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The Teton Dam tragedy is now history.
Some of the dead are not yet found. Sorrow
lingers, the mop up goes on, and a final
assessmen t of damages still contin ue~.
When the final chapter in this man-made
catastrophe is someday written, it will he a
damning indictment of some men's arrog-
ance and othermen's error,
But it is more than that. Teton Dam

- should stand as a monument to the demise
ofa time-worn, outmoded philosophy. That
philosophy is one of dam n-the-

, environment, prcgress-at-any-price. Such
a philosophy rode rough-shod over every
opposition to the Teton Dam project. I ~ re-
jected rational, reasonableargumentofthe
longtenn worth of such a project in com-
parison to natural values that were there
at no cost to society. And finally it rejected

- sound scientific evidence that the site was
no place to put such a dam. Itwaswrong c-,

and all who backed it were told so.
The project had its basiS in selfish in-

terest. It is the old familiar storycfpromot-
ers out for personal gain in alliance with
unscrupulous politicians. A relatively few
landowners would get taxpayer subsid ized
water for their lands. The Chambers of
Commerce would get millions of -dotlars
spent in their area. (The total cost of the
project: $55 mill ion l.The politicianswould
get all the political mileage of "porkbar-
rei I" spent in their state and their district.
And finally the Bureau of Reclamation
would get a new lease on life with a new
.proiect on which to spend money'

The "fron tier ethic" was in Iu II force from
the very inception of the Teton Dam pro-
.ject. That eth ic holds that there will always
be new frontiers to conquer and subdue.
The trouble is that consequences are never
adequately assessed in relation to all the
so-called benefits. And ~ project such as
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Teton Dam is seldom ifever viewed within
the context of a region or a state. It isjust
normally assumed that what is good for a
handful of farmers in eastern Idaho is
going to benefit everyone in the Colu~bia
River Basin. That is no longer necessarily
so, and it should be recognized.
. The effectsof the damages inflicted by
Teton Dam go far beyond that small area.
Once in place, the benefits of supplemental
irrigation to a few people in an areaofshort
growing seasons (100 days). would, never
even have paid the cost of construction of
the dam. Now, the economic costs alone (of
the break) are at least 20 times the cost of
the dam. Thera can be no adequate assess-
ment of social and environmental coots.
The Teton Dam catastrophe should once

again call into question the integrity of the
Bureau- of Reclamation. Even without the
warning from geologists of the U.S.Geolog-
ical Survey, the competence of engineers
within the bureau is brought into doubt.
But it is the supreme arrogance of this
politically powerful government bureau
that isalmostbeyond belief. It is typical of
the Bureau to tell the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey that it was "being paid to map geology
and not to meddle in the construction of
darns;"

It can only be hoped that Gov. Jimmy
Carter will become president, and' that he
will reorttanize.the-Bureau of Reclamation '
out. of existence.
In the meantime, the tragedy of Teton

Dam should be a warning in other areas of
serious question. The Bureau of Reclama-
tion could most assuredly have found en-
giI1L'(m.:;who would categorically state that
the chances of Teton Darn breaking would
be one in so many mill ion odds.
And the Bureau could-point to a perfect

rL'Com of no serious dam breaks in years of
dam building. Just so. there are nuclear
engineers who point to the perfect record of
no serious accidents in nuclear plants.
With Teton Darn. we have been
forewarned. . ~

Impress Dad this Father's Day and in-
troduce him to the

Red Desert
By giving Dad a subscription. to High
Country News you can inlroduce hil)l
tomanyolherlhlngs. too. Likeenergy
news; solar power, Wildlife. water
rights, and coal gasification to.nalll!'
but a few. .

IWllntto impress my Dad. Send him
IICN.
Enclosed is $10 for a one year sub-
scription ..
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WYOMINGREP I'ESEItT PLAN

River is not seeking new customers. For a
shoff period of time we will have surplus
electric energy to dispose of, until we "grow
into" our new power facilities, but this sur-
plus will be absorbed by existing utiJ:ities
until our own municipal customer •. it,
No member of-our board or man nt
has suggested that any new cities be added
to our 'service responsibilities. ~
I hope that the issue of ','surplus sales"

will be understood for what it is - merely a
necessary step to keep down the net costs to
our cities and their, retail-customers,

~)ILetters 1

ENTHUSIASM LAGGING

High Country News:
I am one of the organizers of the

Kaiparowits Awareness Grou phere in Salt
Lake. Our group has greatly fluctuated in
size ranging fromjust a few of'us to about a
few hundred at. the "death"(?) of
Kaiparowits-and now back toa few ofus.
I don't think Utah is altogether unique in
the problem of making People aware and
GE!!ING PEOPLE TO MOVE! But the Dear HeN,
political (and religious I suppose) ~rtuation. It is somewhat of an anomaly to. see one-
in this state is very backward, ignorant sel'f bi~sted in the very paper he 'has
and close-minded. 'worked hard to save (see HCN editorial,
Well, since the. announcement .of the 4-23-76).' .

power ccmpemes'i withdrawel from the Encl~ed. is a copy of the 16 point resume
Kaiparowits project .and the ge.ner~l feel- we (Idaho Consumer Affairs) made of our

- ,ing.in Salt Lak~'ls that everythmg IS rosy, testimony and exhibits. You will note that
ib IS. MOST difficult regeneratmg en· 'the buildjng of an additional thermal. unit
thus18sm:, ., at Rock Springs was only one of several
.Our prImary concern now IS With the aiternatives.Inadditiontobetterairqual-

clean air act amendments":"" and Mo~' ef~ ity laws, the savings in oil and the mor~ 1

forts to. weaken them. We ha~e peb~lons.· feasible disposal of the bo1:tQmash in the
state·wlde as well as out-of-st:a:te.. already excavated. mined-out area, basi-

- cally is what was in mind. '

Albert J. Hamilton
General Manager
Platte River Power Authority

POSITION CLARIFICATION

Barbara Ilgren
446 S. 12th E.
Salt-Lake City, Utah 84102

-Harold C. Milea
Nampa, Idaho

NO NEW CUsrOMERS We're sorry we singled out o.e
small part of your testimony. Y . e
many constructive suggestions, but
remain opposed to the idea of siting powe,
plants for Idaho inWyoming. Similarly,we
wouldn't expect Idaho to house Wyoming's_
poliution problems.

Dear HCN.
-I would like to call your attention to the

news item· in the May 21 issue of High
Country News (p. ii,.Column 2, "Power
on the Loose")',
Contrar:v .to the' report in HeN, Pl8.tte -the editors
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TetonDorm a .sorry lesson
It'sacrimeth3tittookadisastertomak; Idaho Environmental Council, and Trout-

thecountr)'ryalizethefolly in constructing Unlimited; - had hoped to appeal the.case
Te_.- am in eastern.Idaho. I . to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1973, but

seven people dead and over $500 they ran out of-money.
mi.l bui"n damage from the ruptured darn, Conserv~titlllists also argued'~thal
U.S,. Bureau ofReclamation engineers are Bukec's economic analysts'of thl~dam was
converging on the site to determine how full of holes. They held that tfie' costs of the
the failure occurred and if the structure proj§.ct exceeded the expected b..$n~fits.
can be rebuilt. Idaho officials say they will Even-the U.S. Army Crops of Engineers"
seriously question any proposal to rebuild whichalso-builds dams, held that BuRec's
the dam at~the-same site. Three years ago, estimates or-flood control' benefits were
Idaho officials had nothing hut words of overstated. Ironically, flood control be-
praise for the 4arn ... ~ . . -
President Ge.rald R. Ford was told that nefits were transformed. this spring into

devastating flood costs.,the builders took extra precautions in seal-
ing the dam's foundation and that th~ col. But this is not a tim"eto say, "wetold you
lapse :'couldn't happen, but i-t did." so.v'This is a timefor grief'L-und reflection
From its inception, envir onmental ists _~.on where we went wrong. How can similar,

fought:Teton Dam. In a court suit against disasters be prevented in the. future?
the darn, a former Bureau of Reclamation Already BuRec hatput up its defenses x-
'geologist, Shirley Pytlak, testified for cori-: proclaiming that 'I'eson Dam is the first;
servationists that the dam wouldn't hold earthen dam to fail since the agency
water, In 1973 Pytlak told the court that .started building them in 1902, _ k -

test drilling at the dam site revealed "a lot" ' A:nd already people .are worried about - TETON DAM under construction on the Teton River in eastern Idaho.
of seepage in the area, -One test hole the stability of new proposed dams, Tyler When the dam beoke.rthere were mlllions of dollar.-';f damage and seven
draineC1:water at a rate of 300 gallons per Dodge, the chairman of the Laramie River human lives were lost. Photo by David SUD!ner.
minute. \!Itju~t soaked it-up," she said, "If Co~rvationCouncilmwheatland, Wyo., ...-
this much water can be absorbed by drill says the proposed Grayrocks Rese~j)ir on - ,.. " - - . .
h I " the Laramie River, may.not hold since it' Only 9h~ 'tJ "- ·d I· .o es, how mucHwould 'leak from a whole -' OS Y -gUI e Ines rem'a',nreservoir?" ·she asked.' - would be sited on sand and gravel dewsits.', - " '. .
BURec nevev ,gave her, an answer. The Laney Hick~, }'wrthern'~lains Regional ' "

answer was provided on Jun,e 5 when RepresentatIve for the Slerr~.--club, sa~ -~ It wasn't the future of Wyoming ~at -.by the corTtrnissi~n are almost e.ntirely
130000 acre-feet of water roared down the ,the propos~d ,Savery-Pothook Reservoir sifemed to be at _s~~e wh~n the Wyommg permissive. And permissive guidelines will

, th C 1 d'W . l' . . ,.."Land U#ie CommisSion met in CaSper;:9n- not work.
Teton Riverdemolish,ing whole cities in its near e.. 0 ora 0- yomlOg me, is m a-June 5. What seemed "00 be at staKe for a . '-
path: ,'- geologically,unstableluea, ' - Why,do,guidelines.haverohemandatory /

d mau'orityof,commission members was-the b f' ' ?' ~
The study of the dam by BuRec can be. Existing ams are also a cause for c~n- '- to e elective.

described as cUrsory at nest. BuRec filed a' cern. Wyomingites remember ;hen ROn;-> perpetuation of the laJil:d use commission 1) To give the land use c_~qlmission itself:'it.§el( . ' -
17-page environmental impact statement tenene Reser.vo.--irin,-southwestern Wyom- " ..... . ..>a"meansof-fairly evahiatingj.-local plan.~
on the $100 millio-aproject.' rn the stat~- ingwasdtaip.ea wh!le the clam waspa'tched ,/ The argument was-pver using'a perl1li~---'" As it is, theco.~mission has handed itselfa

.. me~t there was no mention of.leakage an~ to preventfailur-=-:-In 1972€ongress passed siv,e or a ma!1datory framework:- for local r_~bber.--yards~lck..How do YO~ measure
seepage from t)i~ ,reservoir - a ·..point the Da~ Safety Act after two !fjsastrous . land use pMns. Th~ majority of the com- WIth' a yardstick that s~etches:., _ ._
brought out by conservationists fn their dam flfilures. However, in the·four -xears missi,oners -.fear-ed that if they made ,I't 'it' 2) To, ba,ck up responslble,local, offiCials.
co.

" it, sinceits'passa-ge,l'lotoneofthethousands - C b litmandatory, the next legislature_would re- . ommlSSlon mem ers areII.g III ~ssum-
plaintiffs - the Sierra ;Club, the of darns that. Congress thought would be taliate by disnanding the commission. 'mg th~t many local governments Will take

checked by- the, Corps of Engineers has been ~ - ""- .~'. _ planning seriously." .
in_spected, according to Ben FrankTin ortne Is ~heLand Use~Planmng A~t,gomg to I. -. B.u.t lOcal pfficialssometimes.nee<fa little
New _York Times, Lack of funds is the- wo!k,' , backing (o~ doing'the right thing, They're
official reasQn for this'negligence. -The an~werto.that.js, "Sure:':'. as)ongas. elected; larld use commissioners are -not.

The d~ath and destruction left in the af- ev:erytown: citY.and county government ill' And thereason!hei:~mmissionersaren't is -
termath Or ~ da~mfailure point to"an over- Wyoming is serio_us abJjut lanQ:~~plan~ so·.they-can exercise sOmepositive leader- .
looked truth"":" engineers, even BuR'ec en- nr~g."~pu ....ntil.their"lasttwo meetings, the ship. Not sC!th~y·san indul.ge in worrying
gineers, can -b~wrong. Where we've oeen gUidelmes looke<:Igqod. They offered local ..abourthe commission's fubue.
content to rely·on experts and their tech- governm~ntsa v~luablecllecklistoffa~tors - -31Mo..<;;tjmportantl-y,to tell citizens what
nology, wemust be'morevigilayt_and-skep- to consider in"the.~omp1ex business of land to expect .from_the planning process,._
tical. Independent analyses by imRartial ~sep'la:nihg. The checkl~stJ~sJil~ there.~. jf.th~ commissjon Harrd'eclitself a robber
third patties are n-eeded to counter the But Ie a local government Ylishes to ~yardstlck, ..,jell get what it deser:ves: the
b~osterism hi self-perpetuatinl.{ agencies. I t th -II ' ~ I' frust.ration and possible ~nvolvement inN d .. l' -... 'mere y crea eel U$lOn m comp lanee,. --
o -!1~11SIn:~_hble, ~oa~1n_?yIS~nfalhbl~J, they c~ri.probably get it done some Sunday -lltigat~<m sure to comewith evaluating di-

and .all mi,fJuf proJects... <Leselve' close afte noon at the kitchen .table.. and still verse local planning.products In aD essen~-
scrutmy - hefore they liurst, _0'H r, 'd" ~ , ,. .y, '"'Ineet~ut:gUl.elmes-a81.beynowstalld,'Ihe tiallyarbitr.aryeonrext.

r;======::;:==:;:;:=======:::==========;;::==="";="";~ goals: p:>! ides, and gu.idelirres as adQpted But the dtizens didn,;'isk (~r voluntary_
guigelines. The WYominf;LFarm BUreau,
the Wyoming Outdoor (Jouncil, the Assoc;)-'
ation ofeounty Cormnissloners;-and most
im~rtGl}ltly. the c,ominission's own 'advis~
orY/troup asked for mandatory guidelines, '. ' . .,.
Commission ine.mher Hank Phibbs of

Jackson repeat-edly triea to make the
commission aware of its leadership Tole.
Pt-ijbbs,-.a!ong IYith NclIie-POWI'D'!mKenco
mere!' and Doug Bryan t of Wheatland, de-
serve ~ reid v,ote of thanks. for. sticking·.
staunchly Dehina ~h" mandatory-lan-
guage:
L;md use pl8Jjlling is one_way Wyom4tg ,

citizens'nave to protect the lifestyle-they
love during the rapid changes of the next ,

- few~ars. ~"-.~. I

Howe~er, wheu tor,Wlird-looking -poopfe
9f Wyoming reach out esgerly for this new
planning toOl, their hand,rm;ay-c'!'fie. back
empty, 'For the permissive guidelines are
only a ghost or-the good...lUidy (raniework
they could' have been, - - •

HCN.AD CAMPAlGN' .
REACHES TWO STATES

In the May 7; 1976, issue of'HeN we
printeq,some ads and asked our read-
'ers to p-Iace one of them in their local
papers. So far, ,we've had ad-sprfnted,iQ "
the'Ravalli RepUblic, Hamilton, Mont., '
sponsered by E, and F, PeircQ (they>
suggested the idea) and lVIinnesota
Daily, Minneapolis, Minn., sponsored_
by D, W Fuller. Thank you,We've got
only 48, more sta-tes,to go!

