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2-High Coimtry New. - Feb. 13, 1976

lB. Ruth C. Douglas
St. Helena, Calif."~;[Letters ]. CONSERVATION LIBRARY SAVED .. ,

RIDICUwUS A'ITACK Dear HCN,
Dear HCN' '. ' Thanks for your help on the Conse
: Steve A.:mailder'. at~,k on The Mon. tion Lib~y of Denv,.r Pu~lic Librar .

· key W""J;lch G'!"lf i8 them,ost ridiculous Aftertheclty ~ouncild tbe hbrarywould
I'veseen'yet.To·merit1onSqueal9' Fromme be closed, ,"Ie raised nearly $2~,OOo.to k~p
in, a: letter supposedly dealing With that It open until July l..Yourartlcles m HIgh
.wonderful boOk.is the iowest blow I've ever Coun~y ~e~s belped. , ,

',:heald of. ~ Abb~y Bays, ~iolence i. as :Cunousl!, It was, the clearc:utters and,
Amencan ailpizza pie," but.hiabcok, full d the strip ~erswhO came up with the sub- '.
laughterandadveriture, is in itself the best s~ntial gUts- AMAX~ u:.S. Forest Ser-
posSible lInlIWer to the hysterical fe8.rs of v":,,, B~~. 0( Recl~tlon, B~a?, of
such nervou~ readers a. Auslander. Mmes. Indlvldu~s ~id weell.. WIth. more

. than $1,500 cOlll1ng m small donations.
, Barry Niel~~"':' '.-~ . ':"'~,.'" ..-:..,~- The- Colorado Division of Wildlife; U.S.-

Geological SUrvey; ua Fish ahd Wiliilife
, 'Salt I,;ake Ci~, Utah •. 'Service, The' Iknver.ColiL'Clrib, Efron

. , '~;:'~',,:~, -, USA', GUlfM:in!!l"ar.~urees.lili(lBHnk-
NAVEL CONTEMPLAtiON ' erhoIfDriUirig~do! w.reanicirigtlie'cOn-

, ' . tribUtora ::: .'. < .;:':;:,,..c·, .• ';'-i; " .
DilatHi&h c::ou~y NeWs, "": • ·Wiu..,utth~&eky MoU\ifa~C¢Dter'on

, Ed. Abbey'sno"el, TheM'i>n~eyJi;nyirorimen~ lROMCOElan&the Work of;
W""nCh~,~inlyijas,a:niJmberor Mliril1.t.haker, ·ij.e .m-oi'ti:'would Iiave. ,;1

flaws, bufMar", "'.IStronibe",g'.letter· 'faUea. ROMCOEJisu'Rioliwas inval.iaIlIa '. ",
bl8etingitr.nthe.J~.2;197~,~~n, ~_~l~~ JlictlireJfo~n.:' ~""- ... "

"t!yNillIVuS wn~ by.an md\vidlJ!llln- . "1-anen~fundUlgI8 .till to b~ ~:We
eap.able of ~nderstellding "liat it's all .will'keepyou'pOsf.ed on'lhAt:,itisa (omildi,
abo'tt·.8trOtrib,:"g .ta,tes,.·~n thl'l"! will ble underteking.'We dodt know w~ the
be ill' wideopen'spaces (we must be money will come frO\ll.,, '. . ,

· i'ealistel,llnd no1ongerwill there be pi .... ,. '~hEi~qol1\JeIya~!>'Lili~y Ii~recl;iv.ed
.. for those who Jlannotescape fr"", the'siilht 'incra:il8d ~"'e' i1_~&j:~~<~Ci 'Ciii{'<i-o-en

of man and. his WOrks.Perhspsthen we will though tIi" s'ta!f'iiri,fhoui'S'liI1v€1>eiiIi>re'
turn inwaril and begin.to.ee the graceful duCB!!.It is open from 10 a.m. to 11· p:m.
relationships between man and his envi- Tueaday through Saturday. .
ronment,hopefully like· pre-industrial Keep up the good work at HCN.
Jap,all'." ' ."

YjlChh! Ifthst's the way it's going to be, Dick Prouty. .' ' ,.", '
· then Hin COuntry News and all tbe rest Chairman, Citizens " '. . " •

.,..---- ......------ ....--~'R~~' %iil.;.""" .•-Qf'u~WJiteH):et\>.riea~;tilaY.·w'eU:llsng. Ad.v~n'Comqti~for· . .
j- , 1 .,~, ." ~~.,. r ':lpio~rha~-~dratio·nally·contemp.late ...·T:h.~qo~atm:~~l~·"Wq ..rl~...R.

