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STRONG, SIMPLE ACCOUNTS
DearHCN,
Tell Peter Wild to read the "Little

House" books by Laura Ingalls Wilder. He
made a cruddy reference to them in his
review ofA River Runs Through It.(''We
can be grateful to Maclean that this is no
,"flaccid "Little House. on the Prairie" re-
miriiscenee of childhood, no nOstalgic trip
designed to stimulate lachrymose hearts at
the sacrifice ofreality.") He may have been
referring to the television series. I hope so
because the books are not "a sacrifice of
reality." They're strong and simple ac-
counts of her childhood - written for
ehlldren and should -be examined that
way .•

Dear HCN. '. . Cathy Berne Scott
I got yollr renewal nottce the other day N hall .Calif

and was debating - we left Colorado for ew , .
Minnesota six months ago. I had thrown . TAKING A COLLECTION
Away the notice when we got your Dec. 31 Dear friends,
issue -r- and it was reslIy super.' Your latest article on Abbey was great. Dear friends, Dear HCN,
The Edward.Abbey article was just We should aU get together and send him a I would like to comment on the recent Your recent article on reat-rotationgraz-

eseeIlent. Please ~ us up again - al-' case of 6% beer. He deserves and I'm sure articles by and aboutEd Abbey. As a senior iog was excellent. It serves to point up the
though we're "El18ten;)ers" Wfi know the'. he has.l\Ul" great admirl¢oO: fm:bei/:lgthe citizen .t"ho j~'w~l)t 01) au,m:t-i:~p~ _ massive problems facing the- Bureau of
West is too ._....-!.....'ft i-ore. person he is. .tourof ....e Slickroelt country WIth my first Land Maliagemelit. '. , _' ......_..........-.lI" -e- • I '" "'Abbeybonk in'thecar, Iam<!eliilhteil witli· · , Wh8t we dan'tneed is a more'cumbee,

everything he says: You know its hard to some bureaucracy, but in the case ofBLM
write about the ultimate obscenity of too I'm apprebensive about its ability to give
much technology anddeveloi>ment without the public lands the protection outlined in
being a little obscene! More power to Abbey .the new Federal Land Policy and Man-
as an excellent writer and an accurate re- sgement Ad of 1976. Though BLM ad-
, porter. Do print more of him! I like what he ministers more land than all federalagen-
says and I approve of the way he says it - cies combined, its, share of the budgetary
emphatically. pie is humble indeed. If Congress is
I'olly Renne' genuinely concerned about the quality of
Bozeman, Mont. . tbe public domain, then it's time to back its

good intentions with afew more bucks to
see that the job gets done.
Much of t1ie devastation 'of the range

could have been avoided if the manpower
had been available to research and develop
reasonable grazing alternatives and to
strictly enforce their implementation. We
have.oilly ourselves to blame for the de-
struction that followed from a lack of
money and manpower: '.
With a greatly expanded budget, BLM

would be able to come out of the natural
resource closet and assume its rightful role
as a vitally important ageneY for the na-
tional welfare. Field managers could actu-
ally get out in the field and see with their
own office-strained eyes the extent of the
calamity. Perhaps they will then realize
that the grazing interests have had a free
ride for long enough and Adj'ustthe grazing
fees accordingly. The days of the public
subsidy will at long last be over, '
My own suggeation would involve reap-

propriating t1ie money now earmarked for .
predator extermination from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to the BLM f\ll' in-
creased monitoring of grazing plans: A
modest beginning, but a necessary one.
Long live the pub~ic domain.

~~ILetterS I
,.
KANSAS NEEDS NUCLEAR

Friends at HCN:
Enclosed fmd check for another year's

subscription for High Country News. rn
admit you aImoat lost mewith your suceess
in stopping the California public utilities
from building a generating plant in south.
east Utah, on top of that big supply of coal.
I am asking that you slow down in your

opposition to the proposed nuclear generat-
ing plant at Wolf Creek in ~ansas. The
Kansas City Power & Light and Wichita
KG&E are fmding your opposition is very
costly and timeoconsuming.
After getting to know ·TomBell; I.know

you are reasonable people and Kanaas
needs this gerlerating plant. Our gas sup-
ply is going out-of-etste undsrold'contracts
and is not available for new generating
plants. The oil supply is mostly down to'l
stripper wells, and coal supply i. rather
limited.

Lorin Bradshaw
Penalosa, Kan.

CAN'T IGNORE WEST

AnnJobnson
Minneapolis, Mjnn.,

Dear HCN,
.I tind reading your paper, Mountain
Gazette, and FriendS of the Earth's Not
Man Apart, a poor substitute for being in'
the West, but it will have to do for awhile.
But more important it makes you realize
how valuable the things'are in the Weat
that you take for granted until you come
West and have to fight for breathing space.
It also makes you re!!Iize that ss screwed
up as the East is there are things that can
bedoneto correcttheproblems which could,
have an effect on the aitustionnationwide.

Wi1IyMoore
Largo, Md.

J Robert M. Gillespie
Longmont, Colo.

....-.... .,--

-HARD NOT BEING OBSCENE BLMIN RESOURCE CLOSET

White hoarfiost decorates every buah
andbranch outside. And the fog atill hangs
thick and grey on this late January morn-
ing.
But as I look to that chilI outside scene, I

see the orange amaryllis with two big
beautiful blO88Oms. That comer of the
livingroom isasmalI greenhouse, complete
with plant c:art and banging baskets. Oft'
the livingroom, a summer sitting porch is
COIl-ted to a green room with more hang.
ing and pot plants. Inone corner is even a
bcmsai Waahington -palin, which we got in
Arimna about 16 years ago.
We have been de1iIbted with how well

tbepiantshAvedonein~teofafeWmorn.
Dip with temperatures to four degrees
below zero. Since we lieat our house almoat
udusivelywith a wood 8tAlve, we had some
fsere.
A brisk fOllllYday is a most unlikely time

to be \IllI'in8 over.-l catalop. But what a
pleasant diversioD. And before long,
dremns· of the first fresh radish from the
prcIen will be a reality.. .
ltistimeto be orderiqseeds. Last year's
--.lsweren't as well kept as I nowwould
IiIIe. NmribeIess, lIllY--.Is help. For
inet==e,we know the Faribo Hybrid R
8qW11h(90cIaya, fiomFarmer Seed & Nur.
881)', Faribault, MN lili02ll is a great
wint8' ireeper. We store our squash in a
dirt eeIIIIr wbich _ to be idesL 'We ate,

.8rk &4'
the last Of our 1975 Faribo squash in the
Iatt8l' part of August 1976. Though not as
tasty as a fresh squash, it Wl!8 atill good.
We were in for a pleasant surprise when

we ate a WaltIuuB butternut squash (85 Dear HCN,
daye) given to us bY' neighbors. Even I wan~ to inform your readers about a
though a 1970 AlI-Ameriea vegetable win- struggle that we are having in N.E.
ner, we had never tried it. It will be in our Washington for a wildern .... The struggle
garden this year. . centers around a 12,700 acre roadless area
Summer squash are favorites with thattheU.S.ForestServicehasratedvery

nearly everyone. This year we are going to, high for wildern ... quality .and only mod-
try the new 1977 All-America winner, erate overall ror timber productivity.
Scallopini. It is a hyj>rid cross between a EeoentiaIIy it'. the old struggle of trying
... echini and a sc8Ilop or pattypan squash. to 'get something besides, rocky mountain
It is,said to have a sweet, nut-like flavor tops included for wilderness study by the
and grows on a buSh-type plami maturing ForeSt Service ..AS ouly five per cent of the
in about 50 days. . Colville National Forest (the whole prop-
Premium Crop hybrid broccoli lives up to osed area encompasses some 53,500 !acres),

its All-America rating. It·will be back in thematureponderosapineandDouglasfll"
our garden this summer. It matUres in left standing willllot cripple the foreat's
about 68 dsys and will produce abundantly timber management plan.
until freeze.up if kept picked. The nucleus of popular support is here, '
Our only problem is that we get csiried but what is needed is some additional popu-

away with plans for aU the vegetables:- lar support from outside the ares. I hope
new and old - we want to try. The garden this short note might engender a few post
jUat i8ll't big enough. Fortunately, we have cards of support for this area. Comments
little room for expansion. It is just as well. - should be sent bY Feb. 22 to: St!pervisor,
We grow far more than we caneatnow. But ColviUe National Forest, Colville, Wash.-
wbat delicious eating, year-round. 99114 ..
H your plans haven't included a garden, For more information contact:

better think again. What a great way to Tad Wasieleweki
beat infliltion and eat flll' better than the ·RB. 2, Box 146E
kings of old. • Colville, Wash. 99114

DETAJLs WILDERNESS FIGHT

Jeff Gailiun
SpringdaIe, Utah
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for hunting, farming, and grazing. Every which probably, cannot keep- ...mlosions
time an Indian turned around, he was . within the limits of non-deterroratlon
standing on something of value to the standards. B",t, Montana Powet has in-
white man; vested a lot of money in developing these

plants. They need -them to turn a profi~. So,One thing that seemed hard to steal -
the air _ was fairly safe until recently. naturally, the companyIs opposed to clean
Now, however, with .great advances in air on the reservation. They don't say it
technology, it has become posslble to take that way, but that is the bottom line.'
th t too P If te I· . 't th At a recent public hearing on the futurea, . er aps-s a mg isn eproper f ai ali th .. (
word, but it can De rendered unusable for. 0 all" qu Ityon e reservation .see story,
some purposes. .' P: 6 J, the N~rthern Cheyenne tribal coun-
The Northern Cheyenne ofMontana are eil took testimony from many wttneeses,

again fighting an "Indian War" with the Curiously, though Montana Power haa a
white man. The battle with M~ntarra - tremendous stake in the outcome, of the
·PowerCo. islegal, not armed, conflict.The request, .they presented no te8tI~ony.
NorthernChey~nneareaskiJlgthefederal _Perhaps lit would be ~.em~ll1Tll88mg ~
governmentto honor yet another tr;aty':- oppose c ean a~ In. pu. ic, .' as one Q

the tribe's right to protect the air on the' server noted, This IS .lndlan count'!.
reservation by prohibiting any deteriora- Maybe they thought they'd get scalped.
tion of air quality.
In the Cheyenne culture, air is insepara- A spokesman for the company said later

ble fr.omthe other components of the circle that they would submit written testimony-
·oflife-land, water and living things. Said on the issue. 'Perhaps it isappropriate that
one Cheyenne, "there are many areas on Montana Power will try to take the air the
thecultural Ievel that are going to be af- same way the white man has taken every-
fected, not only by the air, but by every- thing else - on paper. The spokesman
. thing else that comes with . , . develop- said, "no comment,' when asked what the
ment." .substance of the written testimony would
· Montana Power wants to build two large 'be. one line would probably suffice: "We're
power plan~8 upwiD-d from the reservation, only in this for the money:"

The twain shall meet
~ ;;9-,

air grabThe last' straw - an
by Dan Whipple

"They made us many promises, more
than I can remember, but they never
kept but one; they promised to take our
land and they took it:' - anonymous
Indian, quoted by Dee Brown in Bury'.
My Heart at Wounded Knee. •
The systematic destruction of the

American Indian by the white man is well
documented, The movement of settlers
westward forced the Indian from pillar to
post and finally on to reservations a frac-
tion of the size of their traditional lands.
I When the. white man came West he
brought diseases that killed thousands of
Indians. He-killed of{the buffalo, the food

and clothing source of many trfbes, In
1868, "{hen the white man was well into
the proceas of wiping out the buffalo, the
government even issued denim for lodge
covers to the Rosebud- Sioux - 1868 be-
came the "Blue Tipi Year." .
Along with the land, the white man ap-

propriated theIndian's water. Only today
are the questions of the Indian water rights
being finallyaddrasssd in the courts of sev-
eral states.
• When he was done, the white man had
taken the Indian's land, food, water, and
shelter. A- single, consistent motive runs
through history for this expropriation. of
the red man - profit.' The sacred Black
Hills were taken for gold; the Great Plains
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,
less than two per cent of the total in. this
case.
Unfortunately, Wyoming's oiting act is

now' being amended to condense its two
atagi; proceM into 'one ·stage, which will
leave out the apecific list ~f impacts that
must be BCtutinized by the siting council.
Although MBWs application n~ver went

of the lOcal people whose ;';comes fall far into the. seCond.stage, that list no doubt
be'low the 'newcomers'.

r inspired many of MBPP's plans. ,
The most we can say is that MBPP is MBPP has set a precedent that will no

trying. At tbia tune in thia region, indus- .. 'doubt,be of intereat too~er iAdustrlea.ro-
..trial efforts of thia sco1'" are rare. SO we v~ by the .""t But ~.~~ut8 specific
shouldn'theaitate to call attention to them, outline of theIr reaponsibilltlea, the pres-
reg8r.dIeas of whether 'they are motivated ent Wyoming 'aiting coulicil can't be
by fear or by conscience. counted on to demand such extensive ef-

forta. In fact, the siting .council membera
In the ·future, however,. such efforts. seemed to be rather embarrassed by how

should. be rou~inely expected. As lon~ as milch MBP? bad oommitted itself.to spen4
large Indu8~rles continue to come In~ on impatCl alleViation prior to the hearing.
. sparssly !",pula~ 'areas, ~ey should. ex- .If the proposed amendments paso as now _.
pect to gIve techmcal assistance, money, . proposed Wyomingites can derive little
and whatev~r elSe io neceasary to make the cOnsolati~n fromMBPP's efforte inWheat-
transition le~painful. After all,.the total . land because the next appliCant probably
coot.oftheproJect IS over $l.4bilhon, mak- won't do as well. It won't have to. Other
ingthe expenditures for impact alleviation_ Western statea have even leas proteCtion.

Industries are beginning to leo!!: at en-
vironmental oontrols as a routine part of"
the rost of doing busin .... The experience
of Wheatland proves that every Western
stat!' should demand that industry include
specific aocial and economic safeguards in
their COlita, too. ._l,\OfjA

We con't afford to. demand less.-.. ,
After learning about the efforts being

.made to prevent serious impact problems
in Wheatland, readers may decide that th.e .
Missouri Basin ~ower Project (MBPJ;')
. should be co~endad fqr -its J2Q million
efforts. Or at least that the financierB, the
Rural Electrification Administration,. and
consumers of the power, who will eventu-
ally pay the portion of the $20 million that
is not recoverable, should be thanked.
While we're being grateful, we should·

also remember that their efforts are not
enough, howe';er. Until local officialsrec-
ognize the value of true planning, land
speculation will be one of the most tragic
COB~ of pouring people into a rural area
And no one has found a satisfactory way to .
leasen the pain of spiraling costs on many

Material pl.lbli~hed in High Countl"Y News may
~ be reprinted without permission unless it is

copyrighted. Proper credit should be given to High,
Country News, Box K, Lander Wyo. 82520. Con-
tribulions (manuscripts, photos, artwork) wilt be
welcomed with tKe understanding that the editors
cannot be held responsible for loss or damage. Arti-
cles and letters will be published and edited at th~
discretion of the editors. To send a sample copy to 1.I

friend, send us his or her address. _'
Box K, Lander, Wyoming 82520

One reader suggests:

Send HeN to key decision makers.
Margot Fraker, a lobbyio!!or Colorado~Open Space Council, has oug-

gested that HCNsolicit gift SUbscriptions for people making decioions on
key natural resource issueo. HCN thinks it's a good idea.
The list of possible subscribers is endless: Weote~n governors, alate

legislato~s, members of CongrllSS, Interior and other Cabinet pooitions,
county commiooioners, lobbyiots. . .. . .
Here's some people who get HCN: President Jimmy Carler, Rep. Teno

Roncalio-Wyo., Sen. Clifford Hansen-Wyo., Gov. Ed Herschler-Wyo .. Sen.
Malcolm WallOp-Wyo., Sen. Jameo Abourezk-S.D., Justice Harry
Blackmun-U.S. Supreme Court, Sen. James McClure-Idaho.
Help us fill in the missing spaceoby oponsoring a gift sUbscription toa key

. decision maker. Ifyou wioh, HCN willsend a card along 'saying who donated
the subocription. (Please include a couple of choices in Case of duplica~
tions.r I· j

'Send HCN to the fallowing decision makers, enclosed is $10 per oub-
ocription.

, .

Name : .
Addre.s ~•.•.•......••.•.•..

