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In response to Michael Muenich's letter
in your April 20th issue, I.would like to
voies my disagreement ond wpport you in
your decision to publish the srticle on
mechanical mules.
For from being a "counter-productive"

application'of technology, the pedal-
, powered plow could be a great aid to the
small farmer or gardener. Evidently Mr.
Muenich intended to 88Y that it would be
less efficient thsn :Niging up a few human
bodies to the plow? This Ifuid hsrd to be-
lieVe. Wid he mean to .. y that a horness
for one or two persons would be more labor
inteIlBive - or 1'!8Il?)
Innovative tools and machines for use by

the small farmer are celtamJy worth de-
veloping. In fact, they con be tremendous
oonservation measures. Considering the Howie Wolke
facts, any encouragement of small formers Wyoming Representative
not only conserves energy but sJsO encour--' Frimrds of the Eorth
lIglllI increased soil fertility and ecologiCal Jackson, Wyo.
Janduse. ,
Food production iridustries 'consumed 12

"""nt of the total U.S. energy budget in
1963. Modern agricUltural techniques de-
rivs only one calorie of food energy for
every eight calories of petrochemical
energy put in.Anythmg we can do to bring
about 8IIl8ller-ecale, more deesntralized
foodproduction will csrtainly be beneficial.
I,Corone, would like to see more srticles

on developments in Small-scale silricul-
turB. Only by hringing food production
back into the locality con we cut out the
hiclden energy 00Bts in sgriculture, and tie
agriculture back into thenatural p1'llC88l1eB
of regeneration and fertility.
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High Co""try News is the only paper of
its kind in the Rocky Mountain West. An
environmental watchdog.
Ssnd me the unique HeN"
enclosed is $12. for 25 issues.

Name .
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City , ..
State ..·..·· ···..Zip .

.... 110; HCN,Box K, Lander, w-;... 82520
(... lor ... mpl. cop,.)

DearHcN:

We were glad to see Dan Whipple's cover
story about' cos! slurry pipelines in the
.April 6 issue. However, the srticJe might
leave reailers with the erroneous impres-
sion that in Wyoming, only the Wilderness
Society opposes slurry linea. Friends of the
E;arth also,opp<>sesweb an inappropriate
use of Wyoming wateI'. The Texas Eastem
and Energy Transportauon Systems, Inc.
proposals Ilre <lnly the tip of the iceberg, .
and the construction of coal slurry lines
will only increase the rate of destructive
strip mining in the region. ,
For too much of Wyoming has already

been-strip mined in order to perpetuste the
irrational and insane energy habits of this
nation. The need for further W~ coal
development has not bee':' demonstrated,
and it is esPecially disturbing to contemp-
late further development in Wyoming
where no strip mine reclamation has been
achie~.. "
Ifwe had a truly rational energy policy,
we would be rapidly phasing out strip min-
ing while putting more 'than just a token
effort into the development of renewable
energy resources. The dr .. stic reduction of
our per capita energy demand is also neces-
sary and would come about as a result of
more conservative and rational use of all
resourees.It'sbigh time we basedouruse of'
energy resources on the public interest, in-
stead of 01; the mad desire for greater pro-
fits for the energy industry. The construc-
tion of coal slurry lines would' represent
just 9ne more step in th~ latter direction.

John Wiener
F.O.E. Coal Consultant,
Laramis, Wyo.

SLURRY NOT
UNQER-CONSTRUCTlON

Dear.HCN;

Brion Beard, president,
Utah Chapter Sierrs Club
Logall, Utah
•
(Ed. note: The SOUrC8 of the map used in
I the srticiewas the congressional Office
Of TecliD.oIogy Aaaessment's report on
coal slurry "ipeIin_, completed last
year.) \ -. ' ,
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Prairie falcon.. '
Photo bJ Dick Raadall, Del ........ of wndllle
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Big, destructive, guys -tip the
BLM wildern;;ss teeter-taHer

"Oh, I love these wild' flowers in this
dear land of ours,
the curlew I love to hear scream,

And I love the white ro~s and the
antelope flocks .
~hat -graze on the mountaint<lps
green.

,Oh, giye me a land where the. bright
diamond sand
, flows leill1;ll"'ly down to the 'stream; ,
Where a graceful white swan goes
gliding along
'like a maid in a heavenly dream."

- from "Home on the RangE{

•

When the Btireau ofLand Mailagement
was beginning its wildeme .. inventory a

The April 6 edition 'of High Country couple .of yesrs ago, many people hoped
News contained ail article entitled, that large samples of the deserts and
"Slurry carnies coal, water an_d con- dunes, prairies, steppes lind canyons of the
,~versy." On page five of the newspaper' Weatwouldbeaddedtothewildeme"sYB-
was a small map of existing, plawie'd and tem, giving wildlife some peace from min-
"in' progress" pipelines throughout the ing, drilling, motorcycles, mills, four-
WeBt.lncluded in the "in progresS" category wheel- drives,. dune' buggies, powerlines
was the slurry line associated with the and roads.
Allen-Wamer Valley Energy System. Rut if the "firstcut".in Wyomjng is ony
"In progress" may C<lnnote to many read- indication, BLM will finally preserve only

ers;'ond it did to me, that the Alton cOlil a few, mostly smaIlond noncontroversisl
neldslurrYisnowundercOl;struction.lam areas. Because thehond of mau has al-
glad to .. y that this is not>so. The ~ton ready fallen heavily aeross the great open
slurry. like the Texas- Eastem Pipeline, is spaces of the Northem Rockies, BLM con
now only in the planning stage. Environ- easily find shfficienJ; "imprints of man" to
mental statement requirements and sev- eliminate most areas from consideration
era! permits are required before the actual, and allow the hsnd ofman and machines to
construction will be in progress: The Utah continue what has become the higtlest form
Chapter Sierra Club and Sierra Club Legal of patriotism: developing domestic foBBiI
, Defense Fund are working to insure that fuel supplies to' feed the edacious appetite
the Waroer Valley Power Plont, dam on ,of conservation-mouthing America.
the Vn-gin River,' and Alton strip mine In Utah, for instance, one area was
never· get past the planning Stage._Without eliminated because "hillsides of the island
the Alton strip mine, there will beno need ore dotted with prsctice bomb craters,
for the slurry pipeline. 'large piles of rusting metal bomb casings

and scroi.p .metal."
InWyoming,J3LM proposes to eliminate

more thsn 94 percent of the 17.8 million
acres it manages in the first step of the
proceas. Still, mai1y miners, drillers, ron-
chersand politicilQ1llare galled that more
land wasn't eliminated from .wildemeas
conaiderstion! "Wh\l wants' backpacking in
the badlaJ>d,?" they ask, still believing
that the wiIlIerness li\lki are' motivatsd

solely by a desire for huge, private back-
packing playgrounds.
And since wildemess advocates do not

profit monetarily from wilderness designa-
tions, the sophistication of their responses
to public' comment processes usually does
not approach that of industry.
A further problem is that only a handful

of wilderness people know much about the
needs and values of wildlife: about the
scenic attributes and the scientific values
of the, va.t areas being surveyed by BLM.
Industry, on the other hond, has seemingly
bottomless resources for the public opinion
advertising and for detailed studies ana
documented comments on these lands.
Isee a teeter-totter with a fulcmm called

BLM, with one scared skinny guy up in the
air ond several big fellows bouncing the
other' end on the ground, pointing to their
opposite and yelling, "selfish," "lock up"
and "lana grab."
. Unfortunately, it will be the voiceless,
voteless wildlife that will suffer as we per-
sist in ravaging our eorth. Why can't we.
leave some tliingi! alone, for the sake 9f
today's wildlife and tomorrow's human
generations? We seem to have decided that
wildlife mUst be disregarded for not leam-
ing the human creed. IINot one,tt Walt
Whitman ,",ys, "is demented with the'
manis of owning things."
Except, ~, a nest spot,oli a cliff or

'-ina treetop.
. A quiet rental will do~

- Philip White
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POPULAR
REALIl:IES
Chtna Syndrome

It's not a bad film for -a thriller about a
complex' environmental topic. But I think
,"China Syndrome" went, overboard in an
~ffort to entertain. It's understaridable tbat
filmmakers would try to popularize-a seri-
ous message and a technical plot - but did
they really need bloody shcotouts, careen-
ing autos and TV flashiness?
, The Three Mile Island accident, of
course, added a haunting note of reiility
that the film otIierwise might haye lacked.
That serendipitous timing will in8ure,that
"China,Syndlome" will do well at the box
office and ~ay even stir prod!1ctive think-'
ing, about nuclear power,
, But it would have made a much deeper
impre89ioh on me had the filmmakers not
substituted themediocre theatrics of the
concluding scenes for the drama of real life.
Before Three Mile Island, remember
Brown's Ferry and the:Silkwood case? The
plain facts about those incidents are thril-
ling enqugh - without any hell' froin Hol-
lywood.

Befuddled 7. 'tioD8 ofteD8 ofthousanda of human heings' May 4, 1979 - High Country Newe-3
can he regulated with the precision pf sci-
entific theory:" -- "
In the same issue is the f1r8tof a two-part

The A,pril 23rd issue of The New article by Barry Commoner sntitled "The b
York!lr is rich with facts and sound think- Solar Transition." In the article, Com- Ur an Abnormalities
iOg about the nation's energy problems. moner, wbo is director of the Center forthe
The magazine's regular "Talk of the Biology ofNatural SyetemeatWashington

Town" feature takes a swipe at the New University,looka at theiUltion's energy ills A group called the U.S. Labor Party has
York Times for concluding that Three from an economic perspective. He pre- bl P Sta N- Y k

bl ,U set up a ts e in ann tio!, in ew or
Mile lsland tsught the American- pu ic 'scribes a rapid shift to photovoltaic, wind, '
that "the universe and the laws of nature, ' City (and elsewhere, we assume) to stump

, ... biomass and solar heating and cooling de- for "More Nukes lind Less Kooks." The '
it would seem, arentit predictable." The vices-spurredby~vemlnentpurchases. -
New Yorker's argument: What was over-" "'- .. ' , group claims that lUltress Jane Fo!,da has
turned at Harrisburg was not science ...but To ,:"solve the energy crISIS, .t~ cost of made more people ~ck than n~clearpower:..

d science _ the pretense that the ae- producing energy must be stabilIZed, and In what seems hke an unJikely double
pseu 9" '" -, - the only way to stabilize it is to switch from . miasion, membsril of the group are striving

. , ,nonrenewable ene"llY llOUJ'Ce to Il'newable to stop people from using drugs and start
ones," Commoner aays. Government,action them on the road to nucl ear- nirvana. The
-,is nece899ry, not to improve the renewable' societY of the future will he too compleic to
energy devices but to build a market for be run by people on drugs, a 'pale young
th~ to bring down their Cost, he says. woman staring outof1iUge brown eyegJaa..
Commoner describes solar power as" an old 888 and a mottled babushka at the Labor
technology struggling to cross'the thresh- Party's table tOld an HCN reporter.·
old of economic viability .. while nuclear No groWth societies lead to fascism, she
power, which has been heavily, suppOrted warned; the country needs more people - '
~ith public and private funds, "seems to especia)lyinten;',ambitiousones:· 'Doyou
have lapsed into economic senility." trust your abilities? Want to be presi4ent
The artic1e offers the Iaymananintellig- right now? We're looking for Prom-

en! overview of1:he broad and befuddling etheane."
energy picture and how it affects -the

I economy. - IN

Dear Friends,
r,,

, There aren't many writers who ~nd
us pornography when they're applying.
for a job with High CQilDtry News.
Genny Dodd is not really an exceptionto that rule. But that became the stand- .'..
ingjoke when Weawaited the arrival of
our new intern whose application hsd

Ph_ h)' Sara Hua_WUeo
GENNY DODD, intern at, High Coun·,
try News for ApiiI and May.

Published Diweekly at 331' Main, Lander Wyo.
82520, Telepho'!,e 307·3324877, Second clase p0st-
age paid at L~. (USPS NO. 087480) All rights to
publication of articles herein are reserved, ..

ThomasA. ~11
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.....Dan Whipple

Peter Wild
Philip White

Jazmrn McDonald,
-. Will Murphy
Hannah Hinchman

sarah Don
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Aaaociate Editor
i Contributing Editon
,

'Co~ndent
B~iness~
Circulation
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Subscription rate '12,00
Single copy. rate 50 centS.

Gall for perrniBsion to ~prihtapy articles or illust-
rations. €ontribuw-ons (manU8CTipUl, photos, art.-
work) will be welcomed 'witli the understanding that
the editors cannot be 'field 'tespslnirible "for loss or
_damage. Articles and letters will be publiBhed and
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included a well written description of
the mating dance of the damselfly.

> Dodd, who just earoed her bachelor's
degree from the Unh,ersityofMontana
in zoolaltY, didri't have samples of news
. 'Writing to send us, However, as you'll ':
see in her story on fences in t]Iis isSue of
HCN, she quickly adapted to journali ...
tic style. '
Fortunate)y for us, she is trying her

hand at different careers that might use
both her scientific backgrolind and her,
writing skills. She is working full-time
for two l"onths without pay.
She baa pitcbed in, with a smile, to

write "Hot Line" items; m.e, paste up,
stuff sample newspapers and haul mail
bags - in short she's sampled most of
the chores that go into newspaper-
making. '
You'll be seeing more of her byline

during her stsy-and later, we hope, as a
freelancer.
We'd like to thank Marge Higley for .

an adding machine, tyning tsble and a
grand old Underwood typewriter. Their
vintsge is unknown, but as Jaz says,
they have character. .'
As longtime readers, know, Higley

was a mainstay of the ~CN's three-
person steff during the pl\Per'. toughest
y~ whEm she was StaffhumOr.idt, cir-
culation manager anathe writer of the
"Disteff COmer" ana other' features.
She's also the originator of "Looney
Limericks."
Thanks, Marge. -

POPULAR REALITIES

We've initiated a new feature this
issue, which will appesr ll1I often as the-
material for it allows: ','Popular
Realities." Being a specialized publica-
tion, most of High Country News loo.ks
inside the -world of natural reso'¥C"'l
management. In "Popular Realities,"
we occasionally hope to comment on'the
environmental messages that are
reaching the public outside that world
- through buihper' stickers, movies,
TV and radio shows, public meetings,
advertisements and magazine and

,\newspaper' articles. We 'hope some of.
Y01' will help us laiep in' touch with
popular realities by sending idaaS or
COl\lDlenta for the column.

