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The big push to dam the WhiteRive~ -
one of.the few remaining free-flowing riv-
ers in Utah - is in the making. Recently,
the Utah Division of Water Resources ap·,;.'
plied for the right to build a 125-foot dam
and reservoir on this river· in Northeast
Utah. The project is designed to supply
water for many uses including oil shale
development, irrigation of Ute Indian,
lands, and creation of a recreational lake.

It is also seen in the eyes of some as an
exercise in building a white elephant. Oil
shale projects are extremely tenuous at
this point in time; the utes aren't using the
water they're entitled fo now, much less
needing.more water; and the recreational
lake that is envisioned will fill with silt to
such a level that within 50 years boating
and fishing opportunities will be lost.
The project will drown deeply-carvedca-

nyons of inspiring beauty, eliminate a rare
plant found nowhereul se, jeopardize
waterfowl and raptors that nest along.the
canyon walls, and possibly .submerge an
old stage coach stop along with the history

su;:eu::::::~::::I~:::ement(BLM) ~,., ""U· ·est· "dl"tor'l"al •
will shortly begin a six-month environ- .-.." II . The Alpine Audubon Society. has
mental analysis of the project, which will called for an extension of time in the.
include public hearings. When the analysis east slope, has many significant impacts on I' 'H P k ThOld '. . p ahnmg process ror uston ar. e
is completed.Bl.M might ru le that the pro- 'W' 0 WI erness·' the natural resources ~fthe ~uston Park area is "supremely qualified" for con-
ject does not constitute a "major action." y., . f ,area. Irr;tportant fisheries which hold rare sideration as wilderness, the group
And iflittlepublic interesthasbeen shown - populations of Colorado cutthroat_ t~u!! _. says, and the water diversion m\g1)t
during this period, no environmentaI"im~ h' ~ .., " undisturbed ptime·-e'l'k'l.1c1bifut'-'&\d'rn.il~sJ, . ,,>'.!".]. .• h" -r' i~I_-";--.,.. ~<", . . soug' t or v.tlate'y.. , ...-.'.." ".' r' ..-_.!.." ...• ~". jecpardize ita c aneea-ror metusaen-tn-.
pact statement would be required and the. ..',.. , '.N') OfWll~.co~~try 'Yill pejil1:;¢.r;ed-; ''1tt '~)J (II <ot'he-National\WiM'erlieSS.:Preservation ~
construction crews could begin their work . The .Issues ar~ somewhat cJ?ud~, ~:mt .System. In light < of the questions

C·mediately, by-Bart Koehler the action t:hat wilderness conse!VatlOlllsts raised about.Cheyenne's need for more
_~?O far, public interest in the projecthas must take I.Scl~ar. We. hav.e to Insure that water, the Audubon group feels this~.,' Wilderness Society Representative hid - bl H P k. ccn practically nil. .Perhaps citizens feel as rnue an as POSSI e In uston ar risk may be unjustified.
there is no need for alarm; construction is will be granted a wilderness study by urg- L_.- J

The Huston Park Roadless Area, 61,000··, ild,at least a year away. .What many don't mg lor a w· erness study for the entire
real ize is that it is in the very beginning acr:,esof magnificent wild country located area. This is known to the Forest Service as
phases of a project when individuaJ:=: can along the Continental Dtvide west of En:' 'lAlternative A."
hav~ the most impact on the planning pro- campment, Wyo., is in deep trouble. Why should we be asking for a wilder-

The chief of the Forest Service has di~cess. "The further down the line you go, the ness study? The original l:!uston Park
harder it is for citizens to modify the pro- reeted the staff of the. Medicine Bow Na- Roadless Area (39,000 acres) was recom-
ject," claims Ralph Heft, BLM's natural re- tional Forest to compress what was origi- mended for wilderness status. in, 1972 by Ifyou don't like the idea of having a coal
source specialist. As time passes, more nally a three~year planning process into the staff of the Med~ciiIe Bow National gasificati.on plant mov.e';in. next. doop,:L....

"three months. The forest supervisor will (:l .time and money is invested in the project . Forest and the regional forestor. Unfortu- scream,la" little loudet~',pl:otest~h UtitP'e~ef!l:..
and plans become solidified. decide by this December which lands in nately, the chieftumed the recommenda- Ionger,~Believeitornot"your'voiclHs~ing;lhE:

. Huston Park will be allocated for ",ilder-Having looked over the edge into the . tion down.; heard. .
. ' ness study and which will be allocated formammoth twisting canyons of the White So much of the Medicine Bow Nation~l Ray Newsom, director of f:nergy conver-

River and experienced the wilderness feel- devel?pm·ent. Forest has been crisscrossed with roads sion development for Houston-based
ing brought on by its complete isolation, we This hurry-up effort was forced by the ~nd scarred by clearcuts that it i&ex- Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Co., recently
can only hopefhat the public will speak out city of Cheyenne, 'with help from the ,trem~lydifficult to find a largetractofwild told 'Business Week: "The mounting op- .;
soon. Instead ofattempting to put.out fires, Wyoming congressional delegation. The country anymore. Huston Park is by far the position to Western coal gasification pro-
we must work toward p:reventirig them. city owns water rights along the west slope largest road less area in the forest and pos- jects is fOFCing companies to review their
Voicing your opinion early on the White of the Sierra Madre Range and has.cr:iecl sesses the most ecological dLv.ersity;.,from plans_and.b.e.more,inclined.to.accept the .~-"..
River will be a step in that dir~tion. that her citizens :'desperately need" to de- sagebrush flatS to alpine tu~dra: lfall 'tfIe higherlCbatof-an-Easterh'projecti-n,-orderto'/I,:~.'

velop the 'water. The need question is com-. development plans for the Sierra, Madre" impr.ove their:chan~of.realizing-8nypro; :-If vou are concerned or would like mOf&> I' db th C th' h . . ' . .
J " plcate y e,act att eCltYlsnegotIat- Range are approved, such as the. Jac.k ject at alL"information write to: District Manager, I .h P if' P ding a water sa e Wit ac IC ower an Cr~k Timber Sales, future water ae- Newsom says PanJ1andle's proposed

BLM, P.O. Box F, Vernal, Utah 1}4078. . Light Company and Panhandle_Eastern velopments by Cheyi"one .along Jac,k plant near Gillette, Wyo., Mluld be 15%
-MP Pipeline Company to help pay for the pro- Creek, an.? the Savery-Pot Hook project,. cheaper than a plant in Illinois. "We're still

ject. r can't hel p but wonder just whose· c. there won't bemuch wild country left in the hanging tough in Wyoming, hut giVeD the
"need" is really pushing the project so fast. range. opposition there, weview our fallback. Jl98i-
The prop~sed project, which will run AlternaVve A, the wilderness ~udy al- tion in Illinois more favorably than be-

west s'iope water through a pipeline to the' ternative, will not close the door on the city fore," he said~
" . of Cheyenne; ~uch an action wUIstill leave B' . W k "ted th t- - E .' ,

th .. fd I . Ch ' " uSlness ee replr a SIX asve optlOn:o eve opIng eyenne 5water '~ell :ill' thethsei f' : :>.,r
open in the futur~. "~ , e~ ~verno;s' ,.' .,D..ver ~es 9·. ,:;.

th - ~. .. . fermg_ tax mcentIves,"access r~s, and. DonRollens, e Forest SupervIsor 01 the th ~ . ." he th'-. ·t teo . "
M d·· B N t' "' F t-' L .0 er ,avors, w n eli's a were con-e Icrne ow a loni:U ores In arwme, id Ed £ sift t' I "toe
wants to receive public inPJl~ on this land s er " or new ga lea. ion p an :--:-, .
allocation before the end of October. The: Let them fight over who gets the plants.
Wilderness Society and the Wyoming Wil- Meanwhile, let's keep fighting to keep the
i;lernessCoalition urge you to sit down ,and r )Nest's air clean and our rivers flowing ..
write a letter in support of Alternative A . Scream a little. louder! Protest a little
for Huston E.ark. .. '. ~ longer! -BH

White dam' a
t1white elephant?

Maryland advertises HeN
An HCN ad appeared in a Maryland

paper this past week but we don't know
who Itad the ad published. Thankyoujust
e same.
'·n the May 7, 1976 issue of HCN we
inted some ads and asked our readers

to placeone of them in their local papers.
Ads Have aiJpeared in 11 states and-the
pa per ~s received a"tiea~t 50 requestsfor '
sampleS\-and sold several" new sl:lbscrip-
tions. T~k you. '

DAM PROPOSED. One of the magnificent canyons found along the White River in Utah 't/1at may be compromised by
a dam peoposal. ' P'boto by Dorothy Harvey, ,

AUDUBON CALLS FOR MORE
. TIME

Trx_ screaming
a little louder

f

I
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4.High Country Ne~ - Oct 8, 1976 desert This kind of land will be a new ex-
perience to campers used to the woods and
mountains of central Idaho's wilderness
areas.

"The Owyhee is the loneliest place in the
Pacific Northwest," said one awestruck
camper returning from three days in the .
desert. "I never saw' so many rattlesnakes,
and I never felt so lonely. I knew it was a
heck of a long ways to the nearest ranch."
Many trying to enter the area may get as

far as Silver City, or the nearby War Eagle

Owyhee. • •

(continued from page 1)

lavafrequently color the canyon walls,
where the river has cut into the soft alhi-
vial soil laid down by prehistoric Lake
Idaho.
Fossils show that mastodons, mam-

moths, camels, bison, and the ancien t pre-
decessors of the modem horse all used to
roam the area. Fossilized clams, shells, and
fiahbonea reveal the thrjving state of an-
cient sea life in Lake Idaho, according to
Earl J. Larrison's Owyhee: Life Of A .
Northern Desert.

Black bruises of lava
frequently color the ca-
nyon walls.----------

The ear liest known human dwellers
were the Shoshone, who lived in caves
alongthe river bank. Meyer, who has expo
lored some of the caves on foot, says they
extend as far as 200 teet back into the sand:
stone of the canyon walls and contain un-
touched relics of Indian life:
The Shoshone also built rock walls to

hem the buffalo and big game jn on the
promontories of the cliffa. The hunters
drove them over the canyon walls in
groupe; where the animals would faU to

, their deaths. The rock walla remain.
::M&if of'fJii, histofy of the white man in'0;'- !j' .,. . ,

the are!' took place around Silver City, to
the east of the Bruneau, and in the Jordan
Valley in Oregou, along the northern part

Mountain, with a comrnandingview offour
states, including, if' they're, lucky, a
glimpse of Wyoming's Grand Tetons clear.
across the other side of Idaho.
Most of the big game was wiped out by

both Indian and white hunters. Idsho Fish
and Game Department has restocked the
area with bighorns, which now number
about 350. The wild sheep get out onto the
plains sometimes, but during the lambing
season and whenever they feel threatened'
by coyotes or humans, they stay on the
steep clif18surround ing the rivers.
Pronghorn antelope and wild horses can

be spotted on the flats above the canyons.
Wildlife biologists estimate tha t the horses ,
number shout 500.
For hawks and eagles, the Owyhee and

Bruneau River canyons must be some-
the air, the where next to heaven in the summertime

- like the Snake River's nearby Birds of
Prey Natural Area.
Many of the desert's animals, inclnding

most of the rodents and insects, live under-
ground in burrows to'flee from the temper-

of thll Owyhee area being considered for ature extremes of the desert. Ground'
prdtett'id'it:'But1 t1i'eemtert""''of''Ilialul's~ siwiriels, chipmunks, marmots, and bed-
''Hawaii''-remains ·aoh~sh ...dry'll~J:D~ -~ big their budows undergrotind.

r ••. 1-' •

From
country looks like
roughly tanned hide.

CHALLENGING FLOAT TRIP. But watch out - at least four people have
drowned on the Owyhee. Photo courtesy of the Bureau of Outdoor Recrea-
tion.

MONTANA

S.ForkOwyhee Jarbidge
w..\FOrk B~neau

NEVADA _- - UTAH

INVITING DESOLATION. Thia kind of Iand wlll be a
newexperien'(eto eampersused to the wood~andmoun·
tains of central Idaho's wllderneaa areas. Photo of the

Chalk Basin on the Owyhee River courtesy of the
Bureau of Outdoor Ret::reation.·

The ground squirrels have good reason
- they are prey (or jnost of the larger ani-
mals in the desert, and particularly for the
Owyhee's raptor population. So they camp
in snug, sphere-shaped.tunnels, which can
get as warm as 60 degrees during the
desert's cold nights, accordingtdnaturalist
W. T.Shaw.

RATTLESNAKE CITY
The Owyhee has a well-deserved reputa-

tion for being "Rattlesnake City." Ore very
experienced camper, a naturalist who had
studied the area, was careful to bring fold-
ing armchairs and cots and to sit on the
ground as rarely as possible.
He wasn't struck by any snakes on that

camping- trip, but he often found them ....
curled up in his tent whenever he.was pre-

...,.paring to pack it away,
The Owyhee summer, like that of any

desert, spans about a 70-degree tempera-.
ture range in one day, with a high po8Sibl~
reaching 120, and the low dipping dowll!!!W
below 50 at night.

Elevation makes or breaks the rainfall
in this area. The annual rainfall- in the
mountains near Silver City, for example,
totals around 20 inches. The total drops
below 10 inches in the lower-"flats farther
west.
Snow in the winter.iacften buried under

sand and insulated, only to reappear when
the wind blows away the sand, surprising
visitors in late summer.
But the most spectacular aspect of the

Owyhee's weather cycle is the swnmer
thunderstorms, which pile up above the
mountains and then tear loose from their
moorings and .wash across the desert.
When camping on the "desert, Larrison

was surprised by such a thunderstorm He
parked on a high area of the road and
waited until the storm washed by before
moving again. In winter, the roads get-so
muddy that the ranchers often block up
their, pickups for the duration';" though
there rarely. is enough snow to use skis or
snowmobiles for transportation.
Despite- its tropical' name, Idaho's

"Hawaii" is a harsh land which-exacts its
own terms, and you must be prepared when
traveling through. For the most part,
camping has been restricted to overnights
on whitewater float trips down the
Owyhee, Bruneau, and Jarbidge canyons,
which are fast gaining a reputation as a.
fine run for experienced whitewater _.
travelers. But watch out - at least four
people have drowned on the Owyhee.

Wilder. Bellamy is a freelance writer
based in Boise, Idaho.
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Oct. 8, 1976 - High Country.News-SPlugging the Platte

Denver growth demands more dams
by Jim Scott

John Wesley Powell, the legendary Ll.S.

