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CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL!
The numbers after your name stand for the

month and year your sul

expires. Ifit's

about due, how about sending in $12 today? It
assures you good service and saves HCN both

time and money.
The 4 Environmental Bi-Weekly

NRC agrees fo study problem

Yellowcake spilled; clean u

by Timothy Lange

On Colorado's southeastern plains, the
air was unusually still and damp in the
early hours of Tuesday, Sept. 27. Don Lee
Atwood and William James Pipher were,
as Atwood would put it later, "boogying
down the boulevard (U.S. 287)" in the
five-axled truck they were driving to Ok-
Iahoma for their employer — Lee Way
Motor Freight. Atwood was behind the
wheel.

On the seat beside them was a two-page
set of instructions explaining what they
should do in case some of their
40,329-pound cargo of velloweake uranium
should sornehow escape from its 50 steel
drums. The instructions were from Exxon
Nuclear, producer of the yelloweake.

About 15 miles north of Springfield, a
town of 1,800 near the Oklahoma Panhan-
dle, three horses made a surprise appear-
ance on the highway. Atwood swerved and

. The truck crashed into the horses,
slid off the road into the borrow pit, over-
turned and dumped 10,000 pounds of its
load over a 3,000-sq.-foot area.

The men, though not critically injured,
were trapped in the truck cab. Some 20 feet
from them was a foot-high layer of fine,
floury, yellow powder, a ground-up concen-
trate of uranium oxide. Having passed
through the trailer rig’s top and side, many
ruptured drums that had contained the
powder were now as unrecognizable as the
horses. 7

On each drum were the stenciled words
"Exxon USA"; references to weight and
density; a standard triangular symbol for
radioactivity; and the letters “LSA” The
letters stand for "low specific activity,”
meaning that the yellowcake emits a low
level of radiation.

Including shetiff's deputies, the truck
drivers, a rescue team, and passers-hy,
about 80 people spent time at the spill site
without protective clothing or respirators.
Tests later showed the drivers, police, and
rescuers were uncontaminated.

Natural background radiation in that
part of the state is between .014 and 021
milliroentgen of gamma radiation an hour.
(A milli tgen is one-th dth of a
roentgen, a standard calibration of
radioactive decay.) When the first meas-
urement was taken by state health de-
partment officials at the crash site, the
gamma radiation was .8 milliroentgen an
hour. Because police had covered the yel-
lowcake with plastic tarpaulins, prevent-
ing the escape of alpha radiation, the

{continued on page 4)

THE SPRINGFIELD ACCIDENT and its chaotic after-
math have raised serious st about shj of routi
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radioactive and other hazardous materials that
ly pass through heavily populated areas.

Scenic bill to protect Jackson Hole
Congress considers
$200 million bill

HAY MEADOW OR SUBDIVISION?
homes on a hay meadow in the valley.

One proposal would put 500 new
Photo taken south of Jackson, Wyo.

by Jean Witmeyer Hocker

Jackson Hole, Wyo., is fighting to hold
onto its wid d world-fe
scenery — and is turning to the federal
g for help. In September, Sen,
Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.) and Rep. Teno
Roncalio (D-Wyo.) introduced legielats
that would establish a Jackson Hole Scenic
Area, providing $200 million in federal

to purchase scenic easements on
some of the valley's private lands.

The Jackson Hole valley, just south of
Yellowstone in northwestern ‘Wyoming,
lies amid nearly 18 million acres of
federally-owned land — the national
parks, forests, wilderness areas, and wild-
life refuges that make up the Greater Yel-
North Amierica migrates into the valley
each year to winter on the National Elk
Refuge. The area is also prime winter
habitat for moose and mule deer and hosts

(continued on page 5)
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‘we have to start thinking about trading
grizzly bears for power plants or strip
mines, We have to work as stridently on
individual issues as we can.

Frank DeShon, the Idaho biologist who
simply muldn: remember making those

GOVERNMENT DESERVES CREDIT

Dear High Country News,

First, T am a real fan of HCN.

Secmd.ltmmdnnmmperﬂeet.ml
mention the following as proof my hus-
band read the article on Cheyenne's
methane-solar greenhouse with a lot of in-
terest (HCN Nov. 18). He has worked on
several solar greenhouse projects, some
with government aid and some without.
The Cheyenne project has been supported
by $28,000 in federal Community Services
Administration money and $2,000 in
Laramie County money, plus lots nf‘va]un—
teer labor.

Thus it was with some ish

ider, seemed to be
wnhngnnderdmsa. Iwonder ifthe Idaho
Fish and Game gave DeShon a
retract-or-you're-fired  ultimatum?
Schneider may be good with words, but no
journalist could make up all the state-
ments attributed to DeShon. The claims of
being misquoted and having statements
taken out of context seem like the Monday
morning reflections of a public official
caught telling the truth.

The comments of Laird Noh (National
Woolgrowers Assn.) and Clarence Hulet
(U.S. Sheep Experimental Station) must be
taken at face value. They are the concerned
and appropriate views of two people who
represent the views of sheepmen. I've
spoken with Mr. Hulet personally, and I
have no doubt what his views are on the
proper place of grizzly and sheep in [daho's
Targhee National Forest. Fortunately, the
public-at-large doesn’t seem to agree.

that we read the concluding line of the arti-
cle: "He (Al Duran, project leader) says it
shows that there are ways for communities
to solve envi ] and ic prob-

What Schneider was trying to say in his
article, as well as in his book, is that the
g:rlnl:r won't be secure until we stop chip-
pmg away at its habitat. We've already

lems without government help.”
Hey, now, give credit where credit is due!

Tally Stewart’
Corvallis, Ore.

DIRTY AIR WARNING
Dear editor,

Congrats'on a piece well done; your clean
air wrap-up. | hope HCN will continue to
monitor implementation of the act, a task
which will keep many environmentalists
busy for a long time.

Concerning your editorial "Caution: Liv-
ing Here is Uml‘e the Senate bill dn:l
include a that the admi
trator of EPA arrange for warnings of un-
healthy air at access points to metropolitan
areas. The provision contemplated high-
way signs and notices at major transporta-
tion terminals. °

The conference committee modnl'ed the
Senate provision to require states to im-
plement measures which effectively mtlfy
the public of unhealthy air and dangerous
1ir episodes. In addition, the public is sup-
sosed to be notified of the hazards of pol-
luted air and ways they can help improve
the situation. The committee did not con-
sider weather reports containing air qual-
ity infarmation sufficient to fulfill the bill's
requirements.

Ron Rudolph

Energy Coordinator
Friends of the Earth
8an Francisco, Calif.

CRITICAL QUESTION

Dear HCN, ¢

The abundance of mail you received on
Bill Schneider's grizzly-sheep article
(HCN, Oct. 21, 1977 very clearly points
out why the bear is in such a precarious
state: special interests must come first, and
if we can te the grizzly in the
process, so much the better.

None of the letters you received ans-
wered or addressed Schneider's critical
question — how can we best protect Idaho’s
remaining grizzlies? Rather. all were wor-
ried about their own particular interest.

Bill Bryan, self-appointed environmen-
tal guru and tactician, was worried about
the impact on the environmental move-
ment as a whole, and if this grizzly issue
might hurt the “cause.” | don't think con-
servation folks are at the point yet where

d 98% of the great bear's former
range. Can’t we make a serious effort to
protect the last 2%7? If so, the route
Schneider suggests seems to be the best
way.

Hank Fischer
Montana field representative
Defenders of Wildlife

NUKES IN BABES' HANDS

My dear friends at HCN,

In response to the letter you printed from
Marty Huebner, (HCN 8-12-77) about nuc-
lear power, let me say that the majority of
scientific people are against the use of

atomic power for any purpose, and espe-
cially nuclear power generating plants.

1 had the pleasure of exchanging letters
with Dr. Albert Einstein. In one of his
letters he remarked that he had put a tool
of the gods in the hands of babes when he
found his E-MC2 formula.

Today Nobel laureates, physicists,

geneticists, chemists, and many other sci-
entists — people who really know what
they are talking about — are fighting the
further development of nuclear power
plants in the US.A,

The Union of Concerned Scientists,
1208 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge,
Mass. 02138, is a group of knowledgeable®
scientists who are concerned enough to
have spent fortunes of their own money to
fight federal government's development of
more nuclear power reactors, and to put the
money into alternate sources of power —
such as solar r. These seientists are in
need of dollar contributions, by the way
and will appreciate all the help they can
get. It will be money invested in your own
future health, if they succeed.

Leora C. Sabin
Oakville, Wash.

GOOD COOPERATION

Dear Editor,

‘This letter is in reference to your recent
article titled “Grizzlies Roam Where Sheep
Graze — Destined for Conflict or Destruc-
tion."

It was a shock to me and a blow to the
ldaho Department of Fish and Game when
the article by Bill Schneider appeared in
your paper. The Idaho Depariment of Fish
and Game has been vitally concerned with
the welfare of the grizzly for many years, as
evidenced by the total closure to hunting
gince 1946 and our participation in the In-
teragency Grizzly Bear Study Team. Be
that as it may, both Idaho and federal law
have provisions that allow owners to de-
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stroy predators preying on domestic lives-
tock. This provision is also part of the rules
classifying the grizzly as a threatened
species under the Endangered Species Act
of 1973.

In otder for both sides to function in an

, the el of trust

and cooperation must be nurtured by
everyone involved, Because of prevailing
views, solutions take time and understand-
ing from all interested constituents. This is
what the Idaho Woolgrowers' Association
and the Idahe Department of Fish and
Game have delicately pursued over the
past few years, Without question, there has
been good ion between sh
and the Interagency Grizzly Bear Study
Team.

A sensational and inflammatory article
such as yours, regardless of the subject,
does not encourage working out solutions,
but goes a long way toward negating im-
proved relationships and trust.

Joseph C. Greenley, director
Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game
Boise, Id.

MINI-WILDERNESSES
BETTER

Dear Editor,

Dave Foreman's article, " Are we degrad-
ing the wilderness system?” (HCN, Nov. 4}
sent me hurrying back to my tattered copy
of the Wilderness Act handbook that his
society had published. Had he omitted a
key word in the definition? Yes, he had.
“Outstanding” — the areas to which the act
applies are those having outstanding
opportunities for solitude and primitive re-
creation, not just “those that any wild
country regardless of scenic value, ete., will
have” — to quote Foreman.

‘When too many members of the senior
class get called outstanding, the term is
degraded. In ordinary usage, it means
about the top 6%. At 10% it is getting

“The Calming Thought of All

That coursing on, whatever men s spocum:ona.

Amid the changing schook

philc

Amid the bawling presentations new and old,
The mund aanh S _vital laws, facts, modes continue.
Walt Whitman, from SANDS AT SEVENTY
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Unanswered questions in Jackson

An objective, dispassionate observer

U.8. treasury — or quash many land use

would have to acknowledge that Jack:
Hole, Wyo., is scenic — even spectacular.
The valley could be considered a working

P ing efforts around the country.
Some benefits could acerue to landow-
ners devoted to preservation even if the

definition of scenic beauty. The resid
aware of their treasure, are trying to pre-
serve it by getting Congress to fund the
Jackson Hole Scenic Area bill,

The question is, does Jackson Hole's pri-
vate land offer $200 million worth of
beauty to the public? This is the price tag
that has been attached to the scenic area,
though supporters concede that they may
have to do with less.

The arguments for spending the money
are compelling. The area is a major haven
for wildlife and the private land is an en-
clave among America’s most speetacular
parks and forests. And, Jackson Hole's
ranch lands offer tourists a taste of the
pastoral setting that typifies much of the
West. Many of these characteristica could
be preserved through the scenic area plan.

Hewever, there are issues that, as far as
we know, haven't been raised in the debate,
The proposal, if approved, could have far-
reaching implications, and these deserve to
be examined.

First, the scenic area proposal is essen-
tially a method to encourage certain types
of land use — in this case, open space — by
providing federal money to compensate the
landowners who are being regulated.
Should it be government policy to set the
precedent of cash compensation for
changes inland value that result from land
use planning? If accepted on a wide scale,
this principle could rapidly bankrupt the

federal g didn't pay them for
By donating to the
Neture Conservancy, or a similar group,
they could preserve the open space and re-
duce their heirs’ inheritance tax burden.

Secondly, the private land in Jackson
Hole represents only three percent of all
the land in Teton County. The rest of it —
about 18 million acres — is already pre-
served as a national park, forest, or refuge.
Even extensive developmentofthe valley's
privately-owned land would not affect
much land in the area.

Third, the federal preserves near Jack-
son Hole have hundreds of miles of perime-
ter in Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming.
Much of the adjacent land is in private
hands and potentially subject to the same
kinds of junky tourist development as
Jackson Hole. A rancher in Driggs, Idaho,
could argue that the view from the west
side of the Tetons is as important as the
view from Jackson Hole, so the govern-
ment should pay him, too. He might even
argue that the same $200 million would
buy a lot more scenery in Driggs than it
will in Jackson, where land prices reach
$30,000 per acre,

For the $200 million scenic area invest-
ment, the nation gets an unencumbered
view. As one critic of the plan says, if a
private citizen purchased such an ease-
ment from another private landowner, he
wouldn't even have the right to walk across

the land. The question is: Is that view —
even of the magnificence in Jackson Hole
— worth $200 million to the public? And,
couldn't the residents of the area assume
their own burdens of land use controls,
without federal help? )
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|We should heed farmers’ pleas |

Who would have predicted that a major
demonstration in 1977 would be staged by
one of the most staunchly conservative
groups in the nation — the farmers?