, ,- ~
"2,!!lished biw~'C\I:yat 110 N,&vcnlh~l. '~nder,

Wyo~Jl:!52(). Tl'lephollc ~1()7-:1;-I2-1k77_ Second cl:iss
PlISt;if.'" IIil.ld at u:tlldl"l'. _ , I ~
Puhl,sher & ThoO'~1"A. Bell'
MaIlar.ing"'~ditJlr • ,_ 7'"" .I"'HI Ni~

\~ New$ l'Idltttr, t BrLJ(>.'M'lmiII.Qn !ffii.~
i~}-"s;;oc;..~ E111wI' ,Madane Alr,hlt'l ~

Qfl'ice !>ianager I Mary Milrgaret DavIs. i':-
A:dv!:rtl~ingMflMg~r -- A;ugt:!ll.!)ailel. I

~ Circufation Manager' 'Gcorgiu N'll'.,;l;;

... EdiV;~ial ASBi~lant Sarah 0011
.(Je!iigllt:un!i'1114'lIl. ~ "J Jeffn;y Clack

•

If yO,ulike our style, maybe, you would like to
-work with US.'f ',' ::- C ' '

~igh Country News 'need$, go~d writers anc/ photograpHers, We
.ave lots,to do here and maoy_good news stories that sometimes
gobythe w:ayslde sigtpiy because.we can't cover t\Jem, We need ,-

~.,ai:tlsts a~d Illustrators, too, Ifyou would like to'Work with us, write'-
"to-High CO\l,ntryNews, Box K~-tan1!ler, WY 82520., Sendalon!l-
samples of your wor~, We'l.! respond with information abbutpay

".s9a1es and story'ideas: - .., Ii
,. ,~>; :

SubScription ra~ -$10.00
.. - Single COP)' rate 35t

. Mal~rial published.in nigh Country NeWll ma....
be reprInted" without permission unle&!' it is
i:~yrighted, Proper I;rW1t..should bergiven to HIgb
CounlryNews. Con ~ibution& (man uscri~. photos.
artworkl will be welcomed with toe understanding
that theeditors'l;annot be held responsible£or IhoISor
damage. Articles and letters will be R!lblillhed and·
edited at [he discretion of the a1joors. Tosend a sam·
pIe c~y 00a: friend. sendl'Ua ltis or. ner aadresa-

• Box Kr Lander, Wyoming 82520 'If

•
,

\
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Red .Desert. -.

\

100buried in hotsand is only a small part
~, of the miracles-cootsined in Wyoming's

Great Divide Basin. Wede eert rals know itI • ~
simply as the Red Dese rt, An eroded,
, empty land; sand blasted by the winds and
dyed led from the decoinpOsition of'tertiary
sediments, it is ruled with grotesque
geologic atructures. Thousands of acres of
greasewood-studded lake beds brim wit!,
watel' in spring and dry to great expanses
of red crust in the fall.

) .On the Red Desert you need only a touch
/Of the romanticist to retreat through the
years and see ghostly buffalo grazing and
listen to -the' mournful song of their con-
'stant companions, the wolves. The little'
camps 'of the Utes and Shoshones are easy
.to spot: White smoke drifts up, from their
teepees. It's not really long ago. When you
roll, out your sleeping bag on the desert
floor and watch the shadows spread until
the dobie hills are only dim shapes, yOu
realize the Indians and the buffalo were

. only yesterday and the 'desert has bee;'
there forever. The Red Dese;,t is indescrib-
able, a unique treasure. _
I Water, flows here only during the sp'ring
_snow-melt or after a rare rainstorm; then it
rushes d,!wn the gullies, out onto the flats,

" al)d goes nowhere. Itreaches neither ocean
because the Continental Divide splits near
a place called Pacific Springs on the
Lander-Farson highway anlJ.-comes to- .
gether again near Bridger Pass, south of
Rawlins, 'bdunding the de ... rt on all' sides.
- Tourists ru-shing through southern .-
Wyoming Iletween Rawlins and Rock
Springs glimpse.the de...rt from Inte):state-
86. They refer to the ares as "that God. '
forsaken place" a~ hurry on 'Jwan! 'fel- I

lowstone or the Black Hills. I
I \W)uld like you to see the Red Desert,

this summer. I wantyouto-feel Whatl feel,
s... the things I have seen, unroll your
sleeping, bag IUIddrift into sleep listening,
to the wild !"'OIl of the coyotes. But the ~
delMlrt is fragi Ie. When broken by a tire
track or. broised--by too many campers, 'it
takes'a long time to heal. Right now the
Red Desert -needs you badly, but please
treat it gendy. •

F.AK FROM EMPTY

,-

Une Rer.retlce Tervet I

•
The ,fiDegrains record the Wingtips of an owl that

brushed the sand as it pounced, the touch of a kan-
garoorat's tail, even the tiny footpri,nts of the dune
beetles. - "

management prqIosais for tII'is' erea and
- mske writteo eominents. In February, we
can sttend three public nieeting~ in south~
ern Wyoming whereBLM will explain its

(cmtiIlued from ~_ 1) . objectives, answer questions, and record
......- , our Comments. Since -the Red Desertis a

when 1run horse s, Is a very sl1"angeplace, most inhospitable place in the winter, that
DDT' leaves 0'!!Y this summer for you to become
That'Wall 25 yesrssgo, and I have been in well enough aCqu8inted with it to speak up, Far from being empty, th"desert maybe

love with that ''verY strange place- ever for this pai-t of our h'lritage." too rich for its own good. It holds vast coal
since .• , ~ BIM is charged with-manirging the sur- reserves, hundreds of square miles of-deep

face, or habitat, of much of our national trona beds, some two billion tons ofleucite
resource' lands, supposedly under a (rich-in potash),oil and gas. Even the dunes
multiple-use concept. Throughout the are rich in silica. '
study, B~ range managers willview the Spokesmen forlivestock and mineral in-

,Red Desert through eyes that would take terests are many, vocal, and politically
pleasure in seeing hundreds of miles of -powerful. The. voices speaking for WIldlife
fente, rest-rotation plans to provide pr,i- and beauty ~ often drowned by the din
vate pastures for livestock operators, and and lost in the smoke screen thrown up by
sagebmsh destroyed to give ground to the peoplewhosc faith is in development at

t .' .

tagged other herds on-the move. ,
Last September, I spent a pleasant day

on thll desert with the nine-men8"a-
tional Wild Horse and Burro ~ry
Board, ELM sponsored the tour to acquaint
board members with horse management
problems, I was heartened by the dedica-
tion r.md expertise, shown by this board,
They.jand the land managers, have some
thorny problems to grapple with: How
many free-roaming horses and burros are '-
enough? What acceptable methods can be
'used to capture 'horses and cull the herds?
How many units of public land forage'
should be set aside for these animal's?

BLAC,K-FOOTED FEaRET

Kangaroo rat tracks.



I
bUdget directol"/<.allowopniy !,-pi~ce for
wildlife studies. ' ,
Dr. Tim W. Clarll... who is conduCting a

marten study near Jac1<son"'Hole,is proba- "
-bly the.most knowledgeable person on the, 1'he night people of the dunes' include I

status of the black-foo ted ferret in Wyom,. grasshopper mice, voles, shrews, wood rats,
ing. Defenders of Wildlife helped-fued Dr. and the "lore common deer mice and
tlark's 1973-75 ferret research in Wyom- white-footed mice, Daytime inhabitants
ing, If arrangements can be made 19.quar- 'include ground squirrels,.chipm\lnks, cot-
ter Dr, Clark and one or .two graduate stu- ton tail andjackrabbits, prairie dOgs, bad-
dents on the Red Desert this summer, and gers, and if you watchclosely, -an occa-
theyprovetheexistence of one of these rare sion8I weasel. -
little mammals, 1;I1efuture of at least part ,The dunes area isblessed with a high
of the desert will be secure, water table that creates ponds ~inged with

salt-graSil'and ollier vegetation. These lit-
tle oases draw .thirsty'wildlife from 'miles
away. The sand acts as, a bulletin board

'From a distanee the dimes of the Red that reads: two coyotes came here to drink;
Desert resemble white topping streaked . a fox made a dash for a kangaroo rat, but
across a drsh of strawberry ice cream. The _missed; a bobcat stood here for sometime,

- 55 miles of dunes are Perhaps the longest watching and listening, Same of the larger,

·~.copntu News-ii
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NIGHT PEOPLE OF,1'HE DUNES

In the fall of 1969; Imad~.the~ostex;citing wild:
life discovery pf my lifetime. / .

Bobcat.

. contieuouastretchot'movmg sand dunes in spring-fed ponds provide nesting habitat,
N0I1h America. The main dune belt begins' for-waterfowl,
a few miles east ofEden, Wyoming, cresses When the springrunofffills the potholes ,.
tile Continental Divide through a gap anddrylakeswithsnowwater,hund'redsnf
So]!th ofSteamboat Mountafu and sprawls waterfowl flock 1<1' the Idesert to set up,
into the Red Desert. When the wind rushes houseklleping, MOBtponds that are lange
across the desert, the dunes move, flow, enough to insUr:ea water supply until fan
ripple, gven whisper and hum, ' will have a-few teal or gadwalls nesting
The masses of buried ice are a re,siiIt of nearby. Pintailsand mallardsofkn nest in

winter winds that cornice the snow atop the sage 'brosh, miles from water. Last
~he huge dunes. During-the spring. thaw, summer I watched a hen, mallard lead
massive chunks of crusted snow slide down seven little 'ducklings, toy-train fashiop,
the lee side of the dunes and are covered ,through the sagebrush, around the.eactus,
and insulated by wind-blown sand, across gullies, aiming toward a pot-hole
At first glance, the dunes appear to be about tWomileBaway. I am sure they made

sterile, devoid of life. Just the opposite is it. -
- true, The dunes provlde a home for rodent
populations that stagger the Imagination, REINTRODUCED ELK
, These, in fum, attract predatorymammals
- artd birds. In the early morning, before the . Twenty years before~I had seen a larger
wind rises to shift th'e sand, tracks and "train" moving across the des'ert. Jerry
t9'ils left by the nocturnal rodents lace the . Simmons and I set upa weekend camp near
:dunes, The fine grains record the-wingtips .the dunes in a clearing surrounded by
of an owl'that brushed the sand as it aight-foot high big sage, Several rimes we
pounosd, tile touch "f a kangaroo rat's tail, 'had startl~ mule. deer from their beds in

- Photo by Dick Randiill. even the tiny. foo~ints of t!) edune beetles. (em tinued on Page 6)

transferred to Oregon before. he could
spend aoy time in the ar~a
Three months after my ferret s)ghting I

~eceived a letter and a map from the Forest
Service in Utah. In part, it, read "Jim
Brannan has indicatedan area near his-old
family homestead where his father shot a
ferret in 1946. Ferrets were often observed -
in this area as well as aIiother near
Aluminum-Reservoir." The c;oss-hatChes
on th~map coveredthe area whe're my fer-
ret lived, ..,
Ihave been back several times, but never.

with enough spare days to sit and ~it out
~ a fer.ret. Several times, in various_areas of
the desert, I have seen fetret"sign: the dis-
tincfive trench m~dewhen th; ferret backs'
out nf a .prairie dog hole, pulling dirt bet-
ween hisfrontiegs; "(easel-like tracks that'
are too large for a weasel, and weasehlike
drq>pings. I am absolutely convinced we '
havea small populationnfhlack-footed fer-
rets living on the Red Desert,

Ifwe can prove that ferrets.stil.1liveon
the desert, the E];3 will have to include
protectio!, for these endangered mammals,
'Mineral. development!Uld livestock use
that might endilnger them would be cur'
tailed or. halted, The Endangered Species
A~; r'i973)s explicit," . .
.-~.'!wildlife biologists Jim Dunder ~rid
L .--"Souy, who are putting together -the
wildlife pert of the EIS, are 'llware. of my "
ferret sighting, Both of -these dedicated
men have spent a few hours-looking for
ferrets, but they are swamPed wil;1\paper
work andhamstrulll by lack offurids. BIM

\
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the alt- I knowofa peregrine eyrie (nest) countrywhereypucan-sitinoneplacepear
.near the desert, but this bird took.his teal something that resembles the Sahara De-

in a different direction. There must be an sert, watch antelope mingling wrth free-
eyrie I don't know about. Maybe several. roaming horses, listen to a coyote, admire
'!'he peregrine ts on the-endange,red list an -eagle, hope for a ferret, laugh at the
with the black-footed ferret. Ifan eyrie can antics of the prairie dogs... .Ican't make
.helocated on the desert, the EIS will-have the sentence long enough to smiteh the
to be.adjusted accordingly. I surface of what you might see. .
• _The Red Desert EIS will not be complete All of the Red Desert will not be included .r
without an accurate census 'of wildlife- in the EIS to- be written by the Rock
species that HLM must consider in it, Springs BLM District. _Agreat part of the
habitat proposab.So BLM biologist, are desert lies in the Rawlins distriAPd it
faced with the impossible task of trying to wit! be several years before th~'IS is
determine wildlife species and numbers on completed. A long fence line divides the
thetwomillion.acresofpublic land this EiS two districts. However.you cannot.success-
will cover. Further, a valid EIS cannot Be fully manage wildlife one way on' one side
written until it is known what wild:'species of a fence, and another way 0l'\ the other,
f~estockgrazing may impact; whetherfal- Therefore, the EIS proposals, submitted by
cons, ferrets, or spotted bats: the Rock Springs District win certainly af- .