'I",vernment explorer of Grand Canyon
'me, reached the headwaters of the South
latte River in the central Colorado moun-

tains in 1867. His expedition summarily
charted the. pristine flow, climbed back
down the Continental Divide, and beaded
east. -

Little more than a century later, Powell
would not recognize the river he once map-
ped. Although still winding out of the Roc-
kies' and spilling onto the Great Plains, the
South Platte has been metamorphosed into
an entirely different waterway. Today,
marred by reservoirs, hydroelectric-
generators, and water diversions, this
river flows to a new beat on its was to the
Gulf

But Powell probably saw the spectre
even as he was leaving. The mountains of
the South Platte Valley were already in-
undated with frenzied miners, the plains
with frenzied settlements.

But although the South Platte has stoi-
cally endured over the past 100 years.serv-
ing the metro multitudes has left indelible
marks. Cheesman Dam and Chatfiel'dDam
now block the river's roll, and, the proposed
"I'wo Forks and Narrows Dams loom omin-
ously in the future.

Two Forks has stirred up a wave of pro-
test and debate. The size of the dam alone
justifies the tremendous disaccord already
generated. Planned for construction in
Waterton Canyon 20 miles southwest of
Denver, Two Forks would become the
largest reservoir in the state. It would im-
merse 28 miles of the North Fork and-
South Fork valleys, sabrner-g'ingmcrethan
6,400 acres. . ;~!'

Blueprinted by the U,S. Bureau of Re-
,.lamation, the estimated price tag of the
~oject is $350 million. ,

PRO-GROWTII BIAS

Opponents of the dam have repeatedly
attscked the makeup ofthe five man water
board of water commissioners for a pro-
growth bias. Jim Holland, president of the.
Concerned Citizens for the Upper South
Platte River, Inc., believes that the board
'has deliberately altered growth projections
'to favor development.

«I have not seen a reasonable growth fig-
ure from them yet," said Holland. "Their

Upper Colorado River Basin. The water
board is planning to .divert 170,000 acre-
feet of Upper Colorado River Basin water
across the Continental Divide and into the
South Platte River.

The Denver Water Board's reason for
wanting the dam is to store water for the
board's estimate of suburban growth by the
year 2000. Tbe key rift between the water
board and opponents of Two Forks lies
here. In 1973 city water department man- tunnel 'vision numbers are obv iously 1~75 ..hen a water referee who had ruled
ager James Ogilvie testified before a U'B. drawn on the assumption that T\\O Forks against the censtructimi of Two Forks was
Senate subcommittee that the metro area's will he built." tired and his niling thrown outof a Greeley
anticipated population would be 1,700,000 Of the tivecommissioners, four are heads District Court.
by the)'ear 20(>0. Three.years later, the of companies benefiting from continued Steven N. Hannon, the appointed water
figure was jacked, up to 2,700,000. growth. The group includes a power com- master of the Two Forks case (giving him

With the assistance of the Metropolitan pliny chief executive, a bank director, a full power to act as judge in the matter),
Water District Legislative COmmittee, the brick and pipe compeny president, and the, was dismissed by Judge Donald A. Car-
water board today estimates that Denver's president of a cleaner. chain --'- all ap- penter. Hannen had ruled that the water
megalopolis will number 3.2 million by pointed : by Denver Mayor William board hadnot exercieed "due diligence"

. 2010. Tbe Denver Area Council of Gov- McNichols. toward the construction of Two Forks Jle..
ernrnents, however, is assuming oniy 2.4 Critics h,ave charged Charles Brannan; servoir, and therefore'should loee its water
million by 2010. - vice-presidentoftheDWBandchiefexecu- rights.

Dam.opponents'argue that inakingmore . tive of the Rocky Mountain Pow.er Corn- Had Hannon's ruling stood, Two Forks.
municipal water available will invariably pany, With a severe conflict ofinterest. The' would have died.
trigger accelerated deterioration sf the Straight Creek Journal, a Denver alter- Hannon was appm:ently fu-ed at the in-
Front Range by. promoting uncontrolied native weekly newspaper, recently de- 'stigation of Glenn Sauuders, longtime
growth. ManyenvironmentaiistsJeel msk- manded Brannan's resignation by pointing water bOlll'dattorney now ~ployed as a
ing Two Forks water available could tnm out that the power compeny, although. it private consultant; Saunders, one of the
the water board's growth Denver projee- has gerierated no power, claims as a princi- board's mo.t powerfullllwyerS for 40 years,

, tions into a self-fulf1l1ing prophesy. pal asset 100,000 acre-feet of water in the admits, be recommended that Judge C",,-
penter dismiss Hannon. Carpenil"", how-
ever, denies that the conversation ever,
took place. .

'CURIOUS SHENANIGANS

The curious shenanigans engulfmg Two
Forks were additionally fueled in April of

INUNDATION AHEAD? If Two Forks Dam is built, natural and cul-
tural resource. will be lost. The free-flowing South Platte (above) and
the historic South Platte Hotel (below) are two sights that may disap-
pear beneath the rising reservoir. Photo. 'by Jim Scott;

• Dam opponents argue that making moremunici-
. pal water available willinvariably trigger acceler-

ated deterioration of theFront Range by promoting
.uncontrolled growth.

'LEFi'DEAD AND LIFELESS' .

Although a fmal decision on TWo For,ks
Dam Will likely come from voters in the
Denver metro area, the 140 full-time resi-
dents of the Upper South Plstte (alongWith

several hundred additional summer in-
habitants) plan to fight inundation of the
spectacular canyon 1Il1 the way.

In addition, the Jefferson County Plan-
ning Commission, which reviewed a
Bureau of Reclamation feasibility study on
Two Forks, unanimously adopted a motion
recommending that the county eommis-
sioners oppose the dam. "No one has done
anything but show me this (Two Forks) is
detrimental to Jefferson. County," said
commissioner member Richard Newman.
"Denver has ueed us as an aqueduct for 100
years." Jefferson County would be the site
of the-dam.

An environmental impact report •. pre-
pared in 1973 for the Bureau of~l"tna-,'" , .~ ·It-,~. ,> ,0
tion by the International Engin",ering_

. Company, Inc., does not painta scenic pic~'
ture of Two Forks, Although it stat es that
the enormous dam would provide "new vis-
tas" and "panoramicviews," it perceptively
~nvisions that "for some, the presence of"
large numbers of people and boats and the

. attendant noise and litter will reduce the
quality of the esthetic experience .." r

Becauseofthefluetuati~ wa~~l~~t ':9.""
93' '''~I'' 1'- .l!; ~rIiJr>_·f..., tt.t·a!":" Hlb,j x:J' t1J JdJli1~"

mi e ong ] ~fl~n ~ .•. ,..11U:--~.;~~.rlP&;{1
reaching heights of 110 feet i. exj:u,ctEidto
scar the perimeter. "Thus," concludes the
report, "two once charming valleys .would
be left dead and lifeleas m appearance from
time to time,"

Wildlife presently at the dam location
site on the upper river would be severely
disrupted. Biologists believe that the band
of bighorn sheep in the Waterton Canyon
would be wiped out Colorado Division of
Wildlife raptor specialist Jerry Craig has
reported that the proposed reservoir area
h,a§ JlIIJln1.y~~lll;",e,y&fa/,;ll"i~ 1l~9'lll-i~·
dMlJllrwl,pe,r!lil;mMIl"ll'\!\1!llf!l§'lIlt1mlm-i
In addition, mountain lions, bears, and
deer are known to inhabit the valley.

IS THERE A NEED?

How badly does Denver need the water?
Last year the metro area used 345,000
acre-feet of water, leaving about 40;000
acre-feet of usable surplus in the city's
holding tanks. Although the water board
recently threotened the Denver area With
water rationing because of an unusually
low runoff in the mountains. (putting De-
nver hi its worst water p t dlcament in
more than a deesde) star", .. capacity for
metro water, including th· olanned en-
largement 'of Gross Reservoir, is 619,000
acre-feet.

Water board. projections that metro De-
nver will be using 550,000 acre-feet by
1990 (and a whopping 849,000 ,by 2010)
!!ave' been blasted by environmentalists
who charge that the board has virtually

. igqOl'ed the coriservation and recYCling po.'
tentials of l1re8 water use.

Aboutone-thirdofall water consumed in
the Denver areaisueed towater lawns and
flush toilets. ' .

Alternatives to Two Forks are currently.
being explored topreJl!U"l!for the daywhen,
no m_r which conservation methods are
employed, Denver Will finally outslrip its
water supply. Propoeed projects are raising
,Dillon Dam, raising Chatfield Dam, and
constructiQIl of a series of smaller dams on
ti).e South Pllltte in lieu of Two Forks.

Jim Scott is a freelance writer-
photographer living in Boulder, Colo. He is
a graduate of the Urriversity ofColorsdo in
organismic biology. '
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Conservationists exomlne the candidates

'outstanding': Ford 'hopelessJ

·National, conservation organizations
have been studying the record apd the'
promises of the two inajor Pa#s Presiden-
tial <';;;'dfdates and' have come up' With a
clear favoeite ,on environmental issues -
Jimmy Carter, - STRIPMININGLEGISLATIQN' ,
The Washington, D.C.-based League of Ford: Ford has twice vetoed strip min-

Conservation Voters haa conducted a de- ing regulation legislation-passed hy con-
tailed comparison of the candidates' en- lll'ess. He has cited a potential less of jobs
vironmental programs. It rates Democrat arid a potential decline in coal production Ford: Ford believes that we must de-
Carter lUI "outstanding" and Republican as his reasons. . ' AIR QUALITY velop all our coal resources - East and
President Gerald Ford'as "hopeless." Carter: Carter has said two provisionsof West _ if we are to become energy inde-
Ford has been ignoring environmental the congressional bills were overly restric- F~rd: Ford has called' for repeal of the pendent. The Ford Administration has

issues In his bid for reelection. In sharp tive, but he would have signed the legisla- "no significant deterioration" provision of lifted the moratorium on federal coal leas-
contrast, Carter has been.auccessfufly wo- tion. Carter does not bel ieve jobs and coal the Clean Air Act which requires that ing- to stimulate Western coal develop-
Dina. +. .Rk .environmental leaders into his production would decline due to th e new clean air regions of the country be pro- I
~ ~ . f . ment. Ford's vetoes of strip miningregu ~-

1't.. OJit.Jo;, Bro.wder,-directdr o(the Envl'r-on- I' . 'tected. Foro has called for extensions in the- - ~ . -aw. tion bills encourages Western strip mining'men'.~, Policy Center.ds a top Carter ad- amount of time allowed hefore air pollution '
loW. . at the expense 'of Eastern deep mining, ac-visor on natural resource issues. Kathy WATER DEVELOPMENT clean up goals must he reached.

'C' cording to some critics.Fletcher, a staff scientist at the Denver, Ford: As a congressman, Ford occasion- arter: While governor, Georgia was 'Carter: Carter says a shift of coal pro-office of the Environmental Defense-Fund, ally voted against environmentally de- slow to adopt an airpollution control prog- duction to the West will mean "a massive
has moved to Atlanta, Ga., to work on structive water development projects -.As ram that would satisfy the U.S. Environ- shift in the 'distribution of capital, tax re-Carter's policy staff. President, he has called for funding of mental Protection Agency. Eventually theI venues, and job opportunities away from· A grassroots environmentalist drive to many.projects conservationists oppose - state came into compliance. Carter sup- the industrial East and Midwest to the ag-
Place Carter in the White House has also including the Oahe Diversion in South ports strict enforcement of the no signifie-

d r icultural regions of the West. We must

~
!p •. ·E~,rs,t-a..pp',ea". ring in Georgia.. Dakota, the Garri-son Diversion in North ant eter-ioration provision of the Clean h h .

_~ ~r... ',..-! question whether that is in t e . est in-
. ,~ ()iJlsts~,·"ov·carter" organiza-. ...Dakota, and the Dickey ..Lincoln Dam in Air Act. He seys'auto emission standards

if:! . ,1'. terests of this country.t' He favors shifting~~ ~ -tldW being set up in many' other Maine. Ford signed legislation to protect should not be weakened because of the from oil to coal, emphasizing developmentstates. Hells Canyon in Idaho and the New River energy crisis. of low-sulfur deep-minable coal in the East
The following isa brief comparison ofthe in North Carolina from dams .. and improved deep mine safety.

candidates' stands on several environmen- Carter: Carter has pledged "to get the
tal issues of' importanee to the West. Army (Corps of) Engioeers out of the dam . Ford: The,'President favors nuclear MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS

building business." As governor ofCeorgia power as a cornerstone for achjeving For. a more detailed anijlysis of'Ford's
ECONOMY V. ENVffiONMENT he brought a halt to stream channelization energy independence. He has· given top and Carter's ·env.ironmental stands send $2
Ford: "If accomplishing every environ- projects in his state. He also worked to save prio:r:ity to funding nuclear research, i,n- to the League of Conservation Votens, 317

mental objective would ~lowdown our ef- ~orgia's few remaining wild and scenic eluding the controversial breeder reactor. Pennsylvania Ave. S.E., Washington, D.C.
fort to regain energy independence and a rivers. Carter's most"publicized oonserva- Ford favors cont(nued federally-backed 20003.and ask for "The ·Presidential Can-
stronger economy, then ofnece~sity Imust tion action was his .veto .of the Sprewell nuclear liability insurance - the Price-· didates" p~blic?Ltion._The league also has
weigh, all factors involved·," _ ' Bluff Dam on the Fhnt R~ver. I And~rson Act. '_ charts on the environmental voting records
·~~i;{AAmf.ll"Jj.~X:.~lf~~ll!lff~~'W9cl',',~'{VIuA'Nfi ~PIMNN{NI1i.H' l.r! "c.!\~,~,".~..~!,~;>,r.PIHl',~,.wo\l,ld,he ajast of .all "iocumbent ·senators .and. congress-
mcompatib':J'lty betw~~onoml~p_;rOg- .. b ~' _ n.J ....J. ~esort' Ibehm4fco~"so.)ar~p:>wer.,ang.,man-. ,menf(The$senate and1Ihouse'v:otmg'charts

r . • ,?1){) ;v;.e~a. 'Jo~tUtrx..4urr&v,·v. BJ,l?U ..N'I·' ....2u 9[.., J.:;11:'1 \I. ~>I,. I," - 'I.' '. ".',' -
ress and envlronmeD't"1 . ILY·.· . . !I·or'll: The Presl ent opposes federal datory energy conservatIOn, In Carter s are $2,each, - ., - .
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Carter
to make it clear if there is eyer a conflict, I
will go for beauty, clean.air, water, and
landscape .." ' .'