~:~;:::::::::::::::::::;;:::::::::~zi~.:::::::::::=:::_\
Name••:•••.••; ~ ..
Add :.••••..•._••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.
City ••••••••~_•••:••••....•...••••••_••••••••••••.•••••.
S1818 .•••_•••••••••••••••..•..•.•.Zlp ..••...••~••••••

. Send 10: HCN, Box K, Lell\ler, Wyo. 82520
(Or, lend 8 "8me and 8~dre.. and HeN will .end a lample .coPJ.)

.-

Corporations in Utah take the state
legislative sesaion very seriously, accord-
ing to an article in ,the D..... et New ...
. . ffiM Corporation cares enough to r.,g;...
tar 58 10bJ>yists, al:COrding to the story.
Other corporations are similarly well-
represented inclwling Great Salt Lake
J',JInerals and Chemicals Corporation wit!).
46lobbyista, the Utah Bankers Association
with 24, and Texsco with 15. .
To regis~ in Utah, lobbyists must p&y a

fee of $10 Per person and $10pel'-rompeny
they represent .

Lobbyist
.overkill
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32 homes on the market with an average
price of $49,700. , ,
Inflation is alreadyaffecting other prices,

in town. Tyler Dodge, LRCC chairman, '
says prices are' enough higher .in Wheat-
land to force some people to drive to
C~eye!UleJTo~gton, or Casper.fortheir
sliopping - in some cases, even for their
groceries. One woman reported that a pair
of overalls C08~six dollars morein.Wheat-'
land than in Cheyenne,

Whebtland.' . •
(p.,"ontinued from page 1)

" boom town history to know the costa to a
company if workers are displeased with
their' living or working conditionil. "If we
have happy workers, we11save millions in
lost time," an official of one of the MBPF
companies told the Onlooker, a biweekly
newspaper in North Dakota.
MBPP instigated the task force and

began workingwith'the town to plan before •
the siting act was passed. After its passage,
MBPP worked with sdded impetos. Offi-
cials of the MBPP knew the act said state
approval was contingent on the siting
council believing the facility would not
"pose a threat of serious iJljury to the envi-
ronme"t nor to the sccial and economic
condition of inhabitants or i!xpected -in-
habitants in the affected,ar ea P
What they didn't kDow ~as what the

couneil would interpret the applicant's re-
sponsibilities to be.
MBPP officials were determined that the

council would decide in their favor. By the
time they submitted their application to
the siting council, it was three inches thick.
with plans to protect the community in the
traditional trouble areas,-including hous-
ing, schools, Iand use planning, mental
health, law enforcement, public utilities,
child care, old age housing, and recreation.
To make the transition ailsmoo\h as pos-

'sible, MBPP provided loan goarantees,

TOO MANY LOTS
, .

Land speculation is expected to have the
worst long-term effects, A total of 2,031
plats have' been submitted to the local
planning office - more than enough for
every construction worker at the boom's
peak. AlthOugh only 749 plats have re-
ceived final approval, Sneesby. says these
are enough for 2,000 people if'one 'figures
three-personaverage family sizes, He ~ays
there are clearly more than enough lots for
the incoming population,

technical' assistance, and advice. Total rental housing being built. He says the This creates a problem because of the
MBFP mitigation cOstS will be approxi- banks aren't willing to lend money for ren- "miles and miles" of roads and utility lines
\Ill'tely$20 million, but .about $15 million' tal housing because it is such a, long-term that will put in arid not used, Sneeeby says.
of that is potentially recoverable, accord-vinvestmant for what is expected to be a The county requires. that the developer put '
ing to 'Wyoming Industrial Siting stafffig- short-term boom.', ' in gravel roads and be able to pay for elec-
ures. Buying a house requires a.l8t~ 'invest-: . tr~c81ari~,p1}Q~e!ine.s., f>~I,)'; " '..

ment, Sneesby says. A local survey shows The county commfssioners have not'
! ,HOWEVER •.•

It's already clear, however, that some of
these apparent 'advantages -'-especially
the new legislation (see separate story) ~
'are falling dismally short of the optimists'
expectations. In addition, division in the
community between opponents and propo-:
nents of the plant has taken its toll on the
community spirit.

o The construction force has only reached
one-tenth ofits total numbers, but housing
prpbll!ll!s are already-emerging. Construe-
tion workerS are by the nature of_their
work trBllBient, but when they look for reri;:~
tal ho~ WJiI,a~land, there is none' .,
avSilabl,e. Mo1t~~ftheworkers are commut." -'." ,,:
ing, some more than 100 miles. Those who'
want to' save the driving are faced With
waiting lines for rental units, and then find
prices start at about $200 for a 9ne bedroom

"' .$, apartment, according to the director of the
OMEN. it. Wheatland fire hydrant. joint planning office in Wheatland, Dave
ItaDds ready, far from any homes to. Srieesby. MBPP estimates prices are 25%

.high~.:tho m C.lieYe~e, Sneesby says.pro&ect. The local planner predicts. _
miles of uDused gravel roads and Except for the planned MBPP bachelor
telephoDe!iDes beca_ too maDy lots c ,! quariers and.28 federally.funded units for
-have already been subdivided. ' ,senior ~itizens, Sneesby ,says there is no

i (.'

~REATION CENTER. F~eswill pr,obably beChar~~d fors~m~:of the
activities, such as swimming, .at the ~tion" center built by :(\tIBPP.
Gle':"da Gray of MBPP says thcy won't' know whether the center will be
opeD only to MBPP employes until they check with the Rural Electricfica-
tion Administration, which is finaJlcing the ,"uilding. The $6I!O,OOOcenter
also includes space ~hich will be leased for' a child care center. ", .. . - .. '

LRee ch.airman Tyler Dodge anticipates a community of st~angers i~i
means 124 people left. He realizes this strlJ.'ctlon wor~er projections.~"Dodge B:',~':>"

~~.::~:::'": j:~e:n~n:n:~~:n:.::. :~~~'i~:~:':;~I~~io":~p~e:,hi~~~?; Ell,
, ~:~:;~' the effect on the town is un- ~o~~:~;'~~~Zf ::;''%:~i:~:;~:~IJ

He says three of MBPP's employes 'shoppingin Wheatland. He also fears"'.

~::e i:I~:t~:~i,ed ':~r h~uFe:sw~~ ~hei~h~a;~:ri~a:~a:~o o~ w:e~~ei~~ 11'1
problem will grow. Now there are only Wheatland. They now make up';])out I1ri
about.200 workers and 2,ooo/are pre· 40% of the population, and he's afraid f:IIJ
dieted by 1979. ' ,theu- limited incom~s won't be able-to ii'Y'
His only hope is that :(\tIBPPmight stretch far' enough'to cover inflated ~Yl

I ,build only two power'plant units iI!- housing and other costs. Dodge recog- '<""'
stead of three ifNebraska continu~s in nize~ there are plans for 28 units oflow rtm
its s,uit q.gainst the p~oject and if inco,me h,ousing, discou'nts for the' el- .•
Wyoming demands cha1\g..s: J>.. hear-' ,derl§;JQw-co8t iDeals', and otherpt:og- '0',

'ot.',., rl ; ingis'8CheduledMarch8wh~IJ.MBPJ'.' rams. :!lut he's afraid it:wJn't be. ii'fl
-must show why the state siting h"",,- 'ilDo)lgh:o:;~Tlie~:llbe forced,o"t of town flUi
. lng should not be reopened to consider - if they 'have-any 'place fu'go:';he ~;Ii1

,'" .'.,' ~ the .s.afety ,of the·dam ·whic~h'w,ould·. .':fears. - {~,-,,-':~;' ~i":~:i~1: {}.:~ ~ --It;:l supply the plant and consider, ,water " ,"l·don't,thinl< they're 'gettingto the '1m
.~:t availability: questiQJ1S.:. ,", ,,_' .: root'of,the problem which is theliug'e- (_

TYLE~ DODGE. eXPllcts a town "1£ they' reduced to two unite;,that '. inilation ..... I don't thiilk anyone has Ji'rD
!'Iill of strangers. . ' 'would chop the big peak off.of,tQ.econ'_ 'any good.answers:' he told HCNo' ' lflt
• •• __ ~J1_,gtiiffi~l_@.~I.®~*\Ir~®:~1_~:~ll~~~·:&I::it_{~·,. .

Tyler Dodge is chairman of the
Laramie River Conservation Council,
which apjleared before the Wyoming
Industrial Siting Council to oppose the -
•poWOJ' plantbeing pro~d for Wheat-
I _.' c ,

land, Wyo. _-';, ' .
Dubious of advanqiges to come, he '

points out that 1ieforethe_power plant
was minounced, Wheatland had no
'debts, only nine·tenths of a mill tax -
levy, and free garhage service. Wheat·
land has now started charging for
some previ9U8ly free services, and, he
expecta the county taxpayers to be
paying off debts for 4().50 years. '
Dodge says it wouldn't be so bad if

everybody moved to_town and stayed.
"But by the nature of the 'project,
there's a constant rotstion ahd tur_
nover," be says. Using MBP?s 'emp-
loye figutes, he points out that ai- .
though there was a drop in numbers

, 'In/>y 57.from November,to December,
, lhere were 67 new people,hired. TIlls- - .

'I

','



turned down any plats. "They don't have I I
any particular growth policies, nor do they Leg,·s·oiion ~,e-lay. es
consider supply and demand ..They want to. _.
leave the market open so that if one de- • '
veloper is better than another, he'll get the After all the headlines promising federal and ;"'wer improve mentsfor Wheatland
bure,;,," ~neesby says. or state impact aid money to Western and a neighboring town of~uernsey,
Asked ifthey consider whether or not the mmunities Wheatland area school and

development is on prime agricultu,ralland, -: town.leaderstold HCN they were. shoc\l.ed
Sneesby Bald !!lost of' the eomrmssioners to learn how difficult it is to get that money
are farmers or ranchers and fi~re that if when and where. it is needed. On the brink of impact problems, Wheat-
someone can make more off hIS land by The valuation of the school district land representatives lobbied early in 1976
subdividing than by cattle or wheat, then around Wheatland Will rise from $26 mill, for legidative help with' services such as
·"a.oo's speed." Over 200 rural lots ~ave re- ion to $154 million by i984 after the Mis- . mental health services which had been ig-
ceived final aproval, 356 tentatlv~ ap- souri Basin Power ProjeCt <MBPP) power nored under the Communi~Developmeilt
proval,and272 more have been submitted, plant is built.'But now, after financing a Act. However, the legislators refused.
Only a small percentage ~f.the lots can. -new high school, the district has reached Testifying for the local mental health

likely be sold because ~he market ISover- . . center at the Wyoming Industrial Siting
supplied, but Sneesby points out that if one Commission hearings, Gary 'Payne, dirac-
or two are sold, out of an 80. acre piece of' tor of the center, said MBPP had been more ''The question of impact is not as easy as
land, :'thai'li it for. farming r: forever," . responsive than state government to his eve\'YOne says," Valeutold HCN. "People
Rural lots are selling for from $4,000 to pleas." thinkyoujust.l1'Y out the money and it's all

.. $7,000anacre,andresidentiallotswithout. At first MBPP had been reluctant .. taken clire.of;but it has lots or-ripple
,utilities sell for $1'0,000 an acre in Wheat- Robert Valeu, a former MBPP official, said ramifications.'" ., . . -,
land, Sneesbysays, Commercial lots sell he underatooil. that there'would bean im- .' SinCeno agency has outlined industry)
for $30,000 to $40,000 per acre, pact in this area but, he said, that's the responsibilities for providing new housing,
MBPP foresaw the problem and worketl reason for taxation. ''The responsibility MBPPsays ithesitstes to compete with the

with the county early in its planning stages lies with the public sector as long as ~e private sector. However leJfdillg· iristitu-
to implement an Impact area comprehen- public sector is goingto tax," he told HCN. tiqns are reluc;tant to finance speculative
sive plan, supplying $26,000 over a four- Later,however, MBPP agreed to peythe 'housing, according to Valeu. So in order to
yelir"period.to help, Srieesby.says. How- mental health center $60,000 under a avoid inIlated prices or shortages, MBPP is
ever, when MBPP'paid'$7 ,000 per acre for three-year contract to help integratenewo ~Uding' bachelor quarter with a dining c.-
undeveloped land it wanted for Black comers into the coriununity, provide drug,: hall and providing spaces, with utilities, "
Mountain Village, then other landowners education and treatment, prevent and for mobile homes and reere.ational vehi-
thought they could also ask that much, ac-'.' treat alcoholism, and prevent adjustment cles, The MBPP housing area, Black
cording to Tyler Dodge. . . problems for older residents. . Mountain Villa,ge" will also include a

To help with problems of youth, senior' $600,000 recreational center and ahout 10
citizens, recreation, public health, and acres that will be sold to th~ school district
mental health MBPP has also funded a . for the elementary school. ,
hum service~ team, which is Coo~inated Val"u says he is not ~r a profit, which
out' of the University of Wyoming. The makes the housing coats more competitive
team is funded for one year f~r $63;000, . and lienefits the consunier .

The attention ofpllinners from across the
.country is riveted to' the site of MBPpis
plant, The Wyoming Industrial Siting
·:Adn1i~istration' has ~receivea Se~eral in-
·quil'ie'l"from other states regarding its sit- its debt'limit. InPlat~ C~unty, 88 in other
ing regulatioIUi •.esJiecialfy .requirements boom tOWns, lll';'t "r'the dollar dilemma is
·far.sdcio-economic'impact alleviation, As finding front-'lnd money to supply services .Garv,..Payne: .a· camf!JlIn.it.y
· an o~ Rid.g... Natio.na.l:L~~oratory .re" .. :~til ~.reven~es be~n flowing",,, .... I r .
searcher saId ilfter scrutmlZUlg MBp,P s . State help Wlth"bnck ~ ~ortar ex-, . .." r . • ". ...,

~:~~ ... t newJ,olicy!!i, .i'\l!nses!N~8ir~"ho~~, ~ter, an,d, .:, • .Je'n~ity· 1s'a fragile .thIng'
... '?, - . '!i'Trirtlii:jQl'table oiII' ~ew_,"'I1I"'tie~e.When a 'Iawsult UI " • '

tribution'ofthe~olitSlindbenefitsofenergy 'concerning Wyoming's COImriunity De- NUt For (}ary Payne, dir"!'tor of the ·church"':;d";'~unityexperiences .. ,
· development. , .. Their extensive scope and velopment Act is settled. i\I!other'potential I Platte ~ounty branch ofthe S~u~eaat so that if they tIirow a can out on ~he I'. I,";
. significant costs are signposts toward a fu-' source 'of front-end money, the stat~'s Mffi Wyommg Mental Health ClImc, the street, they'd worry if a neighhor saw '.' ".
.. ture which considers communIty level so-. Enierg.,bcySchool Loari, had loaned all Its Iquestion of what Wheatland will be them do it:' .' .,' ih!~
: '-cial and economic costs 88 part of the nor-.moriey.'to other dimicts in similar straits • like in 1980 is professionally as well as Payne says he's notC!lmpletely con· 'i~~
mal, direct costs of development. projects," befoi;e·Wheatland applied.." , , . , ij perSonally challenging. Payne re- fident. But,hecol!~ludes, "Wefeellike filf
So as MBPP prepares iclerect the giimt Schoqi. stlperintendent E4 l!.untersa.Ys·" I' ceived his Mctcirate in rural ~~un- we're a co.mmum'ty which i.~one of the Il

steel atructurefor its plant, it.knows it has MBPP agreed to help by guaranteemg ity mental health and spec181izes In fIrst to plan. Ifpl,lIJlIUIlg "'('II work at
helped build'a fouAdRtion of.plimnirig and loans:for a,noilprofit corporation t'o1-med by community development.. '. )lll,.jt will WOl'!t.lterI>.·The same thing
.assilltanu·fi'om'Whicl!· .t!ia.ciniinninity .. thescnool.districl;,which-is.Dow b.lli1ding·· "A community identity is a very, .is true of communitil's 88 is true of
could' contin~e'to build. The people of an elementarY.llCh"l'l. . . '. '.' , fragile thing. It conSists of who,j~ in ,pe1'll<1rui1ities.When ;you go through
Wheatland and the surrounding.ares pray MBPP is also .guaranteeing ~ loan from I' power and how we stand in relapon to .soins problems, you come out being
it,isenough: the Wyoming.Farm Loan BOard for water.. others. Now, this is .very well- stronger. Unless they're too over-

;~ developed in Wheatland," Payne told ~whelming.n"
iii HCN. l'

II ..He said that to maintai~ that iden-

I·thy, 'new people would have to be in-'
tegrated into the commuoity, But' in
addition, he says, there are prohlems

" for the longtime residents. "People are
'f¥! comfortable as long as the social order
"$ th y'!lii around them supports what e re
Mq doing. When that is diluted, people

1..%.' . who had power, lose power. Often the
people who promoted it(thepowerpro~

, . ject) end up feeling they've made a
»' mistake," he says. They bec9me vi~-

,:~V . t~ .r!severe depression.

