has done andsaid things that are
normally impessible for any ional
newspaper to say. And that has been its
strength. That also involves a certain
amount of wisdom and courage. £

1 suppose HCN is a freakish, oddball
curiosity in the eyes of most traditional

journalists. It must be like a bumblebee to
an aerodynamicist — the darn thing isn't
supposed to fly, but it does.

£0o on no matter who is at the helm and who
takes care of the nuts and bolts. They have
been and are loyal to the cause and the
tradition.

‘Honors have come their way, such as the
most recent one by the National Wildlife

deration. And more is sure

The reason it flies is in 1l
the result of staff. The paper has always
been blessed with a tightly-knit, loyal and
dedicated staff. In few other endeavors
could you find people willing to dedicate
themselves s0 unselfishly to such a worthy
cause. It is a high calling.

1am justly proud of the people who have
followed me and the original staff. The
cause is such that the tradition is bound to

to come. I rejoice with them for I know not
only how much work but how much sac-
rifice has gone into each issue.

My deepest thanks to all of you, to staff
and readers alike, for keeping a dream
alive. I thank God for the small part I was
given to play in the continuing drama that
is High Country News. May it live to a
ripe old age.
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MacKaye's reinvasion...

{continued from page 11

parks and wildlife refuges, the approach
would not work in the populous East. There
the government owned little unoccupied
land.

In the East the land would have to be
hmnhthnckhgthemmnmt an ex-
proposal for the time, one that

tion. George Perkins Marsh, Frederick
Law Olmsted, Carl Schurz, and Teddy
Roosevelt had urged society to bring its
demands in line with the limited resources
of the planet. By the 1920s and 1930s an
ecological crisis seemed immi to a sec-

store and town hall — became MacKaye's
ideal for the nation.

Concentrating on his ideas, MacKaye
avoided repeating his father's financial
mistakes by ignoring money matters.
From 1905 until his retirement in 1945, he
worked sporadically for the Forest Service,
Department of Labor, Indian Service, Ten-
nessee Valley Authority and the Rural
E.lectnﬁcahm Administration. He strove

Mumford, “like the Bl’b]wnl prophet, off
what the ravens brought.

It would be a mlstake, however, to
characterize MacKaye solely as a
20th-century, self reliant, New England’
monk. True, his eccentricities amused .
friends, who note that he kept a mood chart
— and that he washed his dishes precisely
at 2:30 p.m., so that the day’s bleakest task
would correspond with the low ebb of his

to open b tic eyes with i

ond generation of planners. Such men as

hes to the probl arising from
industrialization.

cycle. An fear of dogs in
aman who could outgrin a bear in the wilds
caused additional chuckles. A fellow ac-

drew strong criticism. Some Cong,

huffed that they wouldn't spend one penny

from the federal coffers for mere scenery.

Biltﬂawlﬁv:,mnpmdbyﬂmhkmand
d by such

the Daughters of the Ameri luti

garden clube and local chambers of com-
merce, raised such an outcry for saving
America's beauty that in 1911 Congress
passed legislation sponsored by Rep. John
Wingate Weeks of Massachusetts, The
‘Weeks Forest Protection Law laid the basis
fwﬂmlyuemnfp:mrvedhndnhnms-

terners now enjoy. Ironically, b

The quiet harmony of farm, country store and
town hall became MacKaye’s ideal for the na-

tion.

tivist bers: "He would meet our
well-behaved pet with such a purposefully
booming affectionate greeting (Gude
Dawg! Gude Dawg!) that she would slink
away to hide.”

The other side of his personality was a
“warm and generous spirit," marked by
readi for banter and the love of good

Aldo Leopold, Lewis Mumford and Benton
MacKaye not only proposed nationwide
programs of social change but banded inta
organizations to carry them out. As MacK-

nhmhlﬂlaftmchnftheEntalmst.

rthless for the
land was cheap.

THE APPLACHIAN TRAIL

Despite their effectiveness, for the most
part hiking clubs remained local organiza-
tions striving to protect nearby natural
treasures. To nmam momentum with
C to gain p ity from 1

aye described the needed shift of perspec-
tive: "Our early settlers first planted civili-
zation by inroads of population through the
forest; we today, in order to restore civiliza-
tion, must develop forest inroads.”
MacKaye's Appalachian Trail, then, was
only one element in a scheme to launch a
“counterinvasion” against free-wheeling
industriglization. His goal was nothing
less than to rescue America.

“Bah,” protested "the Father of the Ap-

magazines and maintain public interest,
the movement needed a wide appeal and a
specific national goal. This was provided by
Benton MacKaye.
Musing over a map of the new preserves,
noted their location along the
crest of the East’s spine, the rolling Ap-
palachian Mountains within relatively
easy access for city residents. Local hikers
had established trails over some portions.
Why not, he asked himself, connect the sec-
tions already built and extend them
through new territory to create the

nation’s first hiking trail on a truly grand
scale?

The public was ripe for the idea wlun
MacKaye published "An Appalachian
Trail: A Project in Regional Planning” in
the October 1921 issue of the Journal of
the American Institute of Architects.
Within a year, Boy Scouts finished the first
official section over New York's Bear
Mountain. By 1937 the world's longest de-
signated path was complete. Enjoyed by
millions of people since then, the trail be-
gins on Mt. Katahdin in Maine, winds
thrmgh 14 states and ends 2, 031 ml]as to

b h on Georgia'sSpri "

lachian Trail” to the promptings of one
interviewer a few years before his death in
1975, "my personal life isn't important. I
am interested in ideas.” The wily Yankee
didn’t like to discuss the upbringing that
shaped his thinking far more than he was
willing to admit.

His father, Steele MacKaye, enjoyed a
reputation as one of the country’s leading
actors and playwrights. A schoolmate of
novelist Henry James and painter Wins-
low Homer, he ran away from his wealthy
pnmnhatagel{kuludyanm?nm His

career, highlightod
byﬁwabzi:ty togamble - and lose — huge
sums of money on grandiose plans, titil-
lated Victorian society. Philosopher Wil-
liam James remembered Steele MacKaye
as “effervescing with incoordinated
romantic ideas of every description.” The
actor, still pursuing his elusive dreams,
died of nervous exhaustion in Timpas,
Colo.

Son Benton determined to avoid such pit-
falls. His life proved to be a modified and
mare controlled version of the eccen-
tricities that accompanied his father’s orig-
inality. MacKaye scholar Paul T. Bryant

The Appalachian Trail represents a

of conservation awareness in

the East, and it remains a focus for outdoor

pleasures as well as a rallying point. Qver
the years, droves of desk-bound vol

the influence: "Young Benton
early reacted against the mercurial im-
practicality of his idealistic father, but he
absorbed his father's vision of improving
hu.mm msty The result for Benton was

from Eastern cities have gladly broken the
urban pace with backpacking holidays and
stints on maintenance crews. And these
same men and women have felt personally
aﬁ"mnted whenever subdivisions and

freeways th d their out-
duor bailiwick. They have written
ds of letters to Cong and

turned out en masse at public meetings to
protect the forests of the Appalachian
Trail. As David Brower of Friends of the
Earth puts it, the hiking movement has
“built battalions of peaple wh cpre. With-
out those people, there might have been no
solitude at all.”

RESCUE AMERICA
But what about the second half of
MacKaye's 1921 proposal, “A Project in
Regional Planning”? It would add, be-~
latedly, aﬁuﬁh&mﬁm

an E lism grounded in a
Thoreauvian appreciation of practical
ways and means.”

THE VILLAGE IDEAL

Born in 1879 in Stamford, Conn., Benton
spent his first decade tailing his actor
father from city to city. But eventually the
MacKayes made Shirley Center, Mags, —
located only 20 miles from Walden Pond

and Thoreau's famous bean patch — a -

home base for the family. It was a
rural New England town, one

. Young MacKaye,
like Olmsted in his boyhood, spent free
time exploring the fields and mountains

surrounding his'home. And, as was also *

true of Olmsted, the syntheses of commun-
ity and rural life in the New England vil-
lage — the quiet harmony of farm, country

At times — as when the Forest Service
consented to the country’s first wilderness
area in 1924, or later when President
Franklin Roosevelt implemented plans to
rehabilitate both the people and the lands
of Appalachia through the TVA — the gov-
ermnment seemed to be listening to such
thinkers as MacKaye. However, in general
government agencies seemed unable to
make the leaps in imagination necessary to
come to grips with new problems. In
MacKaye's view, federal programs reacted
to, rather than anticipated, crises. Despite
the government's efforts, cities deterior-
ated, the automobile proliferated, and pre.
cious cropland continued to blow away in
the Dust Bowl.

MacKaye took the course of many
prophetsrejectedin their own time. Period-
ically rebuffed and discouraged during his
stints with the government, he withdrew to
rural Shirley Center. There, surrounded by
a helter-skelter of notebooks and clippings

.in his ghabby Victorian home, he thought

and wrote, ever hopeful as he refined his
plans to shape America’s future. As to
everyday needs, he drew on his savings
and, when these ran low, he lived, aceord-
ing to fellow planner and friend Lewis

BELOW: BENTON MACKAYE (at
right) with other founders of the Wil-
derness Society. From left: Bernard
Frank, Harvey Broome and Bob Mar-
shall.
Photo by Mable Abercrombie Mansfield,
courtesy of The Living Wilderness

food and drink shared with companions.
Out on backpacking trips, MacKaye led the
singing — and dancing — around the
campfire. The little band of planners with
which he associated could break out of its
serious thinking with unpredictable ebul-
lience. An official of the TVA recalls, "We
once danced ‘Little Old Log Cabin in the
Lane' on the passenger platform of the
Southern Railway station in Knoxville

Photo by Harvey Broome,
courtesy of the Living Wilderness
BENTON MACKAYE
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while waiting to see Benton off on one of his
infrequent trips to Washington.” Cer-
tainly, much of the energy came from
frustration; but the joie de vivre also arose
from the group’s planning for a future just
possibly made brighter through its efforts.

