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2-High Country News - Nov. 3, 1978 Guest editorial .
Utahns complacent about RARE II forest landsIII.

IL tt I Considering only one out of every 166

B ara Utahns let the U.S. Forest Service know.:~u:r:~~:~~~:..a:~f:~
-eial wildern ... areas, it is easy to conclude
they don't care, one way or the other, about
the issue. '
The Forest Service is now proceasing and

Dear Fo1kll: evaluating the responses it has received
Ithink it should be noted that there is at from IICl'OB8 the country. This evaluation

least another aide to the story of Sen. John wi1l be used, ~ part, to determine which
Melcher's amendment curbing trades of areas the agency will recommend Congress
Forest Service land for Burlington North- include in the national Wilderness Preser-
ern land (see HCN 10-20-78, p. 7). ' vation System.
AI; permittees of the Custer National The Utah response to the months-long

Forest we received copies of the Forest effort to generate public input concerning
Service's proposal. Among the trades sug- wilderness is disappointing. The sheer
gested were BN lands inwestern Montana apathy indicates news accounts cresting
for coal lands on Forest Service property in the impression that opposition toward wil-
eastern Montana.' demess was widespread in Utahwere only

indicating the hostility Of a tiny, but highly
This seems to US highly inequitable in a vociferous, minority.'

number of ways. First of all with lots of The Forest Service received only 4,206
hard work we were able to get a provision responses from Utah and those contained a
prohibitingmmingontheCustetNational acant 7,637 signatures, The latest reason-.
Forest here in eastern Montana. We tried ably reliable estimate we have places
to get all .nafional forests protected but Utah's population at 1,268,000 in 1977. '
were unable to do so. We feel that the in- That would suggest that only about 0.6
tent of that act would be violated if the percent of all Utahns were concerned
Forest Service were to trade such land with enough to make the effurt to express their
the BN. opinion, pro or con, about the possibility of

making wildem .... out of any or all 130,

LAND TRADE INEQUITABLE

Another problem is the way the grazing
is set up here makes a very large cornmun-
ityofranches dependent upon the forest for
our livelihooda. Our permits are based
upon commensurability and our places
have to sdjoin the forest. A trade of Forest
Service land here for BN land in another
part ot1l\:e state would mean making sev-
eral places uneconomical. It should be
noted that the grBBB on this district of the

I forest is in good ahape byand'large.
Besides all of the above, 177,000 acres is

a great deal of land to allow to be traded
without some sort of congressional over-
sight. The railroads have not exactly de-
monstrated that they are completely
trustworthy in the past and why should we
now, simply because it might facilitate one
wilderness area, assume they are suddenly
embued with the best interests of all of the-
people? .

lrv and Carolyn Alderson
Ilo):les .Brotl:iers Ranch
Birney, Mont.

HOLOCAUST FOR RACES

~HCN,
Bruce Hamttton'e-article on endangered

species is appreciated and timely. All forms
of life (species) are essentially "r;tces" of
life. While Congress !"ould certainly de-
plore the conscious decision to wipe out a ,
race of our species, they narrow-mindedly
plot a holocaust for other races of life.
Have the people of this country become

so isolated from-their living brotherhood
(biosphere) tl:iat they will sit quietly and
watch? Is Congress that confident in its
Third Reich of science and technology to
systematically destroy all races but their
own?
I hope not, and your excellent new~ work

'maintains that hope. Thanks. '

Mark R. Stromberg
ZOOlogyDepartment .
UniverSity of W'tseOlIlllJI.Mlldison:~ .

,Reprinted frOm The Salt Lake Tribune roadie .. areas containing more than three
million acres of national forest land in the
state. '
The national forests of Utah cover

8,000,169 acres, or about 15:2 percent of
the state's land area. The laek of intereSt
strongly suggeste that all the highly-
puhlicized complaints about the large fed-
eral ownership of land in Utah is not rep-

resentative of the feelings of most resi-
dents. Rather, it is reasonable to conclude,
that the bulk of Utahns are content, or at
least not di.. atisfied, with present land
ownership patterns in this state.

.Guest editorials do not necessarily
represent the opijrlons of the staff of
HCN.

No one at ~gh Country News can
sit back and call himself a
specialist, although most have
specialized skills. Take Hannah Hin-
chman, for example. She's an artist, but
ahe also oversees every aspect of pro-
duction, from proofreading the galleys
and designing the ads to running the
presses. To the delight of her co-
workers, she plants surprises in the
course of doing routine chores. The
label on the last paper's layout sketch,
"Hikin' Tree News" was clearly her
prank. On more serious matters, her
keen eye for graphics and her know-
_ledge of 'the natural world shape the
paper in more ways than her simple
title, "staff artist," would indicate.
This issue we're introducing a new

feature inspired by Hannah's talents,
as well 88 by a Maine Times column
called "Weather Report" and an article
written and sent to us by HCN reader
Ed Fo... We're calling the new venture
· 'Afield." '
"Afield " is to be a cross 'between a

naturalist's journal entry and 'a
glorified'Weather report. which will re-
flect th~ time of year, the local sur-
roundings and, occasionally, the dispos-
ition of the writer.
With help from items readers send

from allover the Rockies and Great
- Plains, the column will ehronicle our
way of life and remind US how natural
things shape and enrich existence here.
In"Afield" you'll read about things like
bird migrations, aphids, calving, frozen
pipes, moonlit everi~~gSt blizzards,
dandelion. greens, blistering drought
and rattlesnakes. We hope "Afield" will
sharpen the senSes. We also hope you'll
.want to contribute by sending observa-
tions about your comer of the region to
Hannah.

,
'~.

We trust the paper doesn't contaii>
tOO many clues about how press week
went this time. For a while we were I

resigned to having two different type
, styles and sizes on the front"page. Not
for the sake of bold, graphic experimen-
tation - we would have gladly settled
for dignified consistency. Our problem
was that the ,computer we use in the
typesetting process at the Wyoming
State Journal turned all our thoughts
to gibberish that looked like this:

51jstjlJ;qtl j BlIInW n s t o l a
Aj re!Jtl j bj IE i Itl ar t"jbIII lj 0111
Ee nlj rTjmjWv 8 elIII/Il j bj adrf al
!BjdldE Tetebl,h iltlSJjll
sj e-eefElrf ThDl Ej 0 fiE iE e"
dll tao ie-jE IklIjbalajAvtjd la
d ! cttll 5 ItlC e i t Y IIIIilOOIl<

Jazmyn and Hannah tried trucking
oUr stories 25 miles to the'Riverton

• 'Publi8hed bi•• lr.ly It 331 MaiD, Lander,
WJ'O. 82620. Telephone 30'1-832·4877. Secor
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Ranger. After a lively evening there,
they discovered that the Ranger
computer turned our stories into one
long, run-on paragrapb.
Just before we gave up, the Journal

revived its computer. AI; this copygoes
to the typesetter, it looks like we may,
very awkwardly, go to press on time.
The opinion page, ble .. it, is the only
serious casualty. It will be back next
time.

On molesting turkeys, : .
Wewould like to remindyou25timesa

year that our environment is' being
threalened by a bunch 01molestingtur-
keys.Help us to remind you; subscribe
to High Country News, the environmen-
tal watchdog of the Rockies.
Enclosed is -$12 for one year of 25

issues.Send HeN to: '

name------------

address"'-,,.....,.--,...------

City-------'----

state -----'--'----"----

zip -------'--~---.:.

Send ·to: HeN, Box K. Lander, Wyo. 82520 .
Still nol COnvi~ced? Ask for a sample copy..



Mountain Press -
.Publishing Company

P,IONEER
CONSERVATIONISffi
OFwESfERN'
AMERICA

Peter Wild's absorbing essays on 15
pioneering conservationists of the
West. Originally printed here in High
Country News. now gathered into a
book published by Mountain-Press.
illustrated
$12.95 hardbound

R/IIrWI'lli' David D. Alt and
"iJlll!lll't'Oonald W. Hyndman /-
;·,i;';';:::· ::· :· :i;:': Roadside
'.~.\,.~ •.J•.e-

~ Geology
~ of the
Northern Rockies

THE SHIRLEY LETTERS
Louise Clappe
A classic in gC'ldrush literature. LoUiseClappe's
letters from 1851-52 faithfully record life in the
camps like an unfolding' newsreel ohlvents. A.
delightful and unique glimpse of the humanside
. of the mining frontier. .

.lit. . -224 pages
"7 illustrated

$3.95 paperback

Peregrine Smith Inc .
TERTIARY HISTORY OF THE .
GRAND CARON DISTRICT
Clarence E. Dutton
A 'truly magnificent book-made
available to the public for the first
time in 95 years:- .

From the introduction by Wallace
Stegner: "The Grand Canyon was
beyond the reach of superlativeS. it
oompelled effusion ...the result is a
scientific monograph of great
.geological importance which con-
tains whole chapters as ebullient as
the V\(ritlngQfJohn Muir .• ."
This book is iIIustratlll:l with color
plates by the artist John Henry
Holmes that stand without equal
among the artistic representations 6f
the canyon.
Text 360pages.42 illustrations, some
·color. 8'12·by11'12·in.Atlas, 23 double
spread color plates, loose for mount-
ing, 16x 201n.ln two volUmes, cloth-
bound. sewn, slipcased. Printing II-
niited to 1,500copies. $145 per set.

f-----------'-----~---.-- Laney Hicks

HeN...
Pen & InkS of Rocky
.Mountain Juniper and
Wild Rose. by HCN's very .
own Hannah Hinchman.
Now yOll can send her
drawings to your friends
-without cutting up your
paper" on this
notepaper. {6 cards. 8 of
each design. $3.00 (pius
$.50 postage) size 5'1. x
4'1,·;n.

\

White-breasted
nuthatch'

. Order now, for Your88lf&friends.
prints oi this •

White-Breasted Nuthatch
by Wyoming artist·

Laney Hicks. A t..-ure.

A sp.xi",l c:oll<:<::Ji",f'. {books ~artwork.. 'Tor your (Featured In HeN,:.
plc.a,5ure... ;XII f'ro0ts frol'Y'..-t\,ese.i'I::<'m5 w'r1l.be Oct.2O,1978) $10 each
shar",d behvee'" ,;tN ",,,d -the publishers, "",h.:>"" ...e size 11,. 20 in.
tf--..."k... for -their .;l'e""rosi-ty. I. " ...loq .. paper

L---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-",--'Joe Back----t
Singing Sparrow Gallery BENGAL TIGER. TIlE SUCK..ER}TRETll
High Country News is pleased to offer two superb prints by artist Paul M. B.reeden. l"fi;" ." . . -,,r .~ t

Geology ot the mountain regions
from the Canadian border to south"
ern Idaho. with chapters on the unl-
que characteristics of Glacier and
Yellowstone. Just right for the curio
ous person too busy to spend weeks
in the library.
280 pages
illustrated
$6.95 paperback
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, or, non-wilderness. The remainder would relative to the anti, wilderness sentiment,
receive further study, In Wyoming. Montana and Utah, where
However, in the Overthrust Belt in pro.wilderness organizers chose to rely on

western Wyoming, which is believed by the the strength of a personal' message and the
oil and gas industry to have substantial anti-wilderness forces launched a deper-
potential for petroleum production and is sonalized campaign. the number of anti-
hJghly prized by environmentalists for its wilderness responses significantly out-
wilderness values, the Department of .numbered the pro-wilderness ones,
Energy has suggested the creation of'a spe- . One thing that could substantially alter
cial category. Cutler calls it a "sort of wil- th total ' tate' It' te
demess escrow. Wilderness areas in the e.. s m some s s 18 ~ as '-mm~
Ov rth ' t Belt Id be tre ted t, - , decision by the Forest Service regarding ,
e rus wou a as a suo- Alt t' W' '0 " II h
te Th Id be

'tected erna rve • rigma y, t e agency
ca gory, ese areas wou pro I d h h I
fro th typ fd I b t Id

ru e t at t ose etters would not be
m 0 er es 0 eve opment, u wou ted i1d tes f th '

be ed
~ lland . coun as pro-w emess vo lor e In-

open tor 011an gas exploration. Then di id I adl d d b
Ia the exnlorati VI ua ro ess areas recommen e yter. after e exploration was complete. Alt iati W At th It' t '
wilde ld be ld d;" N fi I erna rve " e as mmu e - mmess wou COnsl ere. 0 Ina ' -
dticision has been made about whether to fact, after the computer tapes had already
, te ch teg h been run -,the agency reversed Itself and

crea su a ca ory, owever. id th t Alt 'W h ld be ed
Th fi t te fth

' I ti d sal a emative s ou count
e Irs s poe eva ua onproce ure lld '

h bee th
'I ti f" bli as pro-WI erness recommendation for

as n e compi a Ion 0 pu IC com- h th I I' ted ' t te
Th F

ice h d eac area eproposa 18 masa.
menta, e orest Service as co ed each C 'tl USFS' did t ', ived.whi onsequen y, some regtons 1 no
message It receive .which the agency calls h thr , t d d t' tHeN'" t" N ti id th ave elf corree e a a a pressan mpur, a ionwi e, ere were ti .
264,098 of these inputs, including letters, ime.
form letters and petitions, bearing 359,414
signatures. The Forest Service has di vided
these into abewildering array ofpolicy pre- Of the Rocky Mountain states, Idaho
ferenees, known as "approaches." The generated the most RARE II responses,
RARE II computer lists 99 categories of The comments in favor QfAlternative W in
approaci\.es, Id h I' htl b d h '
Th " h "d 'be '11 al a 0 S 19 Y, outnum ere t e antI-e approac es esen ,'I a gener 'Id 'I

tt
't d t d 'ld d ,WI erness etters, Of the people suggest-way, a 1 U es owar WI emess an· .RARE II Coded t I th 'te- mgapohcyapproach.13,5percentfavored

- '.' separs e y are e SI Alternative W, while 12.5 percent fav-Ored
specific comments that the agency re-" 'i1d " H ' 'fi. d "no new w emess. owever, a slgm IC-
celve. . ant number (15,7 percent) wrote favoring
The agency also coded ,the comments by "multi Ie use" of RARE II lands in Idaho

method of communicatIOn. The largest p •
single method of expressing an opinion was
by ('response fonn," Most often these were
preprinted messages on which a person
needed only check a box for "wilderness,"
"non-wilderness" or '~further study.tt These
forms were usually distributed by intere.t
groups. Across the country. 38 percent of
the total-responses were on response forms.
, The next high .. t category was personal
'letters. 32 percent. Petitions and, form h,t-
ters - letters using a standard format -' ----- .... ---------
accounted for 29 percent of the comments,
The Forest Service regional offices re-

portedly have been instructed to' place
more emphasis on personal communica-
tions than on petitions. response forms and
form letters. This could be significant, be-
cause a number of commodity interest
groups launched campaigns using these
three techniques. Among the organiza-
tions using the tactics were Atlantic-
Richfield, the Rocky Mountain Oil and Gas
Association, the Montana-based Western
Environmental Trade Association and an
Indiana-based timber company, Oil com-
panies launched particularly vigorous
campaigns because they feared the poten-
tial "locking up" of valuable oil and gas
lands in the Overthrust Belt, particularly
in the Bridger-Teton National Forest in
western Wyoming,
Nationally. most of the responses origi-

nated in Oregon, the second largest

4-High Country News- Nov. 3;1978

Wilderness loses opinion poll ...
(-unued from page I) he can change the recommendation but he

'muSt justify it.
the agency's other categories tallied much
smaI\ar pereentages. If the public sentiment is between 71
Because of the Carter administration'. percent and 85 percent on one sideor the

pro.wilderness stance. Cutler says en- other, the Forest Service will apply' other
vironmental interests will be very impor- criteria, in addition to public input. Reg-
tant in the Forest Service's evaluation pro- io~ officials will assess the impact of a
cess. However. anti·wilderness forces could designation of an area on the basis of the

Nineteen percent of the respondents waJited
no more wilderness at all. An additional 17 per-
cent said that all RARE II lands should be man-
aged for multiple use.