I·-;."People who have been here 20
:... yelll'jl and have worked their way ~p :
. } notice that the 19-year-<lld next.l!oor· '·
fri,J seems to drive a bigger car; a1nd ,that's
, hard to take."

Asked to look ahead, Payne said;."In·
1980 I'd likl>to see everybody fe;,ling
thi~ is' a YOUJllt, dynamic; g"oWlng
commtiirity -like th~y're part of the '
. 'actiori, 'ApllJce w\jere construction
-"'"rliers reel Jiki.· they .haVe friends
and are invlilved in orgsniza.tions and
,."", ".j;;". .

.- Target LRT.aE4-V2

NEW DmECTlONS ED HUNTER,8CJiOol8U~te';dent,
says the sChool boIIJ'd had bee.n work-
ing for two years trying to find help
with funding" new achoo1l!efore
. MBPP offered a loan guarantee.

; • • "j"

BUILDING FOR THE BOOM. The.elementaryilchool is rising at the Black·
Mou~Villairesite; Dustfrom the Village site created,publie relatiol\S
,problema fOf MBPP, A shopkeeper told the reporter as a dust storm
whirled by; '''l'bere' gbeS BlBCk Mountain." With adVice from the U~: Soil
. CODservlltion !lerViC!l,' MBPP started a .dust abateJnelit pl'<Jlll'aul hi Oc·.
. tobei', incll1diJig·bOth· seedlngandsOdcling at the Qlack Mountain site, but ..
$he probleJilremilined iiiDecember.· . .~, . .., '

gaps
Jan. 28, 1977 - High Coun!-"Y. Naws-S

• .... .......... -.' ".: - "..~ ~~_~U.d
In ,mpa~fa,

SOCIAL' SERVICES IGNORED

which is to be renewed for two more years if
other funding can't be found'.
As one of the conditions of its siting per-

mit.. MBPP is paying a ma.r,imum of
$10,000 per year for' a monitolling team
which will make sure that all alleviatisn
plansare' sUcceeding and will watch for
unexpec1:ed' problems. The "iting counci' -
. said MBPP must make sure that all,' .
needed assistance is 'provided - even ,1 It
means ~sorbing costs.

; HOUSING
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Cheyenne's heolth;. timb~t depend-
~: by Dan Whipple

on clean •air
to receive a Class I designation could en-
danger at least one of those other resources

"Many treaties have been broken. I just - the reservation's. pine forests, which
hope that this one won't be broken." Couldprovide the basis fora medium-sized .
\V1th these words, a Northern Cheyenne timber industry. .

man·asked the U.S. Environmental Protec-
. The decision may also be important for

tion Agency (EPA) to grant his tribe's re-. Montana Power .Company, the "ut.il ity
quest for a Class I air quality designation . whicb hastwocoal-lired electrical generat-. _
. .: ;~aintain pure ajr on his reservation in ing unitajust north of the reservation bor-
Montana. At a public hearing In Lame der at Colstrip, Mont. It is unclear whether
Deer. Mont., Jan. 17; he and other tribal - MPC's proposed expansion at Colstrip,
members presented EPA with· a ringing which would more than double existing _
endorsement Of the redesignation, capacity at the power plant, would be al-.
Expezt witnesses bolstered the tribe's : lowed so closeto a Class I area. Under Class

request, "Class I air quality is necessary to I status, no further degradation of the
protect the vegetation on the reservation." reservation's air quality would be allowed, ,
a speaker from the U.S. Eorest Service
said: Another expert warned that failure to When EPA issued its rules for clean air
.take the action reconimimd~ by the In-" regions, all lands were classified as Class
dians could aggravate the problems of ~ II, pending a request by designatedentities
pie with respiratory problems on the reSer- " ~ Indian tribes, states, or federal land . planta were only operating at about 30% of
vation: . . ,,.? managers - for a change in status, ·The eapacity, . •
The air quality decision ia linked to im- Northern Clieyenne tnibe W!iS the ·first en-

portant economic decisions facing the tity to request Class I status. After citing three instances ,,;here air
Northern Cheyenne. The tribe is debliting According to Clinton Carlson of the U.S: pollution had killed or damaged trees in
.whether to develop the reservation's vast ~Forest Service, the two units now-in opera- Montana, Carlson said the problems were
coal resources or develop other resources to tiOD at Colstrip have already put measura- - even more severe near Colstrip .
•trengthen its economic base. According to ble levels of sulfur dioxide in the Northern "Atmospheric inversions are more prom-
testimonypresentedatthehearjng,failure Cheyenne pine foresta, even though the inent in the Colstrip area. Pollutants can

TIMBER OR COAL? Witnesses ilt the Northern Cheyenne'. clean air rede-
signation hearing said emissions from.coal-fired power plants have a de-
trimenta.1 effeeton timber. Pictured is the timber mill at Lame Deer, Mont.,
on the re&erVatio~ .

.-

. -J
UTAH MAY HAVE BEEN TOO HASI'Y-plannIDg its fuo
ture air quaUty, eritics at recent hearings told state offi-
cials. The proposed plan woUld aJlow pnllution up to
federal Iimlts in42%.oft1ie state. Insome places the dirty

~es ·areadjacent to national parks, where the state
hopes· - unreaUstically, critics say - to keep air p~e.
The p~oto shoWs Chesler Park in Canyoniands,Natio!l1il
·Psi-k. . . .

Ha~tily .prepared?

Utah air plan criticizecf'at hearings
proposal to redesignate," said Mary Belle . James Iseijogle ~f the U.S. P';"kservi~e
Bloch of the Environmental Defense Fund. o~jected to the committee'. use oC'flat land

The state ofl)tah has wasted no time. Among those who supported the proposal modeling" to.draw.up the plan. "Nomodel
preparing to °tell the U.S. Environmental wasJ...eph Bennett, president of the Utah .hould be used solely. Consideration of the
Protection Agency how much air I!'!llution Mining Association. He cll1Ied tbe. plan a various rough land terrain models .eem.
should be allowed in Utah. It is the fn'st "well-reasoned arid basically equitsble sppropriate given Utah'. topography," he
state in the nation ill propose its own air balancing of the growth and developmeht said. ,
quality designations. However, the state's needs of \he state with the need. for con-. At the hearmg Jan. 7 in Vernal, Utah;
planning effort was criticized for being too servation and preservation of the_.tate'. Colorado officials objected to class III de-
hasty at hearings held around Ut$ this scenic and recreational resource.... aignations on Utah's eastern border. They
month, The plan desig(lStes 9':1- of the .tate a. plan ..t~;classify lands on their western
At Jan. 5 hearing's. in Salt Lake City, Class I air quliIity, 44':1- ClaSs II, and 42~ boundary Class I. '

newly-eIected Utah--Gov. Scott Matheson Class III. About live per cent ofthesta'te is. ''The plan which is before us for Comment
voiced some objections to the plan drafted already too polluted to "" incluiled in sny of today is not engraved in atone, and will be
by the Utah Air Conservation Committee. the three groups. The Class I de.ignation modified and rermed after today's public
Abarrage of testimony, I!IllatofitctiticaI of . allow. almost no additional pollution.' hear-ing and those that will be field
the committee's work, followed. Class III would allow maximum le~1 addi- throughout the state,"· Gov. Matheson told
"The proposal ia a shoddy piece of work .. 4ional pollution.. ' , • . those attending the Jan. 5 hearing· in Salt

Indeed, it appears that very little work at Critics of the Utah air committee's prop- Lake,
all went into it," said Ruth Frear of the osed plan claimed it was hastily prePared,. _=~.--'.===0=----=
Sierra Club.,· 'biased toward induatrial grOwth, and- ..
"'Utah has not complied with mimimum . failed to protect certain seenicand wildlife no ... •

federal procedural {l'quir"",ents in ita resources.:Pib·· .""'·""··~· - _..= . .
,

by Ann Schintpf

,

, ,

be expected to build up and damage to
occur to the: ponderosa pine that are promi-
nent on the reservation," Carlson said.
Dr: Robert Frank of Seattle, Wash., said

that health impacts could also be severe if
the air quality deteriorate s, He told EPA·
that 20% of the Northern Cheyenne are
affected by some respiratory difficulty and
the tuberculosis rate on the reservation is
one of the highest in the nation.
"New concentrations of sulfates at levels

of 10 'to 15 micrograms per cubic meter
~ggravate respiratory illness. The allowa-
ble standard for total suspended particu-
lates (under the present Class II designa-
tion) is' 30 micrograms per cubic m.eter.
,Without redesignation, you will hav:e· a
license for increased pollution that will en-
courage the- harmful effects," Frank said.
Mike Bear Comes Out, speaking in the

Cheyenne language, said that "this is the
best we can get under the law, but it is still
very lacking, You have my support for the

+, :iJ.,r~~~:~~P?JMlJthem~s2l~.!~~the
: . ·Wlii~ehla,n'E! law. It you ever wlsn to Tems-

tate the law ofn·ature that the Indian peo-
" pIe live by, you will have my support in
that, too.." ~
George Harris, whose Cheyenne name ·is

Kills On. Water, said, "We have to have
clean air in .order to survive. It's for
everyone. When the great maker made up
animal., h~ provided. thetn with clean fresh
.lir so that they would survive. He also pro-
vided for their. surrounding. - brothers,
sisters, deer,' birds, clean water. We need
clean air first. Number two is pure water·
and then ·food."
, The tribal council· served as hearing of-
fleers and will relay the hearing record to
EPA offIcials.The final date for a decision
by EPA on the request i. June 7.

SUN SIGN

SUBSCRffiER
MESSAGE

Aquarius subscribers(byourdefmi- .
tion, subscribers with s "2-77" or a
"3-77" after their sddress label.> are,
no problem when it comes to renewal
..time.
Aq"uariana, known for their-ref onn-

·ing .pirit; are faithful, loyal, idealis-
tic, a"d intellectually inclined. In.
other words, they've got what it takes
.to get hooked on HCN. . .
They also strain to be uneanven- .

tional. 80- if you've got a "2-7'(" or a
"3-77" - distinguish your.elf, best us,
to the renewal reminder card ( and
save·us sarm, tun" and stamps): Send
in your $1.Q to renew today.----~----,-



'Cheyerme water
E

, '. '()' ".'

ploris cut hole 'in roodless area-,by Philip White

The U:S. Forest Service, under pressure
from the Cheyenne Board of Public
Utilities, has released a draft; environmen-
tal impact'statement (EIS) which recom-
'lnendsailowingCheyenne, Wyo., toe:i<tend
its water collection facIlities into the Hus-
ton Park roadless area of the Sierra Madre
Mountains sOuth of Rawlins.
According to the utilities ooard presi-

dent, Elmer Garrett, a Cheyenne realtor,
Cheyenne has a "dire need" for additional
~ater. That need, however, is predicated
upon a growth curve which would give
, Cheyennjl apopulati9n,0f191,000 in 2020,
, almost'Tour times its present estimated •
population of 50,000-55,000. Bu( given
that kUld of growth in 40 years, critics say ,
Cheyenne still would not need much addi-
'tioilalwater from the Huston Park area
",until 15 or 20 years from now.

...,. Cheyenne is very anxious to extend its
water diversion now because they have an
, opportunity. to finance it, at little cost to
Cheyenne residents,' by selling excess
water to large energy industries in Wyom.-
ing:Cheyenne officials hope to gain public
suppprt for the idea by claiming that any
water allocated to Wyoming which flows
unused/out of the state is, in effect,
"wasted."
Env.ironmentalists counter with the

Edward Abbey maxim that to prepare for
growth is to invite it. They also object to
sacrificing' part of Huston Park roadless
area, which is one of the best wilderness
ares candidates in the Medicine Bow Na-
tional Forest.
Garrett confirms that Cheyenne has

, negotiated with Pilcif", Power and Light
and with Panhandle Eastem about con-
tnliitmt tot·-wf.ei''frb'M~'Cheyenne. How-
ever;;'e says the city has talked informally
with many people, including ranchers, and,
no contracts have been signed. The board is
now primarily concerned with Cheyenne's
present water Suppliea, which the drought ' '
, has depleted even further, he says.
"Asked' by HCN if he would resume
negotiations with the companies if the next
two stages of its water plans were com-
pleted, Garrett said he couldn't say.

•. :'You're asking me to crystal ball," he says.
'A1}y,contracts the boai-d would sign with
anYoodYwould ha~e to g)larljlltee that the
city ,could get the water back, at short
:n~tice,he. B~YS.·
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annually. Adams Iiaid that at ~nt con-
~umption leVels, that would lIupply a city of
;260,000 people. "The entire state had only
312,000 people in 1970. C~yelme's"'sti-
mates are ridiculous," .Adams said.

TllREATENED SPECIES OONFUCT

3. What effect will the streamflow losses,
pipeline corridorS, and roads have on
plants aDd animals which areeith,er rare or
fOund oDly in the Sierra Madre? The draft
EIS <loes not address thi3 qUestion.
The headwaters or the Little Snake are

.home to thelast Il!I1'Il stpUn Of Colorado
, River cutthroat troW; (S,iibno',clarki
pleuritieus). A Colorado State University
trout bi'ologist"Rqbert Bebnk", recom- -
mended in a Forest ServiCe report on west- '
em trout that the fish be considered a
threatened species under. the U.S, En-
dangered Species Act. The cutthroat is a
year-long resident in the high reaches of
these small streams and could not tolerate
substantial streamflow reductions.
Also, the beautiful and rare wake robin

plant <Trillium ovatuJn). which depends
on a wet riparian' habitat, is found in
Wyoming olily in the Sierra Madre.
4. Whst effect will the project have on

potential wilderness and wild and, scenic
river areas? The Medicine Bow Forest
-rated the Huston Park .area 8S second
'h,ghest ofits 16 roadl...s areas in the 1972
inventory. The draft EIS jUst,released re-
conurieitdswildemesa study on only 29,770
acres of Huston Park. But by recommend-
ing that Cheyenne have thelend it wants
for its proji!ct, the draft EIS,all",,!,tes 5,000
acres o( prime potential wilderness, and
.more •• 29i~_~,pf,ne.any pristine
mowltain lands, "'to d'.weIOPmeD*"
Tlte Encampment River is~tly

beiiIg considered for inclusion in the Na-
, tional Wild and Sceitic River System in
both Colorado and Wyoming. Under':
Gbeyenne's plan, the EncaIilpin""t would
~carrY water from the Little Snake River

" drainage, into the North Platte. But the
'Cheyenne to restrict lawn' watering, the h8s speJ',t thousands ofdollars on engineer- effects of the streamflow inc .......... on the
city began planning for a new water sup' ing studies (or the Little Slll\ke project, no- Eiicampment River canyon are not consi.
ply. The Oltly unappropriated water avail· C thing, hl\S been spent considering Wll,ySto 'dere<! in the EIS. Increased stream velocit)'
able ",as on the Little Snake, 125 miles conserve and recycle water. The city hae can usually be expected to cause more ero.
away. not considered whether a 400% pOpulation, sion, to increase dangere offloodirig, aDd te
Now Cheyenne wants to expand to in· growth in 40 years 'is desirable. The city damage fisheries and wildlife habitat on

crease total average yearly diversion from has not studied any alternative methods, the streambeds. , ' , ,
8,248 acre·feet to 31,000 acre-feet, with less impact on wilderness, 'Ofobtain- 5. Should cities 'be allowed'to"'capitali,.
Cheyenne submitted preliminary plans ing water. on their municipal preference rights for

for expansion ofits w~ter project i~ 1963. Tbe attitu~e of Cheyenne officials is evi- 'water by selling water to industry 200
In 1975, Cheyell1Xetr.e<!:to ~t qu.~k ap- denced by former Mayor l\ill Natlon~a mHes away? lI,funic'ipal.use traditionally
proval for the expans.on pr?Ject, claumng comments in a Casper Star-Tribune gets precedence over any other use if there

