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Une'~ TafVell

'; I Letters I.::' Into The COUDtry, a recent
, , best seller by John McPhee, raises impor-

tant issUes for conaervationists. McPhee 'is
an ej,cellent story teller. He tells "friv~rs
recently "fished out" and how natives
abandoned once productive coastsl areas.
Usillg hearsay and tales I'roin the foggy
memories of old folks, McPhee describes
lo~-telm natural "cycles" to explain the
current lack of -caribou. McPhee, a jour-
Jll!\ist, strangely ignores ecol~sta' data
and relies on' colorful storytelling.
River people described by McPhee are

totally dependent" on oil and technology.
These river people refuse to acknowledge
their dependence on their aircraft and fo...
sil fuel, which bring in salt, beans and
basics. Essentially no differenHrom a sub-

INSPIRATION.

Ladiesand Gents-
-A sudden inspiration - prompted by
your suggestion on page DlIIl of each issue
- to renew early and save you paparwork.
Such inspirations arerare, Let's see, I do
. recall feeling moved to write Nixon in '74.
or '73 urgillg him toresign. That was a good
inspira~on;
An HCN renewal? Not such eo dramatic

inspiration in s political sense, but a good
one nonetheless, You're needed.

Geoff Pretsch
Miami. Fla.

AlASKA PIONEERS
'SELF-SUFFICIENT OSTRICHES'

burban bureaucrat with a vegetable gar-
den, the river people imagine their lifestyle
88 "independent",
. Most distll'bing is the attitude the grub-
stake "pieneers" take toward the pre-
dators. The predators are the 'tip of a vast
Alaskan ecological pyramid of biomass.
They are vulnerable. Like vandals destroy-
ingthe tips ofEgyptian pyramids forprofit,
these ''pioneers'' continue to live by de-
struction, resource exploitation and "rug_'

_ ged individualism." ,
McPhee's people of the country believe

that if they flee from the 20th century, it
will go away. As long as their rapidly van-
ishing geographic isolation holds out (and I
hope it does forever!), the Alaskan pioneers
can deceive themselves iJ!,tobelieving they
live in the 19th century. If wishes were
horses, we would all ride.
Uafortunately, a rugged "self-sufficient"

ostrich with its head in 'the glacial al-
luvium is in rio position to make decisions

in a world arena where choices will affect
vast areas. Nuclear fallout from 'a Mideast
war - caused by resources gulped down in
pig-like fashion by the U,R....,. can foul the
chromosomes of every tree, pine marten,
grouse and grizzly of Alaska as well as the
kid s' in Iowa gradeschools and Canton
communes.
Alaska, indeed the world, ia playing for

big stakes. McPhee's sincere indi-
vidualism, so strOllgly defended by selec-
tive storytelling, is perhaps out of place,

Mark Stromberg
Madiso!1, Wis.

by Hannah Hinchman

Here in Wind River Valley despite acou-
pie of brief, wet sprillg stonns sprillg is
advancing. Beetles, spiders and spiky
,grass shoote are pokillg through ~e mat of
pale dead grasses on the banks of the Popo
Agie's Nortl1 Fork,

•

My friend John McCarthy sends some
notes u',m his r8t1ch work in Idsho alollg
,.1It Soake River below Hell's Canyon:

, 'The ex4ilaration of a warming, clear
morning is increased by the return and
music of the meadowlarks. I take advan-
tage of the dsy to ride up to the summer
ranch and pick up a metal fence-post poun-
der and a branding iron. yeUer and Ace are
easy to catch, ready to go look over the end
of winter.

-·The creeks came up with the sun yester-
day for the second time - the drifts and
piles on the ridge tops are comillg down
fast. Laading A"!' I j:ross slowly, water'
rushing over the ~s' knees. "
"llobinll ani everywhere in the hacltberty
trees and brambles. Cottonwoods are filled

with cedar waxwings. Looking at them I
see the catkins are opening. Chukars are
chortlingoverhavingmovedtohigherhill_\ De HCN Staff
aides where theY can lift. off for the 101lg ar ,

~de down. . In the article on Stewart Brand, you take
.ToPPlDg .out on the ndge I find the great offense at being dumped "into one,

Wlnter'.s weight has made summer ~ores: distasteful heap." Not a ve"y pleasant feel.
a cormce h"." flattened ~ whole line of illg,isit?Yetyoufolksareveryoftenguilty
fence. I take m the clear VIews of the Wal- ofthe-same offense,
lowas to the ':"l't and the Seven DeYlIs to You' state that guest editoriaIa do not
the south while the horses buck a foot of necessarily reflect' your opinions. Itmight
~eIt,snow"al to be big"'h T 't' be time to strive for a little more diversity
t s spec1 up . omorrow, s , . k f t edito . lists

back to feedillg the bulls and fixing fence in m your pic 0 gues I na I. .

th Look' that kinglish d As a rancher-cowboy, I too resent beingecanyon. lor erm _ . ed II' I d daII f'ts
d 'de 'fth mallards categonz . ove my an an 0 I
SCI 1 ose are mergansers or 'nbab'tante d tri ' , f. · th th Ide Look ~ th rttle I 1 an s ve .or a ,orm 0 man·
lD. WI e go ney~. or e 1 _ agemen~ compatible with my feeli~.
fl~ of y'e~ow or w~te - the,first flower Continual insinuations that anyone~ho ....
WlII be any day now. J works a-horseback and chews Copenhagen

, is a red-necked as. get kind 'of tiring. And
theY are not progressi!1g toward solvi!1g
,the grave problems of our environment.
Having two groups, each armed with

only ooe ((acceptable" solution to a prob-
lem, is getting us nowhere. Locally, there
are many' aspects of the Bureau of Land
Manag~ent, mustang and predator prol>-
lems which need to be considered.
Communication and compromise are two

free tools which we have at our disposal:
let's use them!

RESENTS INSINUATIONS

Eric Sprado
Wells, Nev.

'BIASED DEFENDERS'

Dear HCN,
,

I am renewing my subscription to HCN
for another year despite the strong impres- '
·sion that you shol" bias toward the range
affairs of the Bureau of Land Management
and the Forest Service. At least in that
respect, you show yourselves to be highly
selective defenders of your environment
It is incomprehensible to me that you

, people can ,be so blind to the gross erosion
and overuse damage so obvious to the ,ob-
serving eye. My most plausible aasumption
so far is that all of you must be so young
tbatyou have no conception of what the
public, and m,uch private, rBIlge should be
like and was like, once lijIOna time, and
can ~ again ifmanaged right;
. I wonder if any ofyou bave examined the
'vegetation in an unmowed and tightly
fenced comer of a really old graveyard?
Such a place may be the only place )Vhere
~onnerr8!1geconditionsmay still be found,

William Voigt, Jr .
. Blackshear, Ga.
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L.ef'snot export our heritage
by Bart Koehler

The W'Jldemees Society repreltlldative
for WyoDilDg, South Dakota ...... Neb-

raSka

Slurry lines sound innocent, right? But
export of water and rapid coal development
sound ominous, !,~d both would result
fioom approval of sluiTy pipelines,
As Dr. Seuss wrote in The Lorax, we're

"biggering, and biggering and biggeriug."
It's time that we slowed down, caught

our breath and really examined wh.at the
effects of thiswill be before we flat out sell
the ranch.
Whether it's subsurface water, as
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osee, or surface water, as Texas Eastern
proposee, it is still the esport ofwater and a
corporate robbery from non-Indian ag-
ricultural, recreational and municipal
users - as well as from the Indian tribes.
Export ~f water should be illegal under

Wyoming water law. Once the first water
esport pipeline is in place, the floodgates
will be opened. A map of the proposed
slurry pipelines looks like a spider web
with spokes leadiug out of the coal legion
in all direCtions carrying chunkll of our
high plains and ourpreeious water. We will
be engaged in interstate commerce, and
none of the consumer states would ever
permit Wyoming or any other Great Plains

April 6, 1979 - High Country New~

•In slurry lines
state to stop their energy-water fill.

We ere sscrificing more than enough of
Wyoming in the form of coal in order to
serVethe gluttonous energy appetite of this
nation. There is absolutely no need to ban-
krupt ourselves further. Furthermore, we
have a far greater national need for magic
places, clear skies, ~pen spaces and wild
country. The Great Plains states still have
that maglca1 heritage that fu1til1s our vital
human need tor peace of mind and besuty.

Let's stand together as a Great Plains
Coalition and defend our land, our air and ' Guest e.HtorlaIs do not ........... arIly
our water before our sacred ground and represent the opiDioDS of &he staff of
human heritage is hauled away forever. HCN. --

i ~

How for·are we from Three'Mile Island?
rn;tant as we may seem from the. Three

Mile Island nuclear disaster, the Rocky
.Mountain states are the source of all that
nuclear power brings· this country. We
supply the uranium fuel that keeps the in--
dustry alive. "
High Country News has focused on the

horrors at our end ofnuelear development:
radioactive tailings piles; spills on our
highways, sabi;>tage of weapons-grade
materials and disposal of the growing heap
of long-lived radioactive materials. While
we recognized the po.siblility of a core
meltdown, we had let others worry about it.
Three Mile Island baS reminded 'us that

we must face not only the problems. that
affect our area - but. as s vital link in the
nuclear fuel Cycle,we must monitor reactor
safety and' economic problems as well. That
is a heavy, burden indeed. ~Iy too
heavy for any newspjlPOr. Tob heavY as
well for any region, nation, or planet. We
can argue forever about the specifics -
,vhether nuclear ·waste materials. can be

The inside track on. slurry lines
To participate confidently in casual years, Itwould be enough water to .fill our

cocktail party conversation about coal. hypothetical acre 20,000 feet deep. And so
slurry pipelines, it is necessary to cram~ on. You are probably beginning to get the
one's head full offacts that are useless for idea.
any other purpose, However, nearly any· Coal moves through a coal slurry
one can sound like a slurry expert in'mi' pipeline at about four miles 1m hour. This
"utes, conversational tidbit is usually followed by
The first thiug any coal slurry aficionado the comment "or about as fast as a m an can

says is, "A coal·fired power plant uses walk," Ifhe's in a hurry. It will take about
seven times as much water as a coal slurry . 13,5 days for the coal to walk from Wyoin-
pipeline:' This phtase is mandatory in coal inil to Texas, if it doesn't stop for coffee·.
slurry pipeline discus~ions. The implica- After you have presented your explana-
tion is, of course, that if a coal slurry tioll of water and acre-(eet, it is acceptable
pipeline exists, there will be no need for the to call the water the "slurry medium" or
dreaded power plant. This assumption is the "carrying agent." You do this in the
fine in casual conversation, but tlie choices hope that the person you're talking with
are rarely that clear in real life. will forget that ifs water.
Secondly, one must have a thorough No slu:n-y' conversation is complete with-

grasp of acre-feet. An acre-foot of water is out a few references, usually unftiendly, to
that amount of water needed to cover an the railroad industry. "The slurry lin~ will
a~re of ground 12 inch~s deep, In most· only sh"re in· the future growth-of the
places, an acre with a foot of water on it trsnspOrtation market, and railroads will
would -be considereq. flooded, a candidate continue to grow."
for disaster relief.. Not so with slurry A railroad proponent says, first, "The
pipelines - acre-feet are coveted like gold, railroads are perfectly capable of carrying
When explaining an acre-foot, you, as all the coal produced in the West." He then

the emerging expert, mlist give your con- follows with, "Slurry lines merely grab up
versationa! partner a real-life example of the most profitable routes and deprive a
the power of an acre·foot. You elm say that nearly bankrupt American railroad sya-
an aere-foot is 43,650 cubic f'l"t of water or tern of desperately needed revenues."
. 325,900 gallons. But such large numbers !fthe speaker is a railroad executive, an
mean little to ~e average person. A tidy astute slurry expert (/IS you have now be'
example frOm everyday life is needed. For come) will nod knowingly and·say, "And
instance, one acre-foot will provide enough exact!)' whose fauit is it that the nation's.
water for a family of five for one year. A railroads are nearly bankrupt?" The rail-
coal slurry pipeline requires 20,000 acre·. road el'ecutive will look befuddled at first,
feet of water annually to move 25 million then walk away withOut a word ..
tons of coal That 20,000 acre-feet would .
keep that same family of five for 20,000 - DSW

;;"'lated from living things for thousaDds of
years, for inetance. The fact remains, waste
disposal is only one of half a dozen nuclear
dilemmas - each of equal magnitude.
Even if some of these;probl.ema can be sol-
ved the benefits to be derived from nuclear
power do pot make it worth the extraordi-
'nary remaining risks.
Reputable sources insist that. the United

States does not need nuclear energy to sur-
vive in higli style. Energy expert Amory
Lovins documented this in Soft Energy
Paths, So did the Ford Foundstion Energy
Policy Project in its 1974 book, A TIme to
Choose. Assuming a growth in energy
consumption slightly higher than too U.S.
rate last year, the Ford -researchers
concluded that the U.S. standard of living
could be maintained without massive new
coJD1llitments to nuc1'l8r p~er - or large
scale development of Western coal anciJ>il
shale where the land cannot be reclaimed.
MQst recently, a Harvard Business

