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(period), 'or you do not accept any ads at all
(in which case you would continue to. limp
along on a shoestring to get your very good
product printed, circulated, etc., and have
to continue to occasionally beg for dona-
tions to keep going).

You print letters to the editor (free) that Joan W. Montagne
, Itwas good to see your small item onthe do not agree with your editorial policies, Bozeman, Mont.

Dear HCN, ,WapiandCratersoftheMoonlavaflowsin You accept donations from God lp-lowswho, .' . <: .. " ' ..
I am a recent reader of your important . I~iL' (1022 761 I atte ded i ~fth fi ,,' '. ,. " '. " , .. , ',. . E"UAL TJ)\lf,:

• I .•. WUIO - ~ '. ~ 9-~ one\o. e lye ~MYJGod. allow the opposition to help pay _" _~- , '''.;,'.......;........'~ . ., -v«:
newsletter and ma"."ortWl'(lehavecometo publie hearings on the Great Rift proposal' your''freighe;'"dd' whatever"Pi!iW<do the :IJea\''f,gll <:ouiitr~i :N,ews:· "f' d' :,.':".,
lean on you for environmental news. . for the area. Only seven people attended publication that those ads helptopay for to . 'One approach you might consider is

Recently. at. a Green & YamP!' rlv,er the hearing, along with five BLM people. supplement space lost for features, etc.,' 1.0 equal time. Some magazines and newspap•
meetmg we naturally gave the Bureau of Andy Gibbs has done an excellent job on ads taken, and let 'er rip! ers have recently been accepting public in
Outdoor Recreatloo trouble for not sendmg the plan. It's too bad that more people But please, please, never again talk terest advertising, the way the 'electronic'
out eonces of the meetmg enough days m aren't interestecfin what happens to some censorship! Granted that some ads (this media accept public service ads, Thus,
advance. ~ome mentron"1! they ~ead ahou!: of the most unique lands in the US. political year in Colorado displays some when you had a paid ad on a subject you
the meeting m HCN's .BUllet~ Board beautiful examples) are not entirely honest take issue with, you could solicit a "re-
and managed to make It. That •. reason Debby H. Cookingham in their approach, but surely editorial arid sponse ad" from an interest group which
enough for me to get your great paper. Hailey, Idaho news departments can offset such bias by favors the other side. This might increase

setting the record straight, when nece8- the size of the paper, but would Iead'to
sary. balll1!ced advertising.
. 1not only believe in adverti~ing and in'
freedom of the press, but I helieve we all Gerald H. Meral
have an 'obligation to exercise fairness in Fair Oaks, Calif.
our operations concerning both. .,

POWEUJ: DEVOl'ED TO
DEVELoPMENT

DearHCN:.
Yoitrreeentser.iesonMI\iorJohn, Wesley

Powell by Peter Wild was interesting al-
though misleading on the role of Powell's
influence on the development of the West.
Powell's rePQrt ArId Lands' significance
lies more in its remarkable prescience .j CENSOR
ahout modem developmental attitudes to- FOR SHAME! Dear HCN:
ward tile West rather thon-.....an early eSp- . Dear HCN, This is_in response to.your question rs-
ousa! of environmentali!RD. Rather than' Even before I finished. reading your garding objectionable ads,
being a conservationist, POwell actually editorial message and found the'invitation I think ads should be censored in HCN
conies olf in tlte report as a rational advo- for reader opinion concerning censorship of (tho Iagree with the policy of the Straight
cate of development, sounding very much ads (Oct. 22 issue), I had decided to write to Ck. Journal also!). I do think Tom Bell's
like his modern counterparts in the Corps you on this issue. It's a darnedseriousone, I approach was certainly "pure" but un-
of Engineers (althoUgh plainspoken>. believe. realistic in this "cut-throat"worllI. Are yOu

Throughout the book Powell call1lfor the I have never understood, first of all, the having a hard til)le finding advertisers
constructionofhighmountain valley darns idea that any publication is "pure" for not that have philosophieS similar to those of
for storage of "waste water," ie. spring accepting advertising.l do not understatid HCN?IfBO,I canseewhyyou are tempted. ANTI.ENVmONMENTALISTS
runoff C'Tbe greater st<rsge of water must the fear that any publication might some- But I subscribe to HCN not to read arti· INVADE
come from the constructioo of great reser- how appear to he compromised for accept., cles and ads counter to my philosophy. Dear HCN:
vo\rs in the highlands where lateral val· ingadvertising at all, and certainly not for'. HCN is a "prodder," for me to get off my I don't think that an environmental
loys may be dammed and the mainstreams accepting advertising that doe~not agre. duff etC. and Do something. I don't want newspaper should have. anti,.
oonducted into them byesnals."l, the eIi- with itsedit<rial policies. . to read ads directly counter to my thinking enviroomental ads. ~ .
versionofriversfrom their natural eourses Fo" shame, that you should even in the only true environmental newspaper Anti-environmentalists have. invaded

. toprovideflli'grandirrigatiooprqects,un-. 'cOll8ider'cen80ring ads! It also seems Iknow.lcanreadth_8dsinthemoming every other newspaper. Let'skeep HC~"·.',
limited cutting of timber from forEBta, the, foo\itih to try to dist'~ish between the edition !,very day. iwant to !;ead HCN .pure. '.'._
erw\icaf;ian of m.u- from tho8e forests "b1acl<," "white," or 'grey" area ads. Ifonly : news. and editorial.. I have written to a
(they ....... responsibte for delItruc:tive praetically '!P""lring. lhatofilBOlfbecomes couple of ,lIOuradvertisel'8 - the current Martie Crane
f..... ltresl, .e opeI\ing of iron, 1lO1d,. a CI1lIof wanDS. Either ,lIOullCOOPt_ads ads complement tJ,..news stories. C8Il(ler, ytyo.
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GET OFF THE FOOZBALL

To the editors:
Ed Abbey, occasionally accused of ex-

eese, in my opinion was mild and generous
in his essay describing the dehasal of Tel-
luride, .Colo. I believe it might he argued
that J. T. Zoline's ski resort has fostered

"some beneficial renewal atTelluride; how-
ever 'as the plague of tscky alien condos
festers in the valley, it is clear a point of
dintinishing returns was reached long ago.

Now the destiny ofTeHuride lies with its
residents. They havesecured planning and
architectual regulations, but as one resi-
dent explained to me last month, "Tel-
luride Companyseems to get their prqjects
approved-with no trouble." She articulated

, her suspicions of graft and corruption. Dur-
ing the course of our conversation, another
up-ended matchbox condo sprang forth,
liks a hulking mushroom in the meadow
west of town. -

As outsiders, about the only positive ac-
tion avail ali le, aside from refraining from

.buying ski passes and ranchos, might be
writing the local newspaper (Telluride -
Tintes, zip 81435) and hopefully stirring
up ..interest in things more enduring than
hang gliders and foozball.

Rob Tbompson _
Salt Lake City, Utah

LEANS ON US

\

Janet Goodnoe
Boulder, C';lo:

silver, and coal mines _(''there is a great
abundance of lignite coals that may he
cheaply mined."), and ''the development of
the agricultural and mineral resources and
the establishment of manufactories," Con-
trary to the romantic fantasies of environ-
mentalists, whose -imaginations have un-
derstandably been captured by Powell's
remarkable journey down the .Green and
Colorado Rivers, Powell would 'have ap-
plauded the Glen Canyon dam concept.

Powell's real contribution was in his un-
derstanding of the agricultural uses to
which the semi-arid. range could best be
used, and in his recognition end apprecia-
tion of the importance of the dry-year wet-
year cycle.

David Alberswerth
Glendive, Mont.

Peter Wild's reply:
Powell was for certain development, no

doubt, as the article in its discussion of his
proposals for revision of homestead prac-
tices clearlystates. However, to compare
his thinking to that of the Corps of En-
gineers, or to say that he, "... would have-
applauded the Glen Canyon dam concept," 1

is quite a leap.
To carry the argument a bit further,

Powell indeed pointed to the West's vast
mineral resources. Does the. writer of the
letter then suggest that Powell would have
praised current methods of strip mining?

The nub of the matter is that Powell was
interested in promoting long-term ste-
wardship - precisely the reason why con-
gressmen representing the, Western exp-
loiters tried to shout him down, If powell
could come back today he would be hor-
rified at our misuse of the land.

-LAVA LOVER
Dear HCN,

AD POLICY ADVICE
Editors' note: The following let-

ters are a few of the ones we JOe.

ceived advising usaboutaccepling
anti .. nvironmental ads. The Dear
Friends column on page 16 of the
last issue details the problem. We
welcome more reader input to help

;us make this tough'decisiolL

Again, I know HCN can use the advertis-
ing $ and itis denying the advertisers free-
dom to print what they want, but this
cheapens your newspaper if allowed, Yes,
continue censoring ads.

. Joyce Jorgensen
Publisher and Editor,
Ouray CountY Plaindealer

KEEP SHEETS CLEAN
Frierids, _

One is known I;>ythe company one.keeps.
I certainly judge Iimagazine or newspaper,
unconsciously perhaps, by the advertising .
they!Uni it seems a signofthejr "policy:",I
would not like to see. the image of HCN ..
tarnished in this fashion. .

App.eciate having !in opportunity to
comment in tl:tis prol;>lein.HCN is a very
important sour~ ofinfonnation to me and
keeping its sheets clean, so to speak, gives.
stature to its reporting.

Doris Milner
Hamilton, Mont.

~.'. ' ."
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Editorials..,

Get your mind in the gutter

•

Ever since the Adolph Coors Co. started times faster than the oombined growth of
· putting its brew in aluminum cans, the all other metals, according to·the U.S .

..". roadsides of the Rocky Mountain West Bureau of Mines.
"ave been a major potential domestic And why doweneed all this aluminum?
source of aluminum ore. For Coors cans? For TV dinner trays?

The United States now imports about This outlandish demand for aluminum
90% of its bauxite to make aluminum - a .only compounds our energy predicament,
very insecure position to those worried since ~uminum'rerming is tremendously
about mineral independence andinterna- energy·cons.ilmptive. We bu ild our
tiona! balance of payments. In 1974 the . aluminum plants along the Columbia
major bauxite exporting nations took a River and in the Tennessee Valley where
hint from OPEC and set up theInterna- cheap; clean, plentiful hydroelectric power
tional Bsuxite Association - a move in- is available. Then we build new coal 8nd
spired by the Arab oil embargo. nuclear plants in these same areas to meet

But as .the major bauxite producing new demand because the 8Juminum plants
· countries plot to curtail our supply of are using up all the hydropower.
aluminum C8l)S- possibly creating hour- It's absurd. No, we can't endorse a new
long lines at the nation's liquor stores and a mine just because it's relatively clean, and
beer rationing program - our national relatively well planned,and other sources
mind is not in the gutter designing ways to of the mineral seem insecure,
retrieve discarded Coors cans. Instead, de- We,must also ask if there is a real need
velopers have come up with a plan to strip (not demand, need) for the mineral to he
mine mountains in Southwestern Utah to extracted. I
extract a new source of aluminum - elu- . The road to energy and mineral inde-
nite. pendence sbould not be a one-way route of

At first glance, the alunite development ever-expanding domestic supply to meet
proposalfor near Milford, Utah, by Alumet every demand. That route is a dead end _
looks acceptable. Alumet promises not to ending in environmental ruin and mineral

. pollute the local air too severely. 'I'he land. bankruptcy. The route we must take if we
- that will be mined is far from spectacular. are to survive is one that never ends _ a
There doesn't appear' to be an endangered circular route.' .
species living in sight of the place. The AIdo Leopold used to tell the story of the
towns nearby will exper ience explosive Round. River - a Wisconsin river that
growth, hut the residents seem to relish the flowed into itself"and thus sped around
idea. and around in a never-ending circuit." .. ' . "

So why not endorse thi'l-p~oject? Whynot .Paul' BlinylU). 'discovered it, . lind· flo.ded ., ._-A,L~ ~~ Sl'l'E?,U!l'.80lution may be geItIng OlD" natlenal minda
prove that eIiWMm'lrital~s_ c!l'1 be for ··malilT ;; i'!lt dOwnh,~ini ioI;eopold's ;.,.'·'R ~'fcl~ 8J!,fte"-~.retrleve 8IICIldiscarded aluminum supPlies lUidreevalnat-
something iiiSteiiii iif'8'i!iiirisV.;%i~jj1i\g? '''~f06.-"The' cUiT;IDi is the str";;'; of energy ., ina' our ftneeds" for Ille metaL

Why? Because ifwe open this mine with- which flows out of the soil into plants, ro . bl' DRV .
• 'out first addressing our wasteful use. of th~ce into animals, thence. back. in~ the Jmeta e wrong on ,.,egs
= . alummum and other valuable finite mm- soil m a never-ending CU'CUltof life, exp_ . .

erals wejust hasten the day when we'll run lained Leopold. .
. outofbauxite,andalumte, and every other .. We must learn the art of bur ling down
conceivable substitute. the Round River. Conservation, recycliDg,

The UnitedStates, \\'ith only five per and reuse should alwoys be our fll'llt ap-
cent of the world's population, consumes preach to natural resource supply prob-
one-third of the world's aluminum. In re- leriIS.Let's mine the dumps, not the moun.
cent yeats the U.S. growth rate of con- taios. .
sumption or-aluminum has'been three -BH

'I'he Bureau ·of Outdoor Recreation aaborttimeperiod,suchasoneyear. using
(BOR) recently released a draft en.viron- all three designatioris. This interim pro- •
men,tal impact statement (EIS) coi>.taining . cess would mean making preliminary
_sals which could determine to what. judgment. based on somewhat limited
degree two·thirda of our public lands are knowledge. However, any errors modedur.
permitted to be free Ii-om mechanized in· ing this peried could be COirected in the
trusions. Sodly, BOR has .chosen to allow f'maI designatilll1 after more intensive
potentially irreversible environmental study. _----::=======~-~--::=:-:=:"::::::::_:::=7=damages to occur even though they' could If any errors of judgment are mode, let

· between 1972 and 1!n4? In.additim I will be avoided or lessened by alte~ative them be on the side ofpnividing too much
be glad to donate another $10 to the cause .measures. -, protection instead of too little. Decisions
'of printing if you say in your editorials that 'I'be EIS was written with responsible are reversible. The di.sfnlction of our land
you need it. I am Sure that fam oot alone in motives in mind - to regulateoff-road veh· .is not:
domg this.. icles (ORVs) on all public lands, p8rtieu-

A comment on Edward Abbey. Although lady on those managed by the B~u.of
I think he is correct-in what he says, I'm Land Management (ELM). .
afraid that if you employ him more than 'I'he useofthese machines has frequently
occasionally for-a news-feature story, you been aS80ciated with excessive noise,
will gain a rePutation like the Sierra Club. harassed wildlife, il\iured and destroyed
Most of the· feature stories are well re- vegetation; trail and stream bank erooion,-
se"I'Ched, full of facts,· Carefully written, and litter.
and they' 'coine across as strong pieces of BOR proposes a fair solution - de8ig. .
competent journalism.. nale all BLM lands as either open, open

with regulations, orclOBed toORV use. Itis
S. R. Skaggs BOR's timetable that WOrries us. The In.
Sante Fe, NM. terior Department is given until 1987 to

make these deaignations. Unfortunately,
until a deoignatim is mode; the undesig-
nated lands would be open and vulnerable
to these machines.

'I'he E[13itself acknowledges, "On those '
land. that are held in undesignated ~tuo
for extended periods, there will be some
irretrievllble loeses of unique geological,
archaeological, historic, cultural, and bie-
,tie resources." "
• One alternative to this decision'has been
offered by the National Parks and Conser-
vation Association (NPCAl. \t sullliests
that the Department of Interior issue in.
terim designations of all!lLM lands within

Mare.tatters
oTHER pEoPLE HAVE THE BUCKS

Dear HCN,'
Re: the question ,of whQSe' advertising

dollars should you accept. From the point of
view ora reader V(~osees many of the «reg-
ular" press which ,contains ads like the one .
pn returnable beverage coritainers, Il"lUld
rather you leave them out of ~ur-PJ.per.
Why? Well I see enough of them in the
daily papers, and Itske HCN so that Ican
see the other side of the story. Examine for
you\-self the side of the issue that you sup-
port and look in Rocky Mountain l'j,ews.
Denver Post. or others and count the ad.
vertising for the conservatim side. It's al-

•

most zero, bec81lse.the other people have.
\he bucks. I read )Uur stories to fInd out

~ how one-sided the issues that receive such
wide circulation really are.

If)Uu need more money to keep going,
raise the subscription rate a couple' of
bucks. Do you realize that I am Jll1.y1ng in
1976 the same as I paid in 1971 when I ffi-st

,started subscril>ing? AIsodo you realize
that prices of everything (nearly) doubled

Published biweekly at 140 N. Seventh St.. Lander,
Wyo. 8262fJ. Telepoone 307-332-4877. Second ctall8
postege paid at Lander.

SKI ADS OBJECTIONABLE
Dear HCN: ,-

I, am opposed to ll\l "occasional" objec.
tionable ad in HcN: and would oppose ads
from pro-nuclear advocates, subdividers,
and yes, too, large commercial ski r_

Sally Witzel'
. Sheridan, W)U.

Publisher ... Thomas A. Ben
Managing Editor .. Joan Nice
News Editor Bruce Hamilton
Aasoc::iate Editor Muiane Ambler
Offioe Manapr Mary Margaret Davia
Advertising Manspr Augud DaileI'
Circulation Maneaer Georgia Nations
Editorial AEistant Sarah Doll
Editorial Auil.tmt Mark Peterson
Design ConlUltant JeffNY,ClM$,

Su..rlption rate $10.00
• SiDIJe copyrate 40 cents

Material published in fIiIh C4Kudry Ne ... may
be reprinted without permisaion unlelB .It lB.
copyrigbtBI. Pfoper eredit ahould b,- given to RJch
Couaby New&, Box K. Lander Wyo. 82620.- COn·
tributioD8 (manUBCriptsl;photm. artWork I will be
welcomed with the understanJ:m, that thnditon
cannot be held hfponsible fur to. or damap. Ani-
c:l. and lettera will be published artd edited at the
diecretim. of the editors. To.end asample~y to •
friend. send UB his Or her acldnE. ~

BoxK, ~er. WYOming 82620

. I

I



4-High Country News - Nov. 5, 1976. "

Uranium. • •
(emtinued.fran page 1)

and IlOtteD ~ tostarta one-year test
p~, .' .
The company, W,.,miDg MiDeral C«p>.

ration, is a subsidiary of WestilIghouse"
"which supPlies nuclear plants _ the

country wilb fuel.
W,.,ming Mineral bas asksd for and re-

ceived one-year permission to Qline for 7

....... uranium in a sevt!Il-snd·a·hslf mile site .
some 60 miles east of Greeley, Dear the
small tOwn of Grover. ' '

- Att.8C6ed:toitspsrmitsarealistofcondi_
ti .... an arm'sll!Dgth leng, detailing every-
thinilfrom whatkind oI"equipnllltshsil be
U88d to how often water ssmplsS' shsll be
taken. -
Part of the reason fOl'.1It.edetsiled Set of

conditions is the newness of the technol.,gy
chosen by Wyuming Mineral. The compeny
plsns to try in situ mining, also called solu-
tion minmg. Thisprocess utili .... a seriesof
injection and recovsrywells through. which
chemicals are pumped todiasolveuranium.
Once dilllOlved, it is extr""tIld and coneen-
-trated at the site of the operation and ship·
ped off for further processing. No mine
shafts or surface mine pits are involved.
. Solution mining obviously has environ-
IDlIltal advantages over strip mining be-
cause very small amounts of land surface
are disturbed.
But the main problem with solution Inin-,

ingis that the drilling ofholes could cause
a disturbance of-water tables.
"I live close to tluit area (the ares to be

mined)" Weld C-ounty Planning Commjs-
sioo member Chuck Charlson told W,.,m-
ing Mineral. "The surface water is very

_. - ~ ...~ .. , "."!' (" -, ",,, <', ,
... - ... , - • - •.• ~ - < ~

,..,... ,. ,4.

