


. About a year ago, Organic Farming
and Ganlening (July, 1975) carried an
article on "The Family Cow" by Gene
Logsdon. He quoted figures from the
Dairyman's Digest that showed an aver-
age cow could save at least $1,000 a year,
exclusive oflabor. He also pointed out that
the trend is toward more family cows, with
thousands of families already owning one
or two cows. .

Milk cows are generallycharacters in
their own right. Eaeh is different, even as .
to smell. We began our experience here
with" gentle,littleJerseY named Bubbles.
She calved in August, about a month after
we bought her from neighbors. She wasn't
in excellent condition, but I attributed that socio-economic impacts are minimized as
to the fact she was a good milker and was much as possible..
carrying calf. But about six weeks after I could goon.but I guess all I'm asking of

calving, her milk production dropped liter- ....,.•..:.!.Letters .1' you and your readers is that they at least11 il 1 calf . give us a trial before they condemn us. And
a y to ni except a ittle for the . please give some thoughtful consideration

Thinking her milk production was shot to this. If no plants are built, even though
for at least a yesr, webought a big-brindle "they are striving to do the best possiblejob
Guernsey from a dairy. "1-, immediately tenvironm.entallY, and needed bnergy isnot
noticed not only the difference in milking available to support desirable economic
and temperament but also the odor of the BLIND OPPOSmON? growth or jobs, is it possible an environ-
animal. She smelled,strangelY,different(as mental baeklash could -destroy 1I1emany
I suppose I did to her). After a week or two, Dear editors: d th th edgoo . ings at have been accomplish
she no longer Smelledlike a stranger. She I am the president of the. group of. over the past years?
was our cow andshesmelled all right. She, consumer-owned utilities that is studying "
too, is a gentle old now withnot a streak of the feasibility of constructing the Inter- ·Perhapsour prqject is not the one, but in
meanness in her-an asset which is truly mountain Power Project in Utah. I Would your own words, "When it's time to be for a'
appreciated in a family cow. add that I, tOO, have concerns fQi"environ- . plant.instead of againet'une, how will you

After some six months of milking, she mental values, and though they may be 'go about iti'Z
sickened one morning. She got better, then different in degree from your own,they 8l1' . Dear HCN,
changed for the worse..ln the meantime, a real and I will do my best to see IPP plan- J'oseph' C. Fackrell, PE. Following the publication of "Navajo
vet came and checkedBubbles. He decided' ning reflects those concerns. . President Nation faces development;". (HCN,
her troublecoold behardwsre disease and I am writing about your April 23, 1976, 'intermou.ntain Power Prqject /5-21-76) it was .\lrought to my' attention
put a magnet down her gullet. Within a "Dear Friends" column which (I think) that the ·article· could be. read to imply a
month herconditionhad improved dramat- suggests your read~rs should not automat- relationship between theNatienal Indian
ically. Neighbors and friends also thought .ically oppose all proposed developments RADICAL _ ;\ T THE ROOT ' Youth Council and the Shiprock Research
our Guernsey, Daisy, had hardware dis- without informed consideration of l'actualCenter that did not exist: :
ease so I put a magnet in her. She has now' dats. Dear High Country News, For the-sake of clarification, while both

- recovered, but I had to quitmilking her In the same issue you quote someone as i rye been delighted with-the growth of organizations are opposed to massive in-
during the sickness. saying they will try to stop IPP just as your paper in the two year's I'veaubscribed. ,dustrializationon·the reservation in the

Twice during the aickrress and recovery vigorously as they tried to stop By growth I mean increasing grasp of' form of gasification, they are separate and
of the Jersey I had tried to dry her up by Kaiparowits. The same sort of statement where the fights have to be fought and who -distinct groups.
lockinghercalfupforflfStl2days, then 14 was made before an Energy Committee of the enemies are rather than growth in size. NIYC is a multi-tribal organization
days. Each time when I turned the calf the Utah Legislature. based in Albuquerque, N.M., that has in-
loose, the cow cameback to her milk. Now, Now,I wouldnot he so concerned if these In the May 21 issue you had an article volved itself in many controversial Indian
with the other cowsick I decided to see if folks had taken the time and effort to in- about the impact of California passing the issues. '
Bubbles wouldn't give enough milk for at form themselves about our project, but Nuclear Safeguards illitiative on the need The Shiprock Research Center, located
least our own useuntiJ Daisy freshens in they haven't studied, even casually" any.of for .more Rocky Mountain coal-fired elec- in Shiprock, N.M., was established ex-
early July.. the volumes of information svailable to trical plants This story originated in the pressly for the purposes ofdetermining the

Amazingly, Bubbles gives more milk them through our open planning concept. Western Interstate Nuclear Coalition, a impaetofgasificationon the Navajo Reser-
now"than when she first freshened last Au- Weare proposing to spend it!excessof$1 industry group located in Lakewood, Colo. vat ion. The center has gone into the field,
gust.Andsh~isassleekandprettyasa~doe billion for envil'onmental protection. Just It's mostly bull. surveyed, interviewed, and conducted in-
deer. So we are assured of all the milk we for starters, wemoved out of the Escalante This week the national news media sre vestigations. Its dats informs the decisions
need plus plenty ofyogurt and home-made area at an additional cost of over$200 mill- carrying stories that all 58 nuclear plants of tribal councilmen. The position the
ice eteam for the Summer. - ion. in the United States are on special alert center has established does not,~_ or

There is a lot of sstisfaetion in looking' Yes, we are close to Cspitol Reef (al- because'they exPect sabotage efforts just pretend to show the whole nati0ipdian
down iJ\to'our gieen pasture at'the two though 12 miles isn't really next door),but, prior to the California vote. I think anyone view towards gssification, but raEher at-
contented cows, accompanied by four you Shouldlook at our studies ciwind pat- can recognize that as a scare tactic, de- \empts to reflect theconcerus and feelings
calves of assorted size, a big beautiful 'terns an_dplant visibility and flora and signed to mskethose ofus supporting these of those living in the chapter areas most
heifer, two pigs, a pony and a smaIl white fauna and all the other site selectioo fae- initiatives look like anarchists andbom- afTl'Cted.
mule. All of these. and two drake ducks tors that sre environmentslly importsnt. . bers. Radical means getting to the root of
quiteoftengatheraroundthebarndoorasI. Consider for example, the budget we things, notdyoamite ..
milk. It'squiteanaudiehce-but lime it. have established'to be absolutely certsin' My friends tell me there

- 1 , ... '
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There is something special about a fam-
ily milk cow. I am sure not everyone finds
the quiet sa,tisfaction in sitting down to
tullk that I do. ButIfmdita tiroeofmedita-
tion, contemplation, and reflection. I have
always found it so (although as a teenager
who had to do the milking, I am sure I did
my share of grumbling).

There is an added incentive in keeping
your own cow on an acreage. That is the
current price oftullk when you have to feed
a growing family. We not only have our
own whole milk for drinking and cooking
but we sell four to five gallons a week to
friends. In addition, extra milk goes into
supplementing the diet of small chickens,
two calves, and two fattening pigs .

rail

. ,

Photo by Judy Sumner.

chance of passing the initiative in Califor-
nia, but I think we have 'a good chance in
Colorado, Oregon, and Montana. The
reason the nuclear industry (and, the oil-
energy) giants are so worried is that they
see we can beat them using initiati~es.I
think that is also why Leonard Woodcock is
making peace with the movement. We
have the votes and all they haV~the
delaying tactics 'so effective in 1 ive
bodies. Wherever we can by-p-ass -
tures we can win some major issues.

u
Robert B. McFarland, M.D.
Boulder, Colo.

AUTHOR'S CLARIFICATION

Rodney Barker
is almost !Jo" Durango, Colo.

\"



Why bother_with oRtions?
Richard F. Hill of the Federal Power for the natural gas' in our national

CommillikrJ (FPC) deserves some sort of economy."
Projec_ependence award for environ- Poppycock! What good are options, if all
mental insensitivity, Last-month. Hill ap- you care about are end results? There are
peared before a House subcommittee to de- major environmental decisions to bemade,
scribe the FPC's environmental.revie~ of beforewestartthemad rush to pipe out the
alternative proposals for bringing natural gas.
gas from Alaska's Northern Slope to the The FPC should not ignore its ownfind-
Lower 48. . ings. If the federal government ignores al-

ternatives because of a so-called overriding
"need" for the gas in the Lower~, it will
probably opt foj- one of the two proposal",
that are farthest along in the review pro-
cess. The Alcan route is a late-comer.
Northwest Pipeline Co. plans to submit an
spplication to the FPC for the Alcan route
in July. Meanwhile, members of Congress
are talking about choosing between' the - .
routes and l irmtjng judicial.raview of their.,
choice (see HCN editorial 3-26-76).
Both the EI Paso and Arctic Gas routes

have major environmental drawbacks. The
El Paso route would require huge liquefac-
tion plants in Alaska and ris~ transport
across notoriously.stormy seas. The Arctic
Gas route would cross the wilderness of the
Arctic National Wildlife Range - a provi-
sion opposed by environmental groups. The
Alcan route is 'still an unknown because it
is so new, but it looks promising. .
Contrary to Hill's statement, all these

potential impacts aren't acceptable.
As we change the face of-theplanet, let it

bear the mark of our intelligence, rather
than the scars of our haste and' greed.

- -'BH

Three altern~tive routes have been
proposed. Arctic Gas Co. has put forth an
all-land route across the Arctic National
Wildlife Range and through Canada to the
Midwest. EI Paso Alaska Co. has proposed
a route following th,eexisting trans-Alaska
oil pipeline corridor from Prudhoe Bay' to
Valdez. At Valdez the gas would be Ii-.
quefied and shipped 'by sea to West Coast
por-ts. A third proposal, submitted- by
Northwest Pipeline Co., is an all-land'
route that follows the oilpipeline corridor
from Prudhoe Bay, and then follows the
Alaskan Highway cor;.idor into Canada
and ultimately to the U.S. This proposal is
known as the Alcan route. 0

Hill told the House Interstate-and
Foreign Commerce Committee's Subcom-'
mittee on Energy "and .Power that FPC
studies had identified the Alcan route as
the ~ternative with the least envircnmen- 0

tal impact. However, HiU was careful to
explain "that the environmental 'impact of
anyone of the proposals discussed is ac-
ceptable when balanced against-the need.

It'~not always eaBJ!to fmelout how your
Congressional representatives vote. We'U
try to supply more bill names and numl1er8
. so you can ask more specific questions. You Dear HCN, , . . ..
miglitalso contact the League ofConserva- We wonder what your readers may he

Howdy again! . tion Voters (324 C St. S.E, Washi~n, able to tell us·of the Wyoming MineraI ,
I \lave some qu~stions. The fust I asked D.C. 20003)for help. The leagu<i'keepstabs Corporation, a Westinghouse subsiiliary

of my ;Me r, Mark Hatf.ield. Ithas to do' on the voteS on all important environmen- headquarterea in the Denver area, and. of
with h . rmd out how the COngress pea: . tal legislation and publishes the voting re: after-eft'ectsoftheir liranium,mining teeh-
pIe fro':;; regon voted on environmental cord of all senator~ and representatives at nique, especially effects on water, and on
. issues, without knowing the names and the end of each COIJgreSB.Tli. league alSo landscaPe due to moving of equipment.
numbers of specific bills, etc. His answerl: puplishes the environmental records of all The corporation prOl.lOses a uranium
"It would. he difficult to provide you with presidential candidates. Donations are mine in a 160,OOO-acre area in northern
voting records of the Oregon Congressional needed to support its work. Weld County, Colo:, in the vicinity of the
delegation, since there are several hundIW Y~, we welcome visitors. Whenever any . Pawnee' National Grasslimds. They cla~

'. M,ore'etters
STROKE OF GENIUS

Dear HCN: - .
Here's a page from the University of

Minnesota's Minnesota- Daily with the
encircled ad we placed in your behalf. .
We could only afford to run it for two

days, but we're hoping It got some results
anyway. Maybe later we can put it in the
city paper. ,-
Thanks a bunch for a great job. Keep it

up.

D. W. FUller
Minneapolis, Minn.

p.s. The ad idea was a stroke of genius. I
hope others picked up on it. /

In. the May 7th issue of HC!'! We asked
our readers to place ads for ·HGN in then,
local newspapers. The idea was suggested
'by E. and F. Pierce of Hamilton, Mont.
Thank you D.'W. Fuller for foilowing upon
the suggestion. • -August

VOTING RECORD MYSTERY

,-
. I.,.. , oj. .,' .'_ ,,'

vote's during each Ye'ar.;~ . .
It doesn't See'l'.~i~ it ~ould \J.e.so,dil'-,

ficult. (I'm' sure they could go to any oil
company and get the information from
their computers in ajiffy!) Can you tell me
, if there is a way to learn their voting
records? I'd like to be able to check the vote
of Oregon's representatives on bills Iread
about in your paper.
Also, I will be hitchhiking 'back to

Oregon, and I wondered ifl could visit your
office en route. Ifyou like to have visitors,
let me know, _
Lastly: I wan t to say that I enjoy your

paper very much. I feel fortunate to have
stumbled across such an entertahling and
important news source. Can you relate to
my saying that when I read Newsweek, or
a regular ,newspaper, I feel like .I'm just
dabbling in-gossip. But in reading HCN, I
feel thaU am learning things that have,'
real bearing onmyself, and.gaimng oppor-
tunities to do so,metl1ing about "issues" '
which, in some other context,,l might feel
notice,

of our readers are in the area, we urge them
to stop in and say hello. Our street address
in Lander is 140 N. Seventh.

-the editors

Jeff McKillop
Jamaica Plefn, Mass:'

URANnJM FACTS SOUGHT

J.une 4, 1976 - High Country New8-3

to have had test sites near Casper, Wyo.,
and in Texas, and a production plant in
Texas. They claim good reclamation. "
Thedeepwell method used puts uran ium

are into solution,~brings'it to the surfeee,;
extracts the uranium, and "puta the water
back."
Anyone who would bewilling to forward

facts, or ""ulions based on fact, can con tact
Joy Coombs, .Greeley Committee on Envi-
ronment President, 2025·5th Ave. Greeley, .
Colo; 80631, 303'356-0075. We'l be very
grateful. - . ~ .

Gretchen S. Cutts
. Greeley Committee on Envinmnent

Pu~ ImNekly at 140 N. Seve'DthSt., LAnder,
Wyo.-82620. T8lephone 307:332-4877. Second claM
JlC8hIp p&id at ~'der.
Pub'""'"'
MaruIrJina Editor
News Editor
A.aCiate Editor
Ollce MaD...-_.
Cin:ulatiOD IIanitpr
.Editorial A.istant
""!"" CoDouItw

'Ibomu A Bell
o Jou. Nice .