Schoolreport tells us that the nation woUld
be better olfputting ita dollars into energy
conservation and solar power rather than
into the ,four standard alternative", oil,
gas, coal or nuclear power. (See "Hot Une,"
page 10.)
Of course, most of this technical and

economic wisdom has been around for a
. number of years. We hope that the drama

at Three Mile Island will inspire our lead-
ers to .take it seriously.
,In the meantime, Westerners should
renew their support of those groups that
have been educating our leaders about the
dangers of nuclear power for years. News
reports about Three Mile Island identified
many of the key national leaders. You may
have heard 1... about some of the local
prophets: the National India:' Youth
Council, Albuquerque, N.M.; the South-
west Research and Information Center,
Albuquerque, NM.; the Wyoming Outdoor
Council, Cheyenne, Wyo.; the Northern
Colorado Resource Council, Fort Collins,
Colo.; the Rocky Flats Action Group, De-
nver; the Colorado pPeii Space Council
Mining Workshop, Denver; and Environ-
mental Action of Colorado, La Veta, COlo.
New groups are emerging to fight growing
nuclear problems, among them the ~Iack.
Hills Alliance in Rapid City, S.D. and Citi-
zens Concerned about Radiation Hazards,
Canon City, Colo. . .
If Three Mile Island reminds you that

you'd like this country to get off the peril-
ous nuclear path, let government leaders
'.know - and ·send a few bucks to groups
such as these to help them do their jobs.
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Slurry carries controversy.
(continued from page 1)

•

and Montana insists that the water is 00- ";ater will cover about 950 Beres of pasture
vered by the Yellowstone River Compact. lands, according to the company.
Under the compact, WyoJDing, Montana One major concern expressed at the hear'
and North Dakota must un~imously ing is whether the state will act,ually re-
agree on any water transfer out of the Yel- ' ceive the surplus water that Texas Eastern
lowstone Basin. The Montana Legislature, is promising. Although the company will
upon learning ,ofthe proposed slurry line, provide a 42,000 acre-foot storage capacity,
unanimously passed a resolution condemn- some minimum stream flow - as yet unde-
ing the shipment of water out of the basin teimined - will be required. In addition,
in coal slurry pipelines. although the average annual flow in the
,.Texas, Eastern says that the Little river is 110,000 acre-feet; in some years it
Bighorn 18 not covered by the compact be- is considerably less than that. In dry years,
. cause the river is not specifically listed in
~e agreement. Wyomiug AaaistaIit Attor-
ney General Jack Palma agrees; "It is our
initial opinion that the Little Bighorn
River is excluded from the compact," he
says.

However, at a hearing conducted in
Sheridan on the pipeline, Montana Gov.
Tom Judge said flatly that he would sue if
Wyoming tried to appropriate the water
without Montana's consent. Phil Roy, a
lawyer for the' Blackfeet tribe in Montana,
called the Texas Eastern proposal "the
most blatant, ill-timed raid on the water of
Wyoming and Montana in the history of
those two great states." Roy also contends
that the only reason ,that the Little
Bighorn was not specifically mentioned in
the Yellowstone Compact was because of
the Crow claims to it. '
.Fcr one reason or another: the question

will almost certainly wind up in the court~.
A source in another company says that his
organization looked at the Little Bighorn
as a possible slurry water source and ex-
amined the legal issues surrounding it. He
says, "We looked at this water source and
thought it was really a can of worms. Our
lawyers said that a good case could be made
on either side of the question, but they
thought they could win it. However, they
_also said that it would take 10 or 15years to
finally settle the issue, so we abandoned
it:' £.v.

Don Thomas, project analyst with Texas
Eastern, says, "I wish Iknew how long it
would.take. Our biggest stumbling block as
faras the water isconcemed is"the Crows."
Dan Old Elk of the Crow Indian Tribe

Water Resource Commission says -that the
tribe claims all 110,000 acre-feet of water
crossing into Montana. Old Elk says that
the tribe is currently planning a reservoir
on the main stem of the Little Bighorn and
"that the To Eastern diversion would in-
terfere with the project. The Crow claim
the water under Winters Doctrine rights,
This 1908 Supreme Court decision gave
tribes water rights to all water they could
'use originatjng within, flowing through or
adjacent to the reservations. '
'l\venty.siX other Indian tribes within

the Missouri River Basin are backing the
Crows in this dispute, including their
neighbor and traditional enemy, the
Northern Cheyenne. How much water the
Crows actually own has been debated in
the Montana court system for two and a
half years now. There are hundreds of
litigants in the case.

•

,LOCAL CONCERNS

Herschler held the Sheri~L heari~ to
help him decide whether he should allow
.Texas Eastern to begin construction.
About 800 people attend~, and nearly 50
testified. ~action ran heavily against the
proposal or at least for delaying it until a
number of guestionsare answered.

At the Sheridan County site;the project
will consist of a diversion dam in the Little
Bighorn, which will back water up about
-100 feet in the rive~. The water will be sent
in a pipe, about eight feet in diameter, to a
reservoir site off the main stem. The reser-
'voir aite has not been selected, but the

'Photo...- Tuu _ Corp.
ELK HABrrAT may he t!u'eatened by the project. Texas Ea8t,em Iswor!dDg
with the state to minimize the adverse impact to the Animals, Photo shows
tagging of elk near project site.

,ally. The 22,000 acre-feet in excess of the Hom Motintains, in Northern Wyoming
project's needs would be turned over to the and flows directly into the Crow Indian
state to do with as it pleased. All costs in- reservation in Montana. When the river
curred by the stale would be paid by Texas crosses the Wyoming-Montana border, its
Eastern - giving the state. in effect, a free average annual flow is 110,000 acre-feet.
water .project. The hattie over who controls that flow may
Inaddition, at the end of the useful life of make the other famous battle of the Little

the pipeline - after anYwhere from 30 to Bighorn 10,oklike a skirmish.

A Colorado slurry pipeline expert says,
"There are very few environmental problems
with most slurry lines."

50 years - the diversion project and .the InMontana, the Crow Tribe claims all of
water would be turned over to the state at the flow of the Little Bighorn as its own.
no charge. Several Montana landowners who irrigate
The water would be sent from the Little from the river are concerned about the size

Bighorn River to Montana's Decker coai of the proposed Texas,Eastern diversion,
.mine, There, in the pipeline, it would which would store 35 percent of the aver-
transport two million tons of coal annually age annual' flow of the river ..
'from the Decker 1Iline, seven million ,tons Further complicating matters, the Little
from the Spring Creek mine and, farther Bighorn flows into the Yellowstone River.
down the line, about 15 million tons from
three Wyoming mines near Gillette.
In addition to water, the pipeline offers

Wyoming annual property tax revenue of
$3.3 million. Texas Eastern intends to hire
'only about 368people, who would be spread
around the state along the pipeline route,
thus minjmizing the sociaLimpact, the
company says. A power plant would con-
centr~te 1,000 or more workers in one
community during construction.'
The water diversion reservoir would also

provide a recreation area fOrSheridan re-
sidents, according to the company.

WATER WGBTS CONFUSION

Westerners say "water
flows-toward money."

Texas Eastern acquired the water rights
to 42,000 aCre-feet froin Tft..12, a group of
Sheridan landowners and businessmen
who have beensearching for seven yearsto
find a company with enough capital to de-
velop the Little Bighorn water. IndojDgso,
it ignited a msjor controversy involving
two states, severailndian tribes, Sheridsn
County, Wy,? residents and environmen-
talista' ... ,
The Little Bighorn originates in the Big

_..,_JIcCI ...
DAN OLD ELK of the Crow Tribe in
MontaDa said that his tribe claims the
entire 110,000 acre-feet flow of the
Little Bighorn.

the in-stream requirements. the prior
downstream water rights, the Texas East-
ern project and the Crow tribal claims
might use up all the water ,leaving none for
the state.
A second major local concern is for the

Little Bighorn Canyon, where Texas East-
ern proposes to put its diversion dam. The
canyon is narrow and steep, and portions of
the stream: pass between nearly vertic';l
walla as high as 6~Ofeet. Residents said
they are concerned about the effect of put-
ting an eight foot diversion pipe through
the canyon. This would require roads and
iconsiderable construction activity. Many
people said that they would like to see the
diversion' moved out of the canyon.
Texas Eastern did not respond to this

request at the hearing.but sources say that
there may be alternative sites available for
the diversion that would be more accepta-
ble.
, The Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-
ment is also concerned about the project's
location. The site is near a game range that
winters about 700 elk.
In a letter to Stete'Sen. John Turner (R) on
the proposal, the departmei'lt,said, "We are
concerned with potentially severe im-
pacts which a portion of the pipeline and
the water diversion ... could have on fish, P

wildife and their habitats, We do not be-
lieve (the legislation) offers sufficient pro:
teetion for the state's fish and wildlife reo
sources." '.
In comments 'sent to the governor by the

department, the agency said of the prop-
osed construction work in the canyon, "'It is
doubtful if this work Can be accomplished
Without serious encroachment or altera-
tion of the, Little Bighorn River."
Texas Eastern's problems notwithstand-

ing, slurry pipelines in 'general are rela-
tiv~ly environmentally benign. Robert
Faddick, slurry pipeline expert at the Col-
orado School of Mines, says, "There are
very few environmental problema with
most slurry Iines. The major impact comes"
in the construction stage while laying pipe
in the trench." I

f •
ENVIRc;>NMENTAL CONFUSION

Environmental groups in Wyoming
hadn't yet adopted a general position on
slurry lines, and they were caught off
guard by the,Texas Eastern proposal, They
were conspicuous only by their indecisive-'
ness. The Powder River Basin Resource
Council, a rancher-conservation group
based in Sheridsn, initially said, it would
support the propoaalff Texas Eastern
would submit the project to the SCFUtinyof
the Industrial Siting Council. Under
Wyoming law, pipelines are specifically
exempted from siting review. The company
agreed, however: and siting review was
written into the law.
However, at the Sheridan hearing, rep-

resentativea of the Powder River -group
said, "We now recommend that 'no contract
be signed between the state and Texas

(continued on page 51
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HERSCHLER told the hearing audience that he has not decided yet whether to approve the slurry project. More
than 800 people attended the hearing. I

Eastern until further studies are com-
pleted."
At a board meeting two days before the

Sheridan hearing, another major en-
vironmental group in the state, the Wyom-
ing Outdoor Council, voted seven to six to
oppose the line but not to present any tes-
timony at.the bearing. A committee was
appointed to draw up comments to present
to the governor.
The slurry issue is extremely sensitive

for these environmentalists because they
support a policy of exporting coal out ofthe
region, rather than building mine-mouth
power plants and exporting electricity ..
This presumably means less social impact,
leas air pollution and less water 1088to the
state. Oue of the often-cited advantages of
slurry pipelines is that they require one-
seventh the amountofwaterconsumed ina
power plant.
On the other hand, many environmen-

talists fear that slurry lines will stimulate
coal production. In addition, the export of
any water from a semi-arid region is un-
popular in the West, and environmen-
',talists don't want to support a project that
might hurt agriculture' or unnece88llrily
'deplete an already-scarce resource. .
Another reason that the groups had such

trouble reaching a final position may have
been that both had board memberarepres-
enting psrti. interested in the -sue .... of
the pipeline. John Jenkins, a member of
PRBRC's board, served as a consultant to
Texas Eastem during legislative debate on
the iasue. Dave Palmerlee, woe board me-
mher was the attomey for TR-12, the group
that holds the water rights on the Little
Bighorn. Another woe board member,
Marilyn Kite, served as an attorney for
Texas Eastern: However, while these indi-
viduals presented their cases to their re-
xpective groups, none of them voted on the
groups' fiDal positions.
Neither WfOIIling environmental group

took a position on the ETSI pipeline when
"it came before the legislature several years
ago. Only Wildern888 Society representa-
tive Bart Koehler'- wandering afield
somewhat from his Usual concerns - has
taken a strong public stand in opposition to
slurry lines.
, Environmental and'conservation groups
in Montano ha'{8 not been su!:liect to lIUCIi
ambivsIenee. They ~ve ,consistently opo

posed slurry lines as an insppropriate U!l8
of the state's water.
Leslie Petersen, president of the woe

board,' reveals some of fJie groups' uneer-
tainty on tlie issue. She says that woe
didn't take a position on the ETI:Uline be-
cause they didn't realize the significance of
slurry pipelines to the future of Western
'development. Even now s!)e says, the
slurry may be better than so",e other pos-
sible uses of Wyoming water. She says, "If

considering Western coal because of the
rapidly escalating rail rates. The slurry
line is a prerequiaite before they would buy
Western coal."
For example, Houston Power and Light,

.one of the potential customers of the Texas
Eastern pipeline, ia planning seven 1,000
megawatt power ,plants in Texas between
1985 and 2000. Jack Ar1ett, fuel purchas-
ing agent for the cOmpany, has been look-
ing to Midwestern coal and coal ~ported

\

One lawyer called the Texas Eastern proposal
~"the most blatant, ill-timed raid on the water of
Wy-oming and Montana in the history of those
'two great states."