,.

MORE 'l'IIAN MEETS THE EYE. Tbil Pawnee National Grasslands are'of
more than ecological and agricultural interest. Wyoming Minerai, a sub-
sidiary of Westinghouse, plans to try soljltion mining to extract uranium
here. The pr""ess involves pumping a chemicid into the ground which will
carry uranium to the .surface at another pumping site.

.' Photo by Kathy Kaiser

< important to ranch. country, very impor-
tant for our livestock. After you guys are
gone, we've got to keep going." " .
"People are not after you," he said, "but

the' people before you who didn't ade-
quately plug the holes. "
Not everyone is so ready to except

Wyoming Mine~al from the list of'past of-
fenders. The Weld County Agricultural
Council, an organizaticn of ranchers and

HOLE .PLUGGED, BUT •• ; Doris Williamii and her SOD, Lane, tool!: an HeN
reporter out in the field to show her how the, urani_ exploraU"n com.
panies had left her land. This hOie was plu/llred at the top with a couple of
feet of dirt, but the hole extends over iI60 feet into the'earth. wnliains fears
possible groundwater "onteminamn. Photo by Katby Kaiser

Une,Refetence T~ un·

. '. " ~.
"O;.J , ,.~ t" ," "" •

But the larger question is one-ofrespon-
sibilio/. While roWERCO has made the
holes, it is Wyoming Mineral which asks
for the permit and must show the govern:
moot agencies it comes before that it is
responsible and capable, not POWERCO.
, William Eisenbarth, manager ofli..,,;s~
ing and ,safety for Wyoming Mineral, says .
bluntly that exploration and acquiring,

. , mineral rights is not Wyoming Mineral's
responsibility. Vet he admits that if a cor-
'poration is to do well, it must perform well ,
in the public eye.
But, "if you were to go and look at the

farmers, voted unanimously to,encourage~ws, the laws don't cover in detail what
the Weld County Commissioners not to 'they (lite ranchers) don't like going on. The
grant a permit. fact that a lot of people are unhappy with it.
Speaking at a planning commission doesn't change the law," he said.

hearing, Norm Brown of the agricultural
The county and several energy com-council said .•"We could lose our-water; we

could lose our ranches. The.permit should panies drilling in the area have met to for-
be denied unless we are certain we have mulate laws to cover local concerns, Eisen-

barth said. He also had a copy of a letter
adequate safeguards." signed by the preSill,mt of POWERCO toThere have been unconfirmed reports of

. landowners in, Weld County, dsted Aug. '
water :wells suddeoly gomg dry ,~d water 24 '11176 rOd' to lu holes that a
becommghardorrustyaftermmmgactiv_ ' ,p .gmg p g
it had t'illn lacli'flilirb '.' ,'CA',; ~ l~" .landowner notified th.e.mab?ut. • ~,
YD . Will' p.. "h" ·th

Y
h"'o <""_~C"' """a"iilVl'w'''1Y''''''"''''.'''''''H'''ta"'te'' "HIlteuOMS' 'lams,~ OWl erSOn.LICiUe, 10 ~ a water~n~Je,..the,s . wa" ~~

runs a 3,OOO-acre ranch near Grover, feels' resources department requires $25 a hole,
. the problem is not onl)' water, but also the and if you don't fmd water, you have to
company's attitude. "'!'hey have this at- 'replace lite hole with cement so water
titude of 'Just try and stop us: " she says. doesn't contsm~ate other wells, Williams
"It was on Mother's Day (1976) that said. Yet for drilling ollter kinds of holes,

Power Resources stakt9 a hole, put a red. such as uranium holes, ~ere is no such
tag on the gate, brought out a drilling rig requirement. Procedures for cawing holes
and were going to stake it out," Williams are outlined in Wyoming Minerals' per-
relatlld. "I told them 'I still have the shot- mits, however.
gun' 8I)-d that's the onlyllting that keeps The other thing that hothers ranchers is
them off." the companies coming on ilieir land with.
Power Resources, Cortnration .(POW· out. ask!ng permission or notifying them .

.ERCO) is a partner with Wyoming Min- Williams said one rancher was ordered off
eral. POWERCO drills and arrange. 'for his own land when he asked one such com-
leases, while Wyoming Mineral gets the pany what they were doing.
pennit, does the testing, and, if that proves In a letter to the county commissioners
successful, goes on with full development. tile Greeley Committee on the Environ-
POWERCO has a 20% interest in, the oper- ment states, "It,has been the experience of
ation if all phases are completlld.
POWERCO is also said to be part of the

problem that has plagued residents of the
area for the last five years: lite holes left
uncovered, the huge rigs that~carve tracks
on the land, and the disruption caused by
such activity.
Despite assertions from the company

that they, were' covering the holes, a·survey
of old drilling hole. around Williams'
ranch revealed many holes either left un-
covered or fIlled in only to a depth of two
feet or so. ' j
Driving around in a truck with her son,

Lane, Willianls pointlld 'out various old
holes and explained which exploration out-
fit had made them, and how long they had
been there. Though some of lite holes were
Getty Oil's (which had done exploratim
1(VOrkin that ares around tW3, according
to Williams), many of them were clearly
marked "POWERCO,"
, One hole that lite Willi';""". dug up liad.
been filled with dirt extending maybe- a
foot down and underneath was a plastic
frisbee-shaped covering which held the dirt
ahove it up. Below that, by Williams'

, ,.. . ';'".
., ~'" • '(', >'1,-'" ~4 , .- ,. If" , (. _-!

measuring, the hole extended some 264
. feet. '." '

Lane said he' had cbeckedsome 30 holes
00 a random basis, in that area and none
heel been tillCl;lbelow the one- or two-foot
level. The numher aCholes in Weld County

, caU88dby uranium mining e,g,loratii>n has
been estimated at 700. .
Besides the problem of disturbing un-

derground water, there is concern 'about
cattle falling into the holes. Williams isiD
also worried about the water being con-
taminated by some sortof an accident, like
atruckwith chemicals crashing near one of
. lite holes, many of which are alongside the
highway. -

WHO'SRESPONSffiLE,'

"I told them 'I still have
the shotgun' and t4at's the
only thing .that keeps
them off."

,
the ranchers that the' drillers get 10st
r.ather too often, and strangely ave found on
private land when they lItought they were
on school land, etc. Several ranchers have
hOOto post lItemselves,at all exits from a
field in order to catch a driller on their
land, so as to establish the damsge, ridicul-
ously small as, it is."
AlSo, a lot of ranchers bought their land

from someone el'lC w!>ohad sold the min-
eral rights. "I never got a solitary penny,"
Williams says. The mineral rights were
sold.or bought by the I!revious owner, yet
the present owner must contend willt the
disruption caused by the energy company.
Much of the drilling, for uranium luis

gone on on the F'awnee National Grass.

,

•
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lands, land set aside by the federal gov- away from the site to pass an electrical
ernmentin 1007. Here.yellow dirt patehas current, a phenomena called increased
where mud has been piled around drilling conductivity, may be a sign of another
hole. mark old drilling activity. From such problem. Korth says it: may mean that
a spot, trecks cross the grasslands almost chemicals are traveling away from the
as far 88 the eye can see. mine site.
Stuart Adams, regional' director ofPaw- Eisenbarth said he doesn't believe there

neeNationalGrassland •• aidhehasn'thad i~ increased conductivity because the
any problems with drillers for the last. state'sdata was insufficient to show what
th~ee y~s.. .' . '. 'the conductivity was in the first, place.

'Wyommg Mmeral ,. still working out That is one of, the points in ·the set of
there. I just checked their hole. yesterday conditions imposed by the Colorado Water

. and there is no problem," he says. QualitY Commission.
.Mi? Adam. maintains that the advsntages "Prior to 'the injection of chemicals,
• anddiasdvsntages o( such mining have to water quality cru.rllcte'rizationS shall be

beweigbed tq:ether. "We have a thousand established for the mineralization zone EnVironmentalists g.... rally don't pay
acres here," he says, and the amount. of the fIr.toverlying, the first underlYing and too much attention to labor union. and
land used for drilling is small. "If there's a the Laramie-Fox Hills aqUifers and for all' labor organizing struagles, except for the
serious problem, then we ask them to'come monitor wells," the permit reads. purpose of "coalesc;ing" for lobbying or
back (and clesn it up), but this country's The waterquality'commission is requir- other. political activity. But, .there is cur-
pretty darn tough. If we're patient, the' ing a bond: $5,000 for surface restoration renfly a~truggle in the weSt for represen- .
vegetation will come back." . . (in addition to water restoration) and a fee, tation of miners by labor unions that d...

which has not been established,' for each serves a lot more attention than it's get-
hole drilled by Wyoming Mineral. Restora- .ting. The main players in ~ .tmgle are

- tion include. removing all equipmentfrom the United Mine Workers of America, the
Inorder to get Permission to do test min. the site, all wells in compliance with the coal operators, the Operating Engineers

ing,Wyoming Mineral had to get a subsur-. department of health and-or stat,e Union, and a host oflocalunions.
face disposal permit from' the Colorado engineer's requirements, and the ~ite There has been an effurtin the western
Water Quality Commission and a special leveled and' seeded according to reeom- coal field. to break the power of the
use permit-from Weld County. .' menda tions from the Soil Conservation UMWA. The effort has been led by AMAX
. In addition, an operator's notice ofactiv- Service. Coal, which refused to sign a contract with
ity was filed with the Colorado Buresuof Weld County also stated in ita permit the UMWAbased on the agreement in the
Mines' and 'Reclamation; a radioactive . that Wyoming Mineral must show clear East between the Bituminous Coal
materials license application with the Col- evidence that the aquifer has been restored Operators Association, the operators' ·bar-
orado Department of Health; and a water' before Weld County will consider any gaining agent, and the UMWA. Ostensi-
well permit from the State Engineer's of- further development or test pennits. bly, AMAX wanted to .ign a "western fon-
fice. , . . I tract" to cover the unique conditions in the
The water quality commission meeting CANT LIVE WITH REGS West. The end result, however, will proba-

to consider Wyoming Mineral's permit bly be the breilkingofthe UMWA at the
lasted seven hours. The permit was given Unlike Texas, the Colorado he81th de- AMAX mine. near Gillette, Wyo.
contingent on a set ofconditioliswhich took partmentdoesnothavethemanpower(and The UMWA isn't a favorite of coal
Wyoming Mineral and the state health de- Weld County doesn't have the expertise) to operators. The union baa a reputation for
partment at least a month to work out. m?nitor Wyoming M~eral's test. opera. volatility, unpredictability, and general
The Weld County Planning Commission tions. So an elaborate set of safeguards has nsglectofthe terms of their coritract. In the

went through similarly lengthy proceed- been set up by the state health department East, wildcat strikes, idling thOl1SllIldsof
ings before it issued its special use permit. and Weld County, much ~o the dismay of workers, spread qnickly, resulting in CllDl-

Eisenbarth. pany loss of millions of dollsrs.
NEW TECHNOLOGY "T~re's no way we can live with these The UMWA also bas a recent history of

. , ",'. ,iE·... ;'0. ...•• l" .. ·.,,·~r,regulations," Eiflenbarth says" He con. internal)!trge, emj!llCed by the murder of'
.?':"'.?f.&er~nsf?rth\;e:xJ;etiSiy ..work tend's the stand'8rds leave no -room for pre.i1leD'tiliic ....mcJate Jock Yablonski

on the pennl~ IS the newness of solution; error. tlIfweareone or two days late (with during one ejection and the current dis-
mining technolq:y. No one really knows if required samples) it11bean excuse to close satisfaction with President Arno,ldMiller.
water leaching will take place, or if there us down," he said.
will be a build·up of chemicals in the "We've 'bad more trouble with this than
ground,. or if those chemicals could prove anywhere. With the NRC (Nuclear Reg.
harmful. ulatory Commission) we just sailed
Ammonium bicarbonate is pumped through; we made o.ur presentation and

down to put the uranium In solution; hyd- they acted on it."
ragen peroxide is used to oxygenate it and Eisenbarth also charged that the Weld
bring it hsck up. Some BOO gallons ofwater County Planning staffwasoverstepping its
a minute are pumped in and'outagain with bounds' by including regulatiOn. for sub.
the chemicals. One of the problems addres- I surface procedures in the permit~ some-
sed in the conditions attached to the per· thing which he says is supposed tobe under
mits is how to restore that water and how the juristliction of the water quality com-
.you figure out what to restore it to after mission.
Wyoming Mineral is through with it. But Gary Fortner, staff directOr, doesn't
The conditions are supposed toalso 9)lve agree. "The rancher.s and farmers are

some of the problems discovered in Wyom- heavily reliant on the gr.oundwater; any
ing Mineral's existing in situ uranium op- disturbance in the water will affect the
erations. One inKaycee, Wyo., isin the test' farmers and ranchers. This is a legitimate
~tage. A large operation in Bruni, Texas is ' interest of the county. We want to back up
In the full development stage. the state regulations."
The Texas operation is monitored by a ' "Somewhere, somebexlyhas to have faith

spot check once or twice. a week by the ip. what we're doing," Eisenbarth says.
Texas health department and water qual- "We're not asking togo out there and mine
ity board. Jeff Korth of the water quality the hen outofthe land, wejust want to test.
board, said the Bruni operation has been- All the questions you raised will be ans~
shut down a couple of times. wered by the test; if you don't allow us this,
Once, when the solutions being pumped someone else will get out there and strip

back up were not what was expected, it was mine and then you will have no· aquifer."
discovered that solution was escaping up- The threat of strip mining is not an #en-
ward intO a zone abpve the mineralized tirely idl~ one. Eisenbarth sa~ privately
zone. , that at some point when mining uranium,
Korth said they lowered the injection itbecomesmoreeconomicalandefficientto

rates and'the problem took care ofilself. strip mine. Thatpoint depends on.thequal.
(Eisenbarth remembers this differently: he' ity; the quantity, and the price of uranium,
said the problem was that the solution was to name a few factors. ,
leaking because of old injection wells And" if that happens, Weld County resi-
which hadn't been properly capped' that dents will be faced with mote threats to
Wyoming Mineral did not know about be- their agricultural land. ~"., _."'.
cause there was no record of the holes.) " .• '":~ -: ---
Increased capability of )Vater samples -

.\
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LENGTHY PROCEEDINGS
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by D. Sawyer Whipple :All of this contributes to instability in the
coal ftelds. .
Nevertheless, ·the union's hold over

Eastern roal production i. impressive. A
I~ and bitter relationship between the
employer and miner has contributed to a
aenaeofsolilarity seldcm seen in other un-
.ions. One picket can clooe a mine and sev-
eral can start a wildcat strike that will idle
virtu81ly all Eastern produCtion.
Western miners don't have this strong

union tradition, and the UMW A, with a
pUSh from some of the operators, is losing
its 'toehold as an organizing force in the
West. At AMAX'. mine in Gillette, a rep-
resentation election. will he held shortly,
and few give the UMWA much chance to
win. The RosebJdcoal miners voted the
UMWA out as their bargaining agent not
long ago, and a similar struggle is begin-
ning at the Stanabury coal mine in. Rock
Springs, Wyo.'
'The meaning for Western coal develop-
ment is simple: Other things being-equal,
operators would rather open a mine in the
West than the East aince they don't have to
face the militant UMWA. In the West,
where the UMWA is weak, the operators
can deal with the leas volatile Operating
Engineers or a smal~ virtually poWerless
local union. Wages don't enter the picture
because, with the high productivity from
.trip mining in the West, Illbor costs are a
.mall frsction of operating costa
Labor problems aren't the only incentive

for locating nsw mines, of course, but they
carry .ignificant weight.
The UMWArecently voted down a resol·

ution at itsnational convention to launch a
mll,jor organlzingcampaign i~t1Ie West. By
<!.oingso, the union is weakening ita bar-
gaining position at. contract time in the
East and hastening the striwing of West-
ern coal.

"ItwDIDOtdotoleavealivedragonOllt
of your calculations, especially if you
live near him," - J.R.R. ToIkien, The
Hobbit. .
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Dave Wilson
a pen for preservation

It all adds up. Combine an artist with a
major in biology, stir in a concern for the
environment and you get an animal illus-
trator, says David wilson.
Wilson, whose work appears here, has

been drawing most of his life. The Flags-
taff, Ar~., artist enjoys the outdoors and
'wants to preserve it. When not busy with
High Country News illustrations, Wilson
enjoys "art, the Grand Canyon of the living
Colorado River, hiking, lr«;JC1< ~)imbing,.l
cross-country skiing, whitewater rafting,
conservation-ecology. 'I

Wilson "wouldn't mind making a living
selling art. n In the meantime, he gets into
the wilds as much as he can. He has been a
commercial river guide on tfie Colorado
River and has worked tn an outdoor-
.oriented experimental education program.

Wilson has been 'extremely generous
with both his work and his time. Not only
has he allowed us the use of the drawings t , ~ ~

on th~~.I?~~,~9ut;he.h1;\salBO SP~Atmany y, . 't ....'~~~ -..1
hours working on special il lustraticns for :;::',e,o,-----.,,_~. ~I t'
High Country News. _
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after the statisticians go home
dry, barren oounlry around Rock Springs.
Some do find amusement; however. They
wander out to local prairie. dog towns and
shoot for sport. A local wildlife expert, Dick
Randall, tells HeN thatthe area has lost
60% ofits prairie dog population in the.1ast
two years .. One day he went to .chSck on a
favorite prairie dog town. He foUnd instead
two young men with thctir rif'ies, who brag-
ged that they had each shot 74 prairie dOgs
the!e that day.

, j

A talk with Rock Springs resid~~s."