Biixe Hamiltoa---. Mary MupIet Davill--Gecqia Nati_·
Sonb Doll
J..-..,CIaok

S~m.$10.00
Sjngle lq)y rate 36_

Matt!rial publiBbed inHiab CcMmtr1 N~ may
be reprinted without permiMion UnlllU it is
c:q.yrigbted ..PrP c:ndit Ihould be liveD to III8b
COIlIIb'y NfIWL ContributioDl.bnanlUlCriptll. pbotoe.
~Id willbe welcomed with the unders&andiDg
th. the editA;n C8.IIDOtbe beldreipoDldblefor I.- or
damap. ArticJe8 ana lettei'a will be pg,blilbed and
edited at lhedilcretionottbeiditon..Tollellda sam-
ple copy to • friend, .-J WI hia or her adidrea

Boa K, Lander, W,.mg 82520

)
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a I-oggi ng road

is necessary for safety reasons. ,
Scott Harris, th ird generation Harris'

owner of the resort, agree. that his section
needs to be relocated. The subject of con-
trover-sy is where to put the road.
The Forest Service propose. to build the

road across the Burgdorf property follow-
ing approximately the route of an old
bypass road, used briefly between
1967-1969. Harris wants the road rerouted
further away from Burgdorf - west and
BOUth on the opposite side of Lake Creek,
following, in part, the route of an existing '!
l<tging road. (See map.) Creek. They found each of the. newly sur- fense on non-compliance with the National

veyed routes undesirable because of the' Environmental Policy Act ~ Sec-
REDUCING HISTORICAL VALUE swampy meadow. Again, the Forest Ser- tion 102 (c) ofNEPArequire.f .... agen-
Since 1969 Harris has repeatedly re- vice focused on the one route it had found cies to prepare an environmental impact

sisted efforts by the Forest Service to ac- acceptable all along, the one following the statement on "major federal actions sig-
quire a 66 foot wide right-of-way along the old bypass road. nifican tly affecting the qual ity of ther--------~-------.,old bypass road. He feels that a two-lane Failing to reach a compromise, condem- human environment" The Forest Service
paved road would bring additional volumes nation proceedings were initiated by the argues that constructing' such a smail seg-
·of traffic into the Burgdorf area, thereby Forest Service. mentof'rced isnota "majorfederal action."
reducing its historical value. Bill Meiners tartly replies, "They're
"I would like to create a footpath from my HISTORICAL DESIGNATION spending a million bucks - that's pretty

proposed route across the meadow into the major."
historical site. I believe that keeping traffic On April 14, 1972, Burgdorf was ofTi- Meanwhile, contract bids for the 13-mile
as far as possible from Burgdorf will- en- cially designated a national historic site. Burgdorf road went out the fb-st part of
hance .the experience," says Harris. This designation gave Harris a new ace to May. Construction is scheduled to begin
Harris proposes to re-create the lifestyle play.· Under the National Historic Preser- about July 1, unless Harris wins in court.

of the late 19th century, including electric- vation Act, all federal agencies must con- .
ity from a Pelton wheel (circa 1870) and suIt the National Advisory Council onHis-
fanning with horses. He has already recon- toric Preservation before taking any action
strueted 12-15 log buildings and the log hot that could alter the character rf a historic While the ForestService has labeled the
.pring.pool. Scott eventually envisage. an site. road multi-purpose, meaning all forms of
in-residentcommunitysharingitslifestyle In February 1974, Harris contacted the traffic will use it, it hasquite frankly ad-
with visitors, a living historical sight council. Subsequently, the council's execu- omitted the new road will make timber re-
The Fore.t Service, since the beginning tive director determined that the Forest moval from the area more economical .

of the con1.-OVerBY, has said relocating the Service'. road proposal would be out of Three large timber sales north and-west of
road along the bypass rood would be the character with Burgdorf's historical set- Burgdorf are scheduled in the next five
moSt economical route. It .aid the roUte ting. He also said tbat the Forest service years and' 200 million board feet are
.suggested by Harris woold require build- had been delinquent in ita responsibility by scheduled fur removal over the road in the
ing two extra bridges to cross Lake Creek, not cmsulting tlte counfiL An on-.ite in- . next 20-30 ·years.
Wouldbe a longer way to pass through the spection· tour and mee~ing at Burgdor( One of theForestService'sjustifications
area, and would .cost an additional were arranged. .for the .new road is that it will increase the
$250,000. Following the tour, the Forest service value of the 'timber in the B!lfgdorf area,

Other problems with H.ms' pr",osed '·made rec(lJ\meildatwna which it felt would thereby bringing additional revenue to the
route include crossing swamp1llnds, exces- mitigate any adverse impe.ctofita proposed counties which lie within the.fore.st bound-
sive grades, underground water problems route. The service called for building the ary.
that wouId increBJie slippage in areas ofrosdalongthebypassroute,asitorigiilally The Forest Service figures $150,000 in··
cuta and mis, and an '.ncrease in annUal suggested. However, to make the rood a.. addit~nal revenue will be re~ in the·
maintenan ... costa, llCCU'ding to the FOrest unnoticalile as possible, the service prop, next 29-30 years to !he coun~<XJlpaS-
Service. . . . osed Clll\trollingdust, ml!king the road the .ing the .foi:eBl. Idaho County will be re-
Both Harris imd Bill Meiners, an en- same color -as the axiSting road, and not sponsible for the maintenance of the im- .

viroIimentsl.conSultantbased in Boise, paving the road without the-c.ouIlCil's sp- provEd r~ which has in the past been
question the,Forest Service analysis. Har- proval. Harris maintail1a that all these re- largely· maintained by the timber· com-

... ... ~_=----.I·rissays,"TheoDlyworktheyhavedoneoD commended provisions. were part of the panies. It will receiv~ approximately

by John Bacon

. What is the value of a historical site
nearly 100 year. old? Of a hot springs en-
closed by pine logs?Oflog cabins furnished
with stone fireplaces and handcrafted
knotty pine furnitore? What is it worth to
preserve such a place and to recreate the
environment which gave it birth?
The National Historical Site of Burgdorf,

sin ce the 1870s a welcome resting spot for
weary travelers in Idaho, now is the center
of a bitter controversy over a 13 mile road
proposed by the U.S. Forest Service.
Surrounded by the Payette National

Forest, central Idaho's oldest resort lies in
a relatively narrow meadow at an altitude
of 6,100 feet A forest of Indgepole pine
gently wraps around the site. The area is a
haven for diverse forms ofwildlife. To visit
Burgdorf is to experience a unique and
pleasant blend of Western tradition, high
mountain clarity, and the total relaxation
·that comes after a long hot soak.

Tbe homestead Was first settled by Fred
Burgdorf,.a German emigrant woo staked
out the bot springs and the surrounding
meadow. Burgdorf'filted the meadow with
cattle and earned a living, aelling beef·
steaks and hot baths to local miners.

KEY TRACT OF LAND .
The 160 acre. which comprise Burgdorf

happen to occupy a key tract of land in the
Paye.tte. Crossing the property to travel
through the area is virtually a necessity.
The old Lewiston-Warren State Wagon
Road originally crossed the property in the
middle 1800. and still provides the only
means for passing through the Burgdorf
site. Today the one-lane dirt road is used
for removing a. substantial quant.ity of
timber and some mining products and (or
recreational travel.
The section of the road which passes

through Burgdorf makes an abrupt turn..
The Forest Service feels realignment of
this section of their 13 mile proposed road

to Edmonson's Cabin
and Salmon River

I
to Silica Mine••

••••-.•••••••'.•\••\•••.\
\

Burgdorf
Homestead
(160 eeres)

••••
. to Burgdorf Junction

andMeCall

•••••• prop-' Forest.Servic& roUte .
(old »y-pass 1'O$d)

poposed Harris route

uiating road

.....

•

WHAT'S ITWOR1H? The Burgdorf National Hisloric Site is the scene of a
contl-oversy over Forest Service road improvemen~. Upgradu.g a road for
timber·removal elose to B~orf could degrade the hiatoric setting, critic.
say. The Burgdorfsite has cabins and a log-lined hot springs pool. Photo by
Ken Allard. .. ,

the west side of Lake Creek te to dig two
two-foot deep test holes for soil samples."
Noting that it found Harris' proposed

route unacceptable for the above reasons,
the Forest Service surveyed. several other
routes between- the town site and- Lake

Burgdorf?
Forest Service plan prior to the council's
tour. . I

The council agreed to the recommenda-
tions which, in effect, voithdrew the last
obstacle to condemnation. •
Of the advisory council meet' Burg-

dorf, Harris says, "The real impact is the
increase in the traffic which will be
brought by the new road, and that was not
sufficien tly addressed at the meeting."

, .
BURGDORF IN COURT

When the Forest Service initiated con-
...,demnB.tion proceedings, Harris filed a
counter suit in U.S: District Court to stop
the action. Harris argued that the condem-
nation was illegal because the Forest Ser-
vice had not followed the letter of the law.
The service had failed to consult the his-
toric advisory council.
InNovember 1974, U.S. District Judge

Blaine Anderson ruled that the Forest Ser-
vice had acted illegally. The decision was a
precedent-setting one because it was the
first federal condemnation action ever
overturned.
The victory 'was short-lived, however.

The case waS re-opened, and in February,
1975, Judge'Anderson dismissed the case
"without prejudice" - a legal way of say-
ing nobndy won.
Since the first coort battle, the historic

advisory council has withdrawn its objec-
tions and the ForestServicehasfiled a new
condemnation declaration.
This time Harris is basing Burgdorf's de-

.Whatwill it cost in time and effort to preserve
apart of Idaho's heritage? ,.

\

,
WHO BENEFITS? WHO PAYS?



June 4, 1976 - High Cciuntry News-5surrounding mountains' to intenaive.
timber management?
Wbat are we going to do with the in-

creased recreation traffic this road will
bring? What will itcost in time and effort to
preserve a part of Idaho's heritage?
These are a few of the questions we must

ask. Some of them are difficult to answer.
But when I soak in that hot Iog-enclosed
pool, and gaze at the hand-hewn cahins and
skillfully crafted hotel, I know it is worth
something. A part of me has lived there,
helped build the stone fireplace, hauled
logs by liorse team, carved furniture, laid
wooden walks. And when I leave, a part of
me remains.

Whatever your feelings on this issue,
your input is needed quickly. You may
write to the following:
Vern Hamre, Regional Forester
Federal Office.Building
-25th Street
Ogden, Utah 84401

It is an obvious boondoggle, an extravagant
use of tax moneyas a subsidy to timber removal.

-The Idaho Statesman Bin Sendt, Supervisor
Payette National Forest
McCall, Idaho 83638-,

The Idaho Statesman, Idaho's largest
newspaper has said editorially of the road,"
"It is an obvious boondoggle, an extravag-
ent use of tax money as a subsidy to timber
removal."
And Bill Meiners comments, "They ate

spending $1,200,000 to build a 13 mile sec:
tion ofroad that essentially dead ends (goes-
to one lane dirt) and has access only four
months a year. And, all explanations to the
contrary, is primarily a timber road."
The Forest Service not only sees the _

proposed 13 mile road as an advantage to
timber removal but asa meansofproviding
an improved transportation system to the
public. Forest Supervisor Bill Sendt says
there is a-great demand. for providing for
the needs of recreational travel.
"We realize this road (Burgdorf road)

will bring mote people, but one of the
philosophies of the Forest Service is to pro-
vide the greatest good to the greatest
number," says Sendt.

$50,000 in additional revenue over the
next 20-30 years to provide road mainte-
nance for a new road already anticipated to
cost $160,000 to maintain,
wru:'-'l pick up the extra cost? The tax-

payer~daho County.

-Sen. Frank Church
No. 245
Russell Office Bldg.
Waahington; D.C. 20510

Sen. James McClure
No~2106
Dirksen Office Bldg.
Waahington, D.C. 20510

, TIMBER QUOT~

The amount of timber to be sold in the
next five years in theWarren Planning
Unit of the Payette National Forest (which
includes the Burgdorf area) is 300% more
than the amount harvested in the previous
five-year plan. This increased volume c#
timber is- the main reason for improving
the road, according to Harris.
The en tire Warren Land Use plan is

under administrative appeal by the Sierra
Club. This appeal could alter the cutting
schedule and reduce the need for improv-
ing th~ road, if it succeeds.
The Forest Service argues that the road

improvements will benefit more than the
loggers. butcriticssaythe agency ishiding
its true. intent behind a "multi-purpose
mask.
Ed Heikkenen, a Payette district ranger

from 1962-1971, says, "They only want to
push through the road for one reason and
that is logging."

Scott Harris -
16 So. 11th
Payette, Idaho 83661

John Bacon is a freelance writer living
in Fruitvale, Idaho,

Idaho voters say
Jno' to coo I piantWHAT IS BURGDORF WORTH?

what is Burgdorf worth? Is it wo~ an
extra $250,000 in construction costs to.
change the road site? Is it worth the effort
to prepare an environmental impact.
s~tement? Is it worth .not opening up the

E';ceeding their own Wildest expecta-
tions,' citizen groups in Idaho feel they
have stopped a 1,000 megawart ccal-fired
power plant proposed for a site ·south of
Boise.
. A recent advisory vote taken in three
counties near the site shows that most
voters opposeIdaho Power Co.'s Pioneer
plant. A researcher for the anti-plant
forces, Cliff Bradley, believes, "We have
beat them in the hearings, toe. The
three-eounty vote is just icing 'on the
cake."

"We did .;.;" groundwork better than
the power companies did," says Bradley.
His group, Citizens for Alternatives to
Pioneer, has been working on an educa-
tional campaign.on the power plant issue
for two years. Their .long-term, low
budget approach worked better than \h~
utility's expensive advertising blitz,
Bradley believes. '

The Pioneer plant is not stopped yet,
however. Hearings before the Public
Utilities Commiseion are still in session.
The president of the PUC says that the
vote "will be of some guidance," but that
the PUC is required by law to act on evi-
dence presented at puhhc- hearings. The
-fmal round of hearings is expected t1iis

Two groups sue but won't stoP~':~~=O==~~h~~~
- , . Canyon, (cOllllideredto be the most con·

construction of -Wheatland .plont -~t~:';;;':;:"n:.:::::>~~~.:.=
ElmOre, where 80% were opposed. EI-

had failed to do anything about the threat more County would be downwind from
to the agricultural economy, . Pioneer. '
_Two other _suits have been med in con- In urbanized Ads County, which in·

nection with the case. The state of Neb- clwlestheplilntsite24 milessoutheastof
raska and-the state of Wyoming both rued - Boise, 56% of the- voters op~ the
suit againSt the U.S, Army CorpS of. En- ,plant. . .
gineers, which .must approve the Grey Two issues which swayed many voters
Rocks ~oir on the Laramie River as were expected rate increases and pOssible-
part of the power plant pfqject. air pollution.
Nebraska wanta to maintain the status Plant oppOnents say that accmling to

quo on waterlIows in the _North Platte the utility's own figurtl.\! a 250% rate in-
River. w.yoming's suit is broader in sc..,.,. creaee is possible, Idaho Power contends
It is challenging the federal government's that this figure _is"blown out of prq>cn:- '
jurisdiction, over certain waters under-t\.1~ tion," The figure is ~ on lo.ng range
Federal W-a4>r Pollution Control ACt. expansion propooaIe. The Rioneer plant
WYOmingasks that-~hecorps' hearing-on -alone wouldon1y mean a_37% increased
the Grey Rocks Reservoir be.declared null in rates, utility officials say, ,
and void. ,Sulfur dioxide and flouride emissionS
\' Wigington says that as far as he knows, were the m'lior air issuee. Prqjectedemis- ,
neither of the states are seeking injunc~ sion\. cmised \he Ads _Cow;>tyMedical
tions to slow the prqject. Soclety to taks a public standagainstthe

plant.
Bradley says the plant became, ~ social

issue of widespread public interest after
-_an independen t study for the PUC re-
vealed that Idaho didn't really need the
entire'I,OOO megawatts proposed. Tes-
timony presen ted to the PUC in February
showed that Idaho Power's growth pro-
jections were higher than those made by
an independent consulting firm. -The
firm, Arthur D. Little, Inc., said that, as-
suming no major changes in the state's
energy policies, Idaho-would need a 500
'megawatt power plant in 1981. An addi- _
"tional 500 megawatts of generating
capacity wouldn't be necessary until at
least 1985, according to the study. Idaho
Power plans to have one"500 megawatt
unit at Pioneer in operation in 1981 and
the second in 1983.
Although they believe 'they have al-

"There is an underlying
current emerging. Idaho
does not want a lot of

_~...1. ",groWWl.