Private contractors fundeo by BLM will feet the Rawlins EIS. Your comments" now
conduct a prairie dog and raptor survey' could have a far. reaching effect, .:

....this-spring. However, the limited time av- In this, our bicentennial year, I can think
.ailable almost guarantees that the studies -of no greater giftwe can give our children,
will be superficial. There will no~.betime to, and their children, than asmall piece of
search for threatened or-endangered wtld-: their ow~ land, preserved undamaged., .
life. The BLM proposals for wildlife habitat

;;;,j management are still very much in the
.... Photo b"y Dick Randall. "formative stage. However, from.what I can

~ ,:"", ~ __ L_-------_':""'_' gather;' unless political pressures from

Ridht now would_be a goo.d?time for ORV6i-- livestock interests gut this EIS, multiple
~ r use and especially wildlife :tIS!! ~il receive

ganizaijon,!i to push hard. for Ieglslation that equB.iconsiderationwithli;estockgrazing.-c
. would curb abuses and stilfpermit responsible A great variety'ofrapto,s sutnmercandoften winter, jm the-desert. The' golden' -
userS to enjoy·their·pastime, ~. ,- eagle is common and cin be seen the year

around. The eagles and the wind are in-~_
.: - ~- separable. Wmds-thatmakeus;h"iverena.' ,

(cootinued"from p~5) - Dave Lockman, a biologistwifh the Wyom' ' ble the-eagle to zoom from.sageb;"'sh l«vel
the sageb~sh, arid'once a great buck with ..--ingG~me and Fish, watch~d t~(}.tr-ail?ik- tq-a thousand fe~t in the-air in one gre~t
gleaming antlershad stood on thecrestofa ers chase.. If! elk through the'sand!3' Since swoop, and, with wings at half-cock, dive
'dune, watching us.' Dave's vehicle was, not _equipped-with the back to the desert floor. Wind' seems to
-On Sunday, we were. trudgin-g through wide tires needed to keep a vehicle afloat medn playtime for the eagles. With binocu·

the sand on our Wflyback to camp for lunch OJ)th~and, he waS unable to apprehend lar~ you ;nay watch these ~magnificent
. and a siesta Y:rhenw~were privileged to these kooks. - ',-'1- -birds pursue and capture prey.
watch a beautiful a·nd_unusu~rsight. On a Thedesert has an average rainfall ofless Prairie falcons, while Iisted as a ..rare

than eightinchesa,n,d' a.n ~ve.rage tempera- species, are corirm"rnron the desert. Red-
huge' dune, only a short <listance ahead, a
cow elk appeared. We froze. Thecow began lure of about 37 degrees. _Winter seng,s the tailed hawks, ferruginous hawks,

.,.-< a walkir-g, slidfni, de~entofthe qune and mercury plunging to more .than 20 below, • .swainson,'s hawks, rough·legged hawks,
behindhercameanothercow, and anotherl and-summ~r tem:per.-:rtures.ateoften.;above and the;-tiny span-ow hawks are only some-

_ Twenty-live beautiful wapiti siDgle-filed 100 deh.,..e•. In drought years the dunes 'Of the deserfs 'birds of prey. -
through the sand;justas the lead cow dis- J{fOW and spread. IJuring rare years when Can you think of any oth;r place in our
appeared intot~e'sagebrush, the ivory ties t~e rains come, vegetation llelps to
of a huge bull came rising over the dun~. ~tabilize the shifting soods and even re·

_Eleven bulls with. antlers ranging fr~m rluce the~size of the dunes ..At l'east, that is·
spikes to royatscame trailing past; !3bclose' the way natUre had arranged thing. before --G, 0" ·'Ro,.mp·to·'n .W' O'1ts resourc',es
we 'could smel~them. the dune-bu~gy crowd arrived. Now, the _ y....

Wereturnect to~ampandlaytheretalk- churning tir~sand· &creaming engines +

. ing abouttheelk,The Wyoming Game and harass-hikers, crush rodentburrows,-tear·' ' ed on Uto-'h" n' O' t p' '0' rted
Fish.Departmenthadreintroduoodelkinto up ;'h.U~ittle1{reenery there is, and in· US ., , . ,.~"." ~x '
the Sliiids area in 1946,-and in the 19608, timidate all wildlife. '
ha\fsupplemented them with elk from Yd. Last fall, on a Sunday, my son and I fol-'
lowstone Park. BeCore the settlers ahd lowed'roads that parallel the length of the
fencesdrove them to the liigh country,'elk- dunefie'lds. We stopped pe~h~ps20timesto
were a plains animal, 'and the sands elk take pictures. watch raptors hunting, chat-
herd was traveling trQjls their ancestors Ler..atthe prairie'{logs, and watdt the an-
had known long ago. f,elope. At every stop we heard dune b\lg·

Suddenly, our re\!~ie was interrupted '~ies and trail bikes roaring through_the
by a loud snort! A cow elk had poke<! ber .<and. ' .
head dirough the Ijlg sage and was clearly BLM h.8 set aside several thousand'
distu.!Ped by oU{presence. Sodn, tjwo more acres on lhe west end of the dunes for sand
cows became spec!ators, and before long, rallies and dune,buggy use. If.the drivers

_ seven elk had ringeciour clearing, snorting WOll id resuict their destructjve play to th is
and stamping theirfee~. We were camped area, I doubt there would lie many com-
on their bedding ground. We'broke camp 'Plaints: BuHney don't. - " .
and went back totowa'a little wiser in the - Now, Ilulhons of people are aboutfed up
ways of wildlife ~ ~ -. .. with those off-r~d~,:,ehicle-drivers who

Throogh the ~ears th.,!'sands elk berd show complete..disregard for the ;ih>htsof
grew and prospered. People traveled hun- ol!l~rpeopie and of.WIldhfe. If th,s pubh~
dredsofmilestowatchthese great animals forces actIOn, ItwllI.penallze the respon~l-

...wJtose~ so,outofplacein tlie sand and ~I~o~yown~rs~as wel,l as th~ des~roy~r5..
sagebrush. ' . R.ghtnow-would_ be a good tlllle lOr OR)'

All this has now c~ged. The el~,don't DrgamzatJon, to push ~a.,l for legIslatIOn
enlveinthedunesanymore:Rarelydoth.ey- that w~.uld curn abu~s ana .~.till~r..m}t

\ ev-errenter the area. Mule-deer Setdorn bed, responslple users to e!lJo:v thelr pastime,
d<m(!, by the little' ponds. Many, animals Tliis is another of the problems the EIS
ha¥e left the dimes-and those that remam will have to address.
ar'-apprehensive, they keep looking over ~
~ir-shouldersfor roaring mon;swrs:.dlfne - NO GR~ER GIFT • ";',
buggies and trail bikes have 8escended on . "
the,<\Uj1lllI-iik!.a ~~ ~ - , .' ,Last 8'\l)lmer on.-th~ desert neaf a p!ace

'l'lHlwhoWaJ:l!Ifl1:""'bec9n\eB'playground- ealliid .Bastard B,u~, 1watch~ a:JIer,eg,
for tpCS!'.. Jllec\lanical.dj~s~rs. L."st<rall~, cinefalc9n pick,a gre~n-winge<lJ~~1 outof

I

The Boar's Tusk and ORV tracks.

--

Reprinted fro;n the April 1976
Defenders, the magazine of Defenders or'
.Wildlife, Copyright 1976, Defenders of
Wildlife, 1244 Nineteenth Street, N.W"
Washington, D.C. 20036.'
. For more informatio'n on the Red Desert
and the Sandy d-razing 'EnVironmental
Impact Statement contact.the Bureau of
Land Management, Rock Spring~ District
Office, Bfrx 1869, Rock Springs, Wyo.
82901.

Utah Gov.-Calvin Rampton told Wyom· 'lic. Following the seminars, the ,resultant
ing Democrats .--recently that Great policy will be put before the next legisla-
Britain's colonies on'ly gained ,their inde- '"tu~,Ramptop- said.
pendencewhen tlleyb'egan using their own, Asked to explain the rationale for his
natural reoources instead of shipping them policy, RaJJlpton said that' under Utah~s
out. Rampton usecL.tlw analogy to illus- present form Qf taxation, the tax base fr-om
trate his e,nergy polity in Utah, implying a mine would not begin to meet the needs of,
that Wyoming should adgpt it, too, ~ the miner,S, ~or example. Only wh_en a

Rampton told reporters af't:.eJr.th~speech. sme,Jter or a power plant is, built does' the
that the policy he advocates is the converse, tax base expand enough to meet the Q.eeds,
of an exPort policy. "{don't favor extraction -he said. r, -( ,,-+ '.

for s9ipmef!t and processing else,where. 'I-The policy is working well for Utah, he
favorusingthe resources locally.," h,esaid. said. "Until two years ago, Utah's unemp-

- _'. ' _ .;.l loyment rate was higher than the natioii.~s
The "W:Y.omingDemocratic convention asa wnole': Now th~nation's'is 1.3% higher

participants, to whom Rampton wasspeak· than Utah's," he said. He said that this·is
ing, had passed a we~k ex-port policyresol- because the state has brought in industr~es
ution. It Baid, "We support- the Rolic),'of - industries which he considers·ttcleah in-
exportation ofo~r..stat~·s cfal and fissioJ:1a-. dustries."" I~'

Ie fu~Ls, out If envlXonmentally sound SomeoftheotherWesternstatesarenow
conversion plants are demanded, w.esup- in the. process of forming energy policies"
port policies and legislation wnich will re- iRampten was asked whether he thought it
quire, the tax.;;ition of hlinerals to pay the ---likely that "th~eWestern'G;ove.rnoys Reg-'
fun c«;tsofthe'ldgitional community.ser' ion.1 Energy Policy Oft1,~ .lWGREPQ)
viCes required b·y-that,gItowth,"·' could form a regional energy"policy. He
, RatnptDn explained 1:ha,t'his reverse ex+ said. that it would, never be &ny~J:jut a
port pOlicyis his own eo:ergy 'poHcy ana has ~'ve:y. general energy poliSY·" ~~)~tl~a.'~
never b~n. adopted. by the legi~ature nor ~hat t;he );:alue gftheorganization'l~that.it
put ~efore the public.The state is now in provides- ('a goo~ place fo meet apd ~alk.'"
the process of for.m.ingan -energy policy by Rampton is considered the.mostolitspoken
working~ith state !'fvaq\1ateschools \'ihich ,,'grQ,Wth "advocate i.n the organization;
will organize semlnars to ~nv.Qlv~th~ub- whiCh inc\udes:lO Westerragovernors.'