.The boom town -
Wheatland don't know what's going to .
happen," he- says, referring to another·
Wyoming town which is just beginning to
boom due to a new power plant under con-
stiuction~ .
Several people from Wheatlan<! cameto

visit the Rock Springs center in December
1974 to see what conditicns they could ex-'
peet. Grasso told them about the housing
situation in Rock Springs, where landlords
move older people out so they can attract
workers who can pay higher rents. The
senior citizens group serves as a political .
force, pressuring -government to provide-
low cost housing.
It also serves as a social-gathering place

in a town that is often criticized for not
Not surprisingly; many of the oldtimers providing recreational opportunities.

resent their town being painted as such an Grasso told the Wheatlan<! visitors that
undesirable place to live. "It makes my potluck dinners and meetings are always
blood boil when I read in the papers about 'held in the· afternoons. "We didn't worry
Rock Springs being such a bad place," one ; about getting out at night before, but with
man, who had lived in Rock Sprmgs since all this impact and all that, peoplejuat are
1923, tells HCN;"Thoee reporters come in afraid to get out, that's all," he says.
to write about pleasure houses, but they're
in other towns, too," he says.
Rock Springs has always had lots ofmin-

ers who were always fighting, his friend Newcomers. Riffraff.Outsiders.Nomat-
adds. Now, he says, "with all the riffraff," ter what adjeetive is applied, it's rarely
he admits it's worse. complimentary, and the construction
A woman at another card table at the workers and other "boomers" know:...they

Young at Heart Senior Citizen Center arenotwelcome-even if their dollars are.
adds, "It's the younger generation - the Terry is a cook in .oneof the compounds
outsiders. The majority ofthem would have for workers. His friend Joe is a technician.
problems wherever they went." Her grand. ~ "What do they think ofus?" Joe asks HCN.
son married a "home, town 'girl - thank But he quickly admits that he knows the
God for that-and then left RockSprings. people of Rock Springs look down upon
There's greener pastures - or so they newcomers like himself. ((Ican understand
think," she explains. how they feel - we're making lots of
She agrees that Rock Springs has been money and taking it all out;" he says. He's

unfairly treated. Her daughter-in-law left makiI)g $50,000 a year - more than he.
because she wanted "operas and stuff like could make anywhere else in the Country
that." She herself is content to come to the' -huthe plans to leave.soon. Hewon'ttake
senior citizen center.' every] af~w_oon to

l
,1a~l·tl'l1tt.moneywithtl)im;he'b~·ofspend-

play cards. "!t'sapastime,;adliiSa:gethat's iog $300 on alcoliol alone 'in one long
about all you're looking for," she says. ' weekend.' ~- ~
"Rock Springs is a friendly place. It's just "I've gone to work drunk," Terry tells the .
these newpeoplewhohave run allover this reporter, almost defiantly. ''I ""uldn't do
town," she sighs. - thatathomeinMich'igan."In Michigari,he
Jim Grasso, direetor of the center, sees . explains, he might not get another job. But

the problems of the elderly in a boom town in Rock Springs, the turnover rate is still so
as being more serious., "Those people at' high that when Terry asked his hoSs to fire

In sociology classes across the country,
students are reading about Rock Springs-
Wyoming's best known boom town. It has
become a symbol ofwhat happens to a town
when development hits suddenly, leaving

.( I, local officials unprepared. .",f Although Rock Springs is still growing,
most of the statisticians and, the reporters
have now gone home. How do the people
who remained see their town? HeN
chatted informally with some old timers,
teenagers, and newcomers to find out. '

TIlE OLDTIMERS

THE NEWCOMERS

V f

(,
TEENAGERS""" some advantages and some disadvantages. There are
more places to go. But the swimmmg pool is crowded and the competition
"horrible."

,

\., - ..
Nov. 5, '1976 - High'Country Newli-7

. THE TEENAGERs

For the kids in Rock Springs,. the worse
part eeems to be over. Two years ago they
.were going to school in four shifts. Lunch

,; '.lines went all the, way to 'the back of the,I lunchroom, and if you weren't there before
~ everyone else, there was no time to even
'. ,get through the whole line, a group of

teenagers told HCN.
Now the teenagers see some advantages

.8I!d some dissdvantages to living in the
town. "The stores used to be crappy; we're
final ly getting the things we needed," one
boy' said. 'There are more places to go."
"More girls." .
However, some of the teenagers see dis-

advantages to living- in the new Rock
Springs. The newcomers put pressure on
other students, including pressuring them
to use drugs. One boy says he's always en-

him, be says he balked. He has too much joyed gOing swimming and then walking to
touble keepingworkers. ~the show, .. hut his parents won't let him
Nonchalantly tossing a heer can to the go alone downtown anymore. Now when he

grouod as he talked, Terry says, "1 hate goes swinuning, it's 80 crowded, he "can't
this town." He complains bitterlyoftlle dry even move."
sagebrush, of the hostility that had re- The "competition in sports is horrible-
cently resulted in two .stabbings in the it'you're not really something, you might as
compound where he lives, of the constant well forget it," he says.
wind that blows dust off the desert into Showing compassion for the newcomers,
RoCkSprings, and of having nothing tc dd one girl told HCN,"Some of the kids figure
He claims he wouldn't consider littering in
his hOIJiestate, buthe'sjust biding his time'
here and doesn't care wnat he does to
Wyoming.

One thing he does enjoy is working on his
car, but managers of the company Com-
POuedwherehe lives have told him he can't
take it apart for extensive repairs in the that the ol1ly way to make friends is to be
parking'lot Beeause it's "too messy." He tough. Others are resl quiet ajUl only have -
stays at the compound because he pays two or three friends."
only $13.80 a week for room and board, Sitting in a circle around tlie reporter in
which'provides him 'with a narrow room 'the park, another boy added, "I feel sorry
just large Imough for a bed. Rules are strict; for their kids - theY just get somewhere
no female risitors are allowed. and they got to move."
'"There's nothing to do but get drunk. . .. . Asked whether the town was better or

.I've hearil there's gtlod hunting around worse since the />9om, the students had
here, butit takes a yesr togeta license,'and mixed feelings. "I don't know ... it .don't
I'll never stay that long," he ·ssys. \118tter to me," one boy said. "If I'd lived
Many newcomers from other parts of the here all '!'yJife,J-gueas I would say I wish it

country find nothing attractive about the hadn't."

OUTSIDERS. Construction workers
and other "boomers" know th~y.
aren't welcome in Rock !ilprings -
even if their dollars-are,
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Giant quart size hum·mingbird feeder with
8 feeding stations, 4 perches. and tough
bonle refillable without removing from
durable base. Best available - designed
and manufactured by aURO for exper·
iencei:t observers & happy hummers.FAEi;.
Quart supply of HUMMINGBIRD CIRCUS
NECTAR SUPPLEMENT with each feeder.
Help the little comedians get their
vitamins! ·Get enOl.!gh HuMMI'NGBI RD
CIRCUS SUPPLEMENT for 10 ~lIon~-~t
surgarade ... Used by aviaries and zoos.

HUMMINGBIRD C·IRCUS$9,95'PRERAID
5 02. jar SUPPLEMENT '.. 5.96 PREPAID
COMBINATION ... ~... "'..15.00 PREPAID,

ALL BURD PRODUCTS UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED!
SURD PRODUCTS - P.O. Box ~ F,. Grand Junction. Gal. 81501 _803I245M1616