That such a group would take to the
streets like the radicals of the '60s must be
taken as a sign of the depth of the farmers’
discontent. -

While watching the tractor brigades
with fascination, Western environmen-
talists shouldn't ignore the farmers’ words.
‘When they tell us 1,000 farmers are forced
out of business every week, they're warn-
ing us that the way of life for all of us in the
West will be changing. The wide open
spaces, the small stable communities, the
blue skies, and the people are all closely
tied to agriculture as the base of the

Conflicts continue between enviranmen-
talists and people in agriculture in areas
such as grizzly-sheep balance, predator
control methods, and agricultural chemi-
cals. But many of our overall goals are the
same. We are both asking for a reordering
ofpriorities. (Onespeaker ata farm rally in
Cheyenne, Wyo., pointed out that Ameri-
cans pay only 17% of their income on food
while spending 19% on recreational vehi-
cles.)

Opening up communications is the best
way to find the areas of common ground.
Surprise your state’s agricultural leaders.
Ask them to send a speaker to the next
meeting of your environmental group to
tell you what you can do to help their
plight. You might start by telling them

economy. Thus, we should be d for
selfish reasons as well as altruistic ones,

you're prepared to pay more for your food.
iA

adulterated though the term is still some-
times appropriate. At 30%, the salt of the
earth has lost its savor. And remember,
‘we're talking about the senior class, the
areas otherwise fully qualified by their
wild and untrammeled character, etc.
There are uses unambiguously pros-
cribed for designated wildernesses that are
nevertheless appropriate for most unde-
veloped areas and, with suitable restric-
tions, would not unduly degrade them.
These include such things as well laid-out
jeep trails, suitably sited overnight shel-
ters and similar improvements of a perma-
nent nature that relieve the stress of usage
on the environment, and extraction of some
minerals,
Much more appropriate, I believe, would
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be adoption of Harold Wilm's suggestion
(American Forests, May 1974, pp 16-18)
to set aside “mini-wildernesses.” These ac-
tions are already within the regulatory
power of national forest and national park
superintendents as well as state and
county officials.

They could accomplish much of
Foreman’s objective of widening the vari-
ety of landscapes preserved in a pristine
state, with constraints more suitable to the
individual situation of each, without the
burdensome administrative procedures
and restrictions necessitated under the
Wilderness Act, and without questionable
interpretation of the intent of Congress.
The Wilderness Act will remain the
stronger for not being overstretched.

Wallace E. Howell
Golden, Colo.

Editors’ note: Foreman did not omit -

the word "outstanding" in his original
guest editorial. To pare down a long
sentence, the editors omitted it.
Foreman's original read: "It should
have outstanding opportunities for sol-
itude or primitive recreation (which
any wild country regardless of scenic
value, ete,, will have), and it may (not
must) contain other values.”

WANTS FOLLOW.UP

Dear editor,

Your paper has traditionally been one of
the most reasoned voices for the environ-
mental movement. It has treated both sides
of issues fairly, while never compromising
its environmental advocacy role. Because
of this [ was surprised at the insensitive
treatment given the grizzly-sheep issue in
your October 21 edition.

I have been involved in similar con-
troversies in Idaho in which parties to the
issue were initially similarly divided. Two

l islation and

ples were cougar |
L¥C

"1080" poisoning, issues which divided
sheep men and environmentalists. There-
fore, I feel [ can comment on your article
from experience.

1 know from experience that the sheep
industry has responsible leadership. 1
worked with this leadership during the
cougar controversy and they were instru-
mental in helping to bring about realistic
legislation. Cougar management in Idaho
is in its infancy, but I think that most peo-
ple will agree that it is a start, and it is
working. Sheep men helped bring it about.
I know the woolgrowers’ leadership is
eager to seek a similar solution to the
grizzly problem.

1 would very much like to see High
Country News do a follow-up on your ini:
tial article. I would suggest talking with
federal and state wildlife officials who are
involved in the program as well as different
sheep men. This, I think, would be in keep-
ing with your statement on the last page of
your October 21 issue that you endeaver to
present all sides of environmental issues.

Sincerely,

Maurice Hornocker

Idaho Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit
University of Idaho

Moscow, Idaho

UDALL AND LIONS

Dear HCN,

Many thanks for Peter Wild’s story
about Stew Udall and the Department of
Interior (Dec. 2). I'm sure that among the
things for which we “inlanders” ean thank
him is his preservation of salt water
beaches here and there. Beach-combing ac-
cess to the oceans can be health-giving at
times.

"Born Too Late” by Myra Connell (Dee.
2) rang a few bells. I saw a wolverine once

while fishing a stream in the Red Feather
Lakes area of Colorade. Years ago 1 saw
fresh tracks of a mountain lion near a one-
roum school house in the Pagosa Springs
area. I've never seen a mountain lion in its
own habitat, but have consoled myself
often by reading O, Henry's story, “The
Princess and the Puma.”

S. D. Isbell
Cheyenne, Wyo.

HOPE FOR HUNTERS

Dear Phil White,

In reference to your Nov. 18, 1977, arti-
cle in HCN:

Don't worry. After we eliminate all the
predators, in just a few more milleniums,
the deer mice will grow bigger by natural
selection.

Richard Klein
Riverton, Wyo. 82501
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Yellowcake. . .

(continued from page 1
health officials decided to wait until the
site was cleaned up before taking an alpha
count. The clean-up took 17 days.
Federal standards permit a site-count of
1,250 milliroentgen per quarter year. At

-worst, the spill would have raised the

gamma count at the rural site to 307 mil--
liroentgen for the three-month period, well
within the g t's safety guideli

Too much exposure to radiation can
cause cancer, but there is disagreement
among scientists about how much is too
much. Some experts argue that small
amounts are notharmful. Others, like Paul
Smith, chief radiological officer for the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s regional
office in Denver, say that "all increments of
radiation (above background) should be
avoided.”

Aside from the radiation involved, an-

immediate danger from yellowcake, as
with other heavy metals, is its chemical
toxicity. Ingested in minute guantities,
yellowcake can cause fatal kidney failure.
The maximum permissible "body burden”
is 17 milligrams.

LACKADAISICAL ATTITUDE

Whatever the degree of risk from the
spilled yellowcake, the Springfield acci-
dent and its chaotic aftermath have raised
serious guestions about shipments of

ive and other h dous materials
wh:ch toutinely pass through heavily
populated areas.

Federal policy regarding nuclear ship-
ments has been characterized by a "lack-
adaisical and dangerous attitude,” accord-
ing to U.S. Rep. Tim Wirth (D-Cola.}, has
been trying with limited success to im-
prove standards for shipping.

Responsibility for nuclear shipments has
been shared jointly for 15 years by the Nuc-
lear Regulatory Commission (NRC - for-
merly the Atomic Energy Commission!
and the Department of Transportation
1DOT.

A Nov. 30 meeting between the con-
gressman and NRC and DOT officials con-
vinced Wirth that the government is now
“serious” about making nuclear shipments
safer. A Wirth aide, Mike Jacob: said

the Springfield spill, said he is confident
the state’s emergency plans for handling
nuclear accidents are adequate. When
pressed about the plans, however, he said
they aren't written down because “each ac-
cident is different.”

As per regulations, Exxon, Lee Way, and
the Colorado Health Department were con-
tacted soon after the accident. But it was 12
‘hours before a health officer arrived at the
soene, lay Mattson ascribed to the poor
information about the extent of the spill.

The first Exxon officials to arrive, 15
hours after the accident, were surprised
that the health department expected them
to clean up the spill, something they
thought the department would do. Conse-
quently, they were unqualified and ill-
equipped to conduct the operation, accord-
ing to Robert Siek, the director of environ-
mental programs for the Colorado Office of
Health Protection.

Clean-up operations did not begin until
Sept. 30, three days after the accident, and
they proceeded slowly until Exxon ob-
tained special vacuum cleaners on Oct. 5.
The health department, in the absence of
specific federal guidelines for cleaning up
radiological spills, insisted that back-
ground radiation levels be achieved before
the site could be pronounced decontami-
nated. This was finally accomplished on
Oct. 14,

The agreement between Wirth and the
Federal officials to study the safety of nuc-
lear shipments and the adequacy of
emergency plans is an abrupt reversal of
NRC's earlier stand. - -

After the spill, NRC had reported that
there was little danger from the yellow-
cake and that existing transportation
standards are satisfactory.

Wirth, state health officials, and EPA
experts disagreed with that assessment.

Transportation regulations, complained
the congressman, do_not require that
uranium shipments be routed around
major urban centers, mor that they be
hauled in closed trucks or lashed down, nor
that they be carried in safe containers.
Richard Rawls of DOT's Office of Hazard-
ous Materials said the department’s stan-
dards would have been met if the yellow-
cake had been carried "in paper bags.”

The NRC stated that "it is the limited
activity of the material iyellowcake) itself
rather than the packaging which permits
r.hone LSA shnpments to meet basic salel.y

NRC and DOT representatives have prom-
ised to complete a thorough study of nue-
lear shipments within six months.

Among issues to be studied are possible
requirements for emergency plans. the use
of crashprool containers, the routing of
shipments, financial liability for accidents.
and DOT's vehicle inspection capability.
Jacobson said he expects“at the very least”
to see tougher container standards and the
fixing of accident liability. Responsibility
cannot remain, as is now the case, he said.
with "someone like a trucking company
which has given s drivers the Evelvn
Wood quick cleanup course.”

There are 128 vehicle inspectors now on
DOT's payroll, only enough to do spot
checks of a fraction of the trucks which
carry yellowcake and other hazardous
materials. These random inspections have
found violations in 25% of the vehicles,
“Clearly.” said Jacobson. “inspections
must be expanded.”

Shippers of nuclear and other hazardous
materials. like Exxon. are not required to
have emergency plans for dealing with
transportation accidents. In the face of a
predicted quadrupling of nuclear ship-
ments between 1975 and 1985, the Federal
Preparedness Agency and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) have
pointed to a need for states and corpora-

ts.” But Paul Smith said ”
ithe aceident! had happened in the mnidk-
of Denver, a lot of people would have been
exposed to a very dangerous substance.”
And. Siek wrote the NRC that if the acci-
dent “had occurred near a water course, in

Colorado State Patrol phote

THE TRUCK crashed into the horses, slid off the road into the borrow pit,
overturned, and dumped 10,000 pounds of its load over a 3,000-square-foot

litan area,orina inarea,

t.he problem would have been compeounded
many-fold."

POPULATION CENTERS

The Highland uranium mine near
Casper, Wyo., was the source of the yellow-
cake spilled near Springfield. At the mill,
uranium ore is crushed, ground, and
leached with sulfuric acid to make the con-
centrate, Each year, according to Exxon’s
Regulatory AfTairs Officer, Gerald Ortloff,
about two million pounds of the uranium
refined there is shipped to facilities owned
by Kerr-McGee near Gore, Okla., and Al-
lied Chemical near Metropolis, Ill., to be
turned into uranium hexaflouride, the
next step in making reactor-grade fuel,

Responsibility for radioactive spills cannot
remain, as is now the case, with “someone like a
trucking company which has given its drivers
the Evelyn Wood quick cleanup course.”

Colorado State Patrol photo

FOL]CE covered the spilled yellowcake with plastic tarpaulins. The

tions to prepare such plans.
Cha.r]es Mattson. the Colorado health
phys who itored the clean-up of
N W haga s 3

lonk 17 days.

To get to Gore and Metropolis, the yel-
lowcake travels through dense population
centers. The spilled shipment, for example,
had been trucked to the Lee Way Terminal
in the heart of Denver by Salt Creek
Freightways of Casper,

An NRC environmental impact state-
ment on transporting radioactive material
in urban areas is scheduled for release this
spring. But because of NRC's earlier ef-
forts, there already is skepticism about it.
In an EIS published this June, NRC
claimed that yellowcake shipments from a
proposed mine and mill in Colorado could
result in a maximum credible spill of only
six pounds. A 55-gallon drum filled with
yellowcake weighs about 800 pounds.

The discrepancy between the NRC's pro-

jected maximum spill and the five tons spil-

led at Springfield prompted the Critical
Mass Energy Project to recommend that
the NRC and DOT develop more reliable
transportation data.

At a press conference sponsored by
Wirth, Critical Mass, a strongly unu-
nuclear Washi d group
in 1974 by Consumer advocate Ralph
Nader, issued its own lengthy and con-
demnatory report on the spill and its
clean-up, and called for many of the
changes now being studied by the NRC and
DOT. It was apparently the combined pres-
sure of Wirth and Critical Mass that led to
the NRC study.

Mattson and Ortloff have challenged
some of the premises upon which the Criti-
cal Mass conclusions were based.

Ortloff said Exxon did as "well as could
be expected” in the clean-up and labeled
the Critical Mass report an "exaggeration”
containing “many inaccuracies.” He de-
clined to say what these were.

Mattson. however. said Critical Mass
was wrong in its claims that Exxon had
violated DOT standards by not labeling the
drums, He says photographs clearly show
the drums were labeled correctly. Critical
Mass was also wrong. according to Matt-
son. in charging lhat%.mn and the health

{continued on page 51
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Jackson. . .

(eontinued from page 1)

abundant waterfowl in its rivers and
streams.