, "land use planning legislation which would
offer federal grants to encourage states to
initiate planning. He cites budgetary
reasons. •
Carter: In 1974 congressional. hearings

Carter personaUytestified in auppor-tof'the
Udall land UBObill. This was the bill
backed by conservation groups and op-
'posed by Ford.

NUCLEAR POWER

program. Carter would cut the 'nuclear re-
search-budget, and drastically cut breeder
research. He opposes the Price-Anderson
nuclear insurance legislation. He does n.;.),
.favor a nuclear moratorium, but favo~j!
better siting, plant safety, and waste dis-
posal efforts.

,
WESTERN COAL

Water problemsplag ue'Wyom ing ,boomtown
by Dan Whipple becauBOthe company couldn't get a permit water right away," Enzi claims that the

, fromDEQ until Gillette came upwith "new dtilliog contractor contacted DEQ-for ap-Gillette, Wyo., is the quintessentIal sources" of water f?r the project. proval and was given verbal permission to
boomtoWn. Noone, fromGillette's mayor to go ahead with the wells. The formal
the local Chamber of Commerce, disputes DEQ had told the city in June that it pape~;'oI'k is now heing done - two
_thi~ But now the· early gro~ ~roble.ms , wouldn't approve any new projects until monthsafte! the water came into Gillette's
have settled, down,. and t4e CIty IS facmg .the city got new sources of water. Gillette system.
..,more .!)asic, :mundane problems. One of promptly went out and tried to obtain Ne~ertheless, Gillette's "new" water"irr-
these is shared by the entir.e high countrx water from som~ abandoned oil wells that proved the overall quality of the city's
West - water. . were.carableofsupplying soft water to the water. Even DEQ admits that.
In the past month, Gillette has had serl- city. DEQ also warned the city that it must

ous rnn:ins with the Wyom.ingDepartm~nt However, DEQ rules require' that the stop bypassiitg its water treatment facility.
of EnVironmental Quality ~oncernmg 'agency give formal approval to any new DEQ said that this procedure could result
water suppl! and water qual,ty. :be e~- source of water for the city. DEQ'not only in health hazanls to the population. In fact,
counters r81se questUJIlSabout Gillette S didn't give approval, but the agencywasn't "If this shock (ofuntreated water) is great
adherence to the letter of the law and even aware of Gillette's efforts to get new enough, it could even cause death to young
QEQ's l1~llSiasm_-a!l<tuten{orciog it. ,. sources, until after the well~ were "roduc- children and the elderly," said DEQ.
[,c·TIle tn-at prOblElm,fon'th.e,surr~ce, wasn't in~ water. Gillette argues that the water treatment
·Iie,kius. Kerr-McGee Coal aniiounced the GilietteMaybr Michael Enzi ssys that he facility wastes water in an alresdy thirsty
cancellation of a lOO·unit trailer park in was aware of the reporting requirement~, communit·y. Th~city has an ~lectrodiaIysis.
Gillette for incoming construction workers but "it wasn't done because we needed the .plant that consumes 25% of the water in

, I' • processing. ' .

DIRTY SLUDGE,
In Gillette's BOcondencount~r with DEQ

last month, the agency said tHat Gillette's
sewage treatmen~·pl~~t was "inadeq~ate."
The depar'tment had found conCentrations
of some he~vy 'metius - copper, zinc, lead,
arid· chrome c:..... in the sewage sludge.
ACcording to DEQ, dumping sewage

.. Yfith hi~li concen'traqons of heavy metals
'bverf a long period or-time will leave the
"lana·l6arren. DEQ has 'kno~n about the
problem' siilce-at least kpril' 4, 1:975, when
some tests were done on the slud'ge:·They
showi,a' that 'if Gillette's dispoSal 'site is

. IN A HURRY, GDlette, Wyo., is in a hurry to supply wa~ to a rapidly'
growiDg cOmmunity. The state l)epartment of Environmental Quality ques-
-tiona the city'. methods, but has-not yet eilforced state regulations. '.. .. ..~ .~

I, .

considered permanen t, it exceeds allowa-
ble concentr.ation for copper, lead, and zinc.
If the' sitel is to have only a 20·year life,
Gillette's heavy metals conc_entrations are
in excess for zinc.
Gillette has taken steps to determine the

~ource' of the heavy metals problem. Ap-
parently" most of the metals come from 14
businesses in the Gillette area, primarily
oil field senrice companie.., and garages.
In addition. the city has set up a! inter-

mittent monitoring system to keep track of
the heavy metals discharge into the sew-
age system. Gillette has also hired a mic-
robiologist for the treatment plant.
Eventually. 'the city hopes to set up a

"drying field" in which the water from the
sludge will evaporate, leaving fertilizer.
This, however, is predicated upon
eliminating the heavy metals from the
sludg,e. Enzi says, "that will be considera-
bly easier now that we k!).owwhere it is
coming from."

. AnOther pad of the Gillett,e-DEQ dis-
pute centers around a sewage disposal
plan. When the city was fi~st iss~ed a d'is-
~harge permit in A,pril of1974, the permit
·r~uired a sewage diSposalplan within. 120
a~.ys.It was never sfibmit,te9....A se,con~diS-.·
charge permit was issued this year, with
the 'same requiremel)t. Still no plan ,has
been fIled. ... '.~
DEQ says that it formally asked Gillette

for its BOwage disposalpl'an in July. But
Mayor Enzi told HeN, "No, we ar~n'-t
working Qn

e
a plan.". -'

,'-.'

•



The Montana Wilderness Study Bill died
in the house. Bill Cunningham of the Wil-
derness Society blames Rep. John
Melcher's (D-Mont.l lack of interest in the
legislation for its defeat.
An omnibus wilderness bill passed con-

gress. It' establishes 20 'wilderness areas
'including Fitzpatrick (Glacier) in Wyom-
ing, Manzano Mountain and Sandia Moun-
tain in New Mexico, Red Rock Lakes In
Montana, and Simeonof in Alaska. It also
calls for eight new wilderness studies in-
cluding Great Bear and Elkhorns in Mon-
tana. The Elkhorns were in thf} Montana
Wilderness Study Bill, which was defeated,
.but the area was added to the omnibus bill

Water Pollution Control Act amend- with Rep. John Melcher's help.
menta died in congress. The key amend- The congress also passed a bill which
ment environmentalist's -had been con- establishes wilderness in several existing
cerned with was proposed changesin Sec- national- parks. The national parks om-
tion 404 aimed at restricting federal con- "nibue wilderness bill has 'an amendment
trol of wetland dredging and filhng. attached to it by Sen. Clifford Hansen

._ (R-Wyo.) which deletes 6,497 acres from
the Fitzpatrick Wilderness, which would '
be established by the other omnibus wil-
derness bill. No one is sure what the ulti-
mate size of the Fttzpatriek win be if the

Bills p~ss . • •
Jake Garn (R) and Frank Moss (D). The President signs both bills. The acreage in
Utahns fought the bill because it contained 'question is a bighorn aheep range 00 Whis-
congressionally mandated clean air zones key Mountain oear Dubois, Wyo., on the
for national parks, which woullf have Ii- Shoshone National Forest. Hansen wanted
·mited development inSouthern Utah. Cfhe the area deleted so it could bemanaged for
amendments also had. a provision which bighorns. Rep, Teno Roncalio (D.Wyo.)
environmentalists opposed ,- extensicns fought the deletion, arguing that man-
to deadlines on auto industry emission agement.wculd be possible within the wil-
compliance. .. . I

/ Clean air regions of the country will still
be protected under significant deteriora-
tion regulations adopted by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) .
However; the amendnientswouldhavehad
the potential of making those regulations
stronger. '

WILDERNESS
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demess. Hansen's amendment wOuld clas-
sify Whiskey MOIlntaiJ,as a primitive area
until the secretary of agriculture deter-
mines otherwise.

The Udall-Church, American En-
dangered WilClerneseBill died in ~.
It waS introduced late in the session.

. ONCE DOMESTIC. This dog stDlwearsits coDaraa'itroams the desert 40
mil,,!, south·of Green River, Wyo. The !t<!Ks w~ch·"tU1~_k1!Ogi WU<lJ,ifIl'~~_.
stock are usually wandering peta or homeless urban. dogs. " ' ,.

Dogs chase Wyoming wildlife, stock
by Carol M. Ryczek

"An awful lot" of dogs are chasing wild-
life and Iivestockin southwestern Wyom-
ing.

The Bureau of Land Management Or- - . The assessment was made by Wyoming
ganic Act passed the congress and Presi- Game and Fish Acting District Supervisor
dent Ford is expected to sign it. The bill Greg Rost, and is as close as anyone has
directs BLM to review all of its land for come to estimating exact numbers. Rost is
potential wilderness. It mandates congres- part of the animal damage control program
sional reviewofaltpublic land administra- in Rock Springs, Wyo.
tive withdrawals over 5,000 acres in size. While everyone from ranchers to wildlife
Exist~g wildlife refuges and units of the biologists c~ncedes there i~ a dog problem,
National Park System would not be re- no one seems tq know how big itisor ho.wto
.view~. The bill authorizes BLM and the control it. A...
Forest Servi~e to ,issue lO-year grazing Rostsaystheuncertaintycomesfrom the
permits with a preferenc~ right ofrenew81. fact that the dogs aren't really "feral;" they
Range improvements would be funded by _haven't reverted to a 'wild state.
50% of the grazing rees collected. , J,im i\rnoldi ·at the WyoiriingGame and

Fish J)epartmentoffice in Green River, • __ ------------ ...
Wyo., says most oftfie dogs:fonn packs"in'
. the cities· and roam just outside 'the city will attack whatever part of the body is

President Ford's $1.5 billion. "Bicentep- limiis at nignt.The packs include dogs of . within reach, .while coyotes rOske a clean
nial Land Heritage Program" -.the pre- any size or breed/·' ..:.,.....' kill at the throat," Arnoldi explains ..
servation.biil he unveiled at a Yellowstone . "These may be family· petS ·or :simply "COyOteSalso kill the animal before they
National Park political speech - died be- ·homeless urban dOg~:During the day thi!y· start to eat it; dogs will sometimes eat the
ca~~ it ~as intr.oduced SQ.l!lt:e.in .the ~s- 'are liltely to come'sleep on y'otIr" pOrch 'or anImal half ~ive." he says.

. sic,in.Critics say the bill was introduced to . play .wi~ yoW" farilily;, some go o·ut·regil- "I've seen from one to-seven dogs in: a

•
=..gain.politic·al mileage, oot.th~ Administra_ larly, some irregularly," Arnoldi says. herd of sheep at-any one time," Rust says.

'tion says it was not introduced earlier be-. The dogs threalAin 9ther animals both Because they're such unskilled hunters,
" cause orth~ domestic eC(>Domicslt~atial. ~because of the numbers they kill, and the however, they don't do.useful predation on

way they kill tIiem. Danger to wildlife be- fast-moving'small prey such as jackrab-
c~mes especially seyere in the winter when bits. '.
: the game moves closer to the cities.

.Amendments to the Clean Air Act were In the winter of '71-'72, a Game & Fish
. killed in ·asenatef~ibuster by' Utah SeDs. report cited 50 antelope killed by dqga in

the Rock Springs, Green River, and Re- might threaten wildlife. Arnoldi doesn't
Iiance, Wyo., area. (The towns span a 20 have' an exact count of the dogs shot; he
mile stretch of road.) says the Game & Fish office doesn't keep
Wildlife losses were less this year, Ar- such records because they don't consider

noldi says, because the winter was rela- dogs a very serious problem. J '

t.ively mild. "The advice I giveto ranchers is'givEf'tlle/
Unlike true feral dogs or coyotes, urban herders 'rifIes and. teach them to shoot,"

dogsdon't kni autofhungeror knowhow to . Rost says.
effectively kill their prey. He says that they don't -,et traps for the
"You can tell whether or not an animal dogs because tHetraps W( t. td have to be set

has· been killed by a dog (or a coyote) by so close to sheep popu] ,( ;on§ the sheep
noting whether the fac,ewas torn out. Dogs would be endangered.

Since there is "logistically no way" to
control dogs once they are out oft,he city,
Rost say~, something n;lUstbe done to con-
trol them within the towns. But urban
animal co~trol isofteit a1ow:-priority Clr low
budget ?peration.

Elaine Stockwell, the Animal Humane
Officer in~Rock Springs, complains of in-
adequate collection methods and lenient
fines. Stockwell uses a rope to capture
strays; she says shewouldlike the'optim of
a tranquilizer gun. '.
"Orily the gentle dogs get picked up;" she

says. ttl can't get the viciOus ones like that." .-
. SrockWell adds that she ofte1 eollecta the

. same d~'Be*eral tmieshEic,aUse·the fme.
areh'ihli!h encJUgli·~discourage dog own-
ers from iettiJig their pets run loose.
"I have two dogs, of my own,· Arnoldi

'says .. "But I have no regrets if I have· to
'_ shoot ad"; thal's·attacking game. If they

A state ruling permits Wyoming Wildlife want· to luive·pets, people should learn to
. agency employes· to shoot any' dogs that .. take care of their own animals.·

I

(continued from page 1)

"marginal lands" - where regrowth is
slow and soils are unstable. The ~on:t;erence
committee bill gives the secretary of ag-
riculture and the Forest Service discretio-
nary power to identify marginal lands arid

•

~0-' prevent all b.ut salvage timber harvesting
ron such landsfor up to 10 years. Conserva-
tion lobbyists had also sought to have a
"sustained yield" provision - allowing no
more timber to be cut each year than can be
. regrown; The final version of the bill allows
the secretary ofagriculture to permit short
term cu tting of more wood than the forest
cari replace - but sustained yield must-be
achieved over a lOwyearperiod.
Forest Service Chief John McGuire cal-

led the final bill a victory for his agency.
"Congress in effect endorsed the adminisw'
trative policies we've been operating
under," he said.

CONSERVATION FUND

Congress passed and the President
signed a bill increasing funds authorized
for land and water conservation and his-
toric preservation ..The bill increases the
annual level offunding from $3 million to
$6 million for fiscal 1978 and up to $9 mill-
ion for fiscal 1980-1989.