EtJ2:.
~INGBPCIRCUS
. FEEDER

OR THE ALL NEW
WILD BIRD

~~~.

nd now a NEW unique seed feeder that
serves as a "truck-stop" fQr all those
winter-hungry blrdsl 'A 10-inch trans-
parent green globe m8t8U over 12 lbs. of
s(ted into clean white tray designed for
min,imum of waste. Circling equ_ator is
special removable black plastic bath which
resists but is not damaged by freezing..~A
bird-feeder ·FIRST and an exotic dec-
oradon for any yardl Mount on %-lnch
pipe or our speyial cat/squirrel-proof black
pole furnished asaccessory.

GIRCUS Seed feed~ , .. $39.96 PREPAID
Cat/SQuirrel-proOf pole .. 12.96 PREPAID
Combln8~ion of Both , .49.95 PREPAID

,
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Most local politicians saw so few problems
with development that they were hesitant to
plan for boom town conditions.

adverse impacts. Increased demands re- this project. The maier concern of conser-
suiting from the new population would vationists opposed to the Kaiparowits
leadtohousingshortsges,!,ackofgnodsand' coal-fired power plant in Southeastern
services, and a lower quality of life." Utah wasthat the proposed plant would
LANDDIS'I'URBANCE ..Themineand degrade the .airl<iUaIity. TheX:unitel de- '

processing plantwould damage 2,715 acres, velopment will a so degrade e ~ c e"'l~
, ofland, with lOss of wildlife habitat, cui. an:, but no one has raised any notIceabl~
tural resources, soil, vegetation, and land objections.
productivity resulting. The land involved "Unless someone has a specific interest
is an arid desert covered .with pinyon pine in preserving an area from development
and juniper at the higher elevations and and pollution you don't get Conflict," exp-
desert shrubs and grasses in the lower' lains BIM's Eberhard.
areas. Mtiledeer, pronghornante!ope,'wild The Kaiparowits project, which was fi-
, horses, mountain lions, and otherwildlife : nally dropped by the developers, would
frequ en t the site. have polluted national parks and primitive

, areas cherished by millions of Americans.
TACIT APPROVAL The aluniteprqject will pollute a littl ...

Environmentalists who have fought ,known and seldom used srea devoid of
. other m'lior development plans for South- spectacular scenery. The nearest park,
ern utah have expressed tacit approval of Cedar Breaks National Monument, is 58

I ' More details on
According to a popular song, the Big

Rock Candy Mountain wasa paradise with
cigarette trees, lemonade springs, and soda
water fountains. The real Big Rock Candy
Mountain is a mountain of alunite near
. Marysvale, Utah, accordingto Colorado
Business. The candy-colored pink and
white reeks are an alunite-quartz forma-
tion.
As early as World War I, alunite was,

mined around Marysvale. Miners were
after the potassium sulfate in the rock,
which was used to make gunpowder and
fertilizer:
Today, developers are looking at Utsh's

alunite for a number of valuable products,
About l00~ilessouthwestofthe Big Rock
Candy Mountain, 'the world's largest de-
posit of aJ unite has been discovered.

Alunite ~is a basi~ hydrous potassium
aluminum sulfate-KAl3 (OHl6 (804)2. In
its pure form it contains 3,7% alumina,
11.4% potash, 38.6% sulfur trioxide, and
13% water. ,
The developer, Alumet, plans to mine

four million tons of alunite per year from
an open pit mine. Inanadjacent processing
plant, powered by an on-site 75 megawatt
coal-rued power station, the ore will be dis-
solved in a caustic solution and the pro-
ducts selectively precipitated. In 'proces-
sing alunite there will be three main pro-
ducts - 500,000 tons of al umina per year,
370,000 tons of potassium sulfate fertilizer
.per year, and sulfuric acid. The sulfuric
acid will be combined with phosphate rock
from an Southeastern Idaho lease under
Alumet control to produce 1.7 million tons
of phosphate fertilizer per year. Up to
20,000 tons of aluminum fluoride will be
produced per year using products from the
alunite process and the phosphate fer-
tilizer plant. Aluminum fluoride isused in
the aluminum smelting industry.
Alumet plans call for hauling, in phos-

phate rock and hauling away al~nite and
phosphate. products by rail. The alumina
and the aluminum fluoride would be ship-
ped to al wninum refineries in other parts
of the country - probably the, Pacific
Northwest.
Aluminum refining consumes large

amounts of power and. would not be
economical in Southern Utah where only
expensive coal-fired }X)werwould be avail-
able. Existing refineries in the Pacific
Northwest and the Tennessee Valley use
cheap hydroelectric power. There is some
discussion of developing geothermal fields

the alunite plan I
north of Cedar City, Utah, near the prop-
osed alunite plant and using earth energy
to ~efine the aluminum. Alumet says it
cannot count on geothermal power being
developed, so it is making plans to ship the
alumina out of the region. .
The open pit mine will cover 240.acres

and a rock waste pile will cover 175 acres.

, SITE OF DEVELOPMENT. Alumet resident manager Harry Perry stands
atthe proposed mine site, map in hand. Behind him lies the Wab Wah Vall~y
where the processing plant, water wells, and tailings ponds will be located.

Alunite. alumina would be shipped' by rail to
another site for eventual refining and I

manufacture into aluminum products.• •
(continued from page 1) FEW NEGATIVE COMMENTS

Making aluminum from alunite is an in- Ernie Eherhard, a ItB. Bureau of Land
fant industry. The Russians have the Management official who helped put, out
world's only commercial alunite operation. the environmental imp8ct st.4teiTIent on
The U.S. has never pursued alunite de- the project, told HCN, "The only negative
velopment because no one believed this comment I've heard is, 'Why is it taking so
country had reserves rich enough to ,,!,ar- long to approve the project?' "
rant development. That myth was dis- A socio-economic survey prepared by
proved when some geologists from Golden, Lewis & Associates of Logan, Utsh, for
Colo., with a firm knownasEarth Sciences, Alumet substantiates Eberhard's conelu-
Inc., discovered what is now believed to be sion. Resultsof a survey in the two counties
the biggest alunite deposit in the world. which will experience socio-economic im-
The deposit is northwest of Cedar City in pact from the development (Beaver and
the remote Wah Wah Mo'untains. '. ealed h 'Iron Counties) rev t at 50"Ao of the
Earth Sciences has joined forces with respondents were "unconditionally. in

National Steel Corporation and Southwire favor" of development and another 47%
Company to develop the Utah alunite de- were generally in favor. Only three per.
posits, which are on public land. Thejoint cent were opposed to the project.
venture is called Alumet. Alumet has In the survey, local residents stressed
purchased the Russian alunite-to-alumina . the advantages of more job opportunities,
plant process and has tested it out at a pilot increased local business, and an incressed
plant in Golden. The consortium claims it tax base. When offered a' list of possible
has proven enough reserves at the Wah disadvantages, almost 50% of the respon-
Wah site to last for 40 years at a production dents answered that there wouldn't be any
rate o~500,000 tons of alumina per yea r. perceived disadvantages. Less than 25%of
Unproven reserves ..m ~~ same area could. those polled saw any problems occurring
boost the development s life to 200 years at such as increased crime, housing shor-
tt.e ~e r~ of production, accordmg to tages, overcrowding in schools, or en-
Aluniet resident manager Harry Perry: A vironmental pollution. "
production rate of 500,000 tons of alumma The environmental impact statement
per year would supply five per cent of the lists the following maier negative impacts:
1976U.s. demand for alumina, says Perry.
As well as alumina, the developers plan

to extract potassium-sulfate fertilizer,
aluminum fluoride, and sulfuric acid from
the alunite. The sulfuric acid will be us<.:I
to prod,uce p,oephate fertilizer - the ph",,·
phate rock being imported to the U~
plant complex from a mine in Idaho. The'

f)

Neither site will be reclaimed. Tailings
ponds will cover 1,250 acres.
Construction could start as early as next

year if the regulatory process goes
smoothly. A construction work force of
1,200 would be required for 42months. Op-
eration of the mine and plant would re-
quire 1,000 workers during the 25-year
project life.
The development is expected to bring in

4,500 new residents to the area. Most ofthe
new residents are expected to live in Mil-
ford In Beaver County. Milford population
could grow by as much as 30%annually for
the first few years of the construction
phase. Milford has about 1,500 residents
tooay. Most Beaver County residents are
presently involved in agriculture or ~mp-
loyed by the railroad.
Other PJssible domestic alternatives to

foreign bauxite include high-alumina
clays.,anorthosite, dawsonite, and laterite.
ALCOA ispilot testing recovering alumina
from coal mine wastes. Iowa State Univer-.' t~'
sity engineers are working on recovering
alumina from coal-fired power plantflyash
waste under a U.s. Energy Research and
Development Administration con-tr·act.
The al"nite operation proposed for Utah is
the development which has progressed the
farthest.

AIR QUALITY. "Atmospheric "mis-
sions of particulates, sulfur oxides, nit-
rogen. oxides, and fluorides WDJjldresult in
deterior.ation of air quality:"

SoCIO.ECONOMIC. "The resulting
boom town situation would be the cause of

Westand moretrilose than togain by opposing
alunite development. Lloyd Gordon

. Utah environmentalist
'.

. I
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Colorado Rural Housi!]9' Development.Corp.

tow-income families build' solar' homes
, , '

Inexpensive solar heating systems and
insulation may help make it possible for

.rnore low income families in Colorado to
~f~rd home ownership.
~ publicly-funded housing corporation is

advocating heavy insulation and a solar
system that can be built forfess than
$2,000. While increasing the inital costsof'
a home, thesemesBlireskeepmontJilyutil-
ity costs low, the firm says. This helps
make 'even the low-income home buyer a
good risk for a loan institution.

The firm, the Colorado Rural Housing
Development Corp., also teaches low-
income families how to do about one-third
of the construction wo~k on their homes
themselves.

This do-it-yourself, energy conservation
approach produc~Ba900-1,200 sq'uare foot,
partia~ly solar .heated home for about
$15',000. . ",'

Agusti» Puente; president of the
corporation's board ofdirectors, expects the'
solar systems to provide ahout one-half of
each home's heating needs. Formal testing
of the 12 solar homes the corporation has
helped to 'build in Milliken, Colo" will
begin this winter. , ,

The best wayto keep a 'utility bill low is
,to insulate, Puente says. The Milliken
houses have 6 inches of fiberglass insula:
lion in the walls and eight inches of cel-
lulose (which gives them an R valueof30)
in the ceilings. To make room for the insu-
la tion, the homes are framed, M'ith 2 x 6s

•

IMAGINE. Every famIJY on this block in MOm......Colo., Tbe effort ...... organized and dlrectec1 by the Calorado
has a well insulated solar heatecl hou .... Families did Rural Housing Devalopm..n.t Corp.
about one~thini of the ,coostruetion work them ... lve..

-,

I.

SOLAR WALL. This wall, mBde of 4-lnch concrete blocks,has yet to be
covered wi~twosheets of Kalw8ll fiberglass. When cOmplete, the wall is
expected toprovi!ie about 150% of the hsat .... eded ina well.insalated bou,",
in northeastern Colorado.

rather than 2 x 4s. Since the larger studs
,are stronger and can be placed wider' apart,
the amount of lumber required to build a
well-insuIBted house is no greater than for
a traditional house. The result is a very
tight structure - and much less heat 1068.

Testing of the homes this winter may
help the corporation over the first.hurd lein ...:::x.....;.....;_7""--==- __ .:- ...;.. -= ....::::::==!::!5;;;..
the promotion of its solar program. Since "
no data is available on the solar sysJ;ems' federal Community Services Administra- enough to be used or if" the backup furnace
perfcrmence, the Farmers Home 'Ad- tion.· is needed, andmakes the choice automati-
ministration will not yet include their, cost The Milliken homeowners have put, cally.
in its low interest loans to low income what Butch Beinborn of the corporation's The solar wall concept was developed for
families. Puente hopes that data gathered Greeley office calls, "sweat equity" into a house in the Freoch Pyrenees by Profe s-
this winter w'i1i change all that, bringing 'their homes - that is, 700-800 hours of sor Trombe and architect Jacques -Michel.

'the solar systems within the reach of many Iebor over a four to .six month period. The The corporation adapted the concept to
more low income families: The existing solar systems chosen by the housing eorpo- conventional U.s. homes with'thermos-
systems have been funded by grants from ration have proved to be no problem for Ibe tats. ,
the Colorado Division of Housing and the amateur builders. - Although Ray' Finney at the

The system is simple. It oonsistsof a ver- corpcrerton'e Brighton, Colo., office is
tical masonrywall covered hy two layers of proud that the hO!08sare tightly huilt and '
translucent material. There is no way to relatively inexpensive, he says, "We'retr:(-
storeheatdgring cloudy~ Wh8n the mg' -to tune up the machine so that ,we can

,.....~'sun-is ,.;If...;o..':..:t';.,,., th,"e-S6lar ,wan works. When~......... help even lower income faDillies. "'rbe av-
it isn't, it doesn't. Each house also hBs a erage family he serves earns about $7,500
natural gas backup furnace. a year.

Cold air from the house moves up from
the base of the wall, across the dark "Wewantto..,erural·communitiesslay
maaeary.to a hot. air plenum at the tq> of together. We're doing everything waean to
the wall. The warmed air is then blown come up with less expensive, mo"" energy
underneath the house 'through forced air efficient, leBS-in-neec!..,f-repsir housing so
floor registers .on demand.' we can ttuly serv,li ,loW-income people,"

The so.1arand the natural llllIl systenill, Finney says. .
work in, concert automatically. The For'moreinformationabouttheMilliken
hOllleowoer only has to set a thermostst. A hoines, contact Colorado Rural' Housing
thermometer near the solar wall deter- Development Corp., 1L9 Bridge St:, Brigh-
mineswhetherthesolarheatedairiswarm ton, Colo. 80601, (303)'659-1044.

"

THE STAFF. Butch Beinborn Oeft),prqjectdirectDr '" lhe Weld County Mlf
help off"lCe, and Alberto Dominguez, co~truCtiOD .... pervl8or fOl1"the
county, are optimistic' about the solar h_s they've helped to bnlld.
Dominguez says that the solar wall is 80 liimpleitls DOproblemfOl1" amateur

.construction wor!<ers. . '
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'!'bose supposedly facei... bureaucrats

who have much to say about how
Wyoming's vast energy resources are tap-
ped are not so faceI ... after all.
Many of them. seecrding to a -recent

stUdy. COIne from the_ same energy com- ICC SETS TRAIN PRICES. The Inters-
panies that have a stake in development of tate Commerce Commission has .. t rates
Wyoming's underground riches. Others
come from the same kind of company and of $10.93 per ton for unit train coal move-

ments from certain mines in Wyoming to aaren't likely to make a fuss over how those
riches are tapped. coal-fired power plant in San Antonio. Tex.
Common CaWlC. the self-styled citizens The rates are expected to set a psttern for

future Western coal transportation prices,
lobby. concludes from its intensive study according to Coal News, and thus help
that the government's energy agencies, determine how attractive Western coal
"are being ron, to a substantial degree. by
officials who"used to work with private will. be to other markets. Burlington

Northern proposed a rate of$16.67 per ton
energy companies or organisations that and j'g appealing the rate setting. San An.'
have close dealings with the agencies." The
situation. it adds. "creates potential con- tonic had argued that $9 a ton would be s
flicts of interest for the.. officials and re- fait rate but agreed to the ICC rate.Trans-

portation costs will increase prices at de-veals a serious itobalance with respect to
stination by a faejor of two to three times

the backgrouuds of top policy-makers in over the prices at the mine mouth .... cord-
these agencies." .. d F
The study reveals that ~ of the 66 top ing to €oal Week. Quoting Richar ' .

Interior Departmentofficials hsve worked Messing of the Arthur D. Little consulting
for companies involved in energy ac- firm, CoaI·Week says these traaepertatien
tivities. Twelve of those 23 camefrom com- costs set a definite permimeter for the area
psnies that lease fed...aIminerals thryugh which can be most economically .. rved by lectdatafrom the homes to determine what statements, the regional statements will
the department' or have received "some Western coal. . solar systems are economically feasible- have to be enlarged or site-specific Ones
other. kind of contr ... t from il, COAL TRAINS PROTESTED. Ll.S. Rep. and practical for the state. A major concern will have to begin before the-tracts can be
Some of the comPanies who have pro- James- Johnson (R·Co}o,) is asking that is the use of solar energy devices in mobile leased.

vided t~. officialsfor Interior include Ken- railroads reroute lines for trains that pass homes. says an energy board official. The NEW GROUP" Powder River Basin Re-
necott Copper (owner of Peabody Coal). through large r Eastern Slope co~unities .houses will be monitored for five years.

source Council, the largest conservation-Shell. Westmoreland Coal. Atlantic Rich- in Colorado carrying coal from Wyoming. oriented group in Wyoming, has inspired
field, and EI Paso Natural Gas ~ all of He says i~ is unacceptable to have trains SLURRY HOT ISSUE IN COLO. A the formation of'an opposition group called
which are engaged in energy -activit.ies in going through these communities at high proposed coal slurry pipeline through the Citizens for Energy Development. The Re-
the Wyoming-Montana area. speeds all dayand all nightlong. Rerouting San Luis-Valley of southwestern Colorado source Council had recently asked the
. The picture is little differentelsewhere the lines would be more feasible than has water users ther.e upset. W~th water Wyoming Environmental ,Quality Council
in the energy bureaucracy. Common Cause . building coal slurry pipelines, he says. ac- ,tables already droppmg, ?~e ~to_'tlcr,;,,~ .,(EQCl to prohibit eKploration and mining
reports. In the Energy Research and De- ,conling to United Pi-eSlj.International. ·.rr.gatlOn, resIdents ean t see ~ow they on alluvial val lay, t\OO1Sfin 'tlwllrtate. Or-
velopment Administratioo. 139 of the 184 - ". , could afford to lose .10,.000 acre-fe. e~of. gaoizers of Citi~e~s for Energy'- Develop- _I ffi STATE SUPPORTS SOLAR, The state The d I )top peop e are former energy company 0 1- water a year to the p.pelIne.· . eve oP.- ment say that they fear this request might ..
iaI of New Mexico is supporting-solar energy N al G CdR • '.I
c· s. researchonfivedemonstratiorlhomestobe ers, Hou,stol) atuf as orp. an 10 prevent private~landowners from selling _
At the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Grande Industries1nc., say they would tar coal which they own on valley floors. The

307 of the 429 senior staffers have worked ~:~ =~~~';'~~;ui::~;"~~~ i~~~:~ an underground water supply' that .an t Resource Council estimates that their
for energy companies, and 279 of those connected with the basin that supplies ~e proposed ban: would prevent minmg·of only

ed ~ . ha' - tr~~n f by electric utilities. will build the homes B th C I
work .orcompames vmgcon ~~o valley's poPulati.on center. ut .e. 0- ahoutthreepercentofthe.coalre .. rvesin

d th I I th early next spring. The State Energy Re- d
some kin with e nue ear agency. n e orado water engIneer who woul Issue ,8 the state. Both groups plan to present theirAdm . 51 f th sources Board has allotted $70,000 to col- I Id 'Federal Energy inistTatIon. 0 e permit isn't sure. The slurrY' ine wou 'arguments to the EQG,.
202.top people worked Jreviously in com- take. coal from Colorado, New MeK'co, and
pani ... i,nvolved·in energy. . Sier'rd Club blocks Utah to TeKas. IDAHO NEEDS POLICY. The president
The conflict· of interest arises, Common of the Idaho Public Utilities Commission

C.aWlC...... rts.becau .. "formeremployesof BN" °1 d EMARS PROCESS BACKFIRES.·T"" ssys someone ought to be pushing energy
energy "rms might have a continuing fi- raI roo spur steps. in the feder8I coal leasing process .con.. rvation and coming up with a state
nancial relationship with these companies, . aren.."tmeshing 88 well as the Interior De- energy policy, but it shouldn't come from
through a pension or retirement plan, Approval of the railroad spur that would partmenthad ixlped in atleast two westen\ the PUC. "I think we have a great waste of
shared income agreement or some other supply coal to·the power .plant in Wheat- stlltes. North Dakota and Montana. acconl- electricity in this country," President M.
arrangemenl .. land. Wyo.• is being challenged by the ing to Coal Week. This may mean an un- Karl Shurtliff told the 14aho Sta~swan.
"Second. they might' anticipate future Sierra Club. In a suit med against the In- expected delay in leasing. Some of the "But who apppinted m~ to tell peopl'l

re-employnlent with the company;or amp- terstate Commerce Commission (ICC) on - area. nominated by industry for leasing . they've got· to change their lifesj;YI.s?".~e
loymentwith-anotbSrenergyfl1'lIlinvolved . Oct:20, theclublllYS therewasinadequate· are outside the areas of the environmental says It's the PUC's responsibility to niaJ<e .
with.their all""cy," itsays. "Thiscould lead """sideration of alternatives in both the impsct statements. wbich had previously sure the lights go .on when the Switch· is
to ·fayoritism towanl prospective emp- ICC ruling and iit the Eastern Powder been determined when Interior tried to turned on. Encouraging energy conserva-
loyers.".· _' _ River Basin Environmental Impact ,guess priority leasing areas, Since the tionand other energy policy actions should
- Advice with a, Wink? ::"'Interior Sec. Statement. Energy Minerals Activity Recommenda- be initiated by congress and state legisla-
.'!'bomas Kleppe has announced the forma- No restraining order is being sought at tion System (EMARSl requ\res' impact tures, lie says.