, _r .., '.' '.~ >.~

"



Americo (somehow) produced Wilderne_ss Act
.Anachronism for growth-worshiping nation

for preservation and protection in their
natural condition," this government shall
legislate protection for "wilderness areas"
and their "wilder-ness character."
The history of the U.s. has been one of

constan t battle against wilderness, the
dense, tangled forests and arid deserts of
the North Americari continent. But the
first explorers and settlers brought with
them an already fully developed concept of
wilderness which waspsycbolcgical aswell
as physical.
Wilderness was where the children of Is-

rael wandered and wailed for 40 years until
they were allowed into the Promised Land.
Before that, existed the wilderness of
"thorns and thistles into which were cast
the fallen Adam and Eve. For medieval
Europe, wilderness lay beyond the narrow
confines of the cities and manors and. was
the abode of devils and wild beasts. W il-
derne~ was a hostile and cursed land as
well as unknown and bewildering - cer-
tainly no place for man.
The first settlers of New England, there-

"fore, easily recognized the harsh coasts and
Historically speaking, the Wilderness dark woods of North America asa "howling

Act marks a sharp change in the develop- wilderness." And they never emerged from .
ment of American society. 'It seems anac- -it into a Promised Land. They bewailed the
hronistic for the government of a country h~~,ships .of their "wilderne~ ~Fdition"
whose way of life is based on technological which separated them from civilized men
advancementtodeclare: "In order to assure and God. The frontier became the slowly
fhat an increasing population, accom- advancing 'line ofcivilization which pushed
panied by expanding settlement and grow- back and destroyed the natural savagery of
ing mechanizatjon, dOes not occupy and the land and its barbaric inhabitants.
, modify ali areas within the U,S.and its More directly, wilderness was an obsta:
possessions, leaving no lands designated cle to travel, human society, and the culti-

by Jennifer Lee

The Wilderness Act of 1964 is one of the
most significant and one of the" strangest
pieces of legislation passed by the Ll.S.
~Less in the 20th century. Significant
b~SSe it marks a definite stage in our
country's development. .Strange because,
for a legal document, it speaks in almost
romantic terms of mythic qualities: wil-
derness and civilization.
The conh-oversies over wilderness clas-

sification provoked by the act are highly
emotional. This is due in large part to the
dual role wildernesshas played in our his-
tory and tradition. Discussions ofthe "val-
ues" of wilderness lands are freighted with'
strongly held but ill-defined feelings and
beliefs rooted in the long history of wilder- .
ness versus civilization. A look at this his-
tory reveals the conflicting complex of
meanings embodied in the term "wilder-
ness" which we must-deal with today,

CHANGE IN SOCIETY
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vation of necessary food. It was useless, what remnants of modified savagery re-
undeveloped land, and in the Judeo- main?
Christiao tradition, immoral waste. Parallel to and·underlying the fear and
The frontier marched westward to the hatred riwilderness was man's awareness

Pacific annihilating savagery and the al- of wilderness as a source of food, energy,
ready faded dream of a Promised Land. In and raw materials- all necessary for his
the last years of the 19th century, America survival, He had to go ito the wilderness
proudly greeted the official closing of the even though he might die there. Wilder-
frontier, "the meet.ing point between ness also provided for man spiritually. AI-
savagery and civilization," as the end of though the Israelites suffered in the Sinai
"the first period of American history." wilderness, it was there that God spoke to
Europeans had become Americans in the them and prepared them for entry into the
crucible of the frontier, in the battle bet- land of milk and honey. With hard work
ween wild and tame, With the disappear- and piety, savage lands could be made into
ance of the frontier and wilderness, the "God's garden." Work and suffering in the
Americanization process was completed, wilderness could lead to a better land.
and the country was ready to develop its. Most importantly, perhaps, for the U.s,
own life. - were the dreams of wealth, new begin-,

nings, and spiritual 'rebirth which- the
early explorers aod Settlers brought with
them to the New World. Vest, unknown .
wilderness wasfrightening and dangerous,
but unexplored laods might contain the

SPIRITUAL WILDERNESS

"How, then. did we arrive at the Wilder-
ness Act?Why, less than 75 years after the
closing of the frontier and the official end of
wilderness, are we attempting to preserve " (continued on pall!' 14)

Wyoming land use debate:

What'should the state d'emandfrom counties?
thought. He added that every poll he had
seen had indicated the people of the state
want land use planning. ..

,.l~ulation over the mood of Wyoming
Q,a1ators dominated' the final two meet-
ings of the state land use commission be-
lore it adopted final goals, policies, 'and
guidelines.
Commission Chairman Howard T. Car-

roll said that if the guidelines were too
stringent, the tenuous majority of legis- Phibhs made a lengthy plea for the man-

datory language, calling on the eommis-
Iators favoring land use planning would be
upset. This would kill land use planning in sioners to be leaders rather than walking
the state, he and four other members ofthe away from their responsibility because
commission said. "If we kill it now, it.will they thought it might be politically un-
be dead for 20years,"hesaid:. He thinks the popular, He explained how their responsi-
legislature might do away with the act. bility for planning is related, as he sees it,
Three other commissioners disagreed. to the economic system of this country.

"The threat of political suicide is a fan- "This' country has been run histot:"ically
tasy;' Hank Phibbs said. on the notion that the marketplace is a
The controversy w~s caused by the ques- deity -.: that whatever the marketplace in-

tion of whether or riot mandatory language flicts upon us must be accepted .... Our job
should be used in the guidelines telling the . is to make the people realize ~hey have a
counties what criteria to consider when right to say what future they want and to
preparing their plans. Carroll said, "We've set limits. That's not tamnering with free
. got to let people become used to it ffladua11y enterprise. That's recognizing_free enter-
rather than .forcing it down their throats prise as an economic system that operates
all at once." He expects the counties to fol. within the legitimate political choice of the
, low the guidelines without making them people," he said.
mandatOry. Phibbs, Bryant, and Nellie Powers voted
Gov. Ed Her~hler has been saying since for the mandato,y language. Comrnission-

the act was passed that it was intended to ers voting against it were Carroll, Al
protect Wyoming but not to dictate to local Lauber, Ray Saunders, Elaine Barton, and
governments what they would do. After the _James' Willox. Commissioner William D.
public hearings on the proposed guidelines, Bagley was not present.
he asked that the maodatory language be As passed, mandatory language remains
taken out. . only-in the guidelinesthatsaythecO\.~nties

·mustprepare plans for all land including
'the public lands; identify agricultural and
rural lands; include public 'participation;
consider effects on air, water, and land
quality; and analyze the condition of the
area's economy to identify·what land and
f.acilities are necessary for "desired
economic development. It

RIGHT TO SET LI.MITS

~bbs and cOJ11.missioilerDouglas K.
~;t said they think the people of the
state are ready for land use planning,
Bryant said. that in his talks with :county
planners, they had indicated the.maodat-
ory guidelines would .not be as much of a
..problem f~r .tbe counties as he had first

Most of the other guidelines, from which gest minlmizing public costs when iden-
the msndatory language was removed, call , tifying the potential sites. They also sug-
for inventories of existing resources; for· gest choosing sites that could be converted
"consideration" of the effects of certain to other beneficial uses' when the need for
land ..use changes. for identification of temporary housing diminishes.
known hazards and resources, a~d for
coordinationwith other governmental and The guidelines alec recommend that
public entities. local governments establish a growth pol- .
Because ofthe general language in these icy.

guidelines, Phibbs questions how th-eyare The guidelines suggest that local' gov-
pushing anything down the throats of local ernments encourage development of public

transportation. The local governments are
I?eople, as Carroll charges. urged to consider conservation of energy -

and to encourage the use of renewable
sources of energy.
Preservation of agricultural land is en-

couraged. Local governments are asked to
consider the social, economic. and/ en ..
vironmental effects of changing from ag-
ricultural to non-agricultural uS,es.

The state goals, Policies, and guidelines'
will be in effect June 30, and local govern-
mem.ts will have a year 1:.9 submit their pre ..

. Maoy of the guidelines reflect the con- liminary land use plans. One of the com-
cern with boom growth that inspired the missioners, apparently surprised by the
1975 legislature to pass the land use plan- number of people attending the last meet-
ning act.' . ing of the commission, said he hoped these
One guideline suggests that local gov- people would also carry their interest

ernments anticipating or experiencing through to the county level.
rapid or large scale development and _ The guidelines were the culmination of
growth should Prepare and maintain plaos several months of public meetings around
to accommodate such development with the state where locaI people were encour-
least harmful impacts on loc,al Citizens, It aged to discuss what they wanted to s"'; in
asks th...t the local government «..sider Wyoming's future, Membersofan advisory
--alternativecouraes of action available to it. committee composed of-representatives

from every county thm drew up the prop-
osed guidelines, At that time, the
guidelines included the mandatory lan-
guage,
The state land uoe cunmiPRon now "will

he pri)lBring a ._ land uoe plan and in·
·venlDrying critical areas in the state. -

Phibbs said that if there is no mandatory
language, the state should make an effort
to inform the counties' that they would be
liable to legal ~ction if they did not comply
with the "natural hazards" IDJideline. He
said that case history in California indi-
cates that a government could be sued ifit
did not-inform building permit applicants
that there was a natural hazard, such as
the possibility of mudslides or flooding.

,

,

LOOK AT HOUSING

The guidelines recommend that local
govermnents in areas wh_ mpid Or tem-
porary gr.owth is antil:ipetecLshould idea·
,tify sites fer temporary hoUsing. They wg-
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Idoho photographer catches
-fle~ images of th·e Old West I

"

Idaho photographer Barbara B. Brown sent film - thus getting a positive "negative." In
High Country News these photos w.itli the some cases second, th ird, and fourth generation
apology: "I wish' I was a poetfess): I'd write, negatives were .made. Usually by the second
something togo with them," But we feel some- generat inn contact negative, the resulting
times. excellent photos have their OW-R poetry ", print was pure black and_white with no inter-
and words are superfluous. '.- mediate "greys (for example see "Mica Mine
These photos are all manipulated images of Bunkhouse Detail"). .

old buildings in the West. To achieve the un-
usual effects, Brown contact printed th-e origi-
nal faJrly high contrast negatives onto litho.

positive and negative litho film copies slightly
off register and exposing a third generation
contact negative. The 'positive or negative ef-
fect of the print depends on the relative density
of the positive and negative-in the sandwich. If
the effect isn't-as desired, a fou~th gene/ation
, negative 1Smade.

which also involves positive and negative
copies are sandwiched in registerand placed in
a contact printing frame. Then thewhole.rig is
placed on a turntable and spun' while being
exposed to a light source at an angleof 45 de-
-grees. Thus the edges of the areas ofdifferent
density' are exposed. The effect is somewhat
aimilartc the solarization process,
All of the original negatives weretaken on

Panatomic-X'film.
The bas-relief-effect of "Atlanta House." and

"Elba Store" was achieved by sandwiching the
"Uranium Country" and "Hovenweep Cas-

tle" are examples of the "spin-out" technique.
~.-

"

"Atlanta House" by B. B. Brown. Photo taken in the
. old silver mining town of Atlanta, Idaho,

"

MElba Sto~'by B. B. Browti. Photo taken in the Mormon pioneer
_ the,RaftBiver.

i
ra..ming regfon.of south,cenlrid Idaho,
, - ,- I. .

"Mica MineBu~khouse.Detai1" byB.B;Brpwn.Photo.~kJ
Rocks..Idahe,
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"Uranium Country" by B'.B.Brown. Photo taken in San Rafael Swell,

"U:ovenweepoCastle" by B.~. Bi'Qwn. i>JlO!o tlIken in Hovenweep National Monument inUtah.

• . '?OF
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Inferior proud of leasing procedures
Know a spot with rich federal coal de-

posits that shouldn't be leased for mining?
Through precise steps just outlined by

the Interior Departmen t, your voice can be
heard along with the voices of industry as
the Interior Department resumes leasing
of federal coal. While no one is sure how
importaot public input will he, Interior
Department officials say that the system
favors public interests more than past ~
methods did.
"It's totally open," Asst. Secretary of In-

terior Jack O. Horton proudly told the na-
tional Bureau of Land ManagementlBLM)
advisory board in' Casper, Wyo., last
month. "It involves the identification of re-
sources across the land. And it involves the
public and the'Western governors."
The adoption of new leasing pr-ocedures

marks the lifting of a moratorium on fed-
eral coal leasing which has been in effect
since 1971. The new procedures are called
EMARS, Energy Mineral Activity Re-
commendation System. They will he ad-
ministered by BLM.
Horton said that although BLM iK cal-

ling for lease nominations now, it will be
mid·1977 before the secretary ul' Interior
will make any final decisions, Northwest
Colorado and the Eastern Powder River
'Basin in Wyoming are expected to he
among the first areas with, enough ,lata
collected to be ready for sales.

ment over previous leasing procedures, he
believes.
"At least environmental groups have

been given the opportunity to give us what
information they dohave. That-hasn't been
true before," Edwards said.
Horton told Wyoming environmental

leaders that they would have access to'
BLM's analysis of impacts of the leases
prior to the final opportunity for public re-
commendations: "One of the bloodiest bat-
tles" within the Interior Department was
over letting the public see what areas were
nominated and revealing the BLM
analysis, Horton' sa id..
Here's how Interior says EMARS is sup-

Posed to work: . . .
1. JUNE I.JULY~I: NOMINATIONS

OF COAL TRACTS AND AREAS OF .
PUBLIC CONCERN. The BLMis asking
industry, state governments, and the pub-.
lie to point out what federally owned coal
should or shouldn't be leased for mining.
The agency will consider lands under-

lain by federal coal where the surface is'
privately owned. Itwill not consider coal
underf ying national wildlife refuges, na-
tional parks, wilderness areas, and primi-
tive ureas-e-or other parcels offederaJ land
already withdrawn from mining. It will
not consider lands where a coal lease, per-
m it, ur preference right lease application is
now held.'
(~iti7.enRshould rank their areas of con-

ccrn hy degree of environmental hazard or
impact, Interior officials say.
As an aid to research, BLM's Manage-

ment Framework Plans that have been
completed will be available for inspection

at BLM offices. The plans provide informa-
tion about coal and other resources on pub-
lic lands.
2. AUG. 1-31: BLM MAKES MAPS. At

the close of the 60-day nomination period,
BLM will spend about 90 days preparing
maps, of the nominated areas. The maps
will be furnished to state agencies and will
be available for public review at BLM of-
flees.

3. SEPT. I-?: BLM ANALYSIS OF
NOMINATIONS. BLM will examine
nominations in light of other resource in-
formation, including socio-economic data,
identified through the BLM planning pro-
cess. States, other federal agencies, and in-
dividuals may be contacted toprovideaddi-
tional information.

JACK HORTON, assistant Interior -
secretary, is proud of the new leasing
.recommendation system which he says
"ends one of the most disgraceful eras
we've ever had in the hiStory of this
country." -4. PUBLIC MEETINGS AND PUB·

LIC ANALYSIS. At meetings the public
will be asked to consider and comment on
the leasing nominations in light of all re-
sources in the area. .
o. TRACTS SELECTED BY BLM.

After public meetings, BLM in conjunction
with the U.S. Geological Survey and "after
consultation with appropriate state- offi-
dais" will propose certain tracts for leas-'
ing.
6. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STATEMENTS, PUBLIC HEARINGS.
Several proposed tracts will be considered
in each of 10 regional impact statements.
The statements will cover not only leasing,
but related activities, such as mierIng
plans, rights-of-ways, etc. After the draft
statement is published, public .hearings
will be held. The Interior Department will

use information presented at thehearings
to complete final environmental impact
statements,
7. FINAL PUBLIC RECOMMENDA·

TIONS. For a period of 3 0 days after publi-
cation of the final environmental impact
statement, the Interior Department will
recelve further recommendations on the
proposed lease sales.
, 8. SECRETARY'S DECISION. Thedi-
rector of BLM will recommend specific
lease sales to the Interior secretary. Then
the secretary will decide whethehhe sales
should be held.
Although the steps listed above may not

occur in order, all of them must be com-
.pleted before leasing can occur, according
to the new rules.

