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by Dan Whipple

Wyoming may be the only state in the
Union where nearly everyone calls the
congressman and senators by their first
names. It is a large state with a small popu-
lation and a tradition of personal contact
politics. Rep. Roncalio (D) is “Teno,” Sen.
Hansen (R} "Cliff,” and Sen. Wallop (R)
"Malealm?

Wyoming is a conservative state and its
delegation, particularly its senators, re-
flects it. But it is also a state that recog-
nizes that "conservative” and “conserva-
tion” are words originating from the same
root, and that a conservative philosophy
does not necessarily indicate a lack of con-

+ cern for the environment.

Roncalio and Hansen are retiring from
Congress at the end of the year. Wallop has
four years remaining in his term. Wallop
was elected with strong environmental
support. but environmentalists are now
saying that Wallop's performance in office
has not fulfilled the promises he made
while campaigning.

Wallop, a Republican, was a maverick in
the state legislature, who frequently led

fights for environmental protection. He
was elected to the Senate in 1976, defeat-
ing incumbent Gale McGee. Environmen-
talists were sol:dly behind Wallop based on
his record in the state, and the Casper

‘Star-Tribune attributed about 5,000

pro-Wallop votes and a number of cam-
paign workers to this support.

While Wallop's environmental record in
the Senate has been disappointing to many
Wyoming environmentalists, they are re-
luctant to criticize too harshly in public.
One says, "We don’t want to come down too
hard on him, because we know that we
have to work with him for at least four
more years. And, we have hopes that he
will come around.”

‘Wallop's most criticized stances have in-
volved the Clean Air Act. Ron Rudolph, an
energy consultant for Friends of the Earth
inSan Franciscowhowas very active in the
Clean Air controversy, says, “His record
during the Clean Air vote was abomina-
ble.”

During committee discussions of the,
legislation, Wallop introduced an amend-
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ment that would have allowed significant
amounts of air pollution in the national
parks and wilderness preservation sys-
tems. The drmy g ly opposed
by environmental groups, was withdrawn
at the request of the Public Works Commit-
tee, Rudolph says.

In addition, Wallop supported the

kening of tailpipe emissi tandard

for automobiles.

Finally, he opposed the provision for
Best Available Control Technology
(BACT) for all power plants, regardless of
the sulfur content of the coal used. This
provision, which will require expengive
sulfur dioxide scrubbers on all new plants,
was approved in the final legislation.

Wallop told the American Mining Con-
gress last year that the requirement
“eliminates the economic incentives to
burn and thus mine or develop more low-
sulfur coal,” of which Wyoming is a major
producer. Since state envigonmentalists
feel that coal development poses a major
threat to the state, they are upset with
Wallop over this stand.

Wallop says his position is misunders-
tood. He says, “The clean air legislation

{eontinued on page 4/

help,

by Joan Nice

The National Center for Appropriate
Technology in Butte, Mont., is pushing pro-
jects that don’t seem controversial — solar
heaters, wood stoves, windmills,
greenhouses, fish farms and compoest
heaps.

But after only about a year in operation,
the center is being criticized by other pub-
lic interest groups, utilities, and the fed-
eral government. Some members of the
NCAT staff say the group also is disliked
by nuclear and coal companies.  Most ob-
servers inside and outside of NCAT say
that problems have been primarily ad-
ministrative ones: NCAT mushroomed
into existence and has been nearly de-
voured by a public hungry for its grants. It
didn’t have the leadership or experience to
deliver what it promised, they say.

"They haven't done enough yet to make"
industry mad at them. They're just insec-
ure,” says a Montana environmentalist.

Other observers blame the U.S. Com-
munity Services Administration for some
of NCAT's problems. NCAT, a private cor-
poration with a budget of $3.8 million last

Photo by Mi. States News Service
SEN. CLIFF HANSEN, retiring from
politics, was not all that environmen-
talists wanted, but at least they could
talk to him.

gets criticism

year, nearly shut down during March,
April and May because no action had been
taken on its second-year funding proposal.
By June 1 renewed funding from CSA was
assured, but at a lower level — $3.303 mill-
ion — than NCAT wanted.

Another sign of trouble was the firing of
NCATs executive coordinator, Jim

(continued on page 6)

The Supreme Court
rules that endangered
species have ‘‘the
highest priority,” and
blocks the Tellico dam.
Story on page 10.
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Dear HCN,

Utah is in desperate need of a conser-
vationist in the state and federal govern-
ments, There is too much here to let things
bappen like Kaiparowits, IPP, CUP, etc.
Our Utah delegation is selling Utah out
from underneath us, and there is nothing
that a citizen can do about this. Voting
dmtmmtbemuuﬂwmmmmnny

depends on the costs of energy for many
yearsinthe future — and on the premium a
future home-buyer may be willing to pay
for a well-insulated home (since the aver-
age home is sold every five years or so).

Even inJackson's Hole, Wyo., insulating
to R-30 is of doubtful value now, but as
power costs rise to double or triple present
levels (still below the national average),
the cost of extra insulation will be répaid. If
you've sold the house, though, you may not
care.

1 agree with McGrew that cost-
effectiveness is a good way to measure the
value of insulation, along with solar

energy and other conservation measures. -

But we don't have any way of accounting
for the use of non-renewable resources in
our present cost system. What's needed is
not government standards requiring 6 or
10 inches of insulation, but a means for
mcludmg the cost of exhaustmg non-

people whovote for of his
religions views.

Thank you for making more people
aware of this with Joan Nice's article on
Utah's delegation.

Annette Edginton
Salt Lake City, Utah

SHEEP’S PLACE

Dear Editor:

After reading the letters section of the
1-13-78 issue of HCN, I am compelled to
write to you about the Frank Cox, of Moab,
Utah, "Mutton, Wool, Unnecessary” letter.

In our modern days, sheep may have a
purpose in the natural role of wild things —
supplanting the natural foods produced

gy sources in our equations.

Perhaps & system of taxation based on the

scarcity of each resource would correct the
balance.-

Difficult questions. Thanks to you for

helping us all to look beyond the simple
answers.

Phil Hocker, architect
Wilson, Wyo.

NO MIRACLE WORKER

Dear HCN,

Dick Carter is no miracle worker (HCN
5-5-T8, p. 1. He stumbles around groping
like s]l of lhe other hard working and

from pre-Caucasian lands which are now
fully occupied or “improved” by human
bipeds. While the average shepherd may be
unconscious of the fact, in the larger scope
of things, sheep may well be designed by
nature for a predator's lunch.

The supreme predator — the human —
may have some, little, or no use for sheep.
Ush are ble of predatory choice
through intelligence and our sanio-
economic environment. At present, in oar
nation, our interest in sheep has deciimed

d envi lists in Zion!

The successes so far in Utah, including
Lone Peak, which is only one of the sig-
nificant changes in the way our elected and
government agency officials are looking at
the usesof land, have resulted not from one
or even ten individual voices. Utahns are
learning that we can have an impact on
natural resource decision-making proces-
ses, particularly when the voice is a strong,

vocal and coalesced voice.

The Utah delegation and governor have
surprised many folks with their favorable
views on some environmental issues. The
problem, hawever, has been inconsistency
Senator Jake Garn supported a Lone Peak
Wilderness and over the last few weeks has
indicated support for a High Uintas wil-
derness and is supporting 92% of Canyon-
lands as wilderness. On the other hand, the
senator has introduced a bill to sell federal
public lands te the state.

Congressman Dan Marriott opposed
H.R. 39 (Alaska National Interest Lands:
in the interior committee because of “too
many unresolved questions concerning the
large amount of wilderness. . . .”

Congressman Gunn McKay pushed hard
for the unnecessary paving and construc-
tion of the Big Spring Bridge in Canyon-
lands National Park. Congressman McKay
also has maintained that any area under
oil and gas lease, even though it is roadless
and also contains high wilderness values,
should not even be considered for wilder-
ness.

These men, however, are not closed to
wilderness. And with the continued

mfuvnroflmportedar nltematwe d
1
vely

Perl'mps future energy costs for ihe al-
ternatives may renew our domestic in-
terest in sheep. In any case, production of
edible or wearable products from low value
shrubs (renewable resources) by low
energy consumption means means sheep
and a shepherd can't be 100% wrong.
Parhaps it's our system of managing sheep
that's unacceptable.

Xanthium Charlie
Salmon, Idaho

NOT JUST COSTS

Dear HCN,

Thanks for another thoughtful article
(“Insulation Push,” 21 April) digging
beyond the surface of the energy-
insulation mythology.

McGrew's debunking of over-insulation
comes as old news to anyone who's been
fiddling with the energy costs of homes for
a while. He's right — but don’t get carried
away in the other direction, either.

The important point is that energy effi-

ﬂmhkumnlnnntym.wtb]ankztlp—

I'm sure
McGrew szl'sen S0 beware of creating a
"new wrruct standard.

the ic benefits of in-
lulahwumnudiﬂicu]tﬂmnmtm-
struction calculations. The rules for figur-
ing how strong a floor should be are stan-
dardized and accepted..and they don't
change with time (until the owner installs
a waterbed). But the value of insulati

$500
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dialogue and professionalism in the en-
vironmental movement in Utah great re-
sults can be achieved. Not miracles. Hard
work and commitied Utahns must con-
tinue their advocacy,

Dick Carter
The Wilderness Society
Salt Lake City, Utah

MORE, PLEASE

Dear High Country-ers,

This is a brief appendix to the guestion-
naire | returned last week. Please, please
keep publishing more stufllike "God Bless
America, Let's Sa ve Some of It.” by Edward
Abbey (May 19, 1974 Thank yas.

Jolin Nehring
Canon City. Colo.

HELIOPHAGOUS

The sea's chain of life begins with
phytoplankton. These minute plants
convert the sun's radiant energy into
carbohydrates. Zooplankton (small
animals) eat the phytoplankton, which
are fed upon by larger crustaceans and
fish, and these feed man. Thus man
can be called heliophagous or “'sun
eating”’.

%S!E“e ;;-:.5'-00 Pem"-(m'““'“g P°“°Se) Send orders to:

“Adults Man doesn't make enaugh use of the
Quantity Size sun. But he's learning. High Country
small (34- 36) News is reporting the growth of solar
——— Bmall energy use in the West. It's very much
oo S A med:ﬂﬂ'l@ﬁ-@ like being on a new frontier. Join us,
— lage (4244 won't you? Subscriptions are $12 for
( ) 25 issues.
—_xlarge(d6-48)
_If that Enciosed is §12; send HCN to:
nams
ity
stats zip
.| HCN, box K.,
.|Lander, Wy. 881 not convinced? Ask for a sample copy.
.| 82520 Send to: HCN, Box K, Lander, WY 82520
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Business before health in Salt Lake

by Justas Bavarskis

Three years ago, the now defunct Energy
h and Devel Admini

tion picked the consulting firm of Ford,
Bacon and Davis, Utah, Inc., of Salt Lake
City, to assess the hazards posed by aban-
doned uranium tailings piles, most of them
in the Rocky Mountains. As part of its
‘work, the company compiled a cost-benefit
analysis.

It concluded, for example, that it would
cost $8.6 million to haul the Vitro pile from
near downtown Salt Lake City to a prop-
osed airport expansion and use the tailings
as fill. That option, the firm said, would
save almost 0.2 lives in 25 years for every
million dollars spent. It presented other
options, ranging from $550,000 for doing
very little to $30 million for burying the
pile in the desert 90 miles from the city.
Each option would save so many lives for so
many dollars.

Ford, Bacon and Davis, in effect, was in-
wviting the federal government. to set a dol-
lars and cents figure on the value of human
life.

The Salt Lake City-County Board of
Health now has gone Ford, Bacon and
Davis one better. While openly acknow-
ledging that the Vitre pile is a health
hazard that grows more hazardous as one
gets closer to itand its radon emissions, the
board nonetheless has voted to allow build-
ings to move closer to the leftovers from the
nuclear weapons program. The action cuts
the comstruction moratorium around the
pile in half — from four-tenths of a mile to
350 yards.

There can be little argument with the
board’s position that, since the federal gov-
ernment was responsible for the pile in the

first place, the federal government should
take the lead in getting rid of it.

There is some validity, too, to the argu-
ment that the federal government does ap-
pear, after 15 years of denial and procras-
tination, to be starting to study the feasi-
bility of preparing to think about consider-
ing the possibility of cleaning up the Vitro
and other uranium piles.

But until the federal government does
assume responsibility, the Salt Lake
City-County Board of Health is not ab-
solved of its responsibility to protect
health. Its decision amounts to a cost-
benefit analysis in which the costs are
human health and the benefits go to a few
industries.

Guest editorials do not necessarily
represent the opinions of HCN.

Responsible spenders, the HCN staff

Stories, photos, expenses.

Iund dollars, too.

and stringers collect travel exp at

are tax-deductible. Con-

five cents per mile (sleeping bag space
and nourishment included) from the
fund.

Fact-gathering phone calls are also
supported by the fund. An effort is
made to call after five at the lower rate.
Many photos in HCN are paid for with

lnhute to the fund today, won't you?
You'll be helping us do our best for the
Rocky Mountain region.

Make out checks to Wyoming En-
vironmental Institute — HCN Research
Fund, and send to: WE|, P.O. Box 2497,
Jackson, Wyoming B3001. Thank you.
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Water policy leaks slightly

The recently announced water policy of
the Carter administration can safely be
called a step in the right direction. The
\rerdm on how large a step itis must await

ion of the Is and deci-
sions on future dam projects. However, we
commend the president for his courage in
tackling a difficult problem. One man's
pork barrel is often another man's vital
water development project. An administ-
ration is, at long last, addressing the issue
of what constitutes a worthwhile water
project. And, the criteria it is using gener-
ally seem to be reasonable.