- the ataft'

o
.laughing on Torrey Lake in the Wind
'River Range. The trumpeter 8W8ns she .
had observed are gone, advancing with
the season to higher elevations. People
in the Dubois area have seen osprey,
both along Wind River and at Torrey
Lake. Mary hopes they wHI decicll> to
nest there. Up untilabout 10 years ago,
a pair nail returned perennially to Tor-
rey Lake. )3ut they were shot, the
female while she wile on the nest.'
~nipe are winnowing above' John
MfoczynSki's cebin in Atlantic City. He
likes to sit on his porch and listen to
them harmonize with his billy goat Jiid
who makes a similar noise (on a lower
pitch). Ruby-crowned kinglets are
whistling under their breaths in the
depths of the evergreens and cassiil's
finches are singing themselves hoarse
from the tops.
Joan Nice rose before dawn the other

morning to catch a glimpse of perhaps
the ~ost distinguished traveler passing .
through this country:' a whooping
crane. It was' feeding with a flock of
sandhill cranes in, a field by the
Sweetwater :8iver.

by ,Hannah Hinchman
1

It's the brief aeason of spring's incan-
descent green. l'asture lands that will
be rank and thistle-thronged li.ter look
, like manicured fairways now. The
slanted foothills of the Wind River
~e show a pale velvety-green thet
makes them look like th~ Irish heaths,
especially in stormy evening light. -
On top of windblown bluffs the.cuSh-

ion plants are having their season.
Phlox and wild peas bloom in
snowmelt-saturated gravel: gray-
green, white and lavendlir.
Mary Back tells me a pair ofloons. are

Ii



4-Hlgh Country NeW1I ~ May 4, 1979 •. ' .. '

THE AIR FORCE coDBiden the_ ateaa to be both geographically and
techDically suitable for deployment ofMX, according to the environmental
ImJM"'t .tement. Outlined areas would requiJ'e eItensive excavation of
rock, however. 8IDe<i the Impact statement waa publiahed, Idaho and the
Dakotu have been eHmlnated from consideration foranytbing-bllt the air
mObIle IIYlItem.

MX missiles in the West. ..
(continued from page 11

AGRICULTURAL RICHES

~ly, the prOposed MX sites fall into
two cateaoriea: land owned by the federal
government in New 'Meldco, Arizona,
Nevada, Utah and California; and private'
land uaed for farming and ranching in
Texas, ,Nebraska, Kansas; Colorado and
NewMe'&ico.
'lbe private lands inclu~, ~ .o~.the

UneR~T. l

Elusi~eblack-footed ferrets...
reontmued from page 11 'Utahisdoingnocensusworkbutwillbegin

S.D. ferrets may appeer above ground for when "it can bejustified financially," says
'. . Bob H fUtah D' .. f W'ld-only a few minutes every few days so It asenyager 0 rvision 0 1 .

takes five to seven days of surveilla:... to lif~ and Resources. Other states, such as
decide whether they occur in an area. Arizona, Oklahoma, Kansas, :rexas and,
Federal agencies are responsible for :ebr~a, .have ~dingan~wdl steP.~p,

funding the ferret recovery efforts on their elr mapping ss mes aV81 a-
lands.' States may apply for federal aid. If ble..
they qualify, the Fish and-Wildlife Service,
will pay for two-thirds to three-fourths of
the costs .
. Even Y{jth'federsl help, the problem of In most areas prairie dog populations
finding staff and funding Could slow the, have gradually increased over the past 25
ferret recovery plan considerably. Most years, according to Bissel. They have been
states have only' one or two non-game. poisoned since 1890 by ranchers and state
mammologists, who 'have other en- and federal agents. The most massive cam-
dangered species to worry aliout. paigns occurred in 1941 and the early '50s,
Several states .are already far along in when prairie dog 'populations reached an

their inventories. South Dakota has been all-time low. They were reduced by up to 80
the site of intensive ferret research for 15 percent in some state. and completely
years. Golorado began last year and hopes eradicated in several area s, Because
to be flnished]Jy 1980, according to Steve prairie dogs are adsptable and prolific,
Bissel of the Colorado Division of Wildlife. they seem to bounce back when poisoning
The Montana Fish and Gaine COmmission i•• topped, however. Now, as a result of
has almost completed maps of its town. of protective efforts onfederal lands, prairie
white-tailed prsirie dogs, one of several dog towna in South Dakota are expanding
specie. inthestate. ,. a't a rate of 30 percent to 100 percent per
In Wyoming, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife ,year, according, to. Hillman. But for some

"Service. made prairie ,dog town maps in reason, the ferrets do not seem to be in-
1971, ",hich need to be updated. In ',the creasing in re.ponse to the prairie 'dog
northeastern part of the state, the BLM has spread.
launchea _ loar-year ferret study in the To find outfor sure, improved technique.
coal leasing areas. A private ferret search for finding ferret. are essential, Nongame
led by Tim Clark of Idaho State University mammologist Hasenyager says tracking
over .the last five years has resulted InBeV- 'down ferret. "is like chasing ghost s."
era! reliable .ightings ill Wyomi~. Clark 'Hours spent at night with spotlights on
feels that the Powder River area 18 one of prairie dog town. are often fruitless. Tell-
the most promising regions for finding fer- tale signs, such as tracks, scat, digging and
rets. ... trenching marks, are sometimes apparent.
In New Mexico, only the Forest Service

and BLM have begun mapping their lands.

PROLIFIC PRAIRIE DOGS

t

(continued on page 5)

The idea"is to deploy a
,great sponge of targets
to absorb Soviet war-
heads.

I
JUSTA TEST

Tucsol,l had el)larged their protest to in-
clude the underlying cause of the tests -
the development oftheMX. Carrying signs
saying, uYOll Can't Eat Missiles," and
wearing buttons marked, "Bury the MX,"
about 20 people iilarched, around the Tuc-
son federal buildinil. , •
Carmine Cardamone: director of the

Animal Defense Council, explains why his
group is now foi:using on the MX.
, "Our concerns include destruction of the '
habitats of num~us threatened and en-
dangered 8P\'Cies" the ,destruction' of cul-
tural and, historic relics, threats to,pro-
'tected apecies and damage to limd surfaces

(continued on paae Ii)

most productive agricultutal lands in ,the
country. According to the Air FOrce, the

<:entrel Nevada Great Basin (including South Platte plains produce $41,000 worth _======E========================================5==~======='
portions of -.m); the l;;alifornia MOjave of agricultural products 'per'square mile
Desert; the. Luke- Yuma area between per year and the New :Mexico-Texas high environmentsl Impact statement mentions western part of the state. The Defense
Arizona an4 California; the White Sanda, plains produce $86,000 worth ofero", per that location of the MX in the New Nuclear Agency was conducting high-
N.M:, area; west Texas; the highplains be- square mile per year. Mexico-T.exas plains would require a new explosives tests to see. what the impact of
tween Texaa and New MSJ:ico; and the The federal lands are managed by the generating facility. . the explosive. in an.enemy hit would be on
South P1a~ plains in Nebraska, Colorado Bureau of Land Management or the De- In addition, the impact statement e.ti- a buried MX. "
and Kanaas. ~ent of Defense. Potential .ite. in· mates the MX-.puried development will Environmentali.ts and nearby Itldian
'lbe amount of land to be withdrawn cluderecreationareas,wildliferefuges,po- require a minimum oftlu:ee billion to a tribes didn't like the idea, of the test bomb- '

from all other liaes in thll8!l areas depends tential wilderness areas and lands leased maximum of12 billion gallons of water per ing. Tucson'.' Animal Defen.e League
on what technique the Air Force decides to for oil and minerala. year - a figure large enough to .end chills - feared destruction of wildlife habitat. The
use and whether civilians would be kept One of the proposed sites in Nevada coin· down the ,pine of many a farmer in the Colorado Indian River Indian'tribea wor-
out of the entire area for security reasons. cides with a proposed site for the Great w.ater-short West. ried about the effect ofthe blast on a nearby
Recently; White House officials suggested Basin National Park. ' Environmentali.ts are also concerned dam as well as about damilge to Indian
placing the miasiles aboard large aircraft, But whether an ar~a is publicly or pri- because the MX pre.ents a direct threat to ari:haeological resource •.
jiring them from the air and landing theni vately ownea, the impact of MX wouId be the habitat of many wild animals, ~me of The detonations, which occurred in spite
at sinall commercial airstrips around the dr¢c. According to the iinpactstatement, ' them on the endangered speciea·list. One of of the protests, involved the equivalent of
country. HoWever, Air Force officials indi- •construction and operation of the' defense the site. in New MexiCo, for example, i. 600 tons of TNT and left a crater 50 feet
cate there is little or no support for this systam will create potential growth rate. located near a refuge used bY the whooping ,wide and 25 deep.
option due largely to the fact that it would in or near the areas of over, 15 percent a crane; an endangered species. The .ite is Meanwhile, 'opponents of the tests in
cost about twice as much as tIie Iand·based year, outstripping the ability oflocal P"" also home for the peregrine falcon, another
options :- about $40 billion. ernments to supply necessary service., un- endangered .pecie., and contain. ar-
Air Force officials favor the Multiple. le.s careful planning occurs, Local gov- chaeological'remain. of early Indian

Aim Point System (MAP), in which mis- ernments near the site would have to pay tribes. ' . .
siles would be shuttled fr9m silo to silo about $10 ",lilion to upgrade public The .ites would also be prime nuclear
. above ground in trucks. That requires facHities arid .ervices. ' targets. Air Force chief of staffl Gen. Lew
6,000 to 8,000 square miles of land to be In areas where the land is privately Allen, Jr., aaid last'year that the idea be-
withdrawn from other uses, assuming that owned, the ~ would mean population hind the MX was to "deploy a great sponge
only five acres around each hole would be movement out of the area as well as in. of targets in the United States to absorb the
fenced olffor security. Other uses would be Under one of the Air Force's'options for the Soviet warheads, making a surprise attack
allowed between the holes under this plan, South Platte plainll,' for SJ:ample, the en- look Ntile to the Kremlin."
but a total of close to 20,000 square JDiles 'vironmenta! imp8ct statement says that ,If the idea of losing their farms, their
would be aft'ected, including roads.,. 70,000 people living in the affected zone, water and their liv.Hihoods didn't do it-

would have to be ')elocated," and in the the idea of becoming a target for a nuclear
Hlgh Plains, $1.7 billion worth of agricul- war was enOugh to.send many residents of
turaI production would be "displaced" each potenttal "sponges" streight to their towns'
year. meeting halla~ .
OthercostaoftheMX include incrl.ased

demand for electricity and water and, on
some sites, loss of wildlife habitat or ar-
chaeological treasUres. ' .
Bennett says energy requirements for

,theMX in Kansas alone would be equival-
ent to those 0jil city of 50,000 people. The

Public opposition to the Air Force's con-
troversial MX missile first surfa<1ed last
summer in Arizona when the fedetaJ gov-
ernment IItFted bombl'J'ding the north-

)
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elude everything from scent lures, live Patuent (Md.) Wildlife Research dog may be wasted, says Daniel Uresk of
trapping, aud nighttime photographic sta- Centsr. the research team.
tions to trained dogs and baited stoves Despits 15 yem of .!ield study, many As prairie dog towns have grown from
pipes -. Hasenyager dreamt. up the stove ~tions remlim unanswered shout fer- 3",200 acres in 1968 to 30,000 acres in 1977
'pipe idea a year ago. A section of pipe is rets and their relationship to prairie dOgs. in' Buffalo Gap, llll has raDchers' hostili~
coated on the inside with an adhesive and At South DBkota's Buffalo Gap National increased. Under such pressure, the Neb-
then shoved' down a prairie dog hole with Grasslands, which is being managed for rasks Forest Service; which manages Buf-
bait in the bottom. Ingoing for the bait, the prairie dogs imd black-footed ferrets, the falo Gap, began last year to poison certain
ferret theoretically willleave some ofhis RockyMountainForeetRangeExperiment areas, In cooperation with the Black-
black dorsal guard hair in the goo. Qnly Station is researching prairie dog colony" Footed Ferret Recovery Team, the agency
two such pipes have been made, and the . dyn8J!!ics and food habits aDiI the ecologi- is trying to leave enough towns for ferrets,
method hill! not proven succe~ yet. "But cal role of the prairie dog. Researchers are should they be there. But no ferrets have
neither has llllJ(thing else," Hasenyager also studying the extent of competition be- been seen since 1976.
says. This eummer he hopes to have 200 tween livestock and the towns. Though privats poisoning programs in
more stove pipe devices for the BLM to try. Ranchers generally feel that they would the area are believed to be emall-ecale now,

like to have prairie dog towns, if they could Hillman sayS'"that they. may be expanded if
keep them under control, according to in- livestock and grain prices remain high.
tsrviews by Linder of South Dakota Stats. Strychnine oats are still available through
However, they are conVinced that large many county agents, and the black-footed
populations erode the soil, deplets grase, ferret recovery recommendations do not
and so are incompatible with their busi- restrict privats landowners. Obtaining
ness. The studies may show that this is not cooperation with ranchers and farmers to
entirely the case and the large amounts of orotect prairie dogs for the ferrets' aske
money spent i)l exterminating the prairie could be a delicats operation.
.' . Lease and SI1SOlI\llnt~nts are p0s-

sible, w.here the rancher is reimbursed for
the foi'age lost to prairie dogs. In1973, U.S.
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
funded eight 10-year leases in Sonth
Dakota. Privats conservation organiza-
tions -such as the Nature Consirv~
could work out ferret habitat easenii!n~
But how much time and money can be
spent preserving one species is a qUestion
thet remail1s lUUlIl8wered, aocording to
Hillman.' _
Clark says that if prairiedog poisoning' .

continues in moderation, and populations
still increase on federal lands, the future is
not lost for the ferret. Hillman says that.
there are probsbly remnant isolated popu-
lations that have gone unnoticed until now
that may be located with new techniq\lOS
and accelerated efforts.
And SO tha game of hide and seek con:. ,

tinues.

..
Unfortunatsly, prairie dogs often destroy
all evidence of ferrets a few hours after
sunrise. And even the experts can be baf-
fled by similar sigus m:ade' by other ani-
mals, particularly weasels. A recent abun-
dance of weaSels in South Dakota has been
"enough to drive a ferret biologist nuts,"
.' 'according to Hillman. "When you know
there's weasels in a town, you might as well
go home and twiddle your thumbe."
Nervous prairie dog behavior and a tsn-

dency to plug up burrows used by their
potential predator can provide another
clue to a ferret's presence.
Even if seen. ferre.ts still can behsrd to

identify. To the untrained eye, other mem-
bers of the weasel family, badgers and poc-
ket gophers can look deceptively like fer-
rets, As a result, mauy sightings have to ~
discounted as UFO's (unconfirmable ferret
.occurrences).