.., ~..' i . -',""'..-.c_ •.'L·sliii~de~~.rn"alWoHa;.WithbUt'wild~rtie'liB'?I'd~.t'!l:.'Jr.d.;(_ -"'2,-:"'v:l'~-;;biiIII c;dJ ~r~:,f,c:of'£;1:1;.'

The scene fr<!lllthe WindOwwbere I write year. shead. Tbe. self-<lustaining situation rather pUll my own plug than besatisited " LE'l'HAL SPECKS .
this morning i. one of pesce and tranquil- on a .mall ho_stead may be deemed a with sitting arpund contemplating my'
Iity. The broWn hills, etched 'in wh'ite, sacrifice now, but' these people won't be navel' and. the' groovy graceful relation, Dear FolkS,' .

·.tref.ch across the dist8n.ce to .the snowy" desperste in the years ahead. .hips between man' and his .environment The (so-called '10w'level") nuclear radi-
mountains of Idaho.' Most Americans will someday be forced (no doubt .abstract power lines striding 'lItion planned by our Vice-President ~4
Our little homestead here in thit gentle .' to give u!' thei~ aftluence a~dwasteful, gracefully .across the .realistic Utah lan!!- Presid ..nt is withou~ doubt th; greatest

landiswellsituated't.olet·uspartakeofthe spend't~hablts.The.warnmgnagsare seapel.. . matenal danger faCIng mankind ,today ..
l;ieautyand bOunty ohiature. flying on ·every hand, But the ayerage Even· though'yOU'8re near;ursnmllMllmes,

Eagles courSe our valley. AS many as a'. American is being lulled and gulled. Happy Trail. ' I· believe ,there is a ,~,,:t.,o.b.li~~i<!.\\ to
dooenlargehawksmaybeintheairatonce Politicians and national leaders alike, Dave Foreman brosdcsst the truths Of such' smilies' as
- swooping down and around our pocket, . are gulling us with false hopes. We are led. 'Glenwood, N.M. those recently made by nuclear scientists
riding the thermals over the ridge, or to I!elieve. that if we ,!nly spend more Dr. JOhn Gofman, Dr. Erne~t Sterngl~,

·wheelipg'above thevll1ley before us. ." money, build and buy more automobiles, LEITERS MORATORIUM and other •. The Nov., 17'BU:siness .Week
. ThoSe immeasrirshle values, and many. bum m<lr\lgasoline, produce more.goods, . said about plutOnlum:.,'~;;P~k'tii~'iri';;bf i>

Dear HC.N; . , .more, such as the deer in our orchanI and ' .we,can retumto the dizzying hey-day of the pinpoiilt. wiIJ3<tll a' JI\lI'lI>n,:' '~ .Which.
qusil iJ! the yard; .;areon the pl!,>sside. 1960s. . M.r. Steve AUslander, who,slud all those speck of dust is going to get .into· whose
There i.. another sid .. '· .' We even Use the' stockmarket a. a na- nasty thing.'aboutThe Monkey Wrench lungs? Which speck of literally inillioris of

. . . . Gang: ma r_r to HCN, is.tIie same man ' '. 'Limg off the \!Iild i. a life. of work, of t.ional barometerd rising expect\ltions. . . , specklj? , ..' r .. . c "

· '.acrifice, and of Vlorllily pleasures' .. who ,Said the ssme things in 'a review.foi' We really want the U1'ailiulllworkers to
· foregone.8y\viapprt,ei,cOlumnist,.saysof Foru.Americans; iiisall vanity. Weare the Arizona D!illy Star (Tucson>: AI-h~ve·h,igh~r;.p",ying'job!l:iil~iarenergy,
· the hoIililsteaders, "They actually are Iiv. f'l1led with self-righteous indignation at, thoullli my books ;I1wliygget a bad, time 'Work lIlld.w!, don;t ",ant.thetii,'to get prema.
in( a hard and frugBl exiStence, radically . the suggestion we llive up our .expensive from,reviewers, tl>is is the I1rst case I can tui-" cBriCerfdim; uranium r¢i8.tio~', Ye:t ..
dift'erent from thewaymostlifusli~or tr·y toys and gadgets. No matter that suchaf- 'recall whi!nl'a leviewer actually pursued . .the tycoons who exploit them keep tilem
Iii Iive'm the U.S" in this.era: They haire a flu.ntgewgaw.(.nowmobiles, speedbOats, .me for i,oOO iniles in order to attack my , ignorant of radiation hazards ..
minimal concern 'with financial sec- .. dune buggies, astrodomes,' ad inf'mituml book foiasecond tirqein adifferentperiod, ',."...
urity..... diminish the world's hallic resources, These ies!' That's what I call devotion to duty - J. C. ari~. . " .'
She and others have, pointed out the sig- are American' as apple pie. made in or ,a little beyond. -, Retired Alaskan homestesCier·