‘There is, however, one loophole in the
plan that is as large as Glen Canyon Dam.
The B0O water projects already authorized
by Congress will be exempted from com-
pliance with many provisions of the policy.
For instanece, states will not be required to
assist in the funding of authorized proj

Among these projects are the Narrows in
Colorado and the Garrison in North
Dakota. These projects will not be required
to “prove themselves” under the water pol-
icy criteria — a test they would surely fail.

A second failure in the program is the
exemption of agriculture from the water
conservation measures. Water projects
that are "needed” by inefficient agricul-
tural operations are just as much a boon-
doggle as those "needed” by other wasteful
water users. A strong agricultural conser-
vation program is essential, especially in
the West.

‘We would urge President Carter to reas-
sess his position. The federal water prog-
ram ehould include a full evaluation of pro-
jects already approved and agricultural
conservation requirements. It would make
the policy a dam site better. —DSW
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Lame ducks lead Wyoming...

(continued from page 1)

was designed to take care of clean air and
not regional economic squabbles. To re-
quire a capital expense for BACT which is
not required to meet the federal or state
standardsfor clean air is inherently wrong,
especially when the countryis already hav-
ing a capital shortage in many other
areas.”

Wallop says that coal leasing, not the
Clean Air Act, should be used to restrict
coal mining in Wyoming. “Wyoming isn't
the only state with low-sulfur coal. There
area lotof others. It strikes me as basically
wrong to artificially restrictit,” he says. “I
wrote a letter to the Interior Department a
year ago asking them to restrict leasing.”

“"EXTREMELY DISAPPOINTED”

Tom France, staff director of the Powder
River Basin Resource Council, a group of
Wyoming ranchers and conservationists,
says, We are extremely disappointed in the
senator’s position. His position is on behalf
of the energy industry. He's not performing
in any way on this issue like he promised

question whether the project will get under

way.

Wallop also has been one of the Senate’s
most outspoken critics of the second Road-
less Area Review and Evaluation (RARE
II). He has urged that the inventory be

leted as quickly as ibl

Tim Mahoney of the Wilderness Society
in Washington, D.C., says criticism from
Wallop and other like-minded politicians
foreed the Forest Service to revise its plans
and favor non-wilderness options in its
evaluation of roadless areas. Wallop con-
tends that he does not oppose wilderness,
only the time that the RARE 11 process
takes.

‘Wallop has taken some positions the
PRBRC applauds. He introduced and
guided through Congress an amendment to
the federal strip mining bill which will
allow landowners holding coal properties
in alluvial valley floors to trade them for
federal coal lands outside the valleys.

PRBRC's France also says Wallop took
issue with a Corps of Engineers permit to

Alan Simpson, Hansen’s probable replace-
ment, isn’t expected to lead many environmental

battles.

ALAN SIMPSON is a favorite in the
race to replace Sen. Clifford Hansen.

the people of Wyoming when he ran for the
Senate.”

France says, “BACT is good for putting
some reins on the Wyoming coal market. I
don't think the people of Illinois or Ohio
elected him to the Senate.”

There are other areas in which Wallop
has scored low marks with state environ-

lists. First, he introduced a bill to
restore funding for nine water projects cut
in the Carter "hit list.” Among the projects
cut — and ane Wallop wanted restored —
-was the Savery-Pot Hook irrigation project
in south central Wyoming.

Bruee Hamilton, Northern Great Plains
representative for the Sierra Club says, "I
don't think it's a major state issue. Wallop
is the only member of the delegation who
raised a fuss about the issue.”

The Savery-Pot Hook proposal was for
construction of a dam in the Little Snake
River Basin along the Colorado-Wyoming
state line, Ennmnmmmopposedﬂ'le
project, arguing it wes unnecessary and
would r].nmnze w1|.dhfe There is some

build a dam and reservoir on the Laramie
River to supply water to the 500-megawatt
Laramie River Station. The corps had
ruled that water from the reservoir could
be used only to operate the power plant.
Wallop, in a letter he sent to the corps
jointly with Hansen, said the corps’ restric-
itions constituted “an outrageous interfer-
ence with the state of Wyoming's right to
allocate its water resources.”

‘Wallop also cosponsored, with Sen. Gary
Hart (D.-Colo.}, funding for non-game
wildlife management. He was a strong ad-
vocate of the legislation and it recently

In addition, Wallop has introduced and
pushed hard for the Jackson Hole Scenic
Area proposal. This bill would provide
$200 million to purchase scenic

ward a compromise when no compromise is
required. Hamilton cites Wallop's recent
work on the Endangered Species Act.

Wallop is working for the Baker-Culver
Amendment to the act. The amendment
would allow a board of seven to approve
construction of a project that would wipe
out an endangered species if five of the
board members agreed the project was
more important than the survival of the
species.

Current law contains a blanket prohibi-
tion on expenditure of any federal funds on
a project that would eliminate an en-
dangered spemee or disrupt its habnnt
Envi the
Wallop wants is tightly worded and not a
bad compromise if compromise is inevita-
ble

However, Hamilton argues that com-
promise is not inevitable, “This is a good
demonstration of his rapidity to com-
promise,” Hamilton says. "Wallop and his
stafl say that the only way to prevent gut-
ting the whole act is to compromise. But it
isour reading that the opposition to the act
Jjustdoesn’t have the votes. Ifa few senators
who claim to have an environmental con-
science would just stand firm, we wouldn't
aeed to compromise,”

Wallop says, however, that, unless the
compromise is adopted, the provisions that
give strong protection to endangered
species threatened by federal projects will
be gutted. Patty McDonald of Wallop's staff
says some amendment to the act is inevita-
ble.

So far, he has not sponsored legislation
in the Senate for the DuNoir Wilderness
area, deferring instead to Hansen, whao sits
on the committee that will consider the
legislation. In addition, he has been hesit-
ant on the protection of public lands in
Alaska. Wallop says that he isstudying the
issue and will visit Alaska in July.

Wallop consistently geta high marks
from Wyoming environmentalists for con-
sulting with them. Hamilton says, "He's
making a major effort to keep in touch with
his constituency. He's set up several offices
around the state and he has a good staff
both in Wyoming and in Washington. He is
keeping in touch with the people who put
him in office, and lﬁmmthmg”

In fact, one of Wallop's major

SEN. MALCOLM WALLOP won his
seat with the help of environmen-
talists, but he has not yet produced
what he promised.

is that the communication is all one way,
awith him contacting the environmen-
talists.

It's possible that Wyoming environmen-
talists wanted too much too soon from Wal-
lop. They say Wallop took about four years
in the state legislature before he really
took on the environmental advocacy that
marked his career. Hamilton says, "Right
now, he can't really break out on his own
because he has to learn the Senate. We're
hoping thet onee he gets his feet wet, he
will break out.”

Another environmentalist says, "He'll
have to stop abiding by the Washington
definitions of liberal and conservative. En-
vironmental issues can be separated from
liberal ones. He could become in spades
what James Buckley was — a conservative
spokesman for environmental issues.”

Of the two retiring members of the

WEETERN’ £ %

on private land in Jackson Hole to main-
tain open space in the valley.

Muich of the environmentalists’ dissatis-
faction with Wallop stems from the feeling
that he could be more of an advocate and
leader on envi tal issues in cong
— a strong conservative voice for the envi-
ronment. Critics say his priorities have
gotten out of line, and that Wallop is wan-
dering far from his area of expertise. Sierra
Club's Hamilton says, “When we went to
Washirigton and wanted to talk to Mal-
colm about environmental issues, he just
said that the Senate was preoccupied with
the Panama Canal, with the implication
that he was, too. He ran on a "Wyoming is
my issue’ platform, but he’s gotten in-
volved in issues that don’t have much to do
with the state.”

Wallopsays he has spent most of his time
on the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act,
and a water resources study that his office
iscompiling. Early in his term, Wallopsaid
he wanted to make water his major issue.
However, the Panama Canal did take up
too much time, he says, because the leader-
ship gave it high priority, and individual
congressmen had little choice but todevote
a lot of time to it.

TOO COMPROMISING
A second criticism often heard in the
state is that Wallop moves too quickly to-

A Republican will probably replace Roncalio,
and there are no Republicans with good en-
vironmental records running for the seat.

REP. TENO RONCALIO zol a
‘'middle-of-the-road rating from the
League of Conservation Voters, but
wilderness advocates are sorry to see
him go.

Wyoming delegation, environmentalists
will most sorely miss Rep. Teno Roncalio,
chairman of the subcommittee on public
lands and Indian affairs. Roncalio has led
numerous battles for wilderness legisla-
tion and, most recently, the fight in the
House to pass the Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act. He also stands
alone among the delegation insupporting a
34,500 acre DuNoir addition to the
Washakie Wilderness in northwestern
Wyoming. Roncalio played a major part in
the passage of federal strip mine legisla-
tion, too.

PRBRC's France says, “Teno was excel-
lent on the strip mine bill. He gave some
things away, but he kept a view of what
was good for Wyoming. He compromised
some, but that is the nature of the legisla-
tive process.

"I also have to give Teno high marks for
listening to his constituency. He is very

{see next page!
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eoncerned, even if he doesn't vote with
them. Idon't think there's a better con-
gressman in Washington when it comes to

probably be aRepubhmn But, “There are
no Republicans with good environmental
records running for the seat,” says one

that. We're going to feel Teno's loss very analyst.

acutely.”

Hamilton, who lobbied extensively on
Alaska, says, "Teno was superb on Alaska.
He wrote some dissenting opinions dispel-
ling some incorrect views on wilderness
‘management. He was one of the floor lead-
ers of the debate and he had a heated de-
bate with Rep. Steve Symms (R-Idaho) and
we think he won the day. We could nitpick
about some compromises, but he did a great
Job. We wouldn't have gotten half as much
as we did without Teno.”

CHAMPIONS WILDERNESS

Roncealio’s overall environmental record
is only average, however. The League of
Conservation Voters gives him a rating of
41 out of 100 for 1977. Hamilton says,
“Teno has been the leading autharity as

The early favorite for the Republican
nomination is Dick Cheney, who served in
the Ford White House. Cheney has said
little about environmental issues, Hamil-
ton says. On the Democratic side, the only
candidate with a good environmental track
record is Bill Bagley, who served on the
state land use commission. Bagley is given
only an outside chance at even winning the

. Democratic nomination.

The other retiring member of the Wyom-
ing congressional delegation is two-term
Sen: Clifford Hansen, Hansen's record on
environmental matters is considered poor,
but state conservationists give him good
marks on some issues. PRBRC's France
says, "Cliff did a good job on the coal leas-
ing issue in the Mineral Leasing Act
Amendments. He got higher royalties and
gut the lease process more responsive and

well as ct of most wild legis-
lation in the House. He is exceptional on
wilderness and unpredictable on every-
thing else. For instance, he didn't back the
Hell’s Canyon Recreation Area,and hewas
supporting putting hydroelectric dams in
there.”

Hamilton says Roncalio’s record on
water projects has not been very good. He
voted against a lower budget ceiling for
water projects in the House during the con-
troversy over Carter's "hit list,” which cut
funding for nine of 18 proposed !
However, Hamilton points out that one of
the projects cut was Savery-Pot Hook in
Wyoming. “Teno hasn't been a super-
strong defender of Savery-Pot Hook,”
Hamilton says. “If he wanted that project,
he probably could have had it, given his
seniority in the House. While he’s not the
best on water projects, he's not the warst
either. He doenn‘t promote and ram
through bad »

Environmentalists feel that Roncalio’s
record on nuclear power was mixed. While
he supported nuclear development, as a
member of the Joint Atomic Energy Com-
mittee he Fought for placmg stmrn.g en-

vir on the
He opposed nuclear stimulation for natural
gas.

Roncalio's record on the Clean Air Act
was also mixed.

State political observers say a strong
anti-Carter sentiment is building in
Wyoming and Ry lio’s repl will

On the strip mine bill, France says that
Hansen "showed a lot of growth — from
opposition to the law five years ago to
strong support. He swung around on sur-
face owner consent, and was instrumental
in its passage.” Hansen supported an
amendment that gave owners of private
lands lying above federal coal deposits the
right to veto mining. '

France also says, "T have a tremendous
amount of respect for Cliff Hansen. I won't
be sorry to see him go on some issues but I'1]
be very sorry on others. I think Wyoming
will feel the loss of his seniority. He is more
pro-development than conservation. How-
ever, I respect his integrity and when he
says he's with you, he fights hard.”

Other environmentalists are not so
generous to Hansen. Greg Thomas, who
handles energy matters for the Sierra
Club’s Washington office, says, "Hansen is
almost always in the negative column. He
is virtually unlobbyable for us. He is pro-
states’ rights and solicitous of the energy
companies. | can't think of a single issue
that he voted right on in the last year other
than the Clean Air Act.”

Hansen is not as influential as he might
be, Thomas says, "He iz not a leader in the
sense that his vote will automatically in-
fluence other votes,” Thomas says. On the
other hand, "He’s a deliberate, intelligent
and well-meaning legislator. Also he's not

ible, hostile or arrogant— he's just
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THE DUNOIR miditmn will add 34,500 acres to the Washakie Wlltlu-nul

d of a House

area if Congress approves the

unresponsive. He sees the world differently
than we do.” i

Seeing the world differently, Hansen has
developed a reputation for opposing wil-
derness while supporting nuclear power,
oil shale development and water projects.
On the Senate floor, the only major en-
vironmental protection bills for which he
voted in 1977 were the Clean Air Act and
the federal strip mining bill.