POSTWAR SHIVERS

A German, Oswald Spengler, had caused
a shiver to run through Western civiliza-
tion with his Der Untergang des
Abendlandes (The Decline of the West).
World War One was finishing its parox-
ysms, and many intellectuals, sharing lit-
tle of the faith that the conflict had ended
all wars, believed the book’s main thesis —
that like years passing through their sea-
sons, all civilizations go through the sequ-
ence of spring, summer, autumn and
winter, According to the book, the Western
world was in its winter, its death throes.
Spengler pointed to one symptom of the
slow demise: overgrown, unmanageable
cities. He noted the history of ancient Rome
and Carthage and the deuay of modern
metropolises. The comparison seemed to
confirm his gloomy conclusion.

Basically, MacKaye agreed with

BENTON MACKAYE

Spengler’s analysis, as far as it went. Mac-
Kaye, however, held out hope. If a society
could understand the reasons for the ener-
vation, it could then act on the knowledge
to short-eircuit the eyele and begin the pro-

perity and freedom of choice. In
by the turn of the century the nation had
struck out on a radical ad e, shifting

1 o st ¥ L
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from arural to an urban society to be domi-
nated by the automobile.
The New Englander foresaw the "wil-

“We discover a thing by
losing i

cess of rebirth. The causes, perceived
neither by Rome or Carthage — nor by
present-day New York or London — stem-
med from abuse of the environment, accel-
erated in the 20th century by modern tech-
nology.

As with enwmnmental:six before and
since, MacKaye saw technology as neither
good nor bad in itself. The problems arose
from its misuse and overuse — "How at
once to do and not to overdo?” as he suc-
cinctly put it.

One might look on MacKaye as a
traditionalist rather than a radical. He
wanted to defend the traditional American

derness of civilization” and the “slum of

ce.” In r i to the
govem.mants blindness to the coming
crises, in !.923 MmKnye Jomed,tha Reg
ional Pl

ther, while nﬂermgmubw recreation

rocosm of Shirley Center and asserted,
when few were listening, that when cities
grow beyond a certain point they defeat
their purposes. They lose the sense of com-

“group of insurgents.” _meg in or near

New York City, the innovative "architects”

and planners, builders and rebuilders,” as

munity ial for smooth functioning
and individual happiness. Partly to limit
their spread, p-rl]y to enhance their envi-

they called themselves, pondered how the
nation might substitute "harmonious bal-
ance” for the recent "blind creation” of an
urban America. Stimulated by his fellow
thinkers, in 50 years of writing articles and
books particularly The New
Exploration (1928) and From Geog-
raphy to Geotechnics (1968) MacKaye
outlined how the developing country could
reverse the trend. It could, if it chose, re-

mmie.l ‘an u.nshaperl and cacophonous en-

t into a h d and well-

values of the pastoral dream — open space,
social and environmental diversity, the

abundance of resources resulting in pros-

“wild lands form a nation’s basic

ordered one.”

Yankee simplicity and practicality
typified MacKaye's thinking. In essence it
called for keeping wilderness and technol-
ogy separate, so that society could enjoy the
advantages of both. A founder of The Wil-
derness Society, its president for five years
(1945-1950), and a member of its governing
couneil for 17, MacKaye maintained that

" of nature, he
saw the niulc:ty as a wheel. A greenbelt
formed its outer rim, beyond which it could
not expand, while roads radiating from its
hub preserved natural, park-like spaces
along their right-of-ways.

Roads in fact were one of the chief vil-
lains. The proliferation of the "gasoline
locomotive,” with the attendant spread of
“motor slums” into the countryside was "a
curse,” and it set MacKaye's teeth on edge.
He praised the example of Radburn, N.J.,
"a new kind of city — a town deliberately
built for the motor age” by MacKaye's as-
sociates, one which took its cue from
Olmsted’s Riverside, 1., built decades be-
fore, Typically, main roads passed through
cities, creating environments of noise, con-
gestion, pellution and danger. Radburn

preserved tranquility by confining through
traffic to through avenues; dcad end
streets in resi

both economically and spiritually. 'I'h\u
he drew up maps designating additional
mountain ranges and river systems that
should be preserved. These would protect
the timber and watershed treasures on
which city life depends. They would form

wedges between urban areas, limiting the

unmanageable spread of cities one into

unwanted traffic. an:\‘hatMacKau’ema
horse-and-buggy primitivist. He simply
wanted to keep the machine in its place. As
he saw it, the automobile was built for
speed, and he appreciated the advantage.
He advocated motorways placed outside
population centers, designed with limited
access, overpasses and centralized
facilities for motorists — in other words,

Fr

courteay
BELOW: THE HIKING SOCIETIES
added a new dimension to the con-
servation movement. Benton MacK-
aye (in the foreground with a knap-
sack) helped give them wide appeal
and a national goal.

"This is not utopia,” insisted the crusty,
impatient Yankee, “merely intelligence,
effectively applied” However, MacKaye
had his blind spots. His visions of organie,
sensible growth all but ignored the
realities of population increase — from 50
million to over 200 million in his own
lifetime. That fact alone would have made
any plan, no matter how intelligent, dif-
ficult to carry out. He didn't foresee that
massive use of the automobile would make
the word “freeway” mearly synonymous
with urban blight. And lastly, his designs
didn’t take into account the psychology and
politics of a nation that traditionally

the short-term economic advantage
of the individual before the long-term wel-
fare of all.

Yet as far back as the 1920s “The Father
of the Appalachian Trail” was suggesting
solutions to the problems that now plague
the muntry Though not carried out as he
env d, his ls have Ited in
some major gains. One of the first to prop-
ose a mldemm bill, he lived to see the

W system b areal
ity decades later in 1964. Activists have
expanded his idea for the Appalachian
Trail into the National Trails System Act,
passed in 1968. Insisting with Thoreau
that man is "rooted squarely in the earth,”
he urged massive preservation, suggesting
for instance that ecological study areas

of the conti s natural
diversity be set agide for the future — a
proposal yet to be carried out.

As to MacKaye's farsighted approaches
to today's gnawing problems, the
‘Washington Post says: “Throughout his
life, Benton MacKaye's thoughts have run
ahead of his time. Had the postwar explo-
sion of cities been guided by his principles,
we would have a finer, more habitable
country; we would have been spared the
cost and uglinese of urban sprawl; and we
should have a less burdensome task of re-
building our cities.”
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MULTIFACETED WINDOWS in the Martin house provide a spectacular

view — and a more even heat gain throughout the day than would a bank of

south-facing windows.

Nation'’s hottest spot...

(continued from page 1)

in Tags. The Sherer storage wall is made of
one-foot-thick welded steel tanks contain-
ing water. The south sides of the tanks are
painted black to absorb the sunlight. The
light striking the tank is absorbed as heat
and transferred to the water within. Be-
cause water heated on the sunny side of the
tank mixes readily with the cooler water, a
water wall can absorb heat faster than a
masonry wall. Water also holds more heat
per pound than masonry.

The Sherer home cost $30 a square foot
and is over 95 percent solar heated.

Multifaceted windows are another way
to temper solar homes. Instead of pointing
all the windows at the blazing noonday

when the house is coolest, and some toward
the sunset, to keep the house from cooling
prematurely.

A study prepared for The Architects of
‘Taos shows that in winter, southeast and
southwest facing windows gather about 70
percent of the heat per day that a south-
facing window would. But they collect the
heat at a cooler time of day, when it is
needed.

THE MARTIN HOUSE

Several round houses in Taos provide

this advantage, as well as spectacular -

views. The Martin house uses adobe walls
and a fl floor to store heat from

Sun, some are d toward the

a. appropriate technology

b. a good view of what's ahead
€. an anniversary

d. opportunity to enjoy na
e. all of the above

_ (answer belaw)

What does High Country News
have in common with this cycle?

adjustments appeared in 1876—the of
changeable speeds for cycles.

multifaceted windows. In the shadowed
parts of the home, frame walls and a con-
crete slab floor over one inch of styrofoam
insulation were used, The home cost $16,70
a square foot for materials — and untold
labor. About 80 percent of the home's heat
is provided by the sun.

THE LOBB HOUSE

The Lobb house uses multifaceted win-
dows on a series of levels contoured to the
land. Light and shadow play across the
rooms of the house, providing a variety of
temperatures and atmospheres that differ
every day of the year. A massive adobe
fireplace absorbs some sunlight, as does
the masonry and dirt in the greenhouse
area. The home cost about $10 a square foot
for materials and is about 80 percent
solar-heated.

THE DAVIS HOUSE

Even some cold, old adobe homes in Taocs
have been adapted to make better use of
the sun. At the Davis house, fiberglasson a
2 x 4 frame wall sealed over the adobe
serves as a Trombe wall (see sketch). This
traps heat which is stored in the adobe.
Vente are broken through the adobe at the
bottom and the top of the air space, allow-
ing control over convective heat.

Triangular clerestory windows on the
roof work better than a horizontal skylight

because they directly face the low winter in

sun. They are covered with insulation at
night.

Some of the windows in the background
are angled from the southwest wall to-
wards the southern sun. The north wall has
been insulated on the outside, turning the
old adobe wall from a heat-leaking liability
to a heat-storing asset. The house is about
70 percent solar-heated.

The Taos area also has homes with: a
$50-dollar solar hot water heating system;
cheap, insulative "pumice-crete” walls,
made of a mixture of concrete and pumice;
cheaper, heat-storing dirt-filled tire walls;
and solar outhouses.

These and other experiences in Taos
show that a solar house need be no more
expensive than a conventional house.
Many Taos residents have found that solar
greenhouses provide cheap edibles, as well
as space heating and a humidified,
oxygen-rich atmosphere. They've deter-
mined that water walls are probably the
most effici and simpl age sys-
tems and that multifaceted windows pro-
vide a more even heat gain throughout the
day than huge south-facing windows.