DISGRACEFUL t;UA
Speaking of previous national coal leas-

ing policies, Horton told II group of en-
vironmentalists in Wyoming that it had
been "one of the most disg-raceful eras
we've ever had in the history (If thi~ coun-
try."
BLM's assistant director for minerul s

management, Frank Edwards, told HeN
that he knows that en.vironmental ,.,I'fOUPS

will complain that they don't have the time
or money to match the input thut industry
will have in the EMARS. process.
Nevertheless, EMARS is a greilt improve-

Public asks, 'Who needs EMARS?'
Carolyn Johnson, head of the Col-

uracil) Open Space Council's mining
workshop, says she is "intensely dis-
satisfied" with the Interior
Department's new system of federal
coal leasing. Environmental leaders
in other parts ofthc'.region are expres-.
sing similar complaint ....
"The burden or proof is on the public.

Inl.(')·ior isn'j, doing its job," Johnson
told UCNt'Tlwy are sitting in a chair ,.
saying, 'Tell U~ all about it and we'll
mnke a decision.' ,.
'Many ol" the prublcms lic in the
Bureau of Land Management's Man-
agl'mentFramework Plannfng (MFP)
pl'tlces..~.Johnson believes. The MFP
prucess, which plays a central role in
thl' leasing program, is "an absurdity
as far as public involvement goes,"
John~ll1 says, While the public may
Cmllllll'llt on the recommendations
mad«.· by BLM on an MFP. often only
011«.' l'tlpyof t.I1l'document il:'available
fol' inspl,ct-ion at. a local BU\!I office.
This. limit.s. public input iIJ t.he
dl'(.'i8io'1·-ll1a~in~stages to'a few local
people with spare time during ,busi-
ness hours, Johnson savs. .
"The MFP process .h·ould be scrap-

perl or subsumtially.c:hanged:· John-
son BUYS.

QUESTION oF' NEED
JohnllOllhas even more basic objec·

tions to tht' Ilf/wl~a8inA'program. She
believes that no ~nort' public landl:'l
should be lea""" unle .... the InlRrior
Department Can prove l:l~ch leasing il:'l
needed. Currently 16 billion tons of
feders! coel are unde.r lease, 10 b,iIlion

tons are under preference right lease
applications .. and 3 billion tons are
under prospecting permits, "Interior
has never addressed the need ques-
tion," Johnson contends,
Fran k Edwards, the Bureau of Land

Management's (BlM's) assistant di-
rector for minerals management c

guesses that about six billion out of
the 16 I;>illiontons under federal lease
will never be mined, for environmen-
tal and economic reasons, He admits,
however, that no one really know.s ex-
actly how much coal could be produced
out of the lands already lea""". And he
says it is not practical for the depart-
ment to try to find out.
Private industry is the most effi-

cientjudge of the economic feasibility
of mining the federal reserves, he
says. Edwards thinks that the
department's new "diligent develop-
ment" re,quirements wiU keep future
lea sees from tying up' federal lands
unproductively. '
-Despite her misgivings about fed-
eral leasing, Johnson says that the
l11i~tng workshop is researching coal
leasing in Colorado and ~iIlpropablY
make recommendations to BLM.
Other groups have begun similar

research efforts.
"We ·feel there has to be a coordi-

nated ,strategy w'orked out for agricul~
- tuml groups, environmentalists., and
other citizens concerned about North-
ern-Plains coal," says Pat Sweeney of
.Northern ~Plains Resource, Council in
Billings.

Sweeney charges that th~ Interior

I Department has not been straightfor·
ward in its public-relations campaign
promoting the new leasing program.
"The Interior Department has been

attempting to convince the public they
are being responsible, while they have
quietly worked to th_wart efforts, to
pass strong strip mining legislation in
Congress," he told HCN.
Sweeney says Interior has. "ducked

the critical issues in the West,"

Nader calls
for ombudsmen
A proposal backed by Ralph Nadel" to ",'t

up state consumer advocacy organizatiOllK
to oversee utilities is gaining- 1Il011ll'I1Wm.
Ten state legislatures. acrM...;the country
:ue considering legislation to set up H-l'si-
dential Utility Consumer Action Groll(.k'.
-according to The Elements. .
Nader's plan cal Is for setting up a prt'fei:-;-

sional statTto representcoftsumers in tele-
phone, electric, and gas rate proceedings
and to engage in utility reform. The stafr-
would be funded by a check«f system on
utility bills. Each utility company would
include with each monthly bill a check-off
card on which consumers would indicate
whether or not they wanted to contribute to
support the advocacy group. Those wishing
to contribute would add their contribution
to their monthly utility payment. The
utilities would collect tlie contributions
and forward them to the consumer _action
group.
A board of directors elected by the con-

tributors would run the consumer group.
The staff would include lawyers, accoun-
tants, economists, engineers, organizers,
and writers.
For more information on Residential

Utility Consumer Al'tion Groups and-a
sample II madel legiSaUan write Martin
Rece1, ·P.O. BOx 19312, W.,Ilington, D.C.
20036.

AT WORK

Anumber of environmental and ag·
ricultural groups. around the region
. have told HCN that they intend to
participate in Interior's Energy Min·
. erals Activity Recomm~ndation Sys·
tem (EMARSl by doing research and
making recommendations. Among
them are: Colorado Open Space
Council's Mining Workshop at 2239
East Colfax Ave" Denver, Colo.
80206; Northern Plains Resource
Council at 437 ·Stapleton Building,
Billings, Mont. 59101; PQwder River
Basin Resource Council at 150 W.
Brundag~ St., Sheridan, Wyo.: and
Wyoming Outdoor Council, Box 1184,
Cheyenne, Wyo. 82QOL

Assista&ltSecretary of Interior Jack
O. Horton told a gJ:oup of Wyoming
environmental l~aders thathe expects
_several environmental groups' to re-
commend that none of the coal in the
West be leased. However, he indicated
that he didn't think this would be the
best way for them to use th~new pro-
cess to their advan tage.

"
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COMMIJ'TEE STUDIES IDAHO KICKING AND QROANING. WIlllethe
VOTE. Nowthat the hal-lots.are allin, an federal-strip mining bill Ianguishes in the
advisory committee in Ada County, Idaho, _House, COl!1Wellk reports that some bac-"
is. trying to figure. out how the county • kers of the hill have devised a new scheme
should respond. Voters, in the county said -to ge!; it to the floor. They are discussing
they didn't want the Pioneer coal-fired _ hitching the·strip<biJI.to the also-stymied'
'power plant built, and 700/0 said theywant coal slurry b'il! (H.R. 1863), which would
the county, to "do everything it can to en- grant eminent domain to slurry pipelines.
_courage the public to conserve energy." _ "Some slJ.Y.that's lrke hitching a dying
County officials say tlhey're not sure the horse- to a donkey," Coal Week- reports,
voters were asking-for .reguletipns and con- "There may-bea lot-of kicking andgroan-
trols_orjust v:olimtaryconservation. Asked ing, but would there be any forward mo-
how they would bewill-ing to.save energy, . tion?" !o'

28.4% said they favored installing solar or .NO P.OWER PLANTS ALLOWED, Meanwhile, three federal agencies are
other -supplementary heating or cooling- The Platte River Po~erAutlhorityislooklng for a ~ite betWeen the W-Y.:om. working"to comeupwith a method to assess
systems, 27.7%said reinS'ulatingoradding 'ing border and the Denver metropolitan area to buDd a 290 megawatt . UJ,e impact of strip mine regulation. A
atorm windows, 16.8%said d.riving the car. coal-fired power plant. The plant would use 2,000 to 3,OQOacre feet of water hastily-drafted Administration assess-
less- often, 7,5% sind recycling garbage, from the Windy Gap project. The site selection is limited by "severe en·' ment was used to justify the presidential
5.5%_said they weren't willing to use less ~vironmentalc(tJistrafnjs" in the FortCoUinstoLongmont'corridort8ccord.'. veto of federal stripmine legislation in the
energy, and 6.6% said they didn't know._ ing to the manager of the power authority. Its location could also b~-re.c - past. -Workingon the new study are the
ARIZONA LOOKS AT NUCLEAR. stricted by the proposed amendm'lmtto the CleBn Air AcCthat would elas- Environmental Protection Agency, the
Some 56,000 signatures are needed by the sfty Rocky Mountain National Park as a CIallS I air quality "area, thus' Federal Energy Adm.!.nistratiojl, and tlhe

.,.;-~~ndof June to get a Arizona Nuclear preve~ting signific,Jnt deterioration of the air there. 'I'herefeee, remote - Bur¥U of Mines. EPA is reportedly S~

Safeguards Act on the ballot in that state areas of Weld County will be emphasizedin'fhe 8!"'I'ch for a site. The Platte - picious of the Administration's earlier re-
.fo( this fall. The-measure wouldrequire Btver Power Authority is a cooper.ativeorganized 'by se¥eral'towns on-the ,search.' I

state review aud.,certification of safety and Front Range. Photo of Rocky MoontainNatiOiiaI P;'rk conrresyofNational- AD BAN. Utility adverlising is..restricted
Park Service. . - ~-waste control systems for nuclear power 1- by regulatory commissions in at least 17

stations and full compensation for dam-. - I ' 4.--' . states. SOme states have bans on any

:;:~::oIVi1jg the plan ts or their support No fi0n's. rue kar ':)Q/iev -fo,rJning 7"'-::;'::~~:~:~i:=d~:;:~I::~':;
KANE'COUNTY WON'T GIVE UP.. . _ ~ ;f"" 7. arefinancedbythestockholde""inste;d4

... ~ ~ the, rate-payers. For a free ·StatU8 report on
Although the Kaiparowits power plant is Important deciSions about the nation's safety issues d\le to the ~mm.itment-ofre-

tJ d de" I K . this trend write Public"IiUormation, Edi-
apparen y ea lor now,a proMpant ane nuclear power P-Qlicyhave been made in Sources.involved. ~--~ ,
County group hasn't giVen up its efforts to recent weeKS,Among them: -NRC RULED WASTE WATCHER. son Electric IlI.!titute, ~Park Ave., N.U.,
improve the economy 'If-the county. The The S;'preme Court 1'\lledJune 1 that 0I1ly N.Y. 10016,
·group, ALIVE (American League_1m. -INITIATIVE FAILS, BILLS PASS: 'the N-uclear"Regulatory Commission, and" CARPOOl; LANES. {.os ArigeIes tf~
teres~ in Vital Energy), is interested in California votersrejectedbya2-1 margin a not also the Environmental Pr~tection- portat'ion officials have set aside special

.
G. : ~ever$ilcoalmines a'nd in maintaining the .proposition that~wou)d haV'e,prohibited Agency, is ill charge of monitoring~aste freeway lanes and freeway entrance ram~c: local timber industry. Tourism helps Kane, construction of new nuclear' plants in'the discharges from nuclear powe~plants. The for-vehicles with more than three passen-

County during the summer. But ALIVE state and curtailed existing plants unless NR~exclusive juriadiction oversuch gersto encourage-carpooling. The Fec.leral
organizer Rose Wilcox says, "When Oc- stringen t safety rule t ( HeN materials had'been challenged by the Col- Energy Administration says the number of
tober roU. around, the un~mployment of- . 6-4-76, p. 11) Short~yw~~o::eth:~une 8 .o....do Public In"\.ere§.!--Re~earchGroup _bus ri!lers and.'1:arpoo.ls iIll-mediately
fice is the busiest spot in town. We're get· v te CaiID . Go 'J" B . d (COPIRG).The group had argued-iliat the jUlllped by 50% foU-owing the action.
, ting tired of that." , 0., orrua v. eI!~Y..rown .sIgne a ed _. ." nulder package ofnuclear regulatIOns pas. Feral Water Po1-Iution Control Act had-uN on-carp601erswere not amueed by traf-
WYOMING SUES KLEJ?PE. Thestateof'~sed by the legislature. Three existingnuc- created a'comprehen~ive system adminis- fie backups on other lanes," ry!ports FEA:
Wyoming has med suit in federal district, lear plants and foul-plants under constJ:U~- tered by. EPA and state governments to
c~urt to challenge the constItutIOnality of tion in the state are-exempt from 'the legis. regulaie' all water pollution. The NRC, ·S.ORDID INDUSTRIAL DECEP.;'"
Interior Department-coal mining regula- lation. formerly. a part of· the,Atomic Energy TI9N.'TheDeseretNews, which tends to
tions thatallow the federcal goverp!Uent to The new law gives the legislature the Commission,' is symp8thetic to. industry, enc~rage energy development in its own
override state laws-in some cases. Wyo_mMpower to stop. const{uction of nuclear COPIRG charges. ' state of Utah, has can-eel for a COltgreS-