STATE·BY-STATE

effect on the production of goods and ser-
vices, such as timber and minerals, and the
effect on the wilderness system as a whole,
If the public response on ari area is less

than 71 percent in favor of,any option, the
Forest Service will conclude that the public
hasn't indicated any strong preference,
Recommendations of the regional fores-

ters are'scheduled to be completed by'the
first week in November and sent to the
Forest Service in Washington. D.C, There,
the staff, the chief. and Cutler'. office will
go over the recommendations and come up
with a departmental proposal,
Cutler says, "The key thing to report is

that this proposal will be subject to review
by all the departments of this administra-
tion, Those who have concerns about the
outCome will be free to make recommends·
tions to them. It
• Cutler says that the administration
hopes to make a final decision on two-
thirds of the 62 million acres of roadless
lands. designating them either wilderness

gain some advantage if they can Show that
wilderness designation would spur infla-
tio'). He says. ''The only way they have an
advantage is with anti-inflation argu-
menta. Ifwe don't come in with s program
that balances with the president's concerns
about inflation. it will be adjusted by the
White House. But Carter favors expansion
of the wilderness system, so there'. no
reason for environmentlilists to be unduly
concerned about the outcome,"
Initial planning steps will. however.

p\ace aignificant emphasis on the results of
the public comment process. A regional
forest spokesman says. "The public input
will be extremely important."
According t6 regional fore.t office

sources. if 85 percent of the comments re-
, .. iwld.... ~ad1ess.are indicate a prefer.
ence for either wildem non.wilderness
,M lWlhl\l':.~,thenltbe'-Forest Service
will implement that as their option, If the
regiona1 forester finds that public opinion
does not r8fiect the true value of the area.

The Forest Service has
divided all the RARE II
letters into a bewilder.
ing array of 99 policy
preferences.

and 10.6 percent said that the Forest Ser-
vice should emphasize the economy and
jobs'in the state,
Idaho did'not have the corrected data for

evalu~ting th~ respon,se on each roadles8
area, and the regional forest office would
not release the existing information.
In Colorado, supporters of Alternative

Woutnumbered the "no wilderness" forces
,19 percent to 13 percent, In addition, the
respondents that wanted all wilderness,
wilderness in a portion of the state or the
'roadless lands left natural and roadless to-
talled an additibnal 11 percent, Five per-
cent of the respondents called for multiple
use,
Individual areas of the- most interest

were Elk MOIlntain-Colleglste, with a 78
percent pro-wilderness vote (including Al-
ternative Wvotes); Arapaho Creek, 66 per-
cent pio-wilderness; Pagoda Peak, 66 per-
cent pro-\\(ilderness; Davis Peak, 71 per-
cent pro-wilderness; and Mad Creek, 78
percent pro·wilderness.
'In Montana, the two options thllt drew
the most attention were "no wilderness"
and Alternative W, eomments in favor of
no wilderness outnumbered those for AI-
t.ernative W 22 percent to 17 percent,
About five percent wanted all wilderness,
, ",hile seven percent urged multiple use

number were from Idaho and third. from and seven percent urged management for
Califonlia. The state with the least in· timber values.
t.erest in RARE nwas nl.laware, which Figures on the individual areas in Mon-
pr<>duced only 27 letters. tans were not available at pres. time,
In the Rockies. the breakdown of reo North Dakota's roadless grasslands

.ponses generally reflects the tactics used have wilderness pOtential, according to en·
by the pro- I"'d anti·wilderness forces in vironmentalista. However. of the people
each state. In Colorado and Idaho. where writing to the Forest Service, 19 percent
the pro-wilderness forces ran "response asked for no grassIan!l wildern .... 12 per.
form" I!JlC1 petition campaigns. the regis- cent for no Wilderness in a portion of the
tared pro-"!iIderness ~timent was strong state; and six perllllnt for no wilderness at

URARE II is as Icon-
troversial as anything
that's been done in this
admpJistration."

IAII& CNek ......... Area, PIke Nati......F~r~
. ,,~. , . . . . r
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Governors deny supporting veto
Two ofthe Western governors who repor-

tedly supported President Jimmy Carter's
veto of the $10 billionpublic works bill last
month are now saying that their positions
were' misunderstood by the White House
staff. Newspaper accounts had said the
governors' support was crucial in gainer-
ing enough votes in the House to sustain
the veto.
Both Wyoming Gov. Ed Hersch-Ier and a

spokesman for South Dakota Gov. Harvey
Wollman say that they took a neutral posi-
tion on the bill. The White House had said
both of them, as weU as governors of
Oregon, Nebraska, Nevada and Idaho,
supported the.presidelit's veto of the bill,
which included six water projects that the
president had consistently opposed.
Herschler says he was called by a White

House aide and asked not to criticize the
president for his veto. "I told him Iwasn't
going to chew him up because we had suffi-
cient (federall money to complete the
. stateline (Lyman) project and other recla-
mation projects, and Savery-Pothook was
already authorized," Herschler says. As
long as Congress or the president didn't act
to deauthorize Savery-Pothook, Herschler
figures the state can get the money later.
Savery-Pothook, which is on the border be-
tween Wyoming and Colorado, was one of the oountry in two days," Eidenberg says.
the projects Carter opposed. However, be says Wollman apparently
However, when the White House said he changed his mind after talking about the

endorsed the veto, Herschler was upset. "I veto. "There was no ambiguity in my mind
wasn't gning to lead the charge, but I did whatsoever about what he said:' Eiden-
not endorse the veto." berg says. Eidenberg told Wollman no
South Dakota Gov. Harvey Wollman South Dakota projects would be affected,

told the White House aide he would have to and he ssys Wollman said he would there-.
check with his staff and the state congres- fore support the veto.
sional delegation before agreeing to with- Asked what effect the governors' support
draw,bis opposition to the veto, according had .on Congress. Eidenbelll said thatthe
to the state policy director, Jody Severson, fact t\!atseveral Western andEastehrgov-
Severson says thegnvernor considers it a .,'ernot!l tmppdrteittbe'YeWlY~~'4ll. MI-
misunderstanding -not a deli berate mis- pact.'It proved to Congress that it :waSn't a
representation, regional debate, but that inflation and bat-
Gene Eidenberg, deputy assistant to the ter water project planning were the real

president, says he did· misunderstand issues, he says.
Herschler, "I took his statement further Eidenberg said no other governors had
than it was meant to go, But you have to accused him of misrepresenting or misun-
remember (talked to I().U peopJeallover derstanding them.

. Congress later passed a public works bill
without the six projects Carter opposed. ln
addition to Savery-Pothook, the two other
projects removed from the final bill were
. both in Colorado, Colorado o;,v. Dick
Lamm did not waver ""his opposition to
the president's veto, .

Photo by David SUIIIJl8I'
Snowy Range Roadless Area, Medicine Bow National Forest, Wyo,,

The unanswered question is: Howwill the
Forest Service in~rpret this data?

comments. were: Grayback, 77 percent;
Teton Corridor, 80 percent; and Gros Ven-
tre, 86 percent.
In other areas of interest in Wyoming,

Huston Park received a 70 percent non-
wilderness vote and the DuNoir area a 62.8
percent anti-wilderness tally. The City of
Cheyenne hopes to obtain municipal water
from the Huston Park area. The con-
troversy over timber-in the DuNoir has'
raged for years.
The central issue regarding the public

comments is, "How will the Forest Service
interpret this data?" The Forest Service is
not saying. George Davis, who is in charge
of RARE 11 for the agency in Washington,
D.C., says, "You can be sure that itwon't be
a straight numbers game." However, some
environmental acti vista are concernedthat

InWyoming, 49.4 percent of the respon- they paid too much attention to "quality" of
dents wanted "no more wilderness." Alter-. ,- their public input - by encouraging per-
native Wwas favored by 13.2 percent and sonal letters - when the government
about three percent favored wilderness fer seems to be measuring "quantity.'
all roadless lands. Other significant alter- The Forest Service hopes to have the reg-
natives were-c'No wilderness in my part of ional recommendations completed by Nov.
the state," 12A percent; emphasize re- 7 and a tentative comprehensive plan by
source' and economic values, 3.8 percent;' Nov. 21. The draft RARE II environmental
manage for multiple use, 2.3 percent; and impact statement is planned for publica-
'lOO action," 3.4 percent. tion on Dec. 29. Congress will make the
Regarding the individual roadless areas final decision about the wilderness areas.

-in Wyoming, however; pro-wilderness ad-
vocates have a mixed Bag oftesults. West-
ern Wyoming has been particularly con-
troversial because it lies atop the Over-
thrust Belt. Of the two areas there that
received the most attention, the Palisades
received 62 percent vote for non-
wilderness, and the West Slope of the Te-
tons received a 58 percent votelfor non-
wilderness.
Several other areas of interest tp en-

vironmentalists received strong support
for wilderness, however.' -Pro:wiidemess

all. Most of the other policy options sug-
gested were small percentages. The figures
for individual areas in North Dakota had
not been adjusted.
In Utah, 4.3 percent of the comments

favored Alternative W.. Anti-wilderness
sentiment was heavy, with 24.4 percent
saying "no more wilderness," 18.8 percent
"emphasize mineral values," six percent
,"no wilderness in my part of the state," and
5.3 percent "emphasize economic needs."
Another 6.6 percent said RARE 11decisions
should emphasize multiple use.
The-most frequently mentioned roadless

area in Utah was Mt. Naomi, with 28 per-
cent favoring wilderness, 69 percent for
- non-wilderness and three percent for fu-
ture planning.

elal.lfledi
WRITERS from Colorado, Montana., Idaho;
. Utah and W~oming sought by HeN. We are
interested in stories on Indian resources, 81·
ternative energy, conservation, agriculture,
water development and people making en:
vironmental news. Pay is two cents to five
cents per word for fair, accurate news repo~
'iog. One.sided diatribes unacceptable. Con-
tact High Countd'News.at,Box K,·Lander,
Wyo. 82520 with stOryidoas.

Advocates of a &ee-flowing Yellowstone
River are receiving help from an unex-
J!8C,tedsourne - a bourbon distillery,
Glenmora Dietilleri .. o.f Louisville, Ky"

is on the verge of marketing a new product .
called Yellowstone Mellow -Mash. Their

INV·E NT' 10 N S advertising agl!II9', Rand Public Relations
Inc., has agreed to distrib~ the MontanaWA NTE 0 Fish and Game DeJllll'l;lnent's movie about
the river to TV stations, When Mellow

FREE CONSULTATION Mash goeS on sale, leatlela will be distri- .
NO IDEA TOO SMALLc huted with it asking that donations be
msdosu,. protection. Cash 0' roy."'.. made to "Silve tha YelloWsto!1ll-" Money
lrom msnul.cture's s.eklng new Id.... collected will go to block C\lnstruetion of a
Fo, I,ee Info.rm.llon on how 10proteel proposed dam at AIlenspur. and lI~er

your Id.... Call 0' Write river-related projects,
American Inventors COrp. The Yellowstone is the Iaat free-flowing

3545 s. Tsmarec,Sull.330 ". '.riverin'tha'I,J.S, butface&many'~as
L.._,D_e..,.n_ve_,.:,,_Co_._802_3_7_..:.(30-,3)c.,,779-~_1_965__ --, Montana's ehargy reserves are exploited.

,

GOv. HARVEY WOLLMAN

mAl •-GOV. ED HERSCHLER

Montana builds
bourbon-river -
coclition
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Lovins brings good news. ••

Une ReIerenc:e TargetLRT.

Lovins: "I think that would be a good
idea, but the way to do that is to prevent the
federal govemment from adding bizarre
subsidies at the ratepayers'and taxpayers'
expense in order to get these Western coal
and uranium systems built when the m-ar-
ket is unwilling to finance them.

their customers. Say you've juSt borrowed, conservation, have been exhauated before
$2,000 from the utility to weatherstrip and opening a new 'Dine?
insulate your house and maybe another
$1,000 to solarize it. Ail of that saves you,
say $300 a year off your utility bill. Then
you pay it back at $300 a year or a little
~ less', so that your bill is the same as if you,
, had done nothing. You, therefore get a
house that's cheaper to runwithout paying
anymor~. Meanwhile, when the loan's paid

Do you think that coal and uranium mining
cempanies operating in the Rocky Mountain
'states should also have to offer proof that all
other means of producing electricity, including
conservation, have been exhausted before open-
ing a new mine? .