.the Crows were going to use 'the water to from other countries to supply these
build, power plants or gasification plants . plants. Alternatively, the company could
near the Wyoming border, I thiuk I'd have build mine-mouth power plants in the
to support tile slurry proposal." Texas lignite fields. Asked if the clreaper

.NEW MARKETS .

One of the 'uncertainties surrounding
slurry lines is whether they would open
new marketefor Western coal, thus speed-
ing up development: AccOrding to the Con-
gressional Office 'of Technology Asse ss-
ment study on slurry lines, IIWyoming to
Texas slurry pipeline could carry coal for a
.costof$6.5Q per ton. Comparable rail rates,
according to OTA, are $9.10 per ton. Since
rail rates are often as expensive as the coal
itself, the differential'could be inflUllntisl
in the decision of where to buy the coal.
A spOkesman for the National Coal As-

sociation in Washington, D.C., says that he
doubts that slurry linea would affeCt the
volume of~cosI shipped out of the Western,
fields; but it could affect the I~tion of new .
federal co&! leases. He says, "With the cur-
rent administration's attitude ofre<Jucing
environmental impscts, new leases will
probably be offered' where there is already
acceSs to rail spurs. However, since slurry
lines have 1888environmental impact, thay
.eould open up areas that, are farther from
rail transportation."
Howe~, Texas Eastarn's Thomas. says

that slurry pipelines will definjtelyopen
'new markete for WestarD cosI. He says, "A
.number of Texas utilities have stopped

IfQEW
••••••• ~I$___ p1~d
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transportation provided by coal slurry
pipelines would make Western coal com-
petitive with these other options, he says,
"Defmitely. If the people in Wyoming are
going to milrket their coal, they have to use
.all methods of transportation."

Arlett,says, "One of the problems with
high volumes of coal is logisticli. We11 be
getting 22 trains a week into Houston by
1983. It is very difficult logistically to move
this many trains itl a congested area. The .
railroads are doing a good job, but they
can't do the total job. There's just no way
that one method of transportation can
move this much coal."

The railroads, naturally, disagree. Many
Western railroads make a substantial por-
tion of their income from hauling coal, and
they fear the inroads that slurry lines could
.make. Ed Sencahaugh, a special represen-
tative with Union Pacific, says, "The rail-
roads are perfectly capable of hauling all
the coal produced in the Western coal
-fields. In addition, we can deliver to small
users as well as the large ones. Slurry lines
, only deliveriarge volumes of coal. It'sjust a
cream-skimming method - taking all the
biggest customers and depriving the rail-
roads of despO'rstely needed revenues."

The railroads' competitive position
could be improved somewhat if President
Carter's proposal to deregulate railroads
comes to pass. Sencabaugh says, "Rate
flexibility would help it gt.eat deal.". . .. ,

Sencabaugh also says, however, "I can't
see where a coal slurry pipeline will open
any new markets."
Wyoming's Gov. Hersehler has not indi-

cated whether he will agree to sign a con-
tract with Texas Eastern. The company
hopes to be under construction in two or .
three years and be slurrying coal by 1985.
Herschlersaysthat April 10 is the deadline
!or I,'ublic comment on the issue;

The outcome of the, Texas Eastern prop-
osal also may bave'long-rallge implications
for the future of Western coal transporta-
·tion. Although ETSIand Texas Eastern
are curnlDtly the only two with firm prop-
osals, as many as 10 slurry lines to move
Western coal have been discussedin vary-
ing degrees of seriousness. Five routes
have been mapped out,' affecting nearly
every Rocky Mountain state.

•
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Feeding continued i~to April, funded
partly by donations. The Anheuser-Busch
Foundation gave $70,000 to Colorado and
$30,000 to Wyoming for theoperations,
The region had been ,enJoying a warm,

lovely autumn, In early November, some
Wyoming towns reported record high
temperatures. Then on Nov. 9, an arctic
storm brought an early winter, dumping a
record 36 inches of snow at Lander. Intense,
cold and more snow followed, Lander resi-
dents wouldn't see the ground for nearly
four months.
"Across Wyoming, it was the worst

winter on record,': says Stan Sigler at the
National Weuther Service in Cheyenne.
In Denver, December and January were

the coldest two-month period'on record. '
A month of good westher beginning in

mid-February saved thollS8lUlsof depleted
animals.
Wildlife biologists emphasize tbIly can

only guess as to the statewide effects of the
severe winter imtil the snow clears and
surveys can be conducted. This 1;landicap
caused a striking divergence of opinion
among officials in Colorado. .
An Associated Press report in March

quoted Harris 'Shermsn, Department of,-
Natural Reaouires ·baad, as saying Col-
orado could lose 30-40 percent,of ita elk.
However, senior game biologist Cliff

Moser at the Division ofWildlife, told HCN
on March 22 that "it was a typical winter
with hardly any elk 10.. statewide and
perhaps a five percent deer loss above nor-
mal." Moser predicted nO significant reduc-
lo-lionin hunting allowances for the fall.

thawed, froze and snowed again, aDd the
deer and elk couldn't paw througn the ice.
They wenrta the haystacks."
On the west slope of the Continental Di-

vide ranchers complain that tba Division of
Wildlife, has allowed herds to grow..\!>o
large and didn't do enough to help ranchers
protect their stored hay from damage. The
ranchers are' pushing for state legislation
that would compensate ranchers for dam-
ages to native pasture and fences. Present
law allows recompense only for dsmages to,
stored crops and croplands.
"If the bill p*s, we hope to receive a
~raJ fund appropriation to finance it. If
we don't get that, the payments will come
from our traditional funding sources: fines
and license fees," Moser says.
"Ultimately, this philosophy will bank-

rupt the wildlife agencies,' according to
.George Kaminski, National Wildlife Fed-
eration .regional representative in.
Cheyenne. "The attitude for generations
has been that landowners made some pro-
vision fur wildlife, cover and foraging in
winter."
In January. the Colorado Divis~on of

Wildlife began an emergency feeding prog-
ram expected to help 12,000 elk and 5,000
deer in nine areas at a cost of nearly
$5OIi,OOO.,BobTully, chief of wildlife ser-
vices, says the program is a "one-shot" deal

Photo by Roben ~OIIfeId
THE COTI'ONTAILRABBIT froze where he .erouched m,the subzero
weather this Winter.

, ~
half of our ground-dwelling game, birds,
like chukar partridges, probably died. We
have huge areas of complete wipeouts on
cottontail rabbits," Crump says.
Both Crump and Petera express,

gratitude to Wyoming ranchers for allow,
In Wyoming, severe winter losses have ing wildlife to feed on their lands. "ID. the

dramatized tbaincreasingconflict between Lusk area, for example, we would have lost'
expanding human developments and wild- most of our antelope Without, the hay pro-
life survival. Through the centuries, severe vided by ranchers," Petera -says. "They re-
winters have strengthened wildlife popu- ally took the interests of the wildlife to
lations by culling the wesk, sick and old heart."
and leaving the strong topropagate. Indio- Petera expects damsgepayments to ran-
criminate humeri obstacles are now lessen- chers to exceed the $36,000 the department
ing the efficiency of nature's plan. 'paid last year, despite outlays from Iicense
Kaminski says the dead animals along revenues of$330,ooo to provide panels and

highways in several parts of Wyoming "are fencing to protect haystacks and $1.2 mill-
pathetic acenes, really." ion to move animals otTprivate property. In
According to Assistant Chief Game both Colorado and Wyoming, the wildlife

Warden Francis Petera, between 1,500 and ' (continued on page 71
2,qoO antel0Pl' died in the Rock, Springs- ==:::;:::;::::==\=====::::;:==:~'
area alone. "Along Interstate 80 near Ar-
lington we picked up 85 dead antelope in a
five-mile stretch," Unable to pass the in-
terstate fences, the animals starved to
death. "In a cut in the r.ulroad right-of-way
east of Rawlins," Perera says, 'fa single
train killed 28 antelope,"
Bill Morris, a .. istant -director of the

Game and FIsh Department, says people
have a "direct bearing on wildlife losses.
Before people came to this area, there were
no-road kJills, no train kills, no fence Iosses.
The accumulation of all these things is de-
pleting wildlife habitat and restricting
movements,"
Petera says ','the animals are a casualty

of our modem times."
Department personnel' estimate that up

to 30 percent of the state's antelope and
15-20 percent of the deer may have
perished,
In the 1920s, the state bagan supplemen-

tal feeding for elk at Jackson Hole, where
human development had eliminated the
traditi0l1a1 elk wintering grounds. Todsy,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service feeds
alfalfa pellets to 8,000 elk eacli winter on'

- the National Elk Refuge just north of the
town of Jackson" The Wyoming Gameand
Fish Department provides half df the feed.
The department operates 21 other elk feed-
ing grounds in' northwest Wyoming each
winter, boarding 12,000 elk on alfalfa hay,
In addition, up to 300 moose are, fed alfalfa
hay at five regular winter feeding groun9s
in the Pinedale area.
This year, Petera,says, the extreme con-

ditions caused emergency elk feeding at
Saratoga and Sheridan, in addition to the
usual sites. Emergency' antelope' feeding
occurfed in seversl P/U"bI of the state.
Petera 'says elk "iS88S were "prohably

about normid, and we didn't have any sig- ,... _ .., UIC&..... nifi(:ant lOss of bighorn sheep or moose.'"
1 ' ' Bill Crump' says it was "the toug:hest

MURDEREBB' ROW .. it Is known by 10_ peop1e near Jac ........ Wyo. winter in the 30years I've been working for
The deer:wen alLldIW. by$lll'&.,_ .. _ . ' _. __ ~ ,_,__~_ ••• ". _the .~nt. :J!I.tJte, Big Jlorn.B8sin,

i

from areas where they are damaging prop-~. '

A PATHETIC SCENE

"The animals are a
casualty of our modern
times." '

FI:RE AND ICE
Wildlife's attempt to cope with the se-
vere winter has bad repercussions in the
Colorado Legislature that worry Division
of Wildlife personnel. "It's the worst winter
we've had as far as wildlif~age to ran-
chera' property," Moser says. "It snowed,

Slimoorr;er protects
man from nature

and is not designed to support wildlife
populations above the number the winter
habitat can support in an' average winter.
Feeding is being done both to provide
emergency food and to lure animals away

"From the Cowley Progress, MarCh
1,1979: , .
"We read in the papers each day

about the godawful miseries the people
of,Chicago and other northern cities are
suffering with the terrible blizzards,
the deepening snows and the dreadful
cold (giant drifts, frozen salt slush,
broken water pipes, apartment temp-
eratures of 50 degrees, and so forth).
"While the miseries are real enough

(we won't argue with that) from a pers-
pective of earlier times, the suffering
isn't even a joke, a trivial inconveni-
ehce. Compared to whst primitive man
had to put up with routinely, and what
nearly all northern wildlife has always
had to undergo in winter, the tonnent
in Chicago is nothing but solid comfort.
"May it not be to some eXtent 'the

elusive, subliminal awarene .. of that
truth that is the basis of more than a
little of the pervasive anxiety that so
unceasingly wracks modem men?
''We know in our very gizzards that'

thi s'whole fantastic superstructure of
infinitely complex technology, organi-
zation and culture which holds back the
cold and darkness of northern winters
is like a great dam placed in the
cartyon's throat just a few,'l'iles above
the city.' ,
"Just a few cracks opened up by a'

minor earthquake and a vely ocean of
t1iundering watjlr sweeps the city ,toob-
livion. So we peer anxiously out from
our snug burrows listening ab8rply fot
that cracking sound that may he the
dam givi~ way."