Although the valley is best known as the
site of Grand Teton National Park, nearly
70,000 acres — about three percent of the
total land — are in private ownership.
Here are the ranchlands, whose hay
meadows and grazing Herefords epitomize
for many visitors the western way of life.
Traditionally, the ranchers of Jackson
Hole have kept the private lands next to
the national parks and forests almost as
open as the federal lands that surround
them. Wildlife migration routes have been
protected; human population density has
been low; the visitor has found in these
private lands an experience to complement
the magnificence of the federal preserves.

The same landscape that now draws
nearly four million visitors each year is
also attracting many of them to return and
settle or build second homes on this open
land. From 1971 through mid-1977, 1,054
subdivision lots were filed with Teton
County outside the town of Jackson. One
recent proposal will put nearly 500 houses
on a presently undeveloped hay meadow.
Open space along highways approaching
Grand Teton National Park is being re-
placed by billboards and small businesses.
Data from several sources (building per-
mits, telephone hookups, electricity bil-
lings, labor force figures) point to an an-
nual growth rate of roughly 10%.

The pressures to sell their land are dif-
ficult for ranchers to resist, especially at a
time when the cattle businessis in a slump.
Homesites of three acres or less have in-
creased in price about 12% annually since
1970. Moreover, the next generation may
be forced to sell off part of the land anyway,
just to pay inheritance taxes. Still, most of
the landowners say that they would prefer
to continue ranching, if they had a choice.

Both the National Park Service and

Dec. 16, 1977 — High Country News-5

Teton County, which embraces Jackson
Hole, have been struggling with the impli-
cations of change for several years. In 1975,
the Park Service began to study possible
expansion of the boundaries of Grand
Teton National Park to protect the lands
just outside its borders. The resulting re-
port states, "The lands in Jackson Hole are
of mutual concern to both public agencies
and private interests because of their
scenic and pastoral qualities. .. " It warns,

1 11 d

tain and enhance the pastoral setting and
the visitor experience now available in the
area.”

‘While the park officials prepared their
repart. Teton Counly hired San Francisco

Living and As-

hensive county

p].an Thm havebeen charges of socialism,
elitism, and infringement of individual
rights. Nevertheless, testimony at recent
pubhchemngs ran twao to one in supportof
the e land use plan, and the

"If indiscriminate d is

to replace these traditional uses, the rural

character of Teton County will be impaired

and the region’s pastoral setting will be

degraded.” Instead of large-scale boundary
ion, the report ds estab-

lishing a Jackson Hole Scenic Area to “re-

Yellowcake. . .

*If the accident had happened in the middle of
Denver, alot of people would have been exposed
to a very dangerous substance.”

county commissioners adopted it in early
December. For the first time, future de-
velopment in Jackson Hole will be gov-
erned by clearly defined density regula-
tions, performance standards, and en-
vironmental protection restrictions.

PLAN NOT ENOUGH
But even the new plan cannot preserve
the special qualities of Jackson Hole. It
cannot by itself protect wildlife migration
routes or large exhatoes dl‘upen space, o

only some of those actually would be af-
fected by the program. If Congress agrees
to fund it, a commission of federal, state,
and local people would develop a scenie
area plan, identifying the scenic, recrea-
tional, agricultural, wildlife, and similar
values on the private lands. The plan
would also specify what kinds of land uses
would jeopardize those values, and recom-
mend that certain critical lands be pro-
tected, usually through the purchase of
scenic easements. After the plan is ap-
proved by the commission, the Secretary of
Agriculture, and the Secretary of the In-
terior, the appropriate government agen-
cies could begin to negotiate with owners of
designated properties for purchase of
easements.

Scenic easements are the major tool for
preservation in the Jackson Hole proposal.
When an owner sells or donates an ease-
ment, he would give up the right to develop
his land in ways that would be incompati-
ble with the goals of the scenic area. He
would i to own the land and his

prevent a hay
subdivigion. The munly reeognued thu!

property wmldstayanthshxmlll but he
would be

even while the plan was being prep
and took another step. Lnsz year the
county d a study

or tax ndvan;am for Ms:tiug certain
2! rights. Each ‘would

(continued from page 4)
department “quarreled” over how to
handle the clean-up. Relationsbetwem the
company and the department were “cor-
dial,” and Exxon officials complied with
every request, said Mattson.

Ortl;tg? on the other hand, said the ini-
tial clean-up had gone sinwly because of

“obstacles” thrown up by the health de-
partment. He hinted, but did not say out-
right, that the depnﬂ:msm had been overly
cautious.

Richard P. Pollock, whe wrote the Criti-
cal Mass report, said some errors might
have been made because the project was
unable to send its own investigator to Col-
orado and had to depend solely on tele-
phone interviews. He defended the report’s
general outline and conclusions, however.

Just as there is uncertainty about whois
required to clean up a spill, there is some
ambiguity about who should pay for
clean-up costs. The law, though cloudy,
makes the carrier oritsinsuror financially

responsible, according to the NRC, but Ort: ~
loff indicated Exxon will pick up the tab -
this time. He said the expense would be -

"substantial,” but couldn’t give an.exact
figure because all the bills haven't been

received yet.
Colorado Health Department olTu:mls

group to investigate how t.he scenery and
open space might be preserved, with cer-
tainty, with fairness to landowners, and

may have set an imp
demanding that they be reimbursed fnrthe
cost of monitoring the clean-up.

Colorado is one of 22 "agreement states”
that the federal government believes have
the capacity to protect citizens from radia-
tion hazards. But health officials in Col-
orade have complained recently that their
radiological budget is under-financed,
barely allowing them to monitor existing
radiation sources. Next year, they will ask
the legislature for a 60% budget increase
fnr the radiation hazards division, but one

logical officer, Jim M; v, said
the leglalature in the past has been
"stingy” in giving the division money.
Montgomery and others in the health
dnparhnent would prefer tocharge nuclear
fees ad to meet the costs of
routine radiological monitoring and "ex-
tras” caused by unexpected events like the
Springfield spill. No fees are charged now.

'ﬁmnthj‘ ‘Lange is a writer in Denver,
Gl .+ 51 :

be different, tailored for the specific land
and values in question. Generally, the land
would stay in agricultural use, though
some other low-intensity use could be per-
mitted. The land could be sold or otherwise

with id for the needs of the
ununt;y itself. For more than a year, large

8, planni; ission mem-
bers, conser busi

and representatives from the Bridger-

yed, but always afterward subject to
the terms of the easement. The value of the
easement would be the difference between

From 1971 through mid-1977, 1,054 subdivi-
sion lots were filed with Teton County One re-

i centproposalw:llpntnearlyﬁoohousesonpm

sently undeveloped hay meadow.

Teton National Forest, Grand Teton Na-
tional Park, and the National Elk Refuge
dealt with the assignment. In June of this
year, they presented their recommenda-
tion for legislation to establish a Jackson
Hole Scenic Area. This legislation, with a
few ch:.n@uandnﬂeroﬁ'm.nlﬂmh@en-
is the bill introduced in Con-

gress last September.
The Jackson Hole Scenic Arn would
technically comsist of all the privately-

ownsdkndameOnunW.M'

what the land is worth for development and
what it llwmﬂlmwmﬁmmm
imposed.
Thehﬂ]uynthatannuﬂmtofhnd
could be bought outright (in fee, rather
than in easement), but limits such acquisi-
tion to five per cent of the county’s private
Imd;'l‘heh]l’sbw.-kgnm'fartha use of

vmowmruhxpmdmuhmgm ;and pre- .

m: ‘county’s tax base. No new
innnﬂmudnnwﬂ
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(continued from page 5)

bureaucracies or long-term federal man-
agement responsibilities are created. It al-
lows some development, where that is ap-

i It createsa p: thip between
public and private interests to protect a
nationally significant area, in the middle
of federally-owned land.

LONG WAY TO GO

‘What lies ahead for the scenic area prop-
ozal? Supporters of the bill know they are a
long way from victory. They must deal with
local opposition, as well as sell the idea to a
national constituency.

Locally, most of the opposition expressed
so far has come from some of the large
landowners, who stand to benefit directly

port for the bill, and to make sure this sup-
port is felt by Congress. Although the legis-
lation was written locally, its authors feel
it is a national issue because of the vast
amounts of federal land surrounding Jack-
son Hole and the millions of visitors who
come there each year, The bill's backers are
urging early hearings by the Congres-
gional subcommittees who have jurisdic-
tion over the bill.

The price tag currently attached to the
proposal is another major stumbling block.
Two hundred million dollars is the figure
in thebill. However, planners are consider-
ing what could be.accomplished with vari-
ous smaller amounts of money.

In a sense, establishment of a Jackson Lands News. To

Hole Seenic Area is an extension of a vision
of more than 60 years ago, when it was first
proposed to extend Yellowstone Park
southward, to include the Tetons and
northern part of Jackson Hole. Grand
Teton National Park was not created until
1929, and it wasn't until 1950 that it was

_ Photo by Phil Hocker

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT on the private land in Jackson Hole, Wyo., is
threatening open space in the valley. Photo taken south of the town of

Jackson.

from the proposal. In fact, their opposition
ia not directed at the scenic area plan itself,
but at density restrictions in the new
county comprehensive plan, which they
feel will lower the value of their land and

expanded to its present boundaries.

In those days, there was time. Today,
proponents of the plan fear that delay of
even a few years will doom the rest of the
valley to perpetual commercial clutter and

thus the value of an t. Alth sprawl.

the bills now in Congress contain no dead- 4

::::: g::;s wrhen' and .l"'“: 5 Jean Witmeyer Hocker is information
is imminent, these landowners fear that , f?wl:: o _J" H:‘f Sc‘-emc
provisions are likely to be changed. They Wyo. # s

argue that the federal government could
then condemn easements within a short
time period at what the landowners con-
sider devalued prices. They have said they
support the scenic area bill, but only if de-
nsity restrictions are eliminated from the
comprehensive plan. The plan recently
passed by the county retains such restric-
tions, however.

Nationally, backers of the proposal are
trying to generate understanding and sup-
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environmental news from around the world
LOONEY LIMERICKS
by Zane E. Cology

“I hope I don't spill very much,”

Said yelloweake hauler McCrutch
1 was trained in transporting
By a company courting

Disasters too toxic to touch!”

BLM DIRECTOR CHOSEN, The U.S.
Interior Department is recommending
Frank Gregg for director of the Bureau of
Land Management, according to Public
pet the job, Gregg must
be appointed by the president and ap-
proved by Congress. Gregg, 52, is head of
the New England River Basin Commis-
gion, a land and water planning body that
coordinates programs of federal, state, in-
terstate, local, and nongovernmental in-
stitutions. He was also a staff aide to
former Interior Secretary Stewart Udall.
He grew up on aranch in Colorado and was
graduated from the University of Colorado.

LID ON GRAZING FEES. The House In-
terior Ci i has imously voted

Kansas and Oklahoma; City of Rocks Na-
tional Monument and Hagerman Fauna
Sites National Monument, both in Idaho;
the Mineral King Valley addition to Se-
quoia National Park (now threatened by
Disney Corp. plans for a ski resort); and
Valle Grande-Bandelier National Park in
New Mexico, according to the Rocky
Mountain News.

ROAD RECYCLING. The state of
Michigan is engaged in the first major as-
phalt highway recycling project, according
to Phoenix Quarterly. Under the process,
the old road top is “chewed up,” mixed with
a small amount of new asphalt, reapplied,
and compacted. The road grade remains
unchanged. A thin layer of new asphalt is
required to finish the job. The Michigan
experiment, covering 10.5 miles, will save
over 80,000 gallons of the petroleum-based
asphalt and 51,000 tons of gravel. The Fed-
eral Highway Administration estimates
that 50 million tons of asphalt could be
recycled annually, saving 700 million gal-
lons of asphalt, 30 million tons of gravel,
and 17 million tons of sand.

SEAGULLS THREATEN AIRCRAFT.
To control air pollution, many towns and
cities along the East Coast have turned to

for a bill that would keep fees for public
land grazing at their current level
throughout 1978. The bill is designed to
stop raises planned by the Administration,
which would go into effect in March. The
bill’s prime sponsor is Rep. Teno Roncalio
(D-Wyo.). The full Houseis expected to vote
on the bill sometime in January, after the
Christmas recess.

NATIONALPARKS DREAMS. Interior
Secretary Cecil Andrus has sent Congress

a list of 13 properties his department wants
to include in the National Park System.
The list includes: Prairie National Park in

and burying their garbage in-
stead of burning it. That largely is respon-
gible for converting herring gulls from “a
wild state into bums,” says Clarence
Faulkner, chief of the 1.8, Fish and Wild-
life Service's Division of Animal Damage
Control. The Interior Department, saying
the gulls may cause a crash along the busy
airlanes of the Northeast, has received
permission from the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to killhundreds of the gulls
with a poison called starlicide. As of next
April, seagulls that clog the airways will be
fed bread impregnated with the poison,
which kills within hours.

Contributors to the High Country
News Research Fund aid High
Country News in doing its job.

Freelance stories and photo es-
says, research and staff travel ex-
penses are the main HCN expendi-
tures paid for by the fund.

You can help HCN do an even bet-
ter job by giving a tax-deductible
donation.