, PEAC EFUL SETI1NG:The Burgdorfhistoric site and_the eidsting one-lane
dirt road. . , Photo by Scott Harris.

mlllt won the fIrSt -battle, hard- wOrk is
ahead, opponenta of the plant say.Uthe
'plant is turl!ed down, they'll be -mag
.rate reform and energy -conservation to
mSke sure that Idaho Power'spredictiona
about electricity demand don'tcorne true,
says Debbie Kuehl, coordinator <ICiti-
.... s for Alternativss to. PiOneer, 4 -

Cliff Bradley sayS he hopes the state
win begin to take a critical look at pr0p-
osed desert land sn1zy fsrminK prqecte.
Wbi1e mBssiVeirrigatio.nprqjecta' pumpa
-will inc:reaas the detn8lid for JIIIWIlr,they
will also reduce the 8Uwly of power by
drsining water away fiun hydroelectric
p~downstresm on the Snake River.,
Kuehl sees the recent vo"'·as a sip

that the state is becking awayfiun rapid
growth. Although i,n its advertising cam-
paignldahi> Power told vollllrsthst voting-

. against the plant might mean "freezing
in the dark," mlll£ vo~ appai-ently
weren't susceptible to such threats.
''There is anundsrlying current emerlf-
ing'" says Kuehl. "Idaho does DOtwant a

. lot of growth." - .

T_woWyoming environmental groups
are appealing the recent decision of the
Wyoming Industrial Siting Council ap-
proving -a coal·fired po~er plant near
Wheatland, Wyo. However, the two groups
have decided not to seek -an injunction to_
hold off cinstruction of the 1,500 ,megawatt
.plant. ,. '

Robert Wigirigton of the Powder Riv~
Basin Resource Council (PRBRC) exp-
lained that Missouri Basin ·Power Prqject
(MBPP), which priJposed the plant, win
have to decide whether or not to proceed
with ctAuction. Prior to announcement
oftlill~_ MBPP had"said construction
would begin in July.'

"

Laramie River Conservation CouncH
Chainnan Tyler Dodge said his groUP of
Wheatland area rancllers and farmers felt
forced to appeal because tlie siting council

I
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Wilderness. .:
(ccntinued from page 1) _

a thousand new backpackers off the street
who.rush out and buy freeze dried awful
burgers, backpacks, sleeping bags, etc"
and bUsafully tromp off into Diablo solely
because they read a newspaper article
about its designation,

And after Ute formerly unknown and
unused Diablo Bedlands Wilderneas gets
some use from. the regular users of
Paradise Meadows, the chances are that
most of these people will gp back to their
old stomping grounds. in 'Paradise .
Meadows, '

Aldo Leopold wrote, "The richest values
'of wilderness lie not in, the days of Daniel
Boone, nor even in the present, but rather
in: flu;; future."
.We might add that the heaviest use of

- wilderness alsi Jies in the future, People
need wilderness. People in a modern,
urban, industrial, artificial, stressful envi-
ronment especially need wilderness, Wil- .
derness recreation will. grow as' it has'
--grown in the last several years, Official
wilderness designation, fortunately'. gives .
the land manager greater author-tty to con-
trol that use.
... But it aIS) means that we need more
wilderness areas, Only one-half of one per
cent of the nation's land area is presently
protected as wilderness. Five per cent or
.more, however, is in a wilderness condi-
tion. We needto protect as much of this de
facto wilderness as possible so there will be
adequate wilderness in the future.
Another consideration along this line is

that wilderness areas are fairly uncommon
now. Putting the name wilderness area on
a place sets it apart, It says to the fellow
looking at a-map, "This is something spe-
cial." ,
But eur-wilderness-system isjustbegin-"

fiing, There are only 127 wilder-ness areas
in the United States, When the wilderness
system is completed, Uterowill be well over
1,000 (maybe 2,(00) wilderness areas, The
name will not be uncommon anymore.
Wilderness areas will range from two acre
islands off the Ohio shore in Lake Erie to
whole ecosystems of 10 million acres- in
Alaska. The name wilderness area will

- have lost its novelty,

PROPERLY MANAGED?

_ The real problem with over-use in a few
wilderness areas lies in poor wilderness
management by theadminiatering agency,
Manage wilderneSs?! Isn't wilderness

~:~~"W';
;.: j', :" ~.
- ~- ,

To MARK OR NOT TO MARK? In
heavlly used wilderness areas, one
m_gemen.ttoolmightbefOj>lacen'!
trail slgns. This is not practical' or
even desirable for many areas, but It
eoald be used to limit use in some
espee1a1ly fragile ar\!B8.

•

Line R~ T.",.

,
supposed to be Jeft alone? Isn't that l"hat
it's all about?
The purpose of wilderneSs management

should be to allow the natural ecological
proce .... free rein - but to control, ad-
minister, and manage the human use. AU
other uses should be secondary to protect-
ing' the basic wilderness resource, Wilder-
neasrecreation should be permitted in wil-
derness until it shows signs of adversely
impacting the resource. Ifan area is being
over-used by-recreationiats, then permits,

,
Itwill take enlightened management to pro-

tect wilderness from recreational abuse.

.:WHATIS THEALTER~.~JP

There is, of course, only' one long-range
~alternative to wilderness designation for a
wild"area - and that is development. Roa
construction, cutting of marginal timber,
off,rood vehic1euse, dams, ski areas. With
the innumerable development pressures
.rising, wild c.ountry cannot remain wild
long without official legal protection as
wilderness. '
So, even if the Designation-Over-use Ar-

gument were valid, our choice is:
1) Designate it as wilderness and have

more vibram soles walk over part of it, or;
2) Don't designate it and in 10 or 20 years

at the maximum have it timbered, reeded,
tion is not based in fact. flooded' by dams, or have thundering
Even more outrageous is the past policy hordes of knobby tires run over it.

of some supervisors to let management I Wouldn't it be possible just to protect an
practices in Forest Service primitive areas area administratively as a special man·
deteriorate completely in order to cause ill agement unit to preserve .its wildneS:f in-
feelings on the part ofJocai citizens toward stead of going through the Congre88ional
any future wilderness designation. wilderness designation process? Back ,in
A classic case of this occu~ in the thel92Osand'30swhentheForestService

Cloud Peak Primitive "'rea of Wyoming, Wilderness System was being set up ad-
-Many year.s ago one of the past forest ministratively, this was th~ idea. But wil-
supervisors took out all bridges, culverts" derness conservationists soon found out
a~deven trail mark~rs-6ayingthatthese that an 'area administratively designated
. "structures" ".'ere not allowed in 'Yilder- could be administratively declassified.- As
nesS areas. Thesupervisor blamed iton the an example, the ForestSe~vice established
Cloud Peak Wildernes~, ~which is not yet a Gila Wilderness of nearly 1 million acres
wilderness area by law) and aroused quite in 1924, but by 1952 were proposing to cut
a bit on animosity: Meanwhile, manage- _ it down to 375,000 acres. This' was the
ment went downhill -':" causing local folks whole purpose of the Wilderne88 Act - to

The riche~t values ofwilderness lie notg.
days of Damel Boone,nor even in the pFesent,
but rather in the future. -. AldoLeopold

have proved helpful in dispersal of use,
Some forest supervisors have deliber-

ately twisted the intent of the Wilder~ess
Act. The act requires management otwil-
derness use, but they say.that Ute act does,
not allow them to manage. This interpreta-·

HEAVY USE. The Indian Peaks area of Colorado-is receiving. heavy use
even though it has not been designated a. a wildern .... Photo by J.eanne
HemphilL .

res1rictions, and 'other controls must be in-
stituted, If an area is badlydarnaged or
very fragile, it may be necessary to.prohibit
all use in the area for a perdod of time or
strictly cut use back to a minimum.
None of us like. the heavy hand <i.gov-

enu:n,:mt in our libertarian wi1~erness ex-
periences, ,but some c'ontrol is the price we
are going to have to pay if we are to have
wilderness. The degree of freedom one can
have is inversely proportional to popula-
tion density. .
I can beallowOda much greater degree of

freedom where I live in Catro!": Coun~y,
N,M" (7,000 square,miles, 2,000 people)
th8ll. in the heart of Manhattan, The same'
applies to wilderness.
Of course, agen.cies should develop effec-

tive, ,convenient. and non-tyrannical
'methods of controlling wilderness reCrea-
tion. Trail-bead education methods, such
as identifying heavily used sites on dis;
plays and encouraging more dispersed use
in little used portions, have been effective,
Also, wilderneas .rangers and volunteers

\
\

to think, "Well, if things are this bad in a
primitive 'area, don't make it worse by
making It d wilderness area." _
. Another way agencies can help is by not
advertising wilderness areas~ilderness
designation cannot be done' cat, but
dedication ceremonies, brochur ,signs b,¥-
the h ighw ay, and newspaper' articles are
not always necessary. Theagenciesseem to
have gone out of their way to publicize
some areas - thus attracting more use.
Similarly, the managing agency can

keep access poor to trail heads, publish no
visiter maps, place no trail signs, maintain
few or no trails, or construct no trails, for
that matter. Naturally, this is not practical
or even desirable' for many areas, but it
could be used to limit use in some - espe-
cially fragile areas. .
With increasing use, wilderness man-

ners and ethics are going to have to be
refined and enforced. The agencies should
instruct wilderness recreat.iontots in
proper use. National and loci! conserve-
tion groups should be heavily- involved in
this. Sierra Club and Wilderness Society
outings should set an exemplary standard
of quality wilderness use (as they unfortu-
nately have not done). Recreationists who
abuse wilderness should be fined, jailed,
prohibited from using wilderness, or
otherwise punished.

We must also realize that the art (or sci-
ence?) of wildernessmanagement is at a
very' primitive level. Wilderness managers
have not had long to develop the techni-
.ques and tools they need to effectively con-
trolrecreation (and otherfuse. As the art of
wilderness management improves (as it
will substantially), we will see less human
impact. It is also important to note that
little money or manpower has been availa-
ble for wildernessenanegemen t in the past.



roost with two eagles. Actually they flew and a slice ensceneryunequaledailywhere.
"... ;)'"1--':' ",outaway from my approach, circling round. , .Bcme cpeeple discover the wilderness

With this understanding of the various In the wintertime, wilderness expands. and down into the valley below. It had through a Ugroup" experience such as Out-
pos,.q.s and policies of our federal land Life burrows under it or moves to it's taken mestofa morning to reach the pass. ward Bound. Some discover it through sol-
m ' ng agencies, it is without question fringes. And' across its surface solitude It had taken me three hours en hiking itary backpacking or backpacking with a
that wilderness, protected by law _ not stretches, languid as a sleeping cat. through windfall and wild pine, dcrossing few friends. Someneverdisc;overit through
backcountry or special management units In the summer, the land contracts; be- high meadow tupdra and glacial melt, of experience, but hold it as that ultimate '
_ is theonly real protection for wild lands., cernes civilized. Trails cross and recross it. climbingjagged rocks and falling rocks and "loophole" in the back of their mind; that

Now, as much as I would like to have the Horsebackers and hikers probe its depths, rocks that hUDg on like glue to the moss unentered space, that final shut door
entire Gila Wilderness for my exclusive Roads'loop round its borders. And suddenly and I to them to reach the pass, and the heyond which the m~-made intrusions of
personal use, I realize that the Gila and the .two very different worlds collide. eagles' roost. Beyond and above me was society never enter.·
important additions we are proposing to it From the outside, comes man, strapped blue sky and the tips of two peaks. Below, And in each case, the responsibility fer
must have other friends. We lost Glen Ca- to his latest technology, modern and in the next valley was a small blue-black its preservation remains the same: with .
uyon to a reservoir on the Colorado River .mobile. He moves along the trails with all' lake and not a sign of-a trail to it. the individual. Call it the protective cus-
because it was the "Place No. One Knew," the composite longings of a Mayflower pil- Although I had never seen the lake be- tody of conseienee, It is a consciousness
Those few who did "no GI C . D . I fore, I was struck by the similarity of its that can cause one to travel through an

. l' l\. W . en anyan ,grim, BTIle Boone, and everyman's
surely would have preferred to share it Madison-Avenue-Image of The Outdoors- setting and that of an isolated lake I had unknown valley and leave it unmarked.
with others than to have lost it forever man. Freed froni the restrictions of society, read about a fewweeks before in Colorado That. can make one tum from a campsite
under the silent waters of Lake Powell. If he alone is the rule-maker, the ruler. ' Outdoors. . and leave it as it was found. Thatcanmake
presen tly unprotected wild lands are to be "There was nary a sign of a fireplace, one speak of that scenery and solitude, yet
preserved as wilderness, they are going to Down the trail, the wilderness waits: - campsite, not even a stump left by an axe-: keep secret the wild places that' one hopes
have to receive some use, because that is rugged, primitive, immobile yet fluid, en- man ... there wasn't even a faint trail left will never have a trail to them.
the only way people will know that there is during yet infinitely fragile. ' by fishermen along the water's edge, no' Without that consciousness, nature be-

.aometh ing worth preserving there. It's the And the outcome? bait cans or rusty tin cans, nothing .. _.. n comes highly vulnerable, that isolated
price we have to pay. At its most beneficial, a stirring within Fr.om that first view, the-writer went on land under the shadow of the foot of man.