I



agencies also made use of firecrackers to
scare animals away from haystacks and
cities.
In Idaho, Fish and Game biologist Roger,

Williams says wildlife in southeast' Idaho
experienced "one ofthe toughest winters in ,
30 years," but that the situatiod'waaabout
normal elsewhere in the state. The de-
partment was feeding 2,000 deer and 1,000
elk at 18 sites until the freeze broke, "We
haven't seen a really high 1088 where we've
been feeding, but we won't know until we
make mortal,ity surveys," Williams says.
At a ranch near American Falls, Idaho, -

15,000 ducks and 7,000 geese were feeding'
on waste grain from livestock feed. Ranch
:foreman Lee Bush says the birds. "came •
right into the mangers and ate with the
calves. We were glad to 'have them."
In North Dakota, deer and game birds

fared better than the previous winter but
suffered more than usual losses, according
to Chris Grondahl, chief of game manage-
ment for the Game and Fish Department.
Grondahl is concerned that two winters of
antelope losses, especially in the northwest
~art of the state, have reducel1 populations
to, low levela.
Fish biologists in North Dakota and

Wyoming indicate that heavy snow and ice
accumulations on lakes could have caused
extensive fish kills, Dale Henegar, C,hiefof
fisheries for the North Dakota Game and
Fish Department, says "65 to 80 lakes in
the state have dangerously low oxygen
levels."
Mike Stone, fisheries biologist with the

Wyoming Game and Fish Department,
says the thick ice and sn.ow stop light from
penetrating and plants die. "Then, instead
of producing oxygen, the plants decay,
which uses oxygen." .
Jim Burruss, biologist for the utah Divi-

sion of Wildlife, says no deer or antelope
were being fed in Utah, "The winter has
been more severe than usU;l-but not one of
our worst win~rsfor wildlife losses." Bur-
russ says the division did feed 600 elk to
alleviate agricultural damage in Cache
'Valley near Logan,

TROUBLE ON TROUBLE
AIthough wildlife managers throughout

the region 8r1' confident that wildlife will
bounce backkrom the winter's· devastation,
the future is not particularly bright. As the
grim tale of anirrial sufferillg unfolded in
late winter, wildlife devotees in at .least
two states were fighting developnien.t
proposals which would cause future winter
losses. ~
The National Wildlife Federation's

Kaminski criticized a proposal by the
Bureau of Land Managemeht to fenee a
large tract ofpublic land northwest of Raw-
lins, "Remembering the dead antelope
piled up aIong the fences in 1971-72, and
the losses along Interstate 80 this year, we
must protest this plan to build miles of·
fences at taxpayer expense for the benefit
of three or four ranchers who want to run
livestock in there," Kaminski BaYB~''This
would have 'a severe impact on the largest
single herd of free-roamillg antelope in
North America in a habitat already heav-
ily impacted by coal and uranium mining \
and oil drilling,"
BLM says the fences will allow the

agency to' better manage the land thl-ough
control of livestock movement.
In'early March, Douglas K Day, Utah

Division of Wildlife dirilctor, protl'sted a
move by the Salt Lake City Commission to
annex the lower third of Emigration Ca-

_ nyon for residential development. Day told
the council there had been an "alarming
loss of critical, jrreplaceable wildlife I

habitat" along the Wasatch Front'and
"even small parcels of winte; range may
provide the critical ove.-wintering habitat
necessary, to sustain the deer we all e!\ioy
in summer and fall.n~ I _.. ' .
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Is cfreelunch reatlya boon to wildlife in,winter?',
by Philip White ~ Iong-standing belief by some game

Tofeedor not tofeed-c-and'ifso, what managersthatfeedinghaytodeeroften
,to feoo and how and when _ these are - causes digesti ve problems and kills
the' questions that have a,lways' trou- more deer than it sayes. ./
bled wildlife managers in the northern ,A Colorado Di;Asion of Wildlife re-
Rockies'in the wake of icy winters. lease this winter said, "Deer have a
They agree that artificially main- problem converting their digestive ilys-

taining wildlife throngh the winter hes '.'.', tern Ii-inn 'natural to man-produced
serious drawbacks. The congregation of ' foods. Past attempts to pull deer
animals at feed grounds allows the , throngh' severe' winters have proved
spread of disease, more harassment by disastrous, with as many deer dying
dogs and the degradation of native - from digestive Complications as proba-
range. The animals remember the free' bly would nave died anyway from star-
lunch and may bYPassmore nutritious .Vation."-
, natural food. Many animals are killl'l! jim Burruss, wildlife biologist ;"ith,
by vehicles when the feeding ill done the Utah Division of Wildlife Re-'
near highways (which is also hazardous sources, includes the "inability of deer
to humans), The feeding operations are 'to digest hay due to microorganisms in'
very expensive. . their stomachs" in a list of reasons why
The managers also agree that 'artifi- his agency has never fed deer in winter.

cial feediQg is needed when unusually
extreme winter conditions would In both Colorado and Idaho, wildlife
otherwise cause a mass die-off of game agencies tried a specially formulated
animals. This was the prognosis in sev- ", high-protein pellet for deer this winter.
eral places in the Rockies thio winter, Jim Houston, area supervisor at Gun-
where elk antelope and deer wers fed by niaon, Colo., says the deer t!Jat were
.state wildlife agencies. ,', , ',' obtaining natural forage as well as the
Roger Williams of the Idaho Eisb Md,. .. pellets were "looking real good, But'

Game says feediIig is started only when' we're'otilll08illg some that are relying
the animals can't be movedto adjacent ,- totally on the pellets." , "
areas of native forage by baitiQg, herd- '. Houston says' the pellets are "suJr
ing with snowmobiles or helicopters or' ' stantially better than anything~we've
even by live-trapping. , had before." '
, Although wildlife agencies '!gf'ee in ' The Colorado perlebs made prim",-
principle t!>at wildlife should [be gm,- i1yof wheat middlings, brewer's gi-ain,
erned by natural conditions and that cottonseed meal and alfalfa with
winter feeding should be a "last resort," specific vitamins and minerals added:
the artificial maintenance of large elk Thti diVision says tl!,e pellet is higher in
herds has become a way Of life in west- fiber, protein and dlgestmle nutrients
em Wyoming. Agricultural' and resi- than other available feeds,
dential developments have eliminated
much of the historical elk winter range,
but winter feedingprograma, started,as
much as .40 years ago,-hare sustained
elk populations at high levels. Without
the state's 22 elk feeding'operations '
each winter, many would starve, and'
extensive agricultural damages would'
occur.
An additional complication is the '

Problems with deer eating hay also
were'reported in Utah. Burruss says,
"Does will f"ed (at ranchers' haystacks)
and then move off and eat some natural
brojVse,The eight-month old fawns will
gorge themselves on the hay and die"
10Wyoming, the Game and Fish De-

partment is reluctant to establish for-
mal deer feeding proilrams: even dUr-

.
iI1g severe winters. But accOrding to Ron
ne.m,superviaorofelk1U1dmoose,feed-
, ingprograme in western Wyoming. the
problem of hay digestion is not the
reason. -

"If the deer is starving, he win die in
spite of the hoy, not because ofit," Dean
says. "A lotofdeer are fed al\erthey are
in real poor shape lind are very suscep-
tible to any extra stress, such as a cold
night. Alfalfa hay is not a total mainte-
nance ration, but it is much better than
nothing .and can sustain the deer if he
has some reserves left."
Dean, who has • doctorate in animal

nutrition, says that deer are "better off
out on their own becauSe native browse'
provides beiter nutrition" but that-the
hay djgestion problem is somethi Qgof a
myth. "We oimply do not see a lot of deer
mortBliiy around these feeding sites
and a lot of the hay isn't the best qual-
ity."~ . , .
-The department's reluctance to feed
deer, Dean says, is people-relate<tand is
highlighted by the eventa in Jackson
Hole duri"g,'tbe past two winters.Bince
"a lot ofli'e9P1e think it's neat tohave
deer in the backyard all winter:' J -ean
says landowners began feedillg hay to
deer early in the winter of77 -78. ",{uch
of the feeding was done near roadl!'; and
many'deer were killed by cars."

"This year:' .De~ says, "8 citizens'
group wanted to start feeding deer a
month before we felt it was necesaary.
, We had'a meeting with them, explained
all the problems with winter feeding
and' asked them to be'csreful where
they fed. Ithink they were more careful
this year."
Dean is worried that the artificial

, feeding programs _are"habit-forming to
the deer, 'Phey remember where they

, were' fed, and next year, when they
could perhaps survive in the. hills, they
will walk by good winter rallgO down
into the populated areas where theY,are
, susceptible io cars and dogs."" '

-..,--CRUSTED' SNOW covers food in III8QY places. Com- many of the young;tbe old, and tha weak imtelope tbie'
bined' wit!> subzero temperatures, the 00'0," defeated" winter,

,
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by ThomasM. Jenkins

Pho}08 by Tom JeDJ.m. ,

Aq~egia caerulea,-tlje Rocky Moun-
. columbine, is Sn amazingly hardy p&-
. of exquisite beauty.

Fouol in lab. spring and summer at al-
titudes from 6,000 to 12,000 feet, the col-
llIDbinegrows on rocky outcrops as well as '
ill shady ravines. hi loca'tions north and
_ of Colorado the ,blueness of the sepals
tl'des until it becomes almost pure white;
~ at the higher altitudes are usually a
~er blue than those at lower elevations.
iThe five ovate sepals form a delicate
"'ncer-like star behind the inner cup offive
wlrite petals. The bases ofthe petals extend
~nder, hollow spurs gracefully backward

~

een each of the sepals. The precise pos-

,

. ning and color nuances of the sepals and
giye this f1o~er itS inexpressible

gance. ,
measure of con~v\lrsy sUrrouods the

,fl6wees scientific name,' Aquilegia
caerulea. .The renownpd botanist; Asa
Grsy, said the name came Ii'om the Latin
~ullegus (water-drawing)' but gave-no

er' elucidation. Others say that the
tin aqulla (eagle)'was its source, seeing
ikeneSs to the talons of an eagle inthe
ved spurred petals. Others see the·
rds aqua (water) and legere (collect) in
name and reason it might have been C

fred by the nectar-at the base of the
llow spurs. '
ts common name is from the Latin,

ba (dove), which may refer to the '
'et, peaceful beailty of the flower.'
lared the state flower of Colorado in
,the abundaDt columbine filled th8

untain meadows with a floodofblue. No
, ,then inl~ that its sUJ'Vivaiwould

r

- ,

•

someday be in doubt. So cooimon w'ere col-
. umbines that professional florists sold them
by the bouquet, and specia\ traine jour-
neyed to the mountains from Denver -
.packed with misgulded horticulturaliSts
- and flower-faneiers who returned home-, '
with armfuls,
Thecomiervation efforts of the, Colorado

Mouotain Club and a' 192&Colorado law
,that forbids picking inore than 25colum-
hines ..slllwed but did not prevent th'e eon-
tinued destruction of the wildflower. The
, years from about 1935 to' 1955 witnessed
fewer tourists to the Colorado mountains
and an increased public sensitivity "to the
ecological and' esthetic value of leaving'
wildflowers in' their natural settings.
But the llist two decades brought an exp-

losion of tourists, hikers, cyclists and bllck-'
packers who, along with some uoexplained
weather and soil conditions,have led to the
scarcity of the columbine. A recent CoI- - _
orado law, the Recreation'Land Preserva- ,

o _tion Act of UI:71ftnade it '1JllaWful~th a
maximum tine of$500) to pick anY natural
, flora, including the columbine.
The columbine is not as vu1ner8ble to

natural adversity as it looks, however~
Last summer on August 30 I was walk-

ing along the trail leading to the,sinnmit of
Mt. Toll in Colorado's Indian Peaks Wil-

~ demess.Autumn'schangeshadbeguo.But
as I moved past brown clumps of dead
weeds and wildflowers, I suddenly came
UPOI! a bright batch o(green foliage with a
flawless, fresh blue and white flower in its
midst, an exquisite columbine,
Long pas~,its normal growing sesson, it .

was'defying'the &eezing'nightti1!le temp-
eratures and ,the buffeting wind. In-the
, quick sunlight following a light rain with
miDutewaterdrops glistening'onits peta1a
it Was a lovely, insouciSnt aiiachronisln. '
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.Declared the state flower of Colorado in 1899,
the abundant columbine filled the mountain" ,meadows with Ii flood of blue. No one then Im-

o agined that its .lU'Vivid,w9UId someday be i:D.
doqbt. .',' ,
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N.M. Legis/a'ture nuclear-waste' billskills tough
.\

by Dede Feldman ing hazardous waste to notify state police r two minutes after the deadline, and there state _ more than the annual water con.
atleasttwo hours before entering the state. were loads ofamendmentathat most legis- sumption of the city. of Albuquerque.