SHERER JIOUSE.

able windows

“vents at top and bartem of 1 3
Gtorage wal parmit ﬂmu?gl '?'rarmu-
circutation patiern.

They've learned that a solar hot water sys-
tem in a greenh will be iderably
cheaper than one outside because it won't
need freeze protection.

More information is available from the
Taos Solar Energy Association, Box 2334,
Taos, N.M. 87571. Please enclose one dol-
lar with a request for information.

Evan Ravitz has worked for the Ar-
chitects of Taos and has designed and
helped build several solar homes. In early
1978 he surveyed 140 solar buildings
within a 35 mile radius of Taos for the New
Mexico and Taos solar energy associations.
He now lives in Boulder, Colo.

High Country News first appeared 10 years ago. Since then,
HCN's news coverage has kept expanding to bring you the latest
devel in envir 1 pre ion and degradation. From

hig'h gear hotlines on nuclear power, Alaska wilderness, appropriate

hnology and thr poll to leisurely in-depth features
and book reviews, HCN keeps you up to date with the pace of change
in the West.

HCN also shows you wildlife and natural wonders up close in its
photo spreads and stories. You find out why the future of the colum-
bine is precarious and how the peregrine falcon may be making a

comeback. :
So get in gear—subscribe to High Country News and keep your
wheels turning.
—— Enclosed is $12 for 1 year (25 issues),
——— Also, here is a non-tax deductible birthday contribution.
.
Address
City, State & Zip

Send to: HCN, Box K, Lander WY 82520.
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by John Chancellor, Viking Press, New
York, 1978. $17.95, cloth, 224 pages. II-
lustrations.

Review by Peter Wild

‘When naturalist John Burroughs first
opened The Birds of America (1838), he

“took fire at once. It was like bringing to-
gether fire and powder.” Thoreau counted
Ornithological Biography(1839) among
his most cherished reading, calling it “a
thrill of delight.” Together with The
Quadrupeds of North America (1848),
these works of John James Audubon
created a standard of American wildlife

drawing that has yet to be surpassed for ita
influence and lavish artistry.
The drama of Audubon’s watercolors
fired more than a small group of early
lists and conservationists, The Na-
tional Audubon Society, one of the oldest
and most determined environmental or-
ganizations, bears the name of the artist
and writer who helped move the nation
toward appreciation of its natural treas-
ures.
The 18th Century lauded Audubon as a

May 18, 1879 — High Country News-T

his passion for wandering up and

down the Ohio and issippi rivers —
and later through Labrador, Florida and
the American West — painting bird life.
To add to his troubles, fellow artists and
naturalists recognized the genius of his
work — and rebuffed Audubon out of
Jjealousy. Hoping to put his life in order, the
bankrupt artist set off at the age of 35 for

kind of woodland genius, the bright pro-
duct of the American frontier, However, in
the words of his latest biographer, for all
his talent, the watercolorist was no
"latter-day St. Francis of Assisi” — no
saint either in his dealings with his fel-
lowmen or with the creatures he so bril-

mystery to his life by claiming parentage
from no less than Louis XVI and Marie
Antoinette. :

He was indeed a dreamer — if not at
times an outright liar — and for much of
his life remained ineffective on both scores.
Seeking his fortune in America, he played
the role of the dandy, wearing "satin
pumps and silk breeches.” In 1808 the fu-

Frnoland d dtofind a publisher for
hisd Like many an A wri-

and artist before and since, Audubon
found the English eager to be titillated by
exaggerated accounts of life in the wilds.
He proved himself an able showman.
Wearing a wolfskin coat and his hair in
“frontier ringlets,” Audubon guickly be-

venomous, entwined my limbe, while vul-
tures, lean and ravenous, looked on."

It perhaps was a necessary scam, given
the circumstances, which linked renown
with publication. But to his credit, once
launched on his publishing career Audu-

ture artist married Lucy Bal , the
daughter of a Pennsylvania landowner.
The following years saw Lucy's dowry run-
ning through Audubon's fingers as his
many business ventures in the Ohio River
Valley failed.

A womanizer when opportunities pre-
sented themselves, he also abused the con-
fidence and funds of associates. In Eng-
land, John Keats dida't marry Fanny
Brawne because his brother George unlue-
kily invested the poet’s money in
Audubon’s ill-fated scheme to build a
At.one point he had to discontinue his jour-
nal for lack of money to buy & notebook.
Simply put, he was too lazy and undiscip-
lined to be a businessman. Instead, he in-

Public Grazing Lands

by William Voigt, Jr., Rutgers Univer-
sity Press, 1076, $19.05
*  Review by Bernard Shanks
Department of Forestry and Outdoor
Recreation *
Utah State University

Two facts are striking about livestock
grazing on the public lands. First, more
acreage is impacted by it than by ariy other
use, Second, management and policies
have been directed by one region, the West.
Historically, the few politicians and
stockmen who influenced range policy ig-
nored not only other public land uses but
often declining range and soil conditions.

A current account of grazing policy is
needed. Those that exist are outdated or
incomplete. Unfortunately, William Voigt,
Jr. misses the opportunity to place lives-
tock grazing in a historic perspective and
give a comprehensive modern view of pub-
lic land grazing in this book. While Voigt
looks closely at the Western livestock in-
dustry and particularly the Forest Service
management during the 1940s and 1950s,
he doesn’t pay enough attention to Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) grazing
policies. For example, the important
1952-1976 timeframe of BLM manage-
ment is covered in only two pages. Also, the
lengthy and expensive book fails to discuss
what is known about grazing impacts on
forestry, wildlife, w hed, and other

this important legislation is not discussed.
Numerous landmark grazing issues, most
‘notably the Natural Resources Defense
Council's settlement with BLM, are ig-
nored. The settlement requires BLM to
issue 212 environmental impact state-
ments over 13 years and has literally re-
volutionized BLM range planning.

Unfortunately, Voigt also fails to com:
ment on other agencies’ grazing policies.
Over 30 National Park Service areas have
substantial livestock grazing. In some
areas, such as Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument, the impact on park values has
been severe. The National Wildlife Refuge
System also has grazing problems that are
not mentioned in the book. Such areas as
Charles M. Russell Wildlife Range and
Charles Sheldon and Grey's Lake Refuges
have livestock grazing that has been di-
rectly in conflict with wildlife resources.

What Public Grazing Lands does well
isdetail the attempted "land grab” by a few
stockmen in the 1940s and 1950s. A minor-
ity of stockmen proposed to buy the public
grazing lands at prices ranging from 9
cents to $2.80 per acre. Terms would have
been favorable. The stockmen would have
30 years to pay and a-1.5% interest rate,
Voigt, a veteran conservationist and bat-
tler for the public lands, details the land
grab account well. He deserves credit for
insisting that all stock do not wear

public land values, although this is a prob-

lem central to livestock grazing policy.
Public Grazing Lands was finished

prior to the BLM Organic Act of 1976 so

black hats and accurately portrays the
takeover as an:attempt by a few individu-
als.

His account of political pressure on fed-

bon drove himself, buoyed with creativity,
to lete the d ing of Ameri
wildlife on & grand scale. Often he worked
ily from four in the morning to eleven
at night. "I have laboured like a cart Horse
for the last 30 years on a Single Work,” he
said looking back on his landmark efforts,

Readers who wish a detailed account of
the artist’s life might turn to Francis
Herrick’s Aud the Naturalist, the

dard-biography, published in 1938,
However, this new work by John Chancel-
lor, splendidly printed and graced with il-
lustrations from the times, offers a delight-
fuul but shorter excursion through the life of
one of wild America’s most colorful figures.
The price is high, but well worth the many

full-pag f Audubon’s birds.

eral employes is also good. Most insightful
are the case studies of Forest Service emp-
loyes banished to meaningless jobs for
their efforts at reforming grazing man-
agement. Voigt's accounts of Earl Sandvig
and others contain useful lessons for

today’s en list dealing with fed-

ing advisory boards in Politics and Grass
is mot cited.
Voigt states that he can’t believe that
Nevada’s reactionary Pat McCarren pur-
set out to weaken the BLM in the
1940s. Again McCarren's intention to 1
exactly that is detailed in Louise Peffc 3
Closing of the Public Domain, a classic
study of Western political influence over
public land management.
After discussing the land grab era, Voigt

eral land management agencies. Threat of
reprisal is very real to federal employes.
ﬁeygrenotﬁred.]nstaadﬂwymseflth

that "the Western public lands
seem safely national” and suggests the
move to take over federal lands died out in
the 1960s. However, a drive through rural

Jjobs or unds

Most shocking to the uninitiated is the
Sl e

their
Gt i laty
to politics.
Unfortunately, this narrow but worth-
while account of grazi d

Nevada, or Utah, or Idaho will reveal
bumper stickers advocating the citizens'
"right to their lands” (i.e., federal

lands). Nevada's influential congressman,
James Santini (D), has sought to transfer
substantial portions of Nevada's federal
land to state and private ownership, The

ing and immediately after World War II is
matred by the author’s personal com-
ments, digressions, and speculations. The
author has relied on relatively few historic .

answer his own questions. For example, he
wrote of Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes,
"I suspect Ickes did not like the Taylor
grazing bill.” Evidence is available in
Ickes’ lengthy diaries as to what he did
think of the legislation.

Another example is the author's descrip-
tion of BLM grazing advisory board opera-
tions. Voigt's description is inferred from
indirect ional hearing testimony.
Yet Phillip Foss's excellent aceount of graz-

to transfer Western lands out of
federal ownership is hardly dead, nor will
itdie as long as the outstanding wilderness
and desert lands in the Great Basin and
other remote areas of the West remain vir-

For those who want some perspectiveson
public grazing policies, this book is useful.
Today's environmentalist would benefit
from ing how earlier important
issues were faced by an earlier generation.
But for more information, the old studies of
Politics and Grass, Closing of the Pub-
lic Domain, and Paul Gate's massive
History of Public Land Law Develop.
ment remain the best.
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- Powell's 1871 exploratory expedition,
- described one of the rapids of the

Green River in northwest Colorado.