AMORY LoVINS

off, say in 10 years or so, your bill' goes
.down because, of course, you're using less.

"And the utility also benefits, because it
saves money and improves its cash flow
and avoids bankruptcy. Several states
have mandated systems similar to this al-
ready. Conservation loans were originally
invented by utilities because they save so
much money. \ '
"In fact, Oregon, Califomia and New

York are doing this now, with more on the
way. And some utilities will even go
further than this. For example, Puget
Sound Power and Light in Seattle will give .
you zero-interest conservation loans, and
they will come in and insulate your electri-
cal water heater absolutely free because it
saves them so much money.

Manhattan, about half of the air condition- "Pacific Power and Light, as I recall, will
ing is used to take away the h~at of over-. . give you zero-interest loans which don't
he~ Iighting, . ' have to be paid back until you sell your
. . .An?ther 35 to 40 percent of the air con- house. Then, of course, you realize the
dltio~,,:g restores the cool lost by over- -extra value of the house. Surprising as it

Lc.!~ ".In.~ as_in ~".e,~,,!,,,as,; ventila IOnand only 100r 15 percentfights may' sound these kinds of give-aways
the firs< second and third thinz you do' IS exterior heat much of it from 'I ,.,e,"" ""~1~ .'1'"n"" ;Of> . w .. · .' . -.... . o~ greatly benefit the utilities as well as the
CODBenBtlon. · lnat IS, YOl.!-wnng the m?st neighbor's air conditioner and the rest of It customers f because mining the inefficien-

by solar.gain, much.ofw~ich c~ be elimi~ cies in th~ present energy system is the
nated WIth dumb things hke wmdow over- cheapest ree of supply'
hangs (eaves) and venetian blinds. "The ':~cal point is that the utilities
"Another roughly 20 percent is for ap- would be co-opted into the transition pro-

propriately electrical uses, but it's also 'cess instead of being an enemy to them. It
pure waste-because it's for things like would be a better business to get into. It
commercial overlightiiig. That leaves us would keep them busyforthe next 50 years,
with something like,40 percent and doing something that they do well,
at this point we start to apply technical namely-merchant banking, while they
fixes to use that electricity more em- gradually tum into a distribution service
cientlY. For example, tIIere's been a nice something like the phone company."
Danish study done recently of how we Parks: "Amory, here's another question
would design electrical household ap- that lies closer to home. Do youthink that
pliances to be cost-effectively efficient. If coal and uranium mining cempanies
you had one of every kind of appliance and operating in.the Rocky Mountain states
Used themjust asmuch as you do now , and should also have to offer proofthat all other
they were efficiently designed, your means of producing electricity, including
household electric bill would drop by Iilore
than 70 percent." ,
Parks: ''This is where our future 'new'

energy supplies will be found. In fact, Gus
Speth of the President's Council on En-
vironmental Quality has recommended
that utilities showd be required to prove
all other means of producing electricity,
including conservation, have been ex-
hausted before an appli~tion'for'a new
,power plant is inade. Do you agree?"
.Lovins: "Yes, ifa utilitr Bays it wants to

build a new power station or even II gas
plant, they should have toshow that it's the
most eronomic way of meeting their cus-
tomers' end-use energy needs. That means
they should have to show that within their
servioe area they have exhausted the p0-
tential for efficiency improvements, lo'ad-
leveling (ap"ading.the demand for power
more evenly thoughout the day) and re-
newable energy., If they can~ show that,
the plant shouldn't be built."
Parks: ''Where would the money for the

plant go then?"
Lovins: "What the utility should be '

doing instead ~s lOaiiihg :Ollt the inoney tp

N~_"""",,",""""rl ~

veontinued from page 1\
political innovation i. going on. As!;te exp-
lains in this interview, the first three stepa
toward a soft energy future are simple:

UI'm just a .cross-
pollinator. A sort ofrov-
ing synthesizer and
gadfly."

)lOB8iblework from the energy you've 'got.
In most parts of the country, by t~e time
we've gotten through retrofitting the
buildings in ways that are now cost-
effi!ctive, we won't need anyheating, Those
who live in a very ,cold ares will still need
some heating.
"Incities, the retrofitS will be mainly at a

neighborhood scale, using district heating
technology rather than one buildmg at a
time. In fact, the urban densities greatly·
impmve solar economics because the heat
loss is JIlOIll;1y into your neighbor'~ living
space and no~out into therountryside. This
is why people living in apartmenta, othe!
things being equal, need mUM less heat
than people living inisolated, single family
houses." .
Parks: ''In your lig)Jres, Amory, you in·

dicate that if we began to use electricity
efficiently and mW' for useswhere it's jus- .
tified, \Ve can cut back to as little as eight
J1erC"Iltof what we're now' using. Where
will thess cutbacks be made?"
Lov1n8: "WeU, 40 percent ofour national

electrical use today is for low-temperature
heating and cooling, which is a grossly
wasteful and uneconomic use of electricity.
And it ~ting and cooling) should be
handled with things like insulation,
weather stripping, overhangs and solar'
heating.

"Ifyou're worried about air conditioning,
you mIght.ref]eet UJlOIl the statistic tl\at in .
an average' lo-story 'om"" building in

'''Now there is a very good reason that the
market is unwilling to finance them: they
will give you much more expensive energy
than conservation and renewables. There-
fore, they should not be built. And if mar-
keteconomics played any part in these de-
cisions, they wouldn't be built. I think the
most important way to insure that they
won't be built is to press for removal of the
roughly $100 billion a year of subsidies
that now go into conventional energy sys-
tems:"
Parks: "In addition. to these 'Subsidies,

do you find that there is a tendency in gov-
ernment to concentrate on large-scale solar
technologies and large companies rather
than the small solar entrepreneurs?"
Lovlnsr "yes, and it's very hard to fix

that without changing the people who are
there. Many of our worst institutional bar-
riers live in, DOE (the Department of'
Energy) and ought to be recycled."

On this .note, our interview concluded.
But I couldn't resist asking Lovins one last
question that the interview had raised in
my mind. Had he ever, I asked, considered
taking ajob with the government to direct
us toward that soft energy future? The
thaught of Amory Lovins or IIAmory
clones" instituting the transition with the
Department of Energy was somehow appe-
aling.
. Glsncing quickly at his watch-his talk
was about to begin-he responded without
hesitation: "I make a good advisor but a
bad bureaucrat. 'And I've made it quite
clear that whatever value I have now comes
from my mobility and independence. In
other words, I'm not tied. to any country or
field or institution and I can and do say
exactly what I like. I wouldn't have it any
other way."

Graphic Arts Cente'r
Publishing
Company _

. . . f
,Photography byRussell Lamb, text by
Archie Satterfield. From Yellowstone
and the Wind River ,Range fa the
prairie and the Laramie Mountains,
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,Iavesdropper
LOONEY LIMERICKS
by Zane E. Cology

Amory Lovins from FOE
Says solar's the way we should 110.
He's known as a whiz
In. the energy biz,

Let's hope he steals Schlesinger's show.

BIG WILDERNESS YEAR. The Sierra
Club National News Report says that
1978 was the biggest year for wilderness
since the passage of the Wilderness Act in
1964. Congress added 4.5 million acres to ",
the 20 million ~cre wilderness system. The
largest single package was almost two
million acres in eight units of national
parks. In the West, these park wildernes-
ses included areas in Carlsbad Caverns,
N.M.; Organ Pipe Cactus National Monu-
ment, Ariz.; and Theodore Roosevelt Na-
tional Park, N.D. Congress also approved a
285,771 acre Great Bear Wilderness and a
60,000 acre addition to the Bob Marshall
Wilderness, both in 'Montana. Combined
with other bills approved this year - the
Endangered American Wilderness Act,
Absaroka- Beartooth (Mont.) and Indian
'Peaks (Colo.) - Congress established 14
new wilderness units and six expansions to
existing units within the national forest
system.

SMOG WAR REPORT. Pollution levels
ofseveral major pollutants are going down
in Southern California, according to the
Gannett News Service. The number ofdays
when smog reaches health-alert levels in
the Los Angeles area has dropped from an
average ofmore than 200 several years ago
to slightly more than 100. In addition to
health problems, air pollution. also is esti-
mated to cause more than $55 million a
year in damage to farm crops throughout
the state.

OFF THE BANDWAGON. Despite a
nationwide campaign for greater use of
mass transit, the use of subways, buses,
trains and trolleys has decreased from 24
percent to 19 percent between 1970 and
1976 in 20 major cities. Of those who
switched from private to public transporta-
tion during the year before the survey, only
28 percent liked mass transitbetter while
42 percent regretted the decision. The Cen-
sus Bureau, which conducted the survey in
1976, says more than half of the workers
drive to work alone.
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THE SOLUTION to the Conservation
Crossword on American deserts that
we pub1ish~ in our oct: 20 issue is
shown above.
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'Congress phases out gas controls;
pushes for conservation,,' ,so/Qrpower

Idaho ~ariDleDt of Coauaerce .... ~oPIlleId pholo

NATURAL GAS pricing held up work on the national energy bill. Photo of a natural gas pipeUne in Idahe.

For the first time in history, the United
States has a congressionally-sanctioned
energy policy. Shortly before adjournment
in October, after 18 months of
intensive - and sometimes acrimonious -
debate, Congress passed national energy
legislation. The bill was substantially al-
tered from President Carter's proposal
made in the springofl977, which spurred
the debate..
The energy package consists offour laws:

natural gas pricing, general energy con-
servation, electric rate reform and coal
conversion. Congress ignored what Carter
said should have been the "centerpiece" of
U.S. energy policy, a tax aimed at dis-
couraging oil consumption by raising the
price of' domestic crude oil to the same
levels as imported oil.
Carter had also asked for a tax on indus-

. tries that would have forced a switch from
oil and natural gas to other--energy ~ources.
Both of these tas es were passed by the

House, but not by the Senate: 'Senate op-
position was so strong that the taxes were
eliminated from the final bill.
The end result of Congress' work is an

energy policy that even supporters are cal-
ling only a "beginning." Rep. Thomas Ash-
ley (De-Ohio) told the Los Angeles Times;
"It's not a full-fledged energy policy, but it
does give us a foundation." Ashley was the
House floor manager of the bills. , '
The most controversial aspect of the new I

law is the gradual deregulation of natural
gas prices. Sen. James Abourezk (D.·S.D.)
filibustered for 15 hours against deregula-
tion, The Senate, finally voted to close de-
bate and approved a compromise deregula-
tion proposal.
Under the compromise, the price of

natural gas from new wells will be allowed
to double over the next seven years. Mer
1985, gas produced from new wells will be

oompletely deregulated. The current price
of natural .gas is $1.45 per thousand cubic
feet. Old gas - gas that is being produced
from existing wells for out-of-state users -
will be allowed to increase in price at a rate
equal to the rate of inflation. However, it
will not be deregulated.
In addition, federal controls were ex-

tended to gas produced for sale within a
state. Previously, only gas shipped out of
state was covered .by price controls. As a
result, about 90 percent ofnew gas produc-
tion in recent years has been sold to the
local or intrastate market, leaving shor-
tages in areas that do not produce natural
gas.
By extending controls to intrastate gas,

Congress hopes that consumers in shortage
areas will be able to Compete for gas. Three
major producing states - Texas, Ok-
lahoma and Louisiana - have already said
that they jointly will sue over this provi-
sion, contending that the federal govern-:
ment does not have authority over intras..
tate gas. -

SOLAR INCENTIVES

In the area of energy conservation, the
legislation gives some incentives to pur-
chasers of solar heating equipment.
Homeowners wili be able to receive loans
at interest rates of between seven and 15
percent. To insure these "reasonable"
rates, Congress authorized the Govern-
ment National Mort~age Association to
purchase the loans from private lenders
and resell them to consumers.
Homeowners can also take a tas credit of

30 percent on the ~rst $2,000 and 20 per-
cent for the next $8,000 - up to a total of
$2,200 - for the purchase and installation
of Solar, wind and geothermal equipment.-
The' bill authorizes federal assistance for

Congress takes back governorsl

right to require use of local coal
import low-sulfur Western coal to meet
- clean air requirements. Western en-
vironmentalists also saw the provision
as one method of slowing Westerq coal
production.
However, the new, enetgy conserva-

tion law repeals the authority granted
The Clean Air Act Amendments gave 'to the governor. The president Ulay still

the president or governors of states the
authority to require that power planbl require local coal burning, but only ifhe
within states burn only locally- finda that it would ry>sultin Do signific-
, produced coal, ifnecessary to minimize ant increase in energy consumption,
local economic disrul!tion, ' would not mean significantly higlier
The legislation WBs strongly sup- 'costs to consumers ,and would not viol-

ported by,Esstern: coal miners, who' ate any, e,dsting contract;ual relatioll-
feared that power planbl woqld begln to lihips between coal suppliers and users.

In a little-noticed provision of the
energy conservation act .:...part of the
Congressional energy package -' the
House and Senate adopted an .. mend-
ment to the Clean Air Act Amendments
of 1977.

E.

installation ofboth active and passive solar
energy modifications to existing houses.
The law also provides $98 million for the

purchase ofphotovoltaic - solar electric -
cells. The House version of the conserva-
tion bill would hav.i provided only .one-
third of that amount.
Accepting one of Carter's proposals,

Congress also provided $100 million for the
installation of solar heating and 'coolinll
equipment in federal buildings.
One, practice that has worried many en-

vironmentaiiSts is the utility financing of
the purchase and installation ofhome insu-
lation. Activisbl have argped ,that direct
utility involvement in conservation is a
conflict, because the utilities are in the
business of selling, not saving, power. The
energy bill directs 'the Feaei ..l '#aa~J
Commission to study the pffects.!if this ."
practice and to report to the Congress in 18 '
months.