A, brief description of the, geOgraphy It had been app"Ov"'! back m 1963" artiCle of November 14, 1976: "The people 'is competition for a water right. Ranchers' ., help;. In uiiderstandn1g the ~ituation: ' , The Forest Serv.ce refused, telhng ofCheyenile hay)! worked hard developing who live aloDi the Little Snake River val.
T!:Ie' front range of the Rockies enters Cheyenne that It was aboJlt to, begma nice green lawns and it would be a shame ley are concemed abo\lt the possible loss of

southeast Wyoming in tlt,ree frngers which three-year land use unit planning process to let those dry ~jl." ' agricultural water supplies. If sufficient
form, distinct geOgraphical units of the p~uant to the requlJ'ementa of the Na· 2. How realistic are the population pro- ~ater is not available tQ industries in the
l.1-G.illio'l;~creMedicineBowForest. 'Phe bonal EnvIrOn\"ental Pohcy Act ~PA). jections? In the midst of an'Atias ICBM state,'theri they should loolite/elsewhere,
eastern finger between Laramie and ,That plan was to have been fm.shed m, boom in 1960, Cheyenne,expected to grow many residents 'of Wyoming belie"e,
Cheyenne is the Laramie Mountains, Prior early 1979. , from 43 380 to more than 55 000 by 1970. Cheyenne's citize~, furthermore, should
to 1965, Cheyenne depended on runofffrom Unable to convince the Forest Service to Instead' the 1970 census ~howed. that Pll,ythe true cost of their water "and thus be '
this range into Crow Creek and ,on well acCelerate its plarin~g process, Cheyenne Cheye~e had lost 2,000 people during the, forced to limit growth and consumption if
' fields west of the city for its water supply., contacted the, state s three-member Con· decade. Steve Adams a rancher 'on the the water cost is too high.
The IIliddle fmger is the Medicine Bow, gressional delegatio~: By stressing an west slope, Said in a Deliver Post article Comments on the draft; EIS will be ae-

' Mountains.' urgent need for mumc.pal water and not Jan. 2 1977 that the Huston Park expan_ cepted until Feb ....ary 15 at Medicine Bow
The Sierra Madre Mo~tains, 230,000 mentioning the industry sales, Cheyenne sion, plUS a diversion sYstem pl~ed later Natioilal Forest, Skyline Road, Laramie.,

acres lying astride the Continentsl Divide persuaded the Congressmen to pressure furlher north in the Sierra Madre would Wyo. 82070. Copies of the l1:ISare availa-
between Encampment and Baggs, is the the chiefofthe Forest Service into ordering enable Cheyenne to take 59 000 ';'re-ftiet 'ble.
most remote and untouched of the three Medicine Bow Forest to condense ~"e '
fingers. Cheyenne has its water rights all three-year study into a three-,,!:onth pro- WYOMING
along the western slope of the Sierra cess. ,
Madre. Ifallowed to develop its water plan Several questions of critical importance
fully, Chey.enne could conceivably be di- to th~'long-raJlge future of Wyoming are
verting an estimated 50 million gaJl,ons a,~ prompted. b3':Chey.emie's pl~:, ,
day from the Little Snake drainage over to' , 'L:How much industrial ana, m!inicipal J'

the North'Platte. ",0' " ,growthisenough?AtalocalAudubOnSoc_
' lit the mid·50s, when insufficient runoff ietymeetinginLaramieDecember9,1976,
into Crow Creek caused 'an expanding Garrett admitted ,that aJ:thoug,-" the city

RQ..u>LE8s. Although ,eovironmentallsts waOt 'at least a 48.000 acre area
studied for a posaible wilderness, the Forest SerVice is considering an area
much smaller 80 thatthe city of Cheyenne can continue to grow. Photo frOm.
the west sl!)pe of the Continental Divide looking towanl Baggs. Photo by
Bart Keebler.
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misunderstood cndrnism"Bobcats, ..

The bobcat l'not .. wary as me coyote and is trapPed easIlY •.
I .

'l1Wi jackrabbit was bung over a trap to attract bobcats. It also
aUractli other meat-eatel's, inelu.ding raptorial birds.

•

Four Western states which presently clll8llify the bobcat as a
predator are now llODllidering l~gis1ation to change its status.
Wyoming's HB 136, which deletes both the wolf and bobcat from
the pr"""tor list, is presently in oomniittee. Montsna's Senate
has already passed SB 47, which reclassifies the bobcat to fur-
bearer. ItnO'l!'must ciear the HouSe. Oregon's lIB 2097 isnow in
committee. It reclassifies the bobcat to furbearer, hut allows
ranchers perinits to.take livestock predators. Similar le,islation -
is expected to' be acted on in Idahn,

Lynx rufus ~y finally be in evidence
only on the backs of a fashionable few.
Inevitably, even these traces will be
packed away in attic trunks, along with
outmod~cfbeaver hats and buffalo robes."

-Hopei R~den

AD pbotoll by Dick 8""".U of De(eaden olWUdlife.'1~. . .--
Aaanieultoftbe trapper notehOOkmg IPs trapline,tbis bobcat starv(lCl to death in the

•• ~~~. • ;< Ff' . ,. -
~

\



tinuea on a steadily deClining population. :
Many ·livestock owners traditionally,'

loathe the bobcat. Reselm:hers sre proving
this hatred tAl be unwarranted. Examina,
t.~ of BlAlmacltcontents of desd bobcats '

by Sarah Dol\" ,have yielded livestock remains in only two
Rapidly declining bobcat populations per cent, BOme of which could have bean

iliaVemade'this animal the current object of carrion when eaten. In an unusual move
, JI\lch concern among conservationists. applauded by coDaerviltioniBtB, the Iilaho
.:complaints from trappers of poor takes Woolgrower8Aaaoc:iation came out in favor
Jtave finally reached tile ears of several of stste legisJation protecting the bobcat.
tlWelitern state legislatures, and these Besides a concern for wildlife, the wool-
J>bodies sre considering BOme BOrt of protec- ll!Ower& exp1 ,s .. d CllIICeI"Il that if the bob-
',lion- 'But there is still concern that the re- cat is classified as eDdangered, llOyOte'1OD-
L~lB will be too little, teo lata. Protection' tmI elforts will be jllopardized.
, ,,_ with difficulty for the bobcat, be- The bobc:8.tis cJassifu!d as a ~ in
. '0_ in many circles, it is reprded with ' Wyoining"Montana, Idaho, ani! 0n0tlUn·ct._ BBDleill feelingB as is the coyote., This means any nllD>ber:can be ~ in "

;llobcals and coyotes hoth' prey on small any season with DO ..... trols eurted by the '
,~lB, and both are cJaSsffied as Pre: stetA>:ItaIso'means that state wiWife ofti,'
,w.tors by most " 8tatllJ. Few' other cilllB have Iittteaata,on populil'tloll fig\ui!iI,
, ,.... i1sritiee exist. Coyotes rely on speed, a unlike stl\tes which control the'~~lS' ,:~'f1
, ~eranle,ane"""llentBi!Dse.of_ll;an4 'South Dakota callil the bobcat'. (w-.:"
.ness of traps. 8nd "'ve recently bean··. beW,1md regulateatlu!~~ibg:.:...ore suocesaful thliJ'li.obe:ati Bobcats de- ' : c. tcipcipulation estimatel~~I~ofoll~'a' .
. ....,d on Btea1t!i, to catcli their prey; and v ,,,R1l!h BitDilfr tAl South .~Ii',¥d cJa~inlB, '.
1Jthen;f0re~fioW, sucbils rocks, trilllS" .to\l-"l'~ bobca£,~IIl~; '., \
'ilr beaVY'bru~Ii;'~'bCats ate DOtas oppor-" .• ':: In.1t!711 Utah declalec\'I"moratorium
. J1Wlistic sir C:i>Y~, alld CBIIIlOtbuild ila h~,'" iiqtu. ;@y,"1977. on the'~ ofbobcata.
.,.gging popi,llitioiieaBily. Ilobc8ts giY" -,' .j;, • ~ver; the moratorium does not apply to

. _.birth to smalflitters - usuBJlyonly two 01' the Division of Animal Damage Control.
three kittens ~ and these ore BOdepen<lent ' AlBO, any Hv_k owper 9" his empl<q'e
..." the mother that if she dies in the early, can taki a bobcat at any time ifit is molest-
amonths they have no chaoce for survival. ing or "aboutto molest" livestock. Any bob-
In spite of diffeJ.:ences, in many states ca~foundwith1in a mile of a 'stOckanimal is
bobcats sre maneged in thessme manner dermed as "about, to morest." Defenders of
as coyotes are, which means that the death Wildlife Field' Representative Dick Ran·
ofas many as possible is seemingly encour- dall write., "Utah is 66% public land, Bom.e
aged.Twenty-five states have completely -form of domestic animal, a horse, ·cow,
open seasons, and six even offer bounties. sheep, dog, can be found within one m~leof
Few trappers, however, need the incen- almost anywhere in Utah. In effect, this

live of a bounty when they are assured 'of proclamation bans bobcat trapping .by the
$300or $400 or more perprlme bobcat pelt. . private trapper and invites an o~n seaSon
These i:n.flatedprices are due, in part, to the for livestock owners, their employes, and .
Endangered Species Act' of 1969,<which meods."
prohibits importing furs from endangered Hank Ijischer suggests an immediatA>
.ceats.Bobcat hair tends to break and shed, national moratoriun,> On the ~g ofboIM.
wll>uteven thoullU it is inferior.i~as beCome cats. Once populations ar.e stable, each

ular as'Teoparil !U'd cheetah furs have state should pass regulatory legislation on
'become ·unobtainable. ;rhe greatest the bobcat season. He also suggestahalting
tnumber of bobcat furs, however, sre ex~ the exportofbohcat pelts, just as imports of
;ported to 'Europe, ~here they are im- Afric..nfurs were haltA>din 1969.
.mensely popular. Thus pelt values rose Defender~ o(Wildlife has filed a petition
.from $5 each in.the early 1960s tdthe pres- with the Depai-tmentoflnterior to list the
<£Siltsum. And a bobcat is e~ to trap; a bobcat as "endaDgered," a clSBBification
"rabbit's foot swingih'g above a leghold trap which indicates the species' survival is in
!IS Irresistible to the cat's se'nse of play. doubt. .
nAIiyone, even a young child with an eye to
.oeasy casli, can get in on the take.
Other factors have basrened tbe bobcat's

downward slide. Loss of habitat is devae-
tating, as it is to all wildlife. The opening
up of formerly inaccessible areas with log-
ging roads has made it more difficult ·for
....,thebobcat to find 8anctu~, and snow-
i<mobileshave made it ruinously easy for
-irappers in areas that were once safe.
While trapping is the method of choic£

,formost who take bobcats, othere run them
'with hounds, with or without shooting as
'the coup de grace. Hunting with lights at
night is popular, but illegal iilmany oreas.
Bobcats are elUsive and nocturnal, so

true population counts ore difficult to ob-
<tain. Hank Fischer, fLeldcorrespondent for
Defenders of Wildlife, nores in Defenders
magazine (Aug. 1976) that one can get a
fairly accurate picture of population fluc, .
. tuations by studying the take of U.8. Fiah
'and Wildlife Beryies'trappers, who usually
act only when asked to help controllives-·
tack depredation ..These fi~s ore not in·
fluenced by ·the current s~lIing price of tlie
fur. They indiCate, in Montana, an upturn
in bobcat popillations immedIately after
the introduction of 1080, while coyote
popuJations suffered. Since 1953, however,

, 'there bas bean ,a eteady Imnual decline in .
the. take of depl'Sdilting bobcats from 1,812.
in 1953 to only 55 in 1975. At .the 'c1llle
time, total numbers trapped from the SUIte
have increased. 'rrapping preBSure con-

nanaged
Jan. 28, 1977 - High CouDtry News-9

'A mature bobcat weighs from 15 to 25 pounds, is about 36 inches lo~.
and staDdsabout 15 inches tall at the shoulder. 'Colorationvaries by geog·
raphical area from yenqw-b~wn to dark brown. The coat hll8wbite-tipped
hairs and dark spots., . .-
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Kleppe voids Crow contracts with coal firms
•froma.

t '
C0t\L LEASING MORATORIUM .

by Lee catterall

'Cheyenne to void thoee contracts (see back. regulations for Indian reservations. He
page story). ' confirmed that unless the tribe 'and the
Kleppe commented, o,nly on the Crow company could prove itwas necessary to

tribe's allegation that leases were larger have larger leases, they must coniorm to
than the 2,560 acres allowed under federal that regulation.

In a dramatic mov.e in his final days in
office in January, former Interior Secret-
ary Thouuis Kleppe settled a lawsuit that
had heen hrought by the Crow tribe in
southern Montana more than a year ago.
In effect, Kfeppe's agreement with the

tribe voids coal contracts 'between the tribe
').'be "moratorium" on<:oalleasing, which and Shell Oil, Peabody Coal, Gulf Oil, and

Iioze energy coJDpllJly drag1ines at the en- AMAX and delays them until new agree-
trance to Western coal fields for seme five meatS can be reached with the tribe and
years, is ba,ek with us again. until environmental impact statements
The word "moratorium" seems to have can be prejJared.

gotten a bad name through those years, However; Kleppe said in his letter that
culminating in. a court hettie, 80 has been his purpose was to i!xpedite mining on the
shelved, much as "liberals" chlinged their reservation, which had been delayed by the
lebel recently. But a moratorium by any lawsuit since ,it \vas filed sept. 19, 1975.
other name is still a freeze. Kleppe said he understood that' both the
The Interinr Department adopted a new tribe and the companies want to develop

system for l~ coal last May. The de- the coal, and ·he hoped his decision would .
partment has adopted'reclamat\on re- help settle the ''bitter divisiveness within
quirementa to go along with those leases, the ()~ tribe over coal leases."
and has agreed with the governors of all Confusion about Shell Oil's lease" had
Western coal states except Montana and thrown the tribe into turmoil. Tribal
Colorado that state standards can apply to Chairman Patrick Stands Over Bull had
federal coalwhere they ilremore stringent. been suspellded for some time after allega-
However, some congreBBme,,"'are.un- tionsthathehadnegotiatedindependently

satisfied with those Interior Department with Shell (see HCN, 1-14-77). Now Shell
standards and new Interior Sec. ~t\n; is questioning Kleppe's authority to inter-
..drus,juringhisSenateconf1rmation 'ear- f......and ssying it will continue legal action
mga, lJU!de clear last WBekthat he agrees to force the Crow tribe to uphold its 30,000
wi~ them. acre lease.
Asked by Sen. Clifford Hansen (R-Wyo.) "The Crow tribe's lawsuit "accused In-

whether he would reimpose the' teriorofthe same violations of federal reg-
"moratorium" on federal coalleasing.,Ap- ulations ss the Northern Cheyenne had in
drus said he was "notcerlain." However, he 1974. Then Interior Secretary Rogers C.B.
"=.;::;:=1 Molton confirmed many of the allegations

on a federal strip minin bill wou and agreed to allow the Northern
tt" e ore "
; e1laid,"I on't want to spend a

greataeaI of timereviewing regulations or
redoing regulations that you (the Con-
gress) are going to turn around and
change."
"I'he strip mining bill will probably be _.

an eariy action of the Congre&ll","Andrull
said, adding that he wants'to "look st that
before we do aily additional leasing." He
said be-might reconsider sitting on the
department's leasing prognun if Congres-
sional action should be ''beld up."
There are 80me indications CongreBB

may not act ail quickly as had been ex-
jlected. Environmentalists were encourag-
ing members of the House Interior Com-
-mittee to change parts of the bill that had
been weakened over the years iJiattempta
to gain favor with the industry-influenced
Ford Administration.
PoteIItia1Iy more time-consuming prob-

lems were emerging in the Senate, where
Sen. Lee Metca1f(J).Mont.) startled ohser-
versbyincludingin theSenate bill a provi-
sion benning' the strip mining of federal
coal that lies beneath privately-oWlied
land.
The Metcalf proposal replaces an intri'

cate formula for coal company compensa-
tion to private landowners' that had been
arrived at after lengthy dissgreement.
Hansen intends to propose his own ver-

sion of that provisioll.' He ilaid it would
allow the strip mining of federal coal be-
neath-llri'vate land and would let the land-
owner barpin freely with the' strippers
'ever his amount of compenSation. Both
have been defeated soundly in past years.
Ths Metcalf proposal - labeled the

Mans6eld amendment after its original
sponsor, former Sen. Mike Mansfield
(I).Mont.) - ~cre8te a "lock-up" of
weslern coal reserveS, ssy eritice, and the
HaliiIen plan would create a "windfall" for
lsnckiwnen. '
If the SeDate does DOt quickly return to

the int.l'ical:eformularetain8din the'House
bill, the strip mining bill's enactment may
be lilng _Jed and the pressur8"llnAi:!-
drus to resume leuing increased. '

•

CROW COAL TAX APPROVED. Before leaving office this month,Interior
SecretarY Thomas Kleppe approved a 25% tax on the sales price of coal, a
tax the Crow tribe requested a year ago. The tax will not apply tothe ceded
strip, according to Westlnoreland Resources President Charlie Brinley.
The ceded strip is private land outside the reservation which lies over
Crow-owned coal that is now being mined by Westmoreland. The Crow
tribe wanted its tax to apply to the ceded strip, and Weetmoieland had been
,concerned that it would have to pay both the '25% Crow tax and a 30%
Montana tax.
PictUred is a sandstone formation on land to be strip mined by WeBtmore·

lamL Photo by E. L. Frost.