. Now part of Dinosaur National .
Monument on the Colorado-Utah bor-

der, these rapids in the Canyon of Lo-
dore present today's river runners
with the same thrilling challenges
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In 1838 a trapper from St. Louis
Denis Julien, made the trip and left
initials in bold block letters half a foot
‘high on the walls of Whirlpool Canyon,

 of the day, "The
" by Romantic poet

n  Robert Southey. Many of the place

names in the canyon — such as Disas-

~ ter Falls, Rippling Brook, CIiff of the
- Harp, and Hell’s Half Mile — reflect
- experiences vividly described in their

subsequent accounts of the journey.
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thought that they had a manifest de-
stiny to occupy the land from one
ocean to the other. Perhaps the modern
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WOMEN'S BLANKETS, NAVAHO

Uranium mining sacrilege to Indian protesters

by Dede Feldman

MT. TAYLOR, NM. — About 500 In-
dians and others gathered here at the end
of April near one of the most promising
uranium fields in the country to protest
uranium mining and milling on Indian
land

The peaceful meeting, organized by In-
dian groups in New Mexico, focused on the
spmkunl lmphut.mna of -uranium de-

1 it and kers from the
Navajo, Hopi and Lakota tribes. Dr. Helen
Caldi a Boston pediatrician; Nobel
Laureate George Wald; and a representa-
tive of the Black Hills Alliance, a group
fighting uranium mining in South Dakota,
also addressed the group.

Over 50 percent of the nation’s uranium
lies beneath Indian land. While tribal
leaders have been convineed by the Bureau
of Indian Affairs to lease their land for
uranium, the meeting was an indication
thatothers in the tribes regret those leases.

The scene of the protest was Mt. Taylor,
which lies at the heart of the Grants
uranjum belt, It is a 11,000-foot extinct
volum that both Navajos and surround-

ing Pueblos regard with reverence_But Mt.
Taylor holds something besides religious
significance — 100 million pounds of
uranium that Gulf Oil Corp. has been try-
ing to unearth for over five years now. Gulf
has drilled two of the largest and deepest
mine lhlﬂ-l in the country and spent over

Big Mountain on Black Mesa in Arizona.

Another Navajo elder, medicine man
John Smith, sounded a common theme of
the protest. "Our elders have taught us
that when you push nature,” he said, "the
balance changes and she will fight back.”
Gulf officials say that Navajo officials
never brought it to their attention that a
sacred mountain might be desecrated by
development.

“We respect the traditional beliefs of Na-
tive Americans. We hope that our tempor-
ary use of the land will not be seen as a
sacrilege but rather as a limited distur-

“Our elders have taught
us that when you push
nature, the balance
¢hanges and she will
fight back.”

provide for our families,” said Raymond
Keeswood, a former uranium miner from
the Shiprock area. "But,” he added, "mat-
erial things begin to dwindle after a few
years, and there’s a lot of human suffering
associated with mining. I have had friends
who have died because of the mining, and I
have seen Navajo widows eking out a liv-
ing, holding out their handsand begging.”

“"We're not getting rich off of uranium,”
Raymond Arviso, a Navajo rancher from
Crownpoint, N.M., told the crowd. "Our

-water continues to flow out of the mines.

Our safety and that of our livestock is
threatened. Once the jobs are gone, there
ism't anything left for the Navajos to do.”

Arviso pointed to uranium mill tailings
as a sign of the arrogance of companies like
Kerr-McGee, United Nuclear, Anaconda,
Sohio and Mobil.

Tailings — or the dust-like waste mater-
ial left after the yellowecake (pure uranium
oxide) is milled out of the raw ore — have
become one of the state of New Mexico's
biggest environmental problems. Sixty
million tons of waste material have been
left uncovered at 10 sites on or near Indian
land in New Mexico.

The tailings contain 60 to 75 percent of
the uranium’s original radioactivity,
mostly in the form of radon gas and
thorium. A member of the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission has called tailings

*ﬁm&:ei:eginning,wehadkmwlodg\e bance ﬂemgned to help alleviate this
of this in from our grandp nation’s on foreign
We use the turqubise and other stones from  energy sources.”

the mountain for our eeremonies, and we
want our young people to learn about the
sacred mountains, too,” Navajo elder Key
Shay told the crowd in his native tongue.
Shay was one of a group of 20 Navajos who
walked for six days to the gathering from

Another problem mentioned by two
Navajo miners at the rally was the trade-
off between health and money.

“Uranium mining has been part of the
Navajo people for some time now — be-
cause it has provided jobs and a means to

ABOUT 500 Indians and others
and milling on Indian land.

“the d it contribution to radiation
exposure from the nuclear fuel cycle.”

The greatest hazards from the tailings
are that the radioactive elements in the
piles will leach into the surface or ground
water or be blown into the lungs of nearby
residents. Although Congress recently
passed a bill providingfor federal cleanup
of abandoned tailings piles, in New Mexico
most tailings are still uncovered.

e .
Photo by Dede Feldman

h in New Mexico at the end of April to protest uranium mining

Hot Line

REGIONAL DISPUTE? Sen. Robert C.
Byrd (D-W.Va.) and several other Eastern
and Midwestern senators recently tried to
convince President Carter that the sulfur
dioxide standard for new power plants
should not be strengthened. The senators
argued that if the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency lowers the standard as prop-
oged, it would preclude the use of almost all
of the high sulfur coal reserves in Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, west Kentucky and north-
ern West Virginia. EPA Administrator
Douglas Costle is wavering as a result of
the pressure, according to the Wall Street
Journal. Environmentalists argue that
high sulfur coal could meet the standard if
an efficient scrubber were used. They say
the weaker standard would add signific-
antly to pollution, and if it is implemented,
they will sue.

RENEWED COAL LEASING. Federal
coal leasing could be resumed in 1980 if
Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus deter-
mines this spring that additional leasing is
necessary to meet the nation’s needs. The
coal would be leased under one of the coal
leasing program options described in a re-
cently released environmental statement.
The document is being reviewed by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency during
May, after which Andrus will make the
final decision. Copies of the Final Federal
Coal Management Program Environmen-
tal Statement are available from state
Bureau of Land Management offices and
from the Office of Public Affairs, BLM,
Room 5623, 18th and C Streets, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20240

THREE MILE TOURISTS.
Pennsylvania’s Commerce Secretary
James Bodine says the Three Mile Island
nuclear accident may boost the state's
touristindustry. "I think Three Mile Island
is becoming a tourist attraction of its own,”
says Bodine. He says coverage of the inei-
dent has put the area on the map and "visi-
bility is the name of the game when it
comes to the travel business.”

CONSERVATIVE HITCHHIKERS.
The San Francisco suburb of Novato,
Calif., is trying to save energy by encourag-
ing safe hitchhiking. The project registers
commuters through a screening process.
Both drivers and hitchhikers display code
letters for their destinations, which helps
them find each other along specified
routes. The program's staff says that if
commuters hitchhiked only two times each
week they could save $1,000 a year.

GAS SHORTAGE ADDS SMOG. Sur-
prisingly, air quality has decreased along
with the gas supplies in Southern Califor-
nia, even though fewer cars are on the
roads. Two practices brought on by the gas
shortage may be responsible for the poor
air, saye a Los Angeles Times staff wri-
ter. First, cars which sit in long gas lines
with their engines running emit high con-
centrations of carbon monoxide. Second,
many people who should be buying un-
leaded gasoline are purchasing leaded
gasoline, which is cheaper and more abun-
dant. About five tanks of leaded gasoline
ruin the emissions device on most new-
model cars, the catalytic converter,
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Feds defend the poor against rising energy bills|

by Sara Hunter-Wiles

Stories of the elderly poor, freezing to
death because their utilities are cut off are
in the news each winter. Now, the elderly,
the poor, and those on fixed incomes can
protest what they consider unfair utility
policies ‘and rate increases — at federal

expense.

The Energy Advocacy Program is a
newly funded federal project aimed at help-
ing elderly and low-income people reduce
energy costs. With funding from the Com-
munity Services Administration, the
Community Action Agencies Association
has established an advoeacy office in each
state in Region VIII — Montana, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming and
Colorado. Similar offices have been estab-
lished in most other states.

State Energy Advocacy Programs have
organized coalitions of people most affected
by the rising cost of energy — senior citi-
zens organizations, community action
agencies, weatherization policy commit-
tees, legal aide offices and other public and
private consumer groups. The coalitions
are promoting legislation that would re-
duce energy impact and energy costs, in-
tervening at Public Service Commission
hearings on utility rate increases and push-
ing for the development of low-cost energy
alternatives. In addition, the coalitions in
several states are encouraging the forma-
tion of state offices of counsel,

Photo by Sara Hunter-Wiles
BRUCE COLE, attor-
ney for the Wyoming
Advocacy Coalition,
consults with Lorraine
Beall of the Riverton
Senior Citizens Organi-
zation at a rate hearing
in Riverton.

rate increases at a Public Service Commis-
sion hearing in Riverton, Wyo. The hear-
ing was requested by State Rep. John Vin-
ich (D), who was supported by the state
coalition,

"We participated in the hearing because
this is the only way we know to help the
people who can't pay” said Kathy Shippen
of Wyoming Senior Citizens, Inc., a
member of the Wyoming Energy Advocacy
Coalition, "Therate i affect senior

which would give consumers, especially
those who cannot afford to pay for private
counsel, a voice in energy policies.

Funding for the offices of consumer
counsel is available from the Department
of Energy, but so far Idaho and New Mexico
are the only Western states that have used
it. Montana and Utah have both estab-
lished state-funded offices, however.