GAS-GUZZLER TAX
Another major conservation provision in

the bill is the "gas-guzzler" tax. Beginning
with the 1980 model year, people who
purchase cars getting lese than 15 miles
per gallon will be taxed $560, Standards
will become more,and more stringent until
the 1986 model year. At that point, cars
that get less than 12.5 miles per gallon will
be taxed $8,850, Cars getting better than '
22.5 miles per gallon _will be exempt,~i ,
taxes,
In addition, the U.S. auto manufactur-

ers' cars will be required to average 27.5
miles per, gallon by the 1985 model year.

RATEREF'ORM

Congress psssed a relatively weak bill on
electric rate reform. State utility collllIli&-
sions will be required to consider alterna-
tive rate-making structures, but they are
not required to implejllent them, Within
three years the commissions must make
findings of "appropriateness" of five stan-
dards: time of day rates, seasonal rates,
cost of service pricing, interruptible rates
and a prohibition against rates that decline
as electric oonswnption increases.

COAL CONVERSION

The other rnl\.ior portion of the eneigy
package is the coal conversion act. This bill
forbida new power plants from' using oil
and natural g(l8 in their boilers and Dl'O-

vides authority for the administration to
order existing p1anbl to convert to coal.
Administration energy advisors say that

the plan Willreduce U.S. energy consump-
tion by theequivaIentof2,5 million barrek
of oil daily. rotal current en,ergy OQJUIwnp-
tion in the U.S. is about 16 million b8nels '
daily.
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~~ONWOO
(.) <.)U "The leaves of the cot- .~

tonwood trees that
crowded the canyon
caughtreflections ofthe
.after-noon sun, hun-
dreds of tiny mirrors
flashing." ,

-Leslie Silko,
Ceremony

i
i;

healing as he soters-''a world of crickets
and wind and cottonwood trees."
A healthy floodplain ecology is often in- I

dicatedby a grove of cottonwoods of mixed
Several years ago, a crew of Apache In- age. These stands support the greatest di-

dians ware hired for a "phreatophyte con- versity of higher animals known for any
trot program", as the bureaucrats termed North American habitat .. For a given ac-

~. it. Early one morning, they were-taken: -reage of land, cottonwood groves contain
down to the banks ora nearby river, given higher breeding bird densities, than- any
chainsaws and told to cutdown all the cot- othe: kirlli of forest. '
tonwoods in sight. . Fa Nati- c Americans, cottonwoods were
When the government boss came pack at not simply wildlife habitat. They oontri-

noon-to check- on their progress, he found buted products fur a working human <:0111-

them sitting in the shade smoking, without munity as well. Leaves were used as a dye
having felled a single tree. and in a decoction lew sore eyes, In early
"Apaches-can't kill cottonwoods," an In- spring, Pima Indian boys would shinny up

dian told him. "Something bad would hap- trunks to reach the cottony catkins nnd
pen." then shake them down. Eaten raw or cooked
-However nonsensical this answer with chili, catkins offered desert peoples a

sounded to the boss, it reflects roth eeologi- break from their often monotonous winter
cal and cultural truths. Where cottonwoods, diet. Supple twigs were woven into work
have been decimated in the dry West, fer- . baskets.Wood provided fuel. fencing and
tile flood plains have been left. vulnerable the raw stufffor carving katch inas, woode~ ,
to erosion. Culturally, the cottonwood has dolls with spiritual significance.
sacred associations for several Southwest- Healthy cottonwood th ickets are in turn
em cultures; to waste them is a profane act. dependent upon free-flowing streams. To
In Indian languages of the Southwest, regenerate, they need' substantial strearnf-

(ttree"almost universally _means "cotton- low during .the brief period each spring
wood." Linguists suggest that these In- when seeds are viable. Ironically. the same
dians visualize the concept of "tree" snowmelt floods that tend to topple aging
through the image of "cottonwood'lbecause trees usually plant new seeds in the moist
it is the most outstanding tree in their, soil along the high water mark. As a
landscape. stream meanders. curved rows of cotton-
Cottonwoods' stature justifies this woods are established across the breadth of .

status. With trunks as large as 84 feet tall a floodplain.
and six feet in diameter, crowns of old cot- The danlining "and channelization of
ionwoods stretch more than 110 feet ac- wild rivers has thus critically damaged the
ross. health and wealth of cottonwood groves.
Such an enormous canopy makes for a - On the Colorado River alone. much more

good shade tree. White immigrants to the than half of the .histortc riverside forest
West planted them around their upland acreage has been lost. Elsewhere in the
. homesteads. Yet, as Laguna Pueblo _ Southwest. primeval floodplain forests
wOman Leslie Silko writes, "The cotton- stretching for miles have been left high and
wood trees ... were much more than sum- dry by groundwater pumping and river di-
mer shade." version.
In Bilko'. Ceremony, they not only re- Not all assaults on cottonwoods have

Ilect·the health of the eovironment near been so indirect. Because they are e1as-
the river, but also affect the health of the sifiedas "phreatophytes"--planl.'l with high
humans living there. When one of rates at water coneumption-·they have
Cerelnony'8 character!! sees a river ".to. been eliminateain some areas to make the
len away" and the cottonwoods dryingmp, water they would consume ,available for
her feeling ins;de .iss of "something be- 'industrial-agricultural uses. In addition,
ginning to shrinli thin and dry like old flood-felled trees occasionally clog river

~_. new.........."rgone-yellow ...-..."Later in the- 'channels,-fofclng high waters onto,.'!4ja,
story, a Laguna Indian feels hisbroken lif!> cent floodplain ·lands, sometimes resultirig

J -
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by Gary Paul Nabban

1
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Photo by Gary Nabhan
A COT1'ONWOOD near Supai Indian
village in the Grand Canyon.

. in property Iosses. Afte~ one such incident
on the Gila River. near Safford, Ariz., far-
mers formed a posse to tar-and-feather
local Sierra Clubbers who had won an in-
junction to halt a phreatophyte control and
channelization program there.
However, men and cottonwoods have

teamed up in Sonora, Mexico, just 150·
miles south of where Safford farmers view
cottonwoods as a threat. By planting rows
of cottonwood and willow saplings on the
edge of fields' along riverbeds, Sonorans
create a "cushion" to protect their lands
from the eroding power of floods. As these
saplings mature. their roots anchor 'the
riverbanks. Brush fill. woven between the
trees, catches the nutr-ient-r'ich sediment of

the flood waters. The force ofhigh waters is
broken by the thicket, allowing thefloods
to spread gently out across the fields, fer-
tilizing them.
Phreatophytic cottonwoods and willows

form the base of a land conservation pro-
cess that has giv.en these Sonoran water-
sheds a degree of stability unknown to
'modem white men in the Southwest.
Of course, indians who refuse to clearcut

cottonwoods and Mexicans who plant them
are' part of the 'cultural backwaters of
America. The flash floodof progress rushes
bv them. And as it does, tli.eyconserve some
values and skills that may. protect them
from the devastating cultural erosion. that
accompanies such progress.

~'Apachescan't kill COt-
tonwoods. Something
bad would happen."
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Cottonwood groves
contain higher breed-
ing bird densities than
any other kind offorest

PRUNlNGS from the upper branches
'of these eottonwoodsin Sonora, Mex;-
ieo, .will be planted to create new
groves.

IN SONORA, MEXICO, cottonwood
saplings are planted in a row to simu-
late natural cottonwood ~orridors for <

erosion control.

Indians whorefuse to
clearcut cottonwoods
and Mexic'ans who
plant them are part of
the culturalbackwaters
of America.

.....0&0 .". liarJ' NabItaD
THE OLD WATER PUMP and the
new. A windmill for groundwater
pumping hasdropped the water level
down below the roots of this cotton· .
wood, killing It.
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policies that would favor the consumers in
this country from the health, safety and
economic point of view." Nader says that
the administration was "noncommital''
about whether Schlesinger would be re-
moved.

pared for the Northeast Power Coordinat-
ing Council. However, political support for
nuclear power in the Northeast appears to
be waning. According to Gannett News
Service, rising resentment on the part of
consumers in New Hampshire, who are
helping to finance the expensive Seabrook
nuclear power plant, may be, instrumental
in the defeat of conservative incumbent
Gov. Meldrim Thomson. Plant construction
has resulted in substantial 'rate increases
to consumers, and Thomson's opponent,
Hugh Gallen, is making substantial politi-
cal capital by attacking the Seabrook plant
and the governor's support of it, according
to Gannett.
OIL IMPORTS WILL INCREASE.·
Department of Energy Secretary James:
Schlesinger told a West German television
interviewer that President Carter's goal of
reducing U.S. oil imports to 6 or 7 million
barrels daily by 1985 cannot be reached.

Schlesinger said that imports would in-
stead climb to 9 or 10 million barrels, ex-
ceeding current import levels of about 8
million barrels daily. However, the energy
secretary said that imports would rise even
more if Carter's energy package had- not'
been approved.

fhBDI
lot Lins

SAUDI SOLAR SPLASH. The U.S. and
Saudi Arabian governments have ';'ached
an agreement on a $100 million joint solar
energy research program. The two gov-
ernments will share equally in the costs of
developing solar energy technologies over
a five-year period, The systems will then be
sold to Saudi Arabia or other developing
nations that can use the technology.
NUKE DELAYS SPELL POWER
SHORTAGES. Ne';; England and New
York can expect power shortages in the
next 10 years if delays in the construction
of nuclear power plants continue at their
present rates according to a report pre-

._1'0 ...... fro......... lbe -1rJ COPPER GRAB? Twocongressmen have
asked the Federal Trade Commission to
"seriously. consider prohibiting further
copper acquisitions by American oil com-
panies." Copper is an important element in
active solar systems, and Reps. Leo J. Ryan
(D-Calif.J and Robert F. Drinan (D-Mass,)
point out that solar energy is a rival to the
oilindustry. Already Atlantic Richfield Co.
has acquired the Anaconda Copper Co" in
Montana. Oil companies now control 40
percent of known copper reserves and 37
percent of U.S. copper production, accord-
ing to Ryan and Drinan.

DETHRONE THE ENERGY CZAR
Ralph Nader. consumer advocate, has
asked President Carter to fire Department
of Energy Secretary James Schlesinger for
promoting pro-industry policies. Nader
met with a Carter aide at the White House
to ask that Schlesinger be removed. Later
he met with reporters. Nader says, '(He
(Schlesinger) has favored the energy
policies of the large oil and gas corpora-
tions to the disadvantage of the energy

Rally opposes storage of nuc lear wastes in
, "" I .

by Dede Feldman of Chicanos from Roswell, Carlsbad and Preside;'t Wendell Chin~ and from N.M. gine work properly and that the .wings
other communities in southeastern New Attorney General Toney Anaya. Ek,th op- weren't on right, and he'd fix it in mid- air,

CARLSBAD, N.M. - In October .over Mexico, cbeered speakers from over 10 posed WIPP. Chino.iwhose reservation is why, I'd probably decide to start walking
• 200 people gathered in a sunny park here local anti.WIPP groups and, encouraged by located west of the proposed site, said the instead," Wilson said.
to protest the U.S. Department of Energy' a members of a theater group, chanted, "No Mescaleros oppose WIPP because it would DOE plans to store the wastes in salt
plans to store radioactive wastes in under- radiation without representation." expose the tribal population to dangers formations near Carlsbad. Critics question
ground salt deposits 27 miles southwest of The performers, most of them young from the transportation of radioactive the stability of salt, saying it is a higJUy
the city. The project, known as the Waste. Chicanos from southern New Mexico, pre. .materials to the site. soluble medium, and water could dissolve a
Isolation Pilot Program (WIPP), is de- sented a short play about the federal psth for possible leakage.
signed to provide permanent disposal of government'snationwidesearchJorastor_. One speaker at the rally, Carroll Wilson
wastes from the government's nuclear age facility for nuclear wastes and their 'of Canyon, Tex., said many Texans opposed
weapons program and a limited ainount of proposal to site such a facility in New Mex- the WIPP project in New Mexico because
storage for the more dangerous wastes ieo. , radioactive 'materials w:ould be "trans-
- from nuclear power plants. . . "Let's locate it in New Mexico," the mock ported through Texas. Wilson said that in

Carlsbad is expected to be the only dis- DOE representative shouts in the play.' his area the Chamber ·of Commerce, the
posat.ite iIi the country 'for wastes from "All they have there is Chicanos, Native county commission, the court judges and
wel!llbbil:'0t'6,ft.'siliislilfover the Country" Americans and dumb. cowboys _ they'll the Commissioners Association have pas-are being considered for wastes from nuc- never get together." sed resolutions opposing the disposal of
lear Power plants. Reily participants cheered as Mailgrams nuclear waste in their county.
The crowd at the rally, composed mainly, were· read from Mescalero Apache 'Tribe

N.M.

"Geologically speaking, the WIPP site is
not worth a darn," says Roxanne
Kartchner, chairwoman of the Carlsbad
Nuclear Waste Forum and a principal or-
ganizer of the rally. She criticizes the fed-
eral government for continuously chang-
ing its plans for what it plans to store there.
In October 1977 New Mexicans were told
the facility was primarily for defense
wastes. However, at public hearings this
spring, DOE officials said that wastes from
commercial reactors, which are much more
radioactive, would also be located at WIPP
on an experimental basis.