So, does official wilderness designation man called conscience' At its worst: con- to provide a trail description of, how to Below my rockY perch that day.lay a wild
cause an area to be overrun with people? qu,~s~ " , ". reach it. I read it with interest, and ssd- valley that had been protected by more
Maybe _ in a few cases. But many wilder- It s the ultimate human dilemma, Ia- ness -.F01'I knew that with human impact, than legialation. For I had no doobt that
ness areas aren't overused and those that' ments writer J. A. Ziwska, "that man de- the vision of wildness the writer ,had there had been others through the area.
are probably would be. regardless of any strOY:that which has the most meaning to shared would never again be the same. But they had traveled without "tracks." .
formal designation, ,h1ll\, And we catalogne the results: the Yet here I was, perched on the ~ of a . Descendin~ the pass ~at afternoon, alid-

In all .cases, it will take enl ightened pollution of mountain lakes, the overgraz- world like the one described. Below me was lUg down a n~let of disrupted rock, I felt
management to protect wilderness 'from I~gand overcrowdmg .of popular camp- a wild area, a throWback,.a place that ac- the vulnerability of the I.and. I felt the
recreational ahuse. The alternative to wil- s,tes, the erodmg of trails and meadows. cording to some had been totally van- shadow ofm.yo~nfootfargmg a path down
derness designation is development which Wilde~ness protected. Yet by ·its very de- quished, But it was there, hoolied to the theCmlo~nt!l~side, . .
will destroy all aspects of wilderness. sIgllStIon, hIghly vulnerable. eagles' circling gaze, and nUne. . al It WIshful thm.king, that hope. fI,or

~

Why? Because wilderness is that last th f wild I B ttl
. '. . Oasis, th at pro.tected reserve of natural re- ' And Ifelt a kinship to the eagles, a lirik e "."""anance 0 ? P aces. ~ 1 m·

to them, and to the others that had circled gers m us all. Why. Because there s a need
" ,," sources where man can feel a link to the the area silently. Far I had no doubt that m all of us to feel the lure of the unknown.

, (~ . past, and feel that slow, immiitable pull to. there ha.d been others, other backpackers Because thoere's a part of us, that reels dis·
. -=::::", ..",~ the future. It is that meager handful of -,~ th of--' Bthrough the area, I waS too close to civiliza. co.w~ •• WI an excess .wuuOrt'. ecau~

land, perhaps two per cent of our total con- tion for it to have.heen entirely overlooked. there s a challenge, csliit self-rehance, m
D Fo·m . fi Id tat' tim,ous slates that is defined like th·e th t to th t ked ledave re an IS a ,e represen IVe ~- But there were no signs. No visible signa. e re urn . a unmar ,unpeop

for the Wilderness Society ill the South- leaves, stems, petals ·ofa solitary . place, thatsohtary SPacecalled wilderness.
west. He can be reached at Box 38, Glen-. wildflower. Defined by its impact upon our Nar would I make any myself. ~rewas And in that isolation, the BurVWaloCwiI·
wood, N.M. 88039. senses. . no way down except down the way I had derne ... depends not only on Mother N.
~_--,,'- -'-___ A few seasons agn I shared a .cliffaide . come. And so I settled backfara brief lunch .ture, but on the nature en man, .

remove wilderness protection from whim-
sical decisions of administrators and give it
the long-term .protection only the force of
law can confer-'

Besides the ultiinate fate of a wild land
area being lost to development, there is
another side-issue: A friendly, trustworthy
forest supervisor promises the local folks
that he will keep the DiahloBadlandswild,
not •. Wild.erness designation, but by
"qu protecting" the .area by adminis-
trative powers. No matter how well inten-
tioned the landmanager may be, sooner· or
later he will retire, quit, or be transferred.
His honorable policies will very likely dis-
appear with him. The Wilderness Act
guaran tees continuity of policy.

There is one major federal land agency
that has no legal instrument designed for
including areas in the Wilderness System.
The Bureau of Land Manageinent, which
administers vast acreages of wild country,
is riot under the jurisdiction of the Wilder-
ness Act. Until a BLM Organic Act with a
wilderness provision is passed. the BLM
will remain outside the law. This means
two things: 1) The best we can do is get an
area protected by the administrative de-.
signation termed primitive area. 2) A
primitive area offers no guarantee of pro-
tection by law .
. Some influential U.S. Senators feel that
lands in the National Park System don't.
need wilderness protection. They feel that
park managers are doing a fine job protect-
ing wild lands and wilderness designation
only serves to duplicate efforts and hamper
"flexibility. "
It should be noted that park service per-

sonnel want wilderness designation in
their parks. Wilderness status serves to
reinforce the protective policies of thepark
service and gu.arantee that management
"flexibility" won't be allowed to alter wil-
derness lands in the future.

ONLY REAL PROTECTION

. -Photo of Leg Laigl in the PopoAglePrlmitlveAreain Wyoming by Charles Smith.

Will man destroy' his
by Alexis Parks

•
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Gary Neely lowers a plankton sampler in Crescent Lake in the Bridger Wllderness .•
Wyoming Game and Fish Department photo by Greg Ray.

by Gregory T. Ray

For four year ... Pinedale, Wyo., man
has made the Bridger Wilderness his
'summer home -leaving the upper reaches
of this rocky, barren wilderness only for
brieffour-day rest periods and then return-
ing to the back country,
Moving slowly and methodically 'from

lake-to-lake and from stream-to-stream,
this man has .seen more of this
383,300-acre wilderness infour years than
most people would see in a lifetime.
To Ralph Hudelson, the journey through

the wilderness has not only been a labor of
love, but actually psrt of his job as project
leader of a special Bridger Wilderness'
High Mountain Lake and.Stream Survey,

Stretching along the western face of the
Wind River Range, the Bridger Wilderness
is one of five designated wilderness areas
in Wyoming. The increasing popularity of
the area led fisheries personnel in the
1960s to begin plans for an exhaustive SUf-

vey of the entire Bridger WildernesS.
. Infonnation was lacking on the actual
number eX lakes and streams in this 'area,
and fisheries personnel needed more in-
formation on the fish species presen ~in the
lakes and streams as well as data on physi-
cal features of the waters themselves.
The idea was to assess past management

programs, presen t lake and stream poteh-
tial, and future management goals.
.Work-on the extensive seven-year sur-

veybegan in 1969 after the state Game and
..... "" ...... ...-.......-- _.'o"~ .....-......... l'

RT E4-V2

survey olobor ofh
Fish Department and the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice -outlined a long-term cocpe rat.ive I

.study.
Extending from the subalpine zone at

about 7,500 feet, the wilderness pushes
prcgreseively upwards to a culmination at
the crest of Gannett Peak at 13,804 feet.
However, most of the lakes and streams in
the Bridger Wilderness are found between
9,000 and 11,OQO feet.,

1,300 LAKES

Here, nestled in a region of intensive
glacial scouring and delicate alpine tundra
lie some 1,300 wilderness lakes ranging in
size from runoff Potholes to the l60-acre
wilderness giant known as Seneca. Con-
necting this assortment of lakes is an ex-
tensive system of mountain streams
stretching a total of 515 miles through the
wilderness.
Itwas hoped initially that the massive

wilderness survey would somewhere turn
up the rare Colorado River subspecies of
cutthroat trout. Closely related to the Yel-
lowstone .cutthrcat, the Colorado River
variety. easily hybridizes with its cousin,
making it difficult to find pure strains of
the subspecies. So far no pure strains have
been found.
With' few exceptions, most of the lakes in

the Bridger Wilderness-were at one time
void of fish. Many of the fish species pres-
ent are the result of plants made in

l

the
early 1900s, first by single individuals and
outfitters eager -to see fisheries estab-
lished; and then later by U.S. Forest Ser-
vice and Game and Fish personnel.
Unfortunately, many ofthe earlyplants,

though well-intentioned, have limited the
type of fisheries' management that can be

Fishing in a bigb mountain Iake In the Wind River Range in Wyoming. HCN photo 6yTom Bell.

'I

\
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Sizzling trout and',wood smoke.
Photo by the Idaho Fishand Game De-
partment.

applied in many of the lakesand have re-
sulted in substantial h)i>ridization.Back
country fishermen, foremmple,might pull
out a rainbow-cutthroater rainbow-golden
cross ..
Due to their inabil itytocompete, golden

trout are perhaps one of the most vulnera-
ble fish in this delicate wilderness ecosys-
te~ and cari be lost foreverif rainbow or
cutthroat trout are stockedin the same
water. ~ .
Also ofconcern is theabundanceof brook

trout in the wilderness lakes.A highly pro-
lific fish, brook trout can multiply so
quickly they eventually crowd out other
fish and even themselves, leading to

.\ ~stunted . and heavy over ~-
tions. Tr~ through the strea et-
work, brook trout can also invade other
waters leading to Iurtheneontamination of
fish species.

STOCKING DE-EMPHASIZED

One of the major reasma for the Bridger
survey was to inventory the lakes and
streams to find out exactlywhat species
.inhabit each of the waters and prevent
such species contamtnaten and hybridiza-
tion in any future plants.
AlB) taken in to accountis that various

trout require specific types .of aquatic
.habitat and planting f,s, in a lake that
lacked such habitat wouldbe unproduc-
tive. I

Itwas found from SD81yzingstomach
contents that golden trou~ for example,
prefer two types of plankton (tiny animal
and plant life) even though many other
types of food may be available.
Yellowstone cutthroats, which form the

bulk of the wilderncssfshery, appear to be
best adapted to wilderness living, though
the Game and Fish Department has had
good success stocking goldentrout near the
head waters of major drainageswhere risk
of contamination from otherfish species is
minimal. Golden can noWbefound in 25-30
lakes in the Bridger WUaerness.
Although golden and cutthroat account

for a majority of the roo stocked in the ,.
wilderne~ook trout3l'e still stockr"Z. 1
waters~e.there.islitt1eor no chan~
them to escape and contaminate other wat-
ers. -
Due largely to the rugged terrain and

high costs, fish stocking in wilderness
lakes is being de-emphBsized, and man-



,

love'
agement in recent years has been geared to
natural reproduction or in some cases
'stocking toestablieh natural reproduction.

FEW HUNGRY LUNKERS

Although a Forest Service study showed
a majority of the wilderness travelers ven-
.ture into the mountains in search of high
country fishing waters, Hudelson cautions
that individuals must accept the wilder-
ness for what it is and not be lured into
thinking hungry lunkers lie waiting in
every fishing hole.
"Wilderness visitors should accept what

they find and not expect to fmd trophy fish
in every water," said Hudelson. The wil-
.derness veteran added, however, that the.
Game and Fish Department is trying to
estsblish trophy fishing waters in each of
the five management units in thewilder-
ness. ill

In such waters, anglers would have an
opportunity to catch larger-than-average
fish; though the number offish caught per
hour might be low.
For 'EDme oftenunexplainedreason a few

lakes have a relatively low reproduction
rate, but have a high growth rate, creating
lakes with limited populations, but larger
than everege fish.

Ralph Hudelson:(rlght) records fish data while Gsry Neely a~t) readsolflhe weights. Wyoming
Game an_d Fish D_rtment photo tiy Greg Ray.

TREMENDOUS VARIATlON

While the Bridger Wilderness survey,
which is now completed, uncovered a ..'
wealth of information on the size and -type

_of fish inhabiting the watery depths of wil-
derness lakes, it has also uncovered fas-
cinating information about the lakes
themselves.
The study of the Bridger Wilderness

lakes and streams was broken into four
types of surveys ranging from striotly ob-
servation to extremely detailed analysis of
the water chemistry. aquatic organisms,
spawning potential, rate ofwater exchange
and lake depth.
Perhaps most interesting of all is the

tremendous variation in depth of the high'
alpine lakes. Wilderness waters range
from shallow runoff catch basins to the 245
feet deep Seneca Lake .
.It is thought Bear Lake might be even

deeper than this, but an electricsl failure
in his sonar equipment last year prevented
Hudelson from checking the lake's depth,
Several years ago Hudelson says one of

the fisheries biologists attempted to get a
relative idea of the Bear Lake's depth using
a specially-marked "hand line"; however,
50 feet from the shore the' 200 foot line
would no longer touch bottom - leaving
the depth ofthe lake still awatery mystery.
The Bridger Wilderness eurveyhaabeen

an exhausting task for seven long years. A
- crew of three inen packed. into the high
country for 10 days at a time - carrying
specialized equipment along-with a rubber
raft, by horseback when possible, and at
other times via backpack.

•

,.

MORE THAN MEMORIES

Sitting in his Pinedale office reviewing
thevaststore of survey data, Hudelson still
has memories of the rocky' peaks gently
disappearing in the fading alpine glow
with the sound ofa lone harmonica drifting
through the mountain cirques .. '
But the, Bridger leade~has brought back

far more than memories. His work and that.
of two other project leaders over the last
seven years represent the most complete
wilderness lake and stream study ever un-
dertaken in Wyoming - a wilderness leg-
acy to be shared by high country visitors for
generations to come.

,
, .Gary Neely heads back to camp 8fter SIOng day surveyiDg lakes and stream& Wyomb,g Game
and Fish Department photo by.Greg Ray. _.. -,

'..
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MARKJrr SAYS CRISIS OVER. A Wall
Slreet Journal analysis of the stock mar- "
ket indicates the energy crisis is over -:- in
the minds of the public. At the time of the
Arab oil embargo, stocks in leisure com-
panies feII drastically while energy stocks
continued rising. Now the situation has re-
versed. Walt Disney stock, which fell 80%
to $16.625, is now back up to $63 a share.
The stock of Coachmen Industries, which
makes recreational vehicles, baa climbed
by 1,560% from its late 1973 low. At the
same time, -energy stocks' popularity has
slipped. Even coal and uranium stock
prices are rising only at the same pace as
the general market. "The stock market
seems to have largely alljusted to a future
that doesn't include Prqject Independence
as a realistic alternative," the Wall Street
Journal says ..

PIPELINE MAY LEAK. An audit of
welds in the Alaska oil pipeline has re-
vealed 1,950. "welding discontinuities."
Alyeska Pipeline Services Oo., the consor-
tium eioil compaiiies building the pipeline,
conducted the audit and is in the process of
correcting 278 of the welds. Associated
Press reporte that if the Interior Depart-
merit orders the company to dig up some
disputed steel pipe welds already buried at
river crossings, the pipeline could he de-
layed by several months. State and federal
overseers disagree with pipeline builders
on the quality of many of the welds. More

. than half r:L the-pipelme is insfalled, sud it
is to be completed Dec; 31.

SOLAR PRIORITIES. The federal gov-
ernment is emp,asizing the wrong type of
solar energy research, according to Dr.
George Lor of the Colorado State Univer-
sity solar energy applications lab. Lei told
the Energy Research and Development
Administration (ERDA) that it should give
top priority to its solar heating and cooling
demonstration program rather than com-
plex schemes to generate electricity from
the sun. Lor recommended increasing the
solar heating and cooling program tenfold
at an ERDA meeting in Denver, according
to the Rocky Mountain News.

WOOD POWER. Green Mountain Power
Corp., a Vermont utility, is considering
building a 50 megawatt power plant that

"burns waste wood for fuel. The utility in-
vestigated coal, oil, and wood and decided
wood was cheaper and cleaner. Wood is re-
newable, has DO sulfur pollution, and isn't
cmtrolled by the Arabs. The plant would
consume 400,000 tons of wood per year -
all r:L it trees and tree parts that would not
be used for lumber, according 10 the As-
sociated Press.