State energy advocacy coalitions have
already begun to intervene in utility rate
increase hearings. In March, the Wyoming
Energy Advocacy Coalition protested gas

citizens and those on fixed incomes — it
hurts them badly. There is no organization
in Wyoming other than the Coalition
which can intervene this effectively, at
least until a consumer counsel office is es-
tablished.”

Energy companies have full-time attar-
neys to present their case to the Public
Service Commission. Under the Energy
‘Advocacy Program, there are, for the first
time, resources available for similar rep-
T tation for the 's point of
view, according to Lorna Wilkes, coor-

dinator of the Wyoming Energy Advocacy
Coalition.

In January at its first meeting the advo-
cacy program's regional low-income advis-
ory board drafted a policy stat: it

what he can to conserve or is too poor ta buy
storm windows or insulate his home. Be-
cause the market has always been control-
led by the govemment, you cannot just

ddenly take away all and expect

sup-
porting the development of energy from
sources such as the sun, wind and biomass.
The board said, “Solar power is the only
reasonable way to deliver the low-income
person out of the poverty cycle.”

Given this mandate, the Regional
Energy Advecacy Program staff says it
"will seek to remove any and all barriers to
the acoessibility of the benefits of approp-
riate technology to our clients.”

One such "barrier” to lhed.evslopmen&af
of

the to take it in the shorts.”

In existence for only five months, the
Energy Advocacy Program is still in its
infancy. It has suffered some legislative
setbacks and is still awaiting results of ita
rate interventions. It is just beginning to
develop policies on the use and develop-
ment of solar energy.

According to Jim Smith, deputy director
of the Region VIII program, the greatest
nmmplmhmmt 80 far is that “"we have
the poor and the old —

alternate energy isd

gas and oil prices, says Wilkes. Wilkes says
that deregulation of prices would not only
hit the poor and fixed-income person the

mg:mupswhlchhuvemarwnrmm-
gether before. Becanse the impact of high
snergymtauaomm.ﬂaeymm

hardest, but would not conser-
vation — at least among this segment of
the population. "Increasing energy costs to
consumers does not encourage conserva-
tion when the consumer has already done

ing our region.”

The Energy Advocacy Program may be
contacted at the Region VIII Community
Action Agencies Association, 310 Power
Block, Helena, Mont. 59601.
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Wyoming Mining Association, sharply
criticized Thomson for her remarks, saying
she had aligned herself with the Far Left.
"I don’t think Thyra knows anything more
about nuclear power than Jane Fonda or
Ralph Nader,” he said.

MONTANANS FOR COLSTRIP. A ma-

" jority of Montanans favor the construction

of  Colstrip coal-fired power plant units
3 and 4, according to an opinion poll com-

energy news of the Rockies and Great Plains

WYOMING OFFICIAL OPPOSES
NUCLEAR. Wyoming's second-ranking
official, Secretary of State Thyra Thomson,
has joined the call for a moratorium on
nuclear power plants. Th was re-

d by four Montana newspapers.
Fifty-two percent of the 401-person sample
supported construction and 19 percent op-
posed it. Sixteen percent of those polled
said they were not familiar with the issue
and 13 percent had no opinion. In the same
poll, 43 percent of the Montanans said they
favoned “removing some of the present en-

cently briefed by two nationally-
recognized nuclear experts, Dr. Norman
Rasmussen and Dr. Henry Kendall. After
listening to Kendall, she became convinced
that there are "obvious defects” in the nuc-
lear power safety program that should be
corrected before more nuclear power plants
are built. Not known as an environmental
advoeate, her comments came as a surprise
to many people in the state, which cur-
rently leads the nation in uranium exple-
ration activity. Bill Budd, director of the

tal requirements for locating
new industries in Montana,” while 33 per-
cent did not. The survey was commissioned
by the Billings Gazette, the Montana
Standard, the Helena Independent and
The Missoulian.

vir

NAVAJOS BID FOR LEASE

Chairman Peter MacDonald has frozen the
issuance of right-of-way pemita'aaoss tri-
bal lands. A company must acquire a
right-of-way for eunsu-uctmn of facilities
such as i lines and pipeli
‘Without a right-of-way, a company would
be unable to mine coal or uranium even if
there were an existing lease. A spok

not corrected, the DEQ can order the com-
pany to shut its operation down. The Pow-
der River Basin Resource Council] a
rancher-conservationist group, had not op-
posed the mine — Wyoming's first com-
memal in situ mine — becnuae it feels the
gy fewer envi
than surface or underground

L1

for the tribe says, “In general, what was
granted to the tribe by the BIA 20 years
ago...1s insufficient.” The BIA approves
leases and has a trust responsibility to pro-
tect the tribe's resources. By trying to force
the lease renegotiation, MacDonald is car-
rying out a campaign promise made during
his successful re-election bid last year.

SIS

IN SITU CONTAMINATION. A Wyom-
ing Mineral Corp. "in situ” uranium mine

mining. Now both the group and the state
are concerned and say they will be watch-
ing the mine closely. A DEQ spokesman
says in situ mining is a “new and untried
technology,” and no one is sure what has
caused the unexpected contamination, ac-
cording to the Casper Star-Tribune. The
samples showed high amounts of chlorides,
alkalinity and conductivity.

FORTST. VRAIN PROTEST. The Coal-
ition to Close Fort St. Vrain is planning a
peaceful demonstration June 2 at the Fort
St. Vrain nuclear power plant in Colorado.

in Johnson County, Wyo., i ting
groundwater above the mine, according to
water samples taken recently by the com-
pany and confirmed by at.el.e nﬂ"lcl.a]s “I.1|
situ” mines involve inj

The d tration is part of the Interna-
tional Days of Protest declared last sum-
mer by anti-nuclear activists in Europe.
'l'he coalition says it is concerned about
r of radicactive gases from the

into the ground which bring u'p dissolved

TIONS. Inan eﬁnrt toforce
energy doing b on the
Navajo Reservation to old ag-

. The Wyoming Department of
I Quality says the company

reements and renegotiate, Navajo Tnbal

hnmdmhmlhepmblmlf:tm

plnnt.dwpusalofmwsmdl.heenanf

nuclear power, Exhibits of solar, -
wind and other renewable energy alterna-
tives will be at the rally site. -




s,

12-High Country News — May 18, 1979

Line Reference Target

BLM shies from destroying excess wild horses

by Genevieve Dodd

In the area of wild horse management, the
Bureau of Land Management appears to

have been backed into 2 corral. On one -

fence sits federal law, which says some wild
horses should be killed. Along the other
fence stands a wild horse-revering seg-
ment of the publie, which believes the wild
horse is a symbol of American freedom and
beauty and should be protected.
Responding to public pressure and re-
cent nationwide publicity, BLM has not
been destroying excess wild horses, and
that appears to be costly as well as illegal,
The 1971 Wild and Free-roaming Horse
and Burro Act gave protection to wild

‘horses and burros living in 10 western

states. Nn !on.gm' victims nfmmme un-

the ani ' popula-
tions grew rapidly. By July 1978, BLM
estimated that 20,000-30,000 excess wild
burree and horses existed on public lands;
rangeland quality was suffering. (See
nm 74-78}

of
uwﬁdhmeaandh:rmmuechonof
the Public Rangelands Improvement

Act of 1978, passed on Oct. 25. Congress _

said excess wild horses and burros are to be
removed by BLM from the public range:
old, sick, and lame animals are to be de-
stroyed; and the additional excess animals
are to be put up for adoption through
BLM's Adopt-a-Horse program. The re-
maining animals “for which an adoption
demand...does not exist (are) to be de-
stroyed in the most humane and cost effi-
cient manner possible.”

Defenders of Wildlife, the Humane Soci-
ety of the United States and the American
Horse Prutection As.w:iatim fought the

op-
pmum argued BLM doesn't know enough
about horse populatjons to determine how
many horses should be considered "excess.”
Other groups, including the Audubon Soci-
ety and the National Wildlife Federation,
supported the changes. ABC's "20-20"
program, which recently revealed some
gruesome mismanagement incidents, has
added voices to the outcry to protect the
wild horses.

However, approximately 545 wild horses
captured in federal roundups have been re-
turned to public lands since September, ac-
cording to BLM's Robert Springer, prog-
ram manager for wild horses and burros in
Washington, D.C. Many were returned
after Congress said they should be de-

i

Photo by Tom Treick

CORRALED. Despite a federal law stating that any wild horses that aren't adopted must be destroyed, BLM has
beenreturning some to the range and holding others in corrals for many months.

BLM has instructed its staff to return
healthy but unadoptable nnlmels tu the
range. Theobject ofther d
says, is to "try and reduce the numbers of
mares producing colts out there,” so the
dgency usually returns stallions and old
mares to the range. The 1978 Act, however,
says all excess animals must be removed —
permanently.

“Frankly, I'm dumbfounded,” com-
mented Andrew Wiessner, an attorney for
the House Interior subcommittee on public
lands, upon learning that BLM is return-
ing some unadopted wild horses to the
range. He says the law instructing BLM to
destroy excess unadopted horses is clear. I
don’t see how anyone could interpret the
law in any other way,” he says. Yet BLM's
Springer, referring to healthy unadoptable
horses, told HCN, "We haven't outright
destroyed any horses to date in that categ-
o

Springer says it costs BLM as much as
five dollars a day to care for each horse in
captivity, depending upon the location and
needs of the animal. John Winter, BLM’s

Eavesdropper

WATER POLICY _SUFFERS
SETBACK. The Senate Er and

be done to restore the money for the inde-
pendent review.”