tion of what he tiillS as a "broadbaaed" ad- this time. Natalie Black. attorney for the
visorYgroUp on coal: Itwill "rOOderadvice Sierra Club. says construction is proceed- COUNTRV CRllfTS· MEN •
and recOmmend POSitiOO8"to the dePart- ing on the mainline track. but so far, this
ment "leading to increasedproductim and would not preclude the alternatives. Kit Consists of:
use of coal. consistent with natiooal mine Black says the ICC ruling on the Bur- . Pa.en.ed Gray Iron Door with Draft
safety, energy, economic 8.nd environmen· lington Northern spur was "extremely ar· Control, Gray Iro~ Flue Pipe Flange,
tal goals," says the FederalRegiater. bitrary." It did no~consider alternatives to. Steel Legs, Instructioos and all hard.

What kind of advice willit be? Here's a the line. such as using eKist",g highway ware for Easy Bolt. Together Assembly.
hint: Of the- 24 members, 13 represent corridprsor s1urrypipelinei\. It also didnoi No welding is r~quired. (Drum not
energy and utility companies. Kleppe consider the imp""t of the increase<! rail, furnished) Dealer Inquiries Invited.
boasts that it alIIl ilicjudes peq>le from road traffic which the 110 mile spur WOUld Build stOves for resale.
"state goveri1ments. _environmental cause beyond the Powder River Basin. 50 0

H ....' II·.K ti.11 nd Check or Money rder to:
groups, universities,·ranchers, and COD· Constructioo of the spur was blocked $22.50 COUNTRY CRAFTS.MEN
sum...... " W",ming isunrepresen,.;d. The previooalybytheSierraClubina .. psrate P. D" Box 3333.8
only "en.viroomentalist" is Laurence R.. suit thst was ... ttled by the-U.s. Supreme Convert any ,,·z·e' steefdrum .in'io a high

The· I b I .L_ . Sarita Rosa, Ca. 95402Jabn of the Wildlife Management Insti- Court in June. c u oet ,.... t su.t. .capacity wood burning .heater for
tute. Jahn says the iustitute- is a which woUld have required a regional en- Homes ..Garag... Cabins. Saunas, 'Base. Please add 55.00 $tiipping Charges.
"scientif'JCoedueatiooal" gr.up th8tdoellli'j; vironmentalimpact staterilent on coal de- : ments and Bungalows. California Residents add 6% sal.. tax,8I!\IBllll iii 84VOC!lCY·. '.. ,.. :. velopment feR'the Northern Plains. .L.~__ ....._;"' """""' -1

MISSOURI UP FOR SALE
Th-;' U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is proposing to sell up to a million"

acre-feet a year of Missouri River water to developers-in tbe basin. accord-
ing to a draft environmental impact statement reh .. eed recently. The water
would be sold through master contracts with the states, with the states
subcontracting with industrial -users, according to tbereporl However.
Indian tribes have protested the proposed master contracts. Their protests
could have "a significant effect on the availability of water."according to
tbe bureau. Ifthe coal and waterr""",urces were developed at the maxinlum •
possible level under the bureau's projections. the fow' state w:e8.(N<i~ ,,?d':'
South Dakots Montana, Wyoming) woukI-have as' many as 32 coal-'Uiatil<l. .
industries. One oIthe impacts of tbislevel of development would I)'erower' ;-' :'
lug sir quality in the Lake Sakakawea and Fort Peck regions to'·",,!,,'" the' __'-"
federal Class II staodard, which allows moderate degradation of SIr qual-
ity _Both Of these areas would encompa ... parts of Indian reservations.

Photo of Fort Peck Dam courtesy of Montana Dept. of Highways.
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Slurry line stymied by railroads, water questions
by D. Sawyer Whipple legal clarification of what they believe to

be their right-of-way.
Energy Transportation Systems, Inc. This method, of course, will onlywork for

(ETSI), ajoint ventnreofBechtel, Lehmsn a pipeline that happens to cross land with a
Brothers, and Kaosas-Nebraska Natursl slitisfactory ownership pattern. If ETS.I
Gas, has proposed a 1,036-mile cos! slurry wants to build more than one pipeline, the.

,
'l"'line from C.ampbeilCounty, Wyo." to power of eminent domain would speed

aite Bluff, Ark. The line would move 25 things considerably. .
'il lion tons of cos! in a mix of rmely . ETSI's other option is to abandon the

ground cos! and water. route through Kansas and Nebraska and
The pipeline would cross the states of reroute through Cclerado-and Oklahoma.

Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, The pipeline company hasn't taken this
and Arkansas. Itwould use an estimated step yet, but; says.one source, Colorado's
15,000 acre-feet of water annually, law governing eminent domain is suffi-
pumped by 10 electric pumping stations. ciently vague that the company would
The system would cost approximately $750 -prcbably win out there. Kansas-Nebraska
million and employ 335 people. Natural Gas, one of the partners in ETSI,
Behind this simple project description has reportedly expresaed interest in cos!

lies a myriad of environmental, economic gasific~bn along the original route. Rer-
and politicsl questions. outing through Colorado would affect its
ETSI's first problem has been political, plans, and probably would tend to work'

In order to -eross railroad tracks in the against this slternative.
states tJll9!Jghwhich it lWSs,tbe company .
must "either, g~tpermission from the. rail- ':',
roads, or exercise the right of-eminent do-
main. The issue generating the m9_st,con-
The railroads, fearing competition from 'troversy, however, is water. The Wyoming

the pipeline in their most profitable busi- legislature has approved an allocation for a
ness - moving coal, refused Ito groot the 'maximum of20,ooo acre-feet a year for the
pipeline r-ight-of-way. ETSI has gone to pipeline. ETSI $BYS itwill get tm! water by
Congress and the state legislatures in 00 drilling a minimum of 2,500 feet into the
effort to gain either federal or ~tatepowers Madison Formation in .Niobrara County,
of eminent domain. Wyo., at a cost of $400 p... acre-foot. Ac·
ETSrs efforts have been blocked at every cording to the U'.S. Geologicsl Survey,

tum. In Congress, the House Interior there are an estimated one billion acre-feet
Committee voted 21 to 19 to table tile emi- of water in the Madison, though precise
nent domain bill. In Kansas, a legislative knowledge of the formation is limi~d.
committee killed the bill by a 19 to 18 vote. USGS estintates recharge is 150,000 acre-
Nebraska tsbled the bill 4 to 2 in commit- feet annually; the Buresu of Reclamation
tee. hi Oklshoma, the legialation passed'estimatea 100,000 acre-feet.
the Senate 33 to 1(), but never came to a ET!3I's contention,istllat this is plenty of
vote in the House. water. Since the line will use only 15,000
?~r~t'" ':''11 .i',i.· .'" -.,.L_' ~. ;"",,~,~-.., acre-feet annually, .the company-says that
-,\ \ ,~'J;"MA'YTRywAGAIN! ". '.';'. concerns about water are groundless. In. .

•

• addition, the company saYs, there are al-
The ETSI lobbyists will go back to Ok- ready 14.8 million acre-feet of surface, .

. lahoma and KOO$8sto try again for emi· water leaving Wyoming every year. About
nent domain 'power. The company h8$D't· "'3.8 million acre-feet of that water belonga
decided whether to continue efforts in Neb- to Wyoming under interstate compacts.
raska, the most introosigent.state so far. The state legislature 'has' imposed some
The lobbying in Congr.ess for federslly· fairly severe conditions on ETSI for U$8 of

mandaf.ed eminent domain provides some the water. The company has been required
interesting politicsl contrasts. The rail- to post a one million dollar bond for protec-
roads have enlisted the support of en- tion of Wyoming ueersofMadison Forma-
vironmentsIiste to combat tile legislation tion water. If the uee of wate! adversely
- so 'far, successfully. The railroads point affects Wyoming ueers, the company must
out they have never had federal eminent cease operations. "
domain authority, so why should pipeline ETSI's weStern states represen:tative,
co.mpanies get it? Pipeline supporters point
out, however, that the railroads received
maasivefedersl lood grants to build in the
first'placll. No)\' they are using that posi.
tion ~o'squash other competition.
EriviroIlJl1~nti..Lgroups' Position' ,on the

matter have' usually hot been clearly de-
lineated. One'environmentalist, who asked
not to be identified, said 'It's kind offunny
to watch .the railroads and the pipeline go
after one another. And we could be in a
,position now to undennine the railroads'
power a little with support of slurry lines.", .

WATER

Frank,Odaaz, E18YSthat water availability
is part1y a "smokeacreen by the railroads to
block tile pipeline."
Some envtrcnmentaltsts-aree't sure,

however. Lynn Dickey of-Powder River
Basin Resource Council. (PRBRel $By.,
"No one is really sure what the effect of
drilling to the Madison Formatim ,rul be
on other users. There simply isn't enough
information about the flows. "
Nevertheless, PRBRC supports a slurry

'pipeline "as long as they don't use Wyom-
ing water." lfcoal is to be.mined in Wyom-
ing, then it should be exported from the
stote rather than burned in power plants
within Wyoming for shipment of power
elsewhere, PRBRe believes, power plants
use seven times as much water as a slurry

LYNN DICKEY supports a slurry
pipeline to get coal oUt of Wyoming-
iUhe water stays in the state.

Photo by John Soisson.

line. Ifhalf of the power produced is to be
used out of state - as it is ilt the Laramie
River Station in Wheatland, Wyo., for in-
stance - tIlis would he equivslent to ship-
ping out of state three and a hslftimes the
water a sluny line wout'd use.
The Northern Plains Resource Council

.(NPRCl, however, takes a different poai-
tion. The council agrees witll the state of
Mon~a that water for-aslurry line isn't a
public use. And, says Bill .Mitchelf of
NPRC, "the flexibility of rail transport is
such that I doubt that utilities will want to
lock themselves in to slurry."

Another fear is that, with a slurry line,
one of the barriers to cos! mining will be
lowered as traosport becomes easier. Tl¥s
would open markets further eaat, increas-
ing the demand forWestern coal and gen-
erally increasing strip. mining in Westem
coal fields. '
But, assuming that tIlere will be strip,

mining, the only slternative to slurry'is'
rail traffic: 'RaiIroadsdon't 1188 as much
water but they require more land, make
noise, and disrupt activities along the rail
line when a-train comes through. The town
of Lusk, Wyo., which would be on the
Gillette-Douglas rail spur, faces the pros-
pect of 46 unit trains per day - nearly two
every hour - passing through town.
Two proposals have been made to al-

leviate water problems, The fll'8t is con-
struction of a reverse pipeline from Arkan-
sas to Wyoming to r-ecyclethe water. Thia
is a favorite among environmentalists, but
economics weigh against it. ETSI says that
thia would bring the OO$tof water to the
project to about $3,500 per acre-foot. This
probably would make tile project uncom-
"petrtive with rail transport.

The $8COndproposal is pumping water
from Oahe reservoir in Soutll Dakota to tile
pipeline. ETSI hall asked for,75,OOO acre-
feet of water from the reservoir and has
submi~ an awlication for an,additional
20,000 acre-fest.tot1}e South Dakota Water
'Rights Commission for other Missourt
River water.
Despite all tIlese JrOblems, ETSI nowes-

timates that comtruction on the pipeline
will hegin in late 1978 or early 1979:
ETSI's Frank Odasz says, "King Cos! will
reign again. There is no way that this can'
be handled by any rail system. The impacts
on the state (WyOming) of a vaat1y in-
creased rail system would he fantastic. It is
unfair to place the socio-economic burden
and environments! impact on tile people in
the eastern part of the state."
By either rail or pipeline, the p-oblems of

moving coal will be substantial. It's up to
the West to decide which alternative suito
its needs best.

Tha_
Bot Line

energy news from across th~country

Particularly worrisOme to m~y is the
participation of railroads· in the mjning of
coal, as well 8S in the transportation: Bur-
lingw.,· Northern has set up a coal arm,
whicH has nominated federal lease tracte,
according to Montma activists.
lfETSI fails in its eminent domain fight;

tf:::!ere are two courses still open. ETSI lias
.8Covered that the railroads do not own sll

of the land they cross. So, ETSI has
negotiated with the private owners and ob-
tained e8$8mente through tIleir p~operty.
Now ETSI is in court in seversl states to
obtain injunct,ions prev~nting the rail-
roads from interfering with pipeline I.m-
struct;ion. In short, they are asking for

,. -. - " ", ~

FEA ACCUSED OF DELAY. Reps. Tim
Wirth (D-·Colo.) and John Dingell
(D-Mich.) have accused Federsl Energy
Administrator Frank Zarb of deliberately
deferring implementatlon .of a new home
energy conservation progra:Ql. Under the
conservation act approved August 14,
stotes are to get granta to help low-income
homeowners insulate their homes. FEA
was to have submitted a propossl for im-
plementing the p-ogram by Oct. 13bu t has
not done so.'NUCLEAR TOPS ERDA BUDGET.

Appropriations for nuclear energy re-
search and dev~lopment, including fuel re- POWER IN A NUTSHELL. Cslifornia's
search, for fisc'si year 1977 are eight tintes Energy Resources CO""'1rvation ood De-
as large ~s the appropriations for solar velopment Commission has-pu~ $102,000
energy and 15 times as large as fer COD$8r- into the testing of a:machine that uses the
vation. The Energy' Reiiearch and De- gas given off by burning nutshells to gen-"
velopment Administration (ERDA) figures, erate electricity. The machine, aevisedbya
show $2,364 million going for nuclear, Ul\ivenity ofCsli!"ornia prof"!!",,r, will'be
$483 million for f0S8ilfuels, $160.9'mllHon sited next to the Diiunond Wwnut Co.'s
for coneervation, ood $84.7 for geothernial proc8S8ing.ploot in Stockton, Csli!".First,
energy. President Gersld Ford had recom- tile gas produced will replac~ natur_sI gas
mended that $13~.4 million l8S8be~approp; bUrned to run the boilers of the ploot's i"e-
riated for solar and $1.4 million less he frigeration system_ Six 'months later the
appropriated for nuclear. agency plans to invest $680,000 in us!Jig

the gas to generate electl"icity with 'a gas
twbine engine. Wsste heat from the tur-
bines will be used to run the boilers.
Diamond Wslnut officials say the plant
generates enough walnut shell w~s to
provide the ploot's entire electrical needs.

SOLAR IRRIGATION PUMP. A low-
cost solar-powered water pump has beel!
patented and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) ia look-

. ing for compaoi~ to produce it. The pump
is particularly suited for charging iniga-
tion systems in arid areas.

HOSE ITOUT. Acompaoy inWaahingtcD
has been "roducing cos! by pumping water
into coal $Sains and extracl.ing tile slurry.
FlOwResOarch, Inc. sayS the method coo be
used to mine cos! from steeply pitc:iied or
unususlly deep, thick, thin, or multiple
$Sarns - without using me or machinery
uildergrouild. Th!l surface damage is simi-
lar to that of 00 oil rig. The syatem Could
slso be .-d fur uraniUm. The Bureau of
Mines sponsored the experiment, accord-
ing to an Associated Pre8ii report. •
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"For me and for

thousands with -Similar
inclinations, the most
important passion of
life is the overpowering C

desire to, escape period-
ically from the clutches
of a mechanistic civill-
zation."

-Bob Marshall
by nav,,- Foreman

All too often, we wilderness censer-
vationiste are chided by friend lind file
alike for the irrelevancy of our mania,

oUr friends, both in the' environmental
movemeo t and in other social causes, won-
der rather self-righteously why we have
side-lined ourselves into something as
tangential as wilderness conservation.
What about the real problems facing man
and the world at this hour? Air pollution, .
poverty. racism, over-population, war, re-
source depletion. starvation, oppression,
nuclear prol ifer-ation., envircnment al
poisooing. Wit.IJ alJ of these problems fac-
ing man, how can we jUstify devoting our

- heart and soul towildemesspreservation?

And our """'lilies stand in .amazement .
. that our fittlfb8iid ofold'falfieil iil~" "

~ shoes, backpackers, hippies, .;,m other as-
. sorted kooks could place esthetics,gr;1:dy
bears, wildf1myers, 8nd that sortCifNbbish
in the way of progreaa, the groas national
product, and the IX'Ofitmotive. How can we. .
justify locking up milliona of acres in wil-
derness areas when all of those board feet,
animal unit months, and essential miner-
als are needed to defeDd America, feed'the
sterving masses of India, and provide the
modern comfQrls to our families?
Yes, indeed, howdowejuatifyourseiv",,?
It is relatively easy to justify the wilder-

neS!!concept of preserving selected parcels
'of land in their .natural state for the
maintenance of qual ity watersheds, scien-
tific study, outdoor recreataoriof'an uncon-
fined tyPe, wildlife habitat, coneervation of
natural resources for-coming generations," . 'and so on, Careful analysis reveals that
actual resource conflicts with wilderneSs
are insignificant. It is a relatively simple
matter to defend wilderness in a rational
argument with its enemies. '
But how do we answer our friends? How

do we justify selecting wildem.ss as pur
paramount value? How do we justify
spending our every free moment and inore
than a little of our often ephemeral Dank-
rolls to do battle over what appear to be
inconsequential scraps of ground -when
there are so many more important matters
close at hand?

Let ua do ;"mething unnatural for man
for· a moment and learn from history - in.
this case the history of our planet, the
Earth.. , ,
PoilBibly the best view of man's place in

history was given by Richard Carrington
in .A Guide to Earth History:
If we imagine that the whole Of the

Earth"s history were compressed. intca
single year, then, on this seale, the first
eight. months would be oompletely without
life. The following two_months would be
devoted to the most primitive of creatures,
ranging from viruses and single-celled bac-
teria to jelly-fish, while themammale
would" not appear until the second week in
December. Man as we know him would
have strutted onto the stage at about 11:45
p.m. on December 31st, and the age of writ-
tell history would have occupied little more
than the last sixty seconds on, the clock."
Let us take another look at man's place

in history. Scientists now estimate that
man as we know him - that is, with at
least rudimentarytools.Janguage, culture,
and so forth - has been present for at least
two million years. For nearly' that entire
span of time, man has been a creature qf
the wilderness, eating and being eaten;,

generally in harmony with the ecoaystem
in which he found himself And as he did in
those ancestral eons before, recognizable
man in the last two million yearshas par-
,ticipated in tile natural give and take of his
environme.nt. '
It WBS in the wildernesil where mi. ''\l>-

veloped - both physically and ment~ )Jt
was in the wilderness where man ....de-
vel oped his opposable thumb and upright
posture - because such adaptations had

. 'selective value for a relatively defenseless
ground dwelling ape-like being on the Af-
'rican savanna. It was in the' wilderness
where man developed his enlarged brain
and' a greater capacity for rational thought
- becauaebeing able to think faster' and
communicate with1his fellows 'also' had a
selective advantage,

And as man's body and mind evolved in .
the wilderness, so did hisculture, And man
biologically and culturally was in harmony
with himself and with his environment (in
the sense of being in harmony with some-
thing that is dynamic), ".

It has only been-in the last 10,000 years
that man has developed cities, agriculture,
,states, and, the other- appurtenances of·
'mod~m civ:ilization. And it has only b~n

Ron Mamot Photos
PhotQgrapner Ron Mamot has lived in

Wyoming most of his life, His father
moved the family with him while he
worked in highway construction, It was
during these years that he develoiJlld
apprec;iation of wyoming nature ~ the
wildIrte. flowers, seasons in, the wilder-
ness areas;-and'early pioneer history, He
has camped, hiked the·trails. and hunted
in the wilderness areall of the 'state,

Mamot has chosen the medium of
photography to share his love of this
natural beauty with others,

Ron Mamot,

Wyoming
,

photographer.

Ron Mamot has mada available some
of h is photographs to High Country
NlIWli. .

Framed or mat1Bd prints are available
in calor, black 'and white, and tones. in
all sizes from 3V2)l5to 2Ox30 inches.
Larger printeareavailable upon request.
Orderthrough H.... Country N... comblMd
order fOl'lil. .

Mamot was graduated from SI.
Stephens high school and Casper Junior
College, He won second place and hon-
orable mention in the national photo
competition IlpOnsored' by ihe School of
Modern Photography in 1974 and 1976. '
was three times first place award winner
in the third annual exhibit'of Shoshore
First fo'!"ationalBank of Cody, Wyo" in'
1975, placeCI four\!) overall in the--affs
and crafts l!.\'hibil at Land.er, Wyo., in
1975, Some of his work appeared in the

. movie "In Search of Noah's Ark,"
He and hisiamily live at SI. Stephens,

Wyo,. where he is employed as the Mis-
Ilion photographer,

Bear

Framed and Signed
Sizell:. 8x10 ' .$15.
3'12x5 $7, 11x14 $25,
.5x7 . $8.50 16x20 $35.

More ofRon's work will'be app ... ring in'
the next three issues of HeN. .

(P.. _ add $1.for_tag. and handling,
Speclly framed ... m".) .

Greeting
Cards

, Holly Merrrtieid. wildlifeartistand friend. hasdesi9~Jk not,
cardllwereso popular last year, we're trying them again, Readyfo,
by 7 inches on ivory stock with gold snvelopes, Designs are in'whe&
to ·any message, (P..... apeclfy Moo.. or EIlII•. ) ,

HOMESTEAD ARTIST'

Toom .. Connell, painter and Pen SI1d
ink artist, is offering prints of several dis-
tinctive drawings through High Country
News. '

He has worked with' hig-h resolve and

sometimes against overwhelming hand:
icaps to depict the hard life.ofthe homes-
teader' and the isolated loneliness of the
hom.esteader's wife, Hetells,the story of the
freighter. the she'epherder, the miner, the
r,ivermlPl, and the cowboy. He is recording
a way of life :that is passing into oblivion

IIGreen Mountain Cabin. Located about' IIIForsaken Homestead. An abandoned
70 miles Iloutheast of Lander, Wyo, dirt-roofed homestead cabin.

I Winter. The artist's mother'~ favorite,

Reproductions of pen-ink1
by Thomas Connell.

Four designs 7V, X 9V, in
Tilles: I,"Winter," II "Green ~

III"ForBaken' Homest
Price: $1,00 each; set of four, i
'9rder by number and-or title, I
Send order to: HeN, Box K, W