OPEN ATTITUDE

Colleen Kelly, executive director of the
Wyoming Outdoor Council, says, "We
hardly ever agree with him, but his staff
has maintained an open attitude. In this
last year or two, his work on the strip min-
ing bill was excellent. He has shown a
strong commitment to Wyoming, but he
doesn’t go with the environmental votes on
national issues.”

As the ranking minority member of the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, Hansen could be a key figure
in Alaska lands legislation. Environmen-
talists fear that the legislation will falter
in the Senate this year, and they are push-
ing for action. Tony Bevinetto of Hansen’s
staff says Hansen “favors doing something
this year, at least in committee.” However,
Bevinetto says that Hansen has not com-

Baucus defeats Hatfield in Montana

Max Baucus, who got high marks from
the League of Conservation Voters for his
environmental record in the House, has
won handily the Democratic primary tofill
the U.5. Senate seat vacated by the death
of Lee Metcalf. In the general election,
Baucus will face Republican Larry Wil
liams, an investment adviser.

On the House side, Pat Williams, who
says, "Youcan't be against everything that
comes along” in energy development, eas-
ily won the Democratic nomination for the
Western district in the June 6 primary, and
will run against Republican Jim Walter-
mire, a Missoula County commissioner
who would like to bring cheap hydroelec-
tric power to his district.

Incumbent Rep. Ron Marlenee, a Repub-
lican environmentalists often disagree
with but at least say they can talk to, was
unopposed. His general election opponent
will be Tom Monahan of Billings.

Baucus, who had been planning his cam-
paign for more than a year and had the
Democrats lined up solidly behind him,
pulled in almost 85,000 votes — more than
three times as many as his nearest chal-

lenger, Sen. Paul Hatfield. Gov. Tom Judge
had appointed Hatfield to fill out Metcalf's
term.

Two years ago, the League of Conserva-
tion vaters rated Baucus as voting nght 5

There, Pat Williams, running largely on a
promise to fix chuckholes, easily defeated
four other Democratic candidates. En-
vironmentalists in Helena had backed
Dorothy Bradley, who had built upa strong

percent of the time on env: is-
sues. He has said that Sen. Henry
Jackson's (D-Wash.: bill to give public and
private utilities and industry representa-
tives control of matters such as energy and
plant siting in the Pacific Northwest would
be "a disaster.” Baucus has urged more
government funding for replanting forests
and improving timber stands. Baucus has
supported many wilderness issues, but is
hesitating about backing the proposed
Welcome Creek wilderness area near Mis-
soula.

Baucus is expected to beat Larry Wil-
liams in the general election, Like Baucus,
Williams advoeates more research on wind
and solar power. Too much land is tied up
in wilderness studies, and that is harming
Montana’s logging industry, Williams
says.

Most of the attention in the congres-
sional races went to the Western district.

record of | protection as ma-
jority whip in the state legislature, but she
ended up more than 9,000 votes behind
Williams, who, environmentalists said,
was noncommittal about conservation is-
sues.

Williams" November opponent, Walter-
mire, opposes the Jackson plant siting bill.
"Before we build a new plant, it should
have to be proven you couldn't go out and
spend the same a.mmmt of money on con-
servation mensures " he says.

In Montana's B 1 dis-
trict, Mar]enee, a rancher accused of hav-

mitted himself to any particular piece of
legislation.

On the charge that Hansen is too solicit-
ous of energy companies, Bevinetto says,
“It's true that he's concerned about an open
and free market exercising its business in
the energy field. In direct relation to
‘Wyoming, the energy companies are the
largest employers and the largest con-
tributors of revenue to the state. It’s an

derstandabl . he does
have those beliefs in free enterprise. But,
he also evaluates environmental protec-
tion and public health and safety in his
votes."

Most Wyoming observers believe
Hansen's replacement will be Alan Simp-
son, speaker protem of the state House,
until he resigned to run for the Senate.

A Republican, Simpson had a solid en-
vironmental record in the state legislature,
particularly in advocating a atiff plant sit-
ing law for industrial installations. But a
state political observer warns “He is not a
strong environmentalist by any means.
Within the Republican Party, he is far and
away the best there is, and he does listen.
However, he won't be leading a whole
bunch of battles.”

Most state environmentalists are unwil-
ling to stand behind one candidate or
another, saying it is just too soon to tell.

MAX BAUCUS easily defeated the in-
bent in the M D ti

ing ties with industry, ang
mentalists when he tried to split up the

Absaroka-Beartooth wild
mollified them with his work on strip mine

legislation and efforts to control poll

drifting into Montana from Canadian

power plants on the Poplar River.
Monahan, a former public service com-

envimn, primary for the U.S. Senate, and is
area, but d to win the seat in the fall.
and an i agent, said

dmnghupnmnryeampmgnﬂntﬁmmﬂy
real issue this year was inflation, and the
big oil companies were to blame for that.




High Country News — June 16, 1978

NCAT gives help, gets criticism...

(continued from page 1)
chmidt, in a 9-7 vote of the board of direc-
ors at the end of April.

POWDER KEG

Some believe that NCAT's mission of br-
aging power — in the form of simple, low-
o-uuchmloy to poor people is a poten-

utgu " says Hiram Shaw, acting executive
of NCAT.

Shaw is particularly proud of the Lower
East Side project in New York City, where
NCAT is funding urban gardens, waste re-
cycling and solar collectors.

Shaw says NCAT's $94,000 Lower East
Side grant "brings together a good coali-
tion of groups, including low income peo-
ple street gangs and appropriate tech-

It a number of tech-

"NCAT is d in a perilous under-
aking,"” wrote Constance Holden in a
Aarch 1977 Science article. "It involves
nobilizing the most demoralized and
‘esource-poor segment of the population,
vhlle alﬂm sumetlmedeve}opmg working

ips between tect pmfes-
:ionals and resid of poor ies

nologies. And our money has had a snow-
balling effect. It has generated funds from
other sources.”

On smaller grants NCAT has gone
beyond supporting what it considers ap-
propriate technology and has provided
money to groups that oppose what NCAT

That means reorienting professionals to
-hallenges that are more social than tech-
nical in nature

NCATwnsthebramchlld of former Mon-
tana Sen. Mike Mansfield and Jerry Plun-
kett, whu as director of the Montana
Energy and Magnetohydrodynamics Re-
search and Development Institute, Inc.,
saw the need for a parallel institution that
concenfrated on alternative and small
technologies. Plunkett also suggested link-
ing NCAT with CSA, which had been fund-
ing home insulation projects for poor peo-
ple since 1973. Other groups with similar
missions existed, but none had the money
for the massive, nationwide push for ap-
propriate technology that Plunkett says is
necessary.

SMALL-SCALE, RENEWABLE
“Appropriate technology,” by NCAT’s
definition, is “small-scale and low in capi-

deems i iate

For instance, it gave $1,500 t.o pmduce a
mdeompe of the Seabrook nuclear power
plant protest :md $4,428 for a booklet to
assist groups challenging util-
ity rate policies.

Shaw says some utility lobbyists are ar-
guing that federal funds shouldn’t be used
for such projects. But, to his knowledge, no

— including CSA — has complained
directly to NCAT about the projects it has
funded.

Nevertheless the staff feelsthat. lndustry
is keeping an eye on activities in Butte.
‘The houses on the Northern Cheyenne re-
servation give an alternative to people,
Contract Manager Kerry Shourds says, "a
‘way of heating their homes without pollut-
ing their air and land. Montana Power and
Peabody Coal will be watching to see if it
works. If it doesn’t, they will say, 'we need
to mine your m] Lt ]

tal cost, and creates rather than el
jobs. It is defined locally by the people who
are and will be using it, and because of that
is inherently decentralized. It is in har-
mony with the environment and human

A M en says it is
conceited fantasy for an NCAT staff
member to think that NCAT has done any-
thingthat i h the fossil
fuel industry. NCAT hasn’t had the time or
e iy

health requi It relies on et
ble energy sources. It is simple to build and
maintain, and is flexible so that it can be

, he says. But he adds that
NCAT may have aroused industry slightly
when it hired well-known  veterans of

“If they can’t do the job any better than they
have been doing, they should give up and give
the money to other appropriate technology

groups.”

modified by the users for maximum use-
fulness.”

About a third of NCAT's budget goes to-
ward providing information about approp-
riate technology through a library, publi-
cations and consulting services. Another
third goes toward technical research. The
rest, the chunk that is most controversial,
goes into grants to public interest and low-
income groups and “appropriate tech-
nologists.”

Oue NCAT funded project will nnmpare

1t solar sy with
systems on the Northern Cheyenne reser-
vation in Montana. There, NCAT has pro-
vided $20,000 for two solar systems — one:
using solar collectors, the other passive
solar heating techniques.

The Department of Housing and Urban

Development is building the houses, as
well as outfitting five similar houses with
solar systems| from Solaron Corp. of
Denver, Colo. The NCAT-designed,

Indian-built solar collector system wi 8. Solar — Bibliography Weatherization

s&mw?amsso;omu:n“:; 9. Solar Workshops and Courses  24. Automatic Flue Dampers

of the commercial systems, m.m]yhc-u" 10, Caulking These publications are available

it utilizes local labor and materials. 11, Furnace Efficiency free from NCAT, P.O. Box 3838,
'w.hqpemmth.mmw 12, Solar Training References Buite, Mont. 59701,

ness of our designs with de-

anti-nuclear and public power battles.
Among the issues that led to tension be-
tween NCAT and CSA was nuclear power,
according to staff members.
In an editorial in the first issue of NCAT
News, then-executive coordinator Jim

Schmidt said nuclear power is 80 expensive
to develop it will probably have to be sub-
sidized by the federal gov

represent groups that are partly funded by
CSA.

Ohaverd

"That means either rerhrectmg re-
sources gway from other social programs or
increasing taxes,” he said, "Options exist
today and nuclear power doesn't need to be
one of them.”

NCAT apparently heard from CSA about
the issue. "We've been pretty much com-

LEE TOPASH is NCAT's field rep-
resentative for the Rocky Mountain
region. His mission is showing people
energy alternatives. "You don't need
big smokestacks to heat your house,”
he says. Topash’s office is at 3562 Keir
Lane, Helena, Mont. 58601.

manded by CSA not to go  on anti-nuke
campaigns,” Shourds says,

Acting coordinator Hiram Shaw says,
however, that NCAT has no poliey — CSA
dictated or otherwise — on nuclear power.

"We reserve the right:to criticize nuclear
projects,” Shaw says. But he says NCAT
should steer clear of "general attacks” and
stick to specifics.

Schmidt was criticized by the NCAT
board for such a general attack when he
was quoted maTezaa newspaper as uallmg
for the nati of oil ies, ac-
cording to Dick Saul, who heads CSA’s
energy programs and is responsible for the
contract with NCAT.

OFFICIALS ALARMED

Under the leadership of Schmidt, a
community organizer and veteran of public
power campaigns in the East, NCAT was
developing a crusading style aimed at so-
cial reform that alarmed officials at the
Community Services Administration.
Schmidt's replacement, to be chosen soon,
is expected to make NCAT stick to techni-
cal assistance, according to Saul.

The reason for firing Schmidt was "sim-
ple,” Shourds says. “Schmidt and Dick Saul
didn't get along.” The board fired Schmidt,
Shourds says, but nine of its 15 members

NCAT PUBLICATIONS

1. Passive Solar Heat for New
Home Construction

2. The Values of Appropriate
Technology and Visions for a Saner
World

3, Solar Hot Water Heater

4. Insulation References

5. How to Weatherize — For the
Consumer

6. How to Organize a Community
Garden — Bibliography

7. Appropriate Technology and
Community Economic Develop-
nient — Bil

13. Energy Education Resources

14, Enm‘gy and Buildings — Bib-
liograph:

15. Wmd Bibliography

16. Weatherization Training Re-
sources

17. G vation and C i
Education

18, Appropriate Technology
Courses and Workshops

19. Heating with Wood

20. Conservation for Window Air
Conditi

21. Mobile Home Weatherization

22. The Crosley House

23. Overview of Mobile Home

Problems

says Saul refused to act on
NCAT’s second year funding proposals
until the board fired Schmidt.

Saul says he delayed "until the board
decided the question of management. I
didn’t say which way they should decide,
however."”

The funding delay forced NCAT to sus-
pend its grants program and severely limit
staff travel for three months.

"CSA just ignored our proposals — hop-
ing we would shut down,” Shourds says.

Saul says that Schmidt was fired because
he was a poor administrator. “[ had abso-
lutely nothing to do with it,” he says.

Shaw, who may apply for Schmidt’s job,
says he doesn't believe that social reform
and technical assistance can be separated
at NCAT. "We are talking about technol-
ogy that can improve social conditions,” he
SAYS.

TIES TO LOW-INCOME PEOPLE

NCAT has alsodrawn criticism for fund-
ing groups that are not closely linked with
Community Action Programs, partly
(C3A-funded corporations designed to help
low-income people.

Attached to NCAT's second year funding
from CSA is a provision that NCAT reject
any project that doesn't have the endorse-
ment of a Community Action Program
(CAP).

"If an appropriate technology group isn’t
in touch with its local CAP agency, it is an
indication that the group hasn't tied into
the low-income community,” Saul says.

Shourds says NCAT has resisted requir-
ing CAP approval for grants because it
adds another layer of bureaucracy to the
review process.