Many ferret biologists agree that one of
the most promising techniques is the use of
dogs trained to home in on ferret scent. This
summer two dogs will be tested in prairie
dog towns suspected of harboring ferrets .
The dogs are being trained in Texas with
the scat-and urine from the only remaining
black-footed ferret in captivity, which is at

GUARD HAIR IN THE GOO
Suggested methods of'locating ferretsin-

defense posture, llI\d, 'tor tha most part, Some people still don't believe it."
they trust the government," says Ksvin· But as the initialllbook wore oft",anger
Johnson, editor of the BeDkelman Post took over. Protest letters and petitions
and News·Chronicle. "So the initial rea<>- were received from some 2,500 Nehru-
tion to the MX - and especi81ly to the fact kane, including school cbildren, members
that the Air Force might tsl<e away their of Women in Farm Economics, Farm
farms for tlie project - was abeo1Uts shock. B~u and Wheatgrowers :Association

chapters and local government officials. It
was the heaviest..-eaction to MX from any
state.
. Partly as a result of theoe protests, Air
Forte officials reportedlJ are not considel'-
ingacquiri.lg larile tracts Qf private lend.
_for the project.lnstead, they are eyeing the
publiclands in statss that might. be ~ ..
tive to the PJ'll.ioCt, such as Nevada, Utah or
Texas.
The Air Force is also eoneidaring re-

quisting soma kind of legislative reliaf
from lengthy environmental impact
analysis so the system could be in place by
the mid-I980s. That _would require with-
drawing the latids by about 1983. .
- Asmore and more groupe learn about the
MX schemes; theire finding that nuclear
weapons are no longer just a bational issue
- decided by the sPecialists in· Washington,
n:c. They are s veryrea1local concern, and
everyone; from a Nebraska farmer to an
¥aD in New Me1dco, has a stake in the
outcome.

throughout the West," Cardamone says.
In neighboring New Mexico, another

group, the Coalition to Stop the ¥X mis-
sile, has asked the stats's congreeeioeel de-
lega.tion to OPPO"l' siting the mobile missile
in any of the three sitss proposed in the
state. The coalition is concerned about the
loss 'of farm and ranc~land, depletion of
scarce ground watsr and the prospect of
.becoming a prime nuclear strike ione.
The state's largest newspaper, the

Albuquerque Journal, has editorialized
against the missile.

about the MX frOlJ.l.Nehraskans for Peace,
a group in Lincoln that is trying to halt the
armsra~. '
"People around here are a conservative

lot - family farmers, sons and daughters
of immigrants who have farmed the iand
for.generations. T1ley're in favor of a strong

j

WANTS MISSILE,S
However,;'; one.small eastern New Mes-

ico town on the periphery of a propOSed MX
site, there are signs of encouragement for
the Air Force. The Clayton-Union County
Chamber of Commerce favors missile sites
in the area. With visions of increased jobs,
local proponents of the MX talk of "land·
ing'!. the missile project the same way.they
ulanded" the country's largest wind
generator, which now supplies one-fifth of
their electricity . According to the Union
Country Leader, thetown'tibusineas lead-
ers are getting some. support from the
state'~ congressional delegation, all but
one of whom favor t1ie MX. . .
utah Gov. E\cottMatheSon is .;u., push·

ing for the MX. He sent a telegnun to Pre&-
ident Carte~ in April saying he thinks
there would be no adverse environmental
impact on his stats if the MX is deployed
"'there.. '
.Many Nebraskans and .others in the
South Platte lliains feeLdift"erent!y. •
. Residents Qf the jIat, wheat aDd corn
.growing country that spreads ~ Neb-,
raska, Kansas andCo1orado lUst hW'd

u.s. AIr 1'_ phalo
MX.VERTICAL SHELTER. The MX missile ls depleted'iil this artisfs Con-
cept in its p!l88ive or alert .tate. Prior to launch, the 1IIiulle, wbleb 111
contained in aprotsctlve canl8ter, would be partially elevated out 01 its
vertical shelter. The Air Force is DOW coD8ldering fendug Oft'·ftve _
around"'" 01 the mi!l81Iu for security 1'8_ but aDowlDg other ..-
between the mlsslle enclosures.

"

Dede Feldman is a freelance writer in
Albuquerque, N.M. She just received a
NeW Mexico Press Women's Award fur an
~cle that appaared in Hitrh Country
News, "N.M. reMarchers dabunk iDsula-
. tion myth." . • '

This article was pai!f for inpart by tss·
deductible contributiOns to the HCN
Research.Fond.
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-Wilderness reviewersdrop 55 million acres
Fifty·five million acresofpublic lands in

the northern and central Rockies, an area
larger than the state of Utah, would. be
dropped from further .wildernesscoqsider.
ation under the Bureau of Land
Management's proposedfirst cut in ita wil-
derness inventory process. The proposed
excisions were made from Olin house infor-
mation" without field evaluations, BLM
says:
The 55 million acres represent 79 per-

cent of the 70 million aeres managed by
BLMin Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming,
Montana and the Dakotas. By its proposal,
the agency is saying that those lands
."clearly and obviously" lack wilderness
characteristics and that no intensive on-
site study of their natural values is neces-
sary.
. After a 9O-day public comment period
(see accompanying summary), each .BLM
state director will issue a final list 'of areas
. to be dropJied from further consideration,
relelllling them from development restric-
tions imposed during the inventory. The
remaining lands will undergo intensive
.stndy this summer, with a second cut to
follow.
The proportion of BLMlands to receive
further study varies fromless than six per-
cent in Wyoming (l.04million acres of the
17.8 million BLM aCres in the state) to
about 33 percent. in Montana (2.7 of 8.1
million acres).
¥ the May 15 deadline for public com-'

ment in Wyoming approaches, Wyoming
BLMwildernesacoordinator WayneErick-
son says ,anti-wilderness sentiment is run-
ning ahead. WAbout60 percent of the 700
responses we've received So far express ColIinssaysonlyoneoftheinstsntstudy
general feelings for or against wilderness, . areas in Colorado(areas previously deslg-
Thisisnotthekind.ofresponse.weaaked nated by BLM as primitive or natural
for and won't be useful to us at this stage. areas) ..appears to be really large enough"
The majority of the general commenta, as for a wilderness recommendation: the
well 811 the comments on specific areas, '47,000·acre Powderhorn high mountain'
seeiil to be anti·wilderness," Erickson says. area near Qunnis6n.:
Despite the ~ral .negative reaction,. 1n Idaho, wilderness coordinator George

Erickson already mowsof at least one area UTAH'S BOOKCLIFFS Weiskircher says three large river canyon
in Wyoming that will probably be' recom-.. systems in southwest Idaho form a IBJge
mended for wildemessdeaignation-Scab . AbOut28 percent of Utah's 23.2million'''' part of the 3.7 million acres selected for
Creek near PinecIale. Because it is a BLM BLMseres are proposed..fQ.rfurther study.. study: the Deep Creek·Owyhee Canyon
"primitive area," Scab Creek received Kent Biddulph, Utah wilderness coor- area H83,000 acres).Bruneau River·Sheep
BLMserUmy earlier than other roadless . dinator for BLM, says the largest study Creek .(148.000acres) and Jarbi!lge River'
areasinthestate.Ericksonaaysthetabout areasin,Utah will be in the Bookcliffsarea (112,000 acres). . ,
8.000 of its 9,400 a_ will probably b8 DJlrth.ofMoab. th~ Sevier Lake Bed.near The Idaho proposals would release 69
recommended. Richfield and the Salt Flats west of the percent of the 12million acres managed by

Great Salt Lake.Large acreages in the San BLM intlie state.
Rafael Swell in eastern Utah. in the Weiskircher says 336,000' acres of the
WahWah moimtains and south ofCapitol Grassland Kipuka-Great Rift iristant

-

by~pWhite

In Colorado, 1.2million acres of the 8.5
million acres managed by BI,.Mwere found

:

NORTH SAND IDLLS Natural Area, shown above, was
6rado as a wilderness study area. .- .

to be roadIess and deserving of further
study. Included were 'lands containing
14.oo0-foot peaks. red-rock canyons.
forested mountains and pinyon-juniper.
plateau country.
Accordingto Sally Collinsat BLM'sCol-

orado office. the 79,000-acre. Dominquez
Canyon units south of Grand .Junction
were among the largest tracts in the state
selected for further review: Other large
areas were the Black Ridge Canyonswest
of Grand Junctioll (77,000 acres). the al-
pine Red Cloud Pea1l, .area southwest of
Gunnison' (38.100 acres) and more than
100,000 acres in several units in extreme
northwest Colorado near Dinosaur Na-
tional Monument. . .

Photo courtesy of Colorado BLM

not choaen by the Bureau o! Land Ma.;.gement in Col-

=

-

Reef lilational Park also will be studied. study area near Arco would be recom-
1n addition. nearly twomillion acres.in mended for continued study. The area is

San Juan County in southeast Utah and predominately unforested lava flows south
most of the coal-rich Kaip.aro~,its Plateau of Craters of ~ Moon National Monu-
in south-central Utah. will be studied for· ment. .•.• .
wildeniess potential. . '
Utah BLM-announcedin mid- April that . "MONTANA· .

"proposed minerals activity" had caused an Several large Montsna areas selected for
accelerated wilderness inventory of the - study .are located north of the Misso.uri
356,000-acre Dirty Devil River unit 10. RIver In northcentral Montana and south
cated between Canyonlands and Capitol and west of Butte. according to Gary Lep-
Reefnational parks. The area is high on part. wilderness coordinator, Leppart says
Utah conservationists' wilderness list. the 2.4,166-acre Centennial Mountain
BLMs inventory pioposes that 90.000' primitive area along the Montana-Idaho

acresQ.ftheDntyDevilunitbe"designated border. is also being studied for possible
88_ a wildemess study area," opening the wilderness designation, . .
.other 266',000 for development. A public Th~. ~ontana office inventoried four
meeting on the DirtY Devil proposal is ~reas In northwest Snuth Dakota and ~wo
scheduled for 6 p.m, on'May 12 a,.tHank- III southwest North Dakota totalIng
svflla following an 11 'I.m. tour ?fthe area. 25.000 acres. All SiX would be released
The comment period on the proposal ends fromfurther study under the BLMpropos-
June 5. • ~a~ls~.,£-__ -:--,-.,---:--=---,

. Dates and addresses for public com-
.mell.\...2.nBLM's initial wildemes; in-
ven'm'ry: _ .
Colorado: May 1 to July 31;Wilder,

,ness. BLM State Office. P.O.Box 2266.
Denver, Colo. 80201. .
Utah: April 1 to June 30; St':te

Director·Wildeme .... BLM.University
chib Building. 136East South Temple.
Salt.Lake City. Utah 84111-
WyoriJing: February 15 to May 15;
State Director, BLM, P.O. Box 1828.
Cheyenne,. Wyo. 82001..
Idaho: ~h Ilj to June 15, State -

Director, 398 Federal Building, Boise.
Idsho 83724. • .

IDAHO"": RIVER S¥!'ITEMS

North Dakota
,by Mike Jacobs

. BISMARCK,N.D.-lnsharpcontrastto
other ~nt seSsions,the 1979meeting of
the Nprth Dakota Legislature """mel!. to
forget the environment. 'Fewenvironmen-
tal issues were raised at the se.. ion. which.
,adjourned March 29, and those did not
flml welL
The legislature did approve -a bill tliat

upgrades North Dakota's strip mine re-
clamation law to' federal' standardS. This
was done J:<lluctai1tly.however,and after a
resolution appealing for "two-year exemp:
tion mm the federal law.wss rejected .
. State Sen. Stella Fritzell ofGrand Forks
fwed in her ,ttempt to repeal a state'law
requiring approval of county COIIIJirission-
era liefore private land can be sold to state
and ~l Wildlifeagencies.The law, p.....
,sed i!t~!!77, a)so, ",,~,~t e~n,ta .'!9ld.,

I
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-Fences. or free range:
BLM ,plans stir disputes

by Genevieve Dodd

The Red Desert in southcentral Wyom- _
ing encompasses close to a million acres of
unfenced range land - perhaps the largest
range in the country still not divided by ,
barbed wire. However, to keep-the range
healthy for livestock and wildlife, the
Bureau ofLand Management plana to erect
44- miles of fence in the desert's Seven
Lakes area. The plan, first introduced in
1976, has stirred opposition from wildlife
supporters, including Wyoming's Game major migration route of the desert's herd.
and Fish Department and the National When combined with severe winter
Wildlife Federation. As the bureau gets , storms, fences become lethal barricades to
ready to issue its final management plsn 'migrating antelope. In the winter of
for the ares, the controversy has lnten-· 1971-72, one-third of the Red Desert's an-
silled. telope herd died - approximately 3,600

animals. Many were found 'close-to 'or
caught in fences. Again this ,year, fences
combined with an unusually severe winter
have takert a high toll OIl antelope. To those
concerned about wildlife, more fences
mean more antelope traps.

Driving across the sagebrush country of
southcentral 'r\'yoming is not an awe-
inspiring experience for most people. The
land there looks cracked and dry, ungen-
tied. Yet the Red Desert is the homeof the
world's largest migrating herd of antelope:
12,000 animals thst travel 40 to 50 miles
each year.ltalao provides forage for domes-
tic livestock, both cattle and sheep.
At the core of the fencing dispute lies a

well-defined conflict: fences help manage
cattle, but they also can endanger an-
telope. The proposed fence cuts acrose tjle

Only in the last three years has fencing
seemed necessary to BLM in 'the Seven
r..;,kes area. Before 1976 most ranchers in'
the area ran sheep, confined and ,managed
by sheepherders, not fences. Recent
economic trends and a scarcity of
sheepherders hsve made sheep less attrae-

tive than cattle to several operators. Four
sheep ranchers 'have applied to BLM to
change froni'sheep to cattle in the Seven
Lakes area. Cattle, whose foraging habits
differ from those of aheep, will.l"'l"ire
fences for proper range managemilnt, ac-
OOrdingto BLM.
In an effort to fulfill its duty as a

multiple-use agency, BLM has attempted
to find a compromise. The proposed fence is
,what one official calls a "wildlife fence."
The standard livestock fence conaists of
five strands of barbed wire. The proposed
fence uses three strands ofwire; the bottom
strand has no barbs and is 16 inches above
the ground. Antelope, which don't oft.en
jump fences, can safely slip under the bot-
tom wire - unless tJiere's too much snow.
BLM has used this type of fence since 1976
on public lands. The entire fence can be laid
down on the ground for the winter months.

BLM has agreed to lay down 29 miles of
the fence for tile winter months. The
Wyoming'Department of Game and Fish
and the National Wildlife Federation are
concerned that BLM, with high ~mployee
turnover, will not continue to take the
fence down year after year. BLM spokes-
man Ron Winker says BLM will fulfill its
promise. "For us to maintain credibility,
we feel we have to stjck to the proposal as -
worded," he says.