InCarlsbad, members of the Chamber of
Commerce, the mayor and other 'city offi-
cials support the WIPP site because they
feel it will bring jobs to the community and
bolster the national push toward nuclear
energy. No city, county, state or labor offi-
cials spoke at or attended the rally in
Carlsbad,
Speakers at the rally said they think the

government is too willing to go ahead with
the WIPP project before studies proving its
safety have been completed.
"If I went to the TWA office and asked to

buy a ticket to Houston, and the fellow told
me' that he'd put me on the plane, but that
he hadn't figured out how to make the en-

DOE officials explain plans
Department of Energy official. ex- years. The overlying geologic struc-

pect the Waste Isolation Pilot Program tures have protected them in the past
in Carlsbad, N.M., to be licensed by the and can be expected to do so in the fu-
. Nuclear Regnlatory Commission by ture,' John M. Deutch told a congres-
mid-1979, if its environmental impact sional committee in August. Deutch is
statement is approved. The target date director of DOE's office of, energy re-
for-t'"re.ceiving radioactive wastes is. search.
1985, """""!lug to WIPP Project Direc- Th~ transuranic weapons wastes and
tor Don Schueler. . the spent fuel will remain radioactive
Schueler says the site is planned for for more than 250,000 years.

defense wastes, such as byproducta DOE is studying other salt forma,
from the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons tions - in Paradox Basin in southern
plant near Denver. "We anticipate that Utah and in Texas and Louisiana. Dif-
the site can accommodate all the ferent geologic formations also are
medium-level defense wastes in the being studied elsewhere in the country.
country," Schueler says. These wastes Becauaeofthe fetl!'smany New Mexi·
will be transuranic, meaning they're cans bave.espreesed about WIPP, DOE
higher on the periodic table than officials have promised that New Mex.
uranium and non-heat generating. ieo CIiI'veto plans for the waste reposit-
. In addition, the.sitewi11 be used for a ory, although the exact means has not
pilot project storing up to 1,000 spent been determined.
fuelelementsfrOnicommercialnuclear However, outgoing Gov. Jerry
reactors. These wastes will generate Apodoea has recommended that no de.
heat, but the heat won't exceed the cision be made until a draft environ.
melting point of salt, according to mental impact statement is completed
Schueler. . . for the site, around Jan. 1.
DOE officials say salt is a safe Congress is considering legislation

medium for storage of radioactive that would give the states an explicit
wastes. It has been recommended by right to prohibit radioactive waste dis-
the National Academy of SCienees be- posal within their boundaries. Accord.
causeitisself-sealing,meaningithasa iDg to the Wall S~t Journal, 11
plastic quality that would fill in any states have already voted to liar sucb
fracture- thloUlih naturally existing dispoaal, although their legal right· to
geologic fo"""'- ''Despite the fact that do so is in question. The Journal says
saltishighIysoluhleinwater,hugeaaIt ·the Carter administration opposes the
formations have existed under the Un- federal legislation on "constitutional
lted States for hundreds of millions of grounds." I . .

Kartchner "is also concerned about the,
loss oflocal resources, "There is $1.3 billion
worth of economically recoyerable potash
and lots of natural gas in the WIPP area _
this will all be lost if WIPP goes through,"
she says.' .
Kartchner is! careful to separate the

rally's opposition to the WIPP site from
opposition to the entire nuclear question.
uWe'renotanti.nuc1ear; we're anti-WIPP,"
the young housewife says.

j Photo by Dede Fe...... '
RALLY participants demanded "no radiation without repreaentation." At

'" right, Rox~e Kartchner, chairwoman of the Carlsbad Nuclear Waste
};'orum. . .

\



woe. I miners -settle
The Wyoming Outdoor Council has

reached an agreement with Minerals Exp-
, loration 00. over the company's proposed
uranium mine in the Red Desert. wac has
agreed to drop its protest before the Wyom-
ing Department of Environmental Quality
over Minerals' mine, provided the company'
meets nine conditions that wac and··its
four co-petitioners set forth.

The settlement was very controversial
among the group's board members, ~
numberof'whorn felt that the group should
protest all uranium mining in the fragile
southwestern Wyoming desert. However,
upon reviewing their case, 'woe attorneys
decided that their case wasn't strong
enough to win a denial of the mining per-
mit under Wyoming's environmental pro-
tection laws.

wac attorney _Josephine Porter called
the settlement a "major victory." Porter
says, "We forced them to improve what was
a totally incomplete environmental review
. . . our compromise addresses the major
environmental issues and insures that the
company will have to mitigate the adverse
effects the mining operation would have."

The settlement ends a long battle. over
the Minerals' permit. The .state Bepart-
ment of Environmental Quality had re-
jected the permit request three times, cal-
ling it incomplete, The amended applica-
tion, with its environmental restrictions,

will now go before the state En vironrnerital
Quality Council, which is expected to ap-
prove, it. '

Stanley' Hathaway, attorney for the
company, says that work will probably not
begin on the mine until spring even if the
permit is issued promptly.

wac's major concern had been the
Chain' of Lakes area of the desert, The
group feared that miningoperatiqns would
dewater the area. To combat the problem,
Minerals has agreed to.complete a baseline
study of the area, covering the period from
May 1918 to May 1979. If mine opera-
tions lower the water-in the lakes, the com-, -
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desert uranium fight
pany has agreed to add water. The lakes
provide important waterfowl habitat in the
desert,
A Second area ~fconcern was th~recia•

mation 'of the Battle Springs Flat are" of
the desert. Under its mine plan, Minerals
would dewater the mine-at a rate of 6,800
gallons per minute and leave. the water on
the flat. Under the terms of the settlement,
the company agreed to limit their max-
imum average flow to the flat and to assure
that total dissolvedaolids do not exceed 480
parts per milhon average over any three
month period.
In addition to these conditions, the com-

pany agreed to monitor its discharges for
concentrations of heavy metals, conduct

extensive large-scale reclamation experi,
menta.and eliminate unauthorized hunt-,
ing.
A 'number of the woe board members,

while agreeing that- the settlement im-
posed tough conditions, felt that the group
should have pushed for a denial of the per-
mit, However, Porter says, ''The policy set
by the board was to mitigate the impacts of
the mine. The "conditions address those
concerns."
Co-petitioners- with woe were the Raw-

lins Rockbound Gem and Minerals Club,
the Lower Green River Basin Chapter of
the Isaak Walton League, the Wyoming
Wildlife Federation and' the National
Wildlife Federation.

'f,

MINERALS EXPLORATION site on ~e Red Desert.:

Wyoming minei1?ay test .law
restri~ting alluvial valley mining

Interested in exploring a variety 'of , alternative,
, " sources 0. ahrt'lltlfe energyI c:.e:gy
? f Rovt.2. sollroes I MlOm, MN,'6363

I ··0 Send me a sampl. copy
I for only $.'.00
t_ 0 Send me'. free subscriPtioni brochure
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I_ PIcked issUes {Of 1 yr.

Keep UP:to-dlte on it ,II with' _I $'O.OO.~loS.d.
. Ialternative

f
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sources O' I Add .... ,'- -C;'--_I
energy 10..,' __ --''--_--1magazine IS ....

an alluvial valley floor, then the 'state
should reimburse the company' for the
value of the coal, investment, and de-
velopment costs, and the revenues and
royalties lost
Wyoming Assistant Attorney General E.

Michael Weber says "These allegations
usually are not made in a mine application, -
nor are they part of the DEQ mine applica-
tion forms." -

The state Department of Environmental
Quali ty will review the application and
should reach a decision about it in a few
months.

s..~
.eert
..., '100

ftet·lwoeIi .... "'11II 210 _

,

which. requi~ th.,t.!';>~.ri!,r"t¥~,~~p-""
,,-tepa to protect Jack'BonlIole's ocenlc.~., ;,
recreational values from drilling 'ac-
tivities, however. .

NUCLEAR REACTION CLOSES
PLANT. The Idaho National Engineering
Laboratory chemical pnicessing plant was
shut down for a week while Department of
Energy officials investigated an accident
that spilled a small amount of radioacthre
gases into ths atmosphere. Dick Black-
ledge of DOE saya,."There were no person-
nel exposures, no contamination inside the
building, no damage to equipment omd the
environmental checks were all negative.~i
Warning Systems alerted the plant per-
sonnel, who immediately evacuated all
employees and notified the atllte, according
to Blackledge. DOE is still investigating
~e cause of the nuclear reaction. The plant
reprocesses fuel rods of enriched uranium
that have been, used in nuclear reactors.
Unller normal operating conditions, the
concentration of uranium in solution isnot
high enough to cause a sustained chain
resCtion, but on Oct. 17, such a reaction

. . took place for an instant, according to the
JACKSON HOLE OIL WELL The U.S. 'Idaho. Statesman. . .
Forest Service has approved GettyOiI Co.'.' .
application to drill an exploratory oil well· GRA YROCKS DAM WORK CON.
in Jackson Hole, WI/o. The weD will test . TlNUES. U. S. Eighth Circuit Co';rt
the production potenti~ of .. portion Of the Judge Roy Stephenson has ruled that work
Overthrust Belt. Unlike a previous drilling can continue on Gi'ayrocks Dam near
proposal on Cache Creek near Jackson Wheatland, Wyo., until his court hears ar-.-
Hole, the Getty-well did not stir much con- guments on the "case Nov. 14. A lower
troversy. Wyoming Sierra Club chairman court's itljuctions had stOpped work on the
Phil Hocker told the Jackson Hole dam and nullified (edera1loan guarantees
Guide, "It looked like t1ijs well could be for the power plant associated With it as a
handled in an environmentally sound result of a suit brought by sever8l en-
way." Both the Sierra Club and the Wi!-· Vlronmental groups and the state Df Neb-
derness Socjety expressed conOOmthat the flISka. Wyoming Gov. Ed Herschler and
Forest Service and . the U.S. Geological Nebraska Gov. J.J. Eton have appointe<!

, "Survey did not pay more attention to a an is-member committee to try to achieve
,1947 Ii1terior Department memorandum a compt'Qmise. .

For the second time Peter Kiewit Sons
has filed a eoal mining application for its
proposed Whitney mine in" Sheridan
County, Wyo. The firm's first application
was withdrawn two years ago after the
Powder River Basin Resource Council ob-
jected to the proposed site, in an alluvial
valley floor along the Tongue Ri ver.
The practice ofmining in alluvial valleys

is restricted by the federal strip mine bill
passed last year. Sources in Cheyenne,
Wyo., say that it appears from the mining A spokesman for Peter Kiewit Sons says
application. that Kiewit plans to challenge that speculation about any legal chal-
the constitutionality of the law. ~ lenges is "premature." The spokesman
Instead of filing a standard mine appli .. says, "NobOdy's going to prejudge this. I

cation form, the company submitted what would surmise that we're just trying to
almost amounts til a legal brief. Kiewit make a full statement in the application. I.
says in the application that denial of the hope and trust that we're going to ge,t what
permit on the grounds that the mine will be we're after.". '
in an alluvial floor "would be an uneon-
stitutional taking of the property without
due process of law." ~
The application also saysthatifthe per-

mit is denied because the mine is located in

SoIlr • wind· water· mettlane. etc.
The latest how-to informarion/
detailed pJans/i,nfor~tjon
$ourc./flquipme{lt listiflf/$.

lind more.

eaerJY news of the Rockiel and Great PlaiD8

PEABODY COAL FINED. For the fust
time in its two-year histofy, the Colorado
Mined Land Reclamation Board has fined a
coal company for violating the stilte recla-
mation code. The.Rocky Mountain News
reports that the boanl imposed a $19,000
fine on Peabody Coal Co. for failingto sepa-
rate topsoil from overburden removed from
21 acres of the Seneca Mine near Hayden,
Colo. Under state and feder81law, topsbil
must be saved and replaced when mined
lands are reclaimed. The company has de-
cided to waive its right to a hearing and
will pay the flne,
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by Hannah Hinchman

You no longer hear the white noise of
a tree full ofleaves in motion when you
walk by the cottonwoods and aspens.
You hear the scraping and clicking of
just the handful of leaves left, each in
its separate frenzy .
. The cottonwood seems to be a favorite
of insects. In the spring its tender
leaves are sticky, sweet-smelling and
often covered with ants. Since the cold.
nights have begun along the- Wind
River Range, aphids have been gather-
ing on the undersides of cottonwood

leaves. They stand immobile, in
clumps, and each morning a few more
have turned black. When I brought a
tear inside, I didn't realize that the
green aphids would revive. so quickly,
but they had dispatched themselves ac-
ross the desk' in a few momenta.

Our Indian Summer days - extend-
ing through most of October - have
been broken by one wet snowstorm, and
the familiar winter pattern of a turbul-
ent cloud ridge over the mountains has
begun. When the sky becomes unset-
tled it produces an array of different
cloud types - from low, broken, scud-
ding forms to high sheets, blown out
into huge streamers. They may all be
present in. the sky at once. In fair
weather at dusk you can watch the
cumuli disintegrate as the solar-heated
thermals cease for the night.
.The forks of the Popo Agie River have
maintained their flow this summer.
The Wind River's polished boulders are
exposed, but it is still flowing purpose-
fully. There was enough water for us to
relax about the drought; seeing the
snowfields on the high slopes in August

reassured us, too. We haven't heard any
firm predictions about the coming
winter, but Steve Douglas at Crook's
Mountain says his beavers haven't put
by many boughs yet.
Most of the robins have come and

gone in their nervous and restless way,
dippers are appearing along lowland
streams. and the duck migration is
under way. We've seen a long, list of

UneR~T ..

species at the nearby waterhole, includ-
ing shovelers, ruddy ducks and buf-
fleheads. Hunters say this is a good
year for moose, but the elk have yet to
descend from their' summer haunts.
Can anyone out there tell me why

flickers act so strangely in the fall? Isee
and hear them everywhere now,
perched on telephone wires, horse trail-
ers and rooftops.lookingindecisive.

-a, Bulletin Soard'
SOUTHCENTRAL WYOMING COAL

A draft. environmental statement on cos] _
development in southcentral Wyoming is
ready for public scrutiny. The area could be
producing an additional 6 million tons of
~,tI'l'illJlll!X b:j'.A!¥lA~f;lOOI'clj)lgJo .t\y!
Bureau' of Land -Management document.
Written commenta should be sent by Nov.
20 to Ed Coy, Team -Leader, Sootheentral
Wyoming Coal Environmental Statement,
Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box
670, ~wliD8, Wyo, 82301. A public hear-
ing will be held Nov. 21 in Rawlins.