, ,

,JUDGE SUPPORTS_EXPORT POL., N.D. SIGNS INTERIOR PACT. North
- ICY. Montana Gov. Thomas L, ,Judge's Dakota Gov. Arthur Link and former In-
proposed state energy policy recommends terior .Seeretary Thomas Kleppe signed an
j>uilding energy planta in Montana only to agreement Jan. 19 ,,!pch,,88YB the state
meet state enerD'needs;' rather thait to will be responsi»le fO! adm~tion and
supply power to otherstates, Montana en- eniorcement;of surface mine reclamation
vironmentaliste suppoitthis concept and rules on federally leased coal land within
also commend Judge's emphasis. on enCllgy the stere. Wyoming, Utah, and New Mex-
from renewable eources such as sun and ico have already signed such agreements.
wind. However, Judge's interest in federal 'Fears that such agreements might under-
studies ofthe'patentialfor coal gasific~tion mine efforts for a federal strip, mining bill
plante in Montans raised the' ire of en~ were given 1Il0re credence recently when

-.. ..... oflhe Rookie. aDd G.... PIoUla vironmentalists and of,three state resear- Wyoming G!>v., Ed Herschler' said he
NEW PLANT SITE. 'The Platte River chers who helped prepere the energy pol- wouldn't actively. support a federal bill.
Power Authority <PaPA) has chosen a new icy. The researchers ..emgnedafter the pol-_ Herschler said he wonldo't oppose the bill
site'for.its coal-fri-ed'P9wer plantprevi: icy was revised by top·ranking Montana ifother'Westem governors want it but
,ously proposed for Nunn, Colo. The plant, officials behind closed doors. added he intends to' proteet his own agree-
which'will have an eventual caP.BCityof TVABUYSWEST'SCOAL.TheTennes- '~ent w~h ~nterior, according to the
750megawatts,istobebuiltnearRawhide see Valley Authority (TVA) has 8ll!'eed to enver os
FIa:te, about midway between Fort Collins, purchase Weatero coal to test in a Ken- COAL TRAIN CONCERNS. A study, fi-
Colo., and'Cheyenne, Wy!>. PRPAofficiais rocky power ' plant, according to The nanced,'by the Four Comers Regional
say the new location has a b1itter reservoir Mountain Eagle. T\TA plimS to pUrChase C,oJ!llIli!!sill~,projecte 14, to 21 daily tWo-
site and was chosen after extensive study of more than 160;000 tons of coal from strip way coal o/Jlin trips through Colorado's
environmental considerations. The prop- mines in Wyoining and'Montana to test.. Front RaDg~ by 1985. The coal"trains
osal met witJi much ,opposition at the TVA \s considering 'changing the plant would run between coal fields in Wyoming
former ,site. Final app1'Qval is yi> to the from Kentucky and Indisns coal to West· and Montana and power plants in Texas.
Larimer County commissioners who must ern col'!. A top United Mine Wor~ers union The report says local, stete, and federal.
make the necessary zoning change and' official told the, Eagle the purchases mark programs are inadequate to meet the prob-
grant a building permit, Ilccording to the "another nail in the cotrm that TVA has lems posed by this new train traffic_ In Oc-
LoVeland Reporter. " ' been trying to construct for this uriion for tober, Burlington Northern and Colorado
PAWNEE APPl\.0VED. The Colorado 25 years." The union is strong in the East, and Southern announced it would stop con-
Land Use Commission has decided not to but has had troubles organizing in the sideringaC & Sroute between Fort Gollins
stand in the way otthe 500 megawatt coal- West. ' .' I . and Denver for additional coal train traffic,
fired Pawnee power plant proposed by a GREENHOUSE ON THE SAND.' In a according to the Associated Preas,
Coioradoutility,thePublicServiceCo.The cooPerat~ve experiment among the Uui-
conunisliion decided 8-0 against declaring versity, of Arizona at,Tucson, the Middle IDAHO BITES BULLET. The Idaho
the.plant's construction a matter of stete East country of Abu Dhab~ and the Uni- State Office of Energy hss announced a
interest even though itS ataffhad ssid con- versity of Sonora, Mexico, greenhouses on program to ,save energy in the state's 551
cern for water and agricultural IBnd lOBS the desert are.producing products ranging school buildings. The school districta to-
would justify such a designat!0n. The deci· from lettuce and tomatoes to shrimp. Plas- ' gether spent almost $6 million for utilities
sion practically eliminat:"" the possihility ,tic greenhouaeshe1ls are inflated with air, in the 1974-1975 school year: Wayne Phil-
the state government Will block the con- and waste heat from thegeneratoraisused lips o(the state Department of EducatiotY
troversial plant, according to the Rocky to distill seawater, 8eclR'dingto a Denver says he thinks "no-cost,oonservation'prac-
. MoWdIIin Newa. 1WO, I~WsUita are t!'e' , Post article. Similar desert greenhouses tices" can provide 1W\i0r ssvings for Idaho
only.hUrdles left for tlie plaJit. The C61- are built on -two Indian reservations in school districte. Twenty,utilitjes, which
oralJOPublicUtilitiesCnmrnissiongranted California=!1 in Arizona, creatingjobsfor serve Idaho haye volunteefed to sup~
f1naI approval Jan. 25. Indisna. . the program.
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ANTI.TRUST ACTION ONUTILI'i'Y. A
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) decision has far-reachmg implica-
tions for small, publicly-owned powe~_sys-
terns which are endangered by private
utilities. according to a copyrighted
Wash!qton Sq,r story, The NRC has
charged a KrouP of five Ohio power com- ,
panies with a long series of antitrust viola-

ENERQY·CONSERVING DESIGN redqc.esth,e heat demand In theae Denver office buildings by 88%. The tions, including refusing to allow the
architect was ~chard Cro~her. - ' Municipal Electric Light and Power Co. to

Architect solves '~ffice buildings' energy :problems E:t:~:::=:a~
Two office buildings designed by Denver white marble chips, Inwinter when the sun tsining 70 cubic feet ofwashed and gnsded 'transmit low cost hydroelectric power to it

architect Richard Crowther use a complex angle is low the chips reflect rays of the sun river gravel. " or to sell anY of its OWDpower to it unless • - ,
bag of architectural tools to reduce their toward the solar 'collector, inereesmg its -During the cooling season. wind- , the 'municipal utilitY wou1clra:tse its ~tes
annual need for heat energy by 88% and effective area 'by 15-20%, according to powei-ed turbines pull warm air out of the to the same levd. The NRC said it }Vould
cooling energy by 60%, when compared to Crowther. In summer when the sun angle building: TWa pulls cooler air into the not issue an operating license for the nuc-
conventional buildings. Crowther ineorpo- is high, the chips reflect much of the radia- building 'througb ground level vents. lear plant until many of the transgresIlions
rated a small solar collector in the design, tion back into the sky. t: Buildings can use outside airforcoolingfor are rectified. The private utilities are ap-
but "architecture is the basic energy solu- -The buildings can' collect warm air at over one-third of the year in Denver. pealnig_ the ~ecision to the courts.
tion," says Crowther, When all else fails. high points near the roof and, after filter. Crowther ~ys. To start an even stron~
the buildings are equipped with electric ing to remove impurities. re-circulate the ~urrent .ofair runnmg through the build- GAS CONSERVATION PLAN. The U.S,
heat Humps arid resistance coils, But the used warm air in the lower rooms. Open, _ 'n.g dun~ ~e day. ':"~ ~lf from ,the, Federal Energy Administration is study-
buildings' design keeps electrical use to a ings between floors direct the warm air on highest pomt m the budding IS du~ mto 'ing a proposal that would encourage
minimum, each !Toor to the collecting point 'near the the.flat plate solar collector, The additional utilities to promote natural gas conserva-
The buildings are at 310 Steele St. in roof,' ' _heat gained causes the air to move faster tion and sav.econsumers money. The plan

Denver. '-The north building (at len in the through the roof turhin~ to the '01~tside. .calls for the utilities to insulate homes in
Among the energy conserving features: photo) has two large Window areas facing This pulls more ;001 air into the buildmg their service areas and then recover the
-The buildings' main entrances face south. Blinds are positioned behind the and ~xt..:nds the hfe of the Slliarcollector by costs through-monthly charges to the cus-

eouth to gain winter sun and avoid cold windows with slats colored white on one coohng It. , tomers, FEA studies show that the coSt of
,winter winds from the north, side and black on the other, In winter the -In the north building, which is oe- saving gas in thisJashion is cheaper than
-c-Some wi~dows are r,ecessed to receive black side faces toward the sun \0 absorb ' cupied b~ Crowtner'a-arehitectural firms, the cost of developing new gas soyr<:es.

• low-angle wmter, sun and' ~~cl,~~e,high;" "?Iar, r",flil'tion. 1'1~'!!l1"'~~,~I),~\!{hiloeaide ,smokiqlS Duly al~~~~,!/.?_ Under thepbrl Ihegaa utility 1fouJdilet up
• ,. a~g~e ~u~er 'Su~:~m,",~~. ~.,>:"'.>;it,' ,", *_'Q8~ectiDI',' :DiucJi,ot tJie'rad:iation ~m ..The conf~reJlCe ~P1 18eqtllp~ a wnolly owned Subsidiary to superVise and
"J'~-r"'<"''{~~~~WVctl?n1r'cun~uou~frij~a back 1:0 the sky. The warm air generated is With l,ts .own Wl~.poW~~' roof -turbme finance the conservation -program.- The

'.wooden foundation to the top of the roof. pumjl<!d into the building by a small fan. and air !"take vent which expels'smoke work Ivould be done by independent con·
This type of construction allows uninter- and odors. Buildings in which smoking is tractors. SOme utilities have already 'in-
rupted insulation in the walls, greatly reo '-The flat'plate .solar collector on the. allowed in all ""eas r!!Quire up to'seven itiated'.imilar prOgrams on their own.
dueing heat loss when compared with walls north building is slanted at 45 degrej's:The times,more energy for air purification than'
.' 'interrupted by, a concrete foUndation and heat it collects can be stored in a bin con· this ;one. CroWther says. '" .,- NUCLEAR ECONOMICS AT·
floors ,in construction. according to "TACKE:P, A "Council o,f Economic
Crolvther, The walls are insulated with six , N h D k 'I'" Prioritie.(CEP)study.Po ...... PlliiltPer.
inches and the rOOfwith .ixteen inches of ort a otaso ons 'scrutinize,' 'fOl'lllllllCC, says that the unreliabilitY of
rock wool., " " nuclear plants limits their produetivity to

The roof of the building is surfaced with new ~ources for impac;tfuhds -, ~~J.~=:f:~O~::r~Pec':~

policymakers, The two year-study. whieh is
Local official. in NortJ:i Dakota are Link is-proposing that they get 25%. based upop the"fIrSt complete record of e·

wat;ching ,state legislators closely this year Both the DemocratS and the Republicans tuafnucl";'" and roal geJ1eratingplant per-as they wrestle with the problem of getting are proposing a Coal Deve!.opment Impact , formance, says that efficiency .drops con·
tax funds out into the state to help with' Commission whicl.>would give out coal im· ..siderably as the size of the nuclear plants
im}lllC;tproblems. Three counties that are' pact'grants. ' increaseS. Nuclear planta ulider 800
gettlilg most of the ·mlning. electrical North Dakota also has a eonversion tax ~watts have averaged 64% reliability,
generating plants, and gasilication plants of .25mill.JlCl: kilowatt produced. RepUbli: but very I~ plants such as are preseIltly
.. are won:ied enough w hire a full·time lob- cans are offering a bill to send more money being planned had oaly a 45% to 60%~effi·
byist to repi-ese!'t their interesta in Bis: from .thl!t tax back into the communiti.... ciancY becaUse of the nUmb;'" ofBhutdown.
marek.' A state revenue .haring program. whicli for maintenance and repair. The 200 page
The'legi.lators are considering several has much support from North Dakota citi· book is av.aililble from' CEP at 84 Fifth

innovative ways to take in and cllstribute zena. is bogging down iii the legislature as Ave.; N.Y,. N.Y. 10011.
tax'monies including stste revenue shar· legislators try to determtne whether popu.

Do you feel your news is slanted in ing and a rounty mcome tax. Istion or some other factor should be used WSING,NUCLEAR INVESTMENT"
favor of the "fu II' speed ahead, never . • ' '

t Most of the solons' .quabbling this year . to measure the degree of impact., ..' A lDl\ior New York brokers&'! firm. Jesup
mind the co. s or the consequ'encss as la,st .ession. will concern whether to Anyone in .the 'state intsrested in the & ........nt, Inc., has advised ita clients to
gang 7" You can change that .Iant by h fl D"
getting anothervi~win the pages of High 'ave a percentage Ora at rate tlUt· emo- progress of a bill or in Contacting a legis· sWitch their stockl101dlngs frog! utilities

cratic Gov. Arth~ Link has proposed a lator. can call a toll free numtier (800) withahea\oyinveslmeDtinnuclearP'JW.Cl'
Country News, It doesn't change the 33.33%.tax on the sales price' of coal, but 472-2134. The trnited Plainsmen. an to those with moderate or no nuclear com.
news; it just presents both sides and lets ~blicans are pushiJIg for a flat rate tax agricu1tura1-environmeJital grD!1p push. initment, according to Power LIne. The
you decide, or a combination of the two" Republicans ing strong coal developmentrontro1legis- ilrinadvisedclientsofthe~ibleadverse
Subscribe today, won 'tyou, $10 for 25 last session sponsoi-ed the 'present tax. lation. can be contaCted through the~·, impact ofncent court ru1inpand regu1at-

issues, " which is 54 cents per ton. The tax is to dent,. Randolph NOdlanil. Dunn Center. ory decisions on nu"'ear generation ,and
Send High Country News to: expire'at the end of June. N.D. questioned the assertion that nuclear

Name , :........................ Presently the severance tax revenue is The Onlooker, an independent news- energy is cheaper to woduce than coal. The
~:::~~~~:::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::=:::::;:::::::::::: divided With ~5% going into a Coal De· psper pUbliibed by Mike Jacobs, will rover Jesup 8tLiunont report is available frt>m
s..le :.:: ,.. Zip..................... velopme"t Impact OtflCe;30% Into11. trust ~e legislature every week, COIIIlCIltrating Envir<muiental Action FOUIIlIatioa. 724

fund, 5% to coal PI:OOucingcounties, and on environmentallegislation. Eor a yaar's Dupont Circle BIli1ding. WasbiJIgtoD; D.c.
send ,.-: lleN. Box K. La,nde", Wyo. 82520 . 30%.to the ~tate's general fund. .Local gnv._,' subscri"+'rin, !leDd $.12 to Jacobs at Man· 20036 for $UO. ' -

Or .... 'or • lam!'l. cOPy. ., . , .. - ~ - "ernments~ytheyneed .. bigger share; and dail. ~:D: 58554. ' _.' .. -~ • II"
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Sfdte water pian another top priority

Legislators se'ek repeal of ldoho's land
eem-utionists anticipate a mojor bat-

tle ovsr !aDd use planning legis1ation in
the Idaho legisiature. Other key conserva-
tion issIfes to be COII8ideredinclude adop-
tion fl'a state water plan, utility siting,
energy. conservation, and minimum
stream flow protection.
"Overall it loob like the House will be

less receptive to conservatiOn legis1atiop.
than it was last year, wmcb may be bard. to
believe, but true nonetheleas," says a
spokesman' for the Idabo Conservation
Lesgue. ''There iBa chon';' that the Senate
will be slightly improved in its attitude
toWard conservation issues."
Gov. Cecil Andrus, a strong"supporter of

environmental legislation, recently res-
igned and Qee8lJle the S8Cl'l!tary ,ofthe U,s.
Departn:lent,of the- Interior. His Succeasor, _
Lt. Gov. John Evans, asyo he strongly sup- ,
ports Andrus' legislative programs. Some
observers feel Andrus' 'departure weakena
chances for pasSage of new conservation
legislation, however.'