The New Mexico State ,legislature ad- Also killed by the committee was a con- lators had not even read ....The key eondi- Pumping is necessary because the geologic
journed its 60 day session in &pta Fe in stitutional amendIiient that would have tion - that of NRC liceilBing of the facility formation that contains the uranium often
mid-March with few gains for environmen- provided for citizen disapproval of nuclear' - was taken out at the last minute." It is is also a water-bearing aquifer. The pres-
talista; opponents of the state's uranium . waste disposal in New Mexie</. still unclear whether the federal govern- ent law requires companies to obtain a
industey or foes oftha controveraial waSte In t1iesenate, a proposaiRuthorizing and ment will require NRC to license such a permit for water discharges from the mines
Isolation Pilot Project (WlPP) in Carlsbad, lUtancing a ple\liscite on WIPP next fall also facility. only if the water is put to "beneficial use."
N,M. Carlabed is the leading candidate in went down to defeat. " Rogers .is also disappointed that the The defeated legislation would have reo
the federal government'8'8earc!l.for a nue-. E - •• , d ti ' . legislature gave all authority for the regu- quirll<!companies to obtain permits for any, nvironmen .... an an -nuctear groups I" f th . f di .' di hlear waste disposal site. I bbied h vii' ther ' ful ation 0 e transportation 0 ra oacbve se arge.ffi I • ed by .. 0 ea Y.lor ano er unsuecess: . '. ". - d
Much of the eli cu ty rae cItizen WiPPrelatedbill-H.B. 106. The bill cal- .w:aste to the.state, preempting county an Supporters of the measure said that the

groups and environmentalists stemmed led for state veto power, licensing .by' the' CIty reguiathbon. ~eref haalve
l
~t.n ~vethral present law allows depletion of ground

from a shake-up in legislative leadership U.S. NuclearReguiatory Commission, fed- , :~~on gu1aer.~'~:' c~,: me, water .supplies and infringement on the
early in the seasion. Liberal Chicano legis- erallial>ility for damages, funds for stabili- "Th;'" lat sue . ~ ted th water righta-of farmers 'and surrounding
lators from the northern part of the state zation of Ul'lllliIun mine tailings and ful- ' .e egIS ure mlsl" erpre to ' e towns, Furthermore, ,they say that if the
were replaced in important committee. fillm ntofNationaiEnVU'O' nm tal'Pan';." growtng vgrassrocts sentIment 0 stop flrms damage the waterrig htsofafarmer
chairmanships with pro-nuetear, eonser- Act ~ir;ments asprecon~~tions f~~ thing~,~Roge~san. "thp,:"pleW~fitedbeso:,ne-or a rancher, for example, the farmer or. vativeDemocratafrom, southern New Mex- concre~ some mg ~ IC ,ore

WIPP siting in New Mexico. 't' too I'te d truct' "'h" be rancher must prove that dewatering acti-
ico. A house committee came up with a more ~ s a ,"t:;oDS ~on:: ~:~ "viies hurt his water rights. The senate
In the two key committees, the H~use conservative bill - "the Radioactive u

H
geamounSe° m

J
°hnneYRoadgve<;nDspen proposal would have shifted the burden of

'" . owever, n. 0 ers, a emoc· -f th" .Enel'liY and Natural Resources Committee Waste Concurrence. Act, which was the t ,,-_ Lo AI· . h fa . ""Dp proo to e compames.. . ra .lCUm s amos w 0 vors.,...~ ,. .
and the Senate Conservation Committee, only WIPPmeasure to pass the legislature. thinks the legislature acted properly in re- ,uranium and other energy companies
the result was l!isastrous for enviromnen- ~t~tes a .nucl~ar wast.<:task. furce and an jetting both a legiolative veto on WIPP and lobbied heavily against the bill. wliich they
tal interesta. Chaired by two· Democrats mterjJn legis.lative conmllttee ~ study nuc· a popular' referendum. ,Rodgers, who is a said could halt uranium mining if therewho are 'involved in the mining industry, lear waste disposal dama

. i scientiat, feels that decisions of this type were ge to adjacent water users.
the committees succeeded in killing five According to the bill'~ prologue, "It is the are best leli to the ~erts. .. Lob»yista ,for energy companies out-
nuclear .waste related measures an.d an purpose,oftbeRadioactive WasteConcurr- "The public has a great lack of'under. numbered all othera registered at the sec-important bill relating to dewatering

enee Act to provide a vehicle for proper standing of the nuclear issue," Rodgers retary of state's office. At mid.session,uranium mines.
consideration of1egitimate concerns with- says. "There comes a point when you milst there were '99 energy company lobbyists
out unnecessarily hampering the nuclear put your faith in people who know." regiJtered.
industry or compromising 'the nation~ de- _' Another bill to go down to defeat in this In another area of interest to environ-
fense." year's 1egislative sessionwas. a mine de- mentalists, the bottl~ bill bann~ng
Sally Rogera, lobbyist for Friends of the watering bilL throwaways was again killed in commit-

lj:arth, says the WIPPbill that finally came At present 100,000 acre-feet of water a tee. This is the third year that the bill has
out was "really bad ....T\1e bill was passed year are bei!lgpumpedfrom'themilies in the been defeated.

j

One of the I'lliectedbills would have taxed
the transportation of nuclear waste to'
WlPP. Others would have place'd a two-'
year moratorium. on waste importation,
prohibited waste importation altogether
and directed the operator of a vehicle carry.

group says. Arallyfroni 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. is URANIUM PROTEST. The, American
scheduled for April 28. "Non-violent direct Indian Enviromnental Couocil (AlliC) h","
action" is slated for the fo\lowing day. For announced that on April 28-30 Indians in
more information contact the group at the Southwest will congregate near
1432 Lafayette St., Denver, Colo. 80218 Grants, N.M., to "physically and spiritu ..
(303) 832-4508. The group held a similar ally protest uranium mining on sacred
demonstration last year th'at attracted Navajo and Pueblo lands in the Granta
about 6,000 protestera. Membera of the Mineral Belt:' Over half of the nation's
Wyoming New American Movement will uranil}JIl supply lies in the belt. Mt. TaylOr,
also be Participating in the demonstration. near Grants, is one of the four sacred
For info1'IIll!tion,contact Michael Durgain,' mountains of'the Navajos and is ,currently
executive secretary, Box 338, Laramie, being mined for uranium by Gulf Oil Com- ,
Wyo. 82070. pany. The protest wil\ be th~ fIrst in a
OIL SHALE BILLS. A package of bills series of actions proposed by the fIrst Na-
backed by industry that promotes de. tional No-Nukes Strategy Conference,
velopment of oil shale with new environ- which was held in LouisviI\e, Ky., last
mental safeguards will be introduced in year.
Congress by Sen. Gary Hart (D-Colo.).The A BOO~T FOR ~?LSTRIP? ~e fate of
bills direct the Environmentsl Protection leglslatlOn expediting CODstructlon of Col-
Agency to set perfoimance standards to strip power p~ant uoita 3 and 4 is in ..the
limit pollution from shale production and hands of Montana Gov. Tom Judge. The
require shale producers to monitor the ef. state legIslature has passed a law that
fecta oftheir operations. ' . would exempt the plant from are-run of the

1976 Board of Natural Resources hearings,
which a recent district court ruling would
otherwise requite. Judie has said he does
not like the bill .but also thet h~ does not
,want to see the state start over onthe Col.
strip hearings. If Judge-Signs the bill,the
plant still needs ,a nod from the IU.s. En.
viromrientsl Protection Agency, asSuring
that it ~on't degrade the Class I air on the
nearby Northern Cheyenne reservation.'
LI!'iK QUASHES BILLS. North Dakots
Gov; Arthur Link has suecessfu\ly vetoed
two bill. passe'd by the legislablre that
were very attractive to utility companies in
the state. One of the bills would have al.
lowed public utilities to include ongoing
COIlstruction costs in the consumers' elec~
tric billa. Another wquld have exempted
electric planta from paying property taxes
,during construction. In his Xeto -..sage, '
Link said, the first bill would have hurt
elderly CU8~mers, who lVould pay for
en""llY they· might never use.

'-- .

enerv new. of the Roekie. and Great PI.ina

WILDERNESS
ADVENTURE
with an

environmental twist
"Friends oUl;1e Earth's Wyoming Rep-

rese'ntative. Howie Wolke,announces a
new idea in wilderness travel: back-
packing, mountaineering, and cross
country ski trips featUring high quality
gUiding and instruction in the use of
safe. low impact wilderness t,avel
techniques. Also, we offer two inten·
slve field courses focusing on public
lands and wilde'mess, dssigned for the
environmentai activist, but valuable for
anYone who sbares our concern about
!he. management of our public lands.
We s.upply food, equipment. and the
opportunity for a-quality wilderness
experience. All in the spectacular, yet
threatened mountain wilClerness of
northwest Wyoming.

FLATS FIGHT. The Rocky Flats Action
Group hopes to assemble another "large:
non-violent presence" this year at the
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant near
Golden, Colo. The group nltimately wants
authorities to close the plant and con,vert it
to "useful peacetinIe industry." The facil-
ity, which manufal;tures plutonium trig-
gera for nuclear bombs, uodermines global
security and is a local health hazard and,a
waste of taxpayera' ,money,. the protest

small grovps' reasonable rates,
free brochure

,
Wild'·
Horizons
Expeditions

Box 234S-H
Jackson,Wy.

83001 307733-5343

___ 1'_
LAST YEAR'S ~ Flats demoDStration. A repeat p¢ormancela
IIllbecIuJ8d tor April 28-28;-
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'Savings fo'r Idaho utility may mean fish deaths,"f'

Absorbing eSsays on 15 farsigh-
ted pioneers in conservation. First
printed in High Country News,
" they now are gathered intq this
book with an introduction' by Ed-
ward Abbey.
Excellent collection for your hi&-

tory shelf, and for introducing
these trail blazers to science and
social studies students in high
school and up.

published by Mountain Press
, $12.95 hardbound

by Gleon Oakley
/'

By attempting to relax requirements for
the state's hydroelectJ:ic dams, the Idaho
Legislature may be. pl...,u,g 8oI:ne of the
state's fish injeopardy, environmentalists
and state officials say. .
In late March the legislatl!l1' passed a

resolution to lower diSSolvedoxygen stan-.
. d8tds for 'rivers below hydroelectric dams .'
The move, which must be approved by the
U.S .. Environmental Protection Agency.
could save irrigators and Idaho Power Co.
money. But it could also place a strain on
fish living below 'the dams. Whether it
would kill them is in dispute, but Lee
Stokes of the Idaho Department of Health
'and We1f8re says the proposed new stan-

Please send, -- copies of Plonee,
Conl.rvltlonll'. of We. tern
AmertCII. $12.95 plus 50 cenls postsge
per copy enclosed.

40'

Name

CItY

Stale & Zip ------:---

Order from High Country ·News,
Box K, Lander WY 82520. .

Checkll1)U8t accompany all orders. ..,

eDe~ De". from .~. the country

Timoer Wolf
'byRodArbogast.

A limited edition of 1000 full-color
prints signed and numbered. .,
Prinl comes matted 22". x 28:'. Price
$40.00 plus $3.00 shipping.
Proceeds from sales' support land pre-
servalion -,Make checks payable .
to and send 10 Lehigh Valley Conser- .

" vancy, 556 Main Street, Bethlehem,
Penn. 18018. ",

dud "puta us very close to the level that
could be a problem." '.
!\'he resolution would change the etate

standard from six parts per million (ppm)
of dissolved oxygen to five. It paaeed the
senate 19-16 and the bouse 53-15.
Sen. John BarkeJ' <R-Twin_Falls) exp-

lains thet the resolution is a "legislative
directive" to the Board of Health and Wel-
fare to chanife ita regulations .
The Board of Health and Welfare first

must conduct public hearings and suhmit
the change to the EPA, according to Eldon
Edmundson, an EPA ecologist in Boise,
Edmundson says EPA lias "n.t taken a
stand" on the change in standards.
. Wendel Smith, !PC's enviionmental di-
rector, says lowering the dissolved oxygen
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========= Western governors =="=' ===1 II
aren't wild about
more .wilderness

As an indication of how controversial
wilderness is in Wyoming, a member of
Gov. Ed Herschler's staff wouldn't release
information to High Country News on
the letter he sent to the Forest Service,
even though legally, it is public infcrmas
tion.
According -to the Forest Service,

Herschler said in his letter that he was
concerned about oil and gas 'potential in
four areas, two of which he recommended
for nonwilderness. Because of the other two
areas' high wildlife and scenic values,
Herschler recommended they be put in a
special category in which oil exploration
would be allowed under limited conditions,
but timbering and mining would not be
allowed. If no commercial reserves are,
found, ~e areas should be restored and
managed under wilderness or other protec-
tion, he says. .
.However, according to a spokesman for
the Forest Service, RARE II doesn't pro-
vide for special categories, so the recom-
mendation would be considered a vote for
nonwilderness, which is how the Forest

Judge put several thousand acres in special Service had designated the two areas in its
categories. Judge asked that 738;00(l acres January recommendations.
be deI:!ared "backcountry," and Evans Overall, Herschler recommended
aSked that 836,580 acres receive "special further planning for four of the 19 areas
management to maintain their present that the Forest Service wanted for wilder-
rOadless and undeveloped condition." ness. He recommended nonwilderness for
~either conservationi8tsnor timber in- three areas that the Forest Service recom-
duatry representatives are parti~ularly mended for further planning because he
pleased with these ambiguous recommen- fears conflicts with state water projects
dations. and-or timber and minerals.
Conservationists say that if the gover- Phil Hocker, chairman ofthe SierraOlub

nora wanted the areas to be protected, they· in Wyomi~, says, "Overall, we're pleased
"hoidd have recommended either wilder- that the governor didn't take a totally
ness or further planning. Since the RARE / anti-wildernesa stand. However, we think .
II process doesn't provide for these his recommendations fall short of what
categories, the recommendations will be would be best for the long-term future of
considered "nonwilderness" hy the Forest Wyoming."
Service. - Hocker says the areaon the West Slope
Dennis Hurtt of the Idaho Forest Coun- of the Tetons, whicl! the governor reeom-

cil"a nonprofit association offorest pI:Oduct mended for nonwildarness because ofits oil
Idaho Gov. john Evans disappointed companies, says, "We would hope that any and timber potential, bas zero oil potential,

conservationists with his recommenda- areas that Congress says will be nonwil- according to the Rocky,Mountain Oil and
tioDs for wilderness, which were much demess will be returned to multiple use GaS Association. in addition, he saYs oil
lower than even the timber industry's. management, including tiInberilig, min- and gas exploration is permitted under
However; conservationists are pleased eral extraction,and use bYmotorized vehi- further planning.
with Evans' recommendation for their top c1es......
pn'ority-the River of No Return Wilder. Hurtt would like Congress to pasS a rider BOUrn DAKOTA: SUBSTITUTION