WATER POLLUTION

PARK MINING
The congress passed and the President

signed a bill banning any new mining
claims in six units of the National Park

A. System which were still open to mining .
• The six areas are Death Valley, Organ Pipe

"'Cactus, Mt. McKinley, Crater Lake,
Glacier Bay, and Coronado. The bill allows
continued operation afmines begun before
last February. Digging at existing mines
can go deeper, but not wider on the surface.
A four year moratorium ts.imposed on some
existing mining claims in the parks.

BLM ORGANIC ACT

PRESIDENT'S PARK PROGRAM

.', '

CLEAN .~RACr .

"I have no regrets if I
have to shoot a dog
that's attacking game."
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Chiming bells (Mertensia viridis),
also called green,mertensia, a
common species ofhigh altitude grasslands
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Huckleberry
(Vaccinium augusti

Tundra, land of
Fall finds many of us busy with constructive projects,

. preparing for winter. We are absorbed in fuel, food, and
shelter - canning, chopping, and chinking, We have no
time-for something so seemingly non-essential to us as
tundra, as much as we may have enjoyed it this summer.

Just when we need it most, perhaps, Colorado writer and
artisi.Ann Zwinger h8.s sent-us a 'reminder oflife at high
altitudes in the Rockies, Here are her charcoal drawings of'
some plants that.inhabit the tundra -a land ofthe Lillipu-
tian, where extreme temperatures, a short growing season,
a scarcity of moisture, and meager soils set much tougher
terms than those most of us face with the. onset of winter,

Since the tenns are harsh, life is: limited. .Yet in the,
Rockies 3OQ.ki;uJ~qfp!~!-B~nd a fewdozen'bird.and-mam, -: ..~I
mal species manage to.survive here.year-round.

In Wilderness U.S.A. (1973, National Geographic Soci-
ety) Fr~k Craighead, Jr., describes tundra as a tonic, ."}\
ecoaystem able tb delight human beings with its brilli~/
sun, abundant snow.rand sturdy life-forms, ,

, HI still have viv:id recollections of my first trek into the
treeless alpine zone of the Colorado Rockies.... Here desic-
cating winds sweep over a surface broken only by boulders;
the land is snow-clad most of the year. But it was summer
with the sun like a warm sweater on my shoulders. The
'intense white light of midday cesta sheen on moss camp-
ion, dryads, dwarf paintbrush, forget-me-nots, arctic gen-

I

•Daisy (~rigeron simplex),
a dwarf species,common

I.



a Target LRT -8E~V2

••
stiiilia)

Alpine parsley
(Oreoxis alpina),

a tiny plant

f the lilliputian-
tians, and snow buttercups that brightened patches of soil.
Elatedly I jumped from one lichen-encrusted boulder ·to
another, for Iwas young and this wasa new world forme to
1\XP1ore.I felt free, exhilarated. I wanted nothing so much
as,togo on indefinitely hiking through this magic kingdom
'oflLilliputianplants, 'learningthe ways of rosy finches and
·8B.ucyClark's nutcrackers, watching the golden eagle soar
P.li'Posefullyabove a marmot sunning on a rock - with an
_ape crevice nearby. Each day brought new sights and
DeW stimuli .... "
"It is good. to have wilderness in the Rockies, places to

fmdmoments of intense involvement ..:..-stimulants and
wnicswe a"I1need in the course of a-lifetime. Man strives

.' ';:l.fltternally for f'reedomrand-finds 'rtr.expre-ssed, at<l'eliSlt.e~ l -,~~.-::•.;Q

plrarily, in the expanse and order ofa wilderneSs environ=- f-'
ment." t ••Ann Zwinger is author and illustrator of Beyond the
ASpen Grove and, with Betty Willard, Land Above the
'liee'" She won the 1976 John Burroughs medal for her
book on the Green River, Run, River, Run: A
Jlaturalist's Journey Down One of the Great R.i.versof
the West. She is currently-working on a book on another
~t Western ri~er I the San-Juan. Her home is in Colorado
springs, Colo.
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Alpine candytuft
(Thlaspi alpina)

Snow willow (Salix nivalis),
atinyalpine mat plant, easily overlooked-

7TV''''rrn

Oct. 8, IlJ16 - High Country News-9

. ,
Golden daisy (Erigeron aureus) .

,
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Alpine ragwort (Senecio soldanella),
rare, on boulder.fields and .scree of the
higher peaks
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Pioneer' opponent ,looks "to,'rate reform
Lead~,of the movement to stop the

Pione~ Power Plant near Boise, Idaho, are
pleased with the Idaho Public Utilities
Commission order saying the plant can't be
built (see HCN. 9-24.76).,However. Jeff
Fereday of the Idsho Gonservatioo League
UCL) says the older left the door open for
olber new power plants,

The PUC rejected the plant because of
potential pollution problem. near Boise,
not because of a lack of need,
""The PUC did recognize the fact that a

1,000 megawatt coal-fired plan would have
a iremendous impact, beth environmen-
tally and economically, The PUC decision
is a historic document in recognizing. the
seriousness of continued electrical' de-
mand. The commissimers admitted it's a
crisis situation, butlbey kept their mouths '
shut about how to solve -this crisis," Fere-
day says.

ICL sees rate reform as the "major pre- ,
ventative" of another Pioneer. Present rate
structures in Idaho and most other states

~encourage the use of electricity by offering
lower rates to higher users, Consequently, by Lee Catterall in Campbell County, five in Sweetwater
small residential users subsidize higher County, four near Kemmerer, two south.

The government has produced a map of west of Rawlins, four near Hanna, three
~yrso'u, co'uld read into the order that Wyoming targeting projected energy sites north of Sheridan, one in the Lake DeSmet

in the state.rand it looks messy, _ ar ea north of Buffalo, and one near Grass' SAFER THAN DAMS? Dr, Edward Tel-
another site - 'further from 'a population Don't blame the artist. He merely drew Creek in Hot Springs County. Ten of these ler, a key scientist in the development of
ceoter-mightbeacceptable to the PUC:' 'I h h I. Id ,,' dh dr b b da

eire es w erever e was 0 a new energy are expansions of existing mines. atomic an y ogen om s, says ms are
Fereday says. While keeping their eyes facility or an expansion of an existing one Once 'they're all producing, Wyomin g more dangerous than nuclear power
openforotherpowerplantproposals,ICLis ' lik I to H d 64' I I. " 1 ts Tho d h died f II

. IS ley occur. e rew eire es, mos will have increased its coal output by pan. '.1 usan S ave leu romeo aps-now directing its efforts into an intensive fth ' h all fth tate ins d b I. I' I I. h h rt
• 0 em m suc a sm area 0 e s nearly 140 million tons annually, nearly a mg ams, II nue ear p an save u noenergy conservation and rate reform cam- th I.h Id 't d 'I. ad ak 'I.I k h M hil al '

a ecou n 01 a m e r 00 very fourthofwhatnowismined.inthee.ntire one, esays. eanw ue- a roy commas-
paign. . tidy sion in England has warned against a' country,

Fereday believes that citizen participa.- The circles represent 33 coal mines, 'I'hec Nat.ional Coal Association, whose major commitment to nuclear power
tion through an leL affiliate, the Citizens seven power plants or additions, six coal 'predictions for production in the entire plants. The .commission cited two major
Against Pioneer (CAP). may have been a conversion plants. 13 uranium mines, five W€$t are little more than half what the hazards - the danger posed 'by nuclear
k 'I. th' f I fi ht amst wastes and the "entirelycredible"possibil-~y 0 err s~cce8s u l.g -~g ~ urantum mills, an' oU refinery, and a. Bureauo(Minesforecasts.projectsaneven
PIoneer He adul1ts that havmg bOth Gov ity that terrorists could seize nuclear rnat-., . , _.., : n.tunil gas processing plant. To complete' higher output for Wyam,ing than the gov-
C""il ,i\n'bus and the. Idaho Statesman • th"'-' h, th rtist dded ~.- oaI I I ed W .erial to build a' bomb, The commission

9.ULi':"lfiJO i)~ l~~')JI ~ Oilf: . 1" t~ !1oG'.,....1-) ~Jllc,....re,\ ea 8- "wuC surry ernment envisions. t pr icts yorning urged stepp'ed up·researeh in alternatI,.v~
op""se e plan as iilso a Olg help, pipelines and a railroad spur. will be producing nearly 160 million tons of

After a y... r offightm' g the Pioneer prop energy sources such as tides, wind, and .- coal yearly by 1986 unless the government IIifi
osal. Fereday says the ICL staff'realized Afthough'''some of the listed projects adopts stricter environmental rules than sun, according to the Associated Press. ~
tl!.at it was too much of a drain on an or- may never be constructed." the Bureau of current standards.
ganization with broad interests. The af- Mines rep:>rts. the' circles represent the The government reports that new power
fIliate group they set up was 95% volun- .ones "presently under construction, plan- plants are p~anned or being ,built near
teers and had one worker devoted entirely ned: or proposed by various companies and Wheatland (Basin Electric). Sheridan
to communications. Ardyth Schuster. organizations." (Pacific Power & Light), and Gillette

Schuster saysCAPooncentrated prima,.-, According to the Bw-eau of Mines map, (Black Hills, Power & Light and Pacific
ilyon the issue of rates. which it said were 13 Coalmines and expansions are planned Power & Light's Wyodak p1ant and

another "possible·...plant in the area, com-
pany unknown), Additions are planned for
four other power plants.

The bureau forecasts coal gasificatioo,
plants will be built by Carter Oil Co, north
of Gillette" Panhandle Eastern Pipeline SOLAR SITE SOUGHT. The U,S,
Co. northeast of Douglas, Northern
Natural Gas Co, in Campbell County, Tex- Energy Research and Development Ad-
aco near Lake D~met, the gQvernment in ministration is ev~uating nine proposed

\ sites for the world's first solar electrican underground gasification experiment
south of Gillette. and Champlin Petroleum power plant, The proposed locations are in
and Union Pacific Railroad northeast of Arizona, California, Florida, Mississippi,

Puerto Rico. Rhode Island, and Texas. -Evanston.
They were nominated by utility companiesIn addition to 'expansions of Exxon's.
and st"a,tegovernments interested in shar.:.

uranium mine in Converse County and the ing·PaJ:tn,ersni p iP th'e'projeC~,T~ plant; to
Western Nuclear mine near Jeffrey City, "
the bureau envisions two new uranium . b.~~CQtnPtltetedf·in i980'Cwoul~ tP1'OOteduce10 .

, Jeffr C' (M' al E 1-· megawa s o. power. oncen ra ,sun- 'mmesnear ey tty mer s XpO" I' hI.: Id ~> d I.' ad ' teO I.' '-i:f C and Utah In . I T':' )•. :. 19 ;wou LIe use Q pr uce s am 0ra ~on o. ternatwna • .I;lJ.c.',....en:e; 'te.electricitY: ... ; : ...
and four more in'Converse County (Kerr:,.-:'~:::, '~~.; ... ,~ -.:. .'::"'_." ..-:'. -::..' ..< :':'.'-:.~:: ':', ",,..:: '

DM
cGee

, United dNutchlearUCorp" NpucI~far,sOi.Ail"LOANS.· GiJif~i-rii~~oiir~ ~ill.
Raily·n~mdl,csRoc'akn Met' ,nElon aCc')lc ''''d~ld~'if 'the·y·warii' t~·i~iii~te-·asol~'r'-

roa s y oun am nergy 0., I' te I. I th'
Four uranium mines are planned in ~~e.r:~.OW:-I.J?,~e~ oa.n progr_~~., IS

C bo C ty' Sh' I B ' (Gett OT . Npve",ber,lfvotersappr",veProposltlons3
W"';d ~ 0;m 'h, tr~y, ~n b:d y ~ .. ,and 12, Califorpianswill be able to secure
Primo uFcearel,Ie,,) OnthlOnar 'I~' _"',: low:in1;erest-Io~sforinstallingsolarheat"

ary u 8, nc.. era are p ann~ . . . - d" I' te h ' IK S . . .. ·mg.an coo mg ays ms or orne Jnsu a·
near ayeee (U, . Energy Co.) ~nd In, "tion, Proposition 3 is a $25 million bond
northeast Sweetwater County (Mmerals " f th I d P 'I.' 12
E It· C) - Issue or e oans. an ropoSI Ion

"PUortaedlOnN0'1' R 'k M' ,'I.' wouldsllowthestatelegislaturetoprovide
01. uc ear, oc y oun am the I I' h k

Energy and Kerr-McGee plan enrichment' oans at ower I. an mar et ra!,es -
f il't' "'lis h' aboute,ght per cent,ac lIes or uramum rol near telr - ., .
-mines.

going to rise by 250 to 300%, CAP rep- PUC vote, they were hesitant to try it in,
resentatives wrote letters-to~the-editor, the first place and still hesitate to advise .
gave presentationstn schools, and carried -.'other states to attempt a popular vote. "It's
brochureS door-to-door, all the timeusing' like being a lawyer in court; you don't ask a
Idaho Power'~ own testimony on rates to question unless you know the answer,"
persuade the people to vote against the Schuster'says, She believes they could
power pl~t.' have won without the vote. '
, The success of thIS grassroots csmpsign

wasproven by the fact that although Idaho
Power ads outnumbered CAP media mes-
sages by 50 to I, on an advisory ballot vot-
ers overwhelmingly opposed building the
power plant,

Although Fereday 'and Schuster both
think the vote had a positive effect on the

eckoning
from Washington,

.. ,

The III
Bot Line

TlWy also both doubt that they could
have won if they would have made pollu-
tion the principle issue instead of rates,
When gr-oups emphasize air pollution or
water impact, hearings become the stage
for matches between experts. and utilities
can afford more witnesses. they say.

energy-news from across the country ~- , \,
, ,

URANIUM STRIKE? TheU;S, Geologi-
cal Survey reports that uranium, thorium,
and rare earth el ements have been found in .
potentially aignifieant concentrations on
the Seward Peninsula in Alaska, The Los
Angeles Times quotes a USGS official as
saying the concen trations are high enough
'to warrant "further study of the economic
poteotial of the area."

OIL TO JAPAN. John A. Hill, deputy
administrator of the Federal Energy Ad-
ministration, says it "may be possible and
wise" to ship oil from the trans-Alaska
pipeline to .Iapen until pipeline systems
are developed to bring the oil fr·omthe West
Coast to the Midwest and East, Hill em-
phasizes that this would be an exchange,
not an export. Alaskan oil could be sent to
Japan in exchange for Mideastern country
oil ordinariIy sent to Japan.