, -

•

SOLAR POWER MAKING SHAKEY DEBUT. The solar·heatedhome shown above, which 'hasn't had a
operating reconl of cOJ!lmerciaDy built solar systems is . chance to prove itSelf yet, is in Gunnison, Colo.
generally poor, says William A. Shurcliff. The new

Solar' homes' costly, easily damaged
I . _

Although he remains optimistic, solar exceed their benefits, Shurcliff says. them young, are involved. Their purses
energy expertWilliam,A.Shurclij'fpaintsa "In most instances, the overall cost ex- may be near-empty; but their smiles are
grim picture of the solar heating inllustry's ceeds the overall benefit by a factor r:L two infectious. They - and this author - are
past record. for producing durable and or three," he say-so"In some instances highly optimistic."
cost-effective products. (where a high technology firm worked The article also contains sections on re-

In a four-day lour ei 12 solar houses, he" against a 60-day deadline) the factor has trofitting, achieving high efficiency, and
found eight had broken glass and leaks of been as high as 10." government regulation of the industry. It
water or moisture. In addition at least 80% In conclusion, Shurcliff notes, "We are is the third in a series of Bulletin articles
of the total rJ: 200 or so solar heated build- still in the romantic, wide open, inventing on solar energy. The Builetin is published
inga that exist today have been un- stage. Thousands of eager people, most of atl020·24 E, 58th St., Chicago, Ill. 60637.
economic, he has found".

Sllurcliff made the observations in the
February issue of the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists. Shurcliff is a physiciat
working full time on solar heating ofbuild-
ings. He is author of Solar Heated BOOd.
ings: A Brief Survey.

,

t

GEOTRERMAL LOANS. Regulations
governing the federal geothermal loan
guarantee program have been issued by
the Energy Research and Developmen t
Administration. The loan guarantees are
set up to encourage loans to geothermal
energy developers by otTering to pay back
lenders m case of default. About $200 mill-
ion in loans is expected to be guaranteed
during the neXt 12 mon1ha. A similar prog-
ram togu8ranQ!e loansforcoal gasificatioli
and oil shale develcpmentispending in the
Houae.

Shurcliff makes it clear that the prob-
lems lie with active solar systems, those
that pump air or water through a solar
collector ,- not passive solar systems,
where the building itself is used to collect
and retain solar heat. Shurcliff says, "A
few schemes seem to me to be genuinely
successful in terms of performance and
cost. Most of the .. are off-beat schemes,
however, which appear crude in some re-
spects, and many architects and builders
have shied away from them,"

In the Bulletin article, Shurcliffpredicts
that within three years many truly
economic schemes for heating new homes
will be available. "But today, to the dismay
of newcomers to the field, there are liter:
ally hundreds of approaches and the race is
neck-and-neck. No one knows which ap-
proach, or which dozen approaches, will
eventually gain a decisive lead," he says.

"The history of the development of ;"1",
heating is replete with tragedies," he says,
"glass_cracking, edge seals failing, tubes'
breaking loose from the metal aheet they
had been soldered 10, pipes becoming clog~
ged, serpentine tubes failing to drain prep-
erly lmd subsequently freezing and burst-
ing, jointa leaking, insulatkm, installed
badly and allowing excessive heat loss, un-
derground insulation becoming water-
logged, rapid corrosion. Parts that hold up
well in winter may deteriorate fast under
the hot summer sun (and under glassl)."

"Mistakes are saldom -publicized, how-
ever," Shurclift'says. "AccOrdingly, new-
comers to the field have frequently re-
peated the mistakes made earlier by
other:s." .

The total costa of most systems today far

Solar exhibit· to.tour in Colorado ,
Residen ts of alleomera of Colorado will

soon have the chance to see solar energy
put to use. The Colorado Solar Energy Ex-
hibit Program will begin touring the state
inmid.Julyand willbeon the road through
the end of the year.

The exhibit, which is a project of the
University of Colorado at Denver, is de-
signed to allow for visitor interaction. In-
cluded will be working models and a com-
munications center to tell about heat.ing
and cooling of buildings; architectural ap-
plications; stored solar energy in winds,
water, and plants; solar thermal conver-
sion; electricity from the- sun (photovol taic
conversion); storing solar energy; "and
energy conservation.

The organizers previously planned on
sending the exhibit around the "country,
but that plan has been at least temporarily
postponed. A statTmember,Jean Webber,
said they received "stacks of letters": from
HCN readers elsewhere in the re~on as a
result of the article in the Dec. 5, 1975,
HCN. However, there was not enough
money to support the nationwide tour, due
partially to the lack"of funding from the.
Energy Research and Development Ad-
ministration (ERDA).

The exhibit has fmancial backing from
many supporters including the National
Science Foundation, the Colorado Centen-
nial Commission, research institutes, and
·several.lIllar and oil companies.

The tour will begin with three weeke in
Denver. It will then travel to other towns
for one or two week stays.

/

As part of the exhibit, a handbook will be
distributed at minimal cost. The booklet
will inform the general public about how to
use solar energy and where to get further
information, technical assistance, and pro-
ducts in Colorado.

The organizers are asking help gather-
ing information on soiar applications in the
state, including costs, system function, and
a brief description of the project. They
would also like to know if the project is
open to visitors at-any time.

The exhibition will open in Denver. in
mid-July at the Museum of Natural His-
tory. Confirmed dates for the tour are Car-
bondale August 1-9, Vail August 11·20,
Durango September 12-18, Greeley Oc-
tober 12-20, and Fort Collins October
31-November 9. Other cities to be visited
include Grand Junction" Steamboat
Spriogs, Pueblo, Alamosa, Sterling, Col-
orado Springs, La Junta, Trinidad, and
Boulder. -

."""~~ ',:, O/P.1/;- "j' /'" fI,l• __ .' . /,. -;c; .J_ .
For further infor,mation, contact

Elizabeth Kingman, director, Solar'
Energy Exhibition Program, University of
Colorado at Denver, 1100 14th St.; Denver,
Colo. 80202. .•

...
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TRAINS CONCERN COLORADO.
Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm bas asked that-a-
study lie made of the impact of coal trains
crossing his state on their way from coal
mines in Wyoming to power plants in the
Southwest, The study, according to Coal by L..., Catterall
Week, would asseas probable delays at Sierra Club Attorney Bruce Terris has
crossings; noise; community disruption; risen to the defense of WyominH Attorney
and the effect on. emergency services such Gen. Frank Mendicino'a performance be-
as fire and Pol ice. Such trains have been fore the U.S. Supreme Court in the club's.
causing problems in W:Itlming. In Rock caseovercoaldevelopmentin tJuiNorthern

'UTAH WINSSHALE. U.S. District Court energy newe .fth. Rocki .. end Great Plains Springs, for instance, a city fire truck must. Great Plains (Sierra Club v. Morton).
JudgeWillisW.Ritterhasruledinfavorcf PLOWSHARE ABANDONED. The be driven to the other-side of the tracks. In a letter to "Reckoning," Terris calls
Utah's claim to 157,000 acres of oil shale- Energy Research and-Development Ad. every time ari ore.train isexpecte<l tocroas our criticism of Mendicino's Sup ..... e
<bearing federal land. The area involved, ministration plans to plug two natural gas town. Court testimony "unwarranted." A lawyer
located in eastern Utah, includes two fed- wells it created with nuclear explosives as NEW PP&L PLANT. Pacific Power and in Terrio's otrice said that while staffers in
eral oil shale lease tracts along the White part of the Plowshare Program. 'The Ruli- Mendicino's otrice were "delighted" with
R· Utah h ~ d 200 000 Light, Co. plans to build a new '500rver. . as eeen ue over , son and Rio Blanco wells in western Col- the letter, they didn't help draft it: "Theyffed all d . it b megawatt or larger coal-fired power plantacreso teller an ever smce I ecamea orado will be plugged with cement this clearedit,butthere"wasnocollaboration."
t te i 1896 . somewhere in the region in 1979 or 1980.

B a ill . surrimer.dveither well ever produced com- "Reckoning" stands by its earlier as-, PP&L is looking at a plant site near Shert-
COAL SUIT APPEAL, A court ruling mercial natural gas. Environmentalists dan, Wyo., as well as sites in the Pacific sessment
upholding coal-related state water permits and local residentsh8.dopposed-thenuclear Northwest Coal for the plant would proba- Terris writes that he decided Mendicino
in North Dakota is being appealed by the gasstimulation experiments. bly come from near Decker, Mont.' should beheard to speak on behalfofthe23
United Plainsmen, a' farmer- states and nine environmental groups
conse'rvationist coalition. The Plainsmen TASK l"ORCE STACKED. Utah ~v. COURT RULES FOR TRffiE. The U.S. submitting amicus curilie (friend of the
are asking foran injunction oncoal-releted-nOalv in L. Hampton has name a SupremeCourthasruIed that coalreserves court) briefs because he is "the chief legal'
water permits until the state completes 32-member .task for,~~tohelp form a state on the Northern Cheyenne reservation in officer of one of the most affected states,"
comprehensive resource management energy policy. The Deseret News has M' b I hoi ''I ked M M di to th. . . ed h ke f th k f ontana e ong to the tribe as awe as "" r. en icmo open e ar-
plans, In March Distr-ict Judge Benny cr-itaciz ht e. ma I·t 0" e

l
tas orce, rathei-\1:han to the individual Indians who gument by descrihingthe factual situation

Greff ruled that such plans were not man- notmg t at It inc u es,' at east. se.ven fiold allotments on the reservation land. involved in coal development of the North.':'
datoryunder state law. The Plainsmen feel mem~ers. whose profe~slOp.al afmlatlO~S Under a 1926 act of Congress, tractsofland ern Great Plains," the Terns letter says.
the Public Trust Doctrine makes the plans Me WIth mten:sts ~avmg a cl~ stake In on the reservation were allotted to indi- "He carefully prepared an extremely
mandatory_' . greater explOItation of Utah's fuel re.·. affi vidual Indian~. Coal' and other minerals strong and persuasive presentation of how, '. sources butonlytwo~mbers'whose ih-
PEABODY VIOLATIONS. TheColorailo ahons are clearly identified with protect. were to be reserv.ed for_the tribe for 50 the various impacts of coal development
attorn~y general's office has charged that ing the environment" years and then turned over to individual throughout the region were so~interrelated
the Peabody Coal -Co. has b"eenmining Indians. But in 1968 Congress pallsed a bill . that a regional environmental statement
without a permit at two .of its mines in' WIND TEST CENTER. The Energy Re- to continue tribal control after the 50 year was necessary to analyze properly the en-
Colorado. The office believes illegal ~ining search ana Development Administration period. A U.S. Circuit Court ruled this ex- vironmental hann and alternatives. I was
has. taken' place at the Seneca Mine in' plans to set up a $3 million wind energy ceeded tl1e al.Jthority of Congress, but the to handle the legal argument in the case."
Routt County and the Nucla Mine in Mon· test facility at the Rocky Flats nuclear, Supreme Court said Congress has that au-_ Terris writes that Mendicino "began his-
trose County. An analysis ,of the situation weapons facility near Denver. The facility thority. The tribe has declared all its

r
pras- . argument by clearly and forcefully setting

has been turned over to district attorneys will investiga~ design', testing, and mar- pec~ii:'-g permits and leases null and void. A forth the facts of the sitnation~ He was,
for possible prosec~tion, according to- the keting of small wind energy systems, ac- rmal action on the tribe's decision is still however, quickly subjected to extremely
-Rocky Mountain News. cording to the Boulder Daily Camera. pending.' vigorous and unfriendly questions; on~

, after another, by several Justices.
"All the'" questions related to legal is·

sues. Since Mr. Mendicino did ""thavethe
o"er!ill re",onsibi1it~ (or the case and since
he was supposed to hSndle only the factual
questions, he attempted to a\OOidmaking
definitive statements concerning these
legal questions. He thei'efore told the court
that these legai questions should be di-
rected to myself.
"I also disagree with the implications of

your article that the case is notcomplicated
and that the 'l!'estions to Mr. Mendicino
were ,easy.Neither is true. While the main .
issue can be fairly simply stated, it does not'
follow that the case itself is simple.
Moreover, the questions posed by the Sup-
reme Court Justices had never been raised
previously by any judge or party- in the
case. #.- ~

:'These questions are extremely ccmpli·
cated both factUally and legally even; for a
lawyer, like mysel!; who has spent three
years on this case from its inception."
Terris's letter closes with high pr~ for

Mendicino.
The gOv~ent has argued it has no

regional ''program"forcoal development in
the region. :rhe Sierra Club has contended
the government's fai1~ to establish such
a progr.am merely ~monslriltes a failure
to plan carefullY,which in tui1> is resulting
in "heU"r skelter" development. That is
the heart of the case.
As "Reckoning" noted last moo th,Men-

dicino ran into trouble' when he agreed to
testify on that legal issue rather than re-
'strict him",lf to the factual background cf
coaldeve1opmentin the area, ailTeirisbad
instructed.
When Justice Byron White noted to hbn

that no "report on a proposal on ,a regiooal
b""is" exists, Mendie;,;o disagree<!. Askild
where such a report is, he replied, "We
don't know whsre it is."
Only later did Mendicino refer further

legal questions to Terria.

POWER LINE NIXED. An application to
run a 115 kilovolt transmission line
through Grand Teton National 'Park and
the National Elk Refuge has been denied
by Interior Department officials. The ap-
plicant, Lower Valley Power and Light Co.,
had warned' that power shortages and'
blackouts could occur in JackSon, Wyo., if
the line was not approved. Local conser-
vationists have disputed LVPL's threat .•

-..':"

Nuclear initiative no cause
for more coal plants in West

. y. - ,

The RockyMountain West "will be raped
whether. California phases out nuclear
energy, or not," says Kevin Markey, Col-
orado representative of Friends of ,the
Earth. "The real culprit is uncontrolled
growth in consumpti9n ot electricity_" '.
Markey takes iasue with a recent study

which predicts that 12 new 2,000
me~watt power plants would, have to be
builtin the West by i995 to iJatisfyCalifor·

Friends of the Earthrep':$dys--.•

Kevin Markey. He says epergy con'"
servation will have more impact on
the number of new power plants in'
the West than the nuclear initiative.

.•
"
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STATE
~,PROPOSITIONS

I
~
NUCLEAR INITIATIVE. Here's
what will appear on part of the June 8
baiIi.t in California - an item giving

s .people a choice about the future of
a nU~lear ~wet in the atate. -. ' .