;'What we're proposing is an absolute
minimum (of fencing) to facilitste proper
animal distribution out there," says
Winker. He \!flYS cattle tend to congregate
in' and overgraze drainage areas, leaving.
other range ungrazed. The fence will "prp-
mote orderly US\' of range that will benefit
all species," including wildlife and lives-
tock, says Winker.

Most ranchers of the area support BLM's
fencing proposal, according to BLM. How-
ever some people, including cattle rancher
William McIntosh, think that 44 miles of
fence is 44 miles too much. "I am opposed.to ,
the fences; I have always been opposed to
any kind of fencing in that ares," says
Mcintosh., He thinks range management'

can best be accomplished when man
doesn't interfere. "We have not found any-
thing that works range better than a cow's '
own instinct."
Some wildlife groups, including the Na-

tional Wildlife Federation and the Defen-
ders of Wildlife, think the proposed fence
will alter the habits of four bands of wild
, horses living in the area. Defenders of
Wildlife suggests that the fencing will
"limit natural breeding selection
and ...ultimstelylead to inbreeding." How-
'ever, BLM's Winker says that the wild
horses will not be affected.
Game and Fish district,supervieor Bill

Crump does notthink the 44 miles offence, .
as proposed, will endanger antelope. He is
concerned, however, that BLM will not
stop there. "rIJ bet that within five years,
more fences will be proposed (in the Seven
Lakes area)," he says. He thinks additional
fencing would certainly threaten tbe ,an-
telope. Game and Fish is asking BLM to
promise not to propose more fencing but to
use alternative methods for range Ill81>-
agement in the area. BLM's Winker says
that no other fences will be needed and that
Game and Fish's recommendationa will be
included in the final plan for the area.

BLM national director Frank Gregg is
expected to make a final decision on the
,Seven Lakes fencing proposal by the end of
May.

a

Photo by Dick _, De,....... 01WIIdIIf.
WINTER STORMS combined with fences endanger migrating antelope.
Woven wire fences are especially bad since they prevent animals from
crawling underneath. BLM plana to use three-stnm!l fences and to lay the
fences down each winter, which may alleviate the threat.

ih ill j

legislators resist federal environmentol regulations
bya landowner for wildlife wetland refuges ity of mineral rights under a parcel of land Service Commission if a bond were posted.
will end as soon as the landowner dies or to proceed with development despite the Debate over-the coal severanee tax at-
sells his property. objectiona of the minority mineral owners. tracted attention. The Republican Party,
Efforts to mandate tighter restrictiona 'The Legislature was not successful in over- which controlled 70 percent ofboth houses,

on farm drainage were turned aside by the riding the veto. The issue stems from a compromised on a tax of 85 cents per ton
farmer-dominated legislature to the sor- celebrated case in Mercer County, in which which would rise'with the wholesale price
row of conmiunities now enduring record . a party holding one-sixtyfourth of the min- index, which is calculated by the U.S. De-
breaking floods. Many-flood vietimsargue erals under a section of land successfully partment of Labor. The tax will rise one
that ditches. dug to drain potholes destroy atopped strip mining the land by appealing -;>enny for every four point rise in the index:
the natural holding. capacity of the land. to the 8tl'te courts. Democrats, including Link, had supported-
The proposed legislation would have re- a tax of 25 percent of the average selling
quired farmers to plug draina in the event The environment figured. indirectly in price of coal at the mine mouth. Faced with
of a flood emergency. several hotly contested utility pills. One, an overwhelming majority opposing hia
Ina challenge to the federal government, vetoed by the governor, would have per- position, the governor allowed the lower,

legislators attempted to relax the 'state's mitted utilities to 'add the cost of construe- flat rate tjIx to become la)Vwithout his sig-
speed limit laws by reducing the l!"nalty tion work in progress 'into rate bases. The nature. '
for exceeding 55 miles per hour, but Gov. other, passed by the state senate but re- The Garrison Diversion Project, the ob-
Arthur A. Link vetoed the bill. jeeted by the house of'representatives" ject of long-term controversy in North
, The .governor also vetoed a bill that would have allowed utilities' to increase Dakots, became an issue st tbe session. As
wouldhavepermittedt\1eownerofamajor- rates without approval of the state Public in the past, the legislature reaffirmed its

support of the $650 million irrigation pro-
ject, which would move water from the
Missouri River. to central and eastern
North Dakota.
The vote on resolutions praising Garri-

SOD Diversion was closer than at any time
in the past because growing concern over
lands to be acquired {or wildlife has fos-
tered opposition to the project. •
Critics of the project mounted a major,

but-unsuccessful, effort to curb the ability
of- the Garrison Diversion Conservancy
District to ~ tax money to lobby legis-
lators. '
The session passed a bill establishing a

committee to hear grievances about land
acquisition by the Bureau of RecIBmation.
Most of the cnrreat unrest is ahout wildlife
mitigation la~ 1'!'Quired by the 1965 con-
gressional authorization of Garrison.
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The roadrunner looked
back over his tail at the
car to see it gaining on
hjm. As the automobile
bore down on the as-
tonished bird, it cocked
its tail suddenly,made a
sharp tum to the left,
dodged through some
cacti and zoomedaway.

The

.
Photo by C.Allan Morgan. .
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tt zaees along paths and
.roads at speeds of up to
25 mph. .

~ .

as eurious and unpredictable·~as Its cartoon

. "

the digestive processes proceed, the lizard
gradually slips down the bird's throat. )

Beep! beep! whoosh! The familiar sounds The road runner also kills and eats
of that irrepressible film cartoon character snakes but.Seldom bothers with one that is
are imitsted by countless children who too large tciswallow in stages. When it does
,have watched its duels with the hapless, eat a snake, the procedure isJsimiiar to the
born-loser, "Wily Coyote;" These staccato lizard-digesting sequence.
·tootsofarrog..n~earetisuallyaccompariied . When the road runner kills.a rattles-
by the rush and roar of moving air as the nake, it does so with grisly efficiency, By
fleet-footed road runner disappears in a . fluffing out itsfeathers and eXtending its
puff of dust on-the horizon. wings, it presents a large b\1tfalse target
Although a partial distortion.(the.~oyoie . for the rattlesnake. When the snake

is not in reality a dupable buffoon), the strikes, the road runner jumps qui~ly
cartoon's oooceptualization has basis in backward again and agail" .Eventually,
fact, TIle roadrunner, living in the flat, theanaketires.Thentheroad~rdarts,
open spaces of the semi-arid regions of the in and pedis at the snake's eyes,trying to
'West (Nevad';:, Colorado; New Mei<i~o,· . blindit.Oftenthebirdkillstherattiesnake ,
Southern California, Arizolla, parts of by splitting ,its.skull or by seizing it by the ,
Kansas, Louis!l!IUllU).d'Tex"4l rightly de- neck.andsm8ahii!g its head against a rock.
serves its name. It spends mueh of its time The l;ghtniilg-li!i:e 'movements instru-
running up, down and a~ss roads at top mental in subduingthe rattlesnake also
speed:. I .. enable the road runner to catch flying in-
The real road runner also is as-curious sects and 8~1 birds- sparrows, orioles,

and unpredictable as its cartoon counter- mockingbirds and eve...swiftS-byleaping
part. It races along 'traila and roads at a foot or two in the air.
speeds of up to 25 mph with head-crest When chased by humans or aninoals, the
erect and tail straight behind, outpacing road runner will disappear into a dense,
horsemen and .even cars, flying only when bush or cholla.cactuaThere its variegated
. suddenly surprised. Its 16 to 18 inch wing dark and light brown feathera render it
span is short compared to its body Iength of almost- invisible. '
22 to 24 inches. Its 12 inch'long tail acts as Speckbed coloring, along with other
a counterbalance and rudder when-it is characterietice, contribute' to the road
running at top speed, enabling it to turn runner's clown-like appearance: its
sharply and stop quickly. , 'shaggy, mobile dark-brown crest on top of
On one occasion, it was reported that-a' its head; itSlongbill and legs; itsclispropor,

car was ~ruising along. a oountry ,road tionately 101lgtsil; its two toea faciiig for-
when,.onatum,aroadrunnerdroppedinto ward and two ~kward. When the road
line Shead of the car. The driver sped up a 'runner is ex~ited or lIisturbed, it displays
little. The road runner looked ha~k over his bright orallge skin behind its striking light
tai11lt the ~ar to see it·gainillg on him. As . green eyes, raises its crest and cli~ks its
the automobile bore down on the as- ,bill.'.
tonished bird, 'it ~ed ita tai1suddenly, Because of the arrangement of its toes,
. made a sharp turnt", the left, dodged the I:Qadrunner is difficult to,track, Itcan't
through some ~acti and ,zoomed away. " be determinE'! immediately if the bird is
Although omnivorous, feeding on in- coming or going. .

_ts, fruits,seeds,frogs,.tarantulas,~orp- The road runner, the stste bird of New
ions,' small mammals and reptiles, it par- Mexico, flies only reluctantly, for short dis-
ti~ularly likes lizards: The lizards are tsn~es to~ross arroyos or ~ail.yons. Its pre-
fast-moviiig, but the road runner is·faster.· ference for running over flying makes it an
When fed a lizard,ayou.lg bird is unable to avian anomaly of the Western prairies.
swallow it all at on~e. After juggling the
victim around.in its mouth until the head is
foremost, it gulps ~onvulsively' until the
lizard is down as far as possible. Then the
young' bird sits, with blinking eyes, with
the remainder of the lizard's body and tsil
~ngling'and wiggling. from its mouth. As

by ThOJl1!l8Jenkins

, ---
Thomas M. Jenktns is dire~tor of the di- '

vision of communications 'and arts at the
Red R6~ks Carhpus QfCommunity College
of Denver. /

1

eou~terpart

The lizards are fast-
moving, but the road-
l11J1Ileris faster.'



THREE MILLION JOBS. A congres-
sional report says that a shift from coal and

?PG CEASES SOLAR. Glass manufac- oil to solar energy by 1990 would create
turer PPG Industries is withdrawing from almost three mil1ion jobs for Americans.
the solar collector business. Recession, in- Previous speculations by solar energy cri-
flationary priees and interest rates have ,tics suggested that iffossil fuel energy con-
caused a downturn in the' market. The sumption decreases, large numbers ofpeo-
manager of the company's solar products pie will beout of work. The study, however,
department; Neil Barker, says that profit- concludes that if solar facilities and con'
able production would require raising servation equipment were set up and re-
prices and lowering costs. He says solar placed fossil fuels on a large scale, 1.1mill-
energy is not competitive WIth fossil fuels ion jobs would be lost in the fossil fuel in-
at current price levels. PPG's announce- dustries. However, money freed from the

To save the barren ground carihou, U.S. kimos in that area, which 'may affect fed-' ment follows a similar one by Chamlierlsin high costs of fuel would generate 1.9 mill-
and Canadian.wildlife officials agree that eral withdrawals. Manufacturing Corp., which sold its solar. ionjobs. 0herramifications of the transfer
both countries must act soon. Speaking at Phillip W. Schneider of the National products division to Solaron Corp. of De- to. solar energy would be increased land,
the National Wildlife Federaticn annual Wildlife Fed"""tion says that Alaska may nver. values and higher density communities,
meeting in Toronto in March, J.A. Keith of object to the concept of a migratory mam- RADIOACTIVE LEAKS. Two nuclear- the report atates.
the Canadian Wildlife Service said Canada mals agreement, fearing that the federal .reactor plants recently reported "low level"
temporarily withdrew 15,000 square miles,' government would us~ the state's tradi- leaks of radioactive water and Steam, ac-
l8st summer from new mineral leasing.. tional role in wildlife management. cording to United Press International. The
The area is contiguous with the 14,000 Keith says Canada will present a prop· leaks occurred in mid-MarCh at plants in
square mile Arctic National Wildlife oaed agreement, koown as a convention, to Maine and Connecticut but weren't made
Range in Al~. the United States in a few months. The public until a month after they occurred.
Canada is in the final stages ofpreparing agreement would establish a .permanent The incident in Maine wss publicized only

an agreement to be signed by the two cow- commission ·that would. make recommen- . after the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
tries that would set up a permanent com- dations on harvest levels and ways to con- ordered the plant shut down last week. Fif-
mission to watch over the caribou. serve the habitat. Like the International teen thousand gallons of radioactive water
About 75,000 carihou are in the Por- Joint Commission, which considers water overflowed at the Millstone II plant in

cupine herd. While Keith says they ale. issulis between Canada and-the United .Connecticut. The following day, 4,000 gal-
now maintaining this population level, - States, the new commission would have Ions of radioactive steam and water es-
there are many proposals· for future de- advisory power only. caped into the atmosphere and adjoining
velopment, and the Dempster Highway is . The agreement would have to be signed buildings at Maine's Yankee atomic plant.
DOWbeing completed through the range. by the president and the Canadian minjs- A spokesman explained that the incident
The imminent danger to the herd was ter for the environment. at the Connecticut plant wss not classified

pointed out by wildlife author AndY Rus- Meanwhile, Congresa is considering as high priority when it happened. Neither
sell, who also spoke at the meeting. Ruasel1 legislstion that could expand the Arctic accident presented danger to plant workers
said that when .the Alaska Highway was National Wildlife Range in AlaSka and or to the public, according to safety officials
built, there was' no thought to the envi- could provide further ptytection. However, in the two states.
ronment. It split the range of the "40-mile" one of the 'amendments being considered "
caribou herd, which once numbered close could also allow oil and ga.s exploration
to half a million, according to naturalist within the present range.
Olaus Murie's estimates. Now only about
8,000 to 9,000 caribou are lett in thet herd.
Many were killed by hunters along the new
road, and others died when they wouldn't
cross the highway to .reach. their tradi-
tional wintering ground.
While it is too late to reroute the Demps-

ter Highway to prevent such problems for
the PorCupine herd, the YWton Territory
and the Northwest Territories govern-
ments are trying to figure out ways to pro-
tect the caribou, such as convoying cars WANTED: Executivedirector for the Wyoming
and limiting hunting. Hunting isno longer Outdoor Council, a growing, statewide en-
allowed within five miles of the Dempster vironuientaJ group. Responsibilities include:

administering Blaft'ofthree; fU~iBiDg ani! re-Highway; however, the restriction applies
cruiting memben; coordinating legislative

only to nonnatives, and natives do mOst of lobby; developingpn>grsD1B.The diroelA>r;"ae-
the himting. countab1sto the board ofdirectors and serves on
Many other hurdles remain· for the .a year to yesr contract. Experience required in

caribou. The Canadian Parliament will Weatern conservation issue8,.poUtic:alorjaniz- , I

make the f'lnal decisions on the protective mg, adminiatration and public relations. Sahuy SAVER SHOWEll pays for ilselfin less than six
......._..... and the P Iiame t, lik th· $800-$1,000 per month plus benefits. &ncI re-. months!_""""on, ar n e " sumo, four refereuces, writing oample and de- Saver shower deluxeWiththrottle valve $12.95
U.S. Congress, is under pressure from acriptlonofrelevant~nco to: PamMinisr, SaYJ'rBIIowerBtandard , 9:95
enerv companies. Box 1184, Cheyenne, Wyo. 82001. (307) Saver sink aerator 1.96
Parliament is· also deciding on native 835.8416. Deadline mid-May. StartIng date Postage and handling .75

ela;ima-Mtt'em ... te':fllr'1Jldt' ... ·-1Ilit ~ -~~,~·r'~·~'.-~~,~"'::.'?""".-....." TiIl!'& ~ and,'J!r~._ ~kViclor,Jd ..·.....,.l.b:=""",=====~:===~
I \
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. Photo by Leo ..... Lee Bu m
CAmBOU. Canada and the UDited States are working together to protect a
large area for the Porcupine Caribou Herd.