ORVS DESTROY LAND, Off-road vehi-
cles "have damaged every kind of ecosys-
tem in the United States: sand dunes co-
vered with A ican beach grass, pine and

Public Works Committee has voted not to
authorize §1.5 million for independent re-
view of new water projects by the Water
Resources Council. The mdapend:nt Te-

cypress woodlands, hardwood forests,
prairie grasslands, chaparral and sageb-
rush hills, alpine meadows, eonifer forests
and Arctic tundra,” according to a study

view is one of the col it

Jimmy Carter’s water policy, pwposedlnst
year. However, the House Interior Com-
mittee has included the funding for the in-
dependent review in its bill. The matter
will be settled in a House-Senate confer-
ence committee later this year. Leo Eisel,
chairman of the Water R Gm.mnl,

pleted for the U.S. Council on En-
vironmental Quality. The CEQ report says
that some of the damage will heal natur-
ally, while other damage will not. How-
evsr,dlerepnrzmmthatthadmmia
caused "not, in the main, because the driv-
ers are 1mpmble but because their
are inh ly destructive.” The:

ds: that ORV be taxed to

says, "The basic idea of the ind d
umumxmplem-ntts:hmm]mnew

mmmmmnﬂlaugamem
Budget. I'm confident that something will

study

pay for land reclamation and to develop
special use trails; that enforcement ac-
tivities be stepped up; and that motorized
recreation be separated from other uses.

wild horse specialist at Rock Springs,
Wyo., estimates the cost there to be about
one dollar per day. Initial costs for the
roundup, health care and the first 45 days
in captivity are about $120 for each ani-
mal, he says. Based on Winter's figures,
BLM has spent at least $8,151 caring for
the 33 horses at Rock Springs alone over
the last six months,

Approximately 7,200 horses remain on
public range in the Rock Springs district.
That is about 14 percent of the country’s
wild horse population, according to BLM
figures. M of the Rock Spri
herd alone costs BLM between $200,000

and $300,000 a year or approximately $30
ayear for each animal. Managing big game
in the same district costs Wyoming's Game
and Fish Department about $4.30 a year
for each animal, according to department -
figures.

Winter says BLM officials are not con-
sidering returning the unadoptable horses
at Rock Springs to the range, but no heal-
thy animals have been destroyed either.
Asked why he thinks BLM hasn’t been kil-
ling wild horses despite the congressional
mandate, Jack Steinbreck of Rock Springs’
BLM, says that such action would be "too
sensitive.”

WL

Special Qift Certificate

It's special because it's HCN's 10th birth-
day and a chance for you to make a gift to the
High Country News Research Fund.

When you give to the Research Fund, the
results show up in each issue of the paper. A
donation of $100, for example, pays for: re-
search (one full week’s worth) or investigative
reporting (as much as two published pages) or
photographs (enough for two issues) or wavel
expenses (2,000 miles at five cents a mile).

The Research Fund is supported entirely by
your contributions. You, our readers, are vital
to maintaining HCN's quality news coverage.

If you would like to see where your money's
gumg, give to the HCN Research Fund. Con-
o B Bt dednctit]

Make checks out

tu Wyoming Environmental Institute—HCN
Research Fund and send to WEIL, Box 2497,
Jackson, WY 83001, Thank you.
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Alaska victory for caribou, conservationists

by Bruce Hamilton

In a victory for caribou and conser-
vationists, the House gave its approval on
May 16 to the most protective version of an
Alaska lands bill. The showdown vote was
between the version sponsored by Reps.
Morris Udall (D-Ariz.) and John And

Robert Bergland called "a mandate to
ovamut the forest.” Udall-Anderson gave

guarantesing U.S. Borax the right to de-
velop its claim. The Breaux-Dingell ver-

ion to the
andfa!lowedUS Forest Service's recom-
of the

for
Tongass National Forest.
The Udall Andsmnhlil ig similar to the

(R-111.) and a less protective version spon-
sored by Reps. John Breaux (D-La.) and
John Dingell (D-Mich). Ydall-Anderson

Alaska | i &eﬂmmedlut
year, which died in the Senate. A major

won over Breaux-Dingell 268 to 157. The
vote on final passage of Udall-Anderson
was 360 to 65.

“It was the sweetest victory I've ever had
apart in,"” says Brock Evans, director of the
Washington,D.C., office of the Sierra Club.
"We beat big oil; we beat big timber; we
beat big mining; we beat the National Rifle
Association; and we beat them all at once
on an issue they really cared about.”

“Every year or so the forces of develop-
ment try to talk up the illusion of an en-
vironmental backlash by citing the energy
crisis and using other scare tactics,” says
Doug Scott, campaign manager for the
Alaska Coalition. "The vote on Alaska
proves that the conservatior movement is
as strong, if not stronger, than ever.” The
Alaska Coalition, the main lobbying group
supporting Udall-Anderson, represented
all the major national conservation groups
as well as numerous unions, civic groups
and local envirenmental organizations.

A member of Dingell’s staff said the con-
gressman anticipated a much closer vote.
He thinks the results can be explained by
the fact that many supporters of the
Udall-Anderson bill voted early, thus sw-
inging subsequent votes. He says there was
unfair treatment by the press, which iden-
tified the Udall-Anderson bill as the con-
servationists’ bill and the Breaux-Dingell
bill as an industry-backed bill. Actually, he
says, Dingell was concerned that the Na-
tional Park Service wouldn’t take the
proper steps to protect wildlife. Conse-
quently, he supported more wildlife refuges.
uges.

Both the Udall-Anderson and Breaux-
Dingell bills, would have created in Alaska
over 100 million acres of new national
parks, national preserves, national wild-
life refuges and national wild and scenic
rivers, as well as over 50 million acres of
wilderness. The key differences were in the
degree of protection given to the conserva-
tion system units.

— Breaux-Dingell mandated an oil and
gas exploration program on the coastal
plain of the exibting Arctic National Wild-
life Range. Udall-Anderson closed the area
to exploration to protect the largest
remaining caribou herd on the continent.

— Breaux-Dingell deleted six million
acres from proposed national parks and
gave the state of Alaska pieces of wildlife
refuges and park land. Udall-Anderson
placed complete ecosystems and river
drai under unified

— Udall-Anderson closed all Alaskan
national wildlife refuges to hardrock min-
ing. Breaux-Dingell opened the refuges to
mining at the discretion of the secretary of
the Interior.

— In Southeast Alaska, Breaux-Dingell
cut the existing Admiralty Island and
Misty Fjords national in half

“The conservation
movement is as strong,
if not stronger, than
ever.”

difference is the designation of the Misty
Fjords National Monument Wllﬂernesa

sion proposed to deal with the U.S. Borax

- problem by eliminating the southern half

of the existing monument.

The Udall-Anderson bill is stronger than
President Carter's executive action of last
December in two respects. First, it places
the existing Arctic National Wildlife Re-
fuge off-limits to oil and gas exploration.
Second, it designates wilderness on about
68 million acres. On Dec. 1 the Carter Ad-
ministration designated 56 million acres of
ST taiia g

system units for the next five years, accord-
‘ng to the Alaska Coalition.

The Udall-Anderson bill would create
about 128 million acres of new conserva-
tion system units. (There are 375 million
acres of land in the state of Alaska )

The House bill now goes to the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Commit-
tee. Most observers don't expect the Senate
to take up the bill for months. Last year the
Senate committee delayed action until the
final days of the session and then reported
a greatly-weakened version. Similar ac-
tion is expected this session.

Alaska,
the establishment of 40 million acres of
wildlife refuges and withdrew 11 million
acres of national forest land from mineral
entry.
Conservationists say some strengthen-

Last year Misty Fjords was di
the legislation because U.S, Borax wanted
the option to develop a major molybdenum
deposit in the middle of the area. In De-
cember of 1978 President Carter used his
executive authority to create Misty Fjords
National Monument — a designation that
would have allowed a molybdenum mine to
be developed on the existing claim but of-

ing d ts were added to the
Udall-Anderson bill before it received final
House approval. One amendment made the
National Petroleum Reserve (Pet-4) on
Alaska's North Slope into a giant national
wildlife refuge. Oil and gas leasing by pri-
vate industry will be allowed in the refuge.
Another amendment created a Copper
River Deita National Wildlife Refuge.

fered some protection to the surr di
land.

The Udall- Andsrstm bill designated the
monument as wilderness, while alse

One weak dment would allow
new hardrock mineral claims to be staked
within a three-quarter-mile radius of
valid, existing ¢laims within conservation

Photo@by Boyd Norton

THE YUKON RIVER, near the confluence with the Charley River, would be the heart
sf the Yukon-Charley National Preserve under the Udall-Anderson Alaska lands bill
approved by the House. The area would be managed like a national park, except it

would be open to sport hunting.

Flats demonstration ‘like a festival’

This year's Rocky Flat's demonstration
seemed "more like a festival than a bitter
ideologieal battle,” according to a Rocky
Mountain News account of the nuclear
protest near Golden, Colo. Where 10,000
nuclear foes had gathered for a rally at the
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant the day
before, nearly 300 protesers with smiles,
songs and flowers blocked the entrances to
the plant. As was expected, they all were

arrested and charged with violating the U.S.

Atomic Energy Act. The charge is a mis-
demeanor that carries.a maximum fine of
$1,000 and no jail term.

The pmtesliem say thnt the plant, which

and prescribed policies for the Tongass Na-
tional Forest that Agriculture Secretary

triggers for nuc-
lear weapoma “should be shut down and
converted to a non-military use.

The two-day demonstration reportedly
cost the government and Rockwell Inter-
national, which operates the plant, more
than $45,000. Chris Moore, a spokesman
for the demonstrators, said that despite
these costs the demonstration was neces-
sary to dramatize the issues.

“There also are thousands of dollars
being spent every day at that plant to
manufacture plutonium triggers that
aren't doing what they're supposed to do—
keep this world safe,” Moore said in a
Rocky Mountain News article.

Alocal unitofthe United Steelworkers of
America is planning a counter-
demonstration to show that “the working
peaple in the Denver area support Rocky
Flats," according to the Denver Post.

Bruce Hamilton, Northern Plains Rep-
resentative for the Sierra Club, has worked
_as a lobbyist for the Alaska Coalition.

THE VOTE

Udall-Anderson and Breaux-Dingell
Alaska bills. "Yes” indicates a vote for
Udall-Anderson.