. ~

A'lTACK ON LAND USE LAW

STATE WATER PLAN

, f

use law

.- ~,.-

allow the state to examine the proposals,
energy supply and demand planning, and
public input. '
Andrus asked for passage of tax incen-

tives to encourage development-of alterna-
tive .energy sources and local energy sys~
, toms. 'The last legislature provided tax cre-
dits for home owners to improve:home insu-
lation and install alternative energy de-
vices.
, Andrus' 'energy district legislation
would make it possible for communities to
form districta to develop energy 'for local
'use. It isexpected to help with development
of geothermal energy in the city of Boise,
Audrus hopes it will be used for "solar, .
geothermal, hydro, or other kinds" of
energy development.
-The energy districts would be organized
like sewer, districts are now and would en-,
able communities to respond -to oppor-
tunities for local energy develnpmerrt,
rather than relying on major power com- '
panies.
To encourage energy conservation An-

, drns has proposed requiring that the pros-
LAND USE AND WATER PLANNING are two key issues being considered pective purchaser of a home be pfovided
by the Idaho legislature. Conservative legislators hope to weaken or repeal with the record of energy used in that home

A conservative caucus has been or- the state land use law, which calls on,locaHties to plan and proteetagricul- and the amount of insulation. For new
ganized in the House to promote couserva- tural land. A state water-plan will also be conSidered. Photo or'agricultural homes, Andrus' bill calls for certification of '
'tive causeS including weakeriing Idabo's ~ ,and the Teton River with the Teton Range in the background. designed heat load and amount of insula-
,1975 land use law. At the caucus' firat tion. The bill would inform consumers of
meeting two-thirds of the House Republi- water uses. Presently, domestic and irriga- polls indicate that 80% of Idahoans favor -the existing Insulation but would not set
cans attended. The Republicans control tionwateruseshaveprecedenceoverothei "some sort of minimum.stream flows, ac-' insulation standards.
both houaes of the legislature. uses. ' . cording to Water Board Chairman John ,Jeff Fereday, Idaho Conservation
"Twoproposals are beiPg considered this .Andrus, in his state "fthe state message, Streiff r Nevertheless, the legislature -has League (lGL) executive director, told the
year to gnt the elril!ting law. One measure called for passage of "the 19 legislative . consistently rejected all previous attempts Statesman that Andrus' proposals were
woulil repeal the law and another woitld proposals needed to implement the water ,by.Andrus to pass a minimum flow law and "moderate": .. "but I think the makeup of
make itoptioDal, plan. He singled out minimum stream floW is expected to do 80 again. . -; the: legislature this year gave him reasort
'" The.-existing law says local offic.i~ls ,'IBjPsl,ationautoppriority ..Public opinion .. ' for his moderation." . ,
shall regulate ~d use. It lets loealitiea :" '. " ,' ..-- ENERGY PACKAGE ICL will be following legislation and lob-
come up with their ~ plans for regula- . ~ R' ., bying in the legislature. To'get involved in
tion. The bill to make land wie optional • - ~ "'" eglqno In'his irt"'ate~fi.h~st.;te mesJiige Andrus "ICL'slegislativ,;'work COl1t8.ctthe grpitp at
wouldreplace"shalI"withth,eword"may.",,· , ", Box 844,,,"Bol'se,"Idab'08'37'01."";..'" ,call1!d for new energy legislation to solve
The Idaho Statesman, in an editorial Leg'"Isl'o"t"lve' "the single biggest problem" facing Idaho,

OpJlOlll''ng the-optionalland use antendment ' '" the nation, and the world. .
said: "If yOu have locsl land use regulation d Andrus called for laws to regulate
-ill one,county, and not in the neighboring Ro~n ,'Up energy facility siting, encourage' develop-
'. county, you ·invite deuces-wild develop- ment of renewable energy systems, record
ment,in that county. You can have any home energy use andiitsulatlon leve!>j,llI\d
number ofbadly planned and badly located set up. en~gy 'districts. .' . " ,
subdivisions' without. fIre protel:iioit or Andrus' siting propossl calls for lead "
other basic services." ,. , , " dTa!" . ..
,Some legislators told a Statesman' . time,t<i.st1i. ternati~l!sites.fwtding.to.._

. reporter that the optional land use . .
antendment has a goodcb'ance of passing aa ' '.. ,
a compromise to the bill' that would repeal, ' .. ',' , ' " , ' , '" ' ,"

the act. . ~.Wyoming environmentcil.ists want more

..GQvernor ','roposes 1Y2% .tax increase,'
A state water plan which has been ap- rr .

proved by the Idaho Water ResourCe Board Wyoming is co""idering a sever.rltce tlix .Council want a 12%raise because ofpeigh. bering, or grazing could continue if they
will be considered by the legislatU)'S. which will only succeed in eljcouragingthe boring states' tax levels. Since Montana's were harmonious with scenic river pur-,
Legisla.tive review of the water plan is rush for titesteWs resouices, according to tax isnow 30% and North Dakota is likely poses. No danis or stream alteration would

expected to spark a mojor connict between, environmental lobbyists. At the same' to pass a 33% tax this session, coal com- .'be allOWed. "
• the leplative and executive b1'llllChes of tints, the legislature is hesitating to fund' -panies will be forced into Wyoining, accord.. WOC is· also supporting biNs for
government. Th~ plan was designed to be the additional staff poaitionS for enforcing ingto the two groups. Herschler is also said 'lI!inimum stream" flows and open space
an executive policy statement with re- state recl~tion fequireme~ta: Without to want a higher tax, but'he settled fQr less ell{lSlllents.To reach the council, write Box
comm,endations for c.ertain legislative these positions, Wyoiningwillbein .... ious because he e><pectstiouble working with .. 1186, Ch~yenne, Wyo. 82001 or call (307):
changes in msting water laws. ,The legis- .tr<1uble.trying to comply with its agree· the largely Republican body, arcording to 635-3416.', ..
lature wanta the power of review of the' ment Wlth'the federal goverrtment to en- some ohserv-ers.· ' C ''C WOC, and the Powder River Basm Re-
entire policy. force stringent reclamation'requirements Another bill related to strip mining soitrce Council (PRBRC) are working for a'
A bmto require legislative revil!w of the ,on federal as well, as state land, according, would revise the laitdowner consent provi. state export policy, protection for agricul--

entire plan isexpeeted to paas the.legisla-' to Bob Sundin of the Wyoining Department sion of -the state's regulations. Presently,tural water, and changes in the state in·
•. ture euily. A similar bill was approyed by of EnYironmentlil Quality (DEQ): • c' only landowners who oW1ledlM.d before duotrial siting law. Toreach PRBRC; write
the 19761egislaturebutwasv-etoedbyGov. The only severanc;e ~ bill beiJtli'given ,1970 clm'veto strip minitJg of federal colJ :514 W. 21"Cheyenne, Wyo..82001 or call
Andrus as an unconstitutional intrusion serious considerat.ion: by t.l1e'House l'l!' berteath'their land. Legal experta say this (307) 635-1721. Both organIZatIOns have
by,theleiisiativebranchintotheexecutivevenue coJlllnittee'would raise the tax by inigbt,4!o rUll!d discrintinatory. c ne~sle~ters and phone chams to relay
bl'lQldlllf gI1Vernment. only ,one' lind'a half per cent, the leyel re- TheWyo1!1illgOutdoor Council (WOC) is legtSlati~e messall':" ~ .the .state, .ll"d
The water plan ClI1Is for protection of qul!i!ted by'Wyoming Gov. Ed HerB<jhler. pushing for a bill to create a scenic river ,anyone mterested In partlclP8~mg should

minimum stream flow levels in theSnak.e This 'would~ Wyomirtg's total tax on system ,for, th" state. ~use many Oppl>' contattthe groups.
Rivsr, devaIO)IIIlent !If 1.2 million acNa' of coal, inCluding impact ~ and ad v:al; nents ofthebilJ (IIi3 42) say it would consti- Residents of Wyoming can ,get free in· .
new irrigated f~ CO""id.atiOn of ..0i:eni't8xes,121l1%.': .. ". -, , .' , tti~a,taking,ofland,supporters want th" ,foniiation on the stittus ofWls by calling
the 'public interest in wtiteruse coiitlictB, . Members o£the Pow.iier ,River llilsin R,e- biii:toi!tc~ude only sectiQns of river now the Wyoinitig;Infoniuition Referra,J Ber- ,
. and an llIld to the ftCOlIDitiIm af pet"eni.d: ,source Council ~d, the' Wyon;ting. Outdoor SU1'Il1unded by public Il"'d.Mm1g, tim- .vice,(BOO)442-2'744. " .
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Colorado' high~ay plans shrink
"The Colorado Highway Commission is moving ahead on: two' of the state's .most

controversial highway proposals: -
~They have approved a compromise version of the Interstate-470 project in south-

west Denver. The road, which was to be a six-lane expre'll'way, has been reduced to the
combination of a four-lane "parkway" and improvements' on some major sweets. Two
years ago, Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm had vowe<lfo drive a "silver spike" through the .
heart of the highway project. However, the State supreme court ruled that the highway
commission, not the governor, hasfinal authority over highway planning. Lamm now
says 'he supports the parkway proposal. He has had to abandon his plan to shift money
.earmarked for the road to mass transit improvements in: the: Denver area, however.
-The commission 'also approved design funds 'for an extension of Interstate 70 '

through scenic Glenwood'Canyon in western Colorado. The interstate will follow the" '
route of a two-lane road which already runs through the canyon. Ifa standard four-lane
. interstatewori't fit into narrow parts ofthe canyon, it will be designed for two lanea.the
commission says. .If\

,Navajo powerp,lant:Emdangers fish
The National Wildiife Federation (!"WF)h....~~otested :"'ilstruction of a powe'r plant

, that, is planned "s part of the Navajo Irrigation Project iii New Mexico. The federation
'i.aysMnstruitiori ofthe'23' rneg.\Vattjiower plant should be delayed until biologists can
'figure outa way to save a valuable fishery below the Navajo Damon the San Juan River
in northeastern New Mexico. The reservoir. holds enough water for both the irrigation
project and the fishery, However, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of
Reclmrtatlon propose the 'power plant to supply electricity for the sprinkler system, and
the power plant requires additionalwater .BuRec has agreed to release enough water to
provide a bare minimum flow, but it proposes drastic daily fluctuations in the release,
which could endanger the, fishery and would destroy watsrfowl nesting sites, according
to Prliirie Bblde. NFW, with the support of the New Mexico Game and Fish', the New
Mexico WHdlifeFederation, the Oklahoma Wildlife Federation, and Trout Unlimited,
has written a letter to the :Secretary of Interior and is considering filing suit if neces-
sary,

Fire':fjghting reassessed in Dinosaur
. ., ~ir~ is ~ n~t~!al, a.nd,,p.~~S~y.p~ of the environinent, the National Park Service
_. a Ii .ri,~\~ril, ,",",_':ltg,j,..,t~\ Of"" · ·A';~'+ft1~for, Dinosaur National M nu nt on, J.he,·
..1.. dlJl'..~"'Jlhrll,,,l\ll'!!I'.'c~ml!,'Jlti.\'cl&.""',,. ~=e" ,,,p'ri'· ''',,,,,,c',~m ,"ZJTDn,,'l, '!f!,8i, ~th', ",- "
'U()lOrado-~~gqffl"~rl"I~~,~tpro~~~ tfl~~JJre&-l.1}"c~~~~p?r~~o. > emo~u:
ment should 'beallowed to burn naturally. Fire-fightingeffoft$ in tl\epast liave resulted
in fEtwerspecies of plants in certain areas. "If fire had been aHowed to piay its natural
role in Dinosa'4-F'Seco~ystems, perhaps a more diverse ~osaic of vegetative types, in
terms of speci~s and composition and age, would .1?e,evidertt today," says the ,report.
"Grasses ~d.forbs should flourish after fires, since fire usually improves conditions for
seed germination, reieases nutrients presently unavailable in the standing crop, and
'redu<?es tne c6m~ti~ion f~rsoil moist~re.'" ' . ' .

BURRO PROTECTORS
A group has formed to oPRose

the government's plan to kill aU the
burros in Grand Canyon National
Park. The group, the "Committee
to Save the Grand Canyon Bur:

-' ~~, ..:t
r;: 0'~......""."

1;'08;" is demanding the prepara-
tion of an environmental impact
statement to determine the extent
of ov,!rgrazing and damage at the
canyon being cau!l"d IW tlte·bur-
rOSe Extermination will. cost
, $'198,000 over a .five-year period,
'acc6rdiitg to the committee. The .
, National Park Service p!,oposed
shooting the 2,000 to 3,000 burros
in the park ,to protect the, range
, and thenativ.e species that depend
upon it.-'Burros are not native to
the area. The new group would like
to see implementation of an
Uadopt-a-burro program."

,Most conservation grQups, hi-
eluding the Sierra Club, do not op-
pose the burro kiU.

Oil brings p~,0pl,ewHo threaten relics
, Shell Oil's plans to drill for oil near Cortez, CQlo" may indirectly threaten important
Ap.a~azi Indi.an.rui!l~' E:l~JordingtQa.story in'the'Denver J?~t. :At stake are'<2~Omillion

'''' :b"l'rels of o,\~,.and3"OOql ~eMitive archeologi<;al, si~e~. The sites-"l'e ..on public land
m!'Jl~ged bY,tl)e,U,S. aut!,-!lu~fJ.~na Ma"}~~~in~nt (BLM)/ Tlie \llgges~fearofBLM
OffiC1alS1Sthat these, Sltes, exposed to the mcreased human tralfic caused by dnlhng

' . .' ...' ~... • l" ~ , '. ~

and constr~ction wor~, wi!! ~e_de~voyed by' s<?uveni,r h.unter~ ..BLM ha~ "p.roPosed
withdrawing.certain areas from mineral de~_eloprrient. A professor of arch~oJogy at the
University ofColorado, Dr. Da\rid Breternitz, w-ants to make orieportion ofllie'oil fieid,
Sand Cariyo~'" ~narcheologlcB.l pr~serve. Sh'ell' won't' make a flnal d~]siQn.to.go ahead.
on the pr~ject unt1l' feasibUity studies are complete in 1980," . -, ' ,.