Canada, U.S. to protect caribou

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED- Outdoor enthusiast who is retiring
seeks high country hom!, or cabin or suitable
acreage. Willing to pay a good price for 8scenic,
a_b1e, viable propelty. Pathfinder, Box 562,
Rancho Banta Fe, Calif. 92062.
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NUCLEAR FOES. Caution about nuclear
energy facilities is growing in the wake of
the Three Mile Island near-disaster, ac-
cording to the Wall Street Journal. At ,
Detroit Edison Company's annual meet-
ing, a proposal to halt construction and de-
sign of nuclear plants received 10 percent
of the vote from shareholders. The size of
the vote may encourage similar proposals
at other utility companies and will most
likely insure that the proposal is intro-
duced again next year at Detroit Eqison,
according to the Journal: Top company
officials, however. say Detroit Edison re-
- mains convinced that nuclear power is the
most economical form of power.

-raY De ... from aerou the eoaDtry ~

DOE ENDORSES GASOHOL. A De-
partment of Energy (DOE) report,
scheduled to be released soon, says alcohol
fuels "can play an important role in our
national energy strategy." The report con-
cludes that alcohol fuels could: reduce
gasoline consumption by nine percent; help
alleviate sho~ages in lead-free gasoline;
get as good or better mileage than gasoline;
be· made from any product containing
starch and sugar (such ~ grain, wood, gar-
bage, or paper) and reduce U.S. depen-
dency on foreign oil imports. The oil indus-
try considers gasohol to be uneconomic,
however.

smaJI grovjll'108S0nable rates·
free brochure

WILDERNESS
ADVENTURE
.with an

environmental twist

Classified ads cost 10 cents a word;
they muat be prepaid.

Friends of the Earth's Wyoming Rep·
resentative, Howie Wolke,announces a
new idea in wildernsss travel: back-
packing, mountaineering, and' cross
country ski trips featUring high quality
guiding and instruction in the use 0'.
safe, low impact wilderness travel
techniques. Also,'we offer two inten-
'slve field courses focusing on public
lands and wilderness, designed forthe
environmental activist, buivaluable for
anyone who shares our concern about
the management of our public lands.
We s.upply food, equipment, and the
opportunity for a quality wilderness
experience. All in the spectacular. yet
threatened mountain wilderness of
northwest Wyoming.

HAND OPERATED WASIDNG MACmNES,
"nonelectric, for sale. Do iton your porch or inthe
forest. THE BASECAMP,'Box 135, Volcano,
Calif. 05689 . .

--
WILLING HAND. Matur.e,independent woman
look~ to experience ranch or farm life. In-
terested inoutdoor work, capable: of hard. physi-
cal labor. Can offer dependability, concern for
the land, esg"""eBSto leam. Nancy Jane, Jelm,
Wyo. 82063

Wild
Horizons
Expeditions .

Box2348-H
.Jackson ,Wy.

83001 307 733-5343
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Oi/development ,threatens grizzlies/ last prairie
. . - .

_by Jim RobbIDs

An exploratory oil well in Montarui is
threatening the grizzly bear'a laat known
, prairie habitatin the continental United
Statea.' .
, The well is located between two lobes of
Pine Butte Swamp near Choteau, Mont .•
an area rich in wildlife and vegetation
where the bears come' every spring to feed,
The bears' lowland haven is in trouble.
however, because it overlies part of the
Overthrust Belt. a Rocky Mountain geol-

ogic formation that industry says has high
oil andgaa potential. '
Ken Margolis of tile' Nature CoDlier-

vsncy, which recently purchased >3,000
acres of the 7.000 acre swamp for preeerva-
tion, says that the well is "in the worst
possible place (for the bears)." He's afraid
that the oil operation will displace the
bears - at leaat temporarily. -
'Activity at the exploratory well. oper-
ated by Hunt Energy 'of Texas, began in'
mid-March and-will end in mid-May'. Mar-
golis says that this is a crucial time for the

New plans submitted for, Colstrip 3 '& it.
,

The 'U:S. Environmental Protection, dards.itwouldnotmeetproposedreVisions
Agency has tentatively approved new con- ': to those standards, which may yet be
struction plans for the 1.40Q,>megawatt ',adOpted! A final decision on. the EPA ap-
Colstrip power plant unita 3 and 4 in Mon- proval will be made after public hearings
tana, EPA had previously rejected Mon- in Heiena on May 22. ColStrip on May 23
tans Power Company's plans for pollution and Lame. Deer on May 24.
control because the agency said theplants
could not meet stringent Claas I air quality
requirements in force on the Northern
Cheyenne Indian reservation. about 20
miles south of the construction site.
In the revised plans, Montana Power

, substituted a different scrubber chemical
~ dolomitic lime' - to capture more pol-
lutants and agreed to install taller stacks
to disperse residual pollution more widely.
EPA warns. however. that although the

scrubber design would meet current stan-,

WILDE.RNESS OIL AND GAS LEAS-
ING. The U.S. Forest Service is plahning
to allow some oil.and gas leasingrm desig-
nated wilderness areas, according to Region

GROUP OPPOSES SOLAR PRO. 2 Deputy Regional Forester Sidney Hanks.
Hanks says. "In the past. it has been Forest

JECT. In an oddrole reversal. a Utah en- :Service policy not to allow leasing' if any
vironrnental group is suing the National surface occupancy would be required in a
Park Service to prevent construction of a wilderness' area. 'However • iii re.reading
small solar energy plant in Utah. Accord- the WildemeBS Act of 1964. it seema clear
ing to Eniineering New ....Record. the that the intent ofGongreBBwas to ieaBe the'
Committee,to Protect the Environment lias areaa." Hanks says tliat leaseS will now be IIi!==S_==!E!5!i!!ES!E!!!EEl!E!!i!!i!ElS!;!!!!!!!!!!!!!i==E!E! 5!iIi!S!E5!5!!!!I!"
filed in federal court to stop constru,ction of Considered on a case-by-case basis. He says. _ SOURCES sOl,1GHT: ~
a l00-kiiowattJlhotovoltaic plant at the "We'llconsidertheimpactsonthesurface RJ. enewable, Energ: \/,'Polt.cyAnalysis
Natural Bridges National Monument in resources on the act;ual piece ofground that :§. ,

southeastern Utah. The ,group -contends the lease applies to." The policy reversal The Department of E"';rgy &eeka iDfomiatioD fromorganizatio... with -;""ability to
that constroctionof the project will result came about aa the result of a 1976 decision perform innovati"l' pllUllliDg,reeean:h, 8DcI anaIyaia for the dev~_t of_able
in the "denuding" of two acres of the site by the Interior Board ofLand Appeals. The energy resourci!s at the local. state, and ragiona11evel.llsnewable.,-. that are
and 'that the geology. native plants and board said that for the agency to make efficiently'matched toloeaJ oeecIlI in llCa1eand th~ quality, - that can be
animal life will :'suft'er injury.:" The park ' .blanket refusal~s of leases was 'illegal. loc8Uydeveloped 8DcI contnlUed lII'e ofprimary interest. ,
set:vice had determined that the IlrojOct" Capabilities to perfOl'll),planning.reeeareh,and ana1yais .... ~tfor abroad raIll!"or
was too sinall to require an environmental factors -'- economic, environmental, adminiatl'ative, technical. and' o~ - that all'ect

IDAHO FARMERS ENCOURAGE the uae ofrenewable eneigyreeource•. !kJch anaIyoeswoulallCC:OUlltforloeaJvariatioDain
impact~tement. . ,'_ availabilih.. climate. economicactivity, and end-usedemands, Anal- w.ouW-, " GASOHOL The Idaho Wheat Commie- ._-- -, ,-
URANIUM DRILLING Y emphasiZeinexpensive systemsthat might be lOcallyimplementedin the """",term, and
, M-AY DR sion haS pledged a $10,000 grant to help frequently would require involvementofstate and localgovemmeillll and public paJtici,
WATER WELLS. According to Wyoming develop a prototype plant to make fuel al· . '
and federal ~fficials, uraniuin exploration cohol from agricultUral productS. The As· pa~tipDa are'invited to send a brief (noClIlOJ:ethan about 5 pagios) ~tion of
holes may be draining underground water silciated PreBS reports that commiBSioner their in_t, capabilities, and experience'in tbia area ofwork to: '
formations in Wyoming. James Marie of Earl H"oopes says that one gasohol plant
the U,S. G\!ological Survey says that ran- could utilize up to 15 million bushela of U.S. DePmment of Energy
chers in the Powder Rive~ Basin have re- 'wheat annually. or about 25 percent of ,Division of Advanced Energy
pOrted water levels in then- wells dropping Idaho's normal w&.at 'crop. The wheat =":~~
20 to 30. feet. The water wella are near would be Used to malie grain alcohol, which Fon-estal Buil~
uranium mines owned by Exxon. Kerr· is thlln mixed >rlth gasOline and used aa ,. WlIIhington, D.G: 20585
McGee Corp., Rocky Mountain Energy Co:' motor fuel. The Idaho legislature is con-
and o~hers. Walter Ackerman of the templating a meaaure that would graJlt a· Statementaahould,clescribespecificareaaofintenlst.iniocalrenewableen8l1lYeyaIemo
Wyoming.Department of Environmental four cent per gallon decrease in the state clevelop_, background and experisnceofprincipaJ staft', and c>rpJiiZatiimal-
Qua1ityaays, "There have been weilsgging ,lJlotor fuel tax for g8s0hol. In addition. ~:=~::--:::::..~.,::.:.::..~~.1979,or ,within all da1a .ofthe
dry ...It's damned serious." State law.re- Hoopes says .:Tdaho'sgeothermalenergy This notice invitas expriosiioM oftntereat and capabilit;y.1le8l""'_ will be.-l to
quires uranium Q1inini companies to plug cOuld 'be used to power the gaSohol distil, ..... prOgram fe8aibility and tD aid cIesign of future' proIranuI. DQEwill not award ,
the test holes after drilling them. which, leries, thus maki~ productip,!.!'f the fuel 00_ or Ill'II11taon the basis ortiliBnotice, or otherWisepo,y for inftJrmation eolicitad.
would prevent long-term effects on water more efficient: _ • ~ "". _, ',A8WIIlIISfYoftheresPolllelltolhianoticewiU beavailabletolhepublic~ __- '". - - "

energy ~eW8of the Rockies and Great Plaine

Montana Power and ita fQur partners.in
the Colatrip plant may not b<! out of<the
woods even with EPA approval, however.
Montana groups protesting the plant- the
Northern Plains Resource Council and the
Northern Cheyenne Tribe - have re- '
quested that 'the state supreme court re-
hear their suit to blOCK constrUction. The
groups contend there were a number of er-
rors in the final court decision. which waa
announced in Allril (HCN, 4-20-79)~,

wells. However state officials say that they
don't have enough inoney or manpower to
monitor ali' of the drilling. Ackerman says
that uranium drilling inWyoming will ex-
ceed 20 million feet of exploratory holes in
1979 alone. ' -

grizzlies. but if oil is not found, the bears building a ski resort. a subdivision and
will probably l'I!8W11enormal feeding pat- more public roads. eo there's not much
terns next year. However. if oil is found, a grizzly habitat left in that area." Jonkel
PmnIanent pumping well ,could have a' estimates that a ~ bears !!lake their
serious impact on the wildlife, he BSyS, home in or near the swamp.
The company says that the possibility of Before the coming of the whiteaettlers in

striking oil "is very remote. The odds are the 1800agrizz1y bears lived on the prairie.
one in ten," 'with their habitat reaching as far east as
The Nature Conservancy requested that central North Dakota. Grizzlies are now

Hunt Energy delay drilling until after the found exclusively mthe mountains, except
spring grizzly feeding, but according to for those who venture out on the prairie _'
Margolis. they refused to do so, near Choteau in theapring."
A spokesman Jor the company. Carl Hunt Energyhaarights to explore for oil

Fields; says t.llat to his knowledge the Na- under m08t of the area, including the por-
ture Conservancy "did not make any re- tion of the swamp owned by the Conser-
quest." Besides. ':We were under stringent vancy. The leaaes were purchased before
timelimitations."Fieldaaay.. "We had the VIe Conservancy bought the land.
equipment available for 'a specific time."
A bear researcher Itt the University of 'Margolis Bays, "The whole area is ~.

Montana, Chai'les Jonke!. says that oil ' -que. It contains whooping cranes and
drilling, coupled with either development peregrine lillcons."'The area isalso hqme to
activi~ near Choteau, could squeeze the bObcata. deer. merlins aDd marsh hawks.
grizzly out.
"If they hit oil. there could Ill! quite a lot Jun Robbins isa free-lance writer living

of damage," Jonke! says. "They're already InMissoula, Mont.

.... b,r~ __

GRIZZUES ani now found ... elusively in l;beDU>" ..... lnB, e:o:cept for th_
who venture o~ ,on the prairie near Choteau in the ~,
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What are they doing to your pubUc lands?

Photos from files ot EPA, BLM and High Country News

• POISONING THEM - DESTROYING ARCHEOLOGICAL ;rREASURES

-TEARING THEM I1P WITH WHEELS
\~

• TURNING,THE LAND UPSIDEDOWN

, The Public lands Institute (PLI) is working to protect the lands and resources that
. you own as a citizen. Working for their conservation and good management. Not
only the Natural Forests and BlM lands, but also state-owned lands that are among
the most neglected and abused .

.Some PLI projects and goals -

• Making the strip ml!"8 law work

• Control and prevention of
. damages by off·road vehicles

• Protection of archeological and
histo;ic sites '

• Ecological maf!agement of '
forests and rangelands- ~- .