ARIZONA: Rhodes, No. Rudd, No.
Stump, No. Udall, Yes.

COLORADO: Johnson, No. Kogov-
sek, Yes. Kramer, No. Schroeder, Yes.
Wirth, Yes.

TDAHO: Hansen, No. Symms, No.

MONTANA: Marlenee, No. Wil-
liams, Yes.

NEW MEXICO: Lujan, Yes. Run-
nels, No.

NORTH DAKOTA: Andrews, No.

SOUTH DAKOTA: Abdnor, No.
Daschle, Yes.

UTAH: Marriott, No. McKay, No.

WYOMING: Cheney, No.

All of the region’s congressmen voted
for final passage of the Udall-Anderson
bill except: Rudd, Btmnp. l(r.n.mar.

Submarines could
substitute for MX

While Pentagon officials courted Utahnfs
to win their approval of the controversial
mobile missile known as the MX, the Car-
ter administration appeared to be having
second thoughts about the scheme.

A site on the Utah-Nevada border is
emerging as the Air Force's number one
choice for the "shell game” defense schems,
which would involve shuttling some 250
new intercontinental missiles among
thousands of underground silos (see HCN
5-4-79).

Early in May the missile program re-
ceived the unanimous approval of a Utah
Five County Association of Governments
steering committee. It has already been
welcomed by Utah Gov. Scott Matheson
(D).

Meanwhile, according to a New York
Times Service story, the Carter administ-
ration is considering scrapping its plans for
the MX in favor of a more lethal
submarine-launched rocket. While the Air
Force opposes this move, it is supported by
other government officials who believe it _
could ease future arms control talks with
the Soviet Union. However, without the
MX Carter might find it almost impossible
to gain conservative support in the Senate
for the new strategic arms treaty, accord-
ing to the story.
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Montana environmental laws suffer “flesh wounds’

ground, particularly with weakening

- amendments to the state reclamation act.”

Under the changes to the Strip Mine Re-

by Dan Whipple
Envi 1 issues pied center: cl i
stage at the Mont state legisl: dur-  allow

Act, the legisl. e will now

ing what everyone involved agrees was a
“tough session.” After the dust had settled
last month, some i tal legisla-

tion of lands with non-native
plant species, including crops, under cer-
t.am (:Ltcumal‘-am NPRC nnd other en-

tion had been weakened but only with
"flesh wounds,” according to Pat Smith of
ﬂmthernPiam- Council.

| groups opposed the change
because Smith says that native grasses are
"the true test” that the soils will be able to

Northern Plains had three lobbyists, in-
cluding Smith, working full-time at the
legislature. He says, "This session, the
industry’s attack on the laws was more in-
tense than it has been in the past. We held
the line in most areas but did lose some

ELK and other wildlife might not fare

to many biologists.

even in Montana's
huugheut years,

The federal Office of Surface Mining,
which enforces the federal strip mine law,
says that the bill's language is acceptable if
the provision is used as the exception
rather than the rule. Smith says that

NPRC will be monitoring the buani’s deci-

sions closely.
The biggest fight of the legisl. was

but there were some weakening amend-
ments,”
Two significant "victories” for environ-

over the Major Facility Siting Act. Mon-
tana has a tough siting law, and some ef-
forts to “streamline” the process were
aimed at substantially weakening the act,
according to Smith. He says, "The Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Conserva-
tion has a streamlining bill that cleaned up
some of the procedural problems with the
act. We went along with some of DNRC's
streamlining proposals. But industry
wanted to gut the act under the mask of
streamlining.

“The bill came out okay. Major industry
initiatives on the siting act were defeated,

i‘g v?;

I'nmnbynnvldsw

very well if non- native plant species are used for reclamation, according

mentalists involved killing legislation that
would have changed Montana’s water re-
servation systems and would have exemp-
ted Colstrip 3 and 4 power plants from sit-
ing jurisdiction.

The state of Montana has recently made
anumber of water reservations in the Yel-
lowstone River for uses including fish,
wildlife, water quality and irrigation. The
legislation would have abolished these re-
servations and stripped the state of the au-
thority to make such reservations in the
future. The legislation was killed in the
Senate.

Legislation that would have exempted
Colstrip 3 and 4 from siting requirements
passed the legislature but was vetoed by
Gov. Tom Judge. The coal-fired power
plant units have been held up by a lawsuit
based on the siting act and by difficulty in
meeting air standards. The legislation
would have solved half of Colstrip's prob-
lem by exempting it from further litigation
under the siting act.

Also defeated was a bill that would have
lowered Montana's air quality standards to
the level of federal ambient air quality
standards.

Several bills backed by environmen-
talists were defeated. NPRC was pushing a
bill that would have limited the right of
eminent domain, taking the power of con-
demnation from speculative water pro-

Jects. A bill to allow alternative energy dis-
tricts to be established, along the lines of
sewer and water districts, also was killed
in the House.

EX Bulletin Board

LOONEY LIMERICKS

by Zame E. Cology

The state of Alaska's a wreck
You all know it's colder than heck
The trees are all lean
The grizzlies are mean
So why not preserve just a speck?

SOLAR POWERED IRRIGATION
PUMP

A free pamphlet published by the De-
partment of Energy discusses way= to use
the sun to pump water to irrigate crops, [t
is available from DOE — Technical Infor-
mation Center, P.O. Box 62, Oak Ridge,
Tenn. 37830. Stock No. DOE —OPA-0014.

WILDERNESS AND CIVILIZATION
COURSE
The Wilderness Institute at the Univer-
sity of Montana will offer a special inter-
diseiplinary course titled "Wilderness and
Civilization” next fall. The com-
bu:m courges on forestry, Engluh

SURFACE MINE REGULATION

REPORT

The Interior Department’s Office of Sur-
face Mining has completed a report on the
first year of its activities after the passage
of the Surface Mining and Control Act of
1977. Highlights of the report include:
m!haniﬂmﬂlwnmfedem! funds were

iesin 21 coal

Solar Home Builder is available from the
Office of Appropriate Technology, 1530
Tenth Street, Sacramento, Calif. 95814. It
is free to California residents, $1 to out-of-
state residents,

SOLAR FILM CATALOG
The National Solar Heating and Cooling
Center has published g free

states; 42 former coal mining sites were set
for high-priority reclamation projects; and
regulations covering four key areas were
completed by the agency. Copies of the re-
port are available from OSM, Office of Pub-
lic Affum U.8. Interior Department,
W , D.C. 20240 and at the 0SM
regional olﬁne in Denver, Colo.

GUIDE FOR CITIZEN ACTION
The National Audubon Society has pub-
lished a booklet, Guide for Citizen
Action, containing basic information
about the workings of Congress, commun-
ity organizing, use of the media and meet-
ing with legislators. Also included are tips

catahg ofover 50films, 45 sets of slides and
30 videotapes about the solar heating and
cooling of residential and commercial
buildings. Topics range from basic intro-
ductions to technical discussions with lead-
ing experts. For a copy of the catalog write
Solar Heating, Department M, P.O. Box
1607, Rockville, Md. 20850 or call toll-free
(800) 523-4700.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The U.S. Forest Service is asking for
comments by June 15 on the agency’s prop-
osed public participation procedures. The
guidelines are required by the National
Forest Management Act of 1876. Copies of

on writing to bers of C. aglos-
sary of congressional terms and other in-
formation. The booklet is available for $1
from the society, 1511 K St. N.W.,

related to wilderness. Parbupnn& wll] re-
celve 1s \mderg’raduate credits. For
ti wnhcﬂha Insti

Washington, D.C. 20005,

SOLAR HOME BIBLIOGRAPHY
A comprehensive bibliography of books

Bchoolnfl’htuh‘y U ty of M
Missoula, Mont 59812 or call (406)
ions must be sub

243-5361.
before Jul:r 1, 1979.

for the builders of salar homes has been
compiled by the Director of the Center for
Solar Energy Applications at San Jose
State University, A Bibliography for the

.the proposed regulations can be obtained

from: Chief, USFS, P.0. Box 2417,
Washington, D.C. 20013. Send comments
to the same address.

URANIUM MEETING
The League of Women Voters is inviting
citizens of Wyoming and Colorado to at-
tend a workshop on uranium mining. The
workshop will be June 13-15 at the Univer-
sity of Wyoming in Laramie. There is no
registration fee, and about 150 scholar-

ships covering room and board are availa-
ble. To register contact Charles P. Cooper,
Conferences and Institutes, Box 3274,
University Station, Laramie, Wyo. 82071
or phone (307) 766-2124.

SERI SEEKS SUN USERS

The Solar Energy Research Institute
wants to hear from people who live in solar
homes. Anyone using domestic solar hot
water, passive, active, wind or hybrid space
heating systems in houses, apartments or
mobile homes is asked to write. Respon-
dents may be contacted later to help design
effective government policy concerning re-
sidential solar applications. Residential
solar consumers are asked to send their
name, address and telephone number be-
fore July 1 to Solar Users Information,
SERI, 1536 Cole Boulevard, Golden, Colo.
80401

THIRD ANNUAL CITIZENS'
FOOTRACE

High Country News is sponsoring
the third annual Lander Citizens’
Footrace to be held June 2.

To enter, come to the southeast end
of City Park between 5 and 5:45 p.m.
The fee is $1. Starting time is 6 p.m.
Classes of competition will be based on
interest and number of entries. For
more information contact Sarah Doll
(307) 332-3929 or Joan Nice (307)

&12’-!871
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified ads cost 10 cents a word;
they must be prepaid.

WANTED. Freelance writers and photo-
graphers to cover Montana matural resource
news for High Country News. Pay is two cents
to four cents per word or $4 to §10 per photo.
One-sided diatribes unacceptable.

HELP WANTED. Get away from it all. Live by
yourself, remote area, southern Wyoming.
cutting, some log construction and upkeep.
Sf.artmg date and dm-atwn open. Prefer mature

per
board and mnrm. benefits. Apply:
Ranch, c-o 1241 Palisades Avenue, Rock

Springs, Wyo.