, ,

Sixty per cent Or the prairie dogs at a town near Rock Springs, Wyo" have
been kiUed over-the past 10years, according to Defenders of Wildlife rep-
resentative Dick Randall. Randall places the blame for what he believes is a
widespread problem on "8new breed ofvarmipt hunter," who is interested
mainly in coming home with a high tally of kills, and the encourageme.nt
provided by some hunting publications. One publication told varmint hun-
ters t'o"exp~rience the freedom of the West" and "use up to'54;JOr9unds or
ammo a day." Wjth modern equipment one shooter can kill 1,000 prairie
dogs a week, Randall says. An earlier decline in prairie dog numbers was
caused by poisoni"g by ranchers and, farmers. The poisoning, is thought to
have contributed to the decline of an animal which feeds on prairie dogs,
the black:fQoted ferret, which is now an endangered species .
. Photo by Don Domenick and courtesy of the ,Colorado Division ofWHd·
life. -

'W;Q\Ji~"j~imsto pre~rve">ropen,jt'ahd~'Y
"

A new prganization called WOLF (Wyoming Open Land Foundation) is planning an
~ggressive campaign "to" stpp the encroachment of civilization on Wyoming's open
lands." By providing "tax and management benefits:: the Cheyenne-based group hopes
to interest Wyo..Jlling landowners in tht preservation of open lands. "A landowner
doesn't have to lOse the use ofhis land'by teaming up with tlie foundation,"'SSys Dr, Bill
Rideout, ,aspokes!"an for the foUIldiltion. "He can stillliave pioductive land which ,VIII
benefit the public." The gtoup '!iii hopes to involve the public "in the intelJ;gent
management of natUJ'a,,~urces'" 'rhe grouP is -niod'eledafter Colorado's Open 'Land
Foundation IlI1d a n,ati"!'l'I'~l\pfThe Nature Conservancy. ' "

'(~,~ 3

Hathaway threatens to' sue Wyoming
Repre,senting Exxon at a state hearing Jan. 12: (ormer Wyoming Gov:Stanley

Hathaway threatened to sue Wyoming if the state designated a certain m:ea as ha';;'in~g
"unique and irreplaceable, historical, archeological/scenic or natural~va.lue." ThE>
'hearing was called by ,the Wyoming Environmental Quality Council (EQC), w",ch
'Hathaway helped create.when he was governor. The EQC was consid~ring an area near
Meeteetse, Wyo., where AMAX)s proposing an ope'n pitcopper mine. Exxon has cnpper
interests nearby. Hathaway said Exxon had "grave doubts" abotltwh~ther an agency of
the Wyoming stats government had authority to'preclude development ormineral
resources onU ,S. Forest service land, where the Exxon claims· are located. EQe has
said the'designation' w'ould not'ilecesSarily pl"eclude;minirtg)"Written oommentls'on'the
. designation are 'being accepted'tIirough Feb, '12, and a decision isn?t "xpeded until
cspring: ' , I

Groups demand 'ous.ter of BPA chief
In_what they called a "litmus test" of the new directions promised by the Car ...r

,AdminjstratJon, environment'al and public inter,est groups in the Northwest h;\'~
asked Carter and Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus to dismiss the head of the Bonnevilho
Power Admimstration. "No positioJ;liny.our department, nor in the Administration as a
whole, pere in the NorthYiest; is of higher priority and concern to the- conservat~lm
cOll1ll!lmity,"the jP"{jupssaid in their Jan: 7 letter to Andrus, "BPA and its leadership'
,will,play a pivotSl role in funqamental energy decisions affecting ,our lives .-anden,,\· j.,
ronment for yem, to come," The,groups charged that the present head of BP A, Do!liJ)i\
P, Hodel;is too closely aligned.with aluminuin and utility interests. They demillijl;"d
,more 'lpublic-~pirited" and l~conservation-minded!'leadership ...More, than 100 groWl:!' in
Mo"tana,ldah~, Oregon, '!I1dWaShington backed ,th~letter. Amoiig th~lP' wer,~' i'daho '
Env.ironmental Council, Idaho Qonservation League, the Center for the-PubliI;Wtere;:
,(Bo~man, M9n~,), ,Northern' Plains ResOurce Co~n~il, Citizens foJ."Alternah,,"t?:' ':\\1
Pioneer, Northern Rockies Action Group, the Eriw.ronmenl.al Information Ci]lti'r. ~Uh~_,' . ".'. , -._.... u ""
tli. Northern Rockies Chapter of the Sierra Club. '

\
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WGREPO MEETING'

A Western Governors Regional Energy
Policy Offic.,- (WGREPO) meeting will be.
held in Denver- -at the WGREPO offices
Feb. 10-11 beginning at 9 a.m. The 'alter-
. nates for the governo";' of the 10 member'
states are slated 'to discuss upcoming fed-
eral eJl.ergy actions and dissolving
WGREPO. Anot/ler regional organization
. with broader interests is to be formed. For
information and the location of the meet-
ing contact Ray Davidson at the WGREPO
office, 4730 Oakland 1;It.,Denver, Colo.
80239, telephone (303) 371-4280.
ROCKY MOUNTAIN SEMINARS
Registration is open forRocky Mountain

National Park's summer seminars. The
six-day seminars emphasize field studies
on various aspects of the Rocky Mountsin
environment. University credit is' offered
through Colorado State University and the
University of Northern Colorado. For more
information write: Seminar Coordinator,
Rocky Mountain NatureAssociation,lnc.,
Rocky Mountain National Park, Estes
Par~, Colo. 80517.

lID Bulletin Soard
WHO'S WHO?

The December' 1976 issue of Sun-Times
contains an alternative energy "action
map," which pinpoints people and projects
in renewable energy in Montan£!. Names
and" addresses of people to contact about
projects are included. Sun-Times is the
monthly publication of the Alternstive
Energy Resources Organization (AERO),
435 Stapleton Bldg., Billings, Mont. 59101.

GRANTS FOR CONFERENCES
The National Science Foundation' hss

funds available "to assist nationally recog-
nized professional societies and groups
serving important public purposes in con-
ducting a limited number of forums, con-
ferences, and workshops to increase public
understanding of science and technology,
and of their impact on public policy issues:'
The deadline' for five-page preliminary
proposals is feb. 15. Prelinoinary proposals
should be sent to Science for Citizens Prog-
ram, Office of Science. and Society, Na-
tional Science Foundation, Washington,
D.C. 20550.

.JB;.
. . environmental news from around the world, -

I.OONEY I.IMERICKS

by Zane F:. (:ology

The smoke that blackens QUT skies
And scratches our throats and our eyes
Bad odors expels.
But to some, it smells

1:-ikemoney, in a disguise.

QUALITY DOWN AGAIN. For the
seventh consecutive year, the overall qual-
ity of the national environment declined
during 1976, acoording to the National
Wildlife Federation. The federation's en-
vironm;ntal quality index totaled 347
points outof a possible 700. The total was
three poirlta below last year's level.

CARTER APPOINTS MINK. Former
U .S. Rep. Patay Mink (D-Hawaiil has been ..
appointed by President Jinuny Carter to
serve as Assistant Secretary of State for
Oceans, International Environment, arid
Scientific Affairs. While in the House,
Mink was a staunch supporl,er of environ-
mental quality, according to the League of
Conservation Voters.

FORD DOWNGRADEDEP A. RuasdlE .
T rain, the recently departed administrlitor .
of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, says his agency couldn't ade-
quately pl'!ltect the nation's land, air, and
water because of a lack of support from the
Ford Administration. In an interview with
the Denver Post and New York Times,
Train said· President Gerald Ford had
given a lower priority to. environmimtal
concerns than to economic growth and the
development of imergy sources.~ . .'
WOLF STUDY DEFENDS WOLVES.
The Eastern'Timber Wolf Recovery Team,
a groUl1 of professional state and federal
biologists appointed by the Dejiartmentof
Interior, has disputed a recent computer
stuily whicQ says wolves will deplete the

deer herd innorthern Minnesota. The team
agrees that some wolves must be killed,
keeping the population to about the
1975-76 level in the accessible part of the
Minnesota wolf range. The computer study
was publicized by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. It predicted decimation of the
deer by the mid-1980s. However, biologists
.on the recovery team said the' study used
inaccurate data, did not take into account
all aspects of predator-prey systems, and
that its predictions become increasingly
less probable the farther into the future
they go, according to Water, Woods &
Wildlife.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED. The Idaho Conservation
League, a citizens' environmental group, 'is
accepting applicants for a full-time execu-
tive director. Skills -,-",d knowledge re- .
quirad: political process, general
resource-eonservation issues, grass roots
organizing, speaking, writing, lobbying,
administration, fund raising: Job begins.
April 11. Send resume with'references and
samples of writing to ICL, Box 844, Boise,
Idaho 8370i. (208) 345·6933. Please com-
municate by February 14th.

FOR SALE: Three bedroom house in Sun-
set Addition, Lander. Full basement. One
and % bsths. Close to grade school. For
appointment call (307) 332-2505 or write-
945 N. Lane, Lander, Wyo. 82520.

NEW MEXICO NATIVE HERBS.
Catalog, 2.5cents. LonelyMountain Herb
Co., Box 23A, Radium Springs, N.M.
88054.

, WYOMING COAL POLICY
In response to new national coal leasing

policy, 'the.Casper, Wyo.,_officeof the U.S.
Bureau of Land Managementis updating
its land use plan for Campbell and Con-
verse counties. The bureau is trying to de-
termine how much coal in th1s area should
be proposed for leasing iIi the next six
years. About 54% of the known economic
coal reserves in Wyoming are located in
these two counties, accordingto·BLM. Pub-
lic meetings will be Feb. 1 in Gillette at 7
p.m. in the Campbell County Recreation
Center and Feb. 2 in Douglas at 7 p.m. in
the St. James Parish Hall.· -,

. COLLECTOR PRODUCTiON
'Production of solar collectors has more

than' doubled ill one year, according to a
recent survey of solar collector manufac-
turers by the Federal Energy Administra-
tion. Since FEA initiated its.solar collector
survey in 1974, there has been a cumula-.
tive production of 1.56 million square feet
of collectors, which could be saving the
en,ergy equivalentofupto 480 barrels of oil
per day ..Copies of the survey, "Solar Col-
lector Manufacturing Activity, January
through June 1976," are available at $3.50
per copy. Write, National Technical-Infer-
mation Service, U.S. Dept. of Commerce,
5285 Port Royal Blvd., Springfield, Va .
22161. Order number 258865.

UNION PASS PLAN
'Public meetings will be held in Wyoming
on the proposed land use planfor the Union
PaSs planning unit of the Bridger-Teton
National Forest -The Unit is north and west
of the Green-River abou(25 miles north-
west of Pinedale. The Forest Service prop-
.osal calls for an annual average timber
harvest of between 1.5 and 2 million board
feet. The plan also suggests creating a di-
. rect routebetweenDubois and Pinedale by
upgrading the existing Union Pass-Green
Riv.erjeep road, The plan will be discussed
at meetings Feb. 10 in Jackson, Feb. 15 in
Pinedale, and Feb. 16 in Dubois. The dead-
line for written comments on the plan is
March 21.

Utah - Actua. size, 10"11In. x 131f2'In., 192
pages, 12,000 words of text; 178 illustrations
In,full color. $25.00

LIne R terence T-rvet LJ

Eavesdropper

DICK CARTER is opening a Wilder-
ness Society office in Salt Lake City,
Utah. .

UTAH WILDERNESS SOCIETY
Dick Carter has set up a new Utah office

for the Wilderness Society. Carter says he
plans to concentr.ate. on the estimated
seven to eight millions acres of public land
in Utah that may qualify for wilderness
protection. Energy development poses a
threat to some of. these areas, Carter says.
He is particularly concerned about the
proposed Intermountain Power Plant" 10-
.cated in the heart of the Waterpocket Fold
near Capitol Reef National Park. The office
is at8 East Broadway, 61O'Judge Building,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111, telephone
(801) 359-1337. .

SAN LUIS VALLEY-GRAZING
The second of the U.S. Bureau of Land

Management's draft environmental im-
pact statementaon grazing management is
complete and ready for inspection. (The
controversial Challis, Idaho, statement
was the first.) Tile statement -deala with
grazing on 516,371 acres of public lands in
the San Luis Valley in southern Colorado.
It is the second of 214 statements required
by a court ruling In 'favor' of the Natural
Resources Defense Council, which said
that site-specific grazing plans have a sig-
nificant effect on- the environment. A pub-
lic hearing on the draft statement will be - ,
Feb. 23 in the Alamosa County Courthouse
in Alamosa: Colo. . C

A copy of the statement can be obtained
from the Colorado office ofBLM, Room 700,.
Colorado State Bank Building, 1600
Broadway, Denver, Colo. 80202, telephone,
(303) 837:43211. -

Charles Beldin. and his Graphic Arts
Center Publ~hing Company of Portland, Ore.
. have gen~ouB1y allowed High Bountry News
to have all the r~ail profits from the s3les·of
the book descri~d here.

UTAH·
Photography by David
Muench
Text by Hartt Wixom.

The Morman pioneers of 1847, who
called Utah the Promised, Land, would .
have found a fitting testament in this
beautiful book. David Muench explores
the vastness of this remot~ and rugged
land, ·pictures the fragil~ beau!y of alpine
life, th .. vistas'of mountains, cany09-
lands, and deserts. Muench'scamera
and Wixom's pen record the incredible
human achievements exemplified in
Morman temple; and the Tabernacle
and the communities carved from the
wilderness.

Order from HeN, Box K; lander, Wyo. 82520



Congress gives BtM legal
Jau,;,~, 1l!'l70F:f- Higb~il1lllU\YJNe'Qi1D J "

clout, responsibility
The u.s. Bureau of Land Management tics point out. In the land use planning'

has been operating under the direction of section, projects are scheduled to be com-
some 3,000 tangled laws which apply to the pleted "as funds' and manpower are made
public domaln. The Federal -Land Policy available."
arid Management Act of 1976, paased by BLM officials arehopeful, however. ''We
Congreas at the end of last session, is think further appropriations will come
meant to free the agency from that legisla- naturally," Pat Korp of the Cheyenne,
tive tangle and help it do a better job as Wyo., BLM office told HCN.
custodian of 60% of the nation's public The act sets one deadline for mineral in-
lands. terests. Within three years of the act all
The new law replaces many of the old mineral claims on BLM lands must be reo

laws. It also makes it clear that COngl'!lSS corded at BLM offices. If a claim isn't regis'
expects the agency to retain its 451 million ' tered, it will be considered abandoned. This
acres for public use. Provisions in the 1934 provision was aimed at improving the
, Taylor Grazing Act directed the bureau to bureau'e records on mining and at
do just the opposite - to guard public lands eliminating inactive claims.
'(pending ultimate disposal." One controversial decision- how much
Back in those days, it looked as if nobody . to raise grazing fees on public lands - was

would really ever want most of the acreage, postponed by Congress. The act requires
managed by the bureau, Today, the agency BLM to present a study of the iasue to Con;!
isinthemidstofconflictingdemandsmade gress by Oct. 21, 1977.
by the mining, timber, and agricultural I Livestock interests were pleased by two

. . industries, and by recreationiets, conser- provisions in the bill. First Congreas now
vationists, and other people.
The new law is socomprehensive it will

affect the activities of all these groups, It
may take as long as five years to translate
every section ofthe law into agency regula-
tions and direct action, however, bureau
officials say. •
With so many changes ahead, the

bureau's priorities will be partly set by
deadlines Gongress included in the bill. An'
aaseasment of the wilderness potential of
all roadless areas managed by the bureau
must be complete in 15 years. During the
same period, the bureau must review all
lands formally protected from mineral ac-
tivity, unless they are part of wilderness,
primitive, natural, or national recreation
area classification.
The law also calls for comprehensive

land use planning on publiclanda (a project
on which th~ bU1'8!\Jlwas,!t!>,:ndj1!g abou~~ .
2ll%~ofitlJbudge~, fl<jfcr're{iie Implementa·
tion of the act). ' .
One provision of great importance to

BLM grlll).ts the agency power to enforce
·public land laws and regulations. Previ-
ously, BLM had to call in local lawen·
forcement officials to inake an arrest on
BLM lands. The process was 80 awkward,
many laws just weren't enforced, BLM em·
ployes admit. . . '.
·While making major demandS, the bill

-doean't do much to assure increased fund-
ing to accomplish the leglslated goals, cri-

"'PORIED BIRD MODEL KITS
u.m Swellow $3.95
K1ngft1her $US
LIttle Owl $5.95
PIgeon Hewk $5..
.. four lor $1l00

c.uIO ......,.... 01' WUl .. IN I'UIHI; UP_.N"'" COUIRI
~ ....... DlTM.IMY 10 IUllI • A"" ..... 1DIAl..,.
ARIEL Dept. L,'2894" 1 0_ CIeveIMd Ohio 44118

Service Directory

A perfect gift
Wind River Trails '

Thlrty-one pictures and twelve maps show all
roads ani:t tralis in Wyoming's fantalllc Wind River'
Range. $2.95 pp. to any ~ except WyomIng.
Money cheWfuUy refunded If not delighted. Finis
Mitchell, 336 P St.. Rock Springs, Wyo. 82801

. ,

allows IO-year grazing leases and permits priorities to those subdivisions (cities,
on federal lands. L8St year, only one-year towns, and counties) socially or-eeonoml-
permits bed been allowed. Second, the new cally impacted" by mineral development,
law provides for re-establishment of the The act also authorizes the InWrior De-
grazing adviaory boards. The grazing partment to make loans to impacted areas.
bomils had bean aboliabed two years ago The three per cent interest loans may be as
with the estab1iabment o{multiple use ad· \lirge as the expected mineral revenues in a
viaory' boards, which included a broader state over a IO-year period. ~
representation of public land users. Graz- ' .
ing boards hich '11 ~ te i add't' The act does away WIth the Homestead-

, ~ WI opera m • IOn Act and has raised questions about the leg.
to the.multlple use boards, may. now be alit>y'ofdispoealofpubliclandsthroughthe
estabhshed a~ the request of hvestock Desert Land Entry Act. DispOaal of land is
opsrators. Theil' power to advise the BLM st·'11 all ed b t th b . .
'11be I' ited to . I d lOW, U e ureau 18 .now re-

~ urn grazmg p ans an range quired to abow "the propoeed disposal of
IIDprovement funds. BLM land is clearly in the public interest,"

BLM's Idaho Director, Bill-Mathewe, says.
Mathews thinks the new law could have

a sigJIificant elTect on Owyhee County,
Idaho, where over 800,000 acreS of Carey
Act and Desert Land Entry projects are
pl'oposed~ The proposals involve irrigating
federal lands and creating Private farms .