NCAT grants have taken an average of
four months to process, and he fears the
new requirement will add to that time. "It's
not that we don’t think CAPs should be
involved,” he says. "But we don't have
them in some communities.”

Another string attached to NCAT's new
contract is a requirement for CSA approval
on all grants over $3,000, rather than
$5,000"as was the case last year.

NCAT is appealing to other government
agencies for additional funding.

“Alternative funding would get us out of
the power grip of CSA and let us get to the
grassroots,” Shourds says. TNCAT's back-
ing was diversified, the center would be
less vulnerable to any single funding
source, he says.

Shourds says the CSA funding fight has
weakened NCAT.

"What something like that can do to an
organization in its first year is really bad,”
he says. Morale has dropped, and the
center has lost about one-third of its staff,
he says.

Shaw agrees the dispute has lowered
staff’ morale. He says that only one of the
staff resignations can be directly attri-
buted to it, however.

BUMBLING, WEALTHY

‘While NCAT has been attending to prob-
lems with CSA, it has also drawn fire from
smaller, older appropriate technology
groups around the country. They, too, eriti-
cize NCAT's administration. In general,
they regard the national organization as
an ignorant and bumbling, but well-
meaning and wealthy intruder.

"What they need to do is really impor-
tant,” says Akira Kawanabe of the San
Luis Valley Solar Energy Association.
“But if they can’t do the job any better than
they have been doing, they should give up

{continued on page T}
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and give the money to other appropriate
technology groups.”

Kawanabe is upset because NCAT prom-
ised his group a grant and then, afteralong
delay, refused togive it the money, he says.

The board approved the solar energy
association’s proposal last June, but didn’t
give it the money. A few months later, the
association asked to increase its grant from
$7,810 to $9,830. NCAT wrote to
K in April, explaining that his
group's grant had been turned down be-
cause the group had not justified the in-
crease, The proposal would have to be re-
written and resubmitted to the board,
NCAT said.

Kawanabe says his group never received
a request from NCAT for revisions until
the April letter arrived. NCAT says it sent
the association three previous requests for
revisions,

Despite the confusion and the fact that
the project has not been funded, in its May
1, 1978, annual report NCAT lists the San
Luis Valley project as “NCAT-funded” to
the tune of $9,830. Shourds says he doesn't
know why the item was included in the
report.

Some believe that
NCAT’s mission is a
political powder keg.

Despite the frustrations he’s experienced
in working with the grants staff at NCAT,
Kawanabe says NCAT's technical staffhas
been easy to work with, extremely helpful,
and efficient.

But overall Kawanabe says he is uneasy
about NCAT because “they don’t have
their own house in order.” After attending
a small grants conference in Butte, “I
didn’t come away with a positive feeling.
There was a lot of inffighting among the
staff. They were expending energy that
wasn't productive to their goals.”

Tom Bender, an appropriate tech-
nologist who writes for RAIN magazine,
says that while NCAT has offered some
useful grants and helped publicize approp-
riate technology, it has also sapped the
energies of some appropriate technologists,
who are "burnt out from the energy put into
hassles, distrust, and harrassment” during
the grant-giving process.

Bender was on the planning committee
that set NCAT up over a year ago.

Jackson Scenic

JACKSON HOLE, WYO. — A historian
told legislators holding hearings on the
propased Jackson Hole Scenic Area about
another legislator who, whenever he con-
sidered a bill, always asked, “Is it good for
the children?”

Applying that question to the scenicarea
proposal, the historian, Robert Righter of
the University of Wyoming, said, "It's good
for the children of Jackson Hole and it's
good for the children of the nation.”

Righter was among more than 60 people,
most of them residents of Jackson Hole,
who testified June 10 at joint congressional
field hearings on the proposal to create a
Jackson Hole Scenic Area. The area would
be selected from private lands in Teton
County outside the boundaries of Grand
Teton National Park.

Congress would authorize up to $200
million to buy easements and so prevent
development that might jeopardize the
scenic, wildlife, or agricultural values of
the valley's private lands. The public
would not own most lands, however, and
existing uses would continue.

Testimony at the hearing, sponsored

Trying to get NCAT on the right track
has been "a drain on people,” he says. “We
don’t want to put any more energy into it.”

TOO MANY LAYERS

“NCAT's creators had envisioned a na-
tional center that would be sensitive to the
needs and limitations of grassroots and
anti-poverty organizations; our experience
with NCAT, however, suggests that the
opposite may be true,” says Ken Bossong of
the Citizens’ Energy Project in Washing-
ton, D.C. Bossong charges that NCAT,
with its strong ties 1 CSA. has too many
layers of bureaucracy to be able to act
quickly and creatively.

Bossong is an NCAT grant recipient.
Nevertheless, Shaw says it is mostly the
people whose grant requests have been
turned down that are complaining about
NCAT's responsiveness. "With $7.7 mill-
ion in requests and only $1 million to
spend, we have made a lot of disappointed
people,” he says.

INTERMINABLE DELAYS

In an article published in RAIN
magazine, Bender said that groups have
experienced “interminable delays” in re-
ceiving grants,

“One group given a grant to develop a
solar-powered irrigation pump refused the
grant when iteventually arrived. They had
gone ahead without the long-promised
money and the project was already
finished,” he said.

The Center for Maximum Potential

‘Building Systems of Austin, Texas, refused

a grant to put out a newsletter funded by
NCAT after over a year of negotiations

In a letter to NCAT the group said, "We
have written countless letters and made
phone calls to NCAT too numerous and
costly to mention. We have replied time
and again to requests for changes or elab-
orations or new information, or whatever
tinkering and oiling the bureaucratic
wheels of NCAT require to stop squeaking
and start acting.

“A regional appropriate technology
newsletter is sorely needed in this area —
it has been all year — and for years before
that. We'd like to do it and we'd like to join
with others to do it — and I expect in some
way we will — but not with NCAT.”

AKIRA KAWANABE of the San Luis
Valley Solar Association is un-
easy about NCAT because “they don’t
have their own house in order.”

"It's people like them that are making it
difficult to run the center properly,”
Shourds says. The spat was precipitated by
an NCAT letter asking the group to exp-
lain one woman worker’s “position in rela-
tion to her husband,” who also worked for
the group, in order to satisfy a federal regu-
lation against nepotism written into
NCAT's contract with CSA. “They refused
to answer our question,” Shourds says.

Shaw admits that funding for many pro-
jects has come slowly. He says the problem
has been an overload of proposals that
NCAT was too inexperienced to handle. He
has proposed to the NCAT board a new
system of handling grants that he hopes
will help eliminate the “crisis orientation”
of the staff.

STAFF COMPETENCY
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are generally worthless for this very
Teason.”

In a telephone interview, Bender said he
could not remember whether there were
any factual errors in the publications. He
said, however, that the publications were
"a waste of money” because they neither
offered new information, nor make exist-
ing information "more accessible.”

Shaw says most NCAT publications are
free or available for minimal cost, which
makes them more accessible to low-income
people.

NO SURPRISE
Keith Haggard of the New Mexico Solar
e ot

Energy Association says iy
surrounding NCAT doesn’t surprise him.
The association has received funding from
NCAT, "a time-consuming affair that 'm
pleased we undertook,” he says.

"l expected NCAT to be fraught with
problems. Everybody in every corner of the
country is besii ing them. Everybody
should expect them to have problems. I feel
sorry for them,” Haggard says.

Virginia Toews, executive director of the
Northern Cheyenne Housing Authority,
calls NCAT her "right-hand technical ad-
visor when it comes o energy conserva-
tion.”

She says the tribe had no trouble in get-
ting a grant for building and monitoring
solar homes. In addition, the technical staff
has been "very helpful,” she says.

“I'd rather not get into politics,” Shourds
says. But he admits that he and other
MNCAT staff have been plagued by politics
in their first year of operation. That means
that some of the low-income people who
were supposed to be the beneficiaries of the
$3.8 million experiment continue to wait
for help from NCAT.

"Stafl competency appears to be another

difficulty,” Bender said in the RAIN arti-
cle. “Entangling b 7 Sy

Butte's remoteness, and hassles hy the
board exist, but don’t account for people on
the staff who are too frequently unaware of
the work that has been done in their field or
unable to check any of the basic references
in the field that would bring them at least
halfway up to date. The two technical pub-
lications we've seen prepared by NCAT (on
heating with wood and furnace efficiency)

Area — “I's for our children”

Jjointly by the Senate subcommittee on
parks and recreation and the House sub-
committee on national parks, was over-
whelmingly in support of the bills, S. 2162
and H.R. 9135.

But Roy Chambers, owner of the
Flying V dude ranch and son of Jackson
Hole homesteaders, opposed the bills,
largely because he opposed condemnation
and federal control.

“Iknow the people down there don’t want
neighbors,” he told the three senators, four
representatives and 200 listeners, "You
don't want neighbors. Nobody wants
neighbors. But somebody’s gotta have em
because people have got to live some-
where.”

The legislators expressed some concern
about the price tag, and James Abourezk
(D-8.D.), chairman of the Senate subcom-
mittee, asked for more precise estimates,
appraisals, and acquisition priorities.

Two members of Wyoming's congres-
sional delegation attended the hearing,
Republican Sen. Malcolm Wallop and
Democratic Rep. Teno Roncalio stressed
that the bills' particulars were not "cast in

concrete” and that many specific local ob-
Jections, particularly those having to do
with cond, ion, could be eliminated
during mark-up.

Many requests for changes in the bill
were prefaced by support for the concept.
About 10 persons, however, testified
against the bills, saying that current fed-
eral control of 97 percent of the land in
Teton County was enough, that the re-
maining private lands were needed for de-
velopment, and that "just compensation”
would be impossible under the bills given
the devaluation of property that some said
had already occurred under the county's
recently enacted land use plan.

Two petitions were presented to the
legislators, one by Buffy Hauge, signed by
50 landowners with 16,735 acres of unde-
veloped private land in Teton County, and
one by Bloomington, I11., resident Guy
Fraker, signed by 81 people in his commun-
ity who had visited Jackson Hole. Both pet-

Fhoto by Jill Bam
MARDY MURIE, grand lady of the
Wyoming conservation movement,
testifies in favor of the Jackson Hole
Scenic Area,
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by Buddy Mays, Chronicle Books, San
Francisco 1977. 221 pages, $4.95,
paperback.

Review by Sarah Doll

A Pilgrim's Notebook is dedicated "For
a crusty old Desert Rat named Edward
Abbey”. That impression — that this is a
guidebook with adifference — is confirmed
as more pages are turned. The most out-
standing feature of the book is that each
animal described is accompanied by an ex-
cellent black and white photo of the animal
in its natural habitat. These photos give
the budding naturalist a much better idea
of “how it looks” than the drawings usually
found in guidebooks, although they neces-
sitate a glance at the text for color identifi-
cation.

The book makes no pretense of being
all-encompassing, for the author’s main
goal is to cover creatures that people are
likely to see, which makes it quite helpful
to nature lovers with little scientific back-
ground. Some endangered or threatened
animals, and those of ional i

cause of the number involved, but many
waterfowl, raptors, and game birds are co-
vered.

A Pilgrim's Notebook can hold the at-
tention of a stay-at-home reader from cover
to cover, with no field trips involved,
mostly because of “Things You Should
Know," tidbits added at the end of each
animal description. The author lists per-
sonal experiences: "I've seen a raccoon pick
up sections of rotted beef gristle that were
probably stale in the time of Hannibal, pop
them in his mouth, and swallow with the
greatest delight, never once looking
around for a washbasin,” refuting the no-
tion that raccoons always wash their food.
He discusses unique characteristics of each
animal (such as the pronghorn antelope,
which is the only animal in the world with
true horns that sheds them each year) and
some of the more oddball habits, like that of
the western hognose snake, which rolls
over on its back and plays dead — but if
turned over, flops right back to continue its
act. Northwesterners will find the descrip-
tion of Bigfoot of particular interest.

Also helpful is the section of drawings of
animal tracks and skull conformations, to
be referred to when the real thing has dis-
d into the bush.

are included. Songbirds are omitted be-

A slightly more thorough discussion of

summer and winter locations of migrating
birds probably would have been helpful,
although only a few migrators are discus-
sed. Some readers who feel wild animals
should be left wild may take issue with the
author’s observation that some animals —
young raccoons, hognose snakes, and
bullsnakes, in particular — make good
pets. He also gives wild horses and burros,
which are introduced species, equal billing
with native types, and fails to point out the
problem of habitat competition of these

-exotics with natives.

The author is obviously a lover of wild-
life, and he reiterates constantly that loss
of habitat is the biggest problem facing our
country’s wild creatures today. He also de-
plores the war waged on predators by far-
mers and stockmen, and, although he takes
few potshots at the modern hunter, does
point out that hunting in the past was re-
sponsible for the decimation of many
species. He feels that an informed public is
a prerequisite for saving what's left of our
country'swildlife, and says in the introdue-
tion, “I hope this material will spur the
reader to further thought and research, for
it will be a prepared public, fully aware of
the aesthetic and physical value of animals
other than ourselves, who will eventually
save our wildlife if such is to be its fate.”

According to legend, the Weste:
nake will not cross a lariat coiled
because it tickles its stomach, In re
responsible for more human death:
any other reptiles.
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o legend, the Western diamond-back rattles-
cross a lariat coiled about a sleeping cowboy
des its stomach. In reality, diamond-backs are
r more human deaths in the United States than
tiles.

THE PECCARY'S closest living relative is
probably the hippopotamus. Peccaries are
near-sighted herd animals, mean when cor-
nered but extremely afraid of man.