HORSES, Hitches and Rocky Trails, the
Packer’s Bible. How to pack anything possible
on horse or mule. Eighteenth printing. Fifty-two
illustrations. $7.50 postpaid. Joe Back, Box 26
Dubois, Wye., 82513,

HAND OPERATED WASHING MACHINES,
non electric, for sale. Doit on your porch or in the
forest, THE BASECAMP, Box 135, Voleano,
Calif. 05689

SAVER SHOWER pays for itself in leas than six
months!

Saver shower deluxe with throttle valve ILE 96
Saver shower

Saver sink aerator 1 95
Postage and handling 76
Teton Tinkers and Traders, Box 91, Victor,1d.

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT. The Idaho «

Lunsewntmn Lea.gua acitizens nrganization, is

fora and a

Coordi Both are half-

time. Job descriptions are available on request.

Submit resume with references to ICL, Box 844,

Boise, Idaho, 83701, as scon as possible. Tele-
phone (208) 345-6933. Due date June 1.

WILDERNESS
ADVENTURE
with an
environmental twist

Friends of the Earth’s Wyoming Rep-
resentative, Howie Wolke,announces a
new idea in wildemess travel: back-
packing, mountaineering, and cross
country ski trips featuring high quality
guiding and instruction in the use of
safe, low impact wilderness travel
technigues. Also, we offer two inten-
sive field courses focusing on public
lands and wildemess, designed for the
environmental activist, but valuable for
anyone who shares our concern about
the management of our public lands. .
We supply food, equipment, and the
opportunity for a quality wilderness
experience. All in the spectacular, yet
threatened mountain wilderness of
northwest Wyoming.

WwWild
Horizons
Expeditions
Box 2348-H
Jackson ,Wy.
83001 307 733—5343
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Young
Golden Eagle

OPPORTUNITY LOST
by Myra Connell

Various circumstances have kept my life
lacking in adventure. The butte near my
home at Lander, Wyo., is the highest
mountain I have everclimbed. [have never
backpacked into the wilderness nor floated
the Snake River. ] havenever met a grizzly
bear. Many of these activities [ would not
undertake if I could, but one experience I
have always craved is to look into an
eagle’s nest.

S0 I eagerly accepted an invitation from
a member of the local chapter of the
National Audubon Society to goto a golden
eagle’s nest. An auto trip of 65 or 75 miles
was necessary — partly on a track that was
next to impossible for an ordinary car.

It was with feelings of guilt that our
small group of five adults and three small
boys approached the nest. One of the huge
dark birds, (surmised to be the male) flew
swiftly down countiry as we were getting
out of the car. He was out of sight before I
could focus my binoculars. We approached
the nest site quietly, cautioning the chil-
dren to keep still. The female flew away
while we were still a city block away. I got
her in my binoculars for a split second.

The younger people climbed the crag on
which the nest was built and leaned over
the crest to peer into the nest a few feet
below. There were two white eggs, speckled
with brown.

The timidity that has stalked me all my
life grabbed me as I was halfway up the
crag, and [ gave up. I kick myself for turn-
ing away from adventure when it stares me
in the face.

We lingered only a short while, as we
knew the brooding female would not return
to keep the eggs warm until we were gone.
We saw her come back toward the nest
before we were out of sight.

At one point our guide pointed out an
abandoned nest high on a cliff near the
road. Until recently the road had served
mainly ranches. Then the impact of

* uranium mining hit the area and the road

became a dusty thoroughfare for ore trucks
moving from mine to mill. As late as last
year the nest had been occupied.

My hard-working imagination began
leaping to confusions. I thought: “If T were
an eagle I wouldn't wishto rear my family
near that road,” and "sheepmen feeling as

by Carol Snow.

they do about eagles, the pair that nested
here last year has very likely been shot,”
and "they probably lit on high-voltage elec-
tric lines and were electrocuted.”

After we came home, I talked to a
biologist and learned that most of my
speculations were probably untrue. This
very knowledgeable person said that about
20 percent of eagle nesting sites will be
empty in any one season and that the pair
that used the nest in question last year
might very well be nesting not far away.
Further, the newer power lines are con-
structed so that birds cannot be electro-
cuted on them. Moreover, eagles are more
vulnerable to disturbance by people on foot
than to such things as truck traffic.

These statements gave me a feeling of
reassurance, to a degree, plus a certain
satisfaction that I had muffed my chance
for adventure. The eagles may be slightly
better off for my timidity.

service
directory

Y
$5.00 per Book

creatinge
Energy

by David A Wikson

-The third in a series of Practical uses<4
of solar energr this book covers con-
centrating collectors, solar fumace,
electricity, and much more. Com-
plete plans and information.

LORIEN HOUSE
P.O.Box 1112,

Biack Mountsin NC
28111
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PIONEER
CONSERVATIONISTS
OF WESTERN AMERICA

BY PETER WILD

Absorbing essays on 15 farsigh-
ted pioneers in conservation. First .
printed in High Country News,
they now are gathered into this
book with an introduction by Ed-
ward Abbey.

Excallent collection for your his-
tory shelf and for introducing
these trail blazers to science and
soclal studies students in high
school and un.

published by Mountain Press
$12.95 hardbound

leund—-—eopinofnmn

Cons
Am-ﬂel S1195;1Im50 n‘m: postage
per copy ent

Name

Address.
City
State & Zip
Order from High Country News,

Box K, Lander WY 82520.
Checks must accompany &l orders.

A structure standing the test of ages
An alternative hor the adventurésome in sparit
A portfolio on our tipis is available for $1
FOOFARAW 855 North Cedar
Luraamie, WY 82070

LARSEN'S
BICYCLES

ABARAST B PHOMETSA-SAN]
ownLL

T

FOR HICH QUALITY ey

LOW-IMPACT LIVING:

ghuglus Pgultrum composting toilefs

ite® fiberglass glaz:

G Ehowas. O % HIGH-LITE

‘Wood-burning water heaters SEYLIGHTB

Ore-lube synthetic lubricants pay for themselves.

~ gzmnrm!q:nsm ‘Warm your home in winter.
&3 RADERS - Box 2l asticrafts « 2800 N. 5 Blwd

/T /T Victor,Idaho 83355 gm;";-,m m-m&?;—m
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Left to right: Sarah Doll, Joan Nice, Dan Whipple, Will Murphy, Marjane
Ambler, Hannah Hinchman, Jazmyn McDonald.

HCN APPROACHES
ADOLESCENCE

These are the faces

that belong to the people
who make up the staff
that continues the work
that begun with crusaders
who wrote of the country
that everyone’s after
from rapers and dumpers
to stalwart defenders
who buy up the news
purveyed by the paper
that's now ten years old.

BIM wilderness — ‘the heart of the American.Southw-est’

by Jack Kutz

“New Mexico's BLM wilderness is the
heart and spirit of the American South-
wut, said Dave Foveman, Wilderness Soc-

i ,atarwentw
wm'hhopln Albnquerqua
says that the lands currently
under wilderness review by the Bureau of
Land Management in New Mexico do not
easily fit the ped concept of wilder-

are receiving much closer serutiny — from
BLM, energy industries and conser-
vationists,

New Mexico conservationists fear that
the review is not being conducted objec-
tively. The BLM has already placed several
key areas in the "not recommended” categ-
ory in the initial inventory. Excluded areas
include land contiguous to the Chama Ca-
nyon Wilderness, the rugged mesas of

ness areas. There are few lxigh country
dows, sparkling lad
puhmtheBLMmadleumnmvenm

Nevertheless, he says the areas under
consideration are of extreme importance.
“We're not talking about just saving a few,
unique wild areas,” Foreman says. “We're
talking about preserving the character of
the land. We're trying to keep the west as
The West.”

Under the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976, BLM has been
directed to review all public land roadless
areas of 5,000 acres or more to determine
their suitability for wilderness designa-
tion. In New Mexico, this extensive inven-
tory will eventually decide the fate of many
of the state's landmark areas. .

The lands involved range from the vast
280,000 acre West Portrillos Mountains in
the wild, volcanic wastelands along the
Mexican border, to the small rock-walled
desert canyons east of Socorro.

For the most part, these are lands that
are usually viewed from a distance — jag-
ged bursts on the horizon like the Ladron
Peaks, or black, sprawling lava mazes like
the Grant’s Malpais. They have been
largely ignored in the past, but now they

Chi and the rare grasslands of Cerro
de la Olla. BLM recommended dropping
these areas bx of flat t hy or

signs of man that make them appear un-
natural,

Jean Herzegh of the New Mexico Wil-
derness Study Committee says, " According
to the process, the only areas which should
have been dropped are those which ‘clearly
and obviously’ do not meet basic wilderness
criteria. We must insist that those areas
which do meet the basic criteria should be
studied further. If there is any controversy
over an area which has been left out, it
must go back in."

"Too often i fricials have not i

process they are administering,” Herzegh
says.

However, Randy Botkin, BLM's district
wilderness coordinator in Albuquerque,
says that BLM's decisions up to this point
in the process have merely been recom-
mendations. “If the public disagrees with
us and thinks that an area deserves more
study, we're going to put it back in the
inventory,” he says. "We're trying very
hard not to miss anything this go around.”

The public comment period on the initial

bothered to acquai Ives with the

Photo by LaDonna Kutz

mBLACK.SPMWUNGLAVAMAZEMGﬂnfaMﬂpmianMﬂ
of Land M; is

ico, one of the roadless areas the B

for wilderness potential.

y in New Mexico ends June 9. “We
have until then to submit our recommen-
dations to reinstate areas,” Herzegh said.
“The integrity of the wilderness review
process will not be maintained by itself. It's
up to us.”
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Benton MacKaye
rallying the hikers.
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Energy advocacy
voice for the poor.

Wild horses
mare costly than game.

Alaska

score one for caribou.

Montana Legislature

attacks land law. 14