POWDER RIVER BASIN COAL

The impacts of coal development in the
Eastern Powder River Basin of Wyoming
are discussed in a draft environmental
statement. recently published by the
Bureau of Land Management. The area
could produce about 173million tons of coal
annually by 1990, according to BLM.
Copies of the statement are available from
the state director, Bureau of Land Man-
agement, 2515 Warren Ave., P.O. Box
1828, Cheyenne, Wyo. 82001. Public hear-
ings will be held Nov. 28 in Gillette, Wyo.,
and Nov. 29 in Casper, Wyo. Written com-
ments should be sent by Nov. 27.

INDIANS AND SOLAR ENERGY

A conferenCe OIl alternative energy for
Indian reservations will be held in Albu-
querque, N.M., Dec. 5-7 at the Albuquer-
que Convention Center. The agenda will
Include discussions of the sun in Indian
culture, economic impacts of energy
trends, community self-sufficiency
through appropriate technology and exist-
'lug alternative energy projects on reserva-
tions. Demonatrations and displays will be
ollered on solar energy applications. The
registratiQn fee is $55. For more informa-
tion, contact the sponsor of the conference,
the Native American Natural Resources
Development Federation at 910 15th St.,
Suite~Denwr,~Io.80202orcall(303)
534-4484.

in Orem, Logan, Cedar City, Richfield,
Vernal and Price. For more information

Colorado Technical College iii Colorado contact the Utah Air Conservation Com-
Springs,Colo.,isofferingacoursedesigned mittee, P.O. Box 2500, Salt Lake-City,
to prepare students' for employment as· Utah 84110.·
solar energy technicians. The course offers
. an associate degree in applied science after .
two yean; and bachelor of science degree in
solar engineering technology after four
years. For information contact Dr. Tom
Forster at the college, 655 Elkton Drive,
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907.

SOLAR B.S.

UTAH'S AIR PLAN

Hearings on Utah's revised State Im-.
plementation Plan and Revised Air Con- .
servation Regulations, which are designed .
to achieve compliance with federal air reg-
ulations. will be held before the State'
Board of Health and the Air Conservation
Committee in December. The meetings
will be Dec. 6 in Salt Lake City and Dec. 7

RESOURCES CLINICS
I

.The National Wildlife Federation is set-
ting up two natural resources offices in,
Colorado to help train future lawyers and
wildlife professionals in solving environ-
mental problems. The clinics will also pro-
vide assistance on land use issues. Law
students and those training to be wildlife
professionals will 'work on environmental
problem solving, including litigation, in
such areas as air pollution, coal develop-
ment and strip mining law enforcement.
The clinic will have offices at the Univer-
sity of Colorado' in Boulder and Colorado
State University in- Fort Collins. For more
information; write NFW Natural Re-

SERVICE

~

~~.... Warm your home"K.... in winter.~".o.~,j:-..e'" Free Catalog.~\~«~~~ Pla.Ucratta .'.e.~~~ 2800N. SpeerBlvd.
7 ~\0 Danver, CO80211
~~ . 303-433-8801

DIRECTORY
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Jotul stoves will
I

be in short supply
this winter ....
Order now.
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sources Clinic, Campus Box 401, Univer-
sity of Colorado Law School, Boulder, Colo.
80309.

COLORADO'S AIR PLAN

Nov. 18-19 the Colorado Air Pollution
Control Commission will hear puhlic com-
menton its proposed State Implementation
Plan, which describes the methods Col-
orado will use to reduce air pollution to
meet federal air quality standsrds by 1982.
The plan must be submitted to the En-
vironmental 'Protection Agency for ap-
proval by Jan. 1. For moreinformation con.
tact the Colorado Department of Health,
4210 E. 11th Ave., Denver, Colo. 80220;

.w'..'!J!.~.;2.... ~
J ",

~ BACK TO THE LAND
...•• . . MAILING SERVICE

Receiye mailings from dozens of back-to-
the·land publications and busin'ess8a.
From solar and wind energy to dehydr,ators
and drip irrigation. Keep informed: save
time and postage. f'ecelve -mailings for six
months. $3 or write for information.

G. J OIltribU\ore, Dept. 11M. 4523 LIIb1th, .....
RoN, CA ISI01
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Nerve bombs make officials nervous
A potentially dangerous 'move of 900

Weteye nerve gas bombs from the Rocky
Mountain Arseoal at Denver to the Tooele
Army Depot in Utah is I!<iing fought by
Utah's Gov. Scott Matheson, He is sup-
ported by many environmentalists, by Col-
orado Sens. Floyd Haskell and Gary Bart,
and by Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm. Oppo-
nents of the move argue that the weapons
are obsolete and should be detoxified at
their present location. The Army's plan to
ship the bombs by air and ground military
transport would take the bombs near popu-
lated areas of Utah. r
After the Army filed its original en-

vironmental impact statement on the pro-
ject, three bombs were discovered to be
leaking, each from identical welda. A sup-

plementary impact statement was then
filed, which stated that although there was
stress at these welda, it wasn't of enough
magnitude to produce "cstsiJtrophic stress
corrosion cracks." The statement also
maintained that "there will be trained
technical personnel present (during the
move) to deal with any leak."
Because of postal delays, the state of

Utah receivedtheircopyofthesupplemen-
tal statement only two weeks before the
deadline for comments.
Matheson says papers have already been

drawn'up to file suit in U.S. District Court
to stop the move. The suit is based on the
failure of the Army to addreesall the issues
of the move in the environmental state-
ment.

Interior ponders' how to guard Alcsko
Since the legislation to protect Alaska's

federal lands died when Congress ad-
journed, millions of acres could be open for
development on Dec. 18. Interior Depart-
ment Secretary Cecil Andrus intends to
prevent this, however. A draft environ-
mental impact statement.just issued by In-

.Audubon begins
grassland study

The National Audubon Society is study-
ing four million acres of public lands
known as the National Grasslanda. The
Forest Service administers 'these larias,
Which were damaged during-the dustbowl
years of the '30s.
The study team will visit the lands and

discuss their management with ranchers,
Forest Service officials, biologists and
others. The purpose of the study is "to pro-
viae a broader base of public support for
proper management of the grasslands,"
which are among the fewsamples ofprairie
ecosystems in the federal land system.
For more information, contact Eugene

Knoder, 9250 West Fifth Ave., Lakewood,
Colo. 80226.

8011COUervatlOD Service photo
'GRASSI4NDS need a broader base
of public support, accordiDg to the
Natlo .... Audubon SocIety.

terior analyzes management alternatives
designed to protect 99 million acres of
Alaska until Congress can act on legisla-
tion in the 1979 session.

Some of the land is already partly pro-
tected under withdrawals made to P"9/"'Ct
the Alaskan natives' hunting and fishing
rights. However, Andrus wants to' add
, another layer of protection, since even
th ese lands would be open to mining explo-
ration if the Dec. 18 deadline passes and
the administration does nothing. The landa
could be protected under tl!e Antiquities .
Act of 1906, which allows the president to
set aside national monuments. The lands
could also be studied for wilderness desig-
nation under the 'Bureau of Land
Management's organic act..
Meanwh ite, Sen. Henry Jacks,!n

(D-Wash.) has promised swift action on
the bill when the Seriate reconvenes in
January. Rep. Morris Udall (D-Ariz.) is ex-
pected to push for action in the House.

Alaskans consider
homestead revival
A "homesteading" initiative will be on

the Alaska ballot on Nov. 7, which, if pas-
sed, will put up to 30 million acres of state
land up for grabs. The land, in 40- to
160-acre parcels, would be available to any
Alaska residents who file for it, regardless
of their intended use. .
A public interest-law group calledTrus-

tees for Alaska has challenged. the initia-
tive on the .grounds the state's constitution'
prohibits "appropriation" by 'initiative,
and that the U.S. Constitution prohibits
the "Alaskans-only" requirement. The
state's Supreme Court overturned a lower
court's ruling in favor of 'l}'ustees fdr
Alaska and ordered the initiative back on
the ballot until the court can make a final
determination.
The giveaway would include many state

lands SUlTQunded by federal .lands now
under consideration for wilderness desig-
nation. "
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... Colorado IHvWoD of WIldlIfe photo by Boa Da bar
THE BAN on coyote-ki11ingCompound 1080 could be llfted by flus spriDg,if
federal studies convince the Seeretary of Interior and the Environmental
Protection Agency that the substance is not harmfu1 to the environment.

" .

lnteriorto rule on cqY9t~;:;~mJng:'Ilr;n~thgsf
The lnterior Department says itwill de-

cide before lambing season next spring
whether to lift the federal ban on the use of
poison Compound 1080'to kill coyotes.
Oct. 19,U.S. District Court Judge Ewing

Kerr had told.attorneys that the decision in
a four-year-old'court case over.the poison
ban was political, not legal - and therefore
up to Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus. '1
am of the opinion that he (Andrus) has-a
duty as a secretary and' as a Westerner to

Radiation turns
sewage to feed'
Sandia Laboratories, supported by the

Department of Energy arid the U.S. En-
vircmmental Protection Agency, has
opened a $350,000 facility near Albuquer-
que, N.M., to explore possibilities for ir-
radiating sewage sludge. It is hoped the
process, which uses Cesium-137 as the
radiation source, will produce a product
useful as a, soil .conditioner, fertilizer or
animal feed supplement.
Cesium-137 is a byproduct of uranium

fission. The finished sludge product will be
free of residual radioactivity., according to
the Department of Energy.

Coming soon:
avalanche zoning?
The lOG-year flood theory also holda true

foravalanch es, according to the lnstituteof
Arctic and Alpine ReSearch in BOulder,
Colo. And like' flopd plains, many proven
avalanche runs in Colorado are being built
up with condominiums, homes, and ski
.ar~!J8. ".
, INSTAAR is leading an effort lD tJ:ain
builders, the'government, and the general
population to avoidbuilding in these areas.

attempt to save this vital industry (the
sheep industry) in t!>eWest," Kerr said.
The Interior Department responded to

Kerr in a letter, axplaining that two, doeu-
menta that would be the basis for Andrus's
decision were almost completed. "We have
not been idle," an Interior Department
spokesman told HCN. -
The spokesman said that Andrus's deei-

si011, expected in mid-winter, would be
baaed on a report called Predator"Dam-
age in the Weal: A Study of Coyote
Management Alternatives, which is
baing prepared by a panel of government,
environmental and livestock interests; aria
on a Fish and Wildlife Service environ-
mental statement on the current federal .:
program to control coyotes. Public hear-
ings on the draft statemant will probably
be.held in mid-December, according to the
department.
"We may ask for a lifting of the ban," the

Interior spok esman l!!lYS, "but at most it
will be on an exPerimental basis. And we
will be considering .other predator control
alternatives, too," he says.
The spokesman says Andrus has been

hearing both from livestock intetests, who
say. lifting th~ bon will cut their losses to
predators, and from environmental and
humane groups, who say the poison, can
harm other wildlife, dogs and people.
'It's been " tough one to handle. As gov-

ernor of Idaho, he knew a lot of folks en
both sides of .the issue."
An Interior recommendatiOn to ill. the

poison ban would have to be approved by
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, which banned use or interstate
transportation ofCoinpOund 1080 in 1972.
EPA recently refused Montana's request

to use 1080 on an experimental basjs, say-
ing that the state's proposal woiild not pro-
ride any new, information about ~ eIfectlI
of tha poison on DOD.taipt .njm8Ja
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THE SCHOOL LUNCH MENU was no space for a cafeteria, no govemment
subsidy, no experts whose job was to.insist

by Myra ConneU that children be well-nouriabed. Mothers
packed sandwiches of homemade bread,

E, week I drool over the delicious- butter andjelly--sometimes peanut butter
sou, >g school lunch menus, printed in . or meat. An apple or ,banana was a big
then vspaper, LastTuesda)':, forinBtance, treat.' '.
one of ~e local elementary ~ools ~as Wmle weather was fi~e we enjoyed eat-
serving plZZll,.butteJ:ed com, ~tJClIo WIth ing outdoors, picnic style. A lot of bartering
whipped toppmg,milk AND plckl~. Aetu'went on when. the other fellow's lunch
ally, these "lunches:' come close to being a. looked yummier than one's own,
full meal. But when winter's blasts whistled'
As the kids file into a shining, sanitary through the chinking between the logs and

cafeteria to partake of a warm, 'balanced snow blanketed the' ground, the cold sand-
repast at nominal coat, Ithink they have no wiches were less appealing ...
thought of how fortunate they are. Iwas about halfway through the grades
In the on ...room log-'hut U3 feet by 22 when one of our teachers initiated "hot

feet> where the kids of my generation ab- lunches ... Each day just before school
sorbed the rudiments of education, there closed, a hot dish for the next dey was

selected and each family assigned its con-
. tribution to be brought to school the follow-
ing morning. For example. if we chose
potato soup: pupils A and B were to bring
POtatoes, C an onion, D a jar of milk lind E
some butter.

TQ.efirst order ofbusiness the next morn-
ing was to get the soup cooking. Older girls,
who had nearly always had had experience
in their-mothers' kitchens, peeled potatoes
and onions and put them to boil in a big
kettle on top of the potbellied coal heater,

Of course the teacher had to supervise,
thus adding one more task to her arduous
day of teaching all subjects to all eight

- ......------------ State of Wyoming Public Notice
PURl'OIlE OP PUBLIC NOTICE ".
THE PURPOSE OPTHJSPUBLIC NOTICE IS T08rATE THE STATE QF WYOMING'S INTENTIO,N TO

ISSUE WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PEIlMITS UNDER THE PEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
ACT: AMENDMENTS OF 1972 (J7WPCAAl, P,L. 92-500 AND·THE WYOMING ENVIRONMENTAL QUAUTY
ACT: (36-11-101 .~ oeq., WYOMING STATUTES 1967, CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 1973),
rrI8THESTATEOFWYOMlNG'SINTENTIONTOISSUEWASTEWATERDISCHARGEPERMITSTOUl

ONE lIWIMMING POOL DISCHARGE AND (l) ONE on, TREATER DISCHARGE; AND TO MODIFY (3)
TIIIln INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGE PERMITS AND (3) THIRTEEN'MUNlClPAL DISCHARGE PERMITS
wrriml THE 8rATE OF WYOIlING, __

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(1) APPLICANT NAME: . CITY OF ROCK SPRINGS, WYOMING

"CMC CENTER SWIMMING POOL"

CITY OF ROCK SPRINGS
P.O:BOX898
ROCK SPRINGS, WYOMING 82901

Wy-0028061

a,~~Gb~D~,
r\ f1 C

'1'),;1,!