• Comparative analysis Qf state
land management. '

•

"Iii the years ahead, BLM is going to be very
important in land use policy. and it can use a/l
the help it can get. 1h,ework of the Public

. 'Lands Institute is timely ahdneededl"-
Wallace Stegner

"The public lands have long needed a lull-time
i advocate and defende/'- and they have found

; their champion in the Public Lands Institute ."
, • - Stewart L.'Udall

Membership contributions are'tax daducllble .•

Yes. I want to join PLIand help with its work. Please enroll meand
.send, the PLJNewsletterand other publications. (Check category)

ASsOciljte (Subscriber) $15 to $99 _
Contributor $100
Sponsor $500 ~,_~ __

My name --'-----,_--,_-,-...,,---',- __ --,_-

Address --C...-'-7,.-----'---,-_ ..........--,...,..:.'---'-__

To focus public opinion on public
-land problems "':'and solve them-
PLI needspublic support. In plainer
words, weneed your help IFill out
this form andmail with your check to '"
Charles Callison. Presiden~.Public
Lands Institute; 1740HigH Street.

'--liiin~=::--'" • Denver. 00.80218. / --- ~- Zip --::--'-_

.- .

•

.<
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.~. Wastern Roundup III
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Carter would double. Forest Service wilderness'

The u.s. Forest Servi~e has isSued its
drsll 1980 Resources' Planning Act prog-
rem, and it may spell trouble fonthe timber
industry. Public Lands Ne""s reports
that the agency is proposing a timber BBle
ofonly 11.5 billion bosrd feetper yesr from
.1981 tl)roU8'/! 1985. The timber ssleprop-
osed for fiscal year 1980 is 11.7 billion
board (eet, down from the 12.4 billionboard
foot sale of fiscal 1979., .
The RPA program sets short' and long
tenn goals and hudgets for the Forest Ser-
vice.The 1l!'wtim~r ssle gosls repreoerlta
sharp revision of preVious plans. In 1975;
the ageney had set a RPA goal of timber
wee in the range of 14.6 billion to 16.2
billion board feet for the decade of the
1980..
The Forest Service says there are oevers!_

reasons foithe reduced timber ssle goals:
the second Roadless Area Review and
Evaluation (RARE m and wilderness re-
commendations'have reduced commercial
forest lands; better cost-benefit estimates
have reduced the screage that justifies 'A U.s. court of Appesls has affirmed
harvesting; and other resource uses have -Idaho's right to three niillion acres of de·
required constraints on timber harvests. sert entry land under the Carey Act 01

1894. That set granted Idaho the land and
Dave Pavelebek, a privste consultant said individusJs may homestead 160 acre.

on environmental, forestrY matters, BByS of desert land.
thst the Forest Service's new goals for
timber sliles indicate that the ..geney's Under the court decision, Idaho is

lroUlted "unqualified entitlement" to the
1975 goals were unrealistic: He says, "The land. The Interior Departnient had con.
1975 RPA gosls were put together very tended that the state was only granted s
quickly and were reslly a slapdash affair.
Thesenew projections are actually s status "possible'slIocstion" of the acreage. In s.F

dit\on, the court ruled thst a husband and
quo situation: Eleven point five billion wife could each claim 180 acres'and ttoat a
board feet is nearly exactly equal to the house built over the common horder "fthe
'average timber sale offering during the1970.·." two properties satisfies the requirement

would be saved if sir Pollutionfrom BOmeof that a house be built on each allOtment.
Montana's major' polluters were cleaned ~ About 600,000 acres have already been
up. Most of the savings would be from ,..;.. .r-::;-.:: claimed and patented in southern Idsho,
duced health costs. The study sIso asid that ~~-~ '~.:' =c\I ,I.:':;>-:r-" _ ,leaving 2.4 million additionsl BCre8 avail-
the companies couldcomplywith the new' ,. ;"C,~ , ...<> luiT.~ ".--:-:-'able for e"try.
clean air standards for·only $4.6 million _ -:~, '" " . However,l\CCOrdingtoanenvironmentsl
annuslly. - ~~~'~><~,,-,~~ unpactststementpreparedbytheBweauo

/ ',~"~ - _ Land Management, only 28,000 ....... ,of
The bUis fol' the figures' was a'study the taDd can feasibly be developed. 1'1>.

prepared for the stste sir quality bureau. 'Idaho Statesman reports that a fecleral
Exxon says the benefits fromdecreased sir official s8yS it woUldbe "impossible- to cle-
,pollution would only amount to about $8.2 #'" vewp the 2.4 million seres because of the
million, while the actual clean·up; costs Ii'- ~ ~.~ unavailability of water. However. over
would be two to three times higher than . ......,...,..~. 1,500 applications have already heeD tiled
the figures cited in the report. ~ on the land. '

zx

The Forest Service' would more then 10.6 million of the roadless acres.
double its wildernessacreage, bringingthe' The president's recomme"dation differs
total up' to about 16 percent ,of its land, if ' only slightly from that made inJanusry by
Congress acts flivorably on a recent re- ,1M Forest Service: The president added
commendation made by President Carter. 47iJ~000 acres to the ageney's wilderness
Environmentslists were generally dls- recommendation. , •

satisfied with the. recommendation, how- Disappointed environmentalists hope
ever. They 'Bee it as opening to development that Congress, whichmakes sli wilderness
58 percent ofthe country's reinsiningpris- designations, will be more generous. "The
tine' forest land. " decision:from the White House is,a disap-
Of the 62 million roadleas a.;res studied poin_nt, but Congress has yet to' act,"

by the ForestService in its second Rosdless saidDoris Milner ofthe Montana CosJition
Area Review and Evaluation (RARE In, .for Wildemeas in a Mil80ulian article.
Carter recommendedtlult 36 million acres, "COngreBBis the voiceof the people."
be opened to development approved by the, Wilderness So~iety director William
'Forest Service, including timber cutting, Turnage cslled the decision "among the
motorized vehicles, and mineral develop- most negative decisions in the history of
ment. He cs1Iedfor 15.4 million acres of public land management." He says shout
wilderness', where only low impact ac- one-third ofaIIForest Servicelanda should
tivities would be allowed" such ,as non- be designated wilderness. I
motorized recreation and grazing. He also, Environmentalists were particularly
asked for further Forest Service studies on upset about the lack of wilderness recom-

OIL REFlNl!:K''I''.Exxo .. C18IJU that cleanb.g up Montana's sir WiI1 cost'
more than it will save. ,Exxon owns a refinery in Bi11ings. /

, "

,Montana air st~dyflawed, says Exxon'
, Officials at the Billings, Mont., Exxonoil
refinery say that an sir pollution study on
proposed ambient sir quality standards
bases its economicconclusions on s stste
study that contains a "gl8ring error." .
T.N. Schug, coordinator of environmen-

tal affairs for EXxon,says that the costsof
cleaning up sir pollution are ilnderststed,
while the benefits ofthe clean-up areover-
stated.
Exxon commissioned a California con"

, suiting firm to review the study, and the
fiim found "significant weaknesses'," ac-
cording to Exxonplant manager RoyWei-
land. The stste study asid $17:1 million

-mendations in areas with oil imd gas po-
tentisl, Ninety-five percent oftha roadless
'forest lands in the Overthrust Belt, a
geologicformation asid by the oil industry
to be rich in oil and' gas potentisl, were
,excludedfrom the president's wildemess
proposals.
'l'imber interests, while apparently leBS

upoetabout the recommendations then en-
vironDientsliets; nevertlielsss predicted a

10 percent decline in timber production
'could result from,the wildefness cIeoiigna·
tions.

Bob Baker, forester fur the Louisisna
Pacific Corp., says that Carter is ".,.ught
up in America's wilderness hysteria." H.
said that the reeommerldation was "un-
necessary and inconsiderate of the WIII'kinl
man'a-needs."

In tbe.Northem Rockies and P1ains atates, Carter recommended the fo1lowing, ,
a<;rBages:

-,

non-wilderness further planning , wilderness
,

,

Colorado 4,214.600 235,500 2,043.100.
Idsho, . 4,687,100 '730,000 2,268,400
Montana 3,144,300 1,275,400 ' 631,000
N;orthDakots 185,700 ,none 9.000
South Dakota 52,400 ' none 9,400
Wyoming 2,665,700 414,900 713.900
'Utah 2,402,500 141,900 458,000

Forest Service timber sale goals reduced
'In the draft, which was released Mud:

27, the Forest Service is proposing me al·
temativeprograms,ranglngfromnrinimsl
management with a IlDIIlJl budget to inten-
sive management with a very largebudget,
A fin8l progrsm will not Ill! selected until
public input has 'been analyzed. Public
meetings will be held, and the public com·
ment p'lriod eplis on June 8. Iutenetei
people should contact thei,r locsl ForeB1
SerVice officesfor a Schedule of meetings
For further information, or to BllDlI com'
ments, write to the F9rBBf;~ U.s
Departtnent of Agriculture. W'aabington
D.C. 20250.

Idaho. gets ,three

million desert acres
/
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PUIIPOIlI: OF pUliUc NOI'ICE reporta quarterl~. Thep1'Op08edpermit is beiag given an ~iraiion date of December 31, 1980, due tc the present
~rtainties 1IUn'O~ the ,EPA toxic BUt.taDceS eftluent guidelines.- .

TIlE 1'UIIPOSE01' TIllS PUBLIC NOI'ICE IS TO srATE TIlE SfA1'E 01' WYOMING'S' INTENTION TO
I88UE 'VASl'EWATER DISCIIAIIGE PE1lMlTS UNDER THE FEDQlAI:. WAT.ERPOLLUTION CONTROL
ItClAIIENDMENT8Ol'197llFWPCAAl.P.L.92-500ANDTHEWYOMINGENVIRONMENTALQUAUTY
ItCl (36.11-101 et. ..,q., WYOMING srATUTES 1957. CUJiULATIYE SUPPLEMENT 1973). -
lTISTIIE!JI'ATJiOI'WJOIIING'SlNTENTIQNTOISSUEWAsrEWATERDISCHARGEPERMlTSTO(1)

ONE WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT ~ (l) ONE OIL TREATER FACILITY; TO MODlPY (l) ONE
lNDUSTRlAL DISCHARGE PERM1T; AND TO RENEW (4) FOURINDUSTRlAL DISCHARGE PE1IM1Ts,(I)
ONE WATER TREATMENT PLANT PERMIT AND (7) SEVEN U.S. GOVERNMENT DISCHARGE PEIlIilTs
W1TIIIN THE srATE OF WYOMING.

AFPLICI,NT INFORMATION'

(ll> PERMIT NAME: WYODAK RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
/

GARNER LAKE ROUTE
. GILLETTE, WYOMING 82718

Wy-OOOlaBl

MAlLING ADDRE8&

PERMIT NUMBER:
, .
Wyodak Resources Development Corporation operates,a large open pit coal mine east of the City of GiUette,

WyomiDl'.- "Natural nmotr and groundwater which enters the pit is pumped to 8 large sedimentation pond
(discharge poiniOO~) which dieeharges to Donkey Creek (Glase IV 8tream), The. Company al800petates a domestic
lI8W8!J'llagoon (discharge point .0(2), which to date has not discharged.
Eftluent di8ch8!'8'ed from point 001 mUBt meet limitations,considered beat practicable for coaJ mining facilities

effective immediately. Eftl~llt di8charged frompoillt 002 maet meet secondary sewage treatment standards
etrective immediately. " .
The pmpoeed permit also eontains a section 00 controlling ruqoff from disturbed ereee.
Self·monitoring of all parameters i& required on a regular baaiB with submission of reports quarterly. An

ezpiration date of December.30, 19'80, wee given due to the preseot uncertainties conceming the EPA tozic
substances gWdel~. j •

(I) APPLICANT NAME: TEN MILE INDUSTRIAL PARK
WATER AND ~ATION·DISTIlICT

P.O. BOX 439
CASPER. WYOMING 8.2601 .

APPLICATION NUMBER: Wy-oO:ls268

MAlLlNG ADDRESS:

The Tea Mile Induetrial Park Water and Sanitation Diatrict is _ted welt of the City ofCasiter anel.uth ofthe
N.lNDal;owUy Airport. The Dlotrio;t inleDdo to build. three celll'&bllizatioD, _ wbioh wilfbe doBigDeclto
treat up to 750.000 pllOu of.~e wastewater per day. The pmdB will ~barie" to Sis. Mile Draw (ClaM IV
1Itream) ria...n UIIIWIled drainale.· · · -'. '
The propoeed permit. for thil facility requirN compliance with national ~Ildary trea.ent. standarcb and

WyomiDIJ'aiD-etream water quality atandardl effective immediately. Bec:auae the receiving ~am ie a ClaM IV
water there is no need to provide treatment for lUlUDonia ~val. . _
The propoBed permit requirel periodic eelf·moDitoring of efI1uent quality with,reportiD8' of reauits q'uarterly.

'ftle petmit ia 8dlecluled'to ezpire May ,31, 1984. _

(7) PERMIT NAME: UNION PAC)FlC RAILROAD COMPANY
"CHEYENNE YAImS"

MAlLING ADDRE8& 1418 DODGE srREET .
O~, NEBRASKA 68179 :

Wy-0000647FERM1T NUMBER:

The Union Pacific Railroad Company operates a large yard and tenninal in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Wastewater
produced at~ the yard originates from s~veral souroes including; water softener regenerate, boiler blowdown,
cooling water. tank car washing and storm runoff. Water from these various sources is routed to a wastewater
treatment facility which consists of the following major ubits: Concrete settling basin; Bamed oil separation pit;
pH 8i:ijuatm.ent unit; An air tloatation vat_wiih theadditionofnocculants; Afourteen foot redwood slatbicrfilter, A
,lItandar,l clarifier; an~an aerobic digeetor. The plant baa inaufficient design capacity 80 that there is opportunity
fOr recycle of water through both the air floatation vat and the bio--filter. .
The'discharge from the plant enlen Crow Creek (Ol~ W water). Because the receivin8-water is designated as

Claa IV, it is an eft1uent limited stream ·and cOmpliance with effluent limitations considered to be "best
practicable" is sufficient to meet in-stream water quality standards. -
When the ezisting permit Wal drafted. Crow Creek. had not yet been cl888itied under Wyoming Wate': Quality

Standards, therefore. BOrneof the effluent limitations and self-monitoring requirements are more stringent than
neceuary now that the atream baa been ~ignated 88 CI888 IV. Specific proposed changea include the following: .
-1. A reduction in monitoring frequency for 800-5 from weekly to monthly. The 801).5 test is difficult and"
. expensive and 800-5 levels are not critical"in CI88ll IV waters which have no dissolved oxygen standards.
2. An increase in monitoring frequency for tota1suspended80lids from two times per month toweekly. This change
is neceuary to monitor plant performance with the reduction in B00-5 monitoring. The totalsuspend~d80lids test
is much more simple than the B00-5 test. R' .,

3. Elimi~tion oflimitations and monitoring for the parameter ammonia since there is no water quality standard
for this parameter in CI888 IV waters. ,~ .
4. Elimination of limitations and monitoring for the parameter dissolved al~minum. Past monitoring data
indicates that this parameter does not appear in significant qua_nitites provided pH levels are kept wi~in permit
limitations of 6.0-9.0 units. .