Your generosity will help HCN do
its work. During the coming year,

aps you would like to send a
small amount to the fund each

High Country News. Research Fund

month. A five or tendollar per month
pledge would be a big help to us.
Make out your check to Wyoming
Environmental Institute — HCN Re-
search Fund, and send it to WEI,
P.O. Box 2497, Jackson, Wyoming
83001. Thank you.
Enclossd is & donation to the HCN Research
Fund In the amount of ——————, from:
name

dcirs.

city
state. zp

‘The fund Is a good idea. I'll be sending
$—————— each month in 1978.




Electric car dream came true in Rexburg, Idaho

Family gaining independence with sun, wind, wood

by Joan Nice

One night about four years ago Don
Ricks, a sign painter in Rexburg, Idaho,
had a disturbing vision. He dreamt that it
cost $20 to fill up the gas tank of his Buick.
The solution that appeared to him was an
electric car.

When he awoke, he asked his highschool
age son, Jeff, ifhe wanted to help him build

Jeff Ricks
one. According to Don, Jeff's eyes lit up
immediately, and he said, “When will we
start?”

Now Jeff, supplied w‘rth ideas from his
father, has built not only an electric car,
but a host of other useful devices that are
helping his family become independent
from city water and centralized energy
supplies.

When the flood from the Teton dam col-
lapse ruined their furnace, they never re-
placed it. Instead, they installed a wood
stove and a "heat trapper” designed by
Don. They ean run lights and tools in their
shop with electricity generated by the wind
and stored in batteries. They pump water
out of a 70 foot well with a windmill.
They've built a wood-heated clothes dryer,
2 solar greenhouse, and a number of other
energy-saving devices — allon a large city
lot in residential Rexburg.

Although they try to build their equip-
ment out of reeycled or inexpensive mater-
ials, the aim of the Rickses’ experimenting
is not to save money for themselves.

"It would take a lifetime (of fuel and elec-
tricity savings) to pay for all we've done
here,” Jeff says, "but we figure maybe our
waork can help other people.”

Don says their neighbors haven't shown
much interest yet, however. "They're too
close tous to appreciate us,” he says. But he

doesn’t seem to let local apathy thwart his
ambition: “Right here in the palm of UP&L
(Utah Power and Light) I'd like to show
that we can be independent,” he says.

In February 1976 Popular Science
featured an article on Jeff's electric car. As
a result of the publicity, Jeff took in
$10,000in $35 checks for the plans, Letters
he's received indicate that at least 10 elec-
iric cars around the country have been
built to his specifications.

In the center of the Rickses’ workshop
now is Jeff's hybrid car, which uses elec-
tricity stored in batteries for acceleration
and a gasoline engine for cruising. To de-
monstrate it, Jeff lifts the drive wheels off
the ground, props them up with a wooden
box, and then he jumps into the shabby,
recycled driver’s seat. The engine, a maze
of wires and batteries, immediately roars
and the wheels spin. Once Jeff completes a
fiberglass body, the car will be ready for the
road.

The gasoline-electric combination
mak&; for ga,scllne savings — only a 23
engine is ¥ to propel a
2,000 pound car that I.heﬂreucally ean
achieve speeds of up to 65 miles per hour,
Jeff says. The gasoline engine, with a five
gallon tank, gives the vehicle about a 250
mile range. In contrast, Ricks’ all-electric
car, which ran successfully for a year and a
half before it was damaged by the Teton
dam flood, had a maximum speed of 50
miles per hour and a range of 50 miles (at
an average speed of 30 miles per hour).

Jeff has three wind machines, two to
generate power and one to pump water. He
is building an inverter to change the direct
current generated by the wind to alternat-
ing current, which will be usable in the
Rickses’ home for 110 volt appliances.

They store excess wind power in a row of
72 six-volt golf cart batteries that line one
wall of their shop. They eventually plan to
add to their storesof electrical power witha
home-built steam engine powered by ex-
cess heat from the large wood stove that
heats their shop.

A g O
ofan&ﬁwthymfmmmmm]mhr
collector to act as a supplement to their
wood stove. Excess heat from the collector
will be stored in 53 tons of rock in the
basement.

But, for now, a wood stove in combina-
tion with what Don calls his "heat trapper”
provide all the heat needed for their two-
story 2,400 square foot house, Fuel for the
stove costs them nothing; they can get logs
free from the nearby Targhee National

Dec. 16, 1977 — High Country News-7
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TWO WIND GENERATORS are mounted on the Rickses’ shop.

Forest. The stovepipe runs upstairs
through a closet near the bedrooms. There,
in the "heat trapper,” warmth from the
stovepipe is transferred to upstairs air in a

. sheet metal box. A fan blows warm air from

the box into the hall upstairs.

One of the Rickses' other experiments
with wood-burning stoves is a homemade
wood heater that ean be attached to a con-
ventional clnths dryer. Electricity pro-
vides power for the dryer and
wood provides the heat. The dryer isn’t
working now, Jeff says, because its electri-
cal motor burned out.

Don and Jeff also have built an eight foot
parabola that they hope to use as a solar
cooker. The pambaila. which cost about
$100 for materials, is made of fibergl
puured over a muld and covered with

Same people wonder how Don, a man
with seven children and his own sign paint-
ing business, manages to find the time for
all these projects. He admits that, in his
enthugiasm for energy projects, he some-
times keeps his sign customers waiting.
But he says most of the projects are Jeff's to
carry out. And, he says proudly, Jeff can
figure out how to build almost anything.

Wltl-lthehyhnduaruhumfmmlud Jeff
is th about building hi f an un-
dergmmdhnmeanalnlaahmdim
from the Rickses’ family home. Eventually,
he hopes to build a cluster of energy-
conserving underground homes on the Re-
xburg rim. Looking back on Jeff's success
in making hisdream come true a few years
ago, Don says that plan doesn’t sound too
far-fetched to him.

coated mylar. The sunlight that

ANIIGHTPOOTPARABOLI\wﬂlhpmuflmhrcnohrplunnedhy

Don (at left) and Jef( (lt H‘h‘] Rickn.

hits the shiny dish will be focused on a
liquid called Dow-therm that can be heated
to high temperatures without boiling.
After the liquid is 51)() degrees or so, ths_ﬂl
pipe it und d to a well-insul
storage tank. When they need it for cook-
ing, they'll pipe it through a medified mod-
ern stove body.

A windmill pumps water into a tall,
4,000 gallon tank for use in irrigating the
Rickses' small garden. Eventually they
hope also to use the water tower to cool the

. “water cycling through a small steam en-

gine and to pressurize the water for use in
their home.

PLANS AV,

JeffRicks is still selling plans for his
electric cars at $35 each and plans for
his electronic speed control devices
(for the electric car) at $15 each. He
hopes to have plans for the wood
heated clothes dryer and steam engine
ready soon. If you'd like to ask a ques-
tion about hm wurk please uulude a

add:

add.reasmBBN 5th West, Rexbmg
Idaho 83440.

“Right here in the palm of UP&L, I’d like to show
that we can be independent.”

o " AR AT AR N ) WA T ey ey 3

ki o
B0 T AR,

)




e el S e

Line Refen

e

8-High Country News — Dec. 16, 1977

Meeting a mountain goat on the trail

by Sarah Dell

Possibly more than any other North
American animal, the mountain goat owes
its survival to its remoteness from man.
The rocky cliffs of the Pacific Northwest
and Alaska where this shaggy animal
-apends both summer and winter are not
coveted by farmers or real estate develop-
ers.

Until recently, most of the information
regarding the habits and behavior of
Oreamnus americanus was based on
myth. Captain James Cook in 1778 first
recorded its existence, but called it a “polar

bear.” Naturalist Alexander Henry was

is an unforgettable thrill.

the first to correctly describe the “white
goat ™ It is classified between the goat and
the antelope.

The shaggy white coat. with chin hairs
elongated into a beard, and the erect black
horns make identification of the mountain
goat unmistakable. Male and female look
much alike, and can only be distinguished
by an experienced eye. The magnificent
coat provides several inches of insulation
in winter, but is quite ratty during the
summer molt. The sharp horns are more
dangerous than those of any other North
American game animal. and can inflict
deadly puncture wounds. A well-placed

" center of gravity. flexible front leg joints.

Colorado Division of Wildlife phote by LDon UVomenick

ters.

remote wi

The coat provic

The chief danger to
the goat is new min-
ing and logging
roads that have
opened up areas and
made goats more
accessible to hun-

Sheltered by

and large, spongy hooves enable the goat to
maneuver on the steepest rock slopes.

The physiology of goats has been well-

_known for years, as their bodies are not

infrequently found at the bottoms of av-
alanche slides. Behavioral studies on goats
are relatively new. however,

One common belief that has been refuted
by recent studies is that goats are
monogamous and live in family groups.
Idaho biologist Lon Kuck, in radio-
tracking billies imales) discovered that

they wander from one nanny (female) to

another throughout the fall mating seasol

They don't form large groups. and social’

organization is loose, he says.

An example ¢
search is that
edges. Mountai
tremely antagc
med to butt al
Flesh wounds 2
Billies have evt
kids (baby goal

The little so

* exist among g

The kids stay
period of time,
environment. |
doomed, unles
another nanny

-+ Mountain g
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mger to
eW min-
logging
| have
reas and
§ more
to hun-

Goats’ hooves are large
and spongy, which helps
them on steep slopes.

The coat provides several inches of insulation in winter.

Domenick

d by a rugged habitat

An example of a rumof confirmed by re-
search is that of billies fighting on cliff
edges. Mountain goats 8re considered ex-
tremely antagonistic and seem program-
med to butt anything b front of them.
Flesh wounds are very @0mmon in a herd.
Billies have even been alBerved attacking
kids (baby goats)

The little social orgafization that does
exist among goats is BAnny-dominated.
The kids stay with the hanny for a long

" period of time, learningto cope with the
environment. If the nandy dies, the kid is
doomed, unless, as sometimes happens,
another nanny adopts it

s Mountain goats havea large need for

salt, and salt licks have provided biologists
good opportunity to study them at close
range. Biologist ist Chester Rids
reports that social erganization becomes
more apparent at salt licks. Adult males
are dominant, with the older animals at
the top of the heap. There are many aggres-
sive displays.

Rideout also reports “wavering hum-
ming sounds, snorts, grunts, and sheep-

like bleats that filled the air” as he ob-
served salt lick interaction for the first

time. Goats had formerly been thought to
be mute. .

Like so many sl')e;:iea. the mountain goat

faces new threats from people, even in its

Colorado Division of Wildlife photo by Don

The horns of the mountain goat
are more dangerous than those of
any other North American game

rocky environment. The chief danger is
new mining and logging roads that have
opened up areas and made goats more ac-

+ cessible to hunters.

Lon Kuck oondilmdanexperitfmm
1962-1972 on a herd of 160 animals in
Idaho. Hunters took 19-21 animals a year,

.- arather large number for that dize herd, to

determine if goats would respond to hunt-
ing pressure by raising more kids. The
goats did not compensate, but dwindled
rapidly. ‘As ‘a result of Kuck's research,
Idaho has cut back its goat hunting per-
mite. T R

The number of goats is not definitely
known, which makes management dif-
ficult. The population in the lower 48 states

National Park SBervice photo

Billy goats fight on precipices, adding to the danger their
mountain habitat already presents.

is low, probably under 5,000. Some people,
like biologist Chadwick, maintain that
goat hunting should be stopped in some
areas and reduced in others, to comp te
for the recent improved access to the goats’
‘habitat. Other biologists feel that therg are
enough animals to allow hunting, and that
hunting strengthens a herd.

Although the goat's harsh environment

toll. The sure-footed goat will occasionally
nlip,undualipumbe&:hli. Avalanches

selves cause 65% of all goat deaths.
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Firm calls ‘rape’ over Wyoming rule on dozing

by Philip White

A minor skirmish irl the age-old battle of
words is currently being fought in
Cheyenne. The words involved are "explo-~
ration by dozing.” The combatants are the
Land Quality Division of Wyoming De-
partment of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
and the Riverton and Pinedale Exploration
Division, Inc.

If allowed to frolic in the imagination,
the phrase “exploration by dozing” could
mean the absorbing preoccupation of stu-
dents in the back row of Bill Steckel's His-
tory 341F lecture or, perhaps, the som-

bulations of a mining engineer.

In this case, however, dozing refers to
bulldozing. And that brings us to Walter
Ackerman, Land Quality protector at
DEQ, and the unknown folks behind River-
ton and Pinedale Exploration Division,
Inc., of 231 W. 10th 8t., Casper, Wyo.

The 1872 federal mining law has always

required a prospector to make a "location
hale” or "discovery hale” to protect a min-
eral claim. It requires the miner to then
perform annual “assessment work” of $100
value. At first, those discovery holes were
dug by pick and shovel. Walter E. Duncan,
head of the Natural Resources Research
Institute at the University of Wyoming,
says the mining work in those days was
done "by main strength and awkward-
ness.”
In the late 1940s, that all changed. Dun-
can explains: “Prospectors found that bull-
dozers made the work of exposing a vein in
bedrock much faster and easier. They also
started using dozers to dig location holes
every 20 acres to justify their claim under
the law. Many of the uranium prospectors
were amateurs. They dug a lot of holes that
were eyesores for years.

“A negative reaction occurred. Ranchers
claimed that the holes were dangerous to
the cattle. Most of these holes were dug to
satisfy unwise legal requirements for pro-
tecting a claim.”