PREFERREDness Area in central Idaho. Evans added to. any RARE II bill saying that any lands
several important areas to the Forest Ser- released will not be availahle for further -South Dakota Gov. William JaDkIow
vice recommendations for the area - re- wilderness consideration ... Oth~rwise, wiJ· and the state's Congl-esaional delegation
questing a total of 1.9 million acres. Con· derness groups will continue their bar..... supported the Norbeck area ·in the Black
servationi8ts have asked for 2.3 million ac· ment," he says. "Anyone with a 15-eent Hills for wilderness, despite the Forest
reas. _ stamp clll1 appeal a land use plan" that Service's opposition. The agency had re-
Idaho bas the most remaining wilder- calls for other uses, Hurttlbel~eves. commended one roadless area for wilder-

ness ofanystate other than A\as1<a, accord- ness in the state, the Beaver Park area in
ing to Pat Ford of the Idaho Conservation MONTANA: STRONG ATI'ACKS the Black Hills, but conservationists and
League. "This is a blessing for Idaho people others had mixed emotio'!8 about the de-
that is beyond price, hut it also means we Bill Cunningham of the Wilderness Soc· sirability oftheJlreS. The governor and the
have more to lose than any other state," iety in Montana commends Judge for hold· .congression8J delegation substituted the
Ford s8ys. iilg firm on the 600,000 acres he recom- Norbeck atea for Beaver PSrk. Norm Nel.
Evans recommended wilderness status mended last fall for instant ~i1<\erness de- son of the Sierra Club in Rapid City says,

for about 575,000 acres of the seven million ,spite "strong attacks" from the timber in- "We're gratified at the support we re-
acres ofroadless land studied bY the Forest dustry and statelagislators. ceived~" .
Service inRARE n.The Idaho Forest'Pro- Judgll recommended the same number of
ducts Council, an· industry group, recom· acres as the Forest Service for'wilderness
mended 1.6 million acres and the Forest hut differea on which areas should be ch..
Service a IiUle under two. sen. •
"If Evall8' recommendations are fol· cuDningham is .especially .happy that

Jowed,"FOJd 1ayB, "Idaho would experi- both Judge and Sen. Mu BaUCus recom·
ence-the greatest loss of wilderness in one mended the Jackoereek~_lof $Ii Ma4i.
step in the state's history.'" son Range for wildeJ'lless or further pJai>.
BothI andMontana Gov. 'l'homaa !ling, "its the Forest ServiJ:e:s negative

\
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by Marjane .Ambler
Wilderness advocateS in the Northern

Plains and Rocky' MOUlltain states fowid
something in their gov~rnors' recent mes-
sages on. wilderness to be pleased ahout
althongh none of the messages came close
to their own recommendations. The gover-
nors had until March 15 to let the U.S.
Agricultu"," Department know what they
thought of the Forest Service's second
Roadless Area Review an_d Evaluation
(RARE rn.

COLORADO: MORE
THAN FOREST SERVICE

Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm (D) appar- :
ently scored the highest with- conser-
vationists by-recommending 25 percent
more acreage for wilderness or further
planning than the Forest Service.
Jerry Mallett of the American Wilder-

ness Alliance says his group ispleased that
Lamm asked for further planning on
700,000 acres more than the Forest Ser- ,
vice. He hopes to get several hundred
thousand more ~designated as wilder-
ness later in the process ..
In his letter to the U.S. Agriculture De-

pattment, Lamm said grazing, which is
specifically allowed in the Wildarneas Act,
shou1d continue on wilderness landa, and
randlera should be allowed motorized ac-
ceMwhen necessary to maintain range im-
provements and to manage herds.
Motorized vehicles are generally prohi-

• hilled in wilderness areas.
Lamm also called forenendingthe dead-

line for uiineral exploration in the newly
""sicnated areas beyond the current dead-
line of 1984.
Lammt an outdoors enthusiast, said, "1

or membere of my staff and cabinet will
personally examine (some) areas this
8WDIDer."
Uoyd Stahl of the Federal Timber Pur-

~ra Association In Denver says he
ham't studied Lamm's proposals in detail,
but in general, he feels pretty neutral. "It
_ a good politica1.letter," he says.

UTAH: END OF THE DROUGHT!

While Utah Gov. Scott Matheson (0)
supported only 71 percent as much acreage
as the Forest Service proposed for either
further study or wilderness, Wilderness
Society representative Dick Carter is
p\elISed. "This is the fllst time we've gotten
soy wilderness support from a high rank-
ing elected official in the state," he says.
.Carter thinks. many important roadIess
_ have been overlooked bYMatheson's
............... udation, but he says the tOne and
content of Matheson's wildemess position
JlIIlIllI' indi~te that the state has "moved a
Ioag way tOlyard ending its drought ofwil·
derness."
'1Ie made a sincere, positive attempt to

.tiDd caminon ground for the most con-
tlOiusiallssuefacing western states right
_," aecording to Carter. Matheson wils
the only governor to estahlish _s state
ClIIliDet-level committee flOC" 'hle to the
pahIic to study the wiIderIless 'l'\8stion.
.... beeon proposecI 60,000 JIIIJIe acres

IiJrwilclemaasorfurtberplanningthan the
........ ;toee18did.in.his letter, be SUPPcnted
cIe8lpating a High Uinta Wilderness
... Carter is ".pieesed ablIut that,
". \:bough the JIIlVemor's ""'."'''lJ,u1a-__ 260,000 ..... _than_

1871photo by WIIB_ Heary " ...... 8
HOLY CROSS ROADLESS AREA. Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm recom-
mended that proposed wildemess boundaries be adjusted to take into
consideration the need for water development structures. However, Lamm
says wDdem ..... is needed to protect big game hahitat.

vatioDists and 100,000 acres less than the .
Forest Sernce's. -
Carter says Matheson and the wilder-

ness committee were overly inIluenced bY
misconceptions of local gov!'rDll1ents, who
mistakenly think, (or example, that graz-
ing isn't allowed in wilderness areas and
that new wilderness areas will automati-
cally be protected as Class I air manage-
ment areas-
. Nevertheless; the governor reacted to
what Carter calls "strong constituency
support" for wilderness, as evidenced by
RARE npublic input and hy an industry
poll in the state.

IDAHO: LESS- THAN INDt/STRY.
WANTED

,

recommendation and despite development
threats.

WYOMING: SPECIAL STUDY

On April 16, President Carter will an-·
nounce Iiis RARE II recommendations,
taking into I'Onsideration the Forest Ser·
. vice positions and input from eleCted.offi·
cials ~. agenCies. " .
Final deeiaions wilt then be ilp to cinr .

gress, which is expected to act on a state-
by;sta~ or area-Iiy-area basis. .



Westernlo~ndup~~
Snowmobilers who killed two coyotes say it. was an accident

by JiU Bamburg sentences, which were suspended due to
!lmit'igating circumstances": their claim
that the incident was an accident. Embler
and Parks testified that they, Howard and
another snowmobiler were riding four ab-
reast on snowmobiles when three coyotes
ran out in front of them, and the "men were
unable to avoid running over two of them.
Thethird coyote may have also been hit,
according to rangers. -
. Grand Teton Ranger Bob Andrews, who
investigated the incident, says, "What we
found was not an accident." He explains
thatlthe snowmachine tracks he and other
rangers found showed that-three coyotes
had beenchased and circled.
. In the absence of an eyewitness or other

A recent snow machine incident in Grand
Teton National Park, which resulted in the
killing of two coyotes, has added to the Con-
troversy about snow machine use in the
Potholes area of the park. '
Three men were charged. in connection

with the March 12 incident: Frankie E.
Howard of Jackson, who was charged with.
illegal possession of park wildlife; and
Wayne Embler and Wayne Parks, both
from the Midwest, who were charged with
reckless and careless driving of their snow
machines. Both offenses carry a maximum
sentence of six months and a $500 fine.
All three pled guilty and received lesser

Shrunken Garrison too big for .Audubon
I

the project until all questions are decided.
At present, Madson says, nobody knows
whether construction work is for the old
project or for the revised project, both. of
which are "internationally and environ-
mentally unacceptable."
In early March, Andrus said he favored

deauthorization of the whole project, but
that if he couldn't accomplish that, Con-
gress could force approval of the larger pro-
jeet. The amaller acreage' is, therefore, a
compromise. He acknowledged that his
proposal was flawed: "You're still going to
be removing abOut the same amount (of
farm land) as you're trying to put water
on." The smaller plan would remove about
103,000 acres from farm production and
either put them under wa.ter or use them to
replace wetlands destroyed by the project.

The National Audubon Society again
has challenged the Garrison Diversion
Unit in North Dakota. The group's original
lawsuit sttacked the Bureau of
Reclamation's RHmfor canals, reservoirs,
and pumping stations to irrigate 250,000
acres. Secretary of Interior Cecil Andrus
favo~s shrinking the project to 96,000
acres.

According to-Audubon Regional Rep-
resentative Richard Madson, the revised
project must have new auth~ation by
Congress. He also contends, that the
secretary's decision "was made on a politi-
cal basis, and is therefore arbitrary, and in
violation of the secretary's duties under
federal law."

Audubon says ·that work should halt on

conclusive proof, however, Andrews says it
'was "virtually impossible" to tie the tracks
'the rangers found to the three individuals
charged. ,
The incident occurred a little more than

twoweeks before the April 2 cut-otf date for
public comment on a proposed new snow
machine policy for national parks. Under·
the proposed policy, snow machines would
continue to be permitted in the Potholes
area. This is one of only three exceptions to
the general Park Service policy of confin-
ing snowmobile Use to "properly desig-
nsted routes and water surfaces whfch are
used by motorized vehicles or motorboats
"during other-seasons,"
Grand Teton's Potholes area would be

CLIF MERRITT

I Wolveri ne killer won't be prosecuted
The March 15, 1979.shooting of a male state, although several unconfirmed sight-

wolverine has given the Utah Division of iugs have been reported each year to the
Wildlife Resources a renewed interest in . wildlife division. -
the animal, In a "Catch 22" situation the The. shooting was "unfortunate, but at
animalhas not been listed as endangered least now we know the animals do exist in
because none were thought to be left in the Utah," says Bob Hasenyager, division
)

P:hoto eourte.y
of David HaD,
DlvillioD of

'WUdB.le ae.cMarce.
BOB HASENYAGER
of the Utah Division
of Wildlife Resources
measures the wol..
verine that was re-
portedly shot in
Utah,

,, .

,
mammalogist. Haasnyager says a pam-
phlet will be circulated by wildlife officers
throughout the state to gstber more data
on the wolverine. -',

Since 1924 there has been no official
sighting of a wolverine in Utah. Although
state law provides that killing a wolverine
(classed as a '·furbeart.r which cannot be
taken") is punishable as a misdemeanor,
wildlife personnel involved were unaware -
. of such protection for the rare animal and
did not cite the hunter.

The Colorado Division of Wildlife sus-
pects the wolverine may have been killed
in Colorado but can't prove it. The exact
, locstion of the shooting is of intert!llt to
biologists since three or four females may
be in the area.

Both wildlife divisions would like to
have the carcass to study, but th~ hunter
wants the hide. The dispute wasn't settled
at press time. .' -

Utah wildlife officials would like to get
more l'Ogislative protection for wolverines
and other rare species, but the legislature
. doesn't meet for two years.

Seven endangered animals have bean
reported in Utah - the black-footed ferret.
Utah prairie dog, bold eagle, American
peregrine falcon, humpback chub, Col-
orado squawfish. and woundfin.
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excepted from this general rule for two
reasons, according to the park's assistant
superintendent, -Jaek' Neckels. The.f"Jrst is
that snowmobiling in t~e area is a "tradi-
tional, pre-ex,isting use." The second, "l'-
cording to Neckels, is that there has been
"no evidence of environmental damage or
conflict between users." .
Neckels ssys the March t2 incident.is

"not indicative of what all snowmobilers
do." ~
"What it did do was clearly, identify the

need to monitor or manage the snowmobil-
ing activity with the same vigor we've
managed other activities in the park," he
says.

Clif Merritt to head
wilderness gr0up
Clifton Merritt, regional director for Th.