THE SPARROW HAWK is
extremely protective of its
small territory, fiercely at-
tacking and driving off in-
truding birds several
times its size. A fast and
agile flyer, it is able to
eruise at 25 miles an hour.

THE TURKEY \"UL"ﬂﬂlE‘ digestive tract kills any toxic strain of bacteria that might be
encountered while feeding. Its head and neck are naked, so that bacteria or parasites that might
attach themselves to the skin will be destroyed by sunlight.
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EPA denies Colstrip air permit, cites poHuﬁon—

The Northern Cheyenne Indian Reser-
vation in Montana last year became the
first area in the country to have its air
dﬁnal]y declared forever pure, This week,

the Environmental Protection Agency pro-
tected that air quality by refusing to let
five utilities build two coal-fired power
plants.

As proposed, the power plants, Colstrip
units 3 and 4, would have violated the air
quality standards of the reservation 19
times in three years, said the EPA's De-
nver office in denying a permit needed to
build the units.

“This is not a close call,” says Alan Mer-
son, the EPA's regional administrator,
"The (computer) model predicts numerous
and substantial violations, and the law
says clearly we cannot permit more than
one violation per year.”

. The five utilities, led by Montana Power
Co., had been fighting for five years to
build the twin 700-megawatt plants near
the reservation. The project would cost al-
most §1 billion.

If it decides to contest the EPA ruling,
Montana Power has 60 days in which to file
an appeal in the U.8. Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals in San Francisco.

"We're not taking any position as to what
our next move will be,” says William H.
Coldiron, executive vice president of Mon-
tana Power. "We'll appeal to the courts in a
case of last resort.” Coldiron says the com-
pany would explore EPA suggestions for
better pollution control equipment, "If
there’s a system that will allow building,
we'll check it,” he says. "But EPA hasn't
told us about it yet.”

" Allen Rowland, tribal chairman of the
Northern Cheyenne, weleomes the deci-
sion, “There's nothing wrong with brea-
thing clean air so far as | can see,” he says.
"I tried dirty air in Los Angeles and New
York and even in Billings. [ like tha air
here better.”

EPA's computer modeling showed that
emissions from the units would have
caused up to six times as much sulfur diox-
ide to be in the air over the reservation as

the law allows. The Clean Air Act amend-
ments of 1977 say the amount of sulfur
dioxide in a Class I area like the reserva-
tion may not exceed 25 micrograms per
cubic meter of air in a three-hour period
more than ance a year.

The EPA says its oomputer m:de]mg,
based on
topography, heights of the stacks, the kind
of coal used and other factors, showed 162
micrograms of sulfur dioxide per cubic
meter of air would have floated from the
new plants and over the reservation one
day in August of 1976. Lower, but still il-
legal, sulfur dioxide levels would have pol-
luted the reservation 18 more times in the
past three years had the plants been
operating.

Sulfur dioxide can irritate the respirat-
ory tract and cause lung damage.

Montana Power had told the EPA that,
at worst, each of the plants would release
110 tons of sulfur dioxide into the atmos-
phere per day, but that the amount usually
would be slightly more than half that.

EPA says its calculations showed viola-
tions "even at the lower emission rates

suggested by Montana Power.” The agency
says an "independent analysis” by Re-
search Triangle Park, an EPA affiliate in
Narth Carolina, supported its conclusions.

“We don’t agree with the EPA calcula-
tions,” says Montana Power’s Coldiron.
"We'd like to have another government
agency — the Department of Energy for
example — look at these calculations. I'd
argue with EPA’s model and data, but then
I'm not much of a technical man.”

Coldiron says "The plants will have to be
built if we're going to avoid an electrical
energy shortage in the mid 1980s.” He says
the company applied for permits to build
Colstrip 3 and 4 in 1973, because it antici-
pated a demand for between five and six
percent more electricity each year. "We've
made that projection taking into account
insulation and the use of solar and wind
energy,” Coldiron says.

“Tam aware of the importance of Colstrip
Units 3 and 4 to the area’s construction and
mining industries and the economy of the
area generally,” says the EPA’s Merson.
"Mindful of that importance and the wide-
spread popular support for the plants, we
have, quite frankly, bent over backwards
to allow the company to make its best
case.”

The battle over Colstrip 3 and 4 has been
going on through courts, hearings and pro-
tests since 1973, when Montana Power and

its four partners in the project first applied
for permission to build,

Last August, acting on a request from
the Northern Cheyenne, the EPA desig-
nated the reservation a Clasa I air quality
area. The reservation thus became the first
such area in the country.

However, several companies, including
Montana Power, and the Northern
Cheyennes' Crow neighbors, have filed suit
in federal appeals court in San Francisco to
have the Class I designation overturned.
The court has not yet decided the case.

Taking into account the Clean Air Act
amendments of 1977, the designation
means that only very limited growth is al-
lowed in or near a Class | area — only so
much growth as will not significantly de-
teriorate air quality.

“The Northern Cheyenne have been
abiding by the law all these years,” says
the tribe's chairman, Allen Rowland. "I
think big business should do the same now.
They're nothing special so far as I'm con-
cerned. We're not against progress like
‘we're accused of, All we want is for them
(the utilities) to abide by what the damn
law says. Simple as that.”

Rowland and EPA officials suggested
that, in addition to considering installing
more efficient pollution control systems,
Montana Power might consider moving the
plants farther away from the reservation.

COLSTRIP UNITS 3 AND 4 would
violate air pollution standards on the
Northern Cheyenne Indian reserva-
tion, said the Environmental Protec-
-tion Agency in denying a permit to
build the power plants.

Kerr-McGee Corp. must face
Wyoming siting panel

The Wyoming Industrial Siting Council
has ruled that a Kerr-McGee Corp.
uranium mining complex near Douglas,
‘Wyo. is subject to state plant siting laws.

Kerr-McGee had applied for a certificate
ofinsufficient jurisdietion from the il
which would have exempted the complex
from Wyoming industrial siting law. The
company contends that its new operations
were not covered because a small mine on
the site, the Bill Smith Mine, was under
construction before the state law passed.
The new complex will total 13 mines, nin«
underground and four surface.

‘The project cost is estimated at nearly

- $800 million. State law requires thata pro-

ject costing $50 million or more must com-
ply with the siting statutes.

‘The siting council ruled that the mines
are not “grandfathered” out of compliance
with the siting law. Snmapaﬁlofthap\ro-
jact will be allowsd to

tion, Kerr-McGee has several options. He
says, "They could separate the project out
into a number of components; they could
bite the bullet and submit a full plant sit-
ing application; they could ignore the
wheole process and wait for the state to take
some action; or they could appeal the deci-
sion to the courts.” Dinger says that the
company has not indicated which route it
will take, Kerr-McGee's application had
been protested by the Powder River Basin
Resource Council and the Converse County
school district.

In another uranium decision, the Wyom-
ing Environmental Quality Council has
left open the hearing record for additional
information onMinerals Exploration Co.'s
proposed mine in the Red Desert. The mine
permit application has been
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energy news from across the country
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SUPREME COURT PROTECTS
ENDANGERED SPECIES. Saying that,
"The plain intent of Congress was to halt
and reverse the trend toward species ex-
tinction,” the Supreme Court has halted
completion of the Tellico dam on the Little

the industry’s own "poor planning,” Nader
said. W. Reid Thompson, chairman of the
Edison Electric Institute, told the sub-
committee that, "Nuclear power will not be
available to this nation without reduction
of the current unreasonable levels of un-
certainty in regulation.” Carter's proposal
has met opposition in both houses of Con-
gress.

URANIUM NEEDS. The Department of
Energy recently estimated there may be
4.37 million tons of uranium oxide un-
mined in the United States, most of it in the
Rocky Mountain states. Of this, DOE said
2.43 million tons were proven or probable
reserves, and the remainder only possible

T River. The multimillion-doll

or speculative. The lifetime requirements

praoject of the Ti Valley A

would have harmed the habitat of the snail
darter, a small fish on the endangered
species list that was not discovered in the
vicinity of the dam until the project had
been 80 percent completed. The En-
dangered Species Act “indicates beyond
doubt that Congress intended endangered
species to be afforded the highest priority,”
said Chief Justice Warren Burger, in read-
ing the 6-3 decision June 15. The decision is
regarded as a victory for conservationists,
but is not the last word on the issue. Legis-
lation is pending in Congress that would
amend the act.

NUCLEAR PLANT LICENSING. It

takes between 10 and 12 years for a nuclear-

power plant to be planned, licensed and
built. President Carter recently proposed
legislation to speed up the licensing pro-
cess, and so cut that time in about half.

by
the Wyoming Outdoor Council, which
charges that the area could not be re-

go
complying, and the council called for addi--

tional information by July 7 to determine
which parts will be.

According to Blaine Dinger, adminis-
trator of the Industrial Siting Administra-

and that the design for storage of
radioactive tailings is insufficient.

The EQC is leaving the record open so
that the company can submit its new tail-
ings management plan. The hearing will
be held July 12 in Jackson.

That proposal, Ralph Nader told the House
energy and environment subcommittee,
was "a major administration decoy” aimed
at preventing Congress from considering
whether nuclear energy should be aban-
doned altogether. The major cause of de-
lays in licensin} nuclear power plants is

for expected to be installed in this.
century are estimated to be 2.24 million
tons of uranium oxide. "Some uranium
producers and others believe that DOE's
estimates are too high,” says an industry
analysis.

A URANIUM MINE in the Gas Hills of
Wyoming.
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energy news of the Rockies and Great Plains

LAMAR FEEDLOTS FUEL POWER
PLANT. The town of Lamar, Colo., was
told several years ago that time was run-
ning out for its natural gas power plant.
With some help from the federal govern-
ment, the town has recently decided to sub-
stitute cow power for unreliable supplies of
natural gas. The Secretary of Agriculture
has approved a $14.2 million loan to the
Lamar Utility Board to build a plant that
will convert 350 tons of cow manure from
feedlots near Lamar into a million eubic
feet of methane gas per day. It will be the
largest such plant in the country. The
methane will be burned in the town's exist-
ing power plant to meet the electrical
energy needs of 10,000 residents. Part of
the wastes left over from the digestion pro-
cess will be used as a protein supplement
for livestock.

MICROWAVES COULD COOK-OUT
OIL. Colorado and Utah have deposits of
oil shale that could yield 2 trillion barrels
of 0il — enough to keep the United States
supplied with liquid fuels for another 200
years at present levels of consumption. But
5o far that potential has been too costly and
environmentally damaging to tap. Resear-

chers at the Illinois Institute of Technology
say they can get around those problems by
heating the shale beds with microwaves.
Theoretical caleulations and small scale
tests indicate that high-grade shale beds
could produce oil at $10 to $11 per barrel.
The process would require electricity, but
it would produce three to five times as
much as it consumed, researchers say. The
institute hopes to build a one-barrel-per-
day experimental plant within the next
three years and a 10,000-barrel-per-day
demonstration plant by 1980.

“"LAST DITCH ALTERNATIVE.” If a
$900 million coal gasification experiment
is & bust, the five participating utilities
will pay back their investors by raising gas
prices. That's the latest plan American
Natural Resources Co., Peoples Gas Co.,
Columbia Gas System Inc., Tenneco Inc.
and Transco have devised to lure capital to
their proposed coal gasification plant in
Mercer County, N.D. A spokesman for the
groupsaid tlmt.thcplan whlch will requm

June 16, 1978 — High Country News-11

Salt Lake City ignores risk of radiation

When he introduced a bill last March to
clean up the hazardous Vitro uranium tail-
lmpﬂ»atﬂmadgsofduwrlﬁwnﬁnltme
City, Rep. Dan Marriott (R-Utah), said, “I
think we tanseethehghtulﬂmeendafthe
tunnel on the Vitro issue.”

The Salt Lake City-County Board of
Health saw a light too, but a green one
signaling a go-ahead with construction
projects near the pile, which emits cancer-
causing radon gas.

By an 8-2 vote, the board decided June 1
that no construction may take place within
a two-tenths-mile radius of the 128-acre
pile. Until that vote, a building
moratorium had been in effect for a four-
tenths-mile radius, which itself was a cut

Photo by Jack MeLellan
THE VITRO URANIUM tailings pile
will kill 110 people in 25 years if high
density housing is built near it, ac-
cording to one study.

Solaron plans

« from the original half-mile..

The board’s decision means that "anyone
can bifild there now,” said Dennis R. Dal-
ley, director of the state health division's

continual lifetime exposure will be propar-
tionally higher than the 25-year figurd,”
the firm said.

The pile will emit radon for at least

Bureau of Radiation and Occupational 80,000 years

Health. In other words, residential, as well
as commercial, buildings soon would be
going up near the pile unless the board
changes. its mind.

"We don't understand why they (the
board) took that action,” Dalley said.
“They've been fully aware of the position
we've taken” against reducing the areaofa
building moratorium, he said. The En-

- vironmental Protection Agency and the

Department of Energy also oppose con-
struction closer to the pile.

Dr. Harry L. Gibbons, director of the Salt
Lake City-County Health Department,
says he advised the board to cut the
moratorium because some businesses had
been denied access to their property by the
moratorium and were threatening to sue.

Michod -

It was left there by the Vitro Chemical
Co., which, from 1951 to 1964, milled
uranium oxide for the Atomic Energy

Al her, the pile contai

C
‘almost 1.9 million tons ofha.ﬂmg; ‘When

the company dismantled the mill it did not
stabilize the pile. As a result, “The pile is.
largely unwvumd and subject to wind and
water erosion,” Ford, Bacon and Davis
said, Dalley said the pile is fenced and has
warning signs posted on it, but motorcye-
lists and children sometimes play on it.