ACT CHANGED

That negative reaction eventually made
its way into print in the 1973 Wyoming

Environmental Quality Act. The act re- .

quires "any person desiring to engage in
mineral exploration by dozing” to submit
an application and post a $10.000 bond to
insure the reclamation of affected lands.

The act defines "exploration by dozing™
as"the removal of overburden by trenching
with a bulldozer or other earth moving
equipment to expose possible indications of
mineralization.”

That seems clear enough. But in recent
years, mining practices have changed and
things have silted up.

Most of the uranium that lies close to the
surface has been located. Today, most
uranium exploration invalves “relatively
deep drilting. “Last year.” according to
Walt Ackerman of DEQ. "we had 12-15
million lineal feet of drilling for uranium
in Wyoming." This drilling invelves the
moving of large rigs over isolated and
sometimes rugged terrain. To accomplish
it, operators have been using bulldozers to
make roads and level off drilling platforms.
The roads are often several miles long and
become rather prominent features of the
topography.

That's why Walt Ackerman has been
coming along behind the machines build-
ing the roads and platforms, requiring the
cperators to obtain a permit to explore by
dozing. The permit process only takes a few
days, compared to the several months re-

mining permit application. The $10,000
bond required to explore by dozing costs
between $50 and $100.

Ackerman explains his division's posi-
tion: "One man on a bulldozer can destroy
the soils and vegetation on more land in a
single eight-hour period than any of our
largest strip mines will destroy in 30 years.
The practice of exploration by dozing in the
classic sense of using a dozer to cut a vein
has been passé for years. I can't believe
that the Wyoming Legislature intended to
exempt from the reclamation standards
4oday's most prevalent kind of
exploration-by-dozer activity. Some of
these guys are out in the backyard gouging
up all of Christendom.”

WHO IS SUING

On July 18, 1977, the Wyoming Secret-
ary of State's office received and filed the
Articles of Incorporation for the Riverton
and Pinedale Exploration Division, Inc.
Sixty-seven days later, that corporation
made what appears to qualify as its first
corporate act: a suit challenging Walt
Ackerman’s authority to use the "explora-
tion by dozing” statute to control “the class
of mineral explorers who explore by dril-
ling and use bulldozers or graders only in-
cidentally to improve roadsor level drilling
sites.” The suit, filed in Laramie County
District Court in Cheyenne, asks the court

FS rejects
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DRILLING RIG on Granite Creek in
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' “One man on a bulldozer can destroy the soils
and vegetation on more land in a single eight-
hour period than any of our largest strip mines

will destroy in 30 years.”

—Walt Ackerman

to declare that DEQ has no such jurisdic-
tion.

Until the complaint in the lawsuit was
served upon Ackerman, he had never
heard of the Riverton and Pinedale Explo-
ration Division, Inc. A check of DEQ files
showed that such a company had never
been issued or denied a permit. In fact, it
appeared that such a company had never
even applied for any permit.

The Land Quality researchers found that
the incorporation papers list only a regis-
tered agent, Cathy Rideout Heady of
Casper. The law does not require listing
the officers of the corporation until the first
annual report is filed.

John Burk, attorney for the firm, says it
has no ongoing development projects at
this time. "As far as | know, it's just a group
of people from mineral industries who are
interested in challenging the authority of
the department in this matter,” he says.
Burk says he doesn't know who is on the

Sierra Club

The U.8. Forest Service has rejected the
Sierra Club’s appeal asking that the
agency withhold approval of any activity
on existing or future oil and gas leases on
the Overthrust Belt. The appeal affects 11
national forests in Wyoming, Montana,
Idaho, and Utah (HCN, 12-2-77).

The rejection does not end the group’s
efforts to get the agency to file a com-
prehensive environmental impact state-
ment (EIS) on oil and gas activity in the
forests, however. The Forest Service only
said the appeal did not meet the agency's
procedural requi Intermountai
Regional Forester Vern Hamre, in his let-
ter to the Sierra Club, said that the agency
would consider a revised notice of appeal.

Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund attor-
ney Allen Stokes says that he is uncertain
what needs to be done to revise the appeal.
The Forest Service said that the notice
should state the decision being led

board; he was hired by someone else.

8o Ackerman was in a quandary. All he
knew about the company was that they had
carefully chosen the name for their com-
pany: the acronym for the plaintiff is spel-
led “RAPED.”

Over in the state attorney general’s of-
fice, Marilyn Kite, DEQ's attorney, pre-
pared a motion to dismiss the lawsuit. In
effect, the motion says that RAPED lacks
"standing to sue” since RAPED has not
been penalized for dozing without a permit.

Judge Alan Johnson of the Laramie
County District Court granted the state’s
motion to dismiss at a hearing Dec. 14 in
Cheyenne. The basis for the dismissal of
the lawsuit was that RAPED failed to ex-
haust its administrative remedies. There
were no witnesses at the hearing.

If the company wants to continue to chal-
lenge the department’s interpretation of
the statute, it will have to begin its chal-
lenge with administrative procedures
within the DEQ.

oil appedl

cation because of discrepancies between
the plan and a 1947 Interior Department
memorandum about protecting the Cache
Creek drainage and the Teton portion of
the forest. He says the agency should
“withhold all new drilling until a new “unit.
plan’ has been written for the Jackson Hole
lease area, a forest-wide EIS has been writ-
ten for the Teton National Forest, and an
orderly conceptual oil and gas development
plan has been written for the Teton Na-
tional Forest.”

Koehler contends that since many of the
leases in the Teton National Forest do not
adequately reflect the provisions of the
1947 memorandum regarding protection of
scenic, wildlife, and other resources, they
may be invalid.

The Cache Creek drilling proposal has
generated enough controversy among the
residents of Jackson that the Forest Ser-

and the date of that decision. Stokes says
that this may mean that the group will
have to identify each individual lease
being appealed, a job that the Forest Ser-
vice itsell hasn't finished.

While the agency did not accept the ap-
peal, it did acknowledge that the issue
raised is an important one. The Forest
Service's letter to the club said, "We recog-
nize there are important problems as-
sociated with the subject of your corres-
pondence.”

In a related action. the Wilderness
Society's Wyoming representative, Bart

. Koehler. has urged the Forest Service to

reject the drilling plan for an exploratory
well in the Bridger-Teton forest on Cache

site is leased by National Cooperative Re-
finery Association (NCRA). and the firm is
seeking Forest Service permission to put in
roads and a well.

In a letter to Bridger-Teton Forest
supervisor Reid Jackson, Koehler says that

‘the agency should reject the drilling appli-
A Foamat

vice has duled a public hearing on the
matter in early January.

Classified Ads

IDAHO WRITERS needed for HCN. We
are interested in stories from Idaho on
energy conservation, minimum stream
flows, alternative energy innovations, and
people making the news, Pay istwo cents to
four cents per word for fair, accurate news
reporting. One-sided diatribes unaccepta-
ble. Contact Marjane Ambler at Box K, ~
Lander, Wyo. B2520 with story ideas.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY. The
Northern Plains Resource Council has an
opening for a full time organizer. NPRC is
& citizens organization of ranchers, far-
mers and other citizens working on energy
and coal development issues in the North-
ern Great Flains. Send resumé, writing
sample and references to NPRC, 419 Sta-
pleton Building, Billings, Montana 59101.
(4061 248-1154.
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Suit filed to halt shale projects

Three conservation groups have sued the
U.S. Interior Department over the agency’s
approval of mining plans for the two fed-
eral oil shale tracts in Colorado. The En-
vironmental Defense Fund (EDF), Col-
orado Open Space Council Mining Work-
shop (COSC), and Friends of the Earth
(FOE) are asking the court to set aside
those approvals and prohibit further oper-
ations “until Interior complies with the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA)"

The three groups charge that, under
NEPA Interior is required to prepare en-

tal impact on indi-

vniu.al mining plans and to update the oil

shale leasing program environmental

that was leted in 1973.

This update, the groups contend, should

evaluate the modified in situ retorting pro-
cess that the companies will be using.

Modified in situ processing has “signific-
ant environmental problems,” the plain-
tiffs say, and an environmental impact

t (EIS) would identify measures
that could be taken to reduce impact.

EDF attorney David Mastbaum says,
“The original 1973 EIS on the oil shale
leasing program is completely out of date.
There were no data on modified in situ pro-
cessing in 1973. The original EIS also
largely ignored socic-economic impacts
and the boom town situation.” Mastbaum
calls Interior's refusal to prepare a sup-
plemental EIS “a clear violation of the
law.”

The suit was filed in the Colorado U.8.
District Court. In addition to the Interior
Department, defendants in the suit include
the operators of the oil shale tracts — Gulf
0il, Standard Oil of Indiana, Ashland Oil,
and Occidental Oil Shale.

NUCLEAR PLANT SAFETY. The clos-
ure of a Michigan nuclear power plant for
safety reasons has generated a review of
the electrical wiring at the Colorado Public
Service Co.'s Fort 8t. Vrain nuclear power
plant. The wiring at the Colorado plant is
the same type as that used in a generating
unit of the D.C. Cook Nuclear Power Plant
Station in Michigan. That plant was shut
down because tests showed the wiring
‘failed under extreme heat, and

MPC ASKS SOLAR CHARGES. The
Montana Power Company (MPC) has re-
queshed the Montana Public Service Com-

ion to allow the pany to charge
additional minimum monthly charges to
users of alternative energy systems that
want utility-furnished gas and electric sys-
tems as a back-up. The power company is
asking for a $39 minimum yearly charge to
such users, in addition to the $1.70 per
month minimum monthly bill for residen-
tial electric consumers. The PSC has asked
for public comment on the matter, and ac-
cording to the Associated Press, sentiment
is running heavily against the concept.

PRBRC TO OPPOSE PLANT. The
Powder River Basin Resource Council
(PRBRC) will oppose the siting of a Pacific
Power and Light (PP&L) power plant in
Sheridan County, Wyo., if the plant will
export electricity out of state. The group's

hip voted a ion of opposi-

chemical conditions that could occur if the
reactor loses its cooling system, according
to the Denver Post. The Union of Con-
cerned Scientists, an anti-nuclear group,
released a memo indicating that the NRC
knew of the wiring problems for three
months before investigating the problem.
The Colorade plant is one of eight being
examined for the wiring problems. The
others are in South Carolina, Virginia,
Alabama, Maine, New York, and Georgia.

HYDROGEN PROJECT. The Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) is taking part in a
Utah project designed to demonstrate the
potential of hydrogen as a fuel for home
and farm. A small home and farm will be
used as the project site. The house will be
heated and the food cooked using hydrog

tion at its annual meeting in November.
PRBRC staffdirector Tom France says that
the company has never directly answered
the question about power export, '.h,augh it
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OIL REFINERY. Disputes between the state of Montana and oil refineries
have led to a decision to redraft the state’s air regulations.

Montana rule called ‘vnenforceable’

A Montana agency has decided to start
over and draft new ambient air quality
standards. The standards it has been using
for the past 10 years are not enforceable

‘The department has requested that the
hoard cancel a Jan. 13-14 hearing on the
ambient standards, in favor of adate in late
June or early July, to allow time for a com-

mandates, but only guidelines, says an at-  plete rewriting.
torney for the Montana Department of  According to Brown, the rules “contain
no ibiti indicating that

Health and Envi

In a letter to the department's board the
attorney, Steve Brown, wrote, "I would like
to be able to tell the board that there has
been no confusion over the legal effect of

bient air quality standards

was included in a number of i to
PP&L in June. However, according to the
Sheridan Press, the PP&L local rep-
resentative says that power will be ex-
ported. PP&L says that it has not made a
final decigion on a plant site, and that
Sheridan County is only one of four possi-
ble alternatives.

SHALE HURTS POWER PLANT. An
air quality report prepared by the Utah
Bureau of Environmental Health says that
a proposed Uintah County power plant
would have to limit itself to 800 megawatts

as a fuel. Farm machinery will be powered
by hydrogen, also. The experiment is a
joint effort of the Billings Energy Corp. and
DOE.

UTILITIES SHOW SLIGHT IM-
PROVEMENT. The increased burning of
coal for electrical power has nearly cancel-
led out improvements in pollution control
in the electric utilities industry, according
to a report prepared by the Council on
Economie Priorities. The report, "The Price
of Power — Update,” says that of the four
pollutants studied, only one, thermal dis-
charge, has been substantially reduced.
Slight improvement has been achieved in
control of particulates, sulfur dioxide, and
nitrogen oxide. Pacific Power and Light
(PP&L) "is the highest ranked of the nine
major coal-burning companies under
study.” PP&Lhad the lowestsulfur dioxide
emission rate and had the highest percen-
tage of its generating capacity equipped
with thermal pollution control equipment.

if oil shale devel takes place in the
county. The report says that eastern Utah's
Moon Lake Electric A tation would

'S

and that the record clearly supports the
enforcement posture taken by the depart-
ment in the past few years, As the history
{of the state air quality rules) indicates,
that is not the case.”

persons shall not cause pollution which ex-
ceeds the ambient levels established in the
regulation.”