,
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in the last200 years and really only in our
.... eration that man hasJ:>eenable 'to di-
vorce himself from his natural environ-
, ';'ent - the wildem ..... ,

But while man's culture 'has been de-
~:ve:1oping grandiose religions, high-
""undi"1ili..~thropocentric philosophies,
cqIDple.itical systems, labor-saving-
machines, and beehive cities, man's biol-
ogy has been evolving very slowly. Indeed,
today's advertising executive in hi. high-
heeled clunky shoes, ruffled shirt, powerful '
deodorant, and elahorate hair-do is-essen-
tially the same man biologically ~s that
half naked fellow who left his bones at
Swanscombe on the River Thames 300,000
years ago. ,
That well-dressed lobbyist for the Na-

tional Chamber of Commerce, living in a
split-level ranch-style-home in a Mauland
suburb ofWashington, D.C., with a stylish
wife possessing untold-hundredsofkitchen
devices, two"'children who have never seen
an expanse of country unbroken by high-
ways or buildings, and one set of parents in
sunny California and the other in' sunny
Florida, is still a man - a creature whose
whole being is adapted to living in an ex-
tended family-pack of 40-50 individuals in

a wildemeas territory of 400 square miles,
running-hunting his preywhile.the women
and children gather roOts and berries, and
meeting the lilljacent band oaoe a year or 80
to trade mates and teIlstories. A creatore
ofthewildemeas like the-wolf, or the eagle,
or the white-throated woodrat, or....
And that is 'whywildemess is important.

'An that wild green stuff out there - those
tall pines, and measureless deserts, and
whispering plains, and jagged mountains
- t1iat is the reel world. That is man's
home where he was born and raised. Our
citie"-;with 10 million people going by that
you-never saw before and will never see
again, with canyons of concrete and
anodized glass, where anything green you
see either has chicken wire around to keep
the dogs away or is some new fingernail
polish fad - they are not our home. '
. Man is at home in the wilderneas be-
cause wilderness-is man's home. The wil-
derneas is where we became man and all
the highfalutin religions a:nd philosophies,
and' cities with concrete fountains and
. astro turf 8)ld moving sidewalks are not
going to change us biologIcally. Only the
long slow process of evoluti.on is going to do
that-and it isdoubtful thatacreatoleof

the wildefDes8 ciUilive 'iii:our Ut68Jit~.f..fJ6 'tlrrA '
zation Img enough to be able to ada~ to it c.

biolojpcally.
· 0lll'feetneedtorun2Qmilesadayacroas
some dusty plain, our happiness Deeds the.
, smell ofunsulphured air, our eyes need the
stretching oflookingpast the next ridge s1I
the way intotomornlw, our mindaneed the
exercise of plannmg the hoot, our glands
need feanmd excitement 'with physical
· reaction, 'and whateVer nobility man has,
left needs the freedom and iridepondenceof
the wilds - where lie is a man and not a
soelal insect.
Wise men bave knOwn this ever since

civilization stsrtedits renunciation of the
wilderness, from Thoreau. who saw the
very preservation of the world in wildneas,
to Bob Marshall who, in reaenen to the
oppressive unnaturalness -!Jf urban life,
· wrote, "Fdr me and for thousands with
similar 'inclinations, the .most important
passion oflife is the overpowering desire to
escape periodically from .the clutches of a _
mechanistic' civilization. To us the enjllY- .
ment of solitude, complete independence,
and the beauty of undefiled panoramas is
absolutely easential to happiness,"
If we are wise, we will accept the fact

that, like Easu, we cannot sell our birth-
, right for a mess of pottage.

Dave Foreman is a fIeld representative
for the Wildemoas Society. Heworks in the
Southwest.and lives in Glenwood, N.M.

at c,rds ~ Coun/fy Newe'.These
;r~r personal notes. the cards are3V2
~ietd gold. A handsome complement

. Ten cards and envelopes per set.

,
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Alternqtive Gift Shop
:. ;t :"->< ",)'"-, '. . , ,"; ,.- • , '
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Seasonal profiteering

with his generation.
,- He was born in 1903 at South Pass City,

Wyo., now a historic site.
e One critic calls Connell the artist of the

"unromantic West," Another finds his pic-
~ tures "nostalgic, gentle, "?Jld very appeal-

ing."

t 'CItawings
"The Homestead Artist."

inChes Suitable for framing
, .. buntain Cabin,"
stsed'," IV "Wind River Tie Dr,ive."
'. $3.75, postpaid.
'. HGN to share in proceeds.
l.,II!lder,Wyoming '82520

IIIWind River Tie Drive. RBiIroad ties cut
inthe forests around Dubois. Wyo.,we,e ,
floatoo 95 milesdownthe BigWind River
10 the rail head at Riverton,. Wyo.,
1916-1947. .

f

'.

Combined Order Form
Be sure kl mark your selectionS.

Boo" - QnIplIIli Alta cena.
AlaSka $25.00 _..,,-_
The Cowboy $21.50 __ -,
Wildille $20.00 '

TOI\I ConilelI ....
"I Winter __ ,....-_-'- _
II Gr4en,Mtn. Cabin_~.:.... _
III forsaken Homestead" _
IV Wind River Tie Drive,'_.:.... _
$1 eacl);.set of four $3.75. (pos1paid)
Greeting Cards
Moose E~gle__ $2. eac.h--
Ron Memot PhOlllllraphe
Name ~ _
8ize' -"'_

•-Price "
Frame or Mat (circle one)
Postage $1. __ . _

Total ~.,.-_
GlftSuli_lplan
25 isSues of High Country News $10 ..
tlCN Speclel EdI1Ion
MagaZine, 48 pages $1.50

TOIllI,-'__ ,--
Enclosed is ~,....-_
Senl! the above marked i!l'ms·to:

Name .- .

Street ..

City .: ::: .

,State : : Zip ..
send to High Counb'y Ne .. , BOx K, Lander.
W~. 825200rooll (307)332-4877.TJuonkyou.
Your purcha ... haJlilng ItCN.

..

WILDUFE - Photography by Robert.
Smith. Text by Robert St9rm. Whether
,you go exploring 011 ioot or from an easy
chair, you will find a world of pleasure-in
this beautiful presentation of the crea-
tures of the wild. There isa sense of the
uriexpacted as you travel lrom coiorful

Ipage to colorful page, for these,are real-
llle photographs of mammals" ainphi-
biansanq birds intheir native habitats of
woods and waters, meadows and moun-
tains throughout the wilderness West
and Alaska. A wonderful journey in
wol-ds and pictures of a world you'sel-
dom see at such close range.

$tO.
WILDLIFE-Aotualsize. 10"xl0", lol!Opeges.

10,000 words ot text. approximately 100
illustrations in full color.

. ALASKA - Photog rapny by Robert
Reynolds, Text by FBther John Morris,
S.J. The Aleuts <;ailed it A-Ia-as-ka -
"the great country." And this book suc-
ceeds in capturing the grandeur,of this
vast and amazing land. Giant silver-blue
glaciers, great forests, placid lakes and
rushing streams, lush valleys and rug-
ged Alpine peaks, long IlllaChes and 'the .
Arctic tundra, deserted. mine shacks and
thriving cities. colorful totems and off-
shoreoil rigs:all here.1rom "panhandle"
to the North Slope. Travel with Reynolds
into America's last frontier. Charles 'Belding and hiB Graphic Arts

$21i. Center i>ublishingComP8DY,ofPortland,Ore.
ALASKA- Actual size, ·10l>"xI3W·. bave ge""",,,sly allowed High Country News

192.pages. 12,000words of text. to have aD tbe retail profits frem the sal .. of,<-
oyer 150 'illus,trations in full COIOf..: .the books described here. ~ ...

Order through High Country News com-
bin~ order form..

THE COWBOY ~ Photography by
Robert Reynolds. a contemporary
photographic study .. On ranges lrOm
Texas to O<ogon. Arizona to Wyoming.
.New Mexico to Montana, cowhands still
tend vast herds of cattle. You can almost
hear the creak of saddle leather as you
travel with photographer Robert
Reynolds. sharing the life and long
hours of the cowboy-rolling out before
dawn to rope the day's horses lrom the
remuda;swallowing dust and smoke i[l
the branding corral, stopping to admire
a wildflower and resting by' an evening
campfire. Here are scenic panoramas
wi.th ·the sky So big, the horizon"so dis-
ta'nt that y.ou· feel.the majesty of the
coWboy's world and see the setting in
which romantic legend grew. A book as
great as all outdoors.

$21.50
THE COWBOY- Actualsiza, 1O"xl0".

'120 pages, -110 iIIt1stratiOns in fu.1l color.
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tion will be utilized to supportfurther '
land acquisitions, If you desire more ' ~, I
i nformatl on on Phantom Canyon, ~
please contact us at the address listed
below,

l8-High Country News - Nov, ,5, 1976

OPEN LETTERTO HIGH COUNTRY'NEWS READERS
,

from Huey D. Johnson,President - The Trust for Public Land'
The High Country News recently con-

tacted me requesting information to write a
story on ou r organizati on. I decided instead
to run this letter-advertisement, figuring,
that they could use the income and The
Trustfor Public Land could benefitfrom the
experiment.

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is a
charitable, non-profit, self-sustaining or-
ganization whose goal is to create open
space for public use. Acting as an indepen-
dent bridge between private and public en-

titles, TPL can often assist landowners,
communities and government agencies in
preserving val uable open space.

One example of TPL's favorabie impact
on public land acquisition isthe Sawtooth
Valley Recreation Area in Idaho where TPL
assisted the Forest Service by pre-
acquiring several critical parcels of land. In
each case, the landowner-sellers were
pleased with TPL 's involvement. Benefits to
them included cash, timing, and tax sav-
ings.

Current Opportunity - Land to, be secured ,

'PresentlyTPl is wo(,~ing to preserve
360 acres of beauntu} Phantom Ca- _ '
nyon, Colorado. Phantom' Canyon' is
located aboui 20 miles south of Cripple
Creek and consists of spruce, pine and
aspen-covered hillsides and meadows
through which Eight-Mile.-Creek flows

for over a mile. In keeping with its rote
as a private risk-taker for the public,
TPl acquired Phantom Canyon from a
benevolent seller at a bargain price.
TPl, however, is, not in a position to
give this land to the publlc. The Bureau
of land Management (BlM) is the ap-

propriate agency to manage the land
as it owns the surrounding property
but has no funds for acquisition, and
does not, as a practice, acquire lands
by ·purchase. How can we solve this
dilemma and others like it in the west?
A trade? .

The Solution - A"_Trade
In keeping with its management

program, BlM has the authority to
trade lands. TPl is 'awarethatthere are
numerous landowners, perhaps HCN

readers know of one, who have wanted
to acquire BlM lands. Here is an op-
portunity to solve three problems at
once.

1. TPl owns Phantom Canyon.
2. BlM wants TPl land (but can't buy it).
3. landowner A wants some BlM land
(but can't buy it).

A New Ex~erlment. _
TPl proposes a three-way trade as

outlined below.
1. landowner purchases Phantom Ca-
nyon tram TPL.
2. landowner trades Phantom Canyon.
to BlM for lands he desires.
3. BlM gets Phantom Canyon, land-
owner gets land he wanted, and TPl
retains cash 'to acquire additional

lands for public use.

This transaction will serve as a model
for others iii which TPl will be in-
volved. The only requisite is that the
values of lands traded be nearly equal.

(In this case TPl's land is estimated 'to
be worth $65:000-$125,000.) Any funds
which TPl received from this transac-

An added advantage is that it puts
BlM's land on the tax rolls when other
land is acquired for Federal ownership.

The Future - Using gifts to aid exchange

TPl needs gifts of money, land or -
other assets to use in acquiring land tor
BlM or other public agencies in the
Rockies and western states.

TPl offers landowners ari alternative

to routine public acquisition, usually
based on one or more of these be-
nefits: Tax and Timing Benefits '

Owner's need for immediate cash
Confidentiality

•

Solunonsto technical problems (e.g.
corporate dissolutions; life estates)
Red uction of owner's risk and effort
Flexibility - such as the trade men~ "
tioned above';c-

Example"':'" A Complex Transaction

A public agency planned to acquire a
scenic easement over a 101-acre ranch
to be included within a National Recre-
ation Area. TPl independently con-
tacted the owners of this ranch and
found that complex technical and tax
considerations were involved because
this property was in corporate owner-
ship. The project was further compli-
cated because the corporation owned
other assets and liabilities, and the
owners wanted to complete the-trans-

action before year end, even though
public fimding wouldn't be available
for at least another 12 months.

TPl's solution for successfully hand-
ling this intricate transaction resulted
in a bargain salewhich required buying
the entire Corporation, dissolving it,
transferring the land to TPl, and, the
remaining assets to the former stock-
holders, This was accomplished v.dthin
the short tirrle_deadline-and resulted in
TPl's ultimate ownership of the 101

acres and the ability to convey a scenic
easement to the public agency.

'Without question the generosity of
the 'two' owners who donated a sub-
st~ntial portion of the value of the
ranch enabled TPl to devote much
'time and energy to acquisition within
that valley. They, of course, realized
that no public agency could have ac-
complished the key technical and lim-
ing requirements that were of utmost
importance to them.

,-' . .
Responses to this ad should be _directed to The

Trust_ for Public Land, c/o _Jake Kittle, 82 Second
Street, San Francisco, CA. 94105. (415) 495.4014
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LOONEY LIMERICKS

by Zane E: Cology

There once was a wild chickadee
Who hopped in our crab apple tree.
I was prowl that I knew
Til that Audubon Crew

Asked, "Mountain or
black-capped?" Oh, me!

DECKER COAL HEARINGS
Public hearings are scheduled 'to discuss

a draft environmental impactstatem enton
two proposed Decker Coal Co. mines in Big
HornCounty, Mont..Hearings will be held
in Billings, Mont., at the Ponderosa Inn on
Nov. 16; Decker, Mont., at the Squirrel
Creek School Nov. 17; and in Sheridan, i

Wyo.,,at the Sheridan Center Motor Inn on
Nov. lB.
WORlffiOOK FOR IDAHO'S FUTURE

As part of the "Idaho's Tomorrow" prog-
ram, citizens of that state have identified
goals for their future. Now a workbook has
been released asking Idahoans for methods
to implement these goals. A 'copy of the
workbook can be obtsined by writing to:
Gov. Cecil Andrus, "Idaho's Tomorrow,"
Statehouse, Boise, Idaho 83720.. .

How fortunate are we who live where
there are four seasms in the year with de-
f"mite beginningB nne! endings! PertIODB
who movetoCalifornia,forexample, notice
the lack of change and complain of
monotony.
Autumn in our area was wildly ex-

travagant this year. Tbe riot of color in
yardS, along stresms, and in every small
gulch rivaled fabulous New England. AU
outdoors was a purecontrest of gold
ailainst hlue as one gloriouS clear day fol-
lowed another.
Alas, all things, good or bad, must end

andonemid-Octobermorntheleaves~
showering down. The bare trees lift their
armss~, as though glad to be rid of
their burdens.
But not all of t1iem. Many willows and

others are hanging onto their st.ill-green
and yellowish lesves far past their normal

DOMESTIC TECHNOLOGY COURSE, 'time, awaiting the f"JrBtfierce blssts of
The Domestic Technology Institute in winter. Like Robert Frost's oak tree, they

'Evergreen, Colo., is holding a series of will "ravel them one by one and lettbem go.
courses on passive solar energy technology. scraping and creeping out ,,~er the crusted'
The goal is to create "community energy snow ... "
engineers" - course graduates who can - Gardeners are now hung on the 'horns of
premete energy conserving projects in the annual dilemma - to rake or not to
their own communities. DTIemphasizes rake, that isthe question.
work with low-iricome people to promote Somedespiseraking leavesasa tiresome
self-reliance, The next workshop will lie chore; neither do they rejoice in sharply
Nov, 7-14. Tuition is $250 and room and changing seasons, They deplore tempera-
hoard is $98, Dr. Malcohn Lillywhite will mental t~ that refuse to molt and the,
lesd students in. the design and construe- neighbors' trees whose leaves fallon the
tionof'asolar air heater, a solar fooddryer,' wrong side of the property line.
a solar water heater, a greenhouse, and a Of what use are fall ... leav ... ? All sum-
model methane digester, For more infor- mer they have performed their food-
mation about this course - 'or future making duties for the master trees. -What
courses - contact DTI, P .0, Box 2043, now is their destiny?
Evergreen, Colo. 8043'9. To a child, the rakad piles are wonderful

places for jumping, hiding, and wading -
RESERVE A CAMPSITE to make rustling music. For homebodies

Reservations for hiking and camping iD. they furnish exercise in fresh air and sun-
the Inner Canyon of Grand Canyon' Na- shine. Devoted gsrdenlll'll see them as won-
tional 'Park for 1977 are now being ac- derful hUDiuswnen composted.These peo-.
cepted. The superintendent encourages 'pie are horrifIed by the idea' of burning
anyone interested in making' these reser- them or ,taking them to the Iandf"JlI.
vations·to do-so three to six months in sd- Ther .. arepereons like myself who find
vance, Reservations can be msde by writ- composting complicated by 1aCk of woman
ing to the: Backcountry Reserv.ations Of- power, space, and equipment. The selu-
lice, NatiOna1 Park Service, P.O. Box 129, tion? Sack the leaves sad give them to the
Grand Canyon, Ariz. 86023. dedicated gsrdening neighbors.

AIR POLLUTION INPUT One is templed to lett;be leavesliew~
, they fall, knowing that the f"1l'Ilthard wind '

The CeloradoArr Pollution Control will take a lot of thsm whirling away.
, Commission is formally seeking public 1I!any will remain drifted around the
inputduringthef'u-sth8lfhourofitsregu- shruhs and evergreens where they will
lar meetingS now. There will be no rigid help hold moisture through the winter,
time limits. Air pollution matters that are thus preventing winter-kill.
on the regular agenda and whicl!.have been
scheduled for public hearings won't be dis- On a fme Indian summer day D;1yhabit- .

, cussed during this period. The commiseion. bound mlJllClespropei me to the shedwhere
meets the second and fourth Thursdays of the bambOo rake'is kept. '
esch month at the Colorado Department of The individuality of eaCh-spee;ies of tree :
Health Buildil\!i, 4210 E. 11th Ave., De- is revealed byitsfallenleaves. Ti>osefrcm
nver, yolo. ' the cut-leaf birch are like feathers and lIS

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CATALOG hard to gather up. ~Russianolivesheds
Alternative Sources of Energy silvery curliquesand pulpy berries. Under

Magazine his published a catalog of over the cottonWood are broad yellow fans and
400 special items of interest to do-it- . under the ash, Iflld, rust, sad brown strips
yourself tinkerers with alternstiveenergy. of leather.
Product descriptioDB,: uses, and suppliers Atlsst the kids have had their fun, \eap- '
are listed for eigh~ categories: energy and ing, wading, and tossiDg armfuls. Six huge
resource~1'V!'ti9Ji,.~teeture, solar b"llB have hero filled. The wind'has come
energy, '1"gl!riicfuels, waste disposal, wind charging along to clsim its share. St.ill
power, Water' power, and miscellsneous. there are moie on the ground aU<! many
"Spe'ciiiim:'An 'Alternate Technology 'still em the trees.
'Equipme;'t Directory" is availab1e for $2 I ~ rnjust rake them under the law
fromASE,Route 2" Box 9OA,Milacil, Minn. braDeheaafthc Doug1asfir and leavetheJD
56353. 'til ...ring.

, SOLAR ENERGY SYMPOSIUM
A Solar Energy Symposium for'

homeowners will be held Nov. 9 and 11
from 7 to 10:30 p.m. st the Ramsd8 Inn,
1-70'and Kipling St., west of Denver. Basic,
information will be presented including
how solar energy works, cost analysis of
solar heating; importance of proper angl-
ing, and legislation atT.ctuig solar energy.
Registration may be made through the .
CSU .Jefferson County Extension, 15200
W. 6th Ave., Golden, Colo. A fee of $12,50
will be charged and enrollment is limited.

AMEWCAN MOTORS AWARDS
Nominations for the .American Motors

Conservation Awards for 1977 should be
submitted by Nov, 30, 1976, to American
Motors Conservation Award Committee,
27777 Franklin Road, Southfield, MiCh.
48034. Twenty individual awards of $500
and bronze plaques will be Presented. Non-
prolitorganizations will also be eligible for
$500 awards. This year's winners included
Clif Merritt, of Colorado, Bill Meiners of
Idaho, and Philand Robin Ta;"'eyofMon-
,lana. The awards progrsm was developed
to recognize dedicated people whose work
is not ordinarily in the public eye.

PHANTOM CANYON. Pietured here isa portion of the 360 acres afland'the
Trust for Publie Lands hopes to obtain, (see ad on facing page). Photo
courtesy of ~L·.

SUN SIGN SUBSCRmER MESSAGE

Though you may be a Virgo or a
Pisces by birth, if you have an "11-76"
after your address label on this paper
you're one of our Scorpio SubsCribers.
Every November we have to conta~t
all you Scorpio Subscribers and urge
you to send in anothe.r· $10 to renew
your subscriptions to HCN.
It's hard. You Scorpio Subscribers

are stub~orn '!I'd keep putting otT"
sending in your renewal cbecks.This
forces us to send out a §!'COndreminder

notice which costs us an additional
9-cent stamp.
We realize our Scorpio Subscribers

tend to over-indulge in work and play ,
and often don't have the time or the
money to renew promptly. But SCor-
pios are also known for their power'to
rise above worldly difficulties. So call
on the 'positive Scorpio virtues within
'you and send in your $10 renewal
today." .

" And all youSsgittsrian Subscribers
.'-those of you with a "12-76" after
your addrilss label. We know who you
are, and you~renext!

Service Directory SYNAPllE DOMES: Economieal, _rgy .In:
dent· homes. Exclusive residences to
greeoboUBeB and bar.. erected and rmisbt!d to

- your satisfaction anywhere in the Rocky. .' Mountain a..... ADwood component panel
~K5ciJlle~ , " obeII kite sbi~ an1"18e iii cantinantal '

I, aJJles ~ M.lG..;1;tr USA-eichta~ Solarbea:t, _abiD .... I.,foam iDau\ali ... optimal, B~ta availa-. ack--- ..._I bl.. Write or call far informalian and pricea:
.. 1-14110._ P.O. Box 554-11,LaIlIier,W,.,ming. 82620,.Leather ea ... w,....,....

,£ .", (JG7)"'. ' (3071332-6773. .... ,.- -

DR. MALCOLM LlLLYWIUTE

---",,, ....
Nov. 5, 1976-HighCountry'News-19
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The slurry pipeline mon;

Railroads, water plague 6rank Odasz
2O-High CounU"y News - Nov. 5, 1916

by D. ~awyer Whipple

Frank. Odasz is regional manager for
Energy Transportation System, Inc.'s
(ETSI) effort to promote a coal slurry
pipeline from Wyoming to Arkansas.
~ haa a full-time job convincing the