nif'lcance cL this:social movement. But it America by red-blooded Americsns. To ' .Anyhow, I a.k for a motl!torium on Raton, N.M.'
seemeto me that they mi.. several impor-' turn your back on these is a desecration of comment about Monkey W...,~ch· in the'
tentpointe. This country was founded and the flag. lehotters colethumn';felHCN. I'd rather read ,..---------'------,.
built bY men and women who were willmg Once we were a humble people-strong, a ut som ing se. The reviewers have NEGLECT'
to work hard, to sacriflce, and to live a .turdyand self-reliant. Now, we are self- got in' their licks: now let the readersjudge Last i8Bue in a guest editorial enti-
fi'ogal existence. For most of them the seeking.Thosewhohaveiilreadyreturiled for them.elves. I'm not worried about tled"LRCCdefendsPlatleCountYair,
pleasures they had were in where they . to the land to make their own way as much them. ' 'water from powe ...plsnt" we repo.,
lived and what they could do with. their as possible have swallowed pride. It isdif- Carry on. that contributions to the Lsra . I'~
own hands for themselves. In thiseraofbig f'lcult to do. But it is far easier when you do Ed Abb River Conservation Council shouIa •.

;.~i~l", ~'.~':~I"~~,,b>gdi' ,:..lI,d~~~~ it of your own free will than when you"are"Wf\lr.Wr..,~~ ,:, ,,' ,.~.::.t ~ th;:::~:~ R~':~~~~~
;. ent"tbem . ~oLw..op ..m,.Y.l.l&JUut\ forcedbycJrcumstance. ~ } ~ ,-. \ '~.'I "r)n)e'g"'e'c~t!i1:L0"'m'''e'n'''ti·o'ri-tl':t'th-er.lh'~':''''t5.''':
being lost. Man is trying to fmd- his' way·' It does not demean your American citi- ,'\ j- I \. , . \ ,\ .} - ~1 leO.... ;ntl. '"' ~KB

back, even if it means giving up the aftlu- zenship to renounce a life-stYle which can HISTORIICAL VIEW should ·be made out to the Northern
ence that others still seek. only lead to destruction of the very values' Rockies Action Group, which is servo

Butmorethanthat,manywho'turnback upon which our country was founded. In Dear HCN, ing as a tax deductible co;'duit for
to the land do ilO because they-see that way the long run, the simpler life stYles will With the worst Administration _ as far LRCC ..
as the only hope of possiblesurvival in the .prevail.· as environment goes - since the
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-1fII Gue~tEditori~l-
Who's the purest. of them all?

by Bart Koehler

Bart Koehler i.Nmthein Rspresents, •
tive of the Wilderness Society. He can be
reached at Box 2661 ,Jackson, Wyo. 83001.

.
-j-

Your opioion matters. .'

I~ Wewailtto knowwhat you think abou
HeN. PleaSeimswer .the .urvey ·that ap
~ In the J""uary 30th issUe.. ..,
'.' .- • '. I;

.....
" "

" ."

, r '

"'l,-f1;','; ;'.,

Rebecca Ambler.
KaslQ, B.C; )-

'; , -
Name : : , ::.~ :..
Addre : : .

'",-< City ; :, .
,ji;j~~,.c..._.III:'-""._;:"': _St8:~:.:.:: : :~:..:.~~P.:.~.;.;~~~..

.~ ":~..,.,.~J<·'/:I·IU.;;)l{ ~:~. ('1

. . -, SHARED DREAMS

• ear Edito~S, .• .•

,.,~ "I'3,.s!lf\'Jl!py,~~;~i,(~..;ip.,t4~'.Y~dsof
KeA\\ip,g; ICPftnciJ·h!1ye ) .u~t.r,~'\<ft~e
January 16th issue of HIgh Country
News-and it ended with "Dear Friends" on
page 16. For you peOple it must beSome-
times unbesral51e to see the national gov-'

:t ~
" Material published in High Counjry News may
be reprinted 'without permilsiOn unless it is
copyrighted. Proper credit should tie given to HiP
Couatry NeWs. Cpnlributio~ Imanuscripts, ph~
'l'wi!'l<'.wiP1'1 ~'l''l'9'!. ~d'lI1"",~u.n6~1l'ffl,.