(If APPLICANT NAME: AMOCOPRODUCTION COMPANY

P.O. BOX 588
POWELL, WYOMING 8U35

Lrrn.E BUFFALO BASIN
NORTIIWEsr DOME U.S.A. WELL NO.7
SWI4, SECTION I. T47N; RlOOW
PARK COUNTY, WYOMING

APPLICATION NUMBER: Wy-ooaB268

~ADDRESS:

FAC1LI'l'Y LOCATION:

Facility is • typical oll treater located in Park Couiity. Wyoming. The produaid water ia separated from the
petro~ product. through the uae of heater treaters and skim ponds. The diaeharge is to LitUe BufTalo Creek
(CluB IV Stream) via an unnamed drain.,.. . '
Tbe diaeharge mU8t. meet Wyoming's Produced Water Criteria effective immediateJ.y. Chapter vn of the.

WyomiJIs Water Qualif\y Rules and Regulatiol'll infen that .. long aa the Produced Water Criteria ,iImet, the
wilier isllUitable for beneficia) use. There ie DOevidence to indicate that limitatiODI more stringent than the
PrOduced Water CriteriajU'e needed to mee~ Wyomin8'a Water Quality Standards. The'Department will ~ntinue
to evaluate this di8cbarp and, ifnecell8l')', will modify the permit if evidence indicates that more atringent
UmitatioDi are Deeded.
SeJai.annual ~monitoriDg is req!iJ'ed for all parameters with the ezoeptidn ~f oil and greue-whiCh mUlt be

momtored quarterly. The proposed ezpiration date is Deeem:taii: 31. 1981.

(3) FEIlMIT NAME: CARTEa MINING COMPANY ,
"IlAWIlIDE COAL MINE"

p.e. BOXa09
GIlLETTE" WYOMING 82716

Wy-00a4031

Because the railroad yard covers a considerable area and thus storm·runoffvolumes can bequite ~ge, there is a
- provision in the proposEldpermit whiCh will allow bypass of excess flO'.? during wet weather periods. The plant
,intake structure is designed 80 that when water volumes begin to approach the capacih' of the plant. an alarm~
BOunds. At that time the permittee is required to shut down,all non~essential water producing activities (such sa
tank car washing and paint stripping). If the water volume continues to rise due to storm runoff. the ezce88 will
eventually spill over the lJypas8. This bypass wat'er nows through a baffled 8eparator w,hic~provides oil removal
before discharge to Crow Creek. Inthe past. the bypass has beeq used for only an average of a few dRys each year.
usually during th~ spring. •

MAlLlNG ADDRESS:

PERIIIT NUMBER:

The Carter Company operates aD open pit coal mine located north ofGillette. Wyoming. which is ~wn B8: the
Rawhicle Mine. Tbe.mine hal a eingle large wastewater settling pond(dischargepoint 001) enten the Dry Fork of
.1he Little Powder River (CIaee IV Stl'eam) and i8 located in the SE14, SEyt, Section 12. T.51N. R72W.
'Ihe Company baa DOW requeBted that two additional diBChdrge pain" be added to this permit. Discharge point

002 wouIdCODlliBtofpit water and ~fffrom disturbed areas and would be Jocated in the NE~. NW'4 ofSection
12, T5iN. R72W. Disbcarge point 003-would conaist of pit water and runoff from diaturbed areas and w,ouldbe
1ocalec1 in theBEllo. NEIIo of8eitien 15, T51N, R7IW.
The prupoeed peradt incorporates the two additioDal pointll of discharge ~d reqUires compliance, at all three

diac:Iwp polnta. with eIIlueDt \imilatioDa ..... icIanld to lie beot practicable fur lbe coal mining industry.
DO]).!). total colifbnn and total reaiclual chlorine .hall be Umitedland moDitored at discharge point 001 only

since tbiI ill the only point which receives domeItic sewage. '
~ IIelf-monitoriDg· ie required for all paraDleterII with the reporting of reaults quarterly. An ~iration

date olDee:etDber 31, 1980. ill proposed due to the present unc:ertainti8IJ concerning the EPA toxic ~betancel
eIIluen. ralde1iDea.

TOWN OF I;OVELL. WYOMING
"\yATER TREATMENT PLANT"

338 NEVADA AVENUE
LOVELL, WYOMING 82431

(8) PERMIT NAME:

MAILING AnDRESS:
,I

PERMrr NuMBER: Wy~OOO3166

ThE::filter backwash water from the Town of ~vel1's wl\ter treatment plant is routed to a 1qD8.1I8ettling pond'
which discharges to the ShOlhone River (Claas II water) via an unnamed drainage. This system has been in
operation tor several yean and haa proven to be capable of meeting effluent standardS conaidered to be "beSt
practicable'" for this type'of op,eration.
The proposed renewal 'aimply requires the Town to continue to mee~ these "beHt practicable" effluent limita-

tiona. to monitor the quality oftheeftluent on a regular basis. md toreport monitoring results qua'rierly. Becauae
alum (aluminum-Sulfate) is used in the water treatment process the-permit contains eftluent limitations and
self-monitoring requirements for aluminum. Because of the large dilution factor in the receiving stream. effluent
limitations more stringent than best practicable are not ~ to ~ in~8tream water quality standards.
'!be permit is lCheduied to expire JUDe 30, 1984. '

,;

(4) FEIlMIT NAIIE:

,MAILING ADDRESS: _

C.F. " 1. STEEL CORPORATION

P:O. BOX 609
GUERNSEY, WYOMING 82214

Wy.OO208()O MAlLING ADDRE8&

U.S. FOREsr SERVICE
TENSLEEP D1STRlCT
11177 WEST 8th AVENUE
P.O.,BOX 25127
LAKEWOOD, COLORADO 80225

I'AClLITY LOCATION: TYRRELL RANGER !ifATION
BIG HORN NATIONAL FOREST

(9) PERMIT. NAME:

TheClJ'. &1 ... Corpcwationoperates an iron ore and ore upp:adiq plant at Sunrise. WyomiJJg. Water which
is pumped &om the miDe • routed to two concrete settling ponds which are operated in aeries. DuriDg weekdays
wbeil themill 18m op_tion wlter is pumped from the settling ponds tbr uee in the mill. Duri'Dg weekendl whea.
the mill ieDOt inopcatioD the eetding pqJldBoverflow into a seri~of3 small settIiDg ponds which aN construCted
iD lIJe _ C_ Croet drainace (C1aIIlIIV Stream). The 6Dal aetdiDg _ baa • tIew ~ ...........
.....-. and ia eoaoldendllJe eft1cial po",ef __ e.
'!'be ~ perni' req..... <llIDp1iaDee with N .... na1 Belt Pramcable Stondarda _I..Immediotely ..
Beca_ .... cIIaC1iarp is to • Claao IV Stnam, emuant quality be..... than·" ..... pradicable" is ne'teq]Jireclto_ WYQlIIiDc'a -... wiler qaality __ .

The propoeecl ~i eontaiDe etandant bmcua&. requiring the control ~trunoff from dieturbed areal. Inc
~ the penoittee mUli monitor ,the emuent quality on • recuIar basis and repoi1; resultB Qll8I'ierly.
Beca ... EPA. ill the pI"OCe8I of developing toSic material efDuent limlW,tiODl for the iron ore miDiDg md

pi' " r iDda8try. the 8tateil required to is8ue-a abort. term p~t with aD ezpirati!lD date ofDeceimber 31,
1980. .,

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-0021504

The U.S. Forest Service :p~tes af~astewater ~atment facility, cons~~ng of a package treatment plant.
cIllorination-unit anelapolishing pond. which Bel'V88 Tyrrell Ranger Station 10 the Big Hom National Forest.
'!be wastewater discharge permit for the Tyrell Ranger ,Station will expire June 30. 1979. 'lbe U.S. Forest

. Service indieateli that a 1eacb field wiltbe in place and operational for this facility by Dec8mber:'1979, and the
diqcharge will then be eliminated. The renewal permit limply utendi the exYting .secondary b-eatment limitland
aelf·moDitoriDg r,equirem~ts (.with the ezceppon ofreaid~ chlorine which mu,st bit monitored daily ~ad of
weekly) to Dec:ember 31, 1979, afte.r which a discharge permit' will not be needed.

(5) PERIIlT NAME:

MAILING ADDJIESS:

U_S. DEPARTMEN!1' OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

MEDICINE BOW COAL COMPANY (10) PERMIT NAME:

P.O. BOX 550
1jANNA. WYOIIING 8232'1

Wy.0023804

IIAlLING ADDRE8& 1'.0. BOX 1830
MILLS, WYOMING 82644

FACILITY LOCATION: FREMONT CANYON POWER PLANT
I NAT!lONA COUNTY, WYOMING

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-Cl,000885

FACnaTY LOCATION: GLENDO POWER PLANT
PLA'rl'E CO~Y. WYOMING

FERM1T NUMBER:

'I1le IIedic:bae Bow Coal Comp~ opetate8 a I~e open pit coal ~ .. t of Hanna. WyomiDc. Groundwater
alld _ ruDOll' ........ _ wblle is routed to two se«liDa ...... ctiochogre pow 001, where under
DlB'IDB1 cimI"!ot_thew_~ Witbeoh diac!>arplg, _, under bigb wl!...... aclitl ... the tlDal
.......... tIiaebaqe to Big _ (C1 m Slream), • tributary of SeiDiDee Reoirvoir (Clua I W.""). .
·~polnt802_efjl __ iorouted to ... WiDg_andifcli8obargejl wouldOowhoiek in'"
the_ piUcloaed ayotain). .
_ .. _ata1y lIJe diaeharge fiwn eltb!a' poiat would be .... .nNd to _N .... na1 Belt _ble

~~ b'coalmi!libgoperationa. Selramo~.reqjoDaregulai' Witha~bmi8lipDof PERMIT ~R:' \"y-0020851



homestead whl're I grew up. Our family
enjoyed luacious greens from there for
many springtimes.

My ances1Drs began moving westward 'When my brother and I were old enough
from the Eastem seaboard over 100 years - to be trusted with a horse, werode double to
ago. Along the way wild fODIlswere a big .the apri"g to gather the cress in a gunny

RESOURCE REORGANIZATION factor in ,their survival. Numerous wild Rack. Not more thao a dozen yeam ago,
UNVEn.ED. The White House baa an- plants and fruits kept wild meat from be- both &pring and cress were still there; I
, nounced long-awaited'plans to reorganize coming too monottlnous and helped ward hope they sti11 are.
the Interior Department and some other off scurvy. - Angier suggests that raw watercress
agencies to create a DepartmentofNatural How they ,learned to identify edible gathered from polluted water can be ,made
Resources. The plan calls for the combina-' plants and distinguish thein from inedible safe by soaking the well-washed cress in a
tion of Interior; the U.S. J!Ol:estService, or poisonous ones is a myat:ery:'No doubt quartofwaterto ...hichtwohalogentab1ets
which is now under the Department"f Ag- they learned ,from the Indians. Possibly h~ve .been added. When 1first m~ed to
riculture; and the National Oceanic and 8OlD8 infurmation was paaeed down by pre- MichJgIID, polluted water was outside my
Atmosphenc Administration, now part of vious generations. But it seems certain experience. I learned the hard way not to
the CoJl:merce Department. The plan is de- that someone, somewherv along the line,' gather watercress wherever I happened to
signed to save $100 million while improv-' had to use the trial and error method. find it.
mg. the services of the agencies, aeco .... ,-- ' W havealwaysusedpi~eed also celled'....... S· th back to- ture t be-' e .....,.,..,
to Vice Pice President Walter Mondale. mce e - na movemen lamb' ~.a"'_dandeli both andcame the "in thing~ "the literature on wild 8 ...-.-..&, 1008, r&;W.._
Thenewdepartmentwillhave89,8Qgemp- edibl hasbeco 'bundant.N tl cook~~dock.n-.greensaregoodm.
loyees and a budget of$7.4 billion. Current es me a 0 ong ago combmation
Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus is expected a worker at the public library haoded me a Wild mint that grows a10ng creeks and
to head the agency. The administration thick, new paperback by Bradford An- irrigation ditches makes a refreshing tea,
backed down from its original plans, how- gier titled Feasting ~ree on Wild hot or cold. Also, we used to dry it for
ever, which wouldjlaveinchided the major Edibles. I'm sure my p.~"",,,: ~stors winter. '
agencies involved in federal water projects ne~er had ~ss to an~-like it, In Mic!>igan I,have ~ sa888fras bark
_ the Bureau of Reclamation and the .Angier has discovered ''more than 500 tea as a epring tonic. An old French-
.Army Corps of Engineers - in the reor- way!! to banquet on nature's bounty." In- Canadian showed me wbere it grew.
ganisation. Those plans would have strip- eludedare recipes fer preparation, many of Angier mentions all theas but omits two
pedthe Corps of Engineers of its dam- which seem to be a meanS of disgoising the other important wild foods from this quite
building authority, but "I' administration . main ingredient. comprehensive book, namely, the &ego lily ,
spokesman said that the proposel faced too . Each species is pictured and described in bulb, Calochortus nUtta1lii, and the re-
much oppoeition for Soutliem and Western minute detail, so' the reader can iden~ it. lated camas', C_.Mi. qu.m ...... both of
congressmen. I; stift' fight is expected in I have been eating wild foods all my life; Western United States. Camas ~elped
Congress over the compromise reorganiza-' even so, I would be loath to try any of those keep the Nez Perce Indians and,the men of
uon pleti. ' described unleas my,faniily had used them. the Lewis and Clark upedition alive.
DIESEL RUSH. American manufactur- Identification seems too difficult; My mother made a tasty root beer from
ers are sold out of 1979 model cars with 'Several familier ones are included - roots of dandelions, sour dock and nett1es,
diesel engines. Customers anxious about watercress, for instance. About 1900 my plus dried hops. fm sorry I failed to pre-
tight gasoline supplies have, paid as much grandfather brought a start of watercress serve her recipe - perhaps' Angier wou1d
as $2,000 over the suggested retail price for from Utah to ce1,1j;ralWyoming and estab- have' 1iked to gat it. But then, Inever 1iked
the diesel engine ears. lished it in a spring a few miles fro!n the the stuff.

(DEQ continued)
GUERNSEY POWER PLANT
PLATTE COUNTY, WYOMING

.Eavesdropper
rOSEMITE CLEANUP. A proposed plan
for Yosemite National Park would impose
the most stringent limits on development
that exist at any nstional park in the coun-
try. It calls -for a drastic reduction in au-
tomobiles, removal of swimming pools.
banks, beauty parlors and other businesses
and a reduced number of' overnight
facilities. The plan would limit overnight
visitors to 7,066 and day-use visitors to
7,000.