The decision to seek new rules followed
by one day an agreement between the state
and two oil refineries in which the state
agreed not to seek civil penalties against
the refineries. In exchange, the refineries
agreed to buy and install more air pollution
control devices.

have to reduce plant capacity from 1,000
megawatts because emission from the
larger plant, combined with pollution con-
centrations from oil shale development,
would exceed Class II air quality stan-
dards. A spok for the power

told the Deseret News that limiting the
size of the plant to 800 megawatts would
not jeopardize its construction, however,

DENVER CONSERVATION PRO-
JECT. Ten Denver area homeowners have
been selected by lot to d trate the
energy saving potential in existing homes.
On Dec. 5, the Colorado Office of Energy
Conservation selected the 10 single-family
dwellings, which will be outfitted with up
to $1,500 worth of energy-saving devices.
These will include additional insulation,
storm windows, and night set-back ther-
mostats. Cost of the project will be shared
Jomﬂyhythlmuot'(klondomdtbe

PP&L took last place in the rankings for

of Energy.

energy news from across the country

ATTRACTIVE SCRUBBER. A new de-
vice designed to take most of the sulfur
dioxide out of smokestacks may prove at-
tractive to both environmentalists and in-
dustry, ding to a U.S. Envi
Protection Agency (EPA) report. The sul-

fur scrubber remaoves more dioxide
than most scrubbers now in use, and pro-
duces marketable sulfur rather than use-
less sulfurous sludge. EPA is testing the
device, 8 Davy-Wellman-Lord and Allied
Chemical Flue Gas Desulfurization Sys-
tem, at a 115 megawatt coal-fired plant in
Gary, Indiana.

INSULATION CRACKDOWN. The
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) says it is-

din & d i in the
demand of insulation and there is already
evidence of fraud in some areas. If a com-
pany ia found to he mrepteaenhng the
ex-
I:re.vagant claims about lu insulation
“without having a reasonable basis,” it
may be subject to & fine of up to $10,000.

SYNFUELS LOAN GUARANTEES.
Congress has passed a $6 billion program
that will provide construction loan guaran-
tees for coal gasification and oil shale pro-
jects. Each project seeking a guarantee
would have to go before the Department of
Energy for approval. The legislation did
not include money for the breeder reactor,
a provision that had caused President
Jimmy Carter to veto similar legislation

DAMAGES TO "NUCLEAR WIDOW.”
A British court has awarded $40,000 to a
‘widow after a company called British Nue-
lear Fuel admitted that her husband had
died as a result of a eancerous condition
“induced by radiation at work.” The com-
pany has agreed to set up a plan for au-

undertaking a state-by-state i
of abises in-the home i

e

tomatic to aid families of

m”ylﬂntmlwnhhnwmwhan

orkers in the nuclear power industry who
suffer death or injury from radiation.
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SIMPLE TIMES, SIMPLE WAYS
by Myra Connell

‘When I was growing up on a Wyoming
homestead (1900-1925) Christmias was
never the lavish affair that most families
enjoy today. However, its meagerness in
material symbols did not detract from its
joyousness.

Immediately after the Thanksgmng
school recess, we began preparations for
the Christmas entertainment. Each pupil,
from the tiniest first-grader-to young
adults about to I‘m:sh eighth grade,
memorized a "piece” to recite. Groups prac-
ticed carols and small playa Regular
st\dees were abandoned in favor of the

"program.”

We drew names for exchanges of gifts
costing not more than 25 cents. Qur total
Christmas money was about a dollar each.
The shopping trip to town was one of the
big events of the year. We usually went in
the bob sleigh (two sets of runpers in tan-
dem surmounted by a wagon box). The box
was filled with straw; Mother placed
warmed stones at our feet and added plenty
of hand made quilts. In spite of all this I
remember getting awfully cold before we
got home. Our big brothers would make us
get out and run behind the sleigh to keep
warm. Despite the cold, we wouldn't have
missed the trip for anything.

Very few kids nowadays ever ride in a
sleigh (though they love to sing "Jingle
Bells"). Even if they could, they'd be very
bored with the slow pace!

The farm dog liked to follow the horses to

town, and one time wolves chased him
right up to the back of the sleigh. This was
about 1910; only a few years afterward
wolves had been extermi d from the

hung our hand-knit stockings by the chim-
ney and there was always a gift, however
modest, and some treats in them in the
morning despite our folks poverty — a tiny
doll, hand-knit mittens, a handkerchief, or
a toothbrush.

Christmas vacations were real fun times
— pulling a sled to a hill top for the delight
of "flying” down.

The moral of this story, if any: it isjustas

Line Reference Target

easy to be happy with little az with abun-
dance — with snnple thmgs a8 with elabo-
rate ones.  aer

area.

Of course we had to have a tree! One of
the older boys would ride a saddle horse to
the red hills where juniper (commonly cal-
led cedar),grew, and get one.

The big night finally arrived. The tree
shone in its glory of hand-made ornaments
— paper chains, popcorn-and-cranberry
garlands. The little log schoolhouse almost
bulged outward with assembled parents
and friends. The long-practiced plays.
poems, and songs were duly applauded.
Then came the magic moment of lighting
the carefully-placed candles on the tree
Chime of sleighbells cutside brought an-
ticipation to a peak, and a bulky creature
in red burst in with a "ho, ho, ho!” in a
vaguely familiar voice, stamping snow off
boots that “looked like Dad's.” The cheesec-
loth bags of treats were joyfully received
and the little gifts passed out.

After heart-felt calls of "Merry Christ-
mas,” we sang our way home accompanied
by coyotes on a distant hill crest and the
creak of sleigh runners on snow. The snow
reflected the moonlight making the night
truly a bright and holy one. If it happened
to be the dark phase of the moon, millions
of stars, undimmed by electric light pollu-
tion, pleased us as much as the ex-
travaganzas of present day decorations.

At home we knew Christmas was close
when Mother baked a huge raisin cake,
enough for all nine of us. Christmas Eve we

Service

Bill Schnetder

Where
the
Grizzly
Walks

Where the Grizzly Walks by
Bill Schneider is a history of the
big bear's struggle for exis-
tence. The author reveals who
is to blame for the silvertip's
plight and outlines a strategy
for the bear's salvation. 8

The book is morathan astory *
about bears; it concerns peo-
ple, their life styles, their gov-
ernment, their land, and their
dreams.

Bill Schneider has written ex-
tensively on conservation in
dozens of periodicals. His writ-
ing focuses on protecting wild-
life habitat and wilderness. He M

Doug 0'looney phote

in Press

has been the editor of Montana
Qutdoors, the official magazine
of the Montana Department of
Fish and Game, for eight years.

of Missoula,
Mont. issharing the p«roﬂtsun sales of this book with
HCN. To order, send $9.95 to HCN, Box K, Lander,
Wyo. B2520_ Price includes postage. Order form on
page 15 of this issue.

256 pages, illustrated, clothbound

Directory

. BACK TO THE LAND
LISTING SERVICE

Receive mailings {rom dozens of back-to-
the-land publi and

CUI.II'I"“ Craftsmen
STOVE KITS
Convert metal drums into

wood burning heaters.
] Free brochure. Box 3333-H
Santa Rosa, CA 95402

From solar and wind -nnrqy to dehydrators
and drip irrigation. Keep : save

time and postage. Receive mailings for six
maonths. just $2.00.

@ & J Diswributors, Dept. MM. 4523 Labath, Santa
Rosa, CA 95401

. P )
Family
Planning
Center
d classes, Jete
medical services and supplies, VD test-
ing and treatment.

Three clinics: Worland, Lander, and
Riverton serving eight Wyoming coun-
ties:Fremont, Park, Teton, Sublette,
Johnson, Hot Springs, Washakie, ‘and
Big Horn. Costs are no more than you
can afford (o pay. Anyone is eligible.

Nurse practitioner available for
clinics. For information call: 1-332-9315

PLEXIGLAS ACRYLIC SHEET)
For storm doors, windows,
do-it- yoursel and save.
Plasticrafts, 303-433-8801

2800 M. Spesr BLVD., Denver, Calo. 80211

Shaw’s Fireplace

Efficient—burns fusl at 70-80% (wood, coal)
Safe—withstands tempts. to 3200 1.
Durable—stainless steel firebox

Easy to install—wood framing

For information write to:
Cole'

SIATE
OF THE ART
WALKING LEGCACE

ral
pack framy ncorporates luteral fl« X
with verticul rigidity,
Canvas, leuther, wool, and woven |
rush . nurally superior m,uurhl-e
for the carth traveler.

i "‘““"“‘ Fuel lm;
3 i Store
3 e 218 Main Dept. €
= Lander, Wye. 82520
bi (307-332-2670)
arin “Effickent Hesting'
CONVERTIBLE. ..
Jetul (Ydtul) -
No. 4
Combifire
G from opm liné_lm

toan air tight heater.

Cast iron, 300 Ibs., smec: tall
me Norway.. -

© Hillcrest Antiques
Jim and Ann Foriaine

(in Wyoming). Outreach ANs available in- Sened for foée Beidhines. i PVELINL Ban: M. Dwps. 7.
each county.  Mervesenem 190 River Loop One - Lander, Wyo. 82520
3 g Cammuntty Acken Program | Depr. HEX 1 1307) 332-9811

268 Manin Sireel, Lander, Wyo. 12420 Eugene, 0“’“ ggm “Wood hesting at its basy

LARSEN'S BICYCLES

TITEAST 2nd  ~— PHOME 754-548)
POWELL WYOMING 82435

RALE/H

SKITOURING FOR BEGINNERS
48 page, illustrated booklet. 6ih
edition. §1.25 includes post. &
ﬂ handing. FREE-wind chill calcu-
lator & metric converter. Hiking &
Ski Touring, P.O. Box 7421, |
Dept H.. Colo. Spgs., CO 80933

ARD CULFTURES OF WELD DS | PLIGHT LIFESCT M TR COLORS

DNTAn. pasy TO MaKE ot aieTs.

ARMEL Dept. L, 2894 Meadowtwook, Cleveisnd Ohic 44118

HCN Service Directory
rate structure for a.one inch ad

Gissues  $15.00 one quarter
12 issues 27.50 two guarters
18 issues 40.00 three quarters
25 issues

50.00 four quarters
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The water management plan developed
by the Idaho Department of Water Re-
sources has been emasculated by an in-
terim legislative committee, according to
department director Stephen Allred.

“Some changes are okay, but they've
gutted it by disapproving the core prog-
rams and policies,” Allred told the Idaho
Statesman. Nevertheless, Allred is still
hopeful that the legislature will come up
with some kind of management plan this

Too much snow

Colorado officials fear that their recent
eloud seeding effort has been so succeasful
that it may be dangerous. After heavy
snows in early December the state halted
cloud seeding “until the roads are cleared
and travel is better.” They also said they
would stop the seeding "if there is a severe
avalanche threat.”

On Dec. 8the Denver Postreported that
Berthoud Pass in Colorado, a popular route

Legislators gut Idaho water plan

year. "The consequences of not adopting
some plan are just too great,” he says.
Allred says recent public hearings
around the state showed that the public is
in favorofhaving a water plan. A legislator
says that the number of people opposing
the plan at the hearings was “shocking,”
however. Some people criticized the plan
for not placing enough emphasis on water
development projects. Minimum stream
flow regulations were also controversial.

worries Colorado

for motorists traveling to ski areas, had
received snow for 19 consecutive days. By
law, cloud seeding must be terminated if
snowfall exceeds 200% of normal by Jan.
31.

“We're watching the situation very
closely because of the heavy snowfall,”
John LeComppe, technical coordinator of
the Colorade Water Conservation Board
told the Denver Post.

First Ski Yellowstone appeal denied

The Forest Service’s approval of a major
ski area near Yellowstone National Park
has drawn fire from five environmental
groups in Montana. The groups’ appeal to
regional forester Robert H. Torheim was
denied Dec. 5, but the pmuid.entnfthsMod;

tana Wilderness Association says the

groups "will continue the appasls to the
highest levels.”

The other groups protesting thedamaum
to approve Ski Yellowstone are the Mon-
tana Wildlife Federation, the Environ-
mental Information Center, the Wilder-
ness Society, and the Sierra Club.

The resort would be on 1,880 acres of
national forest land and some private land

five miles west of the park boundary. More

than 1,542 condominium and lodging

units, a gondola, 10 deuble chairlifts, and a
PRI 1 3

pr are

The environmentalists claim that the

area wuuid depler.eenergy resources in a
1 and

A PLAN TO MANAGE IDAHO'S WATER
by an interim committee of the Idaho legislature, according to an Idaho
official who helped draft the plan.

Committee likes industry’s mining bill

with-
out” showing any overriding need or
economic " Torheim calls that "a

value judgment.” Tourism and recreation
are other important values, he says.

He also says that environmentalists’
claims that the area might jeopardize a
threatened species; the grizzly bear, were
not supported by many biologists.

Park chief studies Canyonlands roads

National Park Service proposals in
Canyonlands National Park and Glen Ca-
nyon National Recreation Area were the
focus of a recent visit to Utah by National
Park Service Director William J. Whalen.
Ashe left a meeting with the Utah gov-
ernor and congressional delegation, he

promised to consult with Utah officials be--

fore making a decision on road-| bmldmg in

- Canyonlands.
He told a Deseret News reporter that
while he had made no decision about the
" dirt road that now circles the Island in the

Sky District, local arguments for paving
the road made sense to him. As to the prop-
osed road to the confluence of the Green
and Colorado Rivers, which was not in-
cluded in the latest park master plan, Wha-
len said, "Let’s say we're still wide open as
far as what our decigion is going to be.”
Whalen attended a public hearing in Moab,

_Utah, where there is strong support for the

confluence road.

"Park Service decisions about Canyon-
lands will be announced in the early part of
February, Whalen says.