"

'nishisto~ic growth trends even if the !,tate
continues to use nuclear power. Ifnuclear
power is limited in California by an initia
tive vote, 28 new 2,000 megawatt power
plants would be needed by 1995 t,o .-atisfy
state ..historic growth, according to the
study.
Markey says energy conseIVation wil

have !I1ore impact. on the I)umber of new
power plants in the West than the nuclear
inittative. The West will be covered with
power plants - with or without nuclear
power - if energy demand continues to
SKyrOCket.
Hesays cOl)serv-ationis a necessity and i

already making a dent in Californl
energy demand. The hisfunc' growth fIg
ures uSl'd in the study are im practic81, and
.lead to distorted conclusions'. Markey says ,
-the study is' "based on questionable as·
sumptions and is disputed by other studies'
of the situation." .
The study, "lmpacts of Alternative Elec·

..tric Supply Systems for California," was
, conducted by the University of California
for the Western Interstate' Nuclear Board
and the U.S. Energy Research and De·
velopment Administration. 'Markey
charges that the WINE distoried thestudy
in an attempt to influence the California
initiative vote on June 8. l-
If approved by the voters, the California

initiative ,- PropOsition 15 - would re ..
quire utilities to be fully lisble in the event
of a nuclear ~ccid.n t Pn!sen tly federallaw
limits ltability to $560 million. If Congress

did not abandon the liability limit or the
utilities in California did not waive it
within one year, no neW nuclear plants
coUldbe-wilt in the state aud existing nuc-
_lear plan ta would be forced.to cut back to
60% of capacity. .
·A S!!Cond.provision would require the

state legisl"ture, by a tw<>:t!liids vote, to
certify within fIve years that 'safety sys-
tems are effective and that permanent,
safe, radioactive waste disposal is availa-
ble. If the legislature is not convinced, a
ban on new nuclear plants would be toSti-
tuted ap<!existing plants would beforced to
run at 60% capacity. The cutback would be
increased by 10% per year if the legislature
fails to certjl'y safety.

)
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,Air and water· pollution, expected

Environmental impact statement paints a grim
picture of-sou-thwest Idaho phosphate "development

by Beuee Hamilton

Preposed increases in phosphate de-
velopment iJ;! southeastern Idsho could re-
duce air and water quality,' drsstically di-.
minish wildlife, jeopardize' endangered
species, and severely stress social institu-
tions in the area, according to a draft en-
vironmental impact statement (EIS).
The EIS, prepared jointly by the U.S.

Agriculture and Interior Departmen ts,
analyzes 16 mining plans prcpoeed hy
eight companies holding leases on
federally-owned p.osphate deposits. One
underground mine and 15 surface mines
are proposed. The land involved includes
16,000 acres of the Caribou National
FOrest, federal lands administered hy the
Bureau of Land Management, and private
lands underlain by federal phosphate.
In addition, the federal government has

thousands of acres of pending. phosphate
leases in the area. At present, there are 83
federal phosphate leases in the area cover-
. ing 43,00() acres. The EIS also touches on
the impact of d~veloping these lands.
The 16 mining plans considered in the

, EIS would likely be phased in over several
decades. The rate of new mine developmen t
will determine, in part, the severity of the
environmental and social impacts. The
U.S. Geological Survey predicts that
southeastern Idaho phosphate production
will double or triple by the 198Os.Faster
development could compound the en-
vironmental problems.

NO A'ITEMP~ TO HIDE.

The whooping crane was recently trans-
p!8Dledintothearea. Wboopingcraneel!ll8

were placed in sandhili crane nests in an
attempt to establish a whooping crane col-
any and save the species from extinction,

..,..AIRQUALITY. "Ambient air quality
will be lowered, particularly in the vicinity
of processing plants," according to the EIS.

TheEIS considers several alternatives to
all-out development, but admits that many
of the alternatives aren't too realistic be- ,
cause so many leases have already been
granted.
"Existing leases and prospecting permits

amend men t, she sa-ys, only increases the are contracts carrying legal rights and ob-
proportion of federal support for a margi- ligations for each party," reads the EIS.
nal technology. '. "The Secretary (of the Interior) must act on
She poin ts out that th is higher subsidy is applications made under these existing

The EIS makes no attempt to hide the The bill granting loan guarantees to ironic since oil shale is "generally agreed to leases and permits, and becannotabrogate
fact that a major increase in phosphate de- synthetic fuels such as coal gas and shale be the least attractive synthetic fuel op- (nullify) them unilaterally without cause.

I velopment in the area would drastically oil gained strong support from the House t.ion." However, in issuing preference-right
affect the face of southeastern Idaho. The- Science and Technology Committee last a'ohnson also charged that the modular leases, approving mining plans, and read.
EIS summarizes the impacts as follows: month. However, the bill, H.R. 12112, was amendment confuses the goals of theprog- justing lease terms, he has considerable
-80C-IAL IMP ACT. Population and d~lt a s~tback by Con~~ssional I~ader. ram - whether it "is supposed to foster discretion in imposing new requirements

employment will rapidly increase in a six- ship ', ~ulmg .th~t t:he. bill involved Is_~es commercialization or test a new-technol- or stipulations as appropriate. Congres-
county area, and Socio-economic institu- ontsld.e the Junsdlc~lon. of t~e .standing ogy. aional action would be required to cancel
tiona will bestressed. Crime will increase committee, the perliamentarian sent the She suggests that it was poorly designed these leases." --
and bousing will be short. ' bill to.both-!he commerce and the b~~king 'if it was intended as an experimentation In an earlier interview with HCN (see
The greateat population Impact will commtrtees.or the House.. . program, because the bill requires no test HCN, 11-21-75), Glen Bradley of the U.S.

occur in Caribou County where the pro- Commerce and banking committee period or criteria for judging the perfor- Forest Service phosphate task force said,
jected pqm\atinn Inerease will tota16,800 ,,:,embers mustc~mplete their considera- mance of the oil shale retort. "People come tous and ask uswhywedon't

~ per'lIms by 1980. This increase represents lion of the $4 bilhon loan guarantee prog- Furthermore; she points out that a mod- . shut it off.Wel~ we're 50 years too late." He
an annual growth rate of 18.4%- the same ram by June 10.However, they are asking' ular stage is the natural nrst step in build- said it's no longer a question of whether to
level dgrowth as Rock Springs, Wyo. ex- . fora delay until June 23. Obeerverebelteve ing a commercial size plant The lack of mine the area or not - but rather how to
perietu:ed b_een 197Q-1973 when' the it is Iik~IY ~t the full House will cona!!ler r.eviewwould allow a company to get a fed- mine it and how much mOre to lease.
Jim Bridger Power Plant wss being built the legtslatxm by m.d.July. eral grant for three-fourths of the coat of
and aociaI institutions there were severely. Many committee members of the. two building the iust retort, upgrading and,
Shined. committees have reservations about the other facilities, and developing. the mine.
-WILDLIFE. ~sed development bill, ~ut' the synfuel. in~ustry has been Then, Johnson claims, federal guarantees Public hearings on the impact statement

"will bavesev ..... lmpactllupon thewlldlife working hard to get thell" suJl)lOrt. Rep. would be available for the rest of the retort. will beheld June 7 at the Bannock Hotelin
in the study area, n accnlDg to the EIS. Tim Wirth (D,(:olo.) has tried to ccnvince ~ much cheaper solution than placing Pocatello, June 10 at Soda Springs High
Someelkbe,dswill be reduced by 50%. The colleagues thai his oil shale module modules and associate facilities at several Schoolin Sods Spring", and June 14 at the
Idaho Fish and Game Department esti. amendment would give Colorado and Utah 'randomsiteswasproposed.Johnaonclaims downtown Ramada'Inn in Boise.
mates that as manY -as 3,000 wintering added protection (see HCN, 5-7-76, page it would save billions to'site all test mod- Written commenta may be sent to the
deer could be 10IIt. The Columbian sharp- 12).' H!'wever, testimony by conser-' ulesai Anvil Points nesr Rifle, Colo., Director, U.S. Geological SurveY,National
tailed: grouse end sandhill crane oould be-, vationista, disputes Wirth's claims. , where all could share existing mines and Center, Mail Stop 108, Reston. Va. 22002"
come endangere(lln t\!e area. WaterfCI\V~ Wirth's amendment would allow loan other facilitieS! . I up until.JUly 27, 1976 .
...... lynx, marten, and other resident guarantees to oil shale technologies only People wanting to comment on H.R.. Copies of the draft EIS are svailable,
wildlife will alllD 8i1Ifer. ", after they are proven on s modular, scale. 12112 should contact thei~.own repreaen- from the Geological Survey at the above
-ENDANGERED SPECIES. The To aid conatrUction ofthesedemonstratinn tatives before. the full House vote aswell"s "dd",ss ..

Northern Roeky Mountaili woU; grizzly plants, the amendment 'allows cona1ruc, membersofthetwocommittees.Chairnoan,
bear, prairie falcon, peregrine falcon, and tion grants o,f up to 75% of 'their costs. of the b.ankiilg committee is Rep. Henry S.
whooping crane live in.tbe area and are O1her technologies are limited to ,50-50 Reuss (D-Wis,). Other members who are
iecognloed by the federal government 88 cost~. _ " " '. frpm this region are Reps. George H~
tlireatenlld Or endangered species. AlL He prOflOllSsthat a lll04u1ar oil shale (R-I~a.) and John B. Q0l'1an (R:A,:1Z.).
woukl be adversely aflilCted by the d" plant~beabletotestthetecbnology. Chamnan of the ~n~rgys~bcommlttee·of,
velopment and' associated increased 'Carolyn Joh~n of the Colorado Open tile commerce comrmttee .s Rep. John D.
hum8D activity in the area. Spece Council says that the .authority tQ Dirlgell (D-Mich.). The member from this

test modular unita already exista in the ' region is Rep. Tim Wirth (D.colo.l. Write
Non-nuclear Energy Research Demcnstra· to the House_ofReja'eaentatives, Washing-
tion and Development Act. The Wirth ton, D.C. 20515.

CHANGI)IIG FACE OF IDAHO. Sixteen new phosphate mines are proposed
for southeastern Idaho. The cumulative impacts will degrade air and water
quality and destroy wildlife, according to ~ draft environmental impact
statement. Pictured above is J. R. Simplot's Conda Mine on Woodall Moun-
.tain. Photo courtesy of the Idaho Fish and Game Department.

House synfuel bill "delayed
by Kevin Markey

Colorado Friends of the Earth
Represehtative

\

..

Primary and secondary national air stan-
dards for emissions of sulfur oxides,
fluorine, and particulates would be vihl-
ated.
-WATER QUALITY. Water quality

will be lowered, and fish populations will
be reduced. About 53, miles of streams will
be impacted.
-LAND USE. Mining will create 2,900

acres of pits and 3,000 acres of waste
dumps. Another 4,000 acres will be taken
up by roads, processing plants, utilities,
and other facilities.
-AG!UCULTURAL IMPACT.

Livestock forage will be-reduced, and pro-
ductivity. of the mining area will be re-
duced even after reclamation. Chronic
fluorosis - a bone disease that kills lives-
tock - "can be expected" near processing
plants.
-ENERGY USE. Energy consumption

I, will' increase by about 40% in the area. The
electric furnaces used to produce elemental
phosphorus are major consumers of elec-
tricity. The existing FMC elemental plant
in Pocatello uses 30% of Idaho Power
Company's total electrical output.

-,
ARE THERE ALTERNATIVES?

PUBUC HE;>,RINGS

•

•



I ~ Tervet LRT-8E4-V2

,'\ '
'<, / !'to. •

Ccllcwoy pulled strinqs: for ski area
A high federal official's alleged lise 'of political influence to affect a U.s. Forest

Service decision about ski area expansion near Crested Butte, Colo., is under investiga-
tion by the Senate Environment and Land Resources Subcommittee.. Subcommittee

. Chairman Floyd Haskell (D-Colo.)says there is not doubt that former ArmySecretary
Howard H. Callaway attempted to affect the decision. The only remaining question is

·whether Forest-Service officials were swayed by his pressure, Haskell says.
Callaway owns two-thirds of sn existing ski area in Crested Butte, Colo. When he.

purcbased the company in 1970 be said he assumed that the potential for expansion
onto publicly owned lands '~as just part of the package." When a district ranger
recommended against the expansion, Callaway, then Secretary of the Army, called
Deputy Agriculture Undersecretary Richard Ashworth to protest the action. A few
months later the Forest Service issued a plan which tentatively approved the expan-
sion, reversing the district ranger's decision. Callaway claims that he only BOught to
speed the decision through his contacts in Washington. The Senate subcommittee
report will be issued io about three weeks. .

In the meantime, the weekly newspaper which broke the story about Callaway is
suffering fmancially for it, aggressive reporting. The. paper, the Crested Butte
Chronicle, has watched ad revenues drop from $2000 to $300 a month sioee publishing
thestory. Mostofthecommunityfavored the ski area expansion and the tourist dollars
it would bring. The paper'sowner, Myles Arher, says he may have to close the paper
July 4 unless advertisers change their minds .:

TIMBEREISs REQUIRED• As the result of a lawsuit by the
Natural Resources Defense Council
(NRDC), environmental impact
statementa will be prepared for any
major timber-cutting program affect-
ing publicly owned lands io the west-

. ern U.S, The agreement signed by the
NRDC and the Bureau of Land Man·
agement (HLM) sets a schedule for
preparation' of statements on new
timber management programs for
Idaho and California sustained yield
units, according to LAND USE
PLANNING REPORTS.

The agreement &80 calls for prep-
~~ation of environmenta~ analrsis
reporta for other timber lands to de-
termine ifm~e detailed environmen ..
tal impact statementa might be
needed. No timetable has b....n set ..
Until the environmental studies are
complete. the BLM has agreed that
there will be no significant inerease
overexisting anowable cutplims. The
lawsuit had been partially ..ettled.ln
February. .

Ford rules for, judge against poisons
~ Western stockmen won one and lost one during. the past week in their battle to get
poisons for predator control. President Gerald Ford relaxed a ban on sodium cyanide
guns saying that the headsotfederal agencies may authorize use of the M44 pellet gun
in federal programs or on federal lands under restrictions of the Environmlmtal Protec-
tion Agency tEl' A) .. The executive order does not affect the executive ban on other
poisons. In other action, the'U .S. Supreme Court refused to relax the ban on interstate
shipment of certam_poisoJlll while the U.S. Di!!lrict Court is considering a lawsuit

, concerning th''-poi80n contl'ds. The state'ofWyorning and 'several stocknien's organi1.a •.
tions havemed suit saying EPA should.have med an impaCt ststement in 1972 before
banning the Shipment of 11llll, sOdiu.m.cyanide, 'an'd stryehnine ..The poisons ~

. outlawed bscause of their· effects on non-target wildlife.
· ~ .

.~House,bill could exdude Garrison ',"
.i .. An amendment to, knock ont funding on the controvOrsiaI'Garriso'; Diveraion' in

•.. North Dakota is being introduced in the U.S. House of Representstives: The amend.
ment is being added to the Public Works ApprOpriations Bil~ along with amendments

A, to delete other water projects in other porta of the c<iUntry.~ vote is expected by the
~ ,whole House on June 15,1976. The $500 million Garrison prqject would "dverseiy

·affectseven national wildlife refuges. Canada has asked fora mqratorium OIl the prqject
OOcliuseo(salty irrigationreturnOows.that will pollute riversOowinginto Canada (see
HCN, 3·1-74). The appropriations committee recommended apProval. for several pro-.

· jects. inclndingtbe Dallas Crei!k, the Dolores River, snd the FrYingpan·Arkansas
prqjects in Colorado. .