Wilderness Society for the past 14 years,
has been named executive director (or th<.
American Wilderness Alliance, a Denver·
hased national non-profit conservation or-
ganization.
Merritt left his position with The WiI·

derness Society when the society closed its
'l'llional office-in Denver. He is a founder
and a member of the Montana Wilderness
Associatiop..
The alliance was established two years

ago to promote the conservation of
America's wild lands, waters and related
resources.
. Five statfmembers no\\( serve the group
at itS Denver headquarters, and field statf
\\(iIl be added later. Jerry Mallett, director
of developmsnt, says the group will be
working closely with The Wilderness Soci-

Iety and other citizens' !iroups. .'
. . The sIlianCl' WiD be.publisbing a monthly

information letter, On the Wild 8icle, and
a quarterly magazine, Wild America,
both of which will be sent to membenL For
information, contect the American Wil-
derness Alliance at 4260 E. Evans ~w.,
Suite 8, Denver, Colo. 80222 (303)'
758-6018.
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LOONEY LIMERICKS

For favors from Texas we curried
Our stream will be black and coal slurried.
. The Crows may resort .
To warfare in court

And Montana seems equally, worried.

WOMEN AND TECHNOLOGY
A conference "Women and Technology:

Deciding What's Appropriate" will be held
April 27-29 at the University of Montana
In Missoula. .Workshops and
speakers are scheduled. Regist-
ration fee is $6. Contact the WOmen's Re-
source Center, University of Montana,
Missoula, Mont. 69801 for more infarma-
tion.

UPPER MISSOURI RIVER PLAN
The final management plan for the Wild

and Scenic Upper Missouri River in Mon-
tans is now available to the public. Copies'
of the plan are available through the
Bureau of Land Management, Lewistown
'oistrict Office; Airport Road, Drawer 1160,
Lewistown, Mont. 69457.

. .

On. TRANSPORT HEARINGS COOP~RATIVE BANK
'l1heU.S. Dep_entofEnergyWilI hold The National Consumer Cooperative

the second of two hearings in Montanson a Bank recently created by Congress will
preliminary draft report covering altema- provide low-interest loans to people who
tive proposals for the transport of crude oil want to start 0.strengthen cooperatives. In
to the Northern Tier and Inland States. . December the Northern Rockies Action
The hearing will be at 9:30 ~!!1.Wednes- Group in Helena, Mont., sponsored meet-
d8y, April 11\, in the West Conference ings about the bank. For a summary of the
Boom of the Federal Building, Pine and meetings, send'your name and address,to
Pattee Streets, Missoula. persons wishing Northern.Rockies Action Group, 9 Placer
to testify at the hearing may register until, St., Helena, Mont. 59601.
the preceding day at the DOE Regional
Office, 1775 S. Yukon St., P.O. Box 26247,
Belmar Branch, Lakewood, Colo. 80226.
Written commenta may be submitted

until April 20 to PUblic Hearing Msnage-'
moot, Box WY, DOE, Room 2313, 2000 M'
St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20461.
A limited supply of the draft report is

available from -the DOE, Region VIII office
in Lakewood.

. ENERGY FAIR
On April 21-22, Fargo, North Dakota

.will host The Prairie Energy Fair. Work-
shops, discussions, films and exhibits will
be included. Reservations (or booth sp'!ce
and-orworkshop participation can bemade
by writing Jan Valdez, Southeastern
North Dakota Community Ac~ion Agency,
670 4th Ave. N., Fargo, N.D. 58102.

ENERGY FAIR
The third annual Laramie Energy Fair

is scheduled to take place on -Saturday,
April 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the
National Guard Armory, 2901 Armory
Road, Laramie, Wyo. Exhibit space can be
reserved through the Chamber Office, 312
Granil, Laramie, Wyo. 82027.

SIERRA CLUB JOBS
The Sierra Club's Washington D.C. of-

rICe is now accepting applications for' two
lobbyist positions.The person would rei>'
resent the Sierra Club before Congress and
the administration. Salaries will range
from $16,000-$18,000 per year, with be-
nefita. For more information write Brock
Evans, Director, Sierra Club Washington
Office, 330 Pennsylvania Ave., SE,
Washington, D.C. 200003.

SOLAR ENEMY CONTEST
The Fort Collins Transfort Bus system

and the Colorado Office of Energy Conser-
vation are sponsoring a,contest for the de-
sign of passive solar heated bus shelters.
The deadline for the contest, which is open
only to Colorado residents, is April 30,
1979. Infurmation packets are 'available
through Fort Collins Transfort, 1716 W.
Mountain Ave., Ft. Collins, Colo. 80621.

ENVIRONMENTAl, WORKSHOP
An in-depth workshop entitled "Natura!

Resources and Environmental Education"
will be held July 9-27 at the University of
New Mexico-Albuquerque. The cost for
participants will be $72, with college credit
available. Reservations must be made in
advance. Contact Sally Wisely, Bureau of
Land Managenient, P.O. Box 1449, Santa
Fe, N.M. 87601.

Save Water, Energy .
low volume .'!Ow."'.ad

easy to install
only $6.15 postpaid
two for $13.00

Energy AltemaUvea
Rt 2; 944 Shoshone Dr.
Powell. YlY<>-62435

WILDERNESS PROPOSALS
MEETINGS

Public meetings to review Bureau of
Land Management proposals for wilder-

.. ness in Utah have been scheduled during
April and May in cities across the state.
The meetings are to be held in the follow-
ing cities: Green River, April 10;' Castle
Dale, April 11; East Carbon, April' 11;
. Monticello, 'April11; Musb, April 11; Loa, BIG HORN CANYON PLAN
April 11; Richfield, April 12; Price, April The National Park Service has com-
12; Blanding, April 12; Fillmore, April 17; pleted and made available for public re-
Tooele, April 17; Nephi, April 18; Brigham . view a draft plan for the management of "
City, April 18; Vernal, April 1~; Cedar the natural resources of Bighorn Canyon
City, May 1; Kanab, May 2; St. George, National Recreation Area in Wyoming and
May 3; Escalante, May 3. F'!r details, 'con- Montans.
tact local BLM offices. Copies' of the 42-page document sre avo'
Written comments will be accepted until ail",* upon request from the park head-

July i.They may be sent to Paul L. How- quarters at P.O. Box 468, Fort Smith,
aid, state director, Attention Wilderness, Mont.59035 and from the Rocky Mountain
Bureau of Land. Management, University Regional Office, 655 Parfet Street, Denver,
Club Building, 136 E. South Temple, Salt Colo. 80225.
Lake City, Utab8411l. 'r Written comments will be accepted until

April 30 and should be submitted to the
SOLAR EDUCATION DIRECTORY, superintendent at park headquarters.'
The Solar Energy Research Institute

(SERll has recently published a National RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Solar Energy Edpca1ion,Directory. The SYMPOSIUM
300-psge directory contains a li8ting of Utah State University wUl hold a sym,
soJar-relaj;ed courses; programs, and cur- Posium entitled "Dispersed Recreation and
ricula offered at nationwide institutioJlS. Natural Resource Management: A Focus
The price is $4.76. A copy of the direduq onlssues, Opportunities, and Priorities" on
can be purchased by writing The Superin-' April 26-27, 1979. A reservation form
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government may be obtained through ConferenCe and
Printing Ofl'ioo, Washington, D.C. 20402. Institute Division, Utah State University,
The stock number is 061·000-00210·3. 'UMC 01\Logan, Utah 84322. .

\

PRIME HIKING TRIPS
IN THE ROCKIES s SOUTHWEST

\\'ilderneS5 ReCOIlI111iuBllce.
WClrkshops
•

AccH'·dited Orienteering Courses
•

Wildtornt>ss Pnolography
with Dave Sumner

•
Yellt'w,ton. Blckcountr)', .

Basic Backpacking
•

Custom Trips

BOX ec. BUENA VIST.... COL;ORADO
ZIP, Sl211 . 'PHONE, (303)395·S001'. .

RESOURCE PLANNING REPORT
Assistant Secretary of' Agriculture M.

Rupert Cutler says a draft report on the
nation's renewable. resources points out
that shortages and higher prices ofrenew-
able resources are not inevitable. The re-
port analyzes the present and future de-
'mands for timber, water, range forage, fish
and wildlife, outdoor recreation and wil-
derness. Copies of the report can be ob-
tained from all Forest Service offices.
Corilments will be accepted through June 8
and should be. sent to the nearest Forest
Service office.

service
directory'

.,===~======:=====

~

tAllll"1
1I1~'CI.II.
2:l3EA5'12nd ..:.,.... 1'HON1754-,"1

POWlU.,WYOMING I2US

FOR HIUH QUAllTY
lDW- IMPACT LIVING:
Clivus Multrum COOlllOstlngtoilefs
5unlite«> fiberglass cgl~2inl6 '
SaveI'·Shower~
Woo:!·bumin;! water heaters
Ore, lube synthetic lubricants
, '~TETONTlNl¢RSAND'
-r-r TRADERS' Box !Ii
/ I 7f1" v"tor, J:daho 6"'55 '

BlGB..IIIID
SKTLZGII'l'8
pay for themselves.
Warm your home in winter.

PJ8sticrafts· 2PIXi N. Speer BIlK!
Denver, CD.,emu' 303-433' 8801

Trailhead Ventures
PRIME WESTERN BACKPACKING
FREE TRIP SCHEDU'lE:
P.O. BOX CC
BUENA VISTA
COLORADO 81211
(3031 !95-8001 .s

A structure stancJing the lest of ages .•
,J,n;<1lte;native tor rnetidverlturesome in spirit.

Aportlolio on OWtipi, is available lor $1
FOOFARAW 855 No"h Cedo'

iorumlc, wy 82070
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'
11.... 1.9"_ • days after the hearing to make a decision, then it will take the Department approximalely another'3e~!Ie e a elS 60 days to go through review end public ecetee procedures, therefore, it is unlikely that a finsl

permit can become efFective before August 31, 1979.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBUC NOTICE IS TO STATE THE STATE OF WYOMING'S
INTENTlON'TO ISSUE WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMITS.UNDER THE FEDERAL' MAILING ADDRESS:
WATER POLLUTION,CONTROL ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1972 (FWPCAA,), P.L. 92:;500 AND· -
THE WYOMING ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (35-11-101 et, seq., WYOMING STA-
TUTES 1957, CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 1973). .' . PEJ!MIT NlMBER:
IT IS THE STATE OF WYOMING'S INTENTION TO ISSUE WASTEWATER DISCHARGE .

PERMITS TO (1) ONE INDUSTRIAL FACILITY; AND TO MODIFY (I) ONE COMMERCIAL The Paradise Valley,Utility Company which w..-privalel1owned and operated, recently sold its
. AND (1) ONE WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT DISCHARGE PERMIT WITHIN THE STATE OF waslewater treatment pl8nt to a public entity known as the Paradise Valley Water and Sewer
WYOMING. . District. Paradise Valley is a large housing development located eouthweet 'If the City of Casper.

The sewqe treatment facility IIOI"riDg the District consiale of three package treatment plants
followed by a aingle polishing pond' and a chlorination unit. The diacbarge is to the North Platte
River (Claes II Stream) and is immediately above the water supply intekee for Brooks Water end
Sewer District ibid the City of Casper. . . . . .
The District is now requeoting that their discharge permit be modified to allow increased levela of

Ultal8U8Pended,eolicle <T8S) to be diecbarged. The Dielrict contenclethat normal operation oftha
polishing pond will result in algae blopms which will result in TSS levele in el<C088 of diacbarge
permit limitations. .
The Department propOses to grant the request for the folloWiIlllreasons: -,

While the proposed. permit requires self·monitoring for ammonia, it does not contain any specific
limitatio¥ for that paf'&Dleter.'One reason fo~ this is that in the-near,-future a Step I~lanfor the
entire Casper area will be prepared. It is assumed that the J?lanwill recommend consobdation and
elimination of many of the sewage treatment plants in the Casper area. Until it is known what
plants will ultimately exist, what their capacities will be, and where they will located, it will bevery
difficult to'Conduct a waste-load. analysis on the North Platte River in the Casper area. The propOsed
expiration dale ofDeceIilber 31, 1~81, is intetided to correspond to the date when the answers Ul
those various4ueetionewill be known. The other reason is that during the summer and fall of 1978,
DEQ conducted a complele moniUlring progr8m on the North Pl8lle River through the C __
The reeulle of thet program indicate that the River meele all in-atream wetee quality etandarcIe
"(including.ammonia> down to the City'a sewage lzeatment plant, end that even below that point the

The United States Forest Service operates a waste"?iater trea.tment plant at Burgess Junction, violations w~ marginal. Therefore, it does not appear that a limitQtion on ammonia for' the
Wyoming. The facility consists of two non-aerated. 1agoo~ with a chlorination un~t and treats Paradise Valley plant is critical at this time. ...
w~teswhich originate at various campgrounds in the Big Horn Natiobal Forest. The discharge is to Self-monitoring of eft1uent quality and quantity will continue to be required on a regular basil
the Nortb Fork of the Tongue River (Cless I Stream) via an wriuuned drainage., witb reporting of reeulle monthly.
The trealmentfacility·includeetwo points ofdiscbarge. Diecbargepointool is the outfall from the

fine1lagoon. discharge point 002 is the outfall from the draineyelem which Ii.. under the facility. STATE-EPA TENTATIVE DETERMINATIONS
The proposed pennit requireS compliance with national secondary treatment standards from bQth

discharge points effective immediately. Since any diacb.arge would have to flow a considerable
distance through a diffuse and undefined drainage before reaching the North Fork of the To_
River, effiuent limitations more stringent than the national secondaiy standards are not considered
to benece888ry.
The proposed permit requireB~lfwmonitoring of effiuent qualitY on a regular basis with reporting

of reaulle quarterly for diacharge point 001 and yearly for diacharge point 002. The permit is PUBUC COMMENT!!
scheduled Ulexpire June 30, 1984.