,tpeedi noot bellerc responStl\Ej(O~~ r,~J~I~:'iKciIM.ers _i'\-'bl! Pu'bli8tea 'OdJ
edited at thediseretinn or the editor-s. To send a sam'
pIe copy to"a rriend,csend lIsil~or her Addrellll.

BOxK. Lander. ~yoming ~2520
Box K, Lander, v:'Y'

82520

•
,

jf:'-;.,A"'"- ....}·notj;B.~.i;;antf";b}, >·I.J.'I9'r~J tfjt J ,
':orlJ '"li..;liTB ~"- !:',5Q-r.J lhtnfi'o:>'"h'1l9 k.~

v..!:-~eli J.6r~J{}1il3 X"d\J ,WU,-,~,::\;rt~O{) I~,~-k.i$ ri 'jt
.:;.rfj q!' r.J:l·!~J 'jJ ·:fl' l d")(~1Q '3~G:~l'J UO

~~j/~:rrU"hr!lJ10;~i\n:vl :)J'fl
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'1t's a beautiful thing to see desert land
brought into production," Sen. Peavey told
the Idaho Statesman. "bUt,it;scosting all CorPoratiOn. Hoodco.had financed the far-: Witliwater and' a plow the land could'prob- ,
of southern' Idaho to put that new land' in . mers during the time they were proving up. ,ablyproduce good'yleldsofpotatO'es.,iugar
(production) because it'staklngwater on their desert land entries. ' .' beets. alfalfa; and grain.
awayfrom the turbines.thatprcducecheap 'The' fanrier~ c~tended that ' they had Thoughnot rare, ground squirrels are

, hydroelectricity." made an: agreement with Hoodco ,in order' particularly im portan tin th is area because
Peavey is worried that aIlowj,ng new'de- to obtain the necelllary financing to pro- they are the primary 'food for the prairie

sert land entry could' jeopardize present vide irrigation ,systems to' deVelop their fa!Consin·the nearby Snake River Birds of
farmers by changing the economics oftheir land., 'Until they were able to pay baCK '.Prey, Natural' Atea •.-Witl\lJut 'th""groufid
operations. Irrigators now enjoy the use of 'Hood~o. 'they said. they' lvould 'per';;itsquiqj,ls. the area could not support the
cheap hydroelectric power to run their'op, ,Hoodco to'(arm the land, . ,,' world's highest known concentration of
'erations. but there' ate no new hydroeiec- The Nin'!h U.s.Circuit CoJ!1'tof ApPelll., bre<ktirig prairie falcoils _ a threatened
tric 'sites to produce 'additional cheap ruled againstHoodcoand·.thefarmere.:S,tat- speci,e•. ' , .
power. . ' . ing that the llj.w forliidsliny OIie person or . I BLM raptor bioloilist Michael Kochert

; IdahoPo,,:er Company ,<IPC) saysaddl-, .association' of "oreons frOm owniIig more ,says his studies s.how about 175 breeding
tlOl1aI electrical demand In the state ,WIll than 320acres. "Congress never iiltended .'Pail's of-prairie falcOIjS in the Go miles elf
have to bernet b~ more expensIVecoal-fU'edbargam ,price·desert:!apd.to tie p'relvided for, cimioil" iIH¢ci;lai-b1iljl\. the1n:aluraJ....n.a.
power :generat!"D. IP~ rs' consequent,ly _ thO'l,enefit of,corporatio,?S'or)lI!'ge ll"',~-.iThisnumbt>n".,preoen>ts'!ID~ted six to
proposmg,to buIld th~ P.~neer power plant " bolders," rul~ thecQurt. 'I, .. ,,', ten per celit of.North'America's ~
so';'thofBOlse. Idaho ~ p~k.pow.erdemand The iaIidwas subsequently repOsseSsed c'1tnoWn,nesting popu!l'tion. About 75'1'-
~8m,thesu~~er d?n~g ~~g~t~on,S~~~I by"the~f~eral gover.~ent. ' , the f~co~s' diet ~s"Towns.end's ground:

: so any addltlpn~ Irngatl?n wIll necessl-' :rlle ~~oQdco ihcident was exposed, but ""
tate new generatmg capacity, argues IPC. ,others remain hidden, says Meiners .."The .... .,.., ,..... .... _,....._.....,