June 4, 1976 - High Country Newa-13r . r

_Johns-Manville agrees to pay fine
The Johns-Manville Corp. has agreed to pay a $10,000 fine for pollut;,;g the West

Fork of the Stillwater River §Outhwest of Billings, Mont., as a result of platinum
exploration. The firm has agreed to stop all mining, exploration, and developmen t until
it receives a discharge permit from the state, according to Air·Water Pollution
Report. '

Olin interested in Montana' phosphate
An environmental consulting group is studyiog the potential for a new phosphate

mine on the north slope of the Flint Creek mountain range 50 miles southeast of
Missoula, Mont, The work is being done for the Olin Corp. Phosphate is already mined
nearby by Cominco-American Inc. The land is administered by the U.s. ForestService,
and the leases are handled by the U.S; Bureau of Land Manage~ent.

. Future of Alaska,haul road uncertain
·Alaska state officials are trying' to decide what todowitb the North'Slope haul road->

.the road used in building thetrans-Alaaka oil pipeline. Conservationists, headed by the
Fairbanks Environmental Center (FEe), oppose opening the rosd to the public. The
rosd,builttoseeondclassstatehighwaystandards,isrobeturnedovertothest8.teupon
cmnpletion of the oil pipeline. It has never been reviewed under !be National Environ-
mental· Policy Act. The FEC opposes public use of the rood becauSe of the lackllffederal
offroad vehicle regulations; the fragility of the land iii the 'Far North, and the lack of
enforcement authority in theBureau of Land Management, which administers most of
the public land along the' route. . '

Parks plans frow-n on development
Final master plans for Gr.md TetOn National Park in Wyoming and Rocky Mountsin

National Park in Colorado favor limiting cemmereial operstions in the parks and
preserving natural values. Both plans favor using new and existing commercial
facilities outside the parks in "gateway" coinmunities.' .

The Teton master plan calls for a eeiliog on overnight accoinmodations and warns
that limits will have to be set on Snake River boating snl! back country use. The plan
cautions against expansion of the Jackson Hole airport in the park and calls fer an
eventual end to elk hunting within park boundaries, .

The Rocky Mountsin National Park plan favors phasingout, some cmunercial park
activities iocluding two stsbles and souvenir sales at the Trail Ridge Store. The plan
calls for startmg a mass transit system to serve Bear Lake and for cmverting some
parking lots to picnic areas. Under the plan the Hidden Valley Ski Area Would be
allowed to remain in the park, and over 90% of the park would become wilderness.

COLORADO CONSIDERS SKI AREA PLANNING
In'the wake of state turmoil over decisions on permIta for .. ew ski areas, ,

Colorado is now holding heariDga to cOllSlder a propoead plan for winlllr
resource management. The plan would est8blIsh a..-dinated ~te, fed·
ersl, and local gov~ent review process for ski area developments. An
offtcllil Qf Vail Associates, Ine., Bob Parker,object",Uo applying the pro-
cess to oDly the sid indilslry lind IlClt new faetorles, .. bdivi8l0DS, .... coal
mines. Vail Associates Is the develOper 01 the Beaver Creek sid area .;",.the
most conll'ovI!n1al of the Dew ski permits Issued receDtlyln the stilte. Go!r'.

· Dick Lamm's envirOllJlieIJtalaide'J:ames Mcmapan said the &tate Is Rybig
to CODduct coordinated revieWS ~f oth ... developm ... ts such .. power
·plants anc}.reservoirs; too. .., . . '

A planner hom FriscO, Colo., saId the plan could help avoid "lnllermina·
ble" last JDinUte attacks OD propOsed ski __ .

The U;S:Foreat8ervicehassald.itwouIdUlretousetheplanaaa.uldeUue
but.notbe bound by it.HOwev ..... ifa fed ... aI bill{iroposed by U.s. ""'a .....
Floyd' Haskell (D-Cc\lo.) paM.' as ProPosed. slate and local aov t

· r....,ntements would haveto b8met prior tolssuauce ofa federal piniut.
. ~hoto Qf Arapahoe, Bssln Sid Area In Colorado. .

1.
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N.ur.I. inc>IpcnIive insndimts

Mc.Iksf. ...,.Ie... chernk./.r'fI
175 lQIiI.ttttccl lecipl:,

by Vikki Kinmont and Claudia Axcell,
Sierra Club 'Books, Ss;n Francisco,
1976. $4.95, 80ft cover,211 pagea.IlIust-
rations by Bob Kinmont.

Revi~ by Peter Wild

Wilderness
This issue of

High CQuntry News
is now available. in quantity at
the reduce:d rates below.

Send copies to:
Friends
Membelll of .Congress
Your IOC!II newspaper editolll'
Members of your labor union
Your religious study group
Your miniSter, priest, or rabbi
Your .business associates
Your students -or leachelll .
Stale ll!Qisiators and local officials

Special Ratea on Quantity Orders:
1·10 ., .:: 25c each
ll-e5 :..: ' :.190 ea~h
26-100 :.: 16c each
101 or more. 13c 8l!ch

Prices include u.s. postage.
. Encloeed.is$ lor-'-

copies of The High Country News.
Name" -

Addre9l!,· ------:-'----:
citY . "
Slale " Zip---

,'." ":'-.

Box K,'·Lander, WY 82520
Balk prIjleo ..... applic:able.r ... one
mCllllh,. ialuepublieaticm dalAl.

I

and meats, "devitalized food~: as they call Japanese or natural food stores) or put . little things, headaches, blisters, and moe-
them. Instead they believe that unproces-" through a food grinder or ricer. Add re- quito bites; canspoil a trip, they offer pages .
sed vegetables and fish are what the body- maining ingredients and mix welL The of teas and poultices to combat minor ail,
deserves. mash should be very thick and hold well merits.
They begin the book with a listofnatural when shaped into a baiL Form into patties For the beginner, Simple Foods for the

staples that can be combined into scores of and bake on a cookie sheet in slow oven Pack is a good place to start, And the ex-
tantalizing, easy-to-make, and nutritious (300 degrees) for about 30 minutes. Turn perienced backpacker is likely to find 'a
recipes. For example, this one fr_o.m"FOO;ds· once while baking. Cakes are done when new approach here, along with many dis-
to Make at-Home," covering items that are they feel solid. They will be crusty on the hes he', never seen. Yet the book is for the
prepared beforehand to save time and fUSB outside and soft inside. home as well. Even -non-hiking epicures
on the trail: - will delight in trying their hands 'at

Variation: add leftover cooked grains; car- wakame or One-Pot Brown Rice and
rots are a good addition; season with Shrimp,.oregano: pour hot chili sauce over the
cakes.

Soybean Cakes
1 dozen

these are especially good with a mild
cheese such as Jack or 8M_SS.

1 cup dry soybeans, soaked overnight and
cooked
1 OIlion, chopped fine
1 garlic clove', minced
1 'tablespoon fresh parsley, minced
1 tablespoon olive oil.
1 tablespoon miso
1 teaspoon tamari soy souce

Mash beans well in a sunibachi (a
ceramic bowl with serrated lines on the
insid.e ,surface, sometimes found in

The next section can tinues the11exibility
and good sense in suggestions for cooking
in camp. But there's more. Notonly do they
provide dozens of new recipes for breads,
kelp, fish, and beverages; the authors go on
to suggest complete menus for three-day
and ten-day jaunts. They tell how to-make - Above the valley that I have always cal-
snacks, how to dry apples and make fruit led home stands flat-topped Table Moun,
leather, how to whip up High Moun~mPl~ tam. (Iurfamil yof lOchildren grewupona
~d 8n?w, Ice Cream for deserts. In addi- homestead at 'the foot of it.' ,
~Ion, K~mont and ~ce~l reco~~~nd eat- We were poor in material goods, and we
109 habits to match trail conditions, heat . I ted W' ld t to town and, . K' h - werelSO a . ese am wen
and altitude, for instance. nowmg t at had few friends among the young people

there. We envied the town kids, thinking
their lives much more attractive than our
own. They had better clothes, lawns
around their homes, and a-candy store close
by. rheir school was two-story brick, With
onlyone grade to a. room. Our school was a
one-room log shack.
Besides, the town kIds didn't have to

milk or herd cows, hoe weeds, or clean the
stable. '
In today's terms, we were deprived and

underpr.ivileged. '
Of course, we had some fun and recrea-

tion.Tn win ter, watching the sunrise .turn '
the snow-cover~d mountain to a giant
pink'frosted "birthday cake" gave us a lift.
ThisIightenect the chores of carrying in the
wood and water. And sledding down the
foothill, on home-built ~Ieds could be com-
pared to flying.
In spring, too, we fOl,lnd recreation along

with our work: Riding ·one old good-
natured milk cow, we drove the other cows
out of the fields through a barbed wire
"diShrag" gate to pasture on the mountain.
The gronnd sparkled with wild flowers.
The unpolluted air -rang with songs of
meadowlarks, sage sparrows, killdeer, and
a thousand others.
. The slopes were cloaked in pliant giee'n
grasses. The little canyons were fIlled with
dwarfed juniper, sWeet shrub, birch, and
willow. There was excitement in rmding
birds' nests, badger holes'" pack rats'·
caChes, even in encountering a rattles~
naks.
Outcroppings of rocks and ledges were

our-castles, playhc,\lses,. and our fairyland.
'" In summer we trailed joyously with
Mother up the mountain to pick wild cur-
rants, gooseberries, and chokecherries in
the gulches. The berries ·were converted to
jel1y for the school lunch pails.

The mountain challenged us to liike to
its top. Hardly one aSJ'!'Ct of our liveS was
not connected in some way with the moun-
tain. Its feet solidly anchored·(o earth, its
head reaching for the.skiT,- it ~mbolized
stability and security; it was~lways
"there." I believe' that "v'ery child needs a
mountain, either actual or fig}lrative.
We faced toward our mountain each af-

ternoon aswe walked,home from schooLIts·
shadows reached out to' enfold us. Moun·
tain's, like tall men, 'caSt long Shadows.
In retroepect, 60 odd years later, a ques-

tion comes to mind: which were the und.er~
privileged, we or the town kids? After all,
w:e had' a mountain.
It'saddens me tAl know that today mill·

ions of city children have never seen a wild
'nower nor discovered a birtl's nest Many
will never climb a mountain.

.Eavesdropper
environmental newls from around ,the world

AIR GE'ITING ·CLEANER. The~.u,S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
reported to Congres.~rthat the nation's air
quality continues to Improve, but much
remains to be accomplished. More legal ac-
tions were initiated during 1975 than dur;
ing the three p""vious years combined. Of
th e approximately 20,~ major stationary
sources of pollution, 82% now comply with.
emission limits or are meeting compliance
schedules. Smog levels in many urbap.
areas decreased, but recent studies have

~ -fouiid 'oxidant levels as m~ch as twice the
national standards in rural areas. (Oxid-
anta are tJie princi pal components of smog:)
Copies of thestucjy are svailOOle froin the
Information Center, EPA, Washington,
D.C. 20460.

SYNAPSE DOMES: Economical, energy effi-
cient homes. Exclusive residences to
greimho ..... snd bar .. ereeled and rmiahed to
your utisfaction anywhere in the' ROcky
Mountain area .. All wood toInp;tnent ~nel
shell kits shipped .anywhere in continental .
.m:iA -eightsi>es. Solarhea~ahakeshingl,.., .
foam insulation optional. Blueprints availa-
ble. W~te or call for information and prices:
P.O. llox 664-H, Lander, Wyoming. 82620,
(307) aa2~773.

,

Grumman &Oid Town

CANOES

IUIIIT lACE'SSf011
WIIs., W 0, 83014

The Sierra.Chrb has just issued another
winner. Sbiiple Foods comes close to LOl)NEY I.IMERICKS WANTSCONVENTIONSINPARKS. A
beihg the ultimate manual dn nourish- by Zanl" 1<:. <':ology leader of the nation's executives told a
ment for the backpacker. ' House subcommittee that he thinks by
Everyone'seems to have his own pet ap- Ah, wilderness, the rowdies will mob her, banning conven tions from the national

preach to the subject; but tl,Iebeautyofthis And tromp on her tu ndra, says Ms. Lauber. parks, the government is treating people
book. besiilea',its modest price, its conve- Let's not withdraw land, ' who attend conventions a's "second class
nient size; ;a6.d.the lovir!~ care of its wr~t- For that John Muir clan. citizens." James P. Low, Speaking for the
ing, is that' ~t .offers recIpeS that can be . Let's save it for the miner and logger. American Soci~ty of Association Execu~
worked in,to 8 perBO~'~ existing system for,~ .. '1." ,"_~J <;" "r;' ~;,'. . ,,;~..._~ ti,;es, sai~ the bap. rnigqt haY~Eeen due to
keeping his -stomacll h~ppy 0,0 ·the tr~il. _ ~I\~....-~-.-~---~~-~,,-.tlfe"i1iuf~Pdf cOflvention1oers ~:s llnfiisi.
Kinmontand Axcell eschew rermed sugars ". _ drunken people wearing hats with

. ':~ . tassels.",· I

• \lOllIIo ;.",
EPA WILL WATCH WATER. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has agreed to begin ~ major p"~ram de~
signed to control the dischafll' of 65 toxic
chemicals into the nation's waterways. If
the agreement is signed by a federal]udge,
it will end four lawsuits against EPA by

. environmental' groupS. The pollutants to
-be controlled· include ar.senic, asbestos,
'chloroform, 'DDT. mercury; nickel, and
~inc. About half ~f the 65~chemicals are
:~~o~ orsuspected can;;mbgenS, according
: to the enYirorimentalists, ~ho~8ay EPA's
us.e of. its. previous authority'Has been.
,haphazard and filled With Pfoced'lral proo-
lems.

SLUDGE FUNDS AVAILABLE. Cities
arid counties'inle"'sted '" 'buying land for
disposal. of aludge'from sewage treatment
'plants can now apply.!or grants from the
U.S. Environmental Protectio.n Agency.. To
be eligible, 'the-applicant must'determine
that othe,. rneans ofdi"P.""a1 are unavaila-
ble or less cost effective.,

WIi..DEitNEss DIRECTOR CHbsEN.
George D. D is has been 'chosen as the.
new execu . e director for the Wilderness
Society, vis has served as director of
plann' forN.wYorkState'sAdirondack
'Park Agellcy and with the Forest Service
in Colorado. SOl'iety 'President Celia
Hunter says ·the society will be enlarging
and reorganizing the fjeld staff. Thestaffin
Denver has been exPanded. Bill Cunning·

, ham hssheen selected'astheMontanarep- .
resen tative, a new ppsition. His address is
Box 12, Helena, Mont. 59601, Or call (406)
443,2520.