public that his company's prqject wOn't dis-
rupt wateJ'supplles in Wyoming or Big-
nnlC8lltly undermine the competitive posi-
tion of the railroads in seversl states. In
addition, he is lobbying .in state legisla-
tures for powers of eminent domain for the
pipeline.
. Odasz considers himself to be in a unique
position tode81 with both the environmen-
tsJ and- tecbnicid aspects of the' pipeline
plan. Though his pri:msry duties now are
lobbying and gentle persuasion, he is a
cbeniicsl engineer by training with exten-
sive experience in both environmental
plantdesigil and energy projects, including
synlhetic fuels. ,
Inaddition, Odasz isanavid backpacker,

fisherman, and hunt .... who says, "though
I've traveled a grest desl in my work, my
wife and I always intended to come back to
W,.,ming." In fact, Odsaz left. a job as Di-
rector ofSynfuels Proeessingfor Gulf Oil in
Houston, Tex., totaketheETSljob.Henow
lives in Casper, W,., .• enjoying the West's
"unique lifestyle."
Odasz became involved in environmen-

tsl plant design in the 1950s. before such
considerations were mandatory. He hel ped
in thedesign ofa gss plantforStsndard Oil
of California in which the company

FRANK ODASZ -chemical engineer
and lobbyist for Energy Transporta-
tion Systems Inc.

were not nearly as sq>histicated as' they dey at lunch in East Berlin, the lights were
'are today." allout and we ate a cold mesl. From my
From the standpoint of engineering de- European experiences. I've concluded that

sign, Odasz has mixed feelings about the we live very high on the hog." , '\ \
eurrent standards required for environ- He. says that the increasing cost of .....))
mental protection .. He says. "Any design energy is having a beneficial effect on the
should be designed to compensate for more environmental, design of plants: "You cart .'
stringent standards. It 'must have some afford to put more capital into machinery
flexibility for adapting to changing con- , and equipment to gst better use of the heat
eerns,"
But, are the standards in the.best long: produced."

, As ETSl's regional representative,range interest of people? "Obviously. yes
.and no," says Odasz. "Yes, on the-average Odasz's two biggest problems are railroads

and water. He says that the railroads haveand in the long-range. No. when it comes to
launched a vigorous campaign on all levels

specificsitesandproblems.Forexample.'in tobl kth lsi ipeli ''R'I ad 'oc e COB urry pi me: 81 ro
many cities - New york, Los Angeles, De- strategy is to study and delay it." , '
'nver, and others -' auto emissiens stan-,
dsrds are desirable goals. But, it is wrong The,question of water and where it will '
to impose the economic penalties of that come from is also a persistent one. Before
effort on places like Casper, Wyo." he left Gulf to take the job with ETSI.
Odasz had a brush with international OdsszcalledseversifriendsinWyomingto

intrigue, during the 1960s in Germany. get some background on the depth of'the
East Germany and West Germany were problem. "Each .ofmy friends told me that
trying to put together ajuint venture refin- .the water issue was a serious problem and
ery on the Oder River in Schwedt. Odasz Ia great desl of education needed to be con-
worked for Bechtel Corp. at the time. and ducted on it." Odasz has made the discus-
helped convince the East Germans ofa cer- sion of water a large part of his pitch to
tain refinery design. Thereafter. he be- groups. in an effort.toconvince them that it
came heavily involved in the project. Every is not a significant problem. (Ironically,
day. Odasz would cross the East German during HeN's visit with Odasz at his
border in Berlin through the famous house outside of Casper, his own'well went
Checkpoint Charlie, to work on the refin- dry.) ,
ery. . Odesz acknowledges that "water will
His stint in Gennany mede a lasting im- always be a question, but it's not valid.

pression. He says now, "We have no reali- Partly, it's a smokescreen by the railroad to
zation of an energy shortage here. Every further delay the prqject."

specified that there be zero effluentS - no
noise,' no ,flumes, no plumes - that all
equipment had to be the same color as the
surrounding eucalyptus trees and no tower
could be higher than the trees. This was
fairly advanced for its day. says Odasz. "At
that time, the environmental aspect was
practically unheard of. There was noway of
bringing'the social cost into the cost of
.plant de~ign. The leglil standards to bemet

rr===;=======Dear Fr-ienas ,===. =========;=======~

Friends of the Earth staff and offic-
ers started a full-page ad endorsing
candidate Jimmy Carter with the
teaser, uImaglne! An environmen-
tsJist in the Whjte House. ~
We're trying to imagine that scene

now that Carter has been elected Pres- '-
ident. Shoul4 we expect the dawning
of a new era of concern for the welfare
of the environment? Or should we
brace outseJves for disappointment
wben we find out President Carter.
can't be everything candi<late Carter
said he was?-
Carter and .his stoff tslked about

In-situ uranium
problems with no miJiing. 1

Alunite inUtah
new soorce of aluminum. 1

Dave Wilson,
artist with a purpose. 6

Four Seasons
controversial new ski area. 10

Solar walls'
-low income alternate energy. 13

-Rock Springs
rel'leCtions on the boom. 7

stoPping destructive water develop-
ment prqjects, shifting coal develop-
ment emphasis from the West back to
the East, giving ~nergy conservation
top·priority. and holding,fIrnlon clean
air and cleanwaterlaws. It's a hopet'uf
vision ofthe future. ifh'l canpulHtoff.
John Cole, editor of ~aine 1hnes,

expressed similar. hope-skepticism in
a pre-election column. He said,
"Jimmy Cart8r hOObetter be good ...
There is 80 much riding on his good-
ness. After the shocks of the past de-
cade, ]'m~not SUre the nation could·
stand the new shock of discovering
that insteOOof being a good man.Mr.
Carter is a good organizer, a good
budgeteer. a good demagogue, and a
gnod architect 'of power struggles."
Full of hope. full of apprehension.

but mostly'full of uncertainty. How
could anyone person turn the Ameri-
c'an political-industrial machine
around? Will the moral leOOership he
promises be enough?
. In our mind, the best course of ac-
tion is to abandon pessimism and to
keep reminding the President-elecfof
his promise .. It·s time to turn Carter's
own question around and ask him in

return the question he posed in his
book: "Why not the best?"
One of the fIrst environmental deci-

sions Carter will face is a' choice he
will make befm:e he takes' office in
January - deciding who he will ap-
point to be Secretary of the Depart- .
- ment oftlie Interior.

Four times .in a row now, we have
seen this- crucisl post fIlled with: ex-
governors and ex-congressmen -
political cronies with little back-
ground in natural resource manage--
ment and the science of ecology.
, Carter will piobablydecideon-a new
Secretary of tlie Interior in late
November or early December. Dozens
of names are being tossed around of
candidates for the post including
Idaho Gov. Cecil Andrus. Rep. Morris
Udall (D-Ariz.). Audubon Society
President Elvis Stohr. imd National
Wildlife Federation Executive Direc-
tor Tbomas Kimball.

0)The Citizens for a Good Secretary of
. Interior .(631 Emel'son, Denver, Colo..
, 80218)isr81l;yingsupportfor Dr. Luna
Leopold, Leopo.ld, a son of conserva-
tion pio~eer Aldo Leopold. is a,world
renowned water scientist who hqs
been with the U:S. Geologicsl Survey
until recently when he took a teaching
jObat the University of Cslifornia.

Other strong candidates will likely
emerge. Why not the best? Why not
send hini your ideaS oftha type ofper-
son you'd like to see in the post or the
name of the person you feel is best
qualified? Send yotlr ideas· to:
Carter'Mondale Poliq,Plsnning, Na-
tional Bank of Georgia Building. Suite
2811.34 Peachtree St. N.W., Ath¢ta.
Ga. 30000. ".
Let's give it a try. Imagine! What if

there really was an environmentalist
in the White House - and in the
Cabi":et?' -the l\ditors

I' yOil wa'nl 10 gel U,e Job done:
,

Pass the Buck,
Sure. we want you to RBssthe buck. Please pass several while

you'reat it.Themore bucks that get pas~ into our HeN Research
Fund the better job we'll be able Ie dolor you. Donations are tax
deductible. Make out your contribution to "WY"D"ing Environmen-
tal Insti lute - HCN Research Fund ':, and send it to Wyoming
Environmental Institute. P.O. Box' 2497, Jackson: Wyo. 83001.
Thank you. '

STUFFING PARTY. Help High Coun,
try News mail out sample copies of die ,
paper. Stop by the office at 140 North 7th
Street in Lander, Wyo. betWeen 7:30-9:30'
p.rn. on Thnrsday'November 11. IntereSt-
ingconv""",tion (that is, if you'll be there).
Refresiunllnts to be served. Bring a frieud.
Entertainment. The High Country News Research- Fund

\
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"Alunite development has its good
points," says Gonion'. "I'm pleased that the
company seems so concerned about prepsr-
ing the communities for socio-eeonomie
impact." Gonion says Alumet has wOrked
with lacs! officials to get them: plaiming for
~. Most local politicians 88W so few
problem. with developmentthat theyw~'

-hesitant to 'plan for boom, town conditions,
Eberhard ofthe BLM says thesiteseems . 'We've tried to be epen," says Alwnet's

like "an ides! area" to avoid air pollution Perry. 'Wedon'tthinkwehaveanythingto
and water supply problems. Hesays the air hide."
pollution will be contained in a sinall area Perry says, he. learned from the mistakes
and the water source (deep wells in the the Kaiparowits promoters made. "Rather
Wah Wah Valley just north of the plant than come in from theoutsme withflaahy
site) is not being used-presently. movies like the KaiparoWits people, I've,

Eberhard says A1umet, shouldn't bave tried to deal with the local people on a one
any problem meeting Cia .. n standarda to one basis," he say1.."I 1;ry to be realistic
"The company has"every pollutioo contrill ancLnot gloss over problems. By facing po-'
device known to man proposed;" be says. tenti81 problems Ifeelwecan eliminate or
"They're scrubbing everything." Alumet minimire them," he says.

. -·~T...... rl.~ "
. ,

co,.. ':'~ .• f ~'~" r •• ·,,}-"-" t!t4·rl·~
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, ,

air miles fr~m the p!'lJPOllllddevelopment. visibility is degt'll!ded bUih~health is '!OWlilyresigllllClto1etSouthernUtaI!bave
"It's 80 far away from any park that it's still substantially protected, Enviromnen- one bad eXSlDple." He believes that once

pr~1yanidealCIa88IIarea,"saysHank talistsfo\!ghtdesignatingtheKaip8rowits Utahlinsseewbatboom towngroiVthprob-
'Hassell, an environmental leader from siteCIaas U, and favored a CIB88l(pristine) lemssrelike,they'llbelesalikelytowel"
, Panguitch. ClaasII isa uational airqua1ity designation. . - come every new)nduslz'y with open arms.
designation for an area which would allow Iilnvironmentalist LloydGonion says the Up until i-eeently, therebave been very few
pollution levels to rise up to a poin~,where ' social impacts will be severe, but he's "pet- large-seale development plans for South-

ern Utah, and,lack of emploYment oppor-
tunities to keep local young people in the

. region was considered a mllior problenL
Gordon says envirollJl1entalists in

Southern Utah are viewed as obstnlc-
tionists who are opposed to every develop-
ment proposal. "We staDel more to lose than
to gain by opposing alunite develepmeat,"
says G<!nion. "Ultimately, Pd lik. to see
environmentalists in Utah retognized as-
responsible citizens. Rightnowwearen't"

" .

HAS ITS GOO:Q POINTS

WAH WAD MOUNTAINS. Roeksin the foregroun~ are alunite.' Mining
plans call for creating an open pit mine along the foreground ridge. '!'he
Wah Wah .Mountains in the background are home to mule deer andmo": .. - '.
lain lion. Brist1econe pine are found on the highest peaks. , '

Western
erhe Western Governors Regional Ifsomeofthestateswhichareconsidered. Federal Energy Administration's conser-

Energy Policy Office (WGREPO) is ap' more conservative, such as Uiah and ovation program.
proaching a turning pOint in its shoft his- Nevada, were to dnip out; then WGREPO
tory which may mean its death but will might be freed,to take more liberal stands
more 'likely' mean some' fundamental on specific isSues. The staff eI1virQnmentalist-infonnation
changes. .. Federal funding now restricts the or- . manager keeps up the. staff library and

At the Oct. 7 meeting, WGREPO Chair· ganization to,stipulations written into the maintains a.liaison with all the enviroo.
man Thomas Judge of Montana revealed WGREPO contracts - a situation which mental organizatiQD8, in the region to get
tha.t the organization will likely lose its Judge said' he resists vehemently. In an ' their views on aspects of energy develop-
federal funding at the end of this fiscal year interview with HeN, Guy said that under 'ment. .
in July. Consequently, the governors must contracts, WGREPO stsffcan't be involved The resource economist has completed a
decide whether the organization warrants in any' form of lobbying activity before study comparing methuds of coal taxatioo
state funding so they can ask their legisla- Congress' - only the governors can. in the Western states and is doing a study
tures for appropristions in January. WGREPO also can't be involved in any with an FEA grant to determine the'

WGREPO was formed in Februiu-y 1975 energy matter which the regional c<munis- mechanisms that could be· used in each
to help the WeStern states cope, with the sions are involved in. "It's not healthy for state to retuin funds to imPacted com-
problems of energy development .. ' 'the governors to have to pass inspecti9n, in munities. This studysh.ould be completed

effect, by the federal government," Guy Dsc. 15. .Judge said at the October meeting that
he thought it "essential" to have a'ragt' onal said. The federal funding "injects a serious The resource planner studies the social

Olement of federal control," he said. sod economic impacts on political subdivi- ',energy organization ..A majori~ty of the rep·
, th B' .. sions caused by energy development.fesentatives of the 10 member states At e ilhngs meetmg, Guy suggested The ' ._~ d" .,~_ .th

ed th h . . . .. - sclcucea VIsor IS now worA.Ulo6WIseem to agree at t e orgamzatiOn the governors could conSIder reducmg or th ~ E ' He' h d De I t
shouldcontinue,a1thoughsomeobservers eliminating, the WGREPO staff. If there' energy searc an veopm,en
speculated 'that Nevada, Utah, and' were no staffin Denver; the governor who Administration (ERDA) to try toestahlisb
Avizona have been less than.... enthusiastic is chairman ofilie organlmtioo could pro-- a Denver administration center, Guy said.

The purpose ofthe center would be to divert
about the organization, Other member vide a secretary from his own state's staff. federal reseal-ch dollars from traditiooal
statss are Montana, Wyoming, North and Or, he said, the ''mi.sion ofWGREPO could '

research centers,' such as "the Ma&-
South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, and he shrunk" to take up only analysis of Con- sachusettli Institute ofrec;hnology, to un,i- '
New Mexico. gressional legislation and federal prog-'

versities within the region and to make
rams. sure that research pertiilent to energy de.

Presently, WGREPO's operating budget velopment in this region was eontractsil
WGREPO staff director William Guy is $321,6~5, about two-tljirds.ofjVhich goes for. ' ",

_lined several options the governors wtosRaElaPOrlehs.Tfu°gl."eedandIdea th°t hostw "The .. are the major things we're in-"
Id 'd' I din ·th ,. t ~ G as nction urmg e pa led' b' 'zed I'ke Iiu conSI er, mc u g el er Jom d half G d' ed f tl1. vo V m ut we re organl 1 a rre

federal-state funding or state funding. y~ an . a _ ' du~ ou t. some 0 e, department:We'realways poised torusb j;o
Changing the fuud base would make sev- - s POSItions an t elr uties. a brUsh frre caused by legislation," Guy
eral crucial differences for WGREPO, such. A congressional analYst k~eps track said. '
as opening ihe possibility of a new align, 'daily of major federal legislation and Guy suggested that the governors put
ment of states. Presentl~, the memberShip analyzes each for impact on the states and together a p1ali for the future ofWGREPO.
is derrned by the stetes which aremembers sends out weekly reports plus special However, they decided to not set up a taskof the two regional commissions that fund. analysis reports as' needed. This person force until after aspeci81 ""Parton regional
WGR~PO, Old West and Four Corners. ,also studies federal programs, such sa the organizations is complete. "

ENVffiONMENTAL LIAlSON

IfEDERAJ:,STRINGS

Nov. 6, 1976 - High Country N.....e

COMMENTS SOUGHT
ON ALUNlI'E

·The dr8ft envlroam .. taIlmpae&
statement on ahmite tkWeI ......... t
ia avaDable frclIII the Bureau of
Laud M.......... t, p.o. Box 729.
Cedar City, Utah 84'120.W~
comm .. ta aredae Dee. 8. Public
beariDp OIl the Imp""t slataD .. t
are heiDI pl...-d. For plae_.

. dates, and tim. eOIlIact the BLM
in Cedar City.

~s to,iniitall a ~ouse fi1ter~to~·
move 99%'ofthe p&I1ieulate emissions sod
a wet limesteme scrubber to remove 90% of
the sulfur emissions.

While local air will deteriorate lIl!'i
fluoride emissions could make a<ljjoeent
vegetation toxic to sriimals, Eberhard says
Class I standards will be met within 16
miles of the plant site under ~ opera-'
tion. '

OPENNESS IMPORTANT

constrai'rlts
William Guy resigns
William 'Guy announced Nov. 1that

he Js resigning as ,staff director for
_.,:'I'GREPO,effective Dec. 31. Guy told Ie
HCN that his commitment when he
took the jlJb in April 1975 was to ,or-
ganize the energy office and see that it
got into operation, but he never consi- I,
dered a career in the position OJ; in De-
nver. "Frankly, I'm nota large city per-
son, and I'm anxious to get back to
North Dakota," he says. Guy has ac-
cepted a position in his home state
which will be announced soon,

Acconiing to their by-!aw., the gov-
ernors must meet before March 1 to
choose new officers, and, Guy expects
them to determine the fu ture of

, WGREPO sod the new director at that
, tim'l.

In the meantime, Dr. Ricbai-d Meyer
will se,:"e as acting director. Meyer h8s
been working as science advisor and aa.
sistant director for WGREPO since he
took a leave of absence frOll! Sandia
Laboratories. Meyer.earned his docto-
rats from the University of California
at Berkilley in physical chemistry. He is
the author of several scientific artic1l!s
and ha.done resesrchon~oal,gasifica-
tion, nuclear safety, nuclear w~tes.
and volcanic msgma, a sourc:e.of ther- "
mal and electrical energy. He also
served as the president of the New Mex-
ico Academy ofScie~. •

Selection of Guy 88 staff director
cr""ted a big cont;roversy amongst en-
vironmentalists in the-region, and the
public is expected to watch the next
selee~on with interest, too.



More skiing

Four Seasons Resort nears approval

People on both sides of this issue feel
there is much at stake. The proponents
have already invested' thousands of dollars

• 0 into their proj""t. Opponents believe the
development of these lands would be an
unforgivable and irreversible loss. The re-
sort proposal has been the most controver-
sial issue to divide the city inmany years.
Emotions were high when, on, September
6th of this year, a cabin owned by Professor
Liechty, and located on 40 acres ofproperty
needed by the Four Seasons project, was
destroyed by TNT explosions and the re-
sulting fire. J

status to save them. Rehabilitative pro- Liechty, an outspoken critic of the pro-
jects _then -began to improve vegetative ject, was shocked. "I couldn't believe that
cover and prevent additional erosion. en- someone would do something so terrible,"
ticspointoutthe irony ofthis.-the agency he said. A federal agent was called in to
appointed to rehabilitate these lands may investigate, but the incident remains un-
accomplish the opposite result by giving its I solved.
approval for the resort. Provo citizens now await the final deci-
Four Seasons plans to use grass to re- sion from the Forest Service which will de-

vegetate the land which they must strip of termine the future of their nearby moun.
trees for ski runs. Odell Julander, a retired taine. Despite all the negative impacts this.~~:::,~~~~~~~.s~~:t~~~S!~~=~J:-J::.e~~~~~~;,~~t:'5~~~:;o;;;::l~
piJi&1~f;r6tfd~~~~«~f:ftecH<:~_f~:6~r;9:~~cfi{6~m~~~~~~~a:~r~pti~ist~c.
sion that the present tree growth provides Yet they remain firmly against the propos-
... The increased potential for erosion may als, Their feelinga were summed up by oI4f\1
be the margin between safety and disas- woman who said. "It's really ridiculous 'J!/i
ter." have a ski resort on top of a temple like

that." "

,,,,,,,,,"- '-":'....... -_ ... --....."
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by Mark Peterson

Four Seasons Ski ResortSince 1965. Wilderness Asoociates and
Four SeaSOIl8, Ine., have sought to dev~op
a m'lior' resort in the Wasatch Mountains
east of PtVvo. Utah. Now. with the imal
environmental impact statement <EIS)
eompleted, and the 3O-day public reView
period at an end. itappesrs thedevelopers'
hopes will imally be realized. The U.8.

o Forest Service will most likely give ap-
proval this week to the 4,500-acre year-
round recreational resort known as Four
Seasons.
TheprQject, emphaSizing skiing, is to be

built within the next two years on Uinta
National Forest lands; Plans call for con.
struction of a village at the base of Maple
Mountain. The village will inclnde hptels,
housing, a golf course, -tennis club, and
other entertainment facilities. From herea
6,loo-foot-Iong funicular railway will run
up the side of the mountain to another vil-
lage called Maple Flat. It will provide
overnight facilities for skiers along with a
restaurant; and a convention center. At
this point skiers will be whisked away by a
2.6 mile gondola system to one of three
other mountain villages and 9-10 miles of
ski lifts to support 8,300 skiers a day.

."
FOUR SEASONS. Pending Forest Service approval, constmction of Four
Seasons Resort complex is set to begin this spring and be completed within
two.years. Map courtesy of the SALT LAKE TRIBUNE. -

weren't going to study all the roads, sew.
ers, and the base site. "Yau can't have a ski
resort without a base site," she says.

Other secondary impaeta which the local
chapter of the Sierra Club says the EIS did

Opposition to the development has been not address are additional road building,
strong for several reasons. Many Provo air and water quality, congestion in resi-