William P. Harlin, of W.P. Harlin Con-
struction Co., applied for the change in the
moratorium, so he could build a new plant
for Brown Distributing Co.

“We feel the moratorium has been going
unnnwfnrmxyeam We feel hopeful that

In addition, Gibbons says he
the moratorium in the first place, and the
tailure of federal and state governments to
deal with the pile "is wearing me down.”

“If Marriott's bill doesn’t move, we'll in-
tensify the educational campaign” about
the hazards of the pile, Gibbons said. “But
we can't keep denying people swesa to
their land. I want to see firm

body is going to do some-
thing about it. But in the meantime we
stand to lose a very good client and lose a
construction job,” Harlin said.

The state and federal government for
almost eightyears now have been squabbl-
ing over the pile. The pile grew there be-
cause of the atomic weapons program, so
the ibd.eral government should pay for de-

from the state. Meanwhile (hykaepmgthe
moratorium unchanged), - we're on thin
ice.”

‘When the Salt Lake City consulting firm
of Ford, Bacon and Davis, Utah, Inc., under
a contract with the Department of Energy,
studied the 22 inactive uranium tailings
piles in the country, it concluded two years
ago that the Vitro pile doubled the cancer
risk for anyone living within half a mile of
it

Ifabuilding ban within a half-mjleof the
pile were in effect, the firm said, the pile
would kill five persons within 25 years. If
high density housing development were al-
lowed in the area, the company said the
pile within 25 years would kill 110 people
who lived within a-half-mile of it.

"Also, the number of health effects
(deaths) during a 50-year period from a

to cut the cost

of solar heating devices

New collector design makes
systems 10% cheaper

more efficient because they have a "selec-
tive surface,” which retains more of the
sun's heat than conventional surfaces. The
gelective surface is also more costly than
the conve: | surface, but the extra cost

Federal Energy Regulatory C
approval, is "sort of a last ditch alterna-
tive” they considered only after giving up
on loan guarantees from the Carter ad-
ministration. Coal gasification has never
been tried on a commercial scale in the
United States,
COAL SLURRY DEBATE. To Rep. Teno
Roncalio (D-Wyo.) coal slurry pipelines
would be “wasteful beyond belief” because
they may “deplete the last reserve of pota-
ble water in the state (Wyoming). To Sen.
Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.) “There is abso-
lutely no difference between water used in
a power plant or water shipped out of state
in a pipe.” Both testified before a subcom-
rmttee ofthe Senate Energy and Nahu-nl
i which is
ing coal slurry legislation. A coal slu.rry
pipeline would mix pulverized coal with
water and send it as far as 1,000 miles.

Not everybody can afford to put commer-
cial solar collectors on their roof. In fact,
without help from the government in the
form of tax breaks or demonstration
grants, very few people can.

One of the major U.S. suppliers of solar
heating equipment has taken a step — al-
beita small one — tochange that situation.
Solaron Corp. of Denver hascome up witha
new collector design that it says will reduce
the price of its solar systems by 10-15% and
up their efficiency by 10%.

The new collectors will reduce the costof *

a solar heater from $34 to $31 per square
foot of collector space, says John Meeker, a
Solaron engineer. That would make the
costof a heater for an average 1,000 square
foot house about $7,750.

The new collectors are cheaper because
they require less glass, d k and in-

is offset by the elimination of the need for
two layers of glass over the collector. Since
the selective surface re-radiates less heat
than conventional surfaces, a two-layered
cover isn't necessary, Meeker says.

Solaron says the new collectors are ex-
pected to last as long as the old ones — at
least 20 years. The firm offers only.a one-
year warranty on materials and workman-
ship and an additional 9-year warranty on
performance, however.

The new collectors are expected to be on
the market by mid-July.

When asked if he expects Solaron’s
prices to dip lower in the future, Meeker
says no, because of the increasing costs of
labor and materials.

Solaron is among the six to 10 largest
suppliers of solar equipment in the United
States. It is the largest single supplier of

stallation labor, Meeker savs. They are

for federal solar demonstration
projects.

it, Dalley has said.

By contracting with Ford, Bacon and
Davis to study inactive uranium tailings
piles, the Department of Energy has indi-
cated it may take responsibility for the
piles — a position the federal government
until recently showed no inclination to
take. ¢

Marriott's bill, H.R. 11698, the
"Uranium Mill Site Restoration Act of
1978," would make the federal government
pay for decontaminating a pile but givea
state control over how the decontamina-
tion is done. !‘{emngsomfhebﬂ.lmtobe
held June 26 and 27, Dalley said.

Ford, Bacon and Davis estimates of how
much it may cost to decontaminate the tail-
ings piles range from several hundred
thousand dollars for merely fencing the
more isolated piles, to $30 million for mov-
ing the Vitro pile.
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The solution to the vation

crossword published in the June 2
issue is shown above. Accept our
apologies for 24 down, which we
listed as "Madagascar arboreal
mammal:” As some of you probably
found out, we should have added
w____pm

We had a three-way tie for the first
correctly completed puzzle. Con-
gratulations and a T-shirt to aach of
the winners: Carolyn Johnson of De-

_ mver, Colo., Don Snow of Fort Collins,

Colo., and Phillip Lehr of Cheyenne,
Wyo.
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Carter’s water policy is

by Dan Whipple

President Jimmy Carter's water policy
got two cheers last week from a coalition of
27 national environmental groups, which
praised Carter's willingness to tackle the
controversial issue but said that improve-
ments could be made.

The water policy received a mixed reaction
from environmentalists and the Western
states. Brent Blackwelder of ‘the Envir-
onmental Policy Centersays"The policy
is better than the one we have now —
which is nething — but it could be a lot
better.”

Blackwelder says the policy is weak in
two areas in particular— the exemption of

ceiling on this participation of one-quarter
of one percent of the state’s revenue per
project per year. Carter says, "a small state
would not be precluded from havingalarge
project located in it.”

The concept of shared financial partici-
pation has been generally applauded by
the governors of the Western states, but
they feared they would be unable to afford
it at the levels required by the Carter mes-
sage. By placing a limit on the amount
necessary for participation, Carter has ap-
peased many of his crities in the West.
Idaho’s Gov. John Evans, for instance, orig-
inally opposed the idea, but now says that
it “has merit.”

Among the governors of the West, reac-
tion has been mild to the plan in general, a
considerable change from a year ago, when

"The waste of water

in the West is likely to

continue. There are no teeth in the policy as far
as agriculture is concerned.”

agriculture from conservation require-
ments, and the handling of water projects
already authorized by Congress.

The administration’s policy is designed
to provide a “new, national emphasis on
water conservation,” according to the
President’s message, delivered June 6. The
policy reqguires that conservation be
studied as an alternative to proposed water
projects. It also requires development of
water conservation programs "as a condi-
tion of contracts for storage or delivery of
municipal and industrial water supplies
from federal projects.”

Carter says the policy would provide
"technical assistance to farmers...on how to
conserve water.” The policy does pot re-
quire conservation from farmers. Black-
welder says, "The policy is weakest,in the
area of agricultural water conservation.
The waste of water in the West is likely to
continue. There are no teeth in it as far as
agriculture is concerned.”

Also under the heading of conservation,
Carter is altering the pricing mechanism
for water from federal projects. To obtain
greater repayment for project costs, the
policy says that contracts for water from
fuderal projects will be renegotiated every
five years instead of every 40 years, as cur-
rent practice dictates. The federal govern-
ment will also reassess contracts to'change
swater prices so that the government recov-
ers operation and maintenance costs and
increased repayment of capital costs.

Carter also insists that "projects should
have net national economic benefits unless
there are environmental benefits which
clearly more than compensate for any

Adi

a policy was first suggested. The governors
say that Carter has apparently listened to
their complaints and fears about federal
water policy and taken them into consider-
ation.

Utah Gov. Scott Matheson, chairman of
the National Governors' Conference sub-
committee on water policy, said that
Carter's "recommendation for flexible
state participation appears to move in the
direction recommended by the nation's
governors.”

A note of caution was sounded by Col-
orado, however. Harris Sherman, execu-
tive director of the Colorado Department of
Natural Resources, says that, because ag-
ricultural water users pay lower rates,only
about 20 percent of the costs of agricultural
water projects are repaid to the govern-
ment. More money is realized through the
higher rates charged to municipal and in-
dustrial users. Sherman says this may en-
courage more industrial and municipal
projects than agricultural ones.

Sherman also warns that the administ-
ration may be able to enact a de facto cost-
sharing program with the states simply by
refusing to seek funding for projects the
states are unwilling to help finance.

Carter is hasizi ining in-

“better than nothing”
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WESTERN WATER will have to be conserved by municipal and industrial
users under the new federal water policy.

through without a lot of work, and not in
this session in any case.”

Carter has promised to veto any legisla-
tionthat includes funding for the eight new
water projects he rejected in his "hit list”
lastyear. A House vote on those projects is
the first test of the water policy on Capitol
Hill. Western waler projects that may be
affected are Narrows and Fruitland Mesa

stream flows of water to protect fish, wild-
life and other values. This aspect drew
criticism from Wyoming Gov. Ed

in Colorado and Savery-Pothook on the
Wyoming-Colorado border.

Herschler, who says the phasis on

minimum stream flows shows that Carter
lacks understanding of Western water
needs

Cari:er did not recommend changes in

economic deficit.” In ion, proj
whose economic benefits most heavily
outweigh the associated costs of the project
and have the fewest environmental conse-
quences will be given priority for available
funds.

Among the states, the most controversial :

mofthewalerpn]?qmmewi-

the di rate that is used to determine
the economie feasibility of projects. The
Environmental Policy Center calls the cur-
rent rate of 6.625% “unreasonably low”
and charges that it does not reflect current
hank interest rates.

EPC's Blackwelder also says that a
major flaw in the plan is its treatment of

jects that have already been authorized

or funded. These projects will be exempt

from the water policy and not be re-

evaluated according to the guidelines es-
Ahie aindinh

sions for state partici in the fundi
of federal water projects.
Thie policy says that, for projects that
would prod labl dities such as
L supply arBydroslectric power, the  tablishad

states would pay 10% of the costs of the
project. For projects such as flood control
that do not produce a salable commodity,
the state financing share would be five per-
cent.

In a concession to less populated states,
like most of those in the West, there is a

ion. There are

currently 800 projects that have been au-
ized, though most of them have not
been funded.

The only major portion of the policy re-
quiring Congressional action is the prop-
osal for state financial participation.
Blackwelder says, “They won't get that

Agreement reached

on St. Joe River

“Peace has come to the St. Joe Valley,”
Sen. Frank Church' (D-1daho) said as he
introduced compromise legislation that
would place about half of the St. Joe River
into the nation's Wild and Scenic River
Systemn. About 68 miles of the Idaho river
above the town of Avery would be included.
‘The upper 26 miles would be a wild river
and the lower 40 would be a recreational
river. No mining would be allowed along
the river under either designation.

Conservationists had asked that the en-
tire length of the river be included in the
system. They were particularly concerned
about the possibility of dredge mining in
the upper half, however. Property owners
along the lower half of the river had fought
any classification.

Audubon finds dam

a bad investment

The proposed Narrows Dam in north-
eastern Colorade would yield about 15
cents for each dollar invested by the federal
government — not the 32,10 projected by
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, says an
economist

The economist, Thomas M. Power of the
University of Montana, was paid to
analyze the project by the National Audu-
bon Society, which opposes the dam,

Power says povernment analysts overes-
timated how much farmers would be wil-
ling to pay for water from the Narrows
reservoir,

Meanwhile, the city ecouncil of Fort Mor-
gan, the town seven miles northeast of the
dam site, has voted 6-1 against the dam.
The council says it is worried about seep-
age, the high cost of building the project
and opposition from local farmers. It sug-
gested that the project be built upstream
near Greeley, Colo.

With the exception of Rep. Pat Schroeder
(D1, the Narrows project has the backing of
the Colorado congressional delegation.
Congress already has appropriated $1.5
million for the project. A decision on
whether it can be built is expected from the
U.S. Interior Department soon.

Environmentalists say the project could
harm critical habitat for sandhill and who-
oping cranes downstream on the Platte

River in Nebraska.

L =4
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EPA recommends relaxed national smog limits

DENVER STILL wonld nut meet clean air standards, desp:&e the Environ-

tal P

I to tolerate more smog in the air. Cities

such as CD]DrﬂdO Sprmgs and Puehln would meet the proposed new stan-

dards.

Carter asked to step into Foothills

"The real question,” said Rep. Bill Arm-
strong (R-Colo.), "is no longer which ver-
sion of Foothills should be built but who
will control the destiny of metropolitan
Denver and the state of Colorado.”

With that, Armstrong asked President
Camr to overrule Alan Mergon, regional

istrator for the Envir al Pro-
tection Agency, and grant a permit Merson
had denied for construction of the Foothills
water treatment project.

Merson said the Denver Water Board, in
proposing a 243-foot’dam, was trying to
il afleawith anelephant gun” because a
40-foot dam would adequately have served
Denver’s needs. He refused to grant a
dredging and filling permit for the project.

Douglas Costle, the EPA’s national ad-
ministrator, has indicated he would sup-
port Merson's decision. Armstrong asked
Carter to order Costle "to withdraw EPA's
objections to the Foothills plant.”

“Environmental and economic issues
have been debated for years,” Armstrong
said in a letter to the White House. “But
just about everybody agrees the Foothills
decision will have a crucial effect on the
future of Denver and, to a lesser extent, on
the rest of Colorado..It is truly a local
issue, an issue which the people of Colorado
are well able to settle.”