'8UN-~TEDIiOT DoGs. 'I'be SI/nphine C.... pany brought solar energy
kno....~how.. 'the ebDdren 0( V8iJ; Colo~ this summer. Led by experts, the

, , kids built their oWn liolar eoolrers. Su.,.,es. ,,!eant lunch - a sun-warmed
hot doe. TIie, sUnshine Compally is a traveling ""Iar energy, and energy
eOlllNli'vation show sponsored by the University' of Colorado at Denver. It is
,to.lU'iDg 15 eitle.1n Coloradothisyear. Still ab ... d are shows in Greeley, Oct.
' 12-20; Ster!iDlr. Oct. 211-30; Fort CoUin .. N"", 2-6; La Junta. Nov, 9.13; Boul.
der. NoV. 18-22; Alamosa, Nov. 29-Dec. 4; and Aspen, Dee. 7·14. The exhibit
may be 'IIfl1IIng to /mvel to other state_in U'77. F,Or more information, write
Solar E .... l1lY Exhibition Program, University of Colorad~ at Denver. 1100
14lh St., Denver. Colo. '80202, 'Photo courtesy of the Sunshine Company.

/

UMWREVOKES SUPPORT. The Un-
ited Mine Workers has voted to revoke its
previous support of a federal strip mining
regulation law. The reversal represents a
concession to the union's strip miners who
feel a federal law could cost jobs. Less than
20% of the UM-W members are strip min·
ers. Previously. the UMW supported a fed-
eral law because it felt it would encourage
deep mining which provides more jobs per
ton of coal mined.
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'Wyoming balks, at Interior proposal

,Will state regs cover
~.federal coal?

\ "standards, but that was only part of the
state laws. The standards cover substan- .
tive requirements like recontouring, re-
seeding, and pollution prevention. Butthe
department refused to immediately accept
the atate's procedural reclamation re-
quirements, such as bonding, leaving ac-
ceptance open to negotiation. The two step
approval process has the state up in arms.

Wyoming officials want total, unqual-
ified control of mining on federal lands in
the state, The state believes its procedural
reciamation requirements are also tougher
than federal requirements and blanket ap-
proval, not negotiation, is in order.

By cnly accepting half, of Wyoming's
sttipmtD.ing laws, "the effect is to totally
emasculate any control the state ... might
.have had over federal coal operations,"
says Rep. Teno Roncalio (D-WYo,). Ron-
calio points out that the federal govern-
ment refused *.0 accept without negotiation
wyoming laws covering surface owner
consent, permit applications, mining plan
requirements, bonding procedures, the de-
signation of land not suited for strip min-
ing, inspection, and variance proced.ures .
. By not adopting Wyoming's variance

procedures, the half of the state law ac-
NuKE FOR IDAHO? With the proposed cepted by Interior is meaningless, says
coal-fired Pioneer Power Plant turned Roncalio. "In effect, Interior is saying, 'We.
down by the Idaho Public Utilities Com- will adopt Wyoming's law, but remain to-
mission (see HeN, 9·24-76)", Goy. Cecil D. tally free to gut it with our variance provi-
Andrus says he sees a nuclear power plant sions,''' he says.
-irrIdaho's future "to be-on line sometime Gov. Herschler complains that interior - -... -"
around 1990." Andrus told television sta- says.state laws will apply, but the depart- TIlE AMAZING B~W ALL. A beadwalf ts an Jn~Ia¥ WIndow. TQ seal
tion KTVB that a.regional nuclear plant is 'rnent "doesn't even require a state permit -. up a ho~se, styr~fo~ beads are blown b~tween the ~h~8 of ~ dc:»~ble.
hei id ted hi h' Id.s " ,. '. , 'fed aI·· Hd ··,;W· ..',. ">'J"glazedw.JIIdp~W1th.a.y8C!lum;cleanermotor.Whe~otJn':.~theb!:!'Isr.~

ws::;~oo;s;e~al~~~~;~~~:;:~~~c~~~ ::'c~?rff1!!~~"l~g~q,J,~ceII ~~I, ;;~,m~';(PJlHlJ:Yi: ~f'1'n(tstoredi1iPta~~:;~'J~~~~~iidw7llri1!~~ftP.ffiT~f"~t1:it~t:'t~1R~~·
President James E"Brnce say; he has dis- GOOD FAITH OFFER patented device are availa'ble.f0r'$15 fr~ zomewor't:!x ~l!,XlbulI"tlr-
cuseed the possibility of a joint nuclear -' ' ' que, ~.M.87103. Th~,!,odel shown here IS a p~o~the Sunshine Company
plant with Utah Power and Light Co. Assistant Interior Secretary Jack Hor- traveImg solar exhibit, sponsored by the Umvel'lllty of Denver .
.Bruce told the Idaho Statesman his com- ton told HCN that the department is not
pany is exploring several possible sites 'trying to exclude any part of Wyoming's
both in and outside Idaho for both coal and law by the two step approval process. "It's a
nuclear gen;ration. He said the utility~ill gOOdfaith offer," he says.
probably seek another site within Idaho for Horton says its not simply a matter of
a' coai-fired plant. The PUC turned down determining if the state laws are at least as
the Pioneer Plant.on siting considerations, stringent as the federal standards and then
not need for the plant. handing the entire program over to the-

states-He says Interior also needs toassess
the state's ability and willingness to ad-
minister the program - and this is w_hy
negotiation with each state is necessary.

Among the subjects to be brought up in
negotiations are ,enforcement capability,
manpower and funding availability, and
willingness of the state to issue permits
and inspect mines.

Some of the states may not want all that
responsibility, says Horton. "What if a
state said, 'We want the federar govern-
ment to enforce state standards on federal
land because we don't h'ave the man-
power'?" Horton asked. "We need- to-know
the capacity of each stat;.e."

Horton says...Interior is willing to sit
down with Wyoming "as early as ,tomor-
row" and negotiate a fimil settlement. He
sa~ previous attempts to'meet with the
sta~ "and discuss acceptan~e of the other
h~lf of WyomiJ}g's laws have"been hOypot-
'ted Dy.the state because.ofits pending law-
-suit. IfWyoming.·Y{ins.lts i~wsuit,'Interior
would have to accept all of the-state'slaws
without negotiation. ..... _.

ffortOQ says-other states 'seem'IDore'wil-
ling ro work with' the two step process. In-
terior has set up a meetj.ng to .negot'iate
with Montana '9fficials this-month to de-
termine if all of MontanlJ's laws will hold
on federal land. '

• by Bruce Hamilton

Interior Secretary Thomas Kleppe h~s
promised to adopt state mine reclamation
requirements for federal land if they are at
least as stringent as those of tile federsl
government. Wyoming Gov. Ed Herschler
calls Interior's promise "double talk and
'hot air" and has filed suit against the de-
partment to insist that state 'lawe prevail.

Interior IS presently reviewing state
mine reclamation laws to. see ifthey are
adequate to protect federal land. In the
first state under study ~ Wyoming - In-
terior accepted ute state's reclamation

IN SITU OIL SHALE. An interagency
task force has been assembled to prepare
an environmental -impact statement on
possible in situ development of oil shale in
Utah and Colorado. In situ development
involves underground heating of oil shale
to produce·oil and then 'pumping the pet-
roleum to the surface. Four tracts'of 5,000
acres each are beVig proposed fol' develqp- .
ment - three near Vernal, Utah and one
near ~Craig, Colo. Only two of the four
tracts may be selected for leasing. The EIS
will be completed next year.

•

MODEL INDIAN LEASE. The Naviljo:s
renellOtiated lease with El Paso Natural
Gas and Consolidation Coal is being hailed
by tribal officials as a model settlement,
according to Coal Week. Un~er the new
lease the companies give the tribe the right
to levy taxes, control over reclamation, and
veto power over mining plans. The tFibe
will receive $5.6 million in bonus royalty
payments and $6.25.-per acre for the first
seven ye!lrs. In addition, the tribe will re·
c'eive 55,cents or eight per cent of the sel-
ling price of each ton of coai, whichever.is
.~eater. The lease cove~s 40,286 acres n~ar
Burnham; NM, The Interior Departm~nt
still Must awrove.its. tenns ..

Plans 'for a solar water heater,
drum .wall;beadwall, dehydrator

Solar energy is easily adapted to small- loop water heat ... for both warm and cold
scale, home-built applications, The August climates, Ij;lj Bread Boo<Water Hlll'Hr
edition ofPeoj>1e and Energy newsletter Plana ($2,50) describe a sOlar wate~bilatlIB'
lists the following plans aod blueprints for which usea the tonk as the ""nector, Its
solar devices: Drum Wall Plans, 1$5 for two pages. of,

-Ecotope Group, a non-profit education blueprints) describe the'drum wall - a
and research organization, h.as·put to.:. passive heating, syst.e.·· which uses
gether a six-page instruCtion sheet for 50-gallon dru"", aspartofa south wall.Its
building a solar collector intended for hot Beadwall System Pla'ns and .License ($15
water heating. InCluded are instructions, _for seven pages of plans) descril:ies a
materials needed, and tools, TIV.reis a1... a .double-glazed system in which styroCq,an)
diagram of what the coll"':tor looks like ';beads ar" 1:i10W1l! jletween'~ 1\lY~~
'and how to hook it up with your water glaas·at Qight to retsinJJe'sltWiiite to'BOx
systein,' AvadlabIe from. Ee6to,pe Group, 712 AI' bu'q' • ....;'e N-M' 871~', . u_.~_, . ~'
Box 618, Snohomish, Wash. 98290, .,

-A four-page instruction s\1eet for as- -SOlar Survival is a sIDalI decentralist
sembling hot-water heaters, includitljl. in- group ~rkiJjg on a cottage ind\!B!;ryseale

. ~ topremote tot81 ... lar living conce¢!!, 1'hioy
. ~ offer,a faur:~ blue~t fo~a·sOlar ener-. t'~:i~~,-'~··~t~fcxxj.aij;ydratpJ; 8nd t!>e, ~plete

:.:~.~c~-~;;"~;~:,~~i~:io~?~~~:f:~;'~,~~~~f~:
• , • •. ., ','. , '~., •• """ joe 1>or, ..II-, ~~e~.Ij_~:'9~'\'P.lju,;j~,

structIons, ,!,ater.lals;. and, tools, lS.av,,:,l!', ..l"'l;\i(.!,tl'll?!eand~,!!,fID\.,~ r'lf;:~~~
ble from Ram,Mag"Z1ne (2270NW Irymg" stamj)lld envelope, ')'he ne)j'aletter .ll\- pub-
.Portland, Ore. 9721 O)for'$1 imd Iista~~ .• Iishedm~';~IYPy tlie(j~l{>~o.r S~nce in
self.address<il,db.usmess, envelow- . '.. tHe -Puhhc I'1iter~ a non"pJ:Ofitcnesel!l'ch
~~ewoJ;~. Corpor~t~~ro~~vrOus, or~~zation.~rk;jpg.~ ~p~;~,environ·

solar plans, Its SoIl!l' Water H,... ter·Plad1~ mental, C~UOl!'r ..an4 (ood,'SSUes. It!' ad-
($5)llrefwo 24 in',hy 36 in,pagesof!>l."e", " dressis 1157 SSt, N}\T" WashiIigtoD;p,c,
,rints desCribing how to buUd.... conv~tiv" 20009,', _' . ~.



before the state legislature and proposed.
such a program, only to meet tremendous

Early settlers of North America had no op\",sition, especially from ranching in-
mixed feelings towards grizzly bears. This teresta. Further, Torres denies that Stouf-
species was universally feared, and with . fer made $10,000 available to the division.
goal reason. Although the grizzly tended to Stouffer next decided to try to gainpublic
avoid men, when a chance encounter arose, support for his ideas through a film. Stouf-
the human armed only with knife or mus- fer Productions obtained two grizzly cubs
ket was the underdog. The most powerful from zoosand hand-raised them as pets to
animal in the woods, the grizzly rep- use in the film. The finished product, The
resented to early Americans the wilder- Man Who Loved Bears, is scheduled for
ness elements they had to conquer in order release late this year. Itstars Marty Stouf-
to survive. As firearms developed and tip- fer_ as a writer who discovers a grizzly in
pro the balance of power towards man,. southwestern Colorado and determines to
brave souls started to seek out and exter- find itamate. He obtains a female cub from
minate the grizzly, in the name ofmaking a zoo, raisesit, and introduces it tothewild.
the country safe for cowsarid children. Concerning Stouffer's accusations
They were enormously successful, and against the Division of Wildlife, John Tor-

today few nave seen a grizzly outside a zoo. 'res is "almost convinced Marty's doing it
Dutside Alaska, they exist only in a few of for publicity. He wants to capitalize profes-
the most isolated areas of the country, in- sionally, as a photographer, on the rein-
eluding Yellowstone National Park in traduction of the grizzly." He regrets
Wyoming, and Glacier National Park and Stouffer's attitude, because "had his mo-
the Bob Marshall Wilderness in Montana. tives been properly oriented, he could have
A few-people believe the grizzly still exist" been a big help to us."
iJ 8o'tJ.tbw'estlem Colorado, but-there have The grizzly problem is enormously corn-
b~n no sightings for yea~. > r •• !,~..~ plex. Discussing restocking grizzlies in
'Unlike most endangered species today, their former ranges in the .Ienuary, 1976,

the grizzly's main problem is not lack of Audubon, nature writer Bi! "Gilbert
habitat, Much suitable hear habitat pres' writes: "Perhaps they can and should be,
enlly exists that is devoid of hears. The but no steps have been taken, largely be-
biggest roadblock to rein traduction is cause local residents and game managers
human fear. Many people's knowledge of have shown no eagerness to take part in
the bear is limited to movies like Man in . such experiments. Dedicated protec-
the Wilderness and the ridicul6us tionists may feel this reluctance is reactio-
Grizzly, in which the bear is chief villian. nary and shortsighted, bu t they are not the
The gri~ly.'s actual numbers are hard to I?eoplewho have backyards to which griz-

determine and its habitat needs virtually zlies could be transplanted. Just as we can
unknown, so wildlife management offi- tolerate only a small number of grizzlies, "Skewered through and through with of-
dal"f-!~.~~!'Jl!!~~~!\le;'!!bJ!;,~~M!"!;,~!o.If;;!\!!~i~!!ll!.!in~'P~l'Ml'f~w i fic,e:~l?i, 'a~d ,~o,un<rli~ii~and foqt,~ ith red
l~e,U1~I~l1J8-1l1c"",ao:e,maquandarJ' ..($ee,,'places,"-· ,., '-', ., '" " 'tape." - Charles Dickens, David
HeN"7-30·76.) , , More people are .using the wilderness, Copperfield
One man who knows exactly where he and men-bear encounters are becoming .