TIMBER INTERESTS have filed an appeal with the regional office of the
U.S. Forest Service in Denver. They want timber in roadless areas to be
listed on the agency's tentative five-year cutting plans.

ing a field hearmg on reform
of the 1872 Ml.nmg Law, the House sub-
committee on mines revealed its bias for
the bill backed by industry, according to
Public Lands News. -

While placing most emphasis on the in-
dustry bill (HR 5831), which ecalls for a

reform of the present !watmn-put:nt l;ru—
tem, the did

that another approach exists — the nd-
ministration bill (HR 9292), which would
replace the location system with a leasing

system.
The first field hearing on the issue was
held in Phoenix Dec. 12 and 13. -

Montana may bring back 1080 poison

Montana Gov. Tom Jiidge told sheepmen
that the state “may be ¢n the brink of a
breakthrough” in bringing back 1080
poison to kill coyates, according to the
Billings Gazette. At the Montana Wool
Growers ion early in D ber,
Judge outlined a four-point program prop-
osed by the Montana Departments of
Livestock and Fish and Game, designed to

—determine the effectiveness and selec-
tivity of eingle, lethal 1080 baits.
—evaluate the use of 1080 with regard to
human safety.
—determine the most sﬂ’ecﬂve se]er—
safe

tive, 1 and envi
elivery or placement procedures for baits.

d i i rates, pl

reduce sh ’s losses to predat; :

If given a go-ahead by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agmc_v,thembe
plans to:

i and 1 lication of baits
necessary to achieve d.;suul local coyate
cantrol..

Timber industry chollenges USFS

Last summer environmentalists per-
suaded U.S. Regional Forester Craig Rupp
to stop listing roadless areas as potential

more than two years. Rupp disagrees,
claiming that in all the forests affected by
Lhe de\:mm the industry harvest can be

timber sale areas. The talist:
argued that, whether or not the timber was
actually sold, the listing would prejudice
the U S‘ Forest Service (USFS) against the
Tt

of wild

the areas.

Now, Rupp, head of USFS Region 2, is
facing an appeal from the timber industry
on the same isaue. Industry says that Rupp
had no authority to cancel the sales, which
were be‘ntatwe]y scheduled for roadless
areas in 14 forests in Colorado, Wyoming,
and South Dakota.

Lloyd Stahl, a spokesman for the Faderal.
Timber Purchasers Association, says in-
dustry has been hurt by Rupp's decision,
because forest lands already designated for
timbering can't maintain the industry for

ined “indefinitely” without going -

into the roadless areas. In some areas the
timber harvest can even be increased
under present policies, Rupp says.

Before the environmentalists’ appeal in
Region 2, some roadless areas were listed
on the five-year timber sales plan, even
though their status — as wilderness or de-
velopable land — had not been determined.
Rupp's decision this summer meant the
timber industry will have to wait longer to
get at roadless areas which will eventually
be classed as developable. Now, no timber
salea may be made in roadless areas in any
forest in Region 2 until five years after the
agency has completed the management
plan for the forest. Through its appeal, ip-
dustry hopes to change that policy.
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FLATHEAD LAKE EIS BLM JOBS
The U.8. Forest Service has completed a
draft envi l i on that appli

impact

the East Shore Flathead Lake planning
unit. The planning unit contains 16,400
acres of Flathead National Forest land in
Lake County, Mont. Copies are available
for review at public libraries in the
Flathead Valley and in Missoula. The EIS
can also be reviewed at Forest Service of-
fices in Bigfork and Kalispell, Mont., or
individual copies can be obtained from
Flathead National Forest, 230 North
Main, P.0. Box 147, Kalispell, Mont. 59801
or Bwan Lake Ranger District, P.O. Box
438, Bigfork, Mont. 59911. Comments will
be accepted at the Kalispell office until
January 30, 1978,

ions are being ac-
cepted for summer employment positions
through January 15, 1978. Occupations
are in various natural resource disciplines
and require either related college educa-
tion or prior experience. Applicants must
be 18 years of age or older. For further
information, contact any BLM office or
local U.8. Civil Service Commission Job
Information Center.

LAND USE MAPS
Maps showing different categories of
land use in 12 counties in west-central
Montafia have been completed by the U.S.
Geological Survey. The maps delineate

STATE OF WYOMING PUBLIC NOTICE

PURPOSE OF PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS TO STATE THE STATE OF WYOMING'S INTENTION TO
DISCHARGE THE FEDERAL WATER

ISSUE WASTEWATER

PERMITS UNDER

POLLUTION CONTROL

ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1972 (FWPCAAJ, P.L. 82-500 AND THE WYOMING ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
ACT (35-502 et. seq., WYOMING STATUTES 1967, CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 1973).

IT ISTHE STATE OF WYOMING'S INTENTION TO 1SSUE WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMITSTO ()
TWO COMMERCIAL WASTEWATER FACILITIES, (1) ONE INDUSTRIAL FACILITY AND (6) SIX OIL
TREATER FACILITIES, AND TO AMEND (1) ONE INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER PERMIT WITHIN THE

STATE OF WYOMING.
APPLICANT INFORMATION

111 APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

APPLICATION NUMBER:

POPO AGIE RANCH, LTD

6060 NORTH BERKELEY BLVD.
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53210
AND

BOX 88, ROUTE 83
LANDER, WYOMING 82520
Wy-0027489

Popo Agie Ranch Lid. operates a six unit condominium on the Sinks Canyon Road near Lander, Wyoming.

Wastewater from the condominium is treated by two

septic tanks before being discharged to an undefined

drainage which is & tributary 1o the Middle Fork of the Popo Agie River (Class | stream),

permit req

Fexisting facilities at

efficiency until July 1, 1878; at that time

compliance with national secondary treatment standards must be achieved. The permit containg s compliance
schedule which requires submiasion of preliminary plans by February 1, 1978, and final plans by April 1, 1976

Since it is expected that Pope Agie Ranch will eliminate this discharge entirely to achieve compliznce, no
self-monitaring is required until after July 1, 1975, The permit will expiré December 31, 1978,

12) APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

APPLICATION NUMBER:

SUNSET COTTAGES, INC,

P.0. BOX 267

MEDICINE BOW, WYOMING 82320
Wy-0027448

Sunset Cottages is located in the Town of Medicine Bow, Wyoming, and consists of twa houses, twelve mobile
hames, fifteen mote] units and the motel office. Wastewater treatment consista of a cesspool which drains into &
h,

small natural pond w!

n turn, may discharge to the Medicine Bow River (Class | stream).

ED Bulltin

uses such as agricultural, industrial, and
residential, and different land cover, in-
cluding forests and wetlands. Copies can be
obtained from USGS, NCIC-R, Rocky
Mountain Mapping Center, P.O. Box
25046, Rm.-H-2206, Bldg. 25, Federal
Center. Denver, Colo. 80225.

PROTEST FILM

Last April, an estimated 2,000 protestors
occupied the site where the Public Service
Company of New Hampshire was build; g
anuclear power plant. The Last Resort, a
16-milimeter, 60-minute, eolor film pro-
duced by Green Mountain Post Films, ex-
amines how the protest reached such large
proportions. Prices for the film are: clas-
sroom rental $50; auditorium use $75; sale

() APPLICANT NA
MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

APPLICATION NUMBER:

18) APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

AFPLICATION NUMBER:

8) APFLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:

APPLICATION NUMBER:

Line Reference Target |

$625. Write to: Green Mountain Post
Films, Box 177, Montague, Mass. 01351
Phone: (413) 863-4754.

WYOMING RESEARCH NEEDS
A booklet Wyoming: A Research
Agenda for a Changing State has been
prepared by the Wyoming State Govern-
ment and the University of Wyoming. It
attempts to identify the critical issues and
research priorities associated with rapid
energy and mineral development in the
state. The project was funded by the Na-
tional Science Foundation. Copies can he
obtained from the Wyoming State Plan-
ning Coordinator, Wyoming Executive Of-
fice, Cheyenne, Wyo. 82001.

EXXON COMPANY US.A.

2000 CLASSEN CENTER-EAST
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73106
FRENCHIE DRAW UNIT No. 15, NE4,
SECTION 7, T37N, REgW,

FREMONT COUNTY, WYOMING
Wy-0027456

K & W OIL COMPANY

F.0. BOX 1308

CASPER, WYOMING 82802
SPINDLETOF LEASE, SW, SW4,
SECTION 32, T29N, RS1W,
NATRONA COUNTY, WYOMING
Wy-0027405

TOCO CORPORATION

26 SOUTH SENECA AVENUE
NEWCASTLE, WYOMING 62701
ANDERSON-MICHAELS, NW¥, NW,
SECTION 20, T4N, RE3W,

WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING
Wy-0027629

Facilities are all standard oil production units located in Fremant, Converse, Johnson, Weston and Natrona
Counties, Wyoming. The produced water is separated from the petroleum product through the use of heater

treaters and akim ponds.
All of the facilities must meet W)
axception of the Exxon facility. A letter of benefi:

ing Produced Water Critoria effective immediately upan discharge with the
use has been received by an area rancher concerning the

Exxon discharge, therefore the limita on the chemical parameters (total disselved solids, chlorides and sulfates)

have been waived.
Set 1f- itaring for all

will atill be required at all facilities, however, ail and grease

must be monitored quarterly. The discharges are to Class 111 waters of the State with the excoption of the Amoco
discharge, which is to an unnamed drainage of Beaver Creek (Cluss I stream).

Chapter VI of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Rogulations infors that all produced water discharges
with & total dissolved solids content of 5,000 mg per 1 or less are beneficially used.

The permit

self-monitaring of the s required. T
submission of preliminary plans by July 1, 1978, final pl

proposed & 1, 1879 10 hook up te
wwi-nlnH.mtmtu&mupnbknfmmN-mmmnmtw.mm
i i The permit aleo contains & schedule of compliance requiring
£

by Octaber 1, 1978 and.

January 1, 1979. The permit will expire December 31, 1982

(3! APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:

FACILITY LOCATION:
APPLICATION NUMBER:

CONSOLIDATION COAL COMPANY
2 INVERNESS COURT EAST
ENGLEWOOD, COLORADO 80110
PRONGHORN MINE, TA7N, RTIW,
CAMPBELL COUNTY, WYOMING
Wy-0027472

The Conselidation Coal Company intends to construct an open pit coal mine, known s the Pronghorn Mine.
which will be located approximately twenty miles southeast of Gillette, i
cromdin S £

ill thendi

he b illch

drainage. The Company indi
to begin they have identified two settling pond locations

however,
— 001. which will discharge to Demott Draw 2(Class 111
stream| and 002, which will discharge to Clabaugh Draw (Class [11 stream). As mining proceeds and additional
discharge points are identified, the permit will be modified to include these additions.

The proposed permit requires compliance with eMuent limitations identified s being best practicable for
mining operations in Wyoming. Periodic self-monitoring of the efMuent quality is required with reporting of
Tesults on & quarterly basis. The permit is scheduled to expire December 31, 19A2.

4) APPLICANT NAME: AMOCO PRODUCTION COMPANY

MAILING ADDRESS: P.0. BOX 1400 s
RIVERTON. WYOMING 82501

FACILITY LOCATION: BEAVER CREEK UNIT, SECOND CODY
TANK BATTERY No. 1. W', SECTION 10,
T33N, R9EW. FREMONT COUNTY.
WYOMING

APFLICATION NUMBER ~ Wy-0027464

CONTINENTAL OIL COMPANY

152 NORTH DURBIN STREET
CASPER. WYOMING #2601

NORTH TISDALE CENTRAL TANK
BATTERY. NW'. SECTION 9. T4IN.
RAIW, JOHNSON COUNTY, WYOMING
Wy 0027511

161 APPLICANT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:
FACILITY LOCATION:

APPLICATION NUMBER:

(8) APPLICANT NAME: DIAMOND SHAMROCK CORPORATION

MAILING ADDRESS: 6730 WEST YELLOWSTONE
CASPER, WYOMING 82601
FACILITY LOCATION: MARTIN SPRING WATER COLLECTION

PIT, SE\, SECTION 5, T36N,

R74W, CONVERSE COUNTY. WYOMING
APPLICATION NUMBER:  Wy.0027537

The

16) PERMIT NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:
FERMIT NUMBER:

dates for the permits vary depending upon their location,

GREAT WESTERN SUGAR COMPANY
"LOVELL REFINERY"

LL
P.0. BOX
DENVER, COLORADO 80217
Wy-00004 18

‘The Great Western Sugar Company aperates a beet sugar refining plant at Lovell, Wyoming, with a caparity of
616,000 pounds of sugar per day. Flume wash water and lime wastewaler are routed to complete retention
‘evaporation ponds. Barometric condensor water with a volume of spproximately 5.0 million gallons per day
(MGD is discharged to a ditch which is a tributary of the Shoshone River (Class | stream).

Due to very low flaws in the Shoshone River expected during the winter of 1977-78, the Company is concerned
that it may not always be able o use its intake structure in the river. As a reault, the Company plans o install
facilities which would allow it to recycle condensor water back to the plant, however, operation of the recycle

w

system could result in the overflow of the plant's intake pond with ith

ater. The

Company has requested modification o ita discharge permit to allow this additional point of discharge.