_ ing Gov.Ed Herschler' said h-ethought the plants if it decides by a majority vote that -ENRICHMENT INDUSTRY siopal poohe of the faulty welds in the
. new. strip mining regulatiohs wer.ebetter fuel reeYclitIgartd"waste storage methods PROMOTED. Bills have been introduoed Alaskan.pipeHne: The faulty welds were

than the first draft. H~wever,_he said h~ are unsafe". -(q'he UJlSuccessflil init.iative--, in Congress which would tr~sfe~,:,r.anium revealed in a Wall Street Journ8.t mport
·thinks theM!"eral Leasmg Actofl920and 'would have turned the legislatu:re's reo ennchm.ent technology to pnvate mdustry "? an audit by Afyeska, the c.onsortium II
, the U.S. 80nstiltition give states jurisdic- sponsil)ility around. U.rnessthey voted by a with government lo,,!, guarantees,lf up to oil companies building tJhe-pipeline. The .
· tion, according to an Associated PEess re- two-tlhirds margin that \luclear, plants $8 billi()u.The hill .. S.'2035 andHK8401, Des'll"'t N~ says~"No~~.I_t6.an a
port. The ne,wregulatIOns say the federal .were safe; newlPlantswo.uldautomatically .have been c,~Ie<!"~ boondoggleoCthe fIrst . swu:t congress~onal.mvestJg~tIOn c~ aeal·
government s regulatIOns could supercede be stoppecLand existing ones phased out.) magmtude, Qy FnendSllfthe Earth staffer Willi.thiS sordId example of IOdustrial de·
the state regulations i~it isin'the "overrid- The new law would aJ60 require.<fistudy .Jeffrey' Kn.ight .. "This bil! places·in- the ceptJ?'.'.JUldintrigue .... To teUlpo.~n
mg national mteres~., A~Istant Intenor of the feasibility-of building reactors un- handsofpnv~atelTIdustrytlremeanstoen- repaIrlll~.:..tius 8~od.d!workmansh~p l~ to
Secret:ary Jack Hort~n said these .words dergroui'!~ and possiblymake it a requireM rich urani~m ~ bomb quality ..D~~i~ the run therlSkof-pOlsolllngthousandsofacres
were mserted ,t~ satl.sfy the l.awye~~?ut mentofnew construction ifitprovecltObea assQrancesw~llch ~ve been gJ.ve~,wefeeL--of t.un~a and upsettingrnatural bal~
that he couldn t lmagme rntenor utilIzmg useful safeguard.' unea.sy with the-transfer of this 'qttal tech- whIch have been evolved over centuries.'
the phrase unless ikwere World War III. . The law is said to be the toughest in the noiogy to the private sphere, .especially ,The faulty welds were being covered ujfby
Other states have indicated an intel'est in ~nation. - since the main project-contemplated under falsified X-rays. -
joining the suit ~ this bill·will be E\O%-forejgn-fm!'Jlced." CONSERVATION TAX BREAK Th
N.D. E"'COU'RAGING -URANIU" ':"'PLUTONIUlYI BANNED. A-US -BANNED TO THE<BOONIES? A . . . . . .', e

" lVI C fA al'~' Y k h uled'" I··t·~ f ..' h fil-' . Senate Ejnance.Conumtte" has voted to
~EARCH. North Dakota State Geologist DUFt0 ppe S In -l'.ew or as r c~ 1_lOu.o CItizens g't:OllPS as 1 eu a get1='- allow nomeoWii~rs to dedttcl, up to $225
E. A: Noble says 'information being pub. that whil~' the country is still cons.idering g.0I!l asking the government to_~~ any from th~ir:>federallaxes':J"_ ~jey insii1~te
I· hedb' th Stat G I 'alS thesafetyprobr;,msinvolvedintheuseof nuclear power deveIqpmentwIthm 40 til' 'L~ Th ... -'._~ f taIS Y e e eo OglC urvey may 1 t' 'f I f '1' 'I f . ., TL- .. C > err HODtes, e prov16lQn.. r=_ 0 a x-
help prospectot§ find U'raniHm and says p_u aDIUm as a ue. or nuc ear power Q1~eso ~3Jor ~!tles: _lJ ..t<petltlOn.~uggt:sts re,,;sion ,MilL -w~nild-al1oW:.:·credit up' to
with price"risin~l'r?m $8 to $~Oa pound; plaT,lts, th~ hij{hly toxic subs!i?-nceshould that the plants shoula not be_built where $"1,000for instal1ationof "i -ergy-saviDg
there's bound to he more'interest. The sur- nC·t e ~.sedh'Td,heNte,udcltearlIRe:Uh'latorY

f
theIre.ar.!'4mOore.thlean:oopeTh°l'JepetT-square heat pump, and up to $2/yj. for geother- ..

vey "hopesto encQurage prospectors to iook ommtSSlon a wan, - o,a 9W Le use 0 'Jll e l~ a -ml raulUS. ,e petl 10~was mal or solar home heat~.; .eq..uipment.-
for uranium in: the streambeds '~nd the plutonium temporarirJ. wIllIg i~eon.siders SUbml~t~ to the Nucl:ar, R~g.utatory SiiIiilar tax bi'e~-wouh.V (; allowed for
prehismric beaches and sandbars under permanent use. But the court ruled in favor GQ1~mI,sslOn.rhe commISSions c~rre.nt, businesses. Energy COD$C:I'V" 110n tn in~
many paits of western North Dakota,"ac- of reveral envit,onmenlalgroups a~d thE:. policy IS to allow pI-ant constrliC"tJon1l:I centiveJegislatiQJi IIllS ah'e,,", pasSed-the -
cording ~. a.n~~dated ~ress re\:)t1rt. stat~ of New YorKj saying that interim use ar:easwith a population densityunder·500 H "- ' . "

could effectiv~jYforeclosecoh,s.iderati~nbf persons per square mile. _ou;,se.-~__ "", ,,,,:~-



? New killer fences discovered

fences ccndevostote \deer i

12-1f"1llbCountry News "- June 18, 1976

Wherever civilized society has Spread,
with its orderly -ideas of property ~nd
boundary, so has fencing. While good
fences may make good neighbors, they can .
-devastate wildlife if improperly designed.

Many cases of such devastation' have
been·doo.mented. One particularly grue-
some incident was brought to light this

- spring by Lonnie Johnson of the Utah
Humane Society and Dick Randall of De-
fenders ofWildlife, along with s newsbearn

, from KUTV, Salt Lake City. The area was

Springs, Wyo" district the agency recom-
mended constructing 700 miles of new

"Orrour public lands 1 believe the ques- fences to Institute rest rotation grazing on
tion should not be what kind of fences, but the Red Desert. The fencing plan ~C\sop-
rather, why any fences at all?" says Ran- posed by local stockmen, wildlifeconserva-
dal1. . tion organizations, the WYoming Game -
Accord tng, to Randall, an average of 247.. and Fish Department, and all other citi.zen~ )

miles of new fencing-is built on Wyoming's 'groups which spoke at the hearing. -
public'lands each year. He question's the Rancher Leonard Hay said at the hear-
just{fication of this on "multiple-use" ing that he objected to the fencing because'
lands, which, once fenced, are good only for of its effect both on wildlife l11Idon his
livest.o~k. Cattl~ 'a_ndsheep growers d~. ranch. He described h,is operation, which (

, mand fences as a replacement for 'cowboys uses both public land and-his own private
ll!Jd sheepherders, and the BLM says they land: "No one knows that is our land be-
are necesSary for. "rest-rotation" grazing causeth'e game uses it, the wild liorses use
systems. Under rest rotation the ope\t it, everyone uses it. And we're damn glad to
range is fenced into pastures and the stock, let them use i_t,"he said. However, he said-
are moved from pasture to pasture to avoid \ th~ -fences would prevent ~ildlife fr?m
overgrazing in onr area. , bemg able to get she~ter durmg Wy.ommg
At a recent BLM meeting in the Rock winters.

\ '.' ..

- '-
28 mule deer so far, according to Randall. barrier to them, and any fence with a
However, since the fence is on predomin- barbed Wire on the bottom can be destruc-
antly private land, negotiations to get it tive.
modified are at a standstill. The Wyoming The impact of fences on antelope was
Game and Ftsh Department says the fence most graphically'illustrated in the winter
should be 38 inches high. But the land- of 1971,1972 in WyominlL During severe
owner, J. R. Broadbent, wants a minimum blizzards one fence line in the Chain Lakes
ora 44 inch fence since he is afraid his stock / cOllntry'on the Red Desert killed'. over- 60%
.would get onto the highway' otherwise and of the an telope in the area - about 3,000
.he would be .liable.' " animals, ~ I-

B~oadbent's fence is too high for many The 1975-BIM fence standards require
-deer to jymp - 48 t? 52 inches - and in· new fences on public lands in key antelope

, - areas to have a top wire no higher tharr38
inches and a 10 inch crawl space under-
neath. Woven wire fence bottoms are pro-
hibited in an telope areas and a barbless
bottom wire is required.

Modification of existing' problem fences
is slow. "Last year 150 miles of public land
fencingjn southern Wyoming was mod-
ified to meet the new requirements," says
Randall. "Mostly due to' a shortage of '
funds, and incentive, ] expect it will be
many years before all BLMfences will con-

, form to present specifications." .
Woody says that if it's a BLM fence the

agency can go "out and modify it without
any problems. However, if it~sa dual own-
-ership fence ~ one where 'the BLM sup-
plied the materials and the rancher sup- .

. plied the labor - mcdiflcat.icnjnay be
more d ifficu 1t.
Making new fences meet thestandajds is

no problem, saYJ3Woody. "Ifwe're going to
invest in a new feneewe might aewell do it
righ t," he says. ,'.

WHY BUll..I? THEM?

TIlE FENCE was too high to jump and the spaCe under~th was too small '
to crawl through, 'the SHare below the bottom strand is four to six inches. -.
The fence was construcied by J.R. 6roadbent on public, state, and private
land in-Wyomi..g and does not'meet specifications designed to'protect·
..;iTdllfe, which he origioaDy agreed to meet, Photo by Dick Rl"'dall.

in Mrtilweatern Colorado, about 25_miles
northeast of the Dinosaur- National
Monument on public land administered by
the Bureau of Land Management. 'The
fence was top'pod with two strands of
barbed wire, 45 to !!l inches i'llheight. The
inveErt;igators counted the remains 01 91
mwedeer still entangled in only two mile"
of the·rooce, and reported that coyotes had'
dragged away fI\8JlY more carcasses., ' ,

Randal) remarked, "During my lifetime
I have seen a lot of deer and antelope
caught in fences, but never have I seen
anything that could compare with this
wildlife trap!' Under presentfence regula-
'tions, thiBfence is illegal, but itwasbJilt
before the regulations.. ~ "

Randall claims the BLM knew about the
deer trap nine months_ before "it was
brought to public attelJ,tion, but did abso:
lutelynothingfp.correct the proo1e.m.AJl.er
news coverage aroused the public's aften-
tion, BLM employea in_th .. ar~ were re-
primanded ami part'of the fence was mod-
ified. '

Randall has recently discovered another
fence between. KemI.""",r and Evanston,
Wyo,; that is kil!iD'g deer, '\'be'fenee is qn
both private and public land bordering a-
state hjgbway, The fence bas killed at least

The queStion is complicated by the fact _
that the fence is in an area near a railroad .-
that isacheckerboardofpriv-ate and public ---------- .... ----~------------------.
land, t!very other section. The landowner'" ~ ~ '. ident Gerala Ford's campaign rn_anager
can buillf'any type of£Oncehe 'l'ants on his - . ec ~nlnn after charges were leveled that he had used
own land. The que-stion has oeen turned '~~ hispreviousofficeofSecretaryoftheAnny

. I' f ' from 8shinglon >, to' booefl't h,'S skI' resort at Crested Butte,over to the Wyonring attorney genera so - ~
fice, according'toJamesJune of the Wyom-· Colo.Callaway has acknowledged tryingtd
ing .Game and Fish Depirrt~nent. SKI AREA MEASURE, influenc'-the U.S. Forest Service to allow

b_yLee-;Catterall him to expand his resort, but has insisted
he acted properly.

Tantalizing fallout from the-controversy Haskell is not so sure. At any rate, Has-
over Howard (Bo) C.allaway's ski resort in kell said whether or not "undue influence
Colorado could be in store for communities was exerted on the Forest-Service and I'

near ski slopes throughoul the West. wheW;r it had any effec£/tIie--testimony .
Resortowners would'besubjec,ted to local jlhowed some gjlping holes.in Forest Ser-

zonirigstandards, and nearby communities' , :vicepolicies."
would receive- double what they get now One of those holes, he said, is the appar.

~nches. The BLM ~so requires a 10 to' 12 from the-fees those owners pay the gov- 'ent willingness o(the Forest'Seryice to ac-
Inch space between the top two Wl~S so ernrnenl" cept without serious question the informa-
that big game WO?'t become .ensnared. In", Those prq>osa1s were made last week by tion supplied by companies applying- for
elk.. ,,:re,as, .somehI!lOs wooden poles' are Sen. FloYd Haskell (O,colo.) aJ;ter he had permits. • _ >

uSed ~tesd ofa top s~and o(barbed WIre, com,pleted hearings on Ihe Callaway 'con- In the Callaway case, the ForeslService;;;l )
a~mg to Woody. _ trover.y and tied those hearings to earlier first rejected the request for exJlansion of -'
, Smce pronllJlorn antelOJlJl,pref~r cra:-vl- ones on a sRi permit bill. CallawaY's case the resort, ':based in Im;ge pint on ski srea
mg under. fences ratl)er than JU!?pmg mayha1(egiven HaskeU's.billjustthe liftit -capacity filll!res supplied by the developer
them, '!JlOCIsl standards are needed m an- needs." and accepted at face value by t!)e Forest
t,!lope areas. Sheep-tight'Jences with Callawaywasre;;'oved in March as Pres- (continued on page 13)
~ven ~ on the bottom PQ!sent a tot8l r l

//
,/

.some areas the bottom wire is ~ust far
enough off the ground w catch and choke
dllOr try;ng to crawl underneath it.

,SLOW CHANGE
In 1975, the'BLM set new fencing stan-'

dards to help protect wildlife on public
lands. Monty Woody, wild life biologJst
with the Lander Resource Area of the BLM
in Wyoming, says in d,eer areas his agency
requires hew fences to he no higlferthan 42

,,

\

antelope

- I

IU,EGALFENCE on public land in
northwestColor-ado. The fence is' 45
.to48 inches high-too high fora mule
deer tojump without heing torn up or
trapped. Photo by Dick Randall

•

/
;\

•



.--~_..::::.-.c.----:........,._-.---:..-_-----,--"---.,.......:::., '. - Pocketbook appeal attacks wilderriess
Although some Congressional proponents of the Eagles NesJ Wilder!!'!!iS area in

Colorado think its passage is "cut-and-dried," a massive ad campaign has been
lsunebed to fight it. Full page ads in Denver area new'!Pa~rs aDd trade and religious
publications criticize the wildernessbill on the basis of tile cost to the Denver water
users. "They want to stick us with a $500.000,000 bill ... and it's going to come out of .'
yq.ur pocket," the ad says-The Committee for Sensible Water Use says the IlgIUe-comes
from the Denver Water Board ....hich claims that additionai)umpingcoSts required liy
the large wilderness area would boost lbe C08t of the project by $500 million over a 40
year period. If the wilderness area.were -smaller, they say. cheaper gravity-feed water
systems could be built. Construction of such systems' would be prohibited in a-wilder-

.- ". >' ~ness area.;, I "

I1.S. Rep. Jim Johnson <R-C'llo.)disputes the figures. however, and says they weren't
presented until just before the vote in the Interior Committee i,n the House. The ad
claims that "a small band of unrealistic 'anti-growth' advocates is using its political. ,
~lout-to prevent orderly progress !,l6ng our Front Range." • . .