Une ~ t."...LRT-4l

II

nmTAFF eDam"'1 '

•
-by MYra Connell



II Bulletin Board
June 4, 1976 - High Country New,ll-15

NOMINATE YOURSELF
The Federal Energy Administration's

Office of Consumer Affairs and Special Im- BIGHORN CANYON-MANAGEMENT
pact (CASO needs your help in finding Bighorn Canyon National Recreation
qualified consumer representatives for Area in Wyoming and Montana has re-
FEA's 16 advisory committees. The com- leased a proposed management outline for
mitteesadviseth"eadministratOrona van- the area. Public comment-is invited up
ety of ,energy matters relating to consum- until June 15. For a copy of the "Statement
ers, ranging from utilities to food and. for Management," write the Superinten-

CONSERVATION sU,MM.IT, 'Ienergy. All committees will be reorganized dTh N t al Wildlif Fed t f ent, Bighorn Canyon NRA, Box 458, Fort
. e a IOn . e era Ion IS 0 -, 'in July and each must have consumer rep- Smith, Mont. 59035. '

fe~lng three SIX-day outd~r. ~orkshops resentatives. CASI asks that you submit
t~lS Bummer.Am~g the a~l~ltl~s ~fer~ your resume if you have a working know-
are fresh water bIOlogy,.birding, WIldlife ledge of energy and consumers. Write
ecology, backpacking, outdoorcooking, na- CASI, Room' 4310, ,Washington, D.C~
ture photography, and wildflower identifi- 20461.
cation. The Western. Summit will be at
Rocky Mountain" National Park, Estes
Park, Colo., July 4-10. For more informa-
tion on prices and courses, write: National
Wildlife Federal Conservation Summits,
Dept JG, 1412 16ui. St. NW, Washingtoh,
D.C. 20036.

EDITORS NEEDED
Low pay; long hours 'guaranteed. En-

vironmental Action is looking for two
editofs,.one forthetr' b'i-weekly environ-
"mentai magazine and one-for their
monthly newsletter. Previous writing ex-"
perience is mandatory. .Send resumes and
clipe to; Jobs, Environmental Action, 1346
Connecticut Ave., Washington, D.C.
20036.

PARK COURSES
Each summer the Rocky Mountain Na-

ture Association turns Rocky Mountain
National Park into an outdoor classroom.
Courses are offered in bird ecology, plant'

, CANYONLANDS CENTER identification, mountain geology, alpine
The Canyonlands Environmental Edu- ecology, historical geography, and, other

cation Center will.open June 16 and <tfer subjects. The association is seekingatu-
two-day learning seBBionsthrough October dents for this summer, and instructors in-
23. The center oflersday and evening prog-- tereeted in offering new courses for next
rams to the public at a cost of $10 per two summer. For more information contact:

CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS ' day session. University credit is available. Seminar Coordinator, ROCkyMountain
Summer volunteer" work in the national For more information contact Dr. Tuck .Nature AssoCiation, Inc., Rocky Mountain

forests and parks under the supervision of Forsythe, CEEC, Box 177, Moab, Utah National Park, Estes Park, Colo. 80517 or
prliessional personnel is available to high 84532. call (303) 586-2371, ext. 226'. .
school and college age men and women.v-
Some financial aid is -available. Fcr'mere
information contact the Student.Conaerva-

" -tion Association, Olympic View Drive, '
Route1,Box57:l-A, Vashon, WOsh.98070. '

TRAIL VOLUNTEERS
, The National Hiking and Ski Touring

Association (NAHSTA) in cooperation
.with the U.S. Forest Service is looking for

volunteers to build and main tain trails on
public lands in the West. NAHSTA will
furnish volunteers with dinners during the
two-week work sessions, while volunteers
will need to provide the remaining meals,
camping equipment, and transportation to
the work site. Work projects will be held in
Colorado, Wyoming, and South Dakota.
Family participation is encouraged. Dates
for the camps are July 25-August8. Work
camp leaders are also needed. For more
information contact NAHSTA, P.O. Box
7421, Colorado 'Springs, Colo. 80933,

•
. HISTORIC TRAILS

Volunteers are needed to help inventory
and nlamtmn historic trails in Wyoming's
Wind River Mountains. The pr~dec~'is
scheduled for July 25-August 6. Families
and organizations are welcome. For more
information contact the Wyoming Moun-

. tain Men Trails FoundatiQn, in care of the
Wyoming Recreation Commission,
Cheyenne, Wyo. 82002.

Kigh Country lawS

• This Father's Day give Dad something
specisl. Give him a copy, of the High
Country News Special Ed ition.
Forty-eight pages of highlights of past
issues of High Country. Nevt(s for $1.50.
Send your order to HCN, Box K, Lander,
WY 82520

BLM TIMBER PLANS
The Missoula District of the Bureau of

Land Management in Montana has pre-
pared a timber management plan for
144,000 acres of public timber in fourcoun-
ties, For a copy of the draft plan and en-
vironmental analysis write the BLM, P.O.
Box 4427, Missoula, Mont. 59801.

YELLOWSTONE COURSES.
Seventeen courses will be held in Yel-

lowstone National Park this summer,
starting June 21. The courses cover his-
tory, bird ecology, wildflower identifica-
tion, outfitting, painting, and other sub-
jects. Each course is five days long. For
more information contact The Yellowstone
Institute, Box 515, Yellowstone National
Park, Wyo. 82190 or call (~07) 344-7407.

GA.ME & FISH MEET
Beginning July 26 in Sun Valley,ldaho,

the Western Association of State Game and
Fish Commissioners will meet to grapple
with the bicentennial question - are we
ready for 200 more? The conference will
include discussions on energy develop-:
merrt, hunting regulations, nongame man-
agement, and predator control.

, ' r

GRAND CANYON DEVEWPMENT
The National Park Service has released

tts final environmental impact statement
on the proposed de ..elopment concept for
Grand Canyon Village on the south rim of
Grand Canyon National Park. Tq obtain a
c~y contact the Superintendent, Grand
Canyon National Park, Grand Canyon,
Ariz. 86023.

SHOSHONE NF TIMBER PLAN
A 10-year timber management plan for

the Shoshone National Forest in Wyoming
has been approved by the acting regional.
forester. The plan is available f.or public
review from the Shoshone Forest Super-
visor, P.O. Box 961, Cody, Wyo. 82414.

DRAFT PET 4 RULES
The Bureau' of Land Management is

seeking comments on its proposed surface
management rules for Naval Petrol.eum
Reserve No.4 on theNortli'SIIlP!' of Alaska.
Pet 4 is an important wiJdlife area and'
holdsrichreservesofoiland gas. Fora c~y
of the rules write the BLM state <ilice at
555· Cordova St." Anchorage, Alaska
99501.

Classifieds
El\ioy'free hot water from your wood stove.
Free brochure. Blazing Showers Stovepipe
Hot Water Heater, Box 327-aCl, Point
Arena, Califorrila-95468~ -- - , - '-- -

* • •
For Sale craftwork. ,Soft leather tanned
hides ($27.50) deer,'" elk" whole elk, Box
20, Centennial, Wyo: 82055.

"Birds of Prey". ,

.(Bald Eagle, Red Tailed Hawk,

Great Horned Owl, and Golden Eagle) "
By

C. Holly Merrifield

Limited Edition Scratchboard 'Prints

Edition of 600,prints, .. '

100 Signed and numbered
. , One full sheet of four birds of

prey, size 26x30 incheS .......... ,..$75.00
'Add $3 for shipping full sheet.

450 Signed and numbered
. One half-sheet of four birds of

pfllY, size 16x12'h incoos ......... $60.oo
.Add $1.50 for shipping half-sheet.

50 Artist's Proof - not available to public'

Holly Leaf ,
1420 E. ~l.tAve., Thorntqn, Co. 80220
303-288-1144' .

Dealer inquiries welcome

Enclosed is check or money order. '
·BiII t~:. Bank Americard Master Charge'
Credit card number Expiration date
If Master ChargE!', also enter 4-digit Interbank'
Number 'appearing above your namel-' ---

Signature ,--
Name (print)_ .
Address=~==;::====:::;==:::
City Stale Zip ,
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New We~ternEnergy Show

AERO drcmctizes alternate enerqy
16·High Country News - June 4, 1976

by J0lll! Nice
,

ALTERNAllVE (."JERC:oY KE~JitU5 ORGoANIZAflOM £. THE EUREKA RAILROAD CORPORATION fRESEt.lT l"HE

"The people that live around here have
practical skiUs. They're down-to-earth.
They can understand and appreciate
renewable-type energy resources," says
Kye Cochran of Bill~gs, Mont, _

Withjust this sort of rancher-inven tor in
mind, Cochran has ehaped a group. called

. AERO (Alternative Energy Resources Or-
ganization). AERO' was formed in 1974
after a conference on renewa61e energy
sources sponeored by th!, Northern Plains
Resource Council, a group of ranchers and
environmentalists concerned about coal
develc;pment.

Since t!J.atmeeting AEl!0 has put alter-
. native energy theorieainto practice. AERO

JNlIEW' WIES1fIElR!NI
-MONT At-IA

idea. "Small seale energy plants are ideally like Roundup, Havre, Red·Lodge, and For-
suited to isolated and sparsely populated syth - not.metropolises, but places where
areas such as Montana. With commitment knowledge of alternatives 'can be readily

Kye Cochran, promoting practical andingenuity, Montananscan do much to used.
skOla,renewable resources. relieve their dependence on high-priced Ifother states are interestedand funding

and environmentally destructive energy is available, the, troupe mightbe able. to
has supervised two building.workehopsfor sources." move. to other parts of the regforrthis fall,
thepublic. Atone, an eager group builta 12 Gochran says. ~
volt wina ~m::atqr. ,M ~fjl;/iet, theY!J.ui\tc . AERO's New weStern Em;"gy Show will' ThirtY-<lne-y<iar'<lldCochran grew up in
a solar water hea'ter~ This summer AERO .combinedisplays of wind generators, solar ·Massachusetts. She first dabbled with al-
plans to take its skills .and ware's on the collectors, and wood' stoves with skits and ternative energy with her brother, Tom, an
r.oad, old'Westernmedicine man style. music. The group estimates lL.cos~ of architecture student Together, they de-

nA splendid" innovative idea," says Mqn- $30,000 and a staff of 14 to cov~Montana < -signed a three-story gas station - with
tana Sen. Lee Metcil1f(O)pfthe rood show this summer. De~tinations in~lude places chickens on top, eggs and fryerafor 'sa leon

. the second floor, and.methanol fuel on the
ground level.

In 1973- after a summer working on a
ranch in Montana, Cochran joined the
newly-formed Northern Plains Resource

< Council, Finding alternatives'to massive
~coal. development became her full-time
volunteer assignment. '

Today AERO, which she founded, is a
. non-profit, tax deductiblegroul1with ahout
'; 600 members. -r-

The gr'1up meets infrequentlY, but is
held together by a monthly newsletter cal-.
led Sun· Times. Sun· Times keeps careful
track ofboth state llI)d national fegislation
affecting renewable energy sources, as well
as AERO's activities and members. A
monthly feature is "Horner's Corner," a

, H:v~y letter on \Yeather, farming, arid a
solar heating system being built by
'Brainen:l Horner of RonSIf, Mont. The
newsletter also reports news from around
the .coun~y 8l).d lists ariic-le~ in current_
periodicals which would be of interest to

• people in the AER.O network. .
Heading up the New Wesl<!rn .Energy

Show fQrAERO are Elizabeth and Wilbur
WoO~of Roundup, Mont. Displays will in-
clude:. . _ .

.-Solar water heaters. One by Ameri-
can Heliothermal (Denver), one by Helion
(Syltp8r, Calif.); and one constructed at an
'AERO workshop which has been heating ~
water' at Cochran's home.~
.~Solar air collectors. Two- l).othcon-

structed by AERO.
"-Wind generators. A Quirks Dunlite

donated by IndeJ?endent Power Develop, ...
1

~~'»ear Friends,=====tI
Keep an eye on Idaho in ,coming the firsftimeperh8.~: an understand-

weeks. There, 'the load of the state- ing of what the """,Ie want. .
Public Utilities CommisSion has been It seems to be '~n idea that would
lightened by a recent advisory vote imprOve any state's energy policy-
taken_on a prq>osed power plant. The maklIlg process. Wonder why-so 'few
question on-the ballot was this: "Do have tried oit? Perb8ps some are afraid
you favor thebuildirig of the Pioneer that the results might be the same as
coal-fIred power plant?" .' . 'those in Idaho, where thevoters~hoee

Mostvoterssaid "no." Between that to deal with threatened' Power shore
and lbe evidence presented at hear· tages rather than to live with a new
ings, plant.oppol)enta think. they halfe coal~fU'ed plant and endure rate hikes
therr battlealino..t w'l". While we . and arr pollution. .'
won't count those chickens yet,. we are Once tbe, public hegins to dal(ble in
eager to analYze Idaho's dem'Octatic energy policy making they alao take
methodcl settini~'energy policy. ,... -'On serious responsibilities, of c·ourse.

How many ofus have "'ier-been om- Plantollponentaaaythatiftheplantis
cially asked such an important ques- turned down, they will dedicate their .
tion ahoutmaUers that will deterinine , energies to energy conservation.
the supply of energy and the qu8Jity 0(~.
life in our. areaS? What a boon such
polls cOUJd be to ~tate ·utllitiescOID-
missions. They must determine "pub- -
lie cODvenience md neceSsity:" What
hetter piece of evidence to enter into
the reconl.!han the !,ublic's own opin-
ions about the matter? . .

In Idaho, the Public Utilities Com-
mlasioJ;lhas said thal it must base its
decision on the data ,- some of it
highly teChnical - pre~nted at the
bearings. But in addition to the tech·
nical arguments, Itwill also have, for

,
Thanks to the stru,ggle to get infor-

matian to the pubJic prior to the vote,
not only these leaders, but<the'entire
state of Idaho is hetter !,cquainted
with the' energy dilemma and more'
committed to conservation. They seem
to realize that they cannot continue to
squ~nder ~energy if they, ~have
squashed theplaul Vou c'!'l't get that
kind of commitment when decisions
~ made at the top. .: '-

-the editors

1
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(Noxon, Mont.), a Kedco 1200, and a reno-
vated Jacobs.

-Wood stoves. A Baby Bear, a McGrew
.Machine furnace, and a JotuL '

~Water power. Water turbines by In-
dependent Power Developers and Hyd-
roelectric Systems (Washington).

-Miscellane,ous. A Clivus Multrum / •
toilet, a solar 'oven, a solar food dryer, 8 r\'\~'
bicycle-powered electrical Igenerator at- W·
tached to a device which converts the direct '
current produced into alternating current
which could be used in the. power grid, a
bicycle-powered grain grinder, literature,
theatre, and_ music. ,

THE SCHEDULE

All shows will be open to the public. A .
donation of $1 will be encouraged.' _

Here's the schedule: Roundup, June
29-30; Crrcle, Jnly 5-7; Wolf Point, July
9-11; Havre, July 12-14; Choteau, July
15-18; Big Fork, July 20-25; Arlee, July
29-Aug. 1; Hamilton, Ang. 3-5; Helena,

. Ang. 6-8;Bozeman, Aug. 1O-12;Red Lodge,
Aug. 13-15; Forsyth; Aug. 1,7-19.

-.

Wilderness
what's in a name? 1

Burgdorf
road to ,ruin? - 4

Pioneer power.
voters reject plan.t. 5

Bridger lakes
fishing for facts. .- 8

Phosphate boom ..J
trouble predicted: 12

Solar road show
,

new-age mi:rlicine men. 16