PUR?OSE OF PUBUC NOTICE

APPUCANT INFORMATION

(I) APPLICANT NAME: PIONEEjt NUCLEAR, INC.

MAIUNG ADDRESS:· P.O. BOX 151
AMARILLO, TEXAS 79189

FACIUTY LOCATION:' HARDY PROJECT
m:l4, SWIO, SECTION 22
T38N, R73W, CONVERSE
COuNTY, WYOMING

APPUCATION NUMBER: Wy·0028207

Pioneer Nuclear, I,!le. plans to open an open pit uranium mine in Northern Converse County
which will be known 88 the Hardy Project. Groundwater and surface runoff which enters the mine -
pits will be pumped to the surface and routed through a Barium Cbloride feed ""stem (for removal of
Radium) and a settling pond prior to discharge to the Dry Fork of the Cheyenne River (CI... IV
Stream) via an unnamed.drainage.' , .
The proposed permit requires the discharge to meet federal effluent-standards which are consi-

dered to be beSt practicable treatment for the uranium mining industry. The permit also requires
control of runoff from disturbed areas and self-monitoring of eftluentquality on a regular basis with
reporting of results quarterly. _
Because of present uncertainties regarding the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's future

effluent limitations on toxic materials a short term pennit with an expiration date of December 31,
1980, is proposed.

(2) PERMIT NAME:
,

UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE
"BURGj;:SS JUNC'!'I0N"

MAIUNG ADDRESS: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
11177 WEST 8th AVENUE
LAKEWOOD, COLORADO ~225

PERMIT NUM1lER: Wy-0020931

(3) PERMIT NAME: JACKSON HOLE SKi CORPORATION
"TETON VILLAGE"

TETON VILLAGE. WYjJMING 83025

Wy·0020087

MAILING ADDRESS:

PERMIT NUMBER: '

•

During 1978; numerous difficulties occurred in colijunction with wastewater disposal at Teton
Village, Wyoming. -These difficulties hav,e included the follOWing: (1) Failure of the Corporation to
meet discharge permit limitatioDs,duririgmostofl978;12) A lengthy legal action by the Department
.. against t~ Corporation due to the Pennitviolatio~; (3) A courtprder which requires the Corpora-
tion to cease discharging acrose Snake River Ranch lands by June of 1979; (4) Designation ofFish
Creek as a Clus I Water and subsequent confusion about the exact location of Fish Creek and the
name of the receiving water; (5) Expiration of the CorpOration's discharge permit on September 30;
1978! and subsequent failure by the Department and the Corporation to 8gree on : new "permit
limitations; (6) Action by Teton County to restrict new hookups to the Corporation's sewage
collection system. - \
At this time items 1- and 2 have almost been resolved. TIu~Department and the Corporation have

.agreed to a consent decree which finalized the legal action and teeent self-monitoring reports "
indicate that the Corporation is now in compliance with permit limitations. It is the Department's
understanding that the County has lifted the ban on additional taps.to the sYstem, thus, resolving
~a ."
Items 3,4 and 5 remain to be resolved. BecauBe of'the court order, the Corporation plans to move

thejr pOint ,ofdischarge from t~e existing location, which, results in-a flow acroes the Snake Riv~r
-Ranch lands, to a new loCation which the Corporation believes will satisfy the requirements of the
court order. The Corporation ha'- requeSted that the Department amend its discharge permit to
include this new point of diacharge: Because the change in diTicharge·point will'have no practical
water quality impacts, the Department P1OJlO8OS issUance of a permit Ul the Corporation which
woUld allow a discharge at either the existing point (001) which is located ne8r the southeast corner
oflot6. Section 24, T42N, R117W, or the new point (002) which is locatell in the NW.\!oof the SE04 of
Section 24, T42N, R1l7W. . , _
The Department proposes that this permit include exactly- the saine efl1uent limitati~D8 and

requirements as the exieling permit bot that the expiration date be eXlendedonly to A~ 31,
1979. The reason for this short Permit duration is that it is very likely that the perm~twill have to be
again modified once the classification of the receivi'Qg streams is ftnalized. '
The Wyoming Environmental Quality ~uncil is ~hedu1ed to-hear that question at a public

(4) ~ERMIT NAME: PARADISE VALLEY WATER
. AND SEWER DISTRICT

109 MARIGOlD AVE .
.CASPER, WYOMING 82601

Wy-0020141 I

1. The situation will be tempOrary. The District and the City ofCasper have an agreement whereby
all sewage from Paradise Valley wili be collected in a new intercepter line and trealed by the City of
Casper. Current projections ca.!I for completion oflhis line in approximately three years.

2. Total suspended "solids as algae are not a significant environmental problem. The level ofTSS
allowed to be discharged in the proposed permit is the same as that which the Department allows to
be discharged from ,any stabilization pond system of less than 2.0 MOO design. The tIlUim'Um.
discharge from this facility will be I...thaj1 1.0 MGD.

3. Except for _total suspended solids, the effluent limitations in ~eproposed pennit remain W;1-
changed from the existing pennit and require compliance with national secpndary treatment
standards effective iinmediately. In addition, effluent limitations design~ to insure compliance
with Wyoming"s in·stream water quality standards for fecal coliform bacteria and total residual
chlorine remain. The limitation on fecal colifovn bacteria at the Brooks Water and Sewer District
end Casper waler supply intakes will not exceed 200 per 100mls at any time. To meelthe8e etrict
limitations, the facility will hav~to be properly operated.

Tentative determinations have been made by the Stele of Wyoming in cooperation with the EPA
stafTrelative to effluent limitations and conditions to.be i.mposed on the_penmts. Th:eae limitatioD8
and conditions will 888Ure that Stete water quali.ty 8lanclerde end applicable provisions of the
FWPCAA will be protected. ' .. . -

Public comments are invited any time prior to May 7, 1979. Comments m8y be directed to the
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quali1;y. Wat:er Quality Division, Permite Section.
Hathaway Building, Cheyenne, Wyoming·82002. or the U.S. Environmental Prolectinn Agency,
Region VIII, EnforcementDivision, Pennits Administration and Compliance Branch. 1860 LiD&::oln
Street, Denver, Colorado 80295. All comments received prior to May 7, 1979. will be CODeidered in
the formulation of filial detenninaiions to be im~d on the permits.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

; Additionsl information may be obtained upon request by esIliDg the Stale of WyOming. (a07)
777-7781, or EPA, (303) 327-3874, or by'writiug to the aforementioned nddreaeee.
The complete applications, draft pennits. and related docUtnfmtaare avai1able for review and

reproduction at the arorementioned addrellBe8., -
Pu.blic Notice No: Wy-7~

.el.ssilleds WANTED: skiIIedjourna1iat with a good.bearl
and low material needs Iework at High Country
News. Full-lime position on ....ws etelfinvolving
writing, editing and some tmvel. Experianos
1I8Ce8Il8Iy. HCN is run bylle~, wboeecb
make $500' por month plus beaItb ineurance.
Must beWmingto moveto I.en!Ier. Send writing
aampl .. and resume Ul HCN, Boa K, Landor,
Wyo. 82620. Position open IIOOD. Deadlina for
applications: ~ 30. • .

WANTED: Executi.e-director for the Wyoming
Outdoor Council, a growing, statewide en·'
vironmental ~group. ,ReSponsibilities include:
sdmibietering ataff o(three; fundr8iaing and re-
cruiting members; coordinating legislative
.lobby; developing programa. The director is ac-
countable to th" board ofT!ize!:tonand aervee nn
a year to year C!l'!tract. Experience required in .
Weetern con8ervationia8Ue8, politii:al organiz- ~--_-:"'------,..-----
ing, administration and public relations. SeIary SAVER SHOWER JNI18 for iteelfin 1888than '""
$800-$1,000 per month plus benefits. Send re- monthal
'oume, four references, writing sample and de- Saver ahower dOl""e with throttle valve tI2.95
ICription of relevant ~rience to: Pam Minier, Saver &bower staDdard 9.9ti
Box 1184, Cheyenne, .Wyo. 82001. (307) Saver iiDk aerelAlr 1.95
635-3416. Deadline mid-May. Starting date Poetsge and'bind1ilJll .76
negotiable. Teton Tink ... end Traders, Boe 91, Victor;ld.

•
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GHOST TRAILS
OF,WYOMING

by Mae Urbanek, Jolmson Publishing,
Boulder, Colo., 1978.-'95, paperback.
Black and white photos.

Review by Myra Connell

RIGHT AROUND HOME
by Myra Connell

.CounJ;ry kids ramble all oyer their envi-
ronment, expl~every nook. So it was
with my brothers and sisters and me on the
ranch.
One of our favorite plaoes was a deep

gu1ch walled by .low c1ift8 where we held
picnics. On the clilfwasa crude outline of a
human-like figuni incised into the rock. In
other gukhea nearby were other drawings.
GroWnupe dismisMi the rock picture!l as
"bulian writings." fm sure they were un-,
aware of the significance of the archeologi-
cal treasures staring us in the face. No one
Willi at Iiand to teach us their importance.
Fiftyyearst1aahed by, crammed with Ii.!"-
in« aDd makjng a living and I remained
ignorant of anthropo1ogical artifacts right
around home.
!l;yfiiencl in the ~boiB area asked me.to

ride with her to the mountain sheep l'IIDlJe
alqng Torrey Creek. Shipointed out a rock
CB11dDg of a f'IDtutic 1oog·horned Anima'
oll'liouslyofprehiBtoricorigiJi. So began for
me a fallcinating trail of discovery. The
"Indian writUaptJ djsmi8sed. with indifFer--
"encewhen IWBBachilii becaine an interest-
ing~. I was amazed to learn that prv- ..- "'..,..
historie JM!OPIeleft evidence cif their pres- A TORREY CREEK petroglyph
ence OIl rocks and clitTa~hout the specimen traced on c1e .... plastic. '
world. PeUoglYPhs. CBrVed inscriptions, "
are nUJlllllQuBin 0lJl' oWn area and in '!'UJ'R _, befGnf they become oblitersted by
of the Western lItateB. In other areaS the ',tiine, weather and human CUBBedness.
pictUres are painted on the rocb. ana, are, Photography, tracing, copying and casting
tarmed "pictographs." , have been undertaken by people trBine<:I in
The long-honiel! animal specimen at these skills: .' f

Torrey Creek !'BD be, seen liomthe 'rDa!l, Otben seek to educate by writings such
abOUt 76 feet (!IS stepped off by a short- !ISthe article "Indian Rock Art; A Natio.nal
ll!liged Woman> up a gantle slope. '. Treasiuy in'JeQpa,n!y," Reader's Digest, ,
I wondered wliy the artist made the, Oct. 1978. So far Ihave never returned to

bOlDnolong. Aretheymeantto bebigborn the gulch where we'kids used to play to see
abeep"with their curled horns straightened bow the iocIi. portrait hasJaied. But as soon
out? ': . " as 8IIOW and mud are gone this .wpring, I
I returned to ~ area with a univerai;-, have pians. ,

'Dlar Friends, =~;======
molds the way a country treats its wild
lands, its wildlife and-its other re-
sources, and that is always changing.

On May 22, Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau is facing possibly his toughest
election' yet? and it's the Tories who are
threatening him - not the more liberal
parties. He is pledging to make the
1980s a "decade of development."
Change may be coming to Canada.

-l\fjA

SPRING' ~
PLANTING 'Ii
This spring plant something that

will really grow. Place High Coun-
try News in" the hands of a friend
and watch It growing awareness'
take root.

Enclosed Is $12 for 25 issues. Send
HeN to my friend:

"

name --'---~--'---_
i1ddres~":':;" ---'------'---"""\---. >.
city.

state &!ip --'--.-----
Or unci them a seed copy - ask for a umple.
High Coun~ry!'WNa.~)( K. Lander. WY. ~.

•
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Tex8r;tslurry
wading iDto water war. 1

Winter's toll
what's man's role? 1
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waiting for spring. 8

N.M. Legislature
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Man v, coy~tes
,

Snowmobiles in the PotholeB. 13
, .
, ,

.. •
••• •