Western governments pushed lor pall-
sage of the act, because, for one thing, it
will mean more money in their coffers. The
bill increases the state abare of mineral
revenues on public lands from 37\0% to
50%. States make their own decision about
how the mone:{ ia to be used, "~ving

• •
·1 book, when he can dig out the artjcleshim-Books self from dog-eared issues stored in the

. . 'attic? In the fll'st, place, he's no.t likely to
. . take the trouble. In the second, Las Line

R ; ~~', ,. I .has chosen the 20 selections wisely. As an
-'~UDU8ON avid Audubon reader, I had at least
. """WiIdHfe 1ieasury. ' .'. skimmed the pieces when they originally

-EdltedbyLESLINE '.';-~' '\:: appeared.. However, when released from. •. the ads, the gloesY paper, and the innste
~ transitoriness ofmagazine publication and

.,. . ~ .'. placed 'between two solid covers, their
ltI ' power came to the fore _ a sure sign of Incontrast, other writers concentrate on

enduring work, as well as, perhaps, of the individual species, the bobcat, coyote, mar-
influenceoffonnatonareader. ten, crow. With'a dartngvbrt-of an-
The varied pace. of the 'I'reasoUy olTers thropomorphism, Jack Schaefer, the au-

deep pleasure. Line starts off on a whimsi- thor of Shane, interviews a shrew - a
cal note with ''Unnatural History," a good literary pirouette on a 'high wire that
backdrop for what follows. Here ,Joseph . would end in dissster if attempted by a
. Wood'Krutch explores anim81 mYthology li!sser artist. Loren 'EiSeIey, I~ke' a bear
through twists and turns from Greek times with dyspepsis, is his typically morose and
to the present. Only a virgin can trap a metaphysical self in "Coming of the Giant

- Wasps."unicorn, as most people know, but Krutch
digs further into the legend to find the an· In "Requiem for a Wild Boar" Louis
cients' proof of the wily beast's existence. Halle recall. living on·the abore of Lake
Not astiafied to presenHantalizing tidbits Geneva. Night after night he waits for a
dredged from the past, he explains their specter from the Middle Ages: " ... a black
. contexts, along with the functions of silhouette emerged from the reeds and
mythology in c1aseic.a1, medieval, and re- moved rapidly on a diagonal course, across
naissancetimes-linenrichingexcUrsion. and up the \awn, until 11; became confused
Corey Ford followa Krutch with adilTer· with the splotched shadows of the tree. on

ent kind of advenmre by telling why the the other aide. Here it remained, a shadow
'Steller'sjay is named after a deserving but darker than the rest, constantly changing
stsr-croased naturalist. In the llith cen- shape."Thememorydevelopeintothemost
tury, Vitus Bering spent 10 years preper- hypnotic - and heartbreaI<ing - piece in
ing his ship, :'St. Peter," for a Russian ex· what is a true treasury of contemporary
pedition to America. The young botanist writing.

There are tWo basic ways oflooking at a
collection of this sort, First, you're a young
and able editor, as is Les Line, of a laviab ,
'environmental 1!Ulll8Zine,'asis J\udubon.
It's time to add yet another volume to the
several you've edited, to keep ynur atock
up, so to speak - and maybe turn a few
coins. You dip into bacli iesues for ai'ticles
onllllimaisbyLorenEiseley,JosephV/ood Whatclotha •• three plec .. have In And Iinally, the HCN ad campaign
Krutch, and .Peter Matthiessen ~ names conimon?' goes international. Dick Pharis, of the
that are sure to ring bells with even casual calgary-based. Alberta Wilderness As-
bookstore browsers. The calculating de- sociation, will place an HCN ad in the
signer suggests a cover of frolicking bear . Calgary, Alberta asaocialion's newsletter.
cubs bannered by the Audubon name, a Texas ' Thank you, both organizations and in-
name that, again, bas instant public rec;- dividuals, for the "'egolJP" you are giving
ognition. Voila! Without much fuas or ex- Salt Lake City, Utah HeN in helping mount Ihe enormous
pense you're on·the top of the heap in the. task of introducing the paper to new .'
battle of the coIfee-teble I>ooka., . . readers.·
That's one way oflooking.at it, the way a ,I... Allthrel! places have HCN in common,

that's what Reader sponsored HCN ads In the May 7, 1976, issue HCN printed
publisher or a seJesllllui is likely to see have been (or are to,be) printed in pUbl~ some sample ads· aWl lIlIked that our
things - ahd someone is bound to bring up cations in the three locations. readers pUblish one of them In their local
the point in a discussion of the slick:, over- . Jack Pugh of Green River, Wyo., ran, paper. -Thirteen states-have responded
sized tomes rolling olTthe presses and into an HCN classified in tha Texas Observer, _ with ads placed in over 30 publications.
America's liv¢g rooins. Yet, what as.
toniehes is the continuing high quality of a state-wide newspaper. (Texas isJack'a If you would care to join 1he campaign

home state.) write HCN at ~x K, Lander, Wyo. 82520
many coffee-teble editions. And that's the Bridgerland Aud ubon Society- of for sample ads. Or use one of the HCN
second way of l\lOking at'it: the Audubon Logan, Utah, purchased the HCN ad that subscriber ads printed in each lssue. II
WildUfe 'r,reasliry as an example of the ran In the salt.Uike City paper that HCN you do sponsor an ad, let HCN know so
carefullywroughtachievementposeiblein mentioned in the Dec. 31st issue. you recaive proper credit
the format. .
Sowhy should a person pay $15.95 for a

Lea Line, eeL, J.B. Lippincott Compimy,
Philadelphia, 1976. $15.95, hard cover,
191 page .... Drawings by Chuck Ripper
and ~o portfo1i,ll8 Of photographs.

Review by Peter Wild
•

Georg Wilhelm Steller went along for the
discovery, but by the time the ship touched
Alaska the captain was broken in health
and frightened of the coming winter
storms. The depressed Bering, "... merely
shrugged at the sight of the New World,"·
while Stener ran madly about collecting
specimens in the i<fhours allotted him be-
fore the "St. Peter" weighed anchor for
home.

•

•
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16-HiIIb Countzy N ..... - Jan: 28. 1977
, Northern Cheyenne chairman

Allen Rowland -looking for trouble
b7 JIm:lene Ambler plan: to seek'Class I designation tinder the mitted it Diad" any mistakes _ not since

The ima&e of the Northern Cheyenne Clean Air Act (See separate story this 1776. They never even admitted Vietnam
tribe, especially tD Montana Power Co., issue.) was wrong," he says. Three Northern
Peebody Coal Co., and the Federal Energy While the Northern Cheyenne and Row. Cheyenne hoys were lost in Vietnam.
Administration <FEAl, isma tough people land have worked with environmentalists Rowland has served in the Army, earn .•
-resilient, uncolllJll!llDlis1n, and perhapo lighting Colstrip thrOughout the state's de- ing hoth a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart.
impractical and insolent. , liberations, Rowland can he as brash with He now proudly displaya an American nag
Much of this iIna8e is personified by the environmelltalists as he is with anyone on his desk. Recently the flag has been

tribaJ chairman, Allen Rowland. A DeDver else if he thinks his tribe's : welfare is at hanging upside down, which startles many
, newspaper cIeecribed him at a reCent en- stake. At a ~eting held in Billings, Mont., visitors who know that as a symbol of the
cauntarwithFEAas"theIndiaDs'equival- in 1975 which was designed to find com- American Indian Movement (AIM). Row-
ent. of John W8Y!"''" a ra~er unlikely 'man ground amongst Indians, ranchers, land knows that, too. He explains that his
cbo ... for COIIlpIIn8ODII but m many wayB and environmentalists, Rowland appar- young son was plaYing with the flag re-,
~tA;. Rowland'i JlI'IlllllIIC8 ~ im~ ently became impatient after' hours of .eently andleft it that way. While he doean't
mg, eepec:ial1y .. as he leans mto his ' watching everyone gingerly avoiding sub- brag of allegiance to AIM, Rowland reeog-
~ which hehal IIIllI!fm:,.,.,.due to jeets which mightJeSd to a ooofrontation: nizes tJie aptitude of the organization's
. cIiaheteL Although not eapec.eUy taB, he Surrounded by ranchera and environ- symhoHor the Indians' plight - a sign of
-larp.HilIeyeeare~y,thekind AlLEN ROWLAND: "The govern- mentalists, he stood up-and asked the, distreliIon the high seas.
6"_6 c:ould stare down t ts . men& hal DeVer Iidmitted itmade 8I\Y ,
--- DI08 oppa..... m ml ... - Dot since l7'76." , others to prove their support by bewing his '
movie eereen epics. : tribe's queSt to getCoJlgreBS to turn over CALL IN ANDERSON
These qualitise, added to his record as the 550,000 acre Custer National Forest to TestiJYing ~t an FEA hearing recently,tr!baJ~ fclr the last eigh~ years,. court. "-Interior e<:cepted the tl"ihe's sction them. A few environmentalists, stilJtrying lloWIand called for an investigationofBIA

h8\pedpushhimtoaneasyre-electionlast voiding the contracts; no suit was ever to keep peace, tentstivelyaaidtheymight ene'rgy pOlicies. To goadthe government
fall when he received 429 votes,and his filed; and there islltill no mining on the prefer Indian management to the Forest reptesentstives into action, he threatened
cl_ CIJlIlODllDt 172. ...-vation. "It's kind of an odd thing," Service's inadequate efforts, However, the IA>callin Jack Anderson to investigate the
Aoc:ording to Rowland, ooal was theW Rowland ·says. "The coal companies ranchers in the room were outr8ged. They ilitu'atien if they didn't act immediately.

ilIIueat'the campaign. Twoofhisopponents haven't called me since 1973. They alwaya- depend upon the Forest Service land for
....... members of the "Rosebud Society,", a, call the BIA superintendent:' grazing' privileges, without which their Although ,he regards the federal

of ,,_. bera . bureaucracy disdainfully, Rowland andgroup tri.....mom promoting im· If there is ever going to, be coal develop- ranches would he practically worthless.
media coal deval th . 'oij1er tribal leaders know they can't ignore

• ~ opment ~ eJr reser- ~t,on the ~ation, ~wland ~ ~e If the Northern Cheyenne tribe decides it when they seek to solve a problem. They
v~ m Montana.. . tribe needs ~ informatlO.n. The triJ>: 18 in its referendum this year to proceed with make frequent tl"ipa to Washington, D.C. ,
. While Rowland did aJmost nO<:aDlpalgn- now conductlDg extensIve resssrch coal development, Rowland saya the tribe _ recently to meet'with President Jinuny .
mg, th~ Northern Che~e know '!ell ~uBh the NoE:thernCheyenne Research will insist on full authority.''W e'want our C...u;r's cousin, Hugh Carter, abOutindian
thet he 18not eapr to ~ mto devel.opIng ProJect... . guya to have slHhe top jobs, such as presi. policy. '
the vast coal reaervea which underl", the In addItion to Its research work, t:he dentandexeeutivedirector."Healsowants Carter seemed quite ignorant ahout In.
~atio~. They a1Ioknowth~ ifthe~. Northern Cheyenne are sending tribal $10 for every ton mmed. (Under the voided dian issues, Rowland says, "but he did a lot
J~~ oftlie trihe hegan cl~rmg for un- m~berl o"!'tours to th~ Sou:thwest to talk contracts, they were to get 17 cents a ton in ofwriting." Rowland told him he believes a
~te. development, he w~ bend to· ~~ N~vl\JOand Hop~ ~ans, who are roYalties.) Rowland admits that it isn't too new Department. of Indian Affairs should
theU' ~~'. Rowland exphesizea ofto;n , h~g ~th bothcoel mU1l1lgand one of the likely that coal oompanies would agree to be created at the same level as the Depart.
thet the decl"'~ on coel developmen~ WIll nation I lar~t coal-frred power. plants. that. However, because of the extent of the ment of Interior, rather tlian forcing In.
be left to the tribal members who will be Rowland beheves strongly that tribes can tribe's coal it has bargaining power. terior to try to be responai"le for.conflictill,g
asked to vote in a referendum sometime learn much from each otherahout how to " . ~

, roles. Now it is supposed io sel'Ve as thethis year.. manage their resources: In 1974, he was "There aren't tile yes men on the council trustee for Iridian natural resources while
Rowland and the tribe first raised the ire instrumental in fOrIDing the Northern that thl\re were eight years agn," Rowland

of the coal companiea:and of the U.s. gov- Plains Federatio!1 of Natural Resoure.' says, referring to the period when the coal also encouraging development of new
energy supplies.. 'emment in 1973 when the tribe discovered Tribes and serveil as ad hoc cliairman for contracts were signed by the trihe ""d BIA.

violations of federalllw in the contractS eight manthe. ' • "At that ti1ne, most of the ,tribal council Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus says he
which the Bureau of Indien A1fairs (BlA) members spoke Cheyenne and the in· would approve of a new, separate Indian
had approved between the tribe and the SURPRISING CLOUT ....:.MAYBE terpreter didn't explain to them well what Affsirs department outside the Interior
c:oal oompanies. 'n1e tribe declared-all the . was happening," Rowland says; Department if Indians want one. He also
contracts void. TIie Interior Department '1'0 thsir surprise, the Northern. Realizing thatBIA errors were responsi- promises "more visi&ility" for Indians if the
raJuctantly recognized the violations and Cheyenne ar~ tmding they may have an ble for the problems with the leases, Row· 'Bureau of Indian Affairs stays under his
offered to help the tribe sue the coel com- elfecton the Colstrip power plant 20 miles land says thegovernm"!'t was afraid that wing, according to a_ett News Service.
panies. , north of their. 'reservation. In adeliant .the coal companies would Sue the govern·, Ilowland and the Northern Cheyenne
, "Why should we want to sue the coal move last summer, the tribe decidOd thatit ment for the millions that they say they will be watclling the new president c""e-
companies'!" Rowland asked Interior. "The wanted clean air over its home -l'!1gard- 'lost. "I told them I coull! care less who sues fully, And 9arter can be sure that if they're
cosi companies never did anything to us. less of plans by othera outside the reserva- the U.s. government. That'. the least ofmy not happy with his decisions, he11 soon
You're the oDe!' who should he taken to tion for intensive coal development. Their worries .... The government has ne.ver ad- hear from them.

r--~-' Dear Friends
Wejokingly II8Y t!Ja~we',ve.writteJl .

sod I'e@d .so many ,boomtown sto~es
thettheshapeofone-somethiDglike
an income tax form - is now in our
heads. We just fill in the blanks
labeled number of People divorced, de-
. pressed, and drunk - and we luive a
story pretty-much like all the rest.
But we couldn't' approach

Wheatland's booin like that. The facts
IIbout thil Wycnq,jng town wouldJi't
allow it. Delpite our mental ruts,
Whealdand appeared to he a place de-
termined to have a unique boo!jl.

.. We don't want to steal the drama '
,from Mar.iane Ambler's front page
story. But we will suggest that you
look at it if you're curious about.whet
mi«/Jt happen in a place that "p18l1!'~a
boom and gets industry to fQOt part of
the blJl

consumers, according to a recent
series of articles in Maine Times.,

._. .
Some practic8l articles are ahead in

HeN. '
We're busy with a piece on wood

stoves as illternative energy sources,
including photos of some of the old cast, '
iron beauties in our area.
We atIso plan s,followupon the solar

energy companies that we covared for
you last year. There are some new
, ones to add to'the list and some old
ones to cross off (already). But it will
be primarily a report from consumers.
We hope to interview people who
bought systems and report their
-tl"iumphe and traumas to you. (If you_
bought one and would like to share
your experience, let us kriow.)
'And very soon, we should a1Io have

a report on how the Clivus Mi'.ltrum
(an alternative toilet) is w01'kil1il for

We tried something new in the way
"{promotional actiyitiss this month-
a booth at the National Wesisrn,Stoc.!<
Show in Denver. T1Jeshow was repor·
tedll' attended by some 250,000 peo.

, pIe. Thanks to the efforts of Sally
Forbes, Becky Ambl'll" Strouse, Jessie
Ambler, Carol Karlin, and Pat,
, Aimee, and August Dailer, we were
able to look a few showgoers in the eye
to see itthey'flinched at the sight ofan
environnientaJ ,newspaper booth, and
hand those who didn't a complimen-
tary copy of HCN. We11hope it pays
orrin new, subscriptiOns' from the ag-
'ricU1tural colnmunity.
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