APPLICATION NUMBER:

The City of Rock SpriDp is conetnlcting a 8wimming pool at the City's Civic Center. Ba~wuh from the pool'B
filter system will be routed to Bitter Creek (Class IV stream), -
Due to the f'aet that the quantity ofdiacharge is expected to be am8l1and because Bitter Creek is not managed 88

• fllhery, the propoaed permit contains no emuent limitations or eelf·monitoring requirements. The expiration
date ie November 30. 1983.

(2) APPLICANT NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

PRENALTA CORPORATION

P,O. BOX 251'
CASPER. WYOMING 82602

PRENALTA GOVERNMENT 33-31-39-61
LEASE. SWI<., SEI<.. SECTION 31, T39N,
wnw, NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING

Wy-ClO28053

FACILI'!'Y LOCATION:

APPLICATION NUMBER:

Facility is a typical oil treater located inNiobrara County. Wyorniag. The produced water iaseparated from the
peeroIellJD, product through the QIe ofheater tJ"eater8 and skim poDO.The discharge is to Bridge Creek (CI888IV
stream) via an unnamed drainage.
The di8charge mu.lt meet Wyoming'a Produeed Water Criteria effective immediately. Chapter Vll of the

W:romiDl Water Quality Rulee and Regu1atiOIUl intel'B that 811100g 88 the Produced Water Criteria is met. the
wateriaMlitablefoi' benef'1cial UIe. Because the diechal'ge ia to a ClasalV stream, limitations more IItriqgent than
thole iDdicated in the Produced Water Criteria are ~ nee:e.eary to insure compliance with Wyoming's Surface
W .... Quality SOeadarda,
SeJDi..8IlDual aeIf'-moaitoring ill requind tor all parameten with the es.ception of oil and greaae which mU8t be

moDitored quarterly. The propoe8d ezpiration date is December 31t 1982.

(3) PERMlT NAME: AMAX COAL COMPANY

P.O. BOX 3006
GILLETTE, WYOMING 82716

BELLE A:YR lIIINE .
CAMPBELLCOUNTY,WYONUNG

IIAlLlNG ADDRESS:

PEIlMl'r NUMBER:
FACILlTY LOCATION:

Wy-0003514

EAGLE BUTI'E MINE
CAMPBELL COUNTY, WYOMING

PI!BMlTNuMBER: 'W1-0026016
Tbe Amaz Coal COmpany w .. lut iaoed a permit to diechargefrom ita Belle Ayr Mine 00 Marth 13. 1978. and
iiiEqle But*e Miue on April 10, 1978. Since that time the Company has requested permiuion to utilizea ~ationic
po1Jmer blown. Dowell MlBl w,coDtrol the total suapended IOlidacoDCentrati0D8diecharg~ at these facilities.
SiDcethilpolymercaD betosicto aquatic life in the rangeof3.5 mg per 1. itis neeeaea.ry to modify theBepermits to·
iDcllllle limitatiODll OIl the coDCeDtration· of tbi8 material.
on.::r.ur cIiec:luupa from the Belle Ayi miDe enter Caballo Creek which illla Clau [Istream with w~ water

.... ftIh aDd which at timet bu.,.,.. flow votu_. Jt is, ~ore, the ~tion of1.h~ ~art~~t ~at an
iDltW .......uslllllXi:mumlimitatiol:i of'3.0 lUI per 1 isnec:eeIll8l'Y to UllUfe protection or aquati!; hfe. LiwtatioD8 on
all otber pa1"8IIIe&el'I nm8iD 1IDChaDpd and comply with naticmal "belt predicable" treatment Illtandarde.
~-,,.~ttI ....-.....,,_ ..-.ni-,.nth ftlnntJtlv_lII<Wtmatntn..'O;""'11.tn_lIlUt11O'i_

grades. (These superwomen who taught
the rural schools are among our country's
unsung heroes.)

The hot soup ·helped to hold the frigid
weather at bay and made our afternoon
studies less brain-curdling;

We alsop:repared cocoa, tomato soup,
vegetable SQUP and mashed potatoes. Gorn
starch pudding laced with rich cream was a
Javorite. One time my mother sent elk and
vegetable stew, already prepared--enough
for the whole -crew.

I think we gained other things than
nourishment for our bodies by way of our
hot lunch plan: a sense of cooperation,
sharing and independence. '

But the earth revolved, population in-
creased and soon a strange word was ban-
died about-- "consolidation," The gumbo
roade were blacktopped and the orange
busses appeared. The country schools gave
way to complexes of brick and glass, And
the school 'lunch evolved from the single
kettle on top of the wood stove to the stain-
less steel efficiency of the modern school
cafeteria.
Who can prove that the new way repres-

ents true progress?

equal to the toxic limit (3.5 mg per I) is adequate to protect downstream ftsheries where dilution water will be .
available. Limitations on all other parameters remain unchanged and comply with national "beet practicable".
treatment standards. Periodic self-monitoring of the discharges is required with quarterly reporting to the
regulatory agencies. "
Because ofuncertaintiea concerning pending EPA regulations on toxic substances associated with coal mining,

short term permits with expiration dates of December 31, 1980 are proposed.

THUNDER BASIN COAL COMPANY
A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY Of THE
ATLANTiC RICHFIELD COMPANY

P,O, BOX 1589
l;lILLETTE, WYOMING 82716

BLACK THUNDER COAL MINE,
CAMPBELL COUNTY, WYOMING

MAIUNG ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-0024091

Atlantic Richfield's Black Thunder Coal Mine is a large open pit mine located near Reno.Junction, Wyoming.
The Company haa requested that ita existing discharge permit for this mine: be modified to eliminate the total
suspended solids limitation on discharge point 005 which oonaists of equipment washdown water. The Company
indicates that no total s~nd'ed solids Iimitat:ion is needed at thiS discharge point for \the following reasons: (1)
The discharge is routed tc an unnamed playa which will not overflow under any reasonable foreseen precipitation
event; (2) The soil of the playa is of poor quality and will be treated as '~8poil"during mine reclamation:; (3) The
entire playa will eventually bemined; and, (4) The expenditure of$50,ooo to $75,000 for suspended solids removal
is not justified since euapended solids will not cause any environmental dan~a,Ke in this case.
The Department is in basic1agreement with the Gompany in this matter and, proposes removal of suspended

801ids limitatiOnlll as requeeted. The limitation on oil and grease for this discharge will remain and the methbd and
freqUency of monitoring for that. p_arameter will become more strict since it is the one pollutant which could have

, serious environmental effeda in this case. .
In aclilition it is propoeed tltat the ui8ting permit be D'IOdi6edto change- the expiration date to December 31,

1980, from the existing expiration date ofDecember31, 1982. This change is necessary due to present uncertainty
regarding future EPA regulations on toxic substances associated with coal mining. -
The emuent limitations and self-monitoring requirements for all other discharge points (004, 006 and (07)

remain unchanged from the existing permit. The effiuent limitations ~re based on National Best Practicable
Treatment Standards for tlie coal mining indU8try.

(5) PERMlT NAME: TOWN, OF BAGGS, WYOMING ,',

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O, BOX 300
BAGGS, WYOMjNG 82321

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-0022686

(6) PERMI)' NAME:. FORT BRiDGER,SEWER DISTRICT

MAILING ADDRESS: P,O, BOX 53
FORT BRIDGER, WYOMING 62933

I

PERMIT NUMBER, Wy-0022071

(7) PERNUT NAME: TOWN OF HULETT, WYOMING

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O, BOX 278
HULETT, WYOMING 82720

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy~OO20214

(S) PERMIT NAME: TOWN OF LA G~N9E, WYOMING

MAILING ADDRES& P,O, BOX 185
I,A GRANGE, WYOMING 62221

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-l1021857

(9) PERMIT NAME, CITY OF LARAMIE, WYO~NG <
)

lIA1LING ADDREsS: P,O.BOXC
"{ .m A!ID \VINSON
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Cool development .dust plagues Powder River family
Paul Stuart, a 44-year-old rancher in

Wyoming's Powder River Basin, thinks
airborne dust is affecting the health of his
family and his livestock. His son has had a
respiratory infection for more than a year.
His daughter has an incessant cough and
sore throat. He and his wife both have lin-
gering colds. And .his cattle have an un-
usually high rate of pink eye.-·a viral
disease Stuart Claims is aggravated by
dust.
Stuart's ranch has always been subject to

.a certain amount of dust - it's a fact oflife
in the semi-arid northeastern comer, of the
state. But Stuart says most of his proble~
are due to coal development.
The Stuart ranch is surrounded by coal-

related activities. About 300 yards from
the ranch house is a dirt road owned by the
county that has become a major access
route to two coal mines. The mines, oper-
ated by Kerr- McGee and Atlantic Rich-
field, are about 10 miles from the ranch,

o The livestock in the pasture next to the
access road have the highest incidence of
pink eye of any on his ranch ...
Five miles from the ranch house is

another major source of dust - the eon-'

struction site for a railroad line to haul coal
from the mines. Burlington Northern. is
building the line from Gillette to Douglas,
Wyo., to connect the mines in the Powder
River Basin with two mojor east-west rail
routes.
"The dust from the cut and fill operations

is a major.problem," says Stuart. ~1 wish
those yahoos doing .the railroad would
clean it up or shut it down.".

Richard Schrader,. a district engineer
with the air quality division of the Wyom-
ing Department of Environmental Qual-
ity, has visited Stuart's ranch and says
there is probably a significant violation of
state ambient air standards caused by the
access road and the railroad construction.
He says he would have to set up a monitor-
ing program to prove. there is a violation
and to require dust suppression practices.

Schrader says he hopes Stuart's prob-
lems will be solved without having to set up
an elaborate monitoring program. He says
representatives of Burlington Northern
plan to meet with Stwlrt to tIltk about the

railroad dust problem. Schrader says the
county road is bad now because it is under"
construction. It will eventually be paved - '
probably by next summer.

Last week Stuart took his six-year-old
son, Troy, to see a lung specialist in De-
nver. Stuart says the doctor hasn't been
able to link the ailment to the .dust yet.
While in Denver he spoke at public hear-
ings held by the federal Office of Surface
Mining on regulations to implement the
federal strip mining act .

OSM's proposed regulations call for fugi-
tive dust control during "site preparation,
coal mining and reclamation operations."
Haul roads and access roads are specifi-
cally mentioned as dust sources that
should be regulated. Stuart believes his
problem areas - a public road used for
access to mines 'and a railroad that hauls
coal - should be subject to regulation.

Dust control measures that could be re-
quired include watering or applying chem-
ical stabilizers to dust sources, paving dirt
roads, covering coal storage sites and
prompt revegetation.

DUST from activities' related to coal
mining may be·the 'cause of one Pow-
der River Basin ranch family's suffer-
ing.

(10) PERMiT NAME,

MlULING ADDRESS,

. TOWN OF LINGLE. WYOMING

P.O. BOX 448
LINGLE, WYOMING S2223

PERMIT NUMBEl< Wy-0021849

(11) PERMIT NAME,

MAILING ADDIlES&

TOWN OFMElliCnffi BOW, WYOMING

P.O. BOX 156
MElliCnffi BOW. WYOMING S2329

PERMIT NUMBER, WY-l!020257'

• TOWN'OF M1LUI. WYOMING(12) PERMIT N;\ME,

MA[LING ADDRESS, . DRAWER 789 I

MILLS, WYOM[NG 82644

Wy-0020206

TOWN OF MOORCROFT; WYOMING

P.O. BOX 96
[09 CONVERSE STREET
MOORCROFr, WYOM[NG 82721

PERMIT NUMBEIt

<I3) PERMIT NAME,

MAILING ADDRESS,

PERMIT NUMBER: Wy-0021741

TOWN OF MOUNTAlN,VIEW. WYOMING

P.O. BOX_249
MOUNTAIN VIEW, WYOMING 82939

Wy-Q022896

(14) PERMIT NAME:

MA[LING ADDRESS,

PERMIT NUMBER,

. (15) PERM[T NAME, TOWN OF UPrON. WYOMING

P.O. BOX 203 .
UPrON. WYOMING 82730

MAIUNG ADDRESS:

PERMIT NUMBEIt

(16)PERMIT NAME,

MAILING ADDRESS,

Wy-0020605

CITY OF WORLAND. WYOMING

P.O. BOX 226
WORLAND. WYOMING 82401

Wy-0020[76

The msting permits for these Towns require only that the eziating facilitieS be operated at maximum efficiency,
however, the Towne have now been- otTered Federal construction grant funda which JDeIUl8 the wastewater
treatment facilities must now be upgraded to meet Federal emuent.standarde and Wyoming's in-stream water
quality standards. The propoSed permit8 include limita~ions on 80D6, total residual chlorine, total suspended
solids, fecal colifonn bacteria and pH. A schedule of compliance to meet these limitations must be submitted by
each Town by February 1" 1979. Upon receipt and approval, the schedule of compliance will become an enfo~able
part of each permit
All of the proposed permit8, with the exceptions of the Town of Upton and Worland, oontain a limitation on

ammonia which is designed to insure compliance with Wyoming's in-stream water quality standard for that
parameter. Since the State considers ammonia removal to 'be tertiary treat-ment, the achievement ~r·that
limitation will be required only if Federal construction grant funds for tertiary treatment are otTered..
At this time it appears that violation of Wyomj.ng's in·stream 8tandards for di880lve~ oxygen will not occur at

any of these facili.tie8provided National Secondary TreatmentStandards are achieved. This poIitioo will continue
to be evaluated (and the permits modified if neceB8ary)-as more infonnation becomes available.
The proposed permits contain It section which require8 the Towns to begin pl~ing for expansion of,the

wastewater treatment facilities once 80 percent of the iiesign flow is reached.
The proposed permits require the monitoring of allli~ted parametenl on a routine basis with reporting of

~sulta q~rly. The permits are scheduled to expire October 31, 1983.
All of the Towns have been exempted from meeting Federal eftluent requirements by July 1, 1977 since, in

accordance with Federal requirements, they specifically requested an exemption due to the previoU8 unavailabil·
ity of Federal construction grant funds. In arldition, the Towns requested and receiv~ 1e1l88tringent limitations on•• _. ~ _. _•.~__ ,_~._~".,.. .. .. ...... '-" '''~L__..• L_~_'''' • '''_-L_L''' __

I
It mould be noted that the existing waste treatment facilities at Mountain View ate very new and it iI very

likely that. tIlil ayatem will meet Semndary Trestment ~tandarda without further upgrading.