stands with regard to the grizzly Is Marty more frequent.' Stouffer characterizes the
Stouffer, a young filmmaker from Aspen, grizzly as "a harmless, peaceful giant, per- Red tape trips up-even the most dedi-
Colo. His company, Stouffer Productions fectly satisfied to let you alone if you let cated lobbyist. A recent column by Jack
Ltd., specializes i~ fIlming wildlife, and him alone," but unprovoked attacks are on Anderson gave a frightening example of
tries to focus public attention on en~ record. how not to deal with the federal·bureauc,~
dangered species. Stouffer wants to see the Cliff Martinka, research biologist at
bill<besr re-establishedin Colorado. He b~· Glacier National Park. says, "I used to racllLntana's Sen, Lee Metcalf wanted,
lieves that where a bear can exist, the bal- think that with prudent management we

some fairly innocuous information a~out
ance of nature is intact. could largely eliminate bear-man inci- utility bills from the commissioner oflabor
In ~3, -Stouffer and a friend, David dents. NQwI'mnot so sure. I'm beginning· statistics. The material was clearly in the

SIlIlI>~JJ~the~ger.ed Species ,Re., to belie ..e the grizzlies have reached the public domain. After repeated telephone
storation Foumation to provide tax-free point where they have encountered so calls, Metcalf sent a letter to the commis-
funds to draw upon in the obtaining and many people that it has affected their col· sioner, formally requesting the informa·
estab1iahmentofa female grizzly with cubs lective behavior. They may be losing their tion. No reply. ,/
in former grizzly range. Tbe area chosen shyness ofman but not losing their aggres· A month later, Metcalf sent a complaint,
was the area where grizzlies were last seen siveness. It might be they are becoming fhreminding the commissioner 0 is request.in the state, the Weminucbe Wilderness behaviorally more like black bears, which·

No reply.Area between Durango and Silverton. now are very hold around people. If griz· , .Again,'two months later, Metcalfsent a
Atthispointproceedingssnagged.Stouf· zlies get asbold asblacka it could becritical letter to then.Labor Secretary Peter Bren.

fer claims, that a verbal agreement with because they are altogether a more aggres· nan, complaining about the lack of cooper.
Colorado'sUiviaion of Wildlife was made to sive and dangerous,animal." ation. Two months after this letter _ five
...-tablish,the jp-izzJyin the state before months after the original request _ Met.
thefoundatienwassetup.Thedivisien,he -Idaho can 'regulate calf received 'a 'Jumble of figures" that
says, reneged after funds of $10,000 were sel ~ hi .
made available from the foundation. Ac. were u ess or s purposes. ,
cording to Stouffer, no satiafilctory expla- min ing on forest
nation was ever offered. He feels the divi-
sion b.Jwed to livestock intereats. "They
don't want to step on the big ranchers'
toes," he says.
However t John Torres, non-game super-

visor for the diviaion, says the only agree-
ment that was made was to try to contact
the federal agencies in control of the land
involved, and, if an 'agreement was made
with them, to try to get the Divisien of
Wildlife to endorse sueh a program. Torres·
hae been working en the ilea for years, not
only to reintroduce the grizzly, but also.
otherspeeies, such as the wolf. In 1972, t.w>

- years before he met St<luffer,be appeared
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Grizzly dilemma

Keeping .the country' safe
by Sarah Doll

for cows and children

Stouffer Productions photo

The twain shall meet
II 1-r---b-y---D-a-n-W---hi~'p-p':'"le-~-10l:~

, '

won't give it to you, but don'tbe discour-
.aged. W"fi~ to, the-Government Printing
Office a~d ask for the same thing. You may
have to pay two dollars but, if you are ser i-
ous, this is money well spent.
Most ofthe offices have names that are

specifically designed to impart as little in-
formation as possible about what goes on
there. They are called things like the
Urban Squalor Office or the Office of Na·
tional Seashore and Lower Upland Miner-
als: Don't be deterred. Call the Highest
Ranking Official's' office of the program·
that sounds even remotely like the one you
are interested in.
Then, without identifying yourself, ask

whoever answers the phone for the person
in the urban squalor officewho handles rat
control (or whatever). One thing to, re-
member is that the secretary of the Highest
Ranking Official will probably answer the
phone. Secretaries in the government
know absolutely everything worth know-
ing. If )llu're friendly with the Highest
Ranking Official's secretary, you needn't _
waste any more time on the Highest Rank-
ing Official.
The reason you shouldn't identify YQur-

self is that most people who work for the
. government assume that everyone who
calls works for the government, too.lfthey l

find out that you don't, they may refer you
in the Office for Untracking of Public rn-
terest Pests, and you will be "bound hand
and foot with red tape" forever after. Take
it f~m me, this is a fate best left to career
bureaucrats and not to a sensitive soul like
you.
Duce you find him, you'll be surprised at

how flattered the program-oriented
bureauc~et will be by your attention. And
since h~'s the one who does the real work-
at least for some parts of your issue -
things will go a little more your way.

Good hunting.

{j

If Metcalf, duly elected Senatoi of Mon·
tana, can't get simple informa~ion from a

The IdshoSupreme Court has ruled that middle.level bureaucrat, hdw do you,
the state can regolste mining on federal, chairman of the Sweetwater Canyon Jazz
land in Idaho. The state wanted to require AppreciationSociety, expect to get through
dredge mmers m the St. J:oe NatIOnal, to the Secretary oflnterior?
Forest along a tributary of the St. Joe RIVer .
to meet state reclamation and bonding r~ As explained last issue, you dOI).'thave to
quirements. The minersarg.,ed they were get through to the top to affect a program
not subject to state law. Earlier, a state that affects you. You needonly contact the
district court refused to grant the state a program-onented offIce m charge. This
permanent iJliunction to stq> the ,mining, isn't difficult, but it takes persIstence ..
ru\ing that state law does not apply on fed· First, 'call or write to the pubhc affairS
eral property. The Idaho Supreme Court office in the agency you are dealing with
reversed that decision. Federal courts have and request a telephone directory of the
not revil!wed the situati'on. personnel at the agency. Tbey prol:>ably

\
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• Ski Yellowstone resort opprovcl urged
A draft environmental impact statement (EIS) on the proposed Ski Yellowstone'

resort near West Yellowstone (see HCN, 5-23-75})recommends that the development fie
approved. The EIS says the ski resort would be good for business and recreation in the
area. Montana environmentalists have protested the proposed development, partly on
the grounds that it would intrude on grizzly bear habitat. Forest Service Planner John
Sandmeyer told the Associated Press that the effect on the grizzly is still unknown. The
base ofthe mountain is in the national for-est.The Forest Service has scheduled public
hearings on the Ski Yellowstone EIS in West Yellowstone on Oct. 19, nod in Bozeman
on Oct 21. Copies of the EIS may be obtained by writing U.S. Forest Service, Federal
Building, Missoula, Mont. 59801.

Whooper foster parent plan repented
Four morejuvenile whooping cranes h.rve been added to the tiny world population of

whoopers, by a foster parent program in Idaho. Tw6 years ago, the only wild whoopers
left were a small band of 49 birds which summered in Canada and wintered in Texas.
Last year, scientists began an experiment of taking "extra" eggs from the Canadian
breeding colony (whoopers lay two eggs, but usually only one chick survives) and
placing them under foster parent sandhill cranes in Idaho. In 1975, 14 eggs were
brought down to Idaho and (our young whoopers migrated with their foster parents to a
wintering ground in New Mexico. This year, the exper-iment was repeated with 15eggs
and four new young whoopers are ready to migrate south this month. Last ~ear's foster
whoopersdidn'tall return totheir birthplace at Greys LakeNati en al Wildlife Refuge in
Idaho as expected, One summered within 20 miles of Greys Lake, another summered
near Big Timber, Mont., and a third stayed at the Ouray National Wildlife Refuge near
Vernal, Utah, The whereabouts of the fourth jg-month-oid whooper is unknown.
Scientists hopeto establish a second flockofwhoopers in the Idaho-New Mexico corridor
to help save the species from extinction. -,

House reportcttccks-Gorrison plan
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's plans for the Garrison Diversion in North Dakota

ha ve been attacked by a congressional committee that says the agency is violating the
National Environmental Policy Act, an agreement with Canada, and congressional

.-' funds autllorizafions. The House-Government Operations Commi~says tHe bureau): .
is buying right-of-ways and constructing a reservoir, which would be needed only if a
1,007,000 acre ,rrigation project were planned. However, this size of project has r~-
peatedlyfailed togetcongressional funding, accordingtoThe Prairie Ethic, a publica-
tion of a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. The 'committee also said
ongoing construction potentially affects Canada, in violation ofthe agreement between'
the US. and Canada that such construction would not begin tintil Canadian concerns
are resolved.
A court suit filed by the National Audubon Society is now pending on the project. The

society says a comprehensive impact statement is needed instead of the segmented
approach being used by the bureau. The society bases its case, in part, upon the recent
U.S. Supreme Court decision-on the Sierra Club suit on Northern Plains coal develop- :
merit. The decision in that case said a regional-comprehensive impact statement is
needed when a feder8I agency develops a proposal that significantly affects the envi-
ronment. The suit against Garrison was filed in district court in Washington, D.C.' ~
. Copies ofthe congressional report (HouseReport No. 94-1335) are available from the
Superintendent of Documents, Ll.S. Goveramen t Printmg Office, Washington; D.C.
20402 at $1,70 each.

Teton. preserve could halt development
A fmal report on the Grand 'I'et on National Park Boundary Study calls for limited

expansion of the park and creation of a Jackson Hole Scenic Preserve. The preserve
would include private and public lands and take in all of Grand Teton National Park, all
oftheNational Elk Refuge, and some ofthe Bridger-Teton National Forest visible from
the valley floor.Agrictllture, hunting, and ot;4er present activities would be allowed to
continue in the preserve, but further development would be greatly restr.icted. The .,
preserv~ concept is an attempt to deal ";'ith'rapid subdividing which is ruinin'g the
pastoral scenic qualities ofthe valley. Under the proposal, an advisory commIssion with
broad: representation would be established to oversee man~gement of the p-;'eserve:"'"'
Federal agenCies would retain management· authority for their lands, but would be
advised by the commission. ·Private land would remain private, but easements or other
controls over future development would be acquired.

Idaho: sage grouse must have·sage
Idahoans are concerned about the futu~e of the sage grouse in their r;;tate but fail to

r:ecognize the connection between dwindling acres of sagebrush and dwindling grouse
popu~ations. Some of the landowners are attributing the lower populations to hunting
pressure and arec10sing their lapd to hunters, However, the-fish and game department
saYs hunting regulations are designed to allow hunters up to 30% ofa year's hatch, and
usually they take less. "Sage grouse~ not farm birds," the agency says; so enlarging
the n?mber of acres in hay 8.?dgrain mean fewer ~d fewe,r grouse.
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DAM FAILURE NO ACT OF GOD ~ ,~n.:!
The Teton Dam collapse in Idaho was a ftman·made disaster" cause..' by

an agency which ilTesponsibly ignored geologists' warnings, according to a
House Government Operations Committee investigation of the ,tisaster.
The committee report sbarply criticized the Bureau of Reclamation's
."compulsion or momentum to continue to build despite danger signals and
warnings,' As the reservoir was filling for the first time on June-5, the dam
gave way, kilIing~ll people and causing over $1 biI60n· in damages. "The
exact cause is not yet known, but it was certainly not an act of God,ft said
.Rep. Leo Ryan (D-CaJif.) of the committee. An independent investigative
panel of engineers and geologists is stDl investigating the cause of the
collapse. The panel's report is due by the end Of the year. Meanwhile, the
cpngressi,onal committee made a number of recmnmendations to avert
similar'futuredisaster""Am,~4he8Ullltestlo~'inopeeWil'eliistiJill'~8I" .~
review federal agencies which buDd danis; have' iDdependerif expe¥tsfiil L) c

-.view all new dam sites; require mid-construction ~valuations of all dam
sites; and encourage agency employes ,to report all safety problem",
Photo of Teton Dam after collapse by Barbara Brown.

Parasite found in mountain stream
Sierra Club skiers in China Meadows in the Uinta Mountains of Utah were infested

with a parasite last April. Experts believe the parasite may have passed from sheep into
the water. A doctor writing in the Utah Sierra Club chapter newsletter says the ..
infestation with the parasite, giardia lamblia, is getting more and more common. He
warns hikers to either iodinize or boi! water whenever there is any posaibility of
upstream contamination. People infested with the parasite are.succeoisfuUy'tretttedim8
90% of all ~ases. l ;'IO'il rfof1810J.!

.Judqe Kerr blocks EPA poison lawsuit
A federal judge has blocked the u.s. Environmental Protect! ... Agency's attempt to

review alleged iIlegai action by the state of Wyoming r.egarding predatOr poison- EPA
believes the state may have beenIl legally importing nod distributing a federally-.
banned predator.poison - l080. The federal &:{lencythreatened to sue Wyoming to
obtain State Agriculture Department TeCOrdSwhich lniglit-indicate ifWYomingIOfflJ~
ciaIs were importing the poison. The poison is not ~loW€d in'lnterstatel'dotiuwerce1:.)

because ofits higb toxicity which.has led to poisOningofwildlife·sp~ies·otlii!rJthID>th1!e·
animal it is intended to el.iminate -'- the coyote.·U .S, District·CourtJudgeEwing KelT _.
approved a 'state-requested writ of prohibition against EPA on the grounds that the
agencywas tampering with thejuriscjictionofthe court before a predator poison lawsuit
which is pending has been settled. WYo.mingis;sueing EPA, charging thatthe agency
lacked the authority to ban predaiDr poi";'ns.- .