Gov. Dick Lamm; Sen. Floyd Haskell
{D-Colo.) and Rep. Tim Wirth (D-Colo.)
also uppose the EPA decision.

James L. Ogilvie, manager of the Denver
Water Department, has said the city may
fight the EPA decision in court,

In the meantime, the water department

has posted "keep out” signs at both ends of

Waterton Canyon, where the project would
be built. The signs went up because con-
struction work has begun on access roads
for the project.

Ouffitters win elk season hearing

For two years now, game wardens in
Cody, Wyo., have been urging the state
Game and Fish Commission to shorten the

Propose 34,500
acres for DuNoir

The House Interior public lands sub-
committee has approved a 34,500-acre
DuNoir addition to the Washakie Wilder-
ness Area in Wyoming.

"It's a balanced proposal,” said Rep. Teno
Roncalio (D-Wyo.), sponsor of the measure.
"The bill would preserve one of the most
beautiful areas in Wyoming. But we also
made deletions of oil and gas leased land
and areas of immediate timber sale poten-
tial.”

Roncalio originally had proposed a
43,700-acre addition, but scaled that down
to compromise with the Carter
administration's proposal for 28,800 acres.

The measure now goes to the full House
Interior Committee.

elk-hunting season in the area because
they said the herds are declining.

Last month, reports the Billings
Gazette, the commission held a hearingon
the matter in Cheyenne.

Robert Dohse, a Cody businessman, past
president of the Cody Chamber of Com-
merce and director of the State Motel As-
sociation, testified that hunting “is a $2
million a year industry,” and shortening
the hunting season "would jeopardize the
economy of the area.”

Bill Vehnekamp, at the time president of
the Wyoming Wildlife Federation and in
1977 the holder of an outfitter's license,
said, "The Wyoming Wildlife Federation is
strongly opposed to changing the dates
without further study.” The week after his
testimony, the federation voted Veh-
nekamp out of office.

Game wardens produced figures show-
ing the local elk population was declining.

The who are
appointees, voted not to change the hunt-
ing dates, but said that "studies (should) be
conducted.”

The town of Cody is named after Buffalo
Bill Cody, who contributed a great deal to
the disappearance of the buffalo from the
plains.

.y
1 1

The Environmental Protection Agency
has proposed tolerating more smog in the
air, a move that would make it easier for
communities to meet federal clean air

dards, the Rocky M News

Teports.

Smog, one of five pollutants for which
standards are set, will now be allowed in
the air up to levels of .10 parts per million
per hour instead of the previous .08 parts
per million.

EPA also says that smog will henceforth
be identified as “ozone” instead of “photo-
chemical oxidants.”

According to the News, EPA says the
new standards would probably mean that
Colorado Springs and Pueblo, currently
out of compliance with the smog standard,
would be able to comply. Denver still would
not comply, however.

Critics are charging that EPA is giving
in to the petroleum industry, which filed a
lawsuit last year challenging the standard.
However, the petroleum industry wanted
the standard raised by 300 percent to 500
percent — to between .25 and .4 parts per
million.

The News quotes an attorney who
worked on the petroleum case predicting
"disappointment among the oil industry,

which had been hoping that there would be
a greater relaxation of that standard.”

EPA says it is not giving in to the oil
industry. Terry Thoem, deputy director of
the energy office in EPA's Denver head-
quarters, says the standard was changed
because the original one was based on
faulty data.

EPA is required to set two standards for
smog, a primary standard to protect
human health and a secondary standard
dealing with effects on the public welfare.
Since 1971, the same standard has been
used for both. The proposed change would
affect only the primary standard, leaving
the secondary standard at .08 parts per
million.

Major sources of smog in cities include
gasoline stations, oil refineries and au-
biles, The noticeable health imp
of the pollutant are eye irritation, chest

tightness and coughing.

EPA’s decision is not final and the
agency is requesting comments on the
proposal. Comments should be sent to
Joseph Padgett, director, Strategies and
Air Standards Division, U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, Research Triangle
Park, N.C. 27709.

Developments shrinking Platte River

For many years, the Platte River used to
be described as “a mile wide and an inch
deep.” It's no deeper now, but it certainly is
narrower, says Garnett Williams, a hyd-
rologist with the U.S. Geological Survey in
Denver.

A six-month study of the Nebraska river
shows that reservoirs, groundwater pump-
ing, power plants and other diversions
have reduced the Platte’s flow so much
that, in some sections, it carries anly one-
fourth the water it did in 1865, Williams
says.

"The drastic changes due to various de-
velopments associated with man” are
common to other Western rivers such as
the Colorado in Arizona, he says.

Because of the reduced flow, Williams
says, wildlife habitat has been endangered
and the amount of irrigation water re-
duced. What used to be a river channel in
many cases is overgrown with vegetation,
he eays. Predators hide in the vegetation
and prey on the sandhill cranes and the
endangered whooping cranes, he says.

Photo by Lynne Bama

ELK HERDS are declining around Cody, Wyo., yet the state Game and Fish
Commission, after hearing from outfitters,has decided not to shorten the

hunting season.
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DIRTY DOZEN, For the first time, En-
vironmental Action’s Dirty Dozen list in-
cludes U.S. senators. Sens, Jesse A. Helms
(R-N.C:) and Strom Thurmond (R-8.C.) join
10 congressmen on the list of legislators
Environmental Action deems most worthy
of defeat this year because of their anti-
environmental voting records. The con-
gressmen are: William L. Armstrong
(R-Colo.); Garry Brown (R-Mich.); Samuel
L. Devine (R-Ohio); Willis D. Gradison, Jr.
(R-Ohio); George V. Hansen (R-Idaho);
Jerry Huckaby (D-La.); John T. Myers
(R-Ind.); Ted Risenhoover (D-Okla.); Ray
Roberts (D-Tex.); and Jamie L. Whitten
D-Miss.).

INFLATION AND THE ENVIRON-
MENT. Charles Schultze, chairman of the
president’s Council of Economic Advisers,
recently told Douglas Costle, adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection

WATER NOT A MINERAL. Jesus Christ
turned water into wine. Charlestone Stone
Products Co. has been trying to turn it into
amineral. Thirteen years ago, the Interior
Deparumt sued Charlestone, saying the

Agency, that proposed reg 8 govern-
ing industrial emissions would be unneces-
sarily costly to business. Since Schultze is
close to the president, an EPA spokesman
said he carries clout. Schultze’s statement
‘was part of an anti-inflation campaign, and
environmentalists are worried that the
campaign may signal declining emphasis
by government on pollution control, re-
ports the Omaha World-Herald.

Western energy show hits the road

They describe themselves as “an un-
paralleled extravaganza,” and "smashing
theater,” but they carry a message about
pollution, conservation and the sun.

The New Western Energy Show is off on
its third summer tour with skits, music,
exhibits and workshops about renewable
energy.

In June and early July the tour will visit
the Montana towns of Lewistown, Glen-
dive, Havre and Conrad.

ROBIN LEENHOUTS AND DAVID
NIMICK are co-direciors of the New
Western Energy Show, a irnve]mg
band and t

of enter

promoting renewable energy.

Inlate July the show will offer classes for
children in Helena, Mont.

In August, it will perform at Glacier and
Grand Teton national parks.

The troupe hopes to spend September,
October, and November touring schools in
the region. The show costa schools or towns
a minimum of $250 per day.

For those who would like to set up their
own energy show, the group has published
a book entitled The Energy Show that
contains music, stage directions and a
35-page script for a children’s show. A
movie about the show will also be available
soon. The show, which is sponsored by the
Alternative Energy Resources Organiza-
tion, is based in Helena at 226 Power
Block, 59601, (406) 443-7272. Robin
Leenhouts and David Nimick are its co-
directors.

‘ classifieds

WYOMING NAM. For a democratic
socialist view of the energy crisis, nuclear
and solar power, send $1.50 to help cover
mailing costs to Wyoming NAM, Box 238,
Laramie, Wyo. 82070,

CANYON COUNTRY GUIDEBOOKS.
For a list of 12 guidebooks and maps de-

¥'s 25 sand and gravel mining -
claims were invalid because they were not
based on discovery of a valuable mineral.
Charlestone persuaded lower federal
courts that the water it uses for washing
sand and gravel was a valuable mineral.

GAS PRICE DEREGULATION. A
House- Senate con.ference commmee re-
cently } t

natursl gas pnces by 1985. Energy Secret-
ary James Schlesinger says he expects
Congress to adopt the compromise. Furth-
ermore, Schlesinger says, “There will be
some small increase in energy prices, in
gas prices...(But) I would think the impact
on the wet oflwmg l’or consumers would be

But the Supreme Court, after hearing the
Interior Department and several water-
short states argue that the lower courts’
ruling would “unsettle the law of water
rights throughout the Western states,” this
month unanimously rejected Charlestone's
argument.

SOLAR ENERGY FOR THE JOB-
LESS. About $3 million has been set aside
by the Departments of Labor, Energy and
the Community Services Administration
for a program to train unemployed workers
to install solar heating equipment in the
homes of poor families. The equipment will
go in about 1,000 homes in a dozen com-
munities during the 1979 fiscal year, the
departments said.

service
directory

LARSEN'S BICYCLES |

IIIEAST Ind -~ PHOME 754-5481
POWELL, WYOMING §2435

RALE/H

CARVEDHIKING STAFF

Handsome oak, displays seagulls, tree,
fish — postpaid $14.95. (Its unique.)
Lifetime quality.

i P.0. Box 17751
STAFF O Memphis, TN 38117

scribing the canyon country of southeast.
ern Utah, write Wasatch Publishers, P.O.
Box 963H, Moab, UT 84532,

UTAH WRITERS sought by HCN. We are

Classroom rates

Educators, order High Country News
for classroom use in bulk for the Sep-
tember school term.

HCN centerspreads often cover the
flora and fauna of the West. Natural
history classes have found them an ex-
citing resource.

Journalism classes use HCN as a re-
search tool and as.an example of alter-
native reporting. Environmental de-
sign classes read HCN for ideas on al-
ternative energy use. Business and law
schools subscribe to HCN for news of
natural resource conflicts.

For bulk rates for your school or stu-
dents; contact HCN at Box K, Lander,
Wyo. 82520 or call (307) 332-4877. (In-
cividual issues of HCN may be purch-
ased in bulk, t00.)

d in stories from Utah on air pol-
lution, alternative energy innovations,
coal development, and people making the
news. Pay is two cents to four cents per
word for fair, accurate news reporting.
One-sided diatribes unacceptable. Contact
Joan Nice, Box K, Lander, Wyo. 82520
with story ideas

RANGER WANTED, Now taking applica-
tion for the position of Montana Wilderness
Association Wilderness Ranger for the
1978 field season. Applicants must be per-
sonable, in good physical condition and wil-
ling to spend much of the summer in
Montana's designated and de facto wilder-
ness areas, distributing wilderness litera-
ture and saliciting members for the associ-
ation. Pay will be based on a 50% commis-
sion of new memberships obtained and a
one time “grubstake.” Please mail personal
resumes to; Montana Wilderness Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 635, Helena, Montana
59601.

i BACK TO THE LAND
MAILING SERVICE

'Heoeive mailings from dozens of back-to-
the-land publications and businesses.
From solar and wind energy 1o dehydrators
and drip irrigation. Keep infarmed; save
time and postage. Receive maiings for six
months, $3 or write for information.

G & J Distributors, Dept. MM. 4523 Labath, Santa
Rosa, CA 95401

N dealers for :
_C%_W Clivus Ipulﬁ‘mg
s
Suge® ficdo dosion
yechrmp wl i %
T i st e
g e e

made the com-
ments June 4 on NBC's "Meet the Press.”

ON
NATURAL
MOTHERING

Home births ~ midwifery nutrition
natural child care  alternative education

Single Issue: $2.25
One Year $8.00

Box 184, Ridgway, Colo.
81432

KAYAKS & CANOES

Do it'yourself and save 50%.
FREE CATALOG, PLASTICRAFTS
2800 N. SPEER BLVD.

DENVER, COLO. 80211

- Peregrine Smith, Inc.
Purveyors of fine books— ')
including Western history, fiction
art and architecture
Write for Catalog

P.0. Box 667 + Layton, Utah 84041

Rocky Mtn. National
" Park wiking frsil - plus Indian
Peaks. Complete guide 1o 440+
miles of trail. Maps, drawings.

w Quality guaranteed. Free

Catalog, $7.50 postpaid
ree, Box 6X, Charlotte, NC 26210

HCN Survey
The May 5, 1978 issue of High Country
News contains the current HCN Survey
and Reader Profile. Tell us where to
go! Fill out the survey and send it to
HCN, Box K, Lander Wyo. 82520

WILDLIFE PHOTOS

ORIGINAL CUSTOM PRINTED WILDLIFE
PHOTOGRAPHS HAND PRINTED ON
BEAUTIFUL GLOSSY NON-FADING
CIBACHROME PHOTOGRAPHIC PAPER.
VERY TRUE COLOR, ALL AGAINST BEAUT-
IFUL NATURAL BACKGROUNDS.

ANTELOPE — Newbom fawn, running
doe, buck, big herd. DEER— Buck in velvet,
buck leaping fence, fawns in winter, ELK —
Bull on snow, bull in velvet, bugling bull.
GOLDEN EAGLE — Immature bird in nest
(extreme closeup). CANADA GEESE —

PRAIRIE DOG, MARMOT, STRUTTING
SAGE GROUSE, TRUMPETER SWANS
8x10 print — $10 — add $1 for matboard
mount. Available on beautiful REDWOOD
PLAQUE for $5 axtra 11x14 print — $20 —
add $2 for matboard (no plaques) Other
wildlife scenes — write, probably have
them.