“The proposed permit allows the additional point of di

but that the total net g BODS of

t reg
discharges 001 and 002 not exceed the levels contained in the existing discharge permit for discharge point 001

Under recently promulgated Federal effluent regulations, this facility could be allowed BODS efluent limits
somewhat less stringent than those contained in the existing permit. However, since this facility has in the past
been able to consistently meet the more stringent standards contained in the existing permit, these standards
have been retained in the modified version. The instantanecus maximum limitation in the existing permit has
been changed to & daily mazimum value in the modified permit and the daily maximum value in the existing
permit has been changed to a daily average value in the modified permit.

Beat practicable treatment standards for the parame
included in th i it. [n addit

ters temperature (90 degrees F) and pH (6.0-9.0) are
for the above referenced limited the

Tequires regular monitoring of fecal coliform bacteria and ammonia, with reporting of results monthly.

STATE-EPA TENTATIVE DETERMINATIONS

Tentative determinations have been made by the State of Wyeming i

eMuent limi and

with the EPA

o

the permits. These limitations and conditions will assure that

State water quality standards and applicable provisians of the FWPCAA will be protected.
COMMENTS

PUBLIC

Public comments are invited any time prior to January 16, 1976. Comments may be directed to the Wyoming

Department of Environmental Quality, Water Quality Division, Permits Section,

, Hathaway Building, Cheyenne,

W)nm‘_n' B2002. or the 'S, Environmental Protection Agency, Region VIII, Enforeement Division, Permits

Administration and Compliance Branch. 1980 Lincoln Street, Denver, Colorado 80295,

in the f

| of final

prior to January 16. 1978 will be
permita.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Additional information may be obtained upen Fequest by calling the State of Wyoming, (307) 777-7761, or EPA,
addresses.

13031 327-3874. or by writing to the aforementioned
i licati

draft permits and relsted d

aforementioned addresses. -

atthe

Public Notice No: Wy-T7-015_
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I “Tux FoR A BITE OF GRUB"

[
n ‘A FRIERDLY GAME OF POKER""

Reproductions of pen
and ink drawings

by Thomas Connell

Tom's work centers largely on the
early days of the West. The days of
starting with nothing, the beginning of
the creation of a Western heritage. Tom
has his work on display in his new studio
at 805 Amoretti in Lander. Stop by and
vigit for a spell with the “homestead ar-
tist,” as he is called.

Reproductions of three of Torl'l s
works are being offered through HCN's
gift shop. They can be purchased sither
as 7va by 83 inch black and white prints
or as 4 by 5% inch sepia and white
notecards. The printsare reproduced on
talisman, textured finish, cover paper.
The notecards are teton-text paper.

The prints sell for$2.00each ora set of
three for $5.00. Postage is included.

The notecards are packaged 12 to a
pack with envelopes. Four cards of each
design are included. Cost is $3.00 per
package plus 50 cents for postage and
handling. Please use the combined
order form found on this page. Order
prints by their numbers. Thank you.

_—

Special Edition

Righ Country News

Seasonal profiteering

HCN

)

Paul M. Breeden is a noted callig-
rapher and illustrator. His paintings and
drawings have appeared in Augdubon,
Defenders of Wildlife. and National
Geographic ines to name but a
few. Breeden and his agent, Singing

GIFT
SHOP
1977

Mountain Lions, 17 x 22 in.

Pri nts

Paul
M.
Breeden

o irrantn

HCN to HCN. Each print is from a series.
ois&dgnsduﬁnunbvodpﬂnh.m
of upon
mqusalalmmmumidmge

L)

To order, use form below. (Available also is
Gray Hawks, 17 x 22in., $30. Shown in Nov.
18th issue.)

$1.50

A roundup in magazine fermat of
HCN's formative years, 1969-1975.
Mews stories on the people, wildlife,
lifestyles, and politics of the Rocky
Mountain West. Glossy cover, 48
pages, 10 by 14 inches.

(Would make a lovely addition to any
library, coffee table, comfort station,
etc.) Postage and handling: 50 cents.

ift Subsgnpt on

WESTERN JITTERS,
You can ive @ nendcver =
thin Fram‘th jitters 1&a
ner sed. awareness o
fgc, M.ountam areat Plains

5Eby sendind a UCNgift
subscri tiodhec\lé send a@l
arate can Aring urn;
fellr urfrl'ewg{@he
@ﬁ"éf
Be sure to include your name

wihen you order sfwe can
send the qiftcard.

Rocky Mountains — 192 pages, size 10% x
13% in., 14,000 words of text, 162 illustra-
tions, full color. Photography by David
Muench, text by David Sumner. $30.00

Alpine Country — 128 pages, size 10¥ x 131
in., 12,000 words of text, 101 illustrations, full
color. Photography by Don Lowe, text by
David Sumner. $22.00 until January 1, 1878,

Juhm $25.00.

£
ROCKY MOUNTAINS— 1
Phatography by David Muench, text by

David Sumner. It is not an easy task to
place amountain rangein a book. Thisis
a brilliant attempt. Scale precarious
heights, gaze in awe at far-reaching
panoramas, and wonder at the over-
whelming immensity of the high coun-
try. Feel a shiver as you look down to a
canyon deep below. Contrasts abound:
bright, white snow, sky-blue lakes;
weathered rock, spring's rush of life;
masses of wildfiowers, a single blossom;
green forests sliced by cascading, fro-
thing streams. Muench senses the spirit,
beauty, and grandeur of this inspiring
mountain range. Explore the Rockies:

New Mexico, Montana, Idaho, wyomlnq.
Utah and Colorado.

Mmmmmnmmmm

Company of Portiand, Ore., mwm-l-
igh Country

sales of books described hers.

o

Greetin

Holly Merrifield, wildlife artist and
friend, has designed these notecards for
High Country News. These cards wereso
popular last year, we're trying them
again. Ready for your personal notes,

Combined Order Form{@
Circle or mark selections
om Connell Prints and Notecards

ints:[] LTime for abite of grub.
1 1A friendly game of

Prints are §200 each. Set of three far 500

ANMOUNT ToTAL

O prints at §2. each —_—
print sels a1 §5. each

E ggggiatiﬁoud\,_._

kar:
T1 wIndian -h&ack(ll::n i Novd isiue)

g Cards

the cards are 3'z by 7 inches on ivory
stock with gold envelopes. Designs are
in wheatfield gold. A handsome com-
plement to any m

Ten cards and envelupes per set. $2.

Moose (Plaase specity Moose or Eagle when ordering.) Eagle A i e
(@& )araphic Arts Center Books 8 won qrecting Cands @Pricn Special Edition  Magazine §1-
[l aipine Courty $22.00 Eagle[] Postage and handling: 50 carts. #
[0 Rocky Mountains $30.00 P00 pepecoIu T HCN SpecialEditionat §200 each___
[ The World of Mita Akeson  $19.50 TN 00 ey e ek Enclosed s X
ok
D packages ' at $2.30 each____ &
Total @CN Gt Subscript 'Send the above marked items fo:
Paul Breeden Prints p o s s fiz00  TAME
[ Gray Hawks $30.00 ol I dds
[lGreat Horned 0wl $30.00 eity.

‘Mourtain Lions. $30.00
[1Young Prairie Falcon §30.00
Please add $2. parorder for insurance, ofc.
—— prints at $20 each. Tols ———

Mountain Pmu Bonks

Price,i es pomau

. — W —
‘Send to High Courtry News, Bax K, Lander

state.

Wy oming 82520 or call (307) 392-4677. Thani]
you! Your purdrase is b-lyi-sﬂcﬂ.lxb




16-High Country News — Dec. 16, 1977

""!

An Eco-Fiction
of Tomorrow

by Christopher Swan and Chet
Roaman, Sierra

We are speeding joyfully toward the
Sierras aboard a noiseless, solar-powered
train. Ahead lies John Muir's beloved
Yosemite, once the worst slum in the
national-park system. The joy of our trip is
Jjustified, howeyer, because now things are
different.

First they took out the automobiles, then
they carted off the asphalt. Hetch Hetchy
has been liberated from its dam, Eagles
soar above and bighorn sheep blink from
nearby peaks. Harmonious inns of native
stone (each with its organic garden and
cheery, granola-popping host) have re-
placed the facilities that once offered the
dazed traveler little more than another
homogenized slice of motel America.

We are, of course, riding into a vision of
what long-sullied Yosemite might be like
10 years hence if people put their minds to
restoring the national park system to its
‘original purpose — if they insisted that
parks should be apecial places left in their

We recently learned that one of our
readers took a copy of High Country
News to Ecuador on a climb of the
highest active volcano in the world,
Cotopaxi, 19,347 feet.

The news came to us through an ar-
ticle in the Denver Post. What
caught our eye was a photograph cap-
tioned: “As the fifth day wears on,
cabin fever leads Chris Brown to read
his copy of High Country News cover
to cover.”

The text of the article, published in
the Post's Nov. 13 "Empire
Magazine” offers more detail. It seems
that a storm forced the climbers to
hole up in a shelter at the 15,800-foot

level

"Friday, July 8: Refugio fever be-
ginning to set in," wrote one of the
climbers in his journal. "Out come the
books.”

"The books” included HCN, plus a
puzzling assortment of other reading
material: a Peter Dawson Western, a

—Dear Friends,

natural state, not government-run Disney-
lands. <

It is good to dream. Without vision we
would nothave the Wilderness Act of 1964,
a system of wild rivers, or, for that matter,
national parks. Yet two things are badly
askew with this version of the future.

Those who simultaneously laughed and

cried while reading The Greening of
America will ize i ly the glib
approach to serious problems in YV88.
Midwivesof Yosemite's rebirth run around
in silk blouses "with engraved ironwood
buttons and pink roses embroidered
around each buttonhole,” as if they had put
on ecological enlightenment with their
passé hippie garh.

When they speak, rhetorical fog issues
from their mouths. The genius behind "sol-
arskin,” the technological breakthrough

that provides power for the park, explains,

the creative flash responsible for his inven-
tion: "It was really a matter of letting go.
Letting your perception of the universe go,
seeing it the way it is, seeing that very
clearly.” d

Elsewhere the authors define love as
“the flight of truth” and subject us to mini-
lectures on how to get right with our
neighbors, nature, and ourselves. The

homily on the jays of childbirtt

Line Reference Target LRT-BE4-V2

votees of Buckmi Fuller will be de-

with the rted but 1 Y
"Having babies makes women less violent
than men!” Alas, we're back in the verbal
claptrap of the late '60s.

But maybe the shortcomings merely are
stylistic. What about the substance of the
book? The authors only pretend to deal

lighted.

Back in 1952, fighting to save New
Mexico's Gila Primitive Area, Olaus Murie
cut through the folderol surrounding the
preservation of wild lands: "Wilderness is a
simple concept. It means a place left in a
natural condition.”

with the two major park probl too
many people and too much technology. In-
stead of concentrating most tourists, as is
now done, they would scatter them
throughout the wilderness. (Families not
used to carrying their gear would haul it in
little red wagons over cart trails.)

Anyone who ever has been a ranger im-
mediately winces. Presumably, the ecolog-
ical awareness instantly gained when pas-
sing through the park’s gates will prevent
the public from spray-painting rocks, feed-
ing their children to the bears, and chop-
ping down trees — as Americans let loose
in the woods are wont to do.

As to technology, Swan and Roaman

‘have replaced cars, highways, and dams

with trains, energy-gathering domes,
Sierra Stream beer in edible gelatin con-
tainers, and windships zooming over
Bridalveil Falls — one set of technological
nightmares exchanged for another. De-

Unless we stop pander-
ing to the bored droves
and the technological
gadgetry they demand,
our parks will be lost.

Unless we -face reality with that
straightforward premise, unless we stop
pandering to the bored droves and the
technological gadgetry they demand, our
parks will be lost. In fact, they should not
be called parks at all, but natural pre-
serves. Fences should be built around
them, moats with hungry crocodiles. Irate
grizzlies should roam the peaks, worthy
stalkers of those who dare to venture there.

At least then people . would have the
wonder and respect for the parks that our
wild heritage deserves.

copy of New Republic, some Pablo
Neruda poetry, a treatise on inflation,
Zen and the Art of Archery, and a
couple of "adventure specials.”

We are pleased to think that some-
body on the climb cared enough about
us to add almost two ounces of news-
print to his pack — even if itdidtakea
severe case of cabin fever to start
someone reading. This means that,
ounce for ounce, we were at least as
important as the case of soda pop that
was also carried up to the base camp
shelter.

‘We suspect, however, that we were
included for more than just literary
purposes. To serve as a cherished bitof
fire starter perhaps? To act as partofa
poor man's sleeping pad? To offer as a

ifice to the ; iy

‘Whatever novel role we may have
played on that trip, we are proud to
have made it to the 15,800-foot level.

It seems part of a movement beyond
our control that has HCN in such far-
flung spots as Rhodesia, Nepal, and
the South Pole

AN ANNOUNCEMENT

This is the last issue we'll run the
Christmas Gift Shop (our seasonal
profiteering page, as August calls it).
Thanks for your patronage. We'll be
filling any additional orders as
quickly as we can up until December
22nd. We should warn you, however,
that orders received between the 22nd
and the 28th will have to wait until we
return from our Christmas break on
the 29th.

To allow ourselves time for the
break, we're already at work on our
Dec. 30 issue. We hope it will be one of
our best, with a portrait of Edward
Abbey by Peter Wild and an exquisite

two-page drawing by environmen-
talist-artist Laney Hicks,

Merry Christmas.
—the editors
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