FREIGHT DEREGULATION. Pres-
ident' Carter recently propoSed in a mes-
sage to Congress to end long-standing gov-
ernmental regulation of the rail freight in-
dustry'. The bill, if passed, would allow
Iarge.rate increases and end legalized price
fixing in the industry. Abandonment of
unprofitable routes would also be permit-·
ted.

FACILITY LOCATION,

PERMIT NUMBEJl, Wy-0020923

~ < " " '." ~..- •• , .'. ~"'. J. ..~ ~o'
;""r", ~., -, "

CRIPPLED WATER PROGRAM_ A
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment .subcommittee has recom-
mended a one-year funding morstorium for
some sections of the Clean Water Act, in-
cluding grante to local govemmente for
clean water planning. Sobcommittee in-
vestigators said the Environmental Pr0-
tection Agency has been too slow in proces-
sing state grants. EPA administrator
Douglas Costle said that such a cutback
would "cripple" the nation's water pollu-
tion control effort.

wn.nEDmLES
by Myra Conn~ll

f

service
dlreetory

FACILITY LOCATION: SEMINOE POWER PLANT

• . CONVERSE COUNTY, WYOMING

PERMIT NUMBEJl, Wy-Q021008

. FAClLrry LOCATION, SEMINOE GOVERNMENT CAMP
CONVERSE COUNU. WYOMING -.

PERMIT NUMBEB: Wy-002OB77

FACILrrY LOCATION, SIl,OSHONE POWER PLANT
PARK COUNTY, WYOMING

PERMIT NUMBEJl, Wy-0020893

I:r;.t~g0. energy .
by o.vid A,Wilson

The third in a series oHractical uses
of solar energy. this book coverscon·
centrating collectors, solar furnace,
electricity, and much more, Com·
plete plans and information,

LOAIEN HOUSE
P. O. Box 1112

B1.ck Mount.IA He
- 28711

The Bureau ofReclamatioD operates small package sewage treatme~t planta at the above listed power plants.
_ The- wastewater discharge permits for these racilities will expire June 30. 1979. -

The Bureau of Reclamation has been committed to eliminating these di8charges during rl8Cal year 1980.
therefore, the renewal permits simply extend the existing seconda!Y treatment limits and self-monitoring
, requirements (with the exception of residual chlorine which must ~ monitored dailyjnstead oCweekly) through
,September 30. 1980. after which time there will be no discharges -from these facilities.

STATE EPA TENTATIVE DETERMINATIONS

•

Trailhead yentures
PRIME WESTERN "BACKPACKING
FREE TRIP SCHEDULE:
P.O. BOX CC
BUENA VISTA
COLORADO 81211
\3031_Tentative determinations have been made by the State ofWyoming inC90Peration with the EPAataff-:elative to

effluent limitatioDl and conditions to be i~on the permits.1'lJ.ese ·limitations andc:onditioDl will assure that
State water quali~ standards and applicable p~viaioD8 of the FWPCAA will be protected.

"

FQR.HIOHQUAllTY .,
Public comm .... are invited any time prior" June 4, 1979, Comments may be directed .. the Wyoming WW- IM1>At:.T llVING:

Departmen(ofEnvironmentaI Quality, Water Quality Division, Permits Section, Hatbaw~ Bui~~, Gh~e~,
Wyoming 82002, or the U.S. Environmental.Protection Agency,_Region vm. Enilrcement DiVlSlon, P~ta CU'"'" Multrum ' _.+ ndtoilet
AdmUUstration end CompUance 'Bran<:b, 1860 Linooln Street. !lenver. Co1oraclo 80295. All ",mments .... 'ved , v v..>. COlIl...... I:-o 5
prior" June 4, 1979, will be ", .. idem in the formulation orfu>al detemllnations .. be impo8ed on the permits. Sunlitel'!l fiberglass glazing,- - . " ' Saver- Showeffl . '-'
ADDITroNALINFORMATION" Wlod-bl1minQ. water beaters '
Additional information may be obtained uP"; request by calling the State.ofWyom!ng. (307) 777·7781"or EPA Ore, lube synthetic lubricants

(80S) 327.3B74. or by Writing," the aforementioned addreeses. , -. ' '~'Ibe complete applicationl draft permits and related docuinents are available for review and reproduction at . T£TQ.N~RS AND
the aforementioaed adm--:... • . . - TRADERS -110"'1

. ! - t- I 'lIT VlGti:lr~:Idaho""~5
Public Notice: Vfy-79-006 /'-- ,/ -- .

PUBLIC COMMENTS

A srrucrurp standing the tpst of ages.
An allE'mdf/\'£' tor rheadventuresotnf' In SP'ff'

A porrfolio onour tip;, ;savailable for $1
FOOFARAW 855 NorflJ (('aor~

(Uttlrurl,,_ wy $7070

'.

,IDGB-UTB
SJErLlGB'J'B
pay for themselv ....
Warm your home inwinter:

1'1a5Ucrafl5' z.eco N. speer\llwl
De!l.ver,Cb,eom· 303-433-eecn



. ROMCOE MEETING , IDAHO LEGISLATIVE RECOJIDS
James Stoessinger of the Colorado ~t Idaho llta~ IIllDRtora and Six mem-

ScbooloCMineawillbethekeyJlOtespeaker 'bora of the House of RepresentatiVl!8 re-
at the ninth annual Rocky Mountain ceived 80 percent or better voting recorda
Center on the Envkonment dinner onMay , in the 1979 seoaion for their voteaon en-
14 in the Denver HiltoD. StM-in ...... who vironmental iaauea, according to the Idaho
g on aJeaVe of 8'-'ce &om the City Uni- CODlIeJ'Vlltion League. Five senatore. but
vanity of N...... Y!'rit. will focus on the no house mem~, received ratingBofless
,growth problema lItemmjng &om energy than 20 j>erceJ;lt. "or complete infurmation
development. The eventg a Cunclraiaer Cor about Idaho legislative voting reconI8, con- POWDER RIVER BASIN EIS"
KGMCOE. a· Denver-baaed grOup whieh tact ICL, Box 844, Boiae,ldaho 83701. The U.S. Department of Interior hll!' r,e- I

acta aa a neutral party on environmental •. leaaed the .final· environinentBI lippact
disputes. Reservationa may be made ARIZONA BLM WILDERNESS. lltatement ~n the propci.e'd development of
through the ROMCOE office 1116 Gnuit The Bureau ,of Land Management In coal resources in "Wyoming's eastern Pow-
St. Denver CoIo.80203orby·calling(303) Arizona· baa completed its initial wilde ... · ·dar River Basin. The ststement analyzes
86i-12llO. :, nessin~toryof12.6mi11ionacresofpub- the impact'-from individual mines as well

. lie lands. At a series of nine open house aa the cumulative impscts ofmining inth ..
... -------- • ~. BLM representatives will exp- baaiu. According to the EIS, coal produc-

, lain ·the tentative inventory deci.sioDB.· tion in the area will range &om a potential
answer questions and get jJllblic comment. high of 330 million tollli to, a low of 170
Open houses will be in Yuma. May 29; .mi1Iion tons annually by 1990. Individual
LakeHavaauCity,May30;Kingman,May copi.. can be obtained &om the Btate'Di-
. 31; Safford. June :t; Tucson. June 6; rector(920),BureauofL8ndManagement,
1'boeniz, June 6;Ji'lagsla!J. June 7; Page, . WyomiJig State Office, 2616 Warren Ave.,
June 11; and St. George, Utah, June 12. P.O. Box 1828, Cheyenne, Wyo. 82001.
For further inlbrmationcontact BLM, 2400
Val\ey Bank Center. Phoenix,Ariz. 86073.
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LOONEY LIMERICKS

by ZaneE1- Colegy .
There once was a black·footed filriet
AdVllJlCinirin age and in _. It
Heald dead kin acream '
Each Dight in a dream,

"Brother. hiding from man haa some
merit-

PIEDRA RIVER STATEMENT
The U.s. Foreat· SlirviA:e baa re1aaaed a

Draft; Envinlllmental statement on the
Piedra Wild and Scenic River Study.
~ of1JJe draft lltatementare available
from &be "ll'onat Supervisor's ollice in

.. Duraaao. Colo; Written ..Mil _IB will be
IlCClljlleol _til June .13 aDd should be ilent
to .. :ron.t SupervlIor, San Juan'Na-
tioDal Forest. 701 Camino Del RiQ •.1JIuUao. Colo. 81801.
8VBV'ERTlNG THE WEATHER
.People June .at.oppeI\ ta\kiq about the

-..eatberaDdare~tod080mething
.about it.. But weathai' modification has
baeD credited with continental e\imatic ef-
, feda, inc"Judingflaah floods. lou oflife and
prop;rt>'. destruction. . . An
.".. w..·.Primeron Wea&her
~ is avai1able for '2 frOm the .
S&imCord 'anvironDien~ Law· Society,
StanCaic'i Law School, Stanford, Calif.
943Oli. .

IDAB~ PAJtER UPANDING
The WIllIG (lj1! ello a itroDg IlllD881"VII-

tIoa'VOicB in&be -..la trying to eq>and
its re&denhip. The paper is offering sub-
acriptiona for f3 pel' year for 10 i8IueB an-
DUa1ly. The pap.- aIao DeeI1a writers, par-
ticular~ for "bow to" artic1ea OIl WIlyII to
_ .. ~andwi1dlife. Consumer
~-orieated artic1ea are aIao WlI!lted~

. Contact the Idaho Clu-. Boll 9803.
1loiIe. Idaho 83107.

LRT~V2

.

iiiBulletiij' Board
~

-'~,

- - - .. --.,

'. '.

WIND ENERGY CONFERENCE
An overview of the federal wind energy

program will be Pl888Dted during the Wind
Energy Iimovative Systems Conference
May 23-25. 1979, at the Four Seasons'
Motor huj, Colorado SprlDgs, Colo. The
conference is being coordinated by the
Solar Energy Research Institute and,sP9n-
'sored by. the U.S. Department of Energy.
The program is designed to provide a forum '
for the exchange oCide.. lind the dissemi-
nation of information related to wind
energy projects. For information concern- .
ing registration, fees lind hotel lI£COIIlII1o-
dations contact Vicky Curry, SERI, 1636
Cole Blvd .• Golden, Colo. 80401, (303)
~31-1467,\ .

FISH.·WILDLIFE GRANTS
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife service has'ff!! published a fins! environmental impact .

. lltatement on two federal grant programs.
. 1m' 'I The lltatement examines the programs au-

. tbOrized by two public laws: the' Federal
Aid in. sPort Fish Reator~tion Act and the
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act .
Copi.. of the statement are available at
regional offices of the Fish and. Wildlife
Service.' .

BIOMASS INSTITUTE
The Internatiinial Biomass Institute

(IBI) iII·8 r&ently estsblishell non-Pl9fit
organization "dedjcated to community
self-sufficiency' through ths use of
biomasa." The. g.oup wilLsend out a
bimonthly newsletter to interested ~~DB
freeofc:hatge. Write them at 1622 K street,
NW, Suita 600, Washington,~D;G.-20005 '
for more information.

DOES
As You Sow

IIeYiew by Lee NeUie nera and California conlressmen.
Goldscbmidfa-.emp!oyen in the U.S-De-

Tbree Stadlea ill tbol SocIal COII8Clq1l- partment of ~ 8UJ1PI!T1sd the
__ a of AcribaeiDeaa. by Walter 1JtwIoy. Only the peraiatenceof Montana
GGId............ AIJMhe!d, 0tIimm" co. Congiessman Jim Murray. ehairm8n of
Montdailr. N.J. O'JOG. l8'I8 m-e 01 the Senate's Small B;'Bineas Committee,
JJ47or1Pa1w1th._ConwoN ...... lIroughtthe~tothepublie'aattention.
acIdlIlOlUll eIlapten. '7.96 ))llpfd)a'" . In the· recent 'reprint, Go\dsehmidt baa
IIG6pee-. . added a ~ detailing.tbe controversy

that _.Ounded hiS work. The treatment
of tha.Mud)o by corpm8.te intenlsts !U1d
their bureaucratIC CODIlteeparta sho1va us
"what thia induslriaI •cUlture does to.....
our iIlItionalliCe," Qo.Jd-bmldt lIIlYL
Aa You Sow is .· light reading. NUCLEAR INFORMATION

Documentation of· the cOinmunities' TheEnvironmental Action Reprint Ser·
econcimic and aocial' wd .......... nt is ex· vice is now 01Fering Nuclear InIiii'iiIatioD
hauathe: But the conclnaioDa are Worth Catalog No. 10. The cataIos preaentB a
the trouble - the CCIIltnat in Ioca1 contiOl IIB1ection of bOoks, artic\ea. reprinIB, poet.
Of loicaI aBa4'a, inBOCial cIi~i and era, bumper stickers and other ma~
econOmic stability betwll¢n Arim and Di- coneerning nUc:1earpower. TopicaiDelude
nulla isclear. And itgives readers who see p.ieral inCormstion, ecotlOIIli"'" terrOrism
more 8nd more \arge~tiODB t8kig and other related~. For a'popy of the
control'sf local l'8IIO\U'CeB something to . ~., write EARS. Box 646. La Vets,
thiJik ~ Colo •.810M qr call (303) 742-3221.

BCN readers &hen to careful thinking
about what COfpwate contml of basie re-
-.... auch as fOod and energy means.
ahauld try Aa Y_ Sow. .
Inthia 1947 c\aaic, an~ Wal-

ter Go1dacbmidt inwatigat8d the diftIlr.
.- betWeen' two CaliComlA CartniDll
towns - Dinnba, where amal\ tlimiIy-
....... fB.niIa ~ 8nd Arvin, wb8re
\arge 8liaIe induatrialired CBniIiJeg _d0-
minant. The ditTerencee GilJaaehmidt
hind apuIred a virulent three-year con-
tao,w., ~ agribuaUMMa ~-
tiD¥, the CaliComia jJreu, 1arge Ian tlew

PUBLIC OPINION PROJECT
The Northern Rockies Action Group

(NRAG) has recently started a Puhlic
Opinion Project to help organizations, use
polling inCormstion mo'" effectively. Ths
project will provide 'groups with severa1
services. including training lin designing,
CODduction, and interpri,tmg polls. It will '
a1ao make pol\iilg data available to citi- .
ZlmIi gmups. Contact Joe Lamson. NRAG,
9 Placer Street; Helena. ~nt. 59601 Cor
more infurmation. .

[~~Iews)
MX1
the shell game.

Finding ferrets
,elUSive and endangered ..-. ...... .
, BLM wilderneSs .
first cut complete. ' 6

N.D. legislatUre'
. ignores the enviroilment. 6

Red Desert fences'
anter6pe ~ps? 7