[ED'S CAMERA. ADVENTURES, 242 Main Street,

Lander, Wyoming 82520 (307) 332-3800.
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LOONEY LIMERICKS
by Zane E. Cology

Those people who run EPA

Held Colstrip and Foothills at bay.
They faced the big stacks
And Denver’s attacks.

May their skies be not smoky all day.

SOLAR ENERGY HEARINGS

On May 3, Sun Day, President Carter
said he wanted to speed up the develop-
ment of solar energy. To promote this, the
Department of Energy will hold public
hearings this month. In the Rocky Moun-
tain states, the hearings will be: June 19, 1
to 9 p.m., at the Northern Hotel in Billings,
Mont.; June 21, 1 to 9 p.m., at the Salt
Palace in Salt LakeCity; June 27,9 a.m. to
10:30 p.m., at the Auraria Student Center
in Denver. Pre-registration deadlines for
the Billings and Salt Lake meetings have
already passed. For the Denver hearing,
register by June 21 at DOE Region VIII,
P.O. Box 26247 — Belmar Branch,
Lakewood, Colo., 80226,

NEW MEXICO URANIUM

The Southwest Research and Informa-
tion Center has prepared a publication
with details on New Mexico's uranium in-
dustry, including lists of operations, peaple
and organizations involved. It is current to
March 1978 and will be updated quarterly.
The document is available from Southwest
Research ‘and Information Center, P.0

Box 4524, Albliguerque, N'M. 87106, The’

price is $15 for individuals and not-for-
profit organizations, $50 for profit-making
corporations.

_@' STONECROP
1oy PO BOX 685-1
L «  GREELEY €O 80631

Foceds sales will
proceds from e
¢ Wi frfroe atalog

E& Bulletin Board

IDAHO AQUATIC NATURAL AREAS

The Idaho Water Resources Institute has
published an inventory of Idahe's aguatic
natural areas. The areas have been clas-
sified scientifically to aid in the evaluation
of each area. Aquatic Natural Areas in
Idaho is available for $5.00 from the Idaho
Water Resources Research Institute, Uni-
versity of Idaho. Moscow, Idaho 43543, The
institute will also conduct a summer aqua-
tic biology workshop from July 18 te 27,
which will be limited to 12 students. For
further information, contact Dr. Fred W.
Rabe at the University of Idaho.

SMALL FARM
ENERGY NEWSLETTER

The Small Farm Energy Project
Newsletter is an irregular publication,
designed to disseminate information on
renewable alternative energy sources for
farms. The newsletter is available to any-
one who wants to receive it by writing to
the Small Farin Energy Project, P.O. Box

736, Hartington, Neb. 68739,

TRAILS PROCEEDINGS

A limited number of copies of proceed-
ings are available from the 1977 ldaho
Trails Symposium held Nov. 12-13 at the
University of Idaho. The 62-page publica-
tion is based on the theme, "River and Trail
Restrictions — New Approach to Recrea-
tion in [daho?” Presentations were by river
and trail users (both motorized and non-
motorized) and by public land managers.
Send two dollars withchecks payable to the
University of Idaho. Write to the Coor-
dinator of Continuing Education, College
of Forestry, University of [daho, Moscow,
Idaho 83843,

WORK

The National Center for Appropriate
Technology is looking for a publications
editor, NCAT also seeks an education-
media specialist. The publications editor
job would pay $17,000 per year and is av-
ailable Aug. 1. The education-media job
pays $14,000 and is available June 1. Re-
sumes should be sent to: The National
Center for Appropriate Technology, Atin.
Business Office, P.O. Box 3838, Futte,
Mont., 59701.

MULTIPLE USE
The public is invited 10 comment on

ENERGY MAPS
- Maps of UL.S. energy transportation sys-
tems are available from the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey. The series ol 19 multi-colored
maps show oil, gas, coal, electricity, and
other forms of movable energy from pro-
duction to consumption points. The maps

Country News-15
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. WATER CONSERVATION

A pamphlet on water conservation de-
vices has been published by the U.8. Gov-
ernment Printing Office. The publication
gives general information on advantages
and disadvantages of using different de-
vices, ranging in price from nothing to sev-
eral thousand dollars. According to the
pamphlet, one community reduced its

are $1.50 each. Order lists are available.
For maps from west of the Mississippi,
write to USGS Branch of Distribution, Box
25286, Building 41, Federal Center, De-
nver, Colo. 80225

NUCLEAR COSTS

The cost increases of nuclear power since
the early 1960s are the subject of a report
prepared by the California Institute of
Technaology. The study, Cost Escalation
of Nuelear Power, concludes thatnuclear
capital costs have risen more rapidly than
the gross national product deflator or the
Construction Industry Price Index. The re-
port is available free [rom the Environ-

Bureau of Land M; I
multiple-use management of the Lea-East
Eddy Planning units in New Mexico at a
public hearing June 22 at 7 p.m. in the
Holiday Inn at 3700 National Parks High-
way, Carlsbad, N.M,

Tim O'Brien —
Eclectic fiddle

Guess Who's in Town

This album's query: “Guess Wha's in Town?"
is answered with such a variety of musical styles
and songs that one knows Tim O'Brien and
friends must be in town.

O'Brien is a fine singer and a triple-treat in-
strumentalist. He plays fiddle, mandolin, and
guitar. His voice is a haunting tenor

There are 15 selections on thisalbum. Side one
is fiddle-filled, with eight tunes from the country.
Side two vocals include some sweet, vibrant,
swing numbers like *‘Guess Who's in Town"' and
""Cadillac-in’ " (with the Ophelia Swing Band).

To order: send $5 to:

Tim O'Brien, 1251-A, Verbena Street, Denver,
Colo. 80220. (Biscuit City Records — BC 1317)
HCN is sharing the profits on sales of thisalbum.

mental Quality Laboratory, CIT,
Pazad Calif. 91125,
CLEARINGHOUSE

Almost a year ago, Organizers Clearing- 3

house began helping people who wanted to
work for nonprofit community groups. To
further aid those seeking that type of work,
the clearinghouse now is printing a news-
letter. For more information, contact: Tim
Sweeney, 149 Ninth St, San Francisco,
Calif, 94103.

SOLAR ENERGY PROMISE

The Council on Environmental Quality

says that by the year 2000, the United
States could produce one-guarter of its
energy from solar technologies. And by the
year 2020, half of the country’s energy
needs could come from the sun, according
to Solar Energy: Progress and Promise,
a CEQ sponsored review of the technical
and economic status of solar power. Copies
are available from CEQ, 722 Jackson

Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 or |

from the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington,
D.C. 20402. The price is $2.30.

water by 25% by using the
devices. For a copy, write to the Superin-
tendent of Documents, U.8. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 20402

and ask for publication number
024-000-00837-1.
JOBS WITH EARS

Flexible working hours, generous vaca-
tions, access to one of the largest alterna-
tive energy libraries in the world, and pro-
duce from an organic garden are among the
ind the Envi tal Action
Reprint Service is offering potential emp-
loyees. The service says it soon will have
one, possibly two, openings for full-time
workers at a salary of $100 per week. Re-
sumes and letters should be sent to: EARS,
2239 E. Colfax, Denver, Colo., 80206.

|7
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Carl Whitman: a drop-out with alternative ideas

by Marjane Ambler

Carl Whitman is a drop-out and proud of
it. He won't say if he dropped out of school
ormahluhedmety,mthsmakuﬂc]mr
he's dropped out of th 1 energy
race.

At Indian energy conferences in the
West, two or three speakers inevitably
argue against exploiting coal under the re-
servations because they say such develop-,
ment could ruin Indian culture. Whitman
ulua]]yut.heonlymhamrkmlde-

t from a tect ical, as well as
cultural, viewpoint.

A stocky man in his mid-60’s, who usu-
ally wears a vest with Indian beadwork
and has long gray braids that dangle over
his shoulders, Whitman stands before a

hone and tells his aud that eoal

ince we haven't
leurwimmgetﬂsafullvnlusomnfmal
“Coal-burning power plants were de-
veloped during a time of abundance. We
can’t afford to use them now...it's a need-

less squandering of ourresources,” he says.

More than half the potential energy from

coal is wasted.

At a meeting in Billings, Mont., he ac-
cused professors from Montana State Uni-
versity of prostituting their profession by
assuming that further coal development
was necessary rather than trying to im-
prove the efficiency of coal-burning.
His facile use of the jargon of physics and
chemutry shows he has had years of
training, but he won’t say how
much. “Too many people measure what you
say by where you graduated from instead of
by the content. I like to pride myself on
being a drop-out — you can take it as either
an academic drop-out or a social drop-out,”
he says.
In the 19608, he quit teaching al Arizona
State University to become a field coor-

CARL WHITMAN: "1 pride myself on
being a drop-out.”

dinator for VISTA (Volunteers in Service
to America). He had become "disenchanted
with dishing out second hand knowledge”
and was eager to find new knowledge (new
to him, he is quick to add). He returned to
his reservation, Fort Berthold in North
Dakota, but became dissillusioned with
tribal government as a means of improving
the lives of his people. He had served on the
tribal council and was tribal chairman for
three terms.

Now he is director of the Industrial De-
velopment Commission, which is funded by
the Economic Development Authority, a
federal agency, and is responsible for
economic planning for the Three Affiliated
Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation.

His emphasis there has been on alterna-
tive energy. He was responsible for an al-

ternative energy conference last winter at
Fort Berthold, which was attended by rep-
resentatives of tribes from several states.
He also brought speakers to the reserva-
tion for a workshop on solar energy for Sun
Day this spring.

In fact, he has been so preoceupied with
alternative energy that some tribal mem-
bers say he has been derelict in his duties.
“Hehas & job asan EDA planner, and
he’s not doing it,” one tribal member says.
However, the critic admits that part of the

showed little interest in alternatives,
“You'll end up with a mess.” His hopes lie
largely with young people, whom he con-
siders more “turned on” than their elders.

A son, Jason Bluebird, has adopted many
of his father’s interests. He recently built a
subterranean earth lodge with a solar
greenhouse, which utilizes many princi-
ples of energy conservation.

To Whitman, the use of alternative
energy is more than a hobby. He says he
t‘eelsamsponsibilitymthe nextgeneration

“If we can demonstrate that there are viable
alternatives without destroying the land, then it
would be shameful for the petroleum companies
to take fossil fuels from under us.”

problem might be that “you can’t be a
prophet in your own land.”

Whitman is seeking a grant that might
resolve the conflict. A new tribal corpora-
tion, Noughbahga, Inc. (The People Inc.),
applied to the Department of Energy for
$560,000 to be used for research, design,
development and testing of solar and other
alternative energy systems. Whitman
hopes the tribal mrparahun can produce
the al ive energy at low
cost. He also hopes the corporation can de-
monstrate that such alternatives are prac-
tical. Indians, like whites, have developed
the habit of turning on switches, Whitman
says. Few reservation residents attended
the two alternative energy meetings, and
that to Whitman showed they distrust
what they consider to be exotic new tech-
no]ogles

"How many adults do you see here?” he
asked school children at the Sun Day work-
shops. He told them that because adults

to leave a livable world, He thinks the pet-
roleum industry has an "insidious scheme”
to upset the values of rural people. “When
we have a taste of affluence, we're primed
for exploitation,” he says.

"If we can demonstrate that there are
viable alternatives without destroying the
land, then it would be kind of shameful for
the petroleum companies, etc., to take
these resources (fossil fuels) out from under
us,” he says.

"Much of what I'm doing is dismissed as
wild fantasies,” he says. However, that
doesn’t stop him. “If this happens (massive
energy development), it will not be because
1didn’t do my part to avert it,” he says.

-Dear Priends,

JAZMYN MCDONALD

Welcome to Jazmyn McDonald, our
pew office manager, bookkeeper and

nine errors in two on her
typing test and still convince us to hire
her. The staff gathered one afternoon to
discuss the applications and decided,
based on intangibles, that we wanted
McDonald. She would learn to typeset.
There 'were no dissenters.

She comes to us from SEERS
WEEKLY in Albuquerque, N.M.,
where her duties included advertising,
promotion, bookkeeping, layout, a

typesetter.
She’s the only person who could make

weekly news page and the city council
beat. She has a B.A. in economics from
Stanford University and experience
waitressing in Grand Teton National
Park, planting trees, gardening, and
doing legal research.

Three summers in the Tetons were
what convineed her she wanted to live
in Wyoming year-round. The first thing
she noticed about High Country News
was that we used a reversal of the Te-
tons for our flag on the front page. She
liked the reporting and the “friendly
feel” of the paper, too, she said.

After only a few weeks together, we
suspect that McDonald intends to make
a dent in the disorder that i

signments charted in the lunch room,
She has tamed the typesetting machine
and has gone on to upgrade our budget-
ing techniques.

What brings such a whirlwind to
High Country News? In a letter of
application McDonald told us that
Lander was central to areas of the coun-
try that are endangered, “and I am
eager to further their preservation.”

We made it through our second an-
nual Lander Citizens Footrace June
3rd. The event happened to coincide
with meetings of the Sierra Club and
the Wyoming Outdoor Council in
L.ander Six High Country News staff

ished the five-mile course,

prevails at High Country News.
Already she has our weekly cleanup as-

THE STARTING LINE at the High Country News Footrace.

as did countless inspiringly fit High
Country News readers and friends.
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