Canadians fear copper's water impact
Long touted as the longest unguilrdOliborder in the world, the line betWeen Canada.

and the U.s. is becoming the .site of yet another environmental dispute. Consef-
vationis~ in Canada are concerned about1a proposed deep coppel"--silvermine south of
Troy,Man t., polluting the Kootenai Rh'er before it flows into British Columbia. Mining
officials from the company, ASARcO, say the granite-type rock that is to he mined is
relatively clean and stable and sowon't cause poIIution. However, the British Columbia
Wildlife Federation is concerned that mine settling-pond discharges may get into the
Kootenai, according to the Missoulian. Other environmental disputes flaring at the
border include proposed mining in Canada, which may affect tlie Flathead and the
Poplar Rivers flowing into Montana, and the Garrison Diversion, a North Dakota
irrigation project, which may pollute water flowing into Canada.

j



Alternative energy enthusiasts often be-
come discouraged when they realize how
the private power companies' negative at-
titude can slow advances of renewable
energy sources. While solar-energy is vie-
wed as a threat by the private utilities,
public- power systems. have a natural in-
terest in it, the authors point out.
Many of the municipal and co-op power

systems are atthe mercy of Investor owned Review by Joan Niee
utilities for their power supplies and would . Forget this book, if your goal is to fu~l
. welcome an economical alternative. your body for wilderness travel while keep-

The authors tell the inspiring tale of ing your pack as small and as light as pes-
Santa Clara, Calif.,'which is already com- sible. John Muir would certainly not have
mitted to the development or solar energy. had any use for it.
The city foresees a city-owned solar utility - If, however, you have gourmet tenden-
which would finance and install solar heat- cies, modest hiking plans, and an enorm-
. ing and cooling systems in new buildings. ous pack, you may appreciate Brown

In Seattle, Wash., the Seattle City Light Bagging It. .
municipal utility decided not 't?,participate The book is based on the principle of'erri-
in a nuclear plant. At local environmen- bellishing dehydrated soups with spices
talists' insistence, a thorough study was and fresh vegetables. The idea is a good,
c~nducted whic~ indicated that conservf- practical one. Unfortunately, recipes of-
tion could substitute. . fered in the book are full of things I could
The authors enliven the whole bookwith not find, could not afford, and would not

case studies of such community ~uccesses carry on my hack. Among the ingredients I
- and failurei':i.They 'give specific step by pass off as unreachable are gumbo file,

" ... J!ltep suggestio.os for organizin~ public, brand,y, garam masala, and kielbasa. '
;thns-b iO'1:iffa.poW,;,~ cQmpai:gns;,;.including <a...1iSt:JOf.'con~"'''' . .

. sultants which can be relied upon to d,? - Other suggestIOn'S seem~ either tOQ
such studies as the Seattle study fairly. ,heavy or too bulky for anythmg more than

a three 0r four day trip. Steaks, chicken,
carrots, zucchini, turnips, mushrooms, hot
chilis, chard, and fresh frui,t are all part of
the shopping list if you wish to "brown bag
it" a la Jean Nagy.If you win your- campaign for -public

power, Taking Charge advises how' to
avoid the pitfalls that have turned other
public power experiments, such as the
Tennessee Valley Authority (TV A), into
such outrageous failures.

-J -J. The authors ac,knowledge that public
goVel!DlU bytJTe;peqJle1whJiusetlfepower .• power isn't always the solution to'en-
Themites1:ofil)li-vs.te,utiliti~5hil contrast; vironmental problems - nor is--it always,
are governed by a regulatory process that the best thing for the people, It looks at,
pegs profits to the utilities' investments - TVA, the BonnE:tvillePower Associatio..n.of
thus encouraging the power companies to the Northwest, and other public power pro-
build new power plants even if they are not jects that ha~e become viilains to the peo-
needed. pIe they service and tells how tlley went
A ramification of the rate regulations haywire.

that is important to Western coal develop-, TVA is a "black eye for puhlic power"
melitis the fuel adjustment clause. With becau~ it is insulated from publi~input;
the cfause, private utiHtl'es- can pass, its boor9s .w~r.eorganized ,to prevent the
through to their customers - withoUt' potential problems that grassroots control
hearinJis':"· their costs if they pay more for' could bring; authors say.
transporting coal long distances. Thus, On the other hand, the people of the
these Eastern utilities have little incentive Northern Plains are becoming increas-

, to use Appalachian coal even when its sui- ingly upset with the Rural Electric
fur oontent isjust as low as Western c~. Cooperatives -the most pervasiye formof
The publicly owned utilities must answer public power in"the country and an organi-
directly to the customers ifhlgher cost fuel zation whi~h provides best for grassroot in-
drives rates up.. fluence. 'j -- .

A basic motive behind groups which Fortunately, tl)e authors of raking
push for public pOW ... is lowering rates. :Charge are aware of this changini: siiua-
Nationwide, rates foqlublic1yowned util-tion. The solution, as they see it, is to 'get
itydistricts were lower in 1974(29% lower _control ofthe REA boards. They,detail how
for lI1unicipala and public utility districts, disgruntled customet-owners in a Vermont
and 10%' lower forcoopetativea). Lower community did just that.
rates can be a disincentive to energy con~_ Now that public dissatisfaction with pri •.
servation. However, publicly owned' vate! utilit~es is t:5c~ating, perh~~ we
utilitIes have a more positive attitude-to- need to he reminded of former U.S. Gen.
. ward conservation than the private' George Norris' wotd$ in 1937: .
utiliti ... , which mw only token efforts at . "No free people can p...manently prospe1'

'i4-High Country News - Oct. 8, 1976.9Dooks I
.,AKINa CIIRGE
A New Look At Public }lower

by Richard Morgan, Tom Riesenberg,
'l"d Michael Troutman, Environmen-
tal Action Foundation, 724 Dupont Cir-
cle BuDding, Washington, D.C. 20036.
Soft cove" $2.50. 100 pages.

Review by Mariane Ambler

Public power. At first, it may not seem to
be an issue that environmentalists should
he concerned with. Yet many crucial en-
, vironmental battles-plantsiting, air pol-
lutionccon trela •. rete-structures - are
tougher·because ofwbo is incharga of the
utilities. .
Potentially the most effective way towin

these battles is by "taking charge." "" Ed-
'ward Barkley of the International Associa-
tion of Machinists says, 'lWe don't want
any Band-Aid solutions. We don't want to
regulate the power companies, w~want to
own them."
The questioDofgrowth is key to the dif-

fer en-.Ie rfljetiw'llero P1-ivate" and·· publicly
owned'utilities. Public utilities' ratea are

Ri,·hal'd Mnrjl"an
-rom Iti,·... nh .. 1'1Il
Mil'har! TI'''~,\, .. an
t·..n· "." h.,·
S...n, .' <1 Ilud.

\

The High CotJl'iltry News Research Fund
So far this year, contributors to theHCN Research Fund have paid for 34 stories

. which have appeared in HeN. That's two stories per issue. The fund pays for
photographs, some writers' travel expenses snd freelance writing. Some of this
year's material includes: Jeffrey City, by MaryTrigg; Butterflies, by Rob Pudim;
Never Summer Mountains, by Mark Peterson; Solar energy in Colorado, by Joan~
Nice. Contribute \0 the research, fund and be instrumental in improving the
content of your newspaper.
Senil your tax-deductible donation to ·'WyomingEnvironmental Institute -,

HCN Research Fund," P.O. Box 249.1, Jackson, Wyo. 83001. (Please make out
checks to "Wyoming Environmental Institute ~ HeN Research Fund. ,. Thank
you.)

COD8ervation communications, according or even endure if a necessary element.for
to the authQrB.- human nawiness or existence must be
The Federal E\'"rgy Administration .owned by pr-ivate monopoly, if that

presentEd conservation awards to only two" '".monopoly controls one of the natural re-
utiIltiea in 1975 - both of them municipal sources God has given all.his.people. Elec-
electric utilities. Los Angeles Department tricit}J comes from our natural 'resources.
of Water and Power's campaign succeeded Its economical development r equ ires
in reducing electricity use by an incredible monopoly; it isa necessity oflife, therefore,
. average of 17%,One reason is that munici- it should be supplied to our people without
pal utilities can assure conservation in one a profit to any person or private corpora-
of the largest power users: city govern- tion from its generation;transmiSsion, or
ment, -c- distribution."

Public power groups also have more in-
centive' to change their rate structures so
that customers aren ~t rewarded for using
more power. BROWN

BAGGING
IT...

NUCLEAR,ALTERN~TIVE ENERGY

A Guide to Fresh Food Cooking in the
Wilderness by Jean. Nagy, The Marty-
.Nagy Bookworks, San Francisco, 1976,
$2.50.

WHAT ABOUT TVA, REA?

-''The secret to keeping your vegetables
fresh.-is brown paper bags. Brown bags
allow evaporation ofmoisture, are'absorp·
tive, are fairly long-lasting, act as a pre-
servative for fruits and vegetables, and
when worn outcan be used as fire starters',"
Nagy says. "Plastic, because it retai:r;ts and
contains moisture, begins to rapidly break
down unrefrigerate(rfood.~ .
The 'pocket-sized book, which is .cleverly

1 L

Une Refwenc:e Tarv-t U

made of brown paper, looks simple and rus-
tic. Its recipes are not, however:
- Here's asample:
THE JAPANESE-POLISH AFFAIRE

1 pkg. Top Ramen pork base SQUP (with
noodles)
I pkg.t'Top Ramen soy bean soup (without
the noodles)
3 shallots, chopped
4 mushrooms, chopped
1medium head broccoli, slivered
1 Kielbass (Polish sausage) cut in f-Inch
pieces
'h piece ginger root, chopped
1 tsp. hlack mustard seeds
salt and pepper to taste

Heat enough water for one soup and add
mixes, reserving noodles. Saute separately
shallots, mushrooms, sausage, and broc-
coli, adding to soup as sauteing is com-
pleted. Saute ginger root and mustard
seedsjust until seeds begin to "pop."Add to
soup. "Clean" pan with a little soup liquid,
water or wine, adding to got. Adjust sea-
sonings and cook 20-30 minutes, About 10
minutes before soup is done, add one pack-
age of noodles.

•

Eavesdropper
environmental news from around the world

MINING PRAISED. "Minerals were put
in the earth for the benefit of people" and
miners "liberate" this gift, J. Allen Over-
ton told a recent American Mining Con-
gress convention, Overton, president of the
mining congress/ said the nation's "horn of
plenty begins with a hole in the ground.",
MERCURY COMPROMISE. The U,S.
Environmental Protection Agency has de~
cided against banning all pesticides con-
,taining mercury, according to a Wall
Street Journal report. EPA says it has
leached 'an agreement with lmanufacturers
where some mercury pesticides would be
phased out and others would be rein~
troduced under new safeguards set by the
agency. Pesticides with excessive concent-
ratio'ns of mercury have been linked' to
nervous system disorders.

•
., ,

SYNAPSE DOMES: Economical, energy effi-
cient homes. Exclusive residences to
greenhouses and barns erected and finished t~
your satisfaction anywhere in the Rocky
Mountain area. All wood component panel
shell kits shipped anywhere in continental
USA -eight sizes. Solar'heat, shakeshingles,
foam insulation 'optional. Blueprints availa-
ble. Write or call for infonnatiOl. and prices:
P.O. Box 554--H, Lander, Wyoming. 82520,
(307) 332,5773,

You've helped
to write

34 stories.

L •
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~mcllUEll
by Myra Connell

In a previous column I mentioned a
rumor that the big sagebrush had been im-
ported into WyomiJigwith the Texas ,trail.
diives. This surprising remark inspired an
interesting research in an attempt to de-
termine its truth,
I found no positive evidence that big sage

grew in'Wyoming prior to the time of the
trail drives. But in the opinion of Bureau of
'Land Management personnel whom I
questioned, the species grew naturalty
here from time immemorial. The man to
whom I tslked mentioned certain tintype
photographs from very early days showing ,
big sage in the vicinity of Independence
Rock. He said also that big sage is quite
evident in pictures taken by the famous
photographer-Willism Henry Jackson who
worked extensively in Wyoming and other
Western states.
It seems reasonable to conclude that the

big sagebrush is native to our area and .
adjoining states since its seeds were used.
by Indians and its leaves as medicine'. ac-
cording toCaxton'a Encyclopedia. Elijah
Nicholas Wilson, writing in The White
Indian Boy (WorldBook Co., N.Y., c 1919,
1937) tells of the use of aagebruah tea,.
made- by boiling the leaves as acure for a
dog bite. It took the swelling away; how-
ever the swelling came back later, was·
again treated with the tea, but was fmally
healed by application of entrails of
sagehen ',
Early white pioneers, having few physi-

GROUP SEEKS INTERNS cians and little orthodox medication, prob-
The Northern Rockies Action Group ably learned from the Indiana that eageb-

(NRAG) will be starting an internship rush has curative qualitiea.
program designed to improve an ,I can recall my own-family using sageb-
individual's skills in communications and rush tea as "aspring tonic and blood thin-
media, fund raising, community organiz- .ner, as a !lair rinse foJlo~sh~~.., to c,

ing and citizen group-man-a:g'"eri'ilH1t!"til "controldand~~a~. Sev-
terns will work directly with NRAG staff eral-people oflong experience in the West
on environmental and social justice Issues. and as far east as Iowa, can remember var-
Salary will be $300 per month and each Ious uses of sage tea.
assignment will last six months, For more Handfuls ofthe leaves have been used ad
information write: Northern Rockies Ac- a cure for hemorrhoids. One daughter of
tion Group, Number Nine Placer Street, pioneers related to me a remarkable cure
, Helena, Mont.' 59601. for pyorrhea which she herself experienced

by rinsing her mouth several times a day
with sage tea. The tea was drunk as a re-
medy for intestmal worma; a cloth dipped
in it was applied to infected wounds, cuts,
bruises and snake bites. In Desert Plants
and People by Sam Hicka many of these.
uses are vouched. for. He adds informatim 'rTIfyou have a "10-76" after youraddresa

I hel thO 't th't b aboutsag!"svaluefor",aahingandhealinga on IS paper, I means a yoursu _.. ts h The ~. b'tte
scription expirea in October and you need '::Ie cnpaluontabolrsejfs·totr W IS v

th
"'?'l' .. '

to send us another $lO.lt also means that) u
h
• a elf. os 'l(l- IS can

t L'b Sub'he vouc lOr myse .
weTshauSPtec you are a I ra scrl r. Blackfoot Indians used ,I'e boiled roots

WOrrIesua. - to f t al .dIed" ld "
{.ik.emost HeN readers, Librans are or c.!s ~ ,swee ~atogetr'SOt~ °d .man
h ' d ' .. ..' or .. ralrle sage 'ea lever an It was
c armmg an ideallstlc ..But 1hey art' also chewed for indigeation. <McClintock, wai-
known for theIr ~sy gomg nature. If you ter Old North Trail). .
area LlbraSubscnber, we fear our renewal '
, notice may slip by you with a nod and a Sage.b~sh belonga to. the genus
smile and no action! Arteml8l8, one 8p~es ofwhl~, called by
Don't let the Libra, in you make you miaa the ugly name of 'mugwort, has been

us. Avoid a renewal notice. Save us a .-,grown by EU~ans fo~ g.~ratims for
9-cent stamp, If your address l8bel says use lis seaaon.mg and medicme. Another
"10-76," send a check toda . SpecIes, tile widely known wormwood, ~ .a

y famous home remedy. Itw.as used medicI-
nally in Egypt sa early as 1600 B.C.