'~

.Ski county wonts mass trarisitfunds'
County commisSioners ",auld like federal u;ban mass transit funds to build a

million-dollar-a-mile mass transit system at Aspen, Colo.; to carry skiers between ski
areas. Opponents of the plan claim the funds are intended to upgrade decaying urban
transitsystems and that ASpen already has a bus sys~. Proponents say a strset car
system would reduce-au to' congestion and air poll titian, which sometimes gets serious
enougll to approach-aIert levels in the vallex. ~<:c.ordingto a DenVlr Post report. Two of
the Pitkin Cou,nty Commi .. ioners prOlJl,9tingthe plan were elected llI1 "slow growth"
platforms. A:fter their mass transit proposal. petitions began circulating asking for
their recall. Counj;y officials say the alter~tive to .the street car plan is improving
highw!!cysand parking faeilitiesto accommodate more automobile •.' .

Herschler says growth .threofens 'wildlife
Additional indu~trial development threatens Wyoming's wildlife. Go;. Ed Herschler

told a Safari Club convention in Lgs Vegas.' Nev. Most of the WOrkerscoming into the.
state are hunters. and fishermen, Hersehler told the 'sportsmen. "As a 'consequence,
unforfunately,- in some areas of the state where there has been arapid increasein
population. the Incidence ofpoaching has skyrocketed and 1understand that in some of
these areas it is very difficult to spot wildlife where 'not long ago it might have been
rather common," he said. . ,

~
Boulder considers controls on growth-
The city of ifoulder~ Colo., is considering a 'growth controi plan' ..tyled after that of

Petaluma. Cal if,Councilman Paul Danish says his suggestion for Boulder has ;;Upport-
from both conservattveaand liberele in the ctty, In 1\t71.Bouidervotersdefeated a p.!lJ.n
to limit the city's size-to 100,OOO.1twas about 70.000 then and'is now closer to 80,000.
The voters did, however, approve a resolution asking thecity to hold,the leVel'of growth
down. Danish's plan would restrict the city's growth ro,about 1.5% to 2% each y!"'r. In ,
some years in the 1960s. Boulder grew nearly 10%. Danish's prepeeal ill to liJuit the .'
numher of building permits granted each year. Decisions on which permits would be
granted would be based. in part. upon whether the prqjects were environmentallY

. sound,'haiI solar neating or extra' insulation, and were Jower-c .. t, ''Of course the
developers-are not dancing in the streets. but at least a plan like this would let them
know what·top expect fora five-year period," be told the Denv ... Post. '.

l.. Wild Horses found shot in Nevada
, Twenty-thre!! wild hor .... bave now been found dead ill Nevada. An had been shot

Bureau ofLand !'I!anagem~nt(BLM) law official. are investigating the shootings of the
protected animals. A stockman who runs sheep. in the area said slDekmen "are not

16 whoapi ng eran.e eggs transplante:..J condoningthi!!- ""It~thersmerealbad:I ean't feature anyP':=,i-. doing~t.rmai~, . . . . , e' coocerned because tlUll reflects on the stockmen and my aasoetat .. ns," he llaid.".He aaid
Sixteen whopping crane eggs have been flown into lda'bo and ;;n-be placed in th~ that'pe1'hapsan 'employe of anQ,th~ slDe~an had ~ot tlie horse~ toget hill boss in

nestsof sandhill cranes. The cranes. it is hoped •.willaceept and raise them. Last year 14, trouhle. About 25(}mustangs roam m the "!"1a, accordmgto an AssociatedPreSll report.
eggs were transplan-ood from the single wild flock now in exisbmce, which summers in

-Ilorthern Alb."ta.· Four survived. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Bervice aild it. Canadian- ,.counterpart are cooducting the experiment. Biologillts are removing one egg from
wh09per nestswiP. two eggs. They claim onlyoneeggwoul!l normally survive anyway. While the idea of fede~ally desill1!8tOdwild and ilCenicrivers isn't a popul8r one in

Missoula CountY. Mont, the idea ofpre.ervmg rivers, apparently, ill.Moretban a dozen
iandowners; government agencies, and conaervation groups ha'Vejoined to protect "the

(Continued from page 12) focal governments can handle the- result- natural,. sceniC, and recreational integrity of the Blackfoot Rivet cmTidor. ".They call -
Service." Haskell said. When the.developer ing influx of skiers. themselv." the Blackfoot River Recreation, Management AdvisortCouncil. Landow·'
then reduced the figures, the FQrest Ber- Those local governments not only WQuid ;'ers along the BlackfoOt bave been feeling incr8asillg pressure from the public to use
vice dutifully' changed them in its' own re- have more say •.;'nder Haskell's prOpo..al. their'lands recently. While the landowners didn't wantto look after the growing crowd
port, "accepting again the corpOration's they.would have more mooey. The ~ore.t ofrecreatjon\sts, they also did not.want toelose their lands to publiC use ..They stee~
figures without verUICatiOn," Haskell said. S~lce now pays one-fourth ¥ what It ~tsaway from fede"'JI designation for the river, 'fellring thiit it might attract ... en more

Haskell would force the Forest Service to .' from fees to the.tste governm<;nts to build people.,lnsblad, they'devised a Jnique approach to protective river management
verify such figures. '. ," roads and schools. H~~I wo~ld double through formation of the advisor.y coUncil. Aeicording to the Ml88oallan, the group ill

However. Iii~bill i. much broad.er than , .~at amount and reqwre that It be P'!'~ the fi!:s1; of Its kind in the nation. \ \. .
that, addressing "the concern that toooften directly to the local governments, . .. J v • . .

,-local goveriunents simply can't handle ..tho; Haskell said his subcommittee' will Savage .Ru.np·lan.protective ~ for now
direct and indirect growth resulting from begin'working on the bill soon. Meanwbile, \. .

. ski areailevelopments."he llaid. He wants as the Haskell'bill-or. as it illmorio Iikely'-' Beeauseof strong p"blic auppoI:t for protection, the U.s. ForestServire hasdeeided ....
, to"m~ aure local. gover~en~ "~e iii.,' to becalled, the Callaway bill-ill pending not to cleareUt the Savage RUl)q.-"iru!P of the Medicine BoW R8nge in IlOJlthCllDtrI!!

..~olved m the aecISl?~S, are aware of th~. jn C<pgress, skidevelq>ersare not likely to Wyoming. Instead, the-Forest Setvicll'. land use plan calls f9" cla.sslf'1C8tioDllwhich. \
Impacts, andare equIpped to handle them. . .begranted any special favors from the bar. "would ban motor. vehicles !'romover 10,000 acres ofSf.v~ Run. The.La,amie WUder-

H8I'kell propOlles 'ski area developers ,ried ollicials of the F_t Service. Espe. ne... Coalition is Pro!>.o-.it!gthatthe FcreatServil:e go a;lltepful'ther and<ltudy a 15,590
"must meet all &tste ana loCal government dally if thOse developers ~pen to ~k acre areafor formal wildeni!sS classification, The Witdtrnesa Society lll1d the.Wyorn-

~jrementll- .such as planning, lleeris- for the gov..mm.nt .ing Wilderneas Coalition .llppOrt the~. whielI includeS 950ao;rea for a-m.
'lng. and permit a~al. "1\lso, the Forest . ~. . natural area. ."On th .. surfaee, the F~st ,S8rvic:e'propoealloolal pretty good," qys
. Service" should deeide. wbether there i. " ,~ (WilderneSS'Society;lleprell!lntat!ve B.rt Koehler: "But thereillabsolutelyno guaranl8e. .
enollghdeml\Udforanew llki area. tile land ~, thall~th~~J"""l"lIInll ~n ~td~ la~ ~ Savage Run
can better beusOO.iiIoth",,·ways (pre8llina" ,,~.c,~.. .wi ,not ~ pcu .... ,...... by law'u~eas it ill ~1aasif'lllcl.as wilcIcir-." Omments 011 the
blyineiuding being left alone);' and thll .. ,Savage RUn Land UII8PIan~uId be sent to the Fore-.t SU~, ~icine~

. '"" . Natiimal Firist. Sltyline-Rood, L8r1imie. :w')O"ll2.ll70 by JIIDlI29_' '. . . . . .
y ~,
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'ldndowne'rs hel.p protect Bladdoot.
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by Dean Kialsel II, The Lowell Press,
Kansas City, 'If.., ..; 1976. $14.95,·hard
cover, U 7 pages. Color photographs by
-the author.· ~..-_ '"

'-

,- Review by S&;'ah Doll

Before white '".nan .settled North
'1..""!',erica,mill ions of'elk ihhahited this cone
(:inBnt. They were the most numerous of
:hedeerJamily--:-and six subspecies rarJj.-,crl
over almost the total land area. ~any In-
lian tribes rev';;;d the wapiti; and r1c-
oended on the an imal for meat and clo-
~ing. '
- As the Innd was Re~t1C(!, the elk was

c

r .
,. " ~'''',

"C.a$sified$;~~,
,.::. " " ~

For Saie crart\~QrK·.'Soft leathertanne~
hi'des'l$27.501 deer, '<, elk; whole elk. B?x
20, Centennial, Wyo. 82055.'
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,Water permits would double N. D. electrical production
The North Dakota Water Conservation

Commission has approved water permits
(or two more coal-powered generating
plants totaling 1,320 megawatts. At the

, same meeting, the-commission disap-
.... ;oved a water permit for a coal gasifica-
~n plant in Dunn County - the first per-

mit it had turned down since coal develop-
ment became a major issue in 1972J accord-
ing to Mike Jacobs, editor of the Onlooker.

The addition of the 880 megawatt Basin

Electric Power Cooperative plant and the' mission." responsibility. American Natural Re-
440 megawatt Montana Dakota Utilities Basin's choice of locations was based in sources Companyhas a water permit for a
Co. plant would double the state's electri- part upon the plans of American Natural gasification plant near Beulah.
cal production capacity by 1982. By that Resources Company (ANR) which is prop- The governor said lie would have voted
year, the state will be using about 11% of osing a gasification plant at the same site. with the majority, however, to approve the
the energy generated in the state, and the The coal-fired plant would supply electric- two coal-fired plants.
rest will be exported, according to the fig- ity and process steam to the gasification Basin Electric Manager James Grahl
ures of Dr. Charles Metzger, the governor's plant. The water permit for the ANR told the water. commission- that his
energy expert. Both of the new plants gasification plant has been approved. - cooperative electricity system would be
would be built near Beulah. Both still need The coal gasification plant turned down short of electricity by 1979 or 1980. He said
permits from the state public service com- at the commission's May meeting was for N-orth Dakotans would be at an advantage

- Natural Gas Pipe Line Company. The re- being so close to the electrical supplies.
quest was turned down by a 4-3 vote. However, he conceded that it may be hard
Gov. Arthur Link, who is chairman of to get the electricity that is produced loc-

the commission, had proposed disapprov- ally if the Federal Power Commission or-
ing the gasification plant's water permit. dered it transmitted elsewhere .
Landowners in Dunn County opposed the "There's no way the state can guaran tee
plan t. a supply ofe leetrici ty unless th e industry is
In his opposition to the gasification permitted-to build to meet peak regional

plant, Link said there are still important needs.t' he said.
, question's regarding the feasibility of the TheOnl~ker reacted to the decisions in
process generally and of the Lurgi gasifica- an editorial by saying the coal industry's
tion method specifically. "siege of North Dakota" has shifted from"
Link questioned whether North Dakota _ questions of "whether" and "when" to

is being asked "to support energy needs "where." The N.D.Public Service Commis-
that are basic" or energy that is "to be sion will hold hearings to answer that
wasted," according' to the Onlooker. Link question ..
also mentioned the local opposition to the If the PSC changes the plant sites, then,
plant. '0 , acconling to the state attorney general, the
Arlene Wilhelm, another commission companies would have to file new or

member, said that the state's commitment amended applic.ations with the water
to one gasification plant has fulfilled its commission.

POWER PLANTS IN WESTERN NORTH DAKOTA

,II

a-4-"'L-- American Natural Resources Co.
Basin Electric'--" ~UPA-CPA (United Power Association-

Cooperative Power Association)
Basin Electric

~ Montana Dakota Utilities

Lake Sakakawea

Montana! x/Dakota Utilities
.United Power Asso . r
Minnkota Power Cooperative

• existing power plan t
o plant under constructio

x proposed power plant
9 proposed.

gasification plant

Missouri River

Eavesdropper
environmental news from around the world

MOVING??? Be sure to
send us your old address and

/your new one so we can find
you in our files. Second class
mail, such as the HIGH
COUNTRY NEWS, is de-
stroyed unless you make
special arrangements with
the Post Office to pay' for-
warding postage.

WETLAND DEVELOPMENT CON·
TROLS ATTACKED. The House PubliC
Works Committee says that the dredge and

. II f fill'permit svstem authorized by the Fed-Thf feds ssy that EMARS wi IX. J.