(I7) PERMIT NAME,

MAlLlNG ADDRESS,

TOWN OF THAYNE, WYOMING

.P.O. BOX 298
THAYNE, WYOMING 83127

Wy.Q025896. PERMIT NUMBEIt

•
The wastewater treatment facilities serving the Town ofTha~. Wyoming, COIlIiatofIitwo cell lagoon (first cell
iIaerated) followed by a apraJ irrigation system. For numeroua reaaona thill)'ltem i8 notoperating'proper1y aDd
partially treated waste is DOW being diecharged· acroaa an open field and into Flat Creek (Class U 8tntam). Tbit
diecharge is not authoJ;i.zed by tbe.Town's exi8ting pen:pit"how,ve,r, ve~ permission foI' tl:J.is ~ ,,_
granted by this Departme~t inApril of1978, when it becaDn! apparent that theenstiDgly&tem would not operate
without significant modificatioils. In addition to lhe unauthorized discharge, there is • drain eystem which
underlies the lagoon system. The purpo81fof the drain system is to lower the water table around the treatment
facility. The drain system has two discharge points to Flat Creek; 001, which is the lOuthemmost drain, and ()()2,
which is the nortbemlD08t drain. Aalong 81 the lagoons are properly lined, it is not eXpected that the underdraiDI
wUl discharge anything but uncontaminated groundwater, however, because of the poteatial for flaws ill the
lagoon liners, the underdraina do at least "threaten" to discharge pollution to surface waten of the State and
therefore are required to be covtred by a discharge permit in accordance with W.s. 35-11-301(a)0). The proPoaad
pemlit doea not set any specific efflqerit limitations or self-monitoring requirementl CordiJch8rgea 001 and 002,
however, the proposed permit contailllianguage which would allow modification of the pennit if the Department.
determined that such requirements were nec:elBary in the future. .
Because the existing system is not operating properly, the Town has been granted additioDal funds to upgrade

the plant to meet the original objective which is to have no discharge ofpollutanta to surface waten of the State. It
is anticipated that the modifications to the plant necessary to achieve that goal will be achieved by September 1,
1979, and all unauthorized discharges must end by that date.
The great nuY'orityof the W8I!Itebeing treated by the Town originates from the Star Valley Cheel!llSCorporation's

. plimt. There are two"rnajor problema with the current waste stream from the cheese plant which will have to be
corrected before the Town's system, even after the modifications. can be expected to work. First, there is alarp
- amount of lactose waste being discharged to the system. To date, the cheese plant has not agreed to remove this
laeto!le waste. ~nd. the cheese plant has'a large volume of uncontaminated cooling water' which is being
discharged to the Town's system which is reducing the treatment efficiency oftbeTown'splant. Again, todate, the
cheese plant hlllI not agreed to remove this waste stream. "
The major modification to Thayne's permit concems the Town's control of the cheelle plant's diaebarge. The

proposed .,ennit requires the Town and the cheese plant to reach agreement on the following items: (l) A
~.limitation on the amount of BODS discharged by the cheese plant to the Town's system of2,500 lbs per day; (2) A
limitation on the now volume diecharged by the cheese plant to the Town which would require the cheese plant to
eliminate the cooling water diechargea to the Town'8 system; and, (3) A requirement that the Tori and cheese
plant reach agreement on monitoring and reporting the quality and quantity ofwaatewater being di~ by
the cheese plant to the Town's system. Regardle880fwhich party does the monitoring, the Town wilfbe,required to
i-eport the results on a monthly basis. ' . - • .,
, The actuallimitationa on flow and BODS ooncentration must be achieved by September t, 1979, which is the

. projected date for completion of the upgrading of the Town's wastewater treatment system. The proposed permit
require8 the Town to submit a draft. agreement designed to meet items 1,2 and 3 atJove to this DepBrtmenton or
before February 1, 1979. Within ten daysofapproval of the draft; by this Department the draft mUltbepreeented to
the cheese plant. The final agreement between the Town and the cheese plant must be finalized by June 1, 1979.
The permit contains language which allow8the Department to take enforcement action against eitherthe Town or
the cheese plant if good faith in negotiating the agreement is not shown.
The proposed permit containa, an expiration date of No:vember' 30. 1983.

STATE-EPA TENTAT[VE DETERMINATIONS
Tentative determinationa have been made bytheState ofWyo~inCQOperation with the EPA8ta1frelativeto

effluent limitations and conditions to be imposed'on the permits. These Jimitationa sod conditions will888UJ'8 that
State water quality standards and applica~e provisions of the FWPCAA will be pro~.

PUBIJC COMMENTS .
Public comments are invited any time prior to December 4, 1978. Comment may be directed to the Wyomi.Dg

Department ofEnvironmental Quality, Water QuaiityDivision, Permits Section, Hathaway Building. Cheyenne,
Wyoming 82002, or the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region vm, Enforcen:Qm.tDivision, Pehnite
Administration and CompJiance Branch, 1860 Lincoln Street, Denver, Colorado 80295.. All comments received
prior to December 4, 1978, will be oonsidered in the formuJatioo of final determinations to be ~ on the
pennita.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
_ Additioriiil information may be obtained upon request by calling the State ofWyoming, (307) 777-7781, or EPA,
(303) 327-3874, or by writing to the aforementioned addreseea.
..~c:om~leu: apr~ica~ions, draft permits and related documents are available for review and reproductiOn at the-
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by RObert Redford, Grosset .md Dun-.
lap, New York, 1978. $19.95,' cloth, 223
pages. Photographs by Jonathan
Blair. -

Etta Place, granddaughter of the Earl of _
Essex and Butch Cassidy's lover haunts us
with her grim beauty. '
Redford is not a great writer. Occasion-

ally he comes out with a sentence such as:
"The only law was that of the fastest gun,"
the language of'bad movies. But for most of
the way he is a good writer, and as any good

Review by Peter Wild

Hang on activists, weary from long bat-
tles with oil conglOmerates, lumber barons
and other dividers of the land. Who is this
.ri~ out of the Old West bringing succor,
the top ofhis Ilombrero shot away but both
guns blazing?- Is it Tom Mix, the SUndance
Kid? '
No, but almost. It's Robert Redford! Of

Jeremiah Johnson and The Great
Gatsby fame, Redford is no stranger to
environmentaJ "iin\>roglios. A couple of
years ago he teiuned up with Ed Abbey and
others to block construction of the
Kaiparowits Power plant. The technologi-
cal gift to southern Utah would have bles-
sed pristine wilderness with ~ permanent
and noxious cloud. He was so successful
that residents of Kanab burned Redford in
effigy, then roasted hot dogs over the coals.
This book is the result of the actor's long

love affair with wild country and his fasci-
nation with Western -history. The Outlaw
'!'rail was nat 90 much a route of travel as a
series of hand it hideaways in vast and rug-
ged terrain between Montsna and the Mex-
ican border. Desperados Butch Cassidy,
Jesse James and Calamity Jane withdrew

• to the strongholds of Hole-in-the-WaJI, While I was laid up in the hospital re-
Brown's Park and Robbers' Roost to count cently, my friend Frank Odasz presented
their stolen gold, lick their wounds and me with a copy of this Dee Brown hook
make merry. On assignment for National about 'the building of America's Western
GeOgrllp'liic magazine, in 1975 Robert railroads. Frank, who is the Western reg-
Redford spent three weeks riding the sec- ional manager for Energy Transportation
tion of the trail between Kaycee, Wyo., and Systems, Inc., the coal slurry pipeline com-
Glen Canyon Dam in Arizona, "to see for pany, has not built a reputation as a great
myself what remained of the Outlaw Trail fan of the railroads. So I immediately sus-
before it was too late." I pected that Brown's book might paint an
We find that much indeed remains. With unflattering portrait of them. ,

an "energy gained through passion," we Well, coal slurry pipeline fans can rest
assured that Dee Brown thinks as little of

--------------- the, railroads as they do. However, Brown
has not written a diatribe, but simply an
entertaining and thoroughly-researched
account of the railroad-building fever that
grabbed the nation's imagination -in the
late 18008.
Brown lays out a fascinating story of

greed, corruption and exploitation. He
says, "By the 1880s, railroad-building'in

•
America had become the national get-
rich-quick game. Promoters by the score

climb with Redford into outlaw cav.es, exp- leaped into the competition, building rail-
lore bandit' cabins, and interview roads helter-skelter across the face of the
90-year-old Lula Betenson, Butclt land. Few of them were planned 'to meet
Cassidys sister. This is 'no frothy produc- any transportation needs. They were huilt
tion of a Hollywood stsr trading on his solely for the purposes of financial exploi-
name. Researcher Redford'gives us more tation, not for the people o(the nation, who

~ than ,an exuber~t feel for the changing ultimately paid for them over' ,and over
landscapes. He discuases the politics; the again .. , t)lus perpetuating the most ab-
clashing personalities resulting in feuds surd railway system in the world."
and shOot outs, ~e bizarre romances biit- Brown's essential premise is that the
ween outlawS and mistresses, On page 188 • railroads were built to allow the

IlEABTBAT
LONHSOME
WHISTLEBLOW ',-
by Dee Brown, Holt, Rinehart and Win-
s_ton, 1977. $12.95 hardcover, 311 pages,
illustrations.

Review by Dan Whipple

With its / "shopptng-
center' mentality," the
nation ls' "losing too
much of what was
good," Redford says.

QuantiW ~OOKS , ' Amou .....t
Pioneer (on~ervationisis@il1...95 _~_....,.

, In 1975Robert Redford rode between Kaycee,
Wyo., and Glen Canyon Dam inArizona "to see
for myself what remained of the Outlaw Trail
before it was too late." J

who with a wink -in his eye can spin a y:arn
and twirl a rope. I

All along his route the local people
speak., creating one of the richest and often
most humorous aspects of the book, Slurp-
ing beer from cans and growing philosophic
around a camp fire, Redford's band turns to
the subject of marriage. Redford's sidekick,
Ed Abbey, has little to say on the topic, but
one cowboy admits he's -had a few
wives--then adds drolly that the "last one
coulda hunted bear with a toothpick." Red-
ford also hobnobs with ranchers and takes '
time out to stop in Lander, Wyo" a';d say
hello to the HeN staff,
As to the photographs in this format-

sized volume, Jonathan Blair does what. I
'Th,,:,ugho~t the early history of Ameri- .would call a superb if not awesome job. He
can railroading, few ofthe main characters ,blends a pictorial account of the Redford
can ~ called u~eroes." F~w can even be trek with rare photographs of outlaws- and
called ~onest, m Brown'a account, The" lawmen, Among these photographic de-
legislation. that estabhshed the official lights there is perhaps a surplus of full-
sanction and the land grants for the ralls, page color pictures of Robert Redford-R'R
west - the Pacific Railway Act - was pas- ' riding his horae, RR hitching his borse to
sed after the liberal application offunds to a rail, RR getting blitzed with new-fctmd
influential congressmen and stock from friends. The bobbysoxers will squeal.
one of '~e em~rgmg railroad companies, But the message? Beside thejoy of the
the UnIOn Pacific, book, the message is always there. The au-
At the same time he was puahlng the thor observes "the sprawling hand of the

Pacific Railway Act, the head of the UP, developer" cutting up the land around
Dr. Thomas Durant, established the Rock Springs, Wyo." and the oil .com-
notorious .Credit Mobilier. This "dummy panies in Vernal, Utah, forcing out people
corporation" assured that the dollar cost of who have lived and worked in the country
the railroad would finally be about twice for,generations. The book is a.statement of
what it needed to be, The extra cash went to the environmental concerns that motivate
Durantandhisfellowpartnersinthe8cam~ Redford's activism. In his view; with its·
The partners included a number ofinfluen. "shopping-center mentality," the nation is
tial congressmen who had supported "losing too much of what was good."
Durant's Pacific Railway Act.

Though scoundrels occupy center stage,
there are also a number of impresslve mo-
ments in this history - the feats of the
immigrant Chinese and Irish laborers, the
railroad-land settling Mennonites and the
honest men who engineered the railroad,
trying to do it atreasonable cost. '

The only complalnt'to be raised with the
book is that, in the early chapters, Brown
assumes too much knowledge on the part of
his readers. For instance; many people
know that Credit Mobilier was a major
American scandal, ranking right up there
with TeaP9t Dome and Watergate. The
railroad scandal nearly brought down one'
of the country's most popular presidents,
Ulysses S. Grant. We all studied it in the
fifth grade.
However, few of us actually know how

the scam worked and Brown skims ovet it a
little too quickly to provide-,a thorough un-
derstanding. But, for anyone interested in
the roo~ of present-dsy railroad behavior,
Brown's book makes fascinating reading.
It could iiJduce a few people to support a
coal slurry pipeline. '

writer he lets, his material present itself,
Sympathetic Redford ..who can get tight-
lipped locals to open up--is especially in-
terested in that dying hreed, the range-
hardened and now hard-pressed Westerner'

speculators to grab the immense amounts
of land that Congress authorized for each
mile of track completed as the railroads
pushed toward the Western sea. By the
time rail lines extended from the Missis-
sippi to the Pacific Ocean, private railroad
companies had claimed 155 million acres of
public lands - about one-tenth of the en-.
tire land area of the United States. '
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