't' th EIS biased nd i dential areas, noise, and airport expansion.CI lzenS see e as a I~ a mcom-
plete study Containing many inaccurlll'ies.. These impacts, particularly airport expari-
Chsrges have also heen leveled that the sion,couldhaveanegativeeffectonneal'/>y
tstem td t" ..I lth th N Utsh Lake, a natural feeding ground for
s. en. oes no. colll~~yWI. e a-. 'peti.~e"faIooii8"and many'btli€f lip.des '
bonal &nv?"onmental Pohcy Act (NEPAl. of birds and wildlife: In the final EIS; this
W. R. Liechty. Professor of Botany at. . aI ted. .

B . h Y ng U . er 'ty in Provo Impact IS ev us In Just one sentence:ng am ou DlV Sl I , .. . .'
charges that, ''Much ofthe data included in .loB a ~ult of airport expan.-sIOJi,there
the EIS was prepared by developers arid-is could be Impacts upon the env~,,"?en~ of
therefore biaaOd. Much of the data ia not Utsh Lske and Its assocIated wildlife.
documentable, and some are false." He
points to fhe report's exaggerated snowfall'
and doubtful length of ski season statistics
as "padded" information that "should be
disr.eliarded," .
According to another Provoan, Lilliait

Hayes, the EIS also does not adequately
evaluate the cUmulative and secondary
impaets of the proposed aetion as required
by NEPA. Hayes believes the environmen-
tal statement shouldn't be approved be-
.cause the statement said that officials

INCOMPLETE STUDY?

IS IT NEEDED?

EROSION PROBLEM Some citizens are asking a more funda-
men tal questiori, "Has the neec:I for a new
ski area in Utsh been demonstrated?"
Many ski areas in Utsh are having fI-

nancial difficulty. A resort called'Solituile
did not operate last year due to lack of use.
ParkCity West went into receivership last .
year after losing $24,000.000. Many others
are on the brink of fmancia! trouble.
.Other Provoans have gone further to

Some also point i.o possible erosion prob-
lems as another examllie of the Forest
Service's mil ure to examine potential im-
pacts cl"""ly. Erosion and flooding prob·
lems became 80 severe on these slope'~b:e•.
cause oflumhering and overgrazing prac-
tices that in 1935 it became necessary to
place these lands under national. forest

question I the economic feasibility of the
large Four Seasons resort According to the
EIS, if the investors backing Four Seaso~
hope to make a profit equaling' 14.5 'J)
their gross fixed assets (the average pf.-l
made by U.S. ski areas l~st year) then Four
Seasons must realize $19.52 revenue per
skier. The average revenue per skier
achieved by the a';erage successful ski area
in 1975 WIl8e only $7.92.

CONTROVERsiAL ISSUE

Large scqle coo! push 'unlikely

SCENE OF TJD!: caIilu:. Thci.sea.. after professloJilllly_t explosives
dsstroyedW. R. Llschty's ~bm; PhcIto by Brent ft.ss

A Montana University study s",ys that
very large scale development of coal in the
Northern Great,Plains in this century is
unlikely.
The -report, prepared by th,e Montana

University CoaI'Demand Tearit, bases its
prediction on several key' a8s~mption8
ahout the future:
-Sulfur scrubbers and-or low sulfur coal

will be required for all coal-fired plants:
-Electric consumption will' grow at a

rate much slower than in previous y~rs
due to rises in real electric prices.
-Coal will retsin its 1973 share of elec-

tric generation rather than heinl(dispiaced
.by Iiuclear lieneration; and .' -
"-No cominercia! gasification of coal will

occur in this century, - ..
Even less development Would take place

in the West if sulfur dioxide coIitro~ re-
quirements were-.'elaxed; the study indi-
cate$, bec~use- Western coal's market
would he rOeiucedfrom '21 10 13 ·states. 0

- , \.

The most likely level of development is
indicated by current contracts, according
to the study. That means s production of
136 million tons per year in the Northern
Great Plains by 1980. For the future, the·
researchers predict production of 140-170
million tons pet=year by 1985 and 200-300
million tons per year by the year 2000.
National Coal Association production es-
timates are much higher. They indicate
that Wyoming alone will be producing
around 160 million tons per year by 1986.

The Montana sludyisdesignedtoheuse- .
ful in the future. even if some oHoday· ... \,
projecti<!nsprove wroni 'It nighlighta ke~i
variables ",hicli will determinefhe level of
cOol develbpment in the NortheJli Great
PJ8.irls:It '81Iio shows how much tHe1evei of
development will i:haiig'e ifili~Se"vliriables
change. A swnmary of the four-vohmle
work, is available from.the state.ofM;on-
tana.
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Meeteetse group likes Bald Mtn. as is
. Agroup ofcitizens and a copper company arefightmg over a valuable piece ofland in
the mountains nsar"Meeteetse, Wyo.The Meeteetee Preservation Orgallizat;'" (MPO),
joined by Friends of the Earth and the Wilderne .. ~ety,' have asksd the state to
dsclare Bald Mountain and the ghost town of Kinvin' areas of ''unique and irreplace-
able, historical, archaeological, scenic, or natural value." AMAX, rn.., has different
plans for the same place ..,- an opeo pit copper mine, which would eliminate the top of ~,.
Bald Mountain altogether. MPO haspetitimed the steta E.nvinJllll18lltal Quality
Council to ho~ a hearing on the proposed protective classification. Thebsaring, which
was originally set for Nov. 8, has been postponed until the week of Dec. 1 to allow
A)\fAX more time to prepere.
While AMAX has~t yet sought a .tate mining permit, the company claims itb.

""ant $5 million developing plans. AMAX says the lands in quBBtim are "unique, if at.
all, for their mineral value," pOinting out that in the past, as weIl as the pr'I8lDt,·the
principal use of them ha8heenfor miningpurpoees. In p_ingthe proposed classiCi·
. cation, AMAX will arll!l8 that its patented mining claims and private.propertyrighta
would be violated. Itwillalso challenge the constitutional right of the Environmental
Quality Council to desi~te unique areas, according to AMAx attorney Michael
Sullivan. .

IDAHOANS WANT MORE TRAILS DEVELOPED J

The Fifth Annual Idaho Trails Symposium held in Boise early last
month concluded with a call for more trails for bicyclists and hikers, ac-
cording to th~ IDAHO STATESMAN. "Congrees authorized the u.s. De-
partment of Tr!UlBportation to spend $2 million in each stelle developing .
paths, but none of that money was spent in Idaho," said David Thompson,
. trails coordinator for the Idaho Department of Parks and Recrration.
"Congress didn't appropriate the money and we would like to see that
changed." Stim Young of the Bureau ofOlitdoor Recreation told the gather-
ing that several national historic trails are being considered which wfluld
run through Idaho. These include the Oregon Trail (see centerspread), the
Lewis and Clark Trail. the Nez Perce Trail, and the Paci1lcNorthwestTrail.

~, •"'Nlitii>'halliiliton<ft'ioIlil1l.t><%:'ldb1.'a'ne\\l'eal:e'('o'..y 1ff ilatioillil'traila.requiriDg .
C sPeCial legislation by co.e ... Presently,' nationsI trails are d~gnated
either scenic or recreatlonal. .

I.• Photo of trail through DeVoto MemorisI Cedar Grove in the Clearwater
National Forest in Idaho ..Idaho Departm~nt of Commerce and Develop-
ment photo.

Bureau still -eyeingGrand Canyon dam
Bureau ofReclamation officials appeer to he determiJied to keep their options open on

a proposed dam site downstream from Grand Canyon National Park. The proposed
Hualapai dam at Bridge Canyon would back water into the. national perk. Most
conservationists thought the dam proposal was killad eight years ago•..men Congreas
ordered an and to bureau studies of the site. A wildernsss proposal for the area
prompted a Sept. 8 bureau memorandum which breathed new life back into the prop-
osal. The memo came from the bureau's Lower Colorado Region and was apparently
directed at the Park Service. It recommended that the Hualapai site, and corridors for
access and transmission lines, he excluded from wilderneas consideration. "We 1'8!'Oll-
nize that (Public Law 90-537) ~ a stoppage of our study of the site," Ken Fulther of the
bureau's office in' Boulder City, Nev., told the Desetet News. ''But once the thing is
committed to wilderness area itis very difficult to get a changeoftliat designation of the
use ofthe land." A bureau official in Salt Lake City told the newspaper that the state of
Arizona is interested in damming the Colorado at that point.

Colorado land planners look at tax tools
The Colorado Land Use Commission's proposals for the 'state's 1977 Legislature will .

include tax incentives for preserving prime farm land and open space, according to Gov.
Dick Lamm. After Jiving with six years worth of land use legislation,Lamm says
Colorado has "a confusing andcontrsdictory mS88 of regulations which, while keeping
locsl officials busy, produces little meaningful direction in the prudant use of land."
-according to Land Vse Planning Reports. Lamm is urging the LUC not to add to the
currant array of regulatory controls. Lsrnm also said that Colorado has' a better
'reputation in land use planning than it deserves. "We do have some reason to brag,
especially in terms of reinforcing local government's powers. But in other areas, such as
energy and preserving agricultural land, we're weak," he said

'Somebody' took Yellowstone's water
The Montana Fish and Game Department hasrequestecho much water from ffie

Yallowstcins River for fish and wildlife that itwould preclude any futute Use of the river
. . ENIJA,NGERED CWNOOK SALMON . by Montana agriculture or industry, according to The Missou.Ban. The departmllnt

Snake River fsIl CbiD""k salmon, which used to number around 100.000 allll..,JIlses any dam constructionsIong the 6fiO-mile length oft1ierivar, from YellowB-
.in Idaho, lire within 1,000 'fiah of extinction. according to the Idaho Depart- tone National Park to the North Dakota border. The requllst wilhiot affilct the ell:iatlq
. ';'ent of Fish mid Game. The culprit? Dams like the Little Goose shown rights of Yellawstone River water Users, howevllr. In fact, James A. P-";'tz tJl the
above, 'which eliminate spawning areas. Congress-luis approved a bill departmsnt claims that the move would BBtablish the ciepsrtmen"t as a "1ine of defense
_which'would provide money to build eslmon and ateelbeali hatcheries to bstween (existing users) and neW Water Users." "We're nol taking all the wa."
replace fish lost when dams like this one were built. The plan, called the biologist Larry Petermlm told The MllillO'.llan "Somebody alae tc!)k it ~ ••
Lower Snake Compensation P1an, will cost $58 mUHon. If the federal money The Montana 'Department ofNatur8l Re8oul'cee and CoIiaervation intudyiDjr alI
Is appl'C!Prlaied Without delay and construction on the eight hateherles eon requeots; iJiCludiDg the FiBh and Game IJepsrtmebt' .. for Yell~ PuIi1ic
begln by next fall, lilaho. flsberm ... should see an mer-in eslmon and heariDpO.ll;Dlitursll'llllOlireNclepertment·sreportiauedinOct;abar heldm.
steelbead by llllI,the fiah and,gam!, d~t say.; . " 'u eitillltillong the Yel1owstoDe.lnput fl'oin the hearinp will beuW inwrItinlJ a1lDal

. Idaho Depar1ment of F,'il!b!Uld Game photo:,' ·";r8pilrtbE{orethlldepartDillnt·s~areJlniaelltecltotbe 1977-.watun.
I .... .. - '. '. -.:'A1hree-year,~impoaedlllOl'lltoiiumOD ... rvatio ... ftomthermr ...... inMMda. .

Garrison means 'dollars down' drain'
The Garrison Diversion Prqject in North Dakote is an "average, run-of-the-mill

worthless project," according toanarttcle in the November issue of Reader's Digest. In
an article called "Haifa Billion Dollars Down the Drain," author James Nathan Miller
.says that the U'B. Bureau of ~lamation and Army Corps of.Engineers project wiu
. ''bring.irrigation water to about 1,200 farm families' that are already growing good
CI'OPS without it. , . .it will irrigsle<lll!y 250,000 acres (aboutbalfofone perce~t of the
state's agricultural land)." Aud, Miller .. ys, it ''will literally take more land' out of
production than it puta into production." The only way to stq> the now of such pork
barrel prqjecls out of Washington, Millsr says, is an alert citizenry. "OuIy if taspayers
learn the tactics behind these projects wiU they be able to fight them on a project-by-
project basis," he says.
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.by Roger A. Caras, Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, New York, 1976. $15.00, hard

.cover, 422 pages,' .

Review by Peter Wild

When we were kids we'd march into the
woods surrounding our neighborhood
anTIe9 witFi slingshots. spears, and bows
,and arrows. Once a farmer's al ert goose
made a sh~mbles of our foray into his or-
chard. Once Oscar thrust Itis hand into a
trap, skillfully fashioned from an orange
crate and ingeniously camouflaged, only to
withdraw it in horror, a squirrel dangling

- from his rmger.
sUch evente convince-tus that nature's

creatures lay in wait at eyery turn. Arter
all, at the movies we had seen the eag~e
that plucked lambs from psstures,the bear
that suffered delirium trel1Jl'ns at bedtim~
unless he could slake his thirst with a
draught of human blood.

Probably no eaglesor bears lurked in our
forest; but we knew that they might be
there. We tl'embled with a "delicious, tingl.
ing horror" at the possibilities. Such
psychology, such "ne_ed to fictionalize," is
common to children and, in a slightly more
sublimated form, to some adults.·

hlliid~ the bOOkis a scientific study that
doean'tmake light of animals that can bea
real menace.

The author quotes one old-India hand:
"Whilst at dinner, Ibeard voices approach.
ing my tent . '.' the people were from a
village a mile and a half a)Vay, and had
come to tell me that their cattle had gal- by Cornelia Fleischer Mutel, Land book should be used much. like a guideto

. loped hack in confusion into the village at Grant Publiahing CompanY, Boulder, mushrooms or birds should be used. Each
dusk, without the ir herdsman. At dawn we Colo., '168 page s, Copies may be ob-: ecosystem is discussed in terns of.its com-
started Ionthe back-trail ... we fouod the tamed from ROMCOE; HI5 Grant pohents: appearance, location, commo
man's tlemain~; only tge, soles or his feet, Street, Denver, CO 802m. $5.50 plu. 21 plants and animals, non-living .traits, 0/
the palms of his hoods, ... " In their en. cents postage.' changes through time. However, the s~

. thusias m for human flesh, Some reriegade R" b b P dim is. on' the ecosystem as a complex aev~ewyRo'u' d Icats will rip open thatched roofs and claw ynamic whole. Alterations re ated to
down doors. . This is one of those books someone must hwharl use are listed for each ecosystem." .

Still, in the Ll.S, at least, it is farsafer to tell you about. If you were wandering Thisis,exactlywhatGrassland to Glacier
walk inthe woods than to drive down a through.a bookstore or scanning a book' does, , ' .'
freeway. When injuries do occur, the odds list, the "Boulder 'County" in the title ':rhe book has one shortcoming. It is too
are that man is the aggressor. When trod would be a warning flag not to buy it," short, B~au.se ~fthis. some areas are given
upon, the rattlesnake bites. The hunter Yes, you are right.It is full of.local place ,cursory inspection. Tbere are too few refer- .
who is-gored by the deer he'sjust shot has names. No, you are wr.ong. It is a useful' ~ces to organisms below the birds, mam-
little excuse for moralizing. The author book for information on the entire Rocky male, and higher plants which are common
drives the win t home with a discussion, of Mountain region. " and observable such as insects, rept~ es and
·the "bear problem" - actually a "people From Grasslands to Glacier is both a fungi. This is a quibble. Nonetheless, the
problem" -=-'innational" parks. hi over 100 localised" and a gener:al book simultane- reading Iist. should include a section .on
years of park history, only six people have ously because of'the unique nature ofBoul- general referenc~ works and then sections

.been killed by bears - six outofhuodreds der County, Colo. As David Armstrong ofreadmg mater-ial on each of the ecosys-
of millions of visitors, statistically an in- points out in the forward, few areas in ~ms f~r the, mdl;ldual who wants. a more
significant figure. In the face of constant North Amer.ica have as great a number of IOte!1S1,ve (a:r:d., unfortu~ately, .Jargon- .
teasing and feeding of bears by some mem- environments in .such a' small area. The filled} education on a particular life zone .
bers of the public, the animals deserve Continental Divide comes farthest ~ast1.n This book was wr-itten for the layperson
compliments foe their patience. the-Indian Peaks locale of the county. The and is intended as.a guide to the Rocky

Carassuggests that tourists learn," ... to 30 miles east to west across the county is Mountam region ecosyst.ems. Mutel ISre-
-act as adults, perhaps for the first time in comparable to a trip going 1,500 miles freshing: what you see in the preface is
their lives." He goes on to reassu;e readers straight north. BoulderCountYisa natural what you get.
that, "In the final·analysis, bear watChing swnmary of the Rocky Mountains. The sec- r "

in an Anierican,national park it>safer than tions on th"e mountain ecosystems ,apply to .----~-
boating, ....skin-diving, hiking, climbing, parts of New Mexico, Wyoming, and even
gardening, and making "o:ve~There is al- Utah, Idaho, and Montana. The prairie en- .
most nothing safer ... _." vironmental discussion can be usei::l not

Mr. Caras r.eadilY admits that, despite only in eastern Colorad~, but alsO in Neb-
his mighty efforts at accuracy, specialists raska and Kansas.
maydisagree wi~h some"of his conclusions., The bOQkianot a-nQsebleed.on the glories
For instance, information on snakebite- of Boulder County. Mutel is a straightfor-
mortality simply doesn't exist for: Bolivia ward writer with real tecl:mical c-omp~-
8iM:t Peru? thus leaving the field ppen to '--tenc~ - a umqu&comb"inatioRID ~ientific·
specuJa~ion. However,.those with"a geneJ;'w writing. The writing is clear: anq concise
interest - whether in the black widows in 1 with a minimum ofja'rgon and a surpJus of'
their back yards or the moose they en- "information. It is doubtful that anyone, no
counte~ in the woods - will find that m~tter how informed, can read asectiorf-
Dangerous to Man fills in'"many of the sayonquaking"aspenecosystems-andgo
gaps concerning a fascinating aspect of outside and not see aspen fromap.ew pers-
wildlife. pective. As Mutel says jn the preface: "This

From Grassland to Glacier:
an Ecology of Boulder County

Natives of India call one snake the seven
stej>per in the belief that after its bite the
victim falls dead within seven steps. In Review by Mark PetersOn· Simple experiInents using basic equip-
truth, the snake can bedangerous,.though - ment illustrate concepts like ther-
no venomous creature possesses such by Mark Terry and Paul Witt, Friends modynamics. entropy," and energy-
quick-acting powers. of tile Earth Books,529Commerciai St., intensiveness. These are used to study in-

Here at nome, billboards tempt tourists San Franci"",o, Calif. MIll. $3.00. . terrelationships of various energy prob-
zooming across Arizona to see the most _ LL f lems.
malicious of beasts, "The Thing." After As a former teacher! know "ue rustra- Some of the activities for the students
paying their dollars, theyshiverbef-orethe tion of attempting to devise interesting, include learning to understand their
eDge ofa lone t:ar8J1tula. perhaps a bit un-" educational lessons on current issues that families' utility bills, calculating how·
usual for its hair'ybody, but one of the most actively involve the students. To helpover, much energy is actually used by ordinary
docile and maligned of spiders. come this difficulty, Mark Terry and Paul appliance~ like refrigerators, and just how

And then of course there's Jaws, the Witt - both high school teachers - wrote much that McDonald's hamburger really
"nightmare made intO entertainment." No a teacbers' handbook, Energy and Order. ts
doubt about it, sharks can mean trouble, This short work (only 42 pages) outlines a co;,a~ts are presented to allow discussions
very bad trouble, but in 10 y... rs they kill series of presentations and activities for a todevelope These often center around value
fewer people worldwide than do' au· complete unit on energy. Although it was questions such as: "What right do We have
tomobiles in the U.S: on a single Fourth of developed as a 4-5 week course for 10th to bequeath .nuclear dumP. to oJr grand-
July w... kend. graders, the program can be made shorter children?" and "!sourdiSproportionate use

While examining the real or imagined or long";'" and modified for use at other of the world's resoqr<;esjusti/iable?"
menace of creatures rang,ing from venom,,:- levels With equal success.
ous sea shell. to Indian elephants, The book progresses in a logical manne,. - Energy and Order need not be re-
Dangerous to Man offers a broad com- It' nrst helps teachers deveIoj> students' stricted to use within the science depart-
menton buman psychology. . energy vocaljulary, Then the students ment. It will be successful in' any class

1e8rn to analyze energy ayatema. Tbese where the goals are to give students an
Roger Caras shares his fascination with skills ar~ then applied to discussions of understanding, of their perSonal'· energy

. the beauty and complexity of animals, ood r energy issues being debated today. , use, 'a realization of the moral nature of
he doesn't hesitate in condemn humana Through this apprOOch,.tudents become assumptions under lying energy decisions,
who through ignorance or greed are push· acqUainted with how energY worIql and aDd a heliefthat:they can and should par-
ingthe cheetah, the Siberian tiger, and the how it is connected to food, transportation, ticipste in choices affecting their lives and
red wolf toward extinction.' On the other and the world they live in: our plooet's future.,. . -

Unique.
'"High Country News is the only paper of

its kind in the Rocky Mourlain Wes\. Anr
en~irbnmen,lal Wa,tchdog: . " ". ~
Send me the unique HCN; ~
enclosed is $10. for 25 issues. '
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High Country lews

A special edition of Tom ,Bell's High
Country News. Forty-eight pages
rounding up the best articles appearing
in HCN frOm 1969 to 1975. Glossy,cover
outside, newsprint inside. Alternate
energy, f';'sil fuels, Wildlife, land use .
Plus a never-before-published .history of
the Higl1 Country News.
To order your copy 'send $1.50 to HeN,
Box K, Lander, Wyo. 82520.
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