All previous coal leasers' tricks eral Water Pollution Control Act is likely;
Now it may mean that you to prove impossible to administer effec-
Jump in paperwork stew tively. The system, authorized under Sec-

But you do get your chance to say nix. ' tion 404 ~fthe act, is critici~d in t~e
committee s report accompanymg a bill

. (H,R. 9560) to amend the act. The amend-
PARK 'lINING BAN. The House In-. mentswouldsharplylimittheCorpsofEn-
tenor Committee has succeeded in drafting gineers' authority to regulate wetlands de-
a bill to ban strip mining in six national velopment. Among other things, they
parks and has sent the bill to the House would limit the Corps' jurisdiction to wat-.
floor, according to Gannett News Service. ers that are now used or could be used in
The bill was approved by a 34-5 vote sfter the future for interstate and foreign com-
being amended to exclude a 100,000 acre meree.
portion ofGlacier Bay National Monument
inAlaskafromtheban,pendingafouryear NAT REED DEFENDS WETLANDS.
study. AU mining actdvities'In the parks Assistant Secretary of the Interior
which are now in progress would be aI- Nathaniel F. Reed has severely criticized
lowed to continue. Areas involved include, the effect of the 'Breaux amendment on
Glacier Bay and 'It. '\1:cKiI\ley National wetlands. The amendment was added to
Park in Alaska, Organ Pipe Cactas Na- H.R. 9560 amending the Federal Water
tional .Park and Coronado National Pollution Control Act. He said the basic
\fonument in ,':Arizon~,Crater Lake N.a· effect of the amendment would be to ex-
tional Park in Oregon, and Death Valley empt millions of acres of lakes, swamps,
National Monument in California. and marshes, and many thousands of miles

of streams and river~ from the Corps of
Engineers Section 404 permit program .
'Reed made the comments in a letter to the
Nation';'l Wildlife Federation. '

• LOONEY LIMERICKS
hy Z::ne E. Cology

.KENNECO'IT STILL HAS PEABODY,
Although ordered some time ago by the
Federal Trade Commission to divest itself
of Peabody Coal, Kennecott Copper Co)'p.is
. having difficulty. The question was discus-
s.ed at length at theannuall1leeting in New

"

ark recently:but no new plans were an-
ounced, 'according' to the Associated

·Press. Several otTershave been considered,
including selling it to the Tennessee Valley
Authority, but, most have been rej'l"ted or
withdrawn. An offer by several utilities is
still being considered, one of.wl1ich is the
PUblic Service Co, rLC,olorad~. ,.

SYNAPSE DOMES: Economieal,';;ergy em-.
cient, homes. Exclusive residences 'to
greenhouBe8 and Iwns erected and rmished to
your 'satisfaction anywhere in t.he Rocky
M.oup.ta.in ar:ea.'~nwood-compOnentpanel
shell kits shipped any:wherein continental
USA- eightsizos. Solar heal, a_shingles,
,foam insulation optimal.- BlueJHin:ts availa-
ble. Write or call Cor inCQIl'Dlatim and prices:
P.O. BOx 654-11, Land"" Wyoming, 82620,"
(307)'332-5773., ". ,'J

COURT ORDERS 208 FUNDING. A
U.8. District Court has onlered the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
to obligate $1:t6,4 million in 100% grants
for areawide waste treatment manage-
ment planning agencies under Section 208
ofthe Federal Water Pollution Control Act.
EPA had said it could no longer obligate
funds appropriated for the program in
fiscal 1973-7.4.However, the court said the
local. planning units should not be
penalized for EPA's delay in implementing
the.act. HEATER KIT $19.50

Convertanysizesteeldrum intoa high capac-
ity wood burning heater.

Kit c-onsists of: patented gray Iron door with
draft control, gray iron flue pipe flange, steel
legs, instructions and all hardware for easy
bolt-together assembly. No welding is re-
quired. (Drum not ·furnished.)
Send check or money order to:

PARK PACKIN:G PER~ITS NEEDED.
Permits for backcountry camping will be
required this year in 39, National Park
Service areas. Three areas (MountRainier
National Park, Wash.; Point Reyes Na-
tional Seashore, Galif.;and Grand Canyon
National Park, Ariz.) require advance re-
servations for backcountry camping. The
36 other areas issue permits on a first
.come, first served basis, Both permits and
reservations are free. The permits are
necessary to protect ,fragile backcountry
areas.'-~-----'---""7""'""--'---"-----'----,

COUNTRY CRAFTSMAN
PO BOX 3333-:H

. Santa Rosa, Ca. 95402
Please add $4.00 for UPS thipping~charges.
Dealer inquiries Invited.

. ENJOY YOUR OWN.::, ~<
~~
Full ~art .size with 8.feeding stations, 4 perGhes,
and tough - bottle refillable WITHOUT removing
from simple, durable base. Best available-designed
"& engineered for happy hummers and experienced
observers. Pint size with same base minus P<;fches.
Quart~ $7.95, Pint: $4,95 (+$1.00 postage each)
Ou,ck or Money Order' - no COOS, please
Color~o residents edd 3% ulataJII:.

UNCONDITIONAL GiJARANTEE' wlm NO DELA Yf

BURD PRODUCTS
,8Qx S06V•.:Grand Junction, Colorado 81S01, Telephone 303/245'1616

..



. 16-HiBb Counl;nt Newa - June 18; 1976 - Desert-rat turned Defender

Dick Randall£ a
by B....ce HamOton

"Weneed to have more facts," says Dick
Randall. "We can't fight environmental
battles with just emotion. But, my God,
sometimea I just can't help but get emo-
tional.-like when I see over 100 miles of
desert without a fence, or the first antelope
fawn ofth~·sea80n."

- .
Randall is a desert rat. He's. also the

North C... tral Field Repre",ntative for De-
fenders-ofWildlife, a national cooservation
organization. His home is in Rock Springs,
W)'O.,.buthe lives on the Red Desert north-

.east of the city. .

''What I like to do isjump in my pickup,
head, for the dese;t, park, sit on the tail-

.gate, and write," he says. "When I sit in my
s1udy at hoJDe with the electric typewriter
hnmming 'at me, my mind goes bIarlk."

A LIFE WITH COYOTES

Randall grew up in Wyoming's wide
oPen spaces. He has been a ranch hand,
outfi~r, and government trapper. He's
heard the coyotes' lonesome yodel in the
cl_desertair.He'sahothund--....u.ofthem
from· a plane in winter "until my'flngers DICK RANDALL ia·'~ profeaatonal
w~ frOOt!and my eye was black from the wildlife photographer and the .North
gun kicking against my face." He's called Cenlral Fle~ Repr,:"",ntative for De-
in coyotes to his camp and ta~n amazing 'fenders of·Wildlife. His address is Box
close-up photos. He's been to Washington, 507, Rock Springa, Wyo. /!2901.

W~ ha\e-a deligh~I~~~r :!re~:~e~~g~r~, we'd like xou -~
reader~ th'is summer. We want to ask coo taet HCN aiUl urge uS to·.~lp Yon
all of You to b<ocomeintimatefy famil- preserve the area.
iar with a small psrtofAmerica's wild This issue 'of HeN is designed. to
lands. We want you to hike in the inspire you to become a steward of the
mountains, camp on the desert, or run Land. Dick Randall, the su15ject of this
a wild river. Look at the birds, sme.!1 issue's portrait and the author of the
the.wildflowers, listen to the coyotes frontpag.article, h~sadopted the Red .
.::....and imprint the memory of that -, OesertofWyomingashisplacetopr-o-
place in your mi.nd. . teet. In his article he urges oth,ers'to .

Wild areas are often lost. because oecome familiar with this complex of
conservationists are not familiar sand dunes, mountains, wila horses,.
enOQghwith them tojudgethe impact antelope, sego lilies, and sagebrush.
of proposed developments. Every da)' Then he urges You to help defend it.
the High Country News' office re- Another challenge i,soffered by the
ceives new mining. timber, fencing,.. Interior Department through its new.
highway, second home, power pI~nt, coal' leasing: system. Up until now, '.
reservgir, or other development plans conservationists have had littl~ S8:Y in
for1llild areas around tlteregion. Most where coal will be leased. Now the de-
of the time we have no idea if.the prop- partment is asking fOfpublic injmt to
olied development is well plannro or help decide where to lease and where
an environmental disaster. '!Ie don't to prohibii leasing. In an article ..o~
know the wild place to judge what its page 10, we've listed sOme groups in
value ia and how it may be altered. ~ the region that plan to tackle this

That's why we'd like you all to . task. Why not volunteer to help them
familiarize yourselves with at least out?
one spot, We'd like you to·become its
gUaniisn and keep an eye out for·un- .
acceptable developments. When a
management plan or an environmen-
tal impact statement is released for

-your area, we'd like you to ,""view it.
Then, if your I'dopted piece of the

Westartedoutsuggefiting a delight-
ful task and ended uJ>heaping a bur-
den of responsibility on ea~h of you.·
Buthopefullyyou11see it as a laborQ(
love.

·-the editors

life with coyotes
D.C., to testify on the environmental prob- .
lems of coyote poisoning and trapping.

"I don't !!!ink lean go anywhere in
_.Wyoming and not hear a bunch of coyotes
howling in the night," he says. "Most-pee-
pIe look, at me strange because they can't

-hear them, but 1always do."

coyotes in three months - 42' in one six.
hour Period - "and still there was no droa _
in trouble calls from the area." ~rO

Other aerial hunts were.less fruitfi " ~.
the trappers. Randall recalls one co ~ .
that cost the government $~,457 to kill
'~hen th-e helicopter time .and salary for
three trappers' hours were added up.

Sometimes killing sheer numbers of
coyotes wasn't the solution, even when
coyotes were the problem. Randall exp-
lains: "I like to autopsy everything. One
time we killed 14 coyotes in among a sheep
hem. Not one of the coyotes had any lamb.
in its stomach contents. On the third day •
we killed a big old coyote and the problem
was solved." .

.CHANGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Randall's career has evolved from con-

trolling predators to controlling, predator
controls. While employed by the U .8. Fish
and Wildlife Service, he was the principal
district field assistant in charge of training
and overseeing predator control agents in
five'southwestern Wyoming counties. He
worked closely 'with other tr.appers and
livestock operators.

Today he works for Defenders of Wildlife
- the conservation group in' the forefront
of the movement to prevent predator con- Coyote predation: en sheep is a localized
trol abuses. In his new position he calls on problem, but our approach 'in the past to it
his past experience to offer valuable in- 'has been to "plant poison like wheat all
sight into the problems of trapping, poison- over the public range," says Randall. "One
ing, denning, and aerial hunting, He is one rancher may have a problem, and over the
of the few expert witnesses environmen- hill there'sno problem. We wage war

. talists can call upon to testify at Congres- ag~inst whole populations instead ofprob-
sional hearings on predator control. His iem·situations." I

outspoken change of allegiance caused "The problem is that we try to apply one.
many of his former cohorts to shun him. system of control everywhere. Cyanide
After he started writing articles for Defen- guns might have been a good tool for cer-
ders, copies of them were sent around: to tain concentrated problem areas. But we
trappers ari.d sheepmen and the word was .spread thousands cf them everywhere. The
passed - don't give any more information coyote adapted to them, and they became
to Randall. Soon roter he took tltejob with useless. Now.they're more of a problem
Defenders, a poison bait was thrown into than a solution."

- his back yard in Rock Springs and his pet Randall says coyotes also adapted to aer-
dog was,killed. ial hunting. ltThey're hiding in holes more

" now when they hear planes. Ibelieve sOme
NOABOLITIONI$T . ~oyotescanread the numbers on the.sideof

Randall Isn't, totallY,B(:ainst the use ~f the c<I1~1l1planes."_ ' .
predator poisons -justashe.waso't totally Aerial hunting fIDally led to Ran.d~ .
forexterminatingthec?yotewhe;I\hewasa .downfall in government service - r f ..\
trap~r. He recognizes a y.eed ~ ~ontrol' alJY.,"Tw~c~Isliotthepr~ellerof~ep ., \.:Y
coyotes, buthe also'recognlzes theIr lmpor- and, boy, dld we have to fmd a landmg fJe -
tant ~ore in the ~cosystem.- ---.:..quickly." Randall eBrrned so many

He' has a healthy respect for coyotes. broken bones that her-etired early and took
They are worthy adverS?ries and intrigu· the job with Defenders.
ing companions. Randall ttiinks the

. sheepman- needs help, and the coyote needs
understanding.

"Sheepmen have so many' other prob-
lems - but they focus on predator~: The
other·pT.oblems (a depressed market. rising
Cffits, competition with synthetic fibers)
have whittled down their profits to a point
where they .can't aQsOrba single preda.tor
loss," he s.ays.

"All' coyotes don't kill sheep. If they did,
there would n't be ·an.)'sheep o~ the o:pen
range

Sorvetimes sheepmen "call wolf' over
coyote losses. Randall says one year when
'h~worked.asag~ernmenttraPJ>Cr he "cut
losses by 80';t without killing a single
coyote." rhat season he was using a
helicopter to control C!'yote,sin the Bridger
National Forest "Whenever a sheepma.n
reported losing 20 sheep, we'd stop and pick
him up and have him po,nt out where it
happened. They.soon learned to report only
real losses." ,

In·I971-72 Randall says he killed 735

NO ONE 'So-l.tiTION

SO MUCH TO LOSE

Today, Randall sees great challenges for
himself, for Defenders, and for other'c·on-
servation groups in theWest. "We're losing
SO much of th~ beau tiful things in the West.
Sometimes to bad development, sometimes
to good-development. I'm worried. I've gota
boy, and 1hope he can see alld enjoy some of
the beauty I've seen," he says.

"We have some of the greatest wildlife
populations in Wyoming, and some of the
greatest mineral deposits. We nav;e so
much to offer, so much to save, so much to
lose." .

Teton Dam EMARS Poor fencing (~what's its leSson? 3 choosing coal tracts 10 dee~, antelope victims ·12

Bed Desert Wyoming land use Nuclear law-making Dick Randall
a personal intrpductiOn 1 no mandatoiy langu8ge . 7 .changes in the wi.nd 11 the.man of the desert 16.
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