In Green Medicine, the Search for
Plants that Heal, Margaret Kreig tell8 of
the "golden drug of Pakistan" discovered

Service Directory. Starting with itsisaue "by Prof. N.A ..~uazi1bash. Itwas e~acted
of October 22, High Country News will from ~m"la kJ1rr~eDi .. a km~ of
otreradvertisingspace in th~f<tnnofaser. ~rmWoo? known ~.an unPlrta.n~ source
vice directory. For details, write HCN,'Box ?f san.tomp., a D;1ahc~ used 8gf).lnst th~
K, Lander, Wyo. 82520 mtestinal parasites 1hat plague the popu- ,

. . 'lations of the tropics.
SOLAR UTILIZATION NEWS is THE Oneoftheingredientaofthepopularlin-
80lsr newepaper. Monthly; send 13 cent irnent Ab80rbine Jr. is wormwood. Take a
stamp for aample. Alternate Energy Instj- good mitT of it and see ,if ",11 aren't re-
tute, Box 3100, Eatee Park, CO 8051'1. minded of sagebrush after rain.

• Bulletin BDard~

•
LOONEY lIMERI(:KS

by Zane E. Celogy

There once was a man from the city
Who watered to make his lawn pretty
'Twas already green,
It's now submarine.

And the stream's gone - ain't it a pity?

•
SOLAR ENERGY PUBLICATION,

The Alternative Energy institute has re-
leased its introductory issue of "Solar
Utilization News." SUN is a monthly'
newspaper covering recent developments
in solar projects, patents, publications, and
products. Subscriptions are available at $8
for individuals and $15 for corporate and
library subscribers by writing to The At-
terna tive Energy Institute, P, O. Box 3100,
Estes Park, Colo. 80517.

High Country News is out to
, -'

.Drum up business
for our business.

To increase the number of advertisers
in the paper, High Country News lsoffer-
ing advertising space in the form' of a
Bervice Directory. A one column, one
inch ad costs $15 for six issues in the
Service Directory. The same ad 'would
regularly cost $27. Write HCN, BoxK,
Lander, Wyo. 82520 for details.

Photo by Don Domeniek, Colorado
Game, Fish and Parks Division.

FAR-OUT INSTRUcToRS
The Universityofthe Wilderness is seek-

ing "far-out" instructors experienced in
ski-touring and snow camping, with a gen-
eral knowledge ofthenatural environment
and environ-mental issues. Positions are
available for both its remote Wyoming
ranch facilfty and its Homestake Campus
near Vail, Colo. Applicants are asked to
send a resume to: University of the Wil-
derness, 29952 Dorothy Rd., Evergreen,
Colo. 80439. .

• COUNTRY CRllfTSMEN"
I LOW COST ECOLOGY ORIENTED,! . 'HEATER KIT

Do something
about today's high
energy costs!

Heat with
Scrap Wood.

Build one as a Reserve
Heating Source in case
of power failure.

A eeat
'Old-tashjoned

value

From California's
Redwood country.

. A quality heater kit
for $22.50-

With our low cost heater kit you' can convert any 15 to 50 gallon steel drum
into a high capacity, wood b.urning heater for Bungalows, Construction sites.
Sa~Jnas,Outdoor Tubs, Country Caoins, Garages,'Workshops, Basements, Geodesic
Domes, NO WELDING REQUIRED

The door assembly, and flue flange are constructed of
. heavy..cast gray iron that will outlast a dozen drums or more.

. T~e kit i_ncludes: Steel Legs, Gray Cast Iron Stovepipe Flange, Patented Gray
Iron Door Assembly with all important Draft Control, Assembly Hardware and
Easy Boh-Together Instfuctions. (Drum,not furnished.) illl

COUNTRY CRAFTSMEN
Send check or money order to: P.O. Box 33338 Ie?

Santa Rosa, California 95402 -
, SHOP BYMAIL

Price-$22,50: Please. add $5.00 United Parcel Shipping Charge,

- DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED - BUILD ST0I6l'S FOR RE-SALE -

• COUNTRY CRAFTSMEN
P.O. Box 3333 H
Santa Rosa, Ca. 95402

Please send ~me--_ Heate( Ki.t(s) a($~.50·,each PI.U~UPS'shipping ooarge ..

Name ~_:_------~ ~ _ _,

Street --~-"-~ ...".".'"••".••.,'"...",,,,,,,,~,,,,~•.,..,,,••"l1., ..,,,, .. ' .... "'., .... ..,.,;;;" ... , ..... ,;6".•17;•• ,

California residents
plow add 6% state
wes talC of S1.35
per Heater KiLCity _~ __ ~~---, __ Stat. i,-' 2ip __ -,-_

WIND EN;ERGY MEETING
The American Wind Energy Association

has chosen Warren, Vt., as the slte'for its
national meeting on Oct. 21-24. The meet-
ing will feature wind power experts -and
working wind energy systems. The cost for
'the four-day meeting is $3.0. If interested,
contact the American Wind Energy As-
sociatinn, 12949 Glastonbury, Detroit,
Mich. 48223.

POWER PLANT PANEL
The Laramie River Station project near

Wheatland, Wyo., wilLbe the topic of a
panel discusaion to be held in the Hitching
Post Inn at Cheyenne, Wyo., from 9a.m. to
11 a.m., on Saturday, Oct. 16. Following
presentations by.the panelista, the prog-
ram will be open to questions and answers.
For more information con tact: Dianne
Kireilis, Rocky Mountain Center on Envi-
ronment, 111,5 Grant St., Denver, Colo.
80203"

YAMPA AND 'GREEN WORKSHOP'
The public· is invited to participate in

evaluating various alternatives for seg-
ments of the Yampa and Green Rivers
being considered for protection under the
Wild and Scenic Rivers ACt. A workshop
will be held to discuss these proposals at
Arvada West Senior High School in Ar-
vada, Colo., near Denver on Oct. 13 at 7:30
p.m.

SUN SIGN
SUBSCRffiER
MESSAl;;E m.n
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Dan Lechefsky in ,Idaho

Organizing wilderness sympathizers
IAl1icle and photo

by WHder Bellamy

On a hot, sweltering day in downtown
Boise, especially a Friday afternoon; most
wilderness lovers would be seriously temp-
ted to head for ,the Idaho woods,But for Dan
Lechefsky', it's just aoother business day,

The Idaho field representative of the
Wilderness Society was answering calls in.
the cramped basement office he shares
with the Idaho Conservation beague. -The .
office is in a renovated old house in Boise 's
government neighborhood - lawyers on
the floors upstairs aod state and county
offices ~~e blocks ~earby. - '':

FORESTS MORE THAN FARMS

iable. He enjoys open spaces, bicycling,
reading, and day hiking, and he has
traveled over most of the inland West and
worked 'in range and woods. "I've liked,

The "movement is the-
volunteers - this is true
everywhere.

Dan Lechefsky

,
everywhere I've lived, including Pennsyl-
vania and New York,"he says. But he' has.
no intention ..of ever moving back East.
On 'the job, Lechefsky plays downJus

own role as an organizer ami pub! icist, say-
ing that the volunteers across the state he
contacts and corresponds with do}the real
work in Idaho's conservation movement.
"The movement is the volunteers - this

is true everywhere," he says. "They write
the letters, do much ofthe research, ga-her
facts, do the typings and mailings."
As an indicator of general opinion in
Idaho, the recent gbvernment·sponsored
"idaho's Tomorrow" poll revealed that
most state residents favor conservation
and r.etainingwild land, as well as keeping
Idaho predominantly agricultut-al.
Lechefsky says that this popular sym-

pathy has made hisjob -easier in infor-mIng
the public onwilderness issues, bu t he leel:>.
this sentiment is 'notreflected, in general.
in the' state legislature. ~

moose, mountain goats, and fish, is located
along the Salmon River Canyon and in- /~ .......
eludes Gospel Peak and ButTaloHump,
Lechefskyjokes about seriously jriten

lng to.liead out on-a long trip through sam
ofthe wilderness areas discussed in all the
books and pamph lets stacked up in his of-
fice- when he has time. "Someday I'll get
out on a long hike, maybe next year," he
smiled as he returned to work.
River of No Return Wilderness Cou~cil..
and citizens working to preserve the White
Cloud Peaks and Sawto'oth Wilderness
Areas.
Lechefsky hi;nsel f has been focusing

work on the Gospel Hump area, around
450,000 acres of'open land in Nex Perce and
Payette National Forests racing possible.
timber devel opmen t. The area, rich in

The 26·year-old Lechefsky came to Boise
~a year ago, after several months of prep-
aration at the society's office in Denver.
Born in the Allegheny Mountains in north
central Pennsylvania, he studied forestry
at Syracuse University in New York 'and
did gr'ai:llllite research on aerial photo-
kr~l:WartH ri=.t:hgeman'agement inNevada.
H~ h'a's also worked as a ranger in
Wyoming's Devil's Tower area, near the
Black Hills. ,
Gaining his forestry background in New

York made a Jotof difference in Lechefsky's
outlook. . '
"Syracuse's program doesn't employ

forests str-ictly- as tree farms," Lechefsky
says. "I!<'s a more objective kind of land
management program. emph'asizi,ng re-
creation and wildlife" in maoaging New
England's small but thickly wooded areas.
"The recent hiStl1l'Yof national fores!!! has
-r-ce r~l p-Uf; J"T"";.iY","-\~J!'.i WJ·'~J.ln, ..e.,P""" • !') 1tenaea toWliid mcreaseo loggmg and In-
creased road-building." ~ ,

On the day of our interview, logging,
mountains, and recreation were'very much
on Lechefsky's mind. Boise Cascade had

just aonounced the closure of a Iumber mill !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!" e a'r rr 1° end S· I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!near the mountain town of McCall, Idaho. ...
Compaoy official,s had claimed that the
mill was closing because the Forest SerVice
was reducing the aonual timber harvest Every now snd then HeN steps intopoli·
yield allowed in' Payette National Forest.' tics. We try to lend editorial' s~pport when
Lechefsky had countered by laying out . we feel fairly sure that a' caodidate or an
some economic reasons for the mill's clos- issue make a positive difference for the
iWg,,in an· -interview with tIle Idaho West.
Slate\imBlL ' Unfortunately, it's not sOl'\lethingwefeel
"The rumor has been common in MeCiIIl confident about anymore. It does not make

for many years thaf the mill was going to our hearts swell with hope. We admit it; we
close," he told the.Stale8lllan. "The timber are idealists, perhaps destined for some
industry rmds itself ill';' good position to disappointments. ' ,
-eomjOoutand blametheenvironmentalista Most candidstes try to sound like
for something the industry was going todD idealists, but most behave like prag.·
81'ywa~ matists. We've seen issues used as ladders

to election success and then pushed aside:
And issues - not parties, personalities or
style - are all·important in us.
·Wehave·been disaWOinted to see what

two years ago was hailed as a promising,
new" environme~tally-inclined congress
fail in what was perhap; its most impor-
tant mission - to devise .an energy policy
for this country. We've been disawointed

r
25,000 MILi:S nus YEAR

traveling the vast distances between
Idaho's cities.
"I put on about 25,000 miles in the last

year in the car," not counting~additional
bus or plane travel, he says. The three-hour
trip from Lavery's CornefS, his home town"

If he were a lobbyist, Lechefsky's Boise
location would put him in the right spot to

influence state and local government. By.t
as a publicist, he spends most of his time
researching, preparing pamphlets and pre-
sentations, attending-workshops - and
to Syracuse University used to be the limit
fer this' farm-raised Easterner, until his
Nevada work put distances into moreof"a
Western perspective.
Nevada also broke him in to the sageb-

rush anddrycountrywhich makes upa fair
portion of'the'open land in Southern Idaho.
Though he interrupted a master's degree
project towork for the Wilder-ness Society,
he feels that the graduate work taught him
, a scientific approach to wilderness prcb-
Ie-his.. --"-..

MAYBE NEXTYEAR

AJnong t1~evolllnteerconservation IstS In
Idaho, Lechefsky has worked with the
Hell's Canyon Preservation Council,' the

The recent history of
national forests has
tended toward in-
creased logging and in-
creased road-building.

by "environmental caIlQidates,"who later which compar~ Ford -and Carter on en-
become models ofwliat they think the mas- viromrtental issues. But we.are making no
ses want, abandoning- the issues that con- endorsements this time because we have
cerned them before they entered high- no'special insight, just hopes'for change.
stakes politics. Wehave been disappoil}ted Carter clearly comes out on top when
with the -hesitancy of some of the new measured.by the environmentalists' yard-
Western governors, who promised us they stick. It wouldbe nice if he isalso the good.
could provide a strong, united front in the capableman~that our country needs at this
face of threatening energy development. dme.Butwedo·notknowthat.All weknow
Like many other people,we still harbor is that Carter has an understanding of our

some high hope$for political solutions and feelings-about environmental problems -
we ask for the best from our represen~· . and that is·to his credit.
tives. And as a newspaper, we ~till feel we After providing you with some facts
should enter into the foray whenever we about one aspect of the two men's records,
feel we can offer information or ~pecial in· we are leav-ing _the toughest part of the
sight. After all, even pragmatic JX>liticans decisionup to you. We have no inside scoop
will shift a little to meet the id~isIt1 of onthe'ircharacters, leadership abilities, or
their constituency. So.wecontinue to work administrative talents. We'veall seen the
at making thegt meet our expectations. sameTVbroadcasts, read the same articles
A.numbe.r of people have ask~ us how innational magazines and newspapers. It's

HeN stands on the presidential campaign. a pe~80naldecisien. It's up to you..
We have included in this iss~e an article - -the editors

I

Idaho's Hawaii Two Forks , Water woes

II rid desert rivers. 1 Miter feeds growth ' " boomtaWn-growth pains. 6 ,'5

Congress adjourns Ford v. Carter Zwinger drawings
we won a few. 1 unte1evise<!-debate 6 a taste of the tundra. S

:)

IDAHO'S·TOMORROW
Off the job, Lechefskyis relaxed and soc·

•