"I' don't think it's fair to the rest' of the ,Desert ,Land Act has becQme,prostituted,'· Ca r'e,Y''Act ..
he says. ·"In many cases it i,s'n6 longer an _

farmersofthestate,whobuilttheir6pera.:. individ1uaI'seffort.". \~'. "'.',""' , l"""r;'r~";j.J

tions on a hydroelectric economy, to all of a The BLM tries to discourage prospective states~··initiQ.tiv.el"h~1g

I'"
.;... ~;' sudden be shifted to ~ coal economy," . f

Peavey told the Statesman. He,calculates desert farmers who can'tilffOl'd the high The Carey' Act was passed i~1894 to
that [PC customers, would be required to cost of c(jnvert~ng the land. In its informa· encoura~e- $ettlement and irrigation of

.' ' tieln sheet on desert land entr}': the Idaho an'd p'ubll'c lands located some dl'slancepay two and a halftimes what they are now
charged. once the Pioneer plant is built,' state office says: "While the actual cosfof from water. The Homestead Act and the

the land is smali. theinvestl)lent requiFed ',De""rt t¥d Act.\Ia~ ~lreadx.dol"!l' oU,t
The_ Desert Land Act was passed in. The· power price inc'rease might make to reclaim it and, obtain title i's usually . tfif;!\~lQ$tfdes~rll~le, eajilily)!"rigated crqp-

1877 to encourage settlement of the West some new desert land entry tOO costly. ac' hlgh .... I\t least $70,000 'to $120.000 niay .land, The Carey Act attemptea: to en.
and "permit the reclamation by· irriga- cording to Peavey. "It·s a question of be required to develOp'320 "acres of lana. ~ourage the. Western s.tates to ,sponsor

~~~~f ~~ ~~i~r:~:~ ~:;i~~h" i~~~ :~:~m~e~~s~~~lt~ fj~t ::~r p;&~~~ri':~:~~~:';~~'::yg~;a~~·c~~ii~~~.~er::J:~ r{zj:t~~~bri~g. s~lI,.m:r.~, ~~d

law originally' provided for the sale of a ofee,n'ttopand,OftathKeat,a"l
h

5O%etolbdOOtShteins~:ectte'srmicanrate.s The econpmic viab'ility of additiohal,lt!'th~r ~~ ~eJyIng;Q"nan !n!jjwidu""s
section (640 acresl to any settler who - Carey A!'t, prQjects in ldaho lE"also'supject effort as required in t!'IeDesert L!IDdAct.
would irrigate pm:t of the land WithiI!, BLM State Director Mathews adm:its toquestion.IntheEARappendix. the ....i'sa theatate~'as%ive" devel~ment'reePon,

.three years after fdilig. " that the' amount and cost of enerw )hst list of proposed C~y' Act prQje<;ts iIi the, sibilities. The state was put in charge of
The law was badly abuseQ. Often cattle ..will besvailable for, putpping: operat;&ns state. A mlijority of the prqjects listed ,are,rmding puqlic or'pri~ate ft!'idiiIg for.bie

companies would have cowbands fil'e are "unknown at this time;" followed ,by remarks 'such as: :'Project . irri'gatip"llrq)'!Cts a'HI fm<1!"Ii~armers to .
separate entries and run a ditch from a' CO"~"P'OR'A"TE' 'FRO' NT ~ever sarictioned. Lack of wlite"." or. buy thewate" and th~ 160,acre"plotsin

sually d at hoi M h fth 1 d ,"Never startcil. Water sourcep'roblems:~ or the'p,rriieet. E.~hofth", en., .Western. sta,~s
u ' ry were, ue 0 e an . , "Unsuccessful ,due to lack 'of .water, aiIi! .. -~ ;' , ;TI •• ,
was taken over as private- range - Dot .' - " , ·~~a~giv,en."asJ~u~~.as_~n~ ":l}~Ii~'ac;~s
cropland, as was origiI>ally intended: Th~ best lands hav~ longsin,ce gone into' fll\ancing." or "BanktUptcy - inadequate' 'for, C$~ Act pro.jei:ts" In sllbse'IHen t

The act was amended in 189i: ~ the' ,"agriculturll! production and remaining de- watk Supply:: : ' ,," legislatio~; Idaho and Wyoroi~g ";",re
law standa to<!ay\ the amount OI"landain - sert laiId !,ni:ryaPi>lica~ionsare economi> 'fro!l,l a list pfriearly 70 prop9S~ CareY,e.acli :givei1 .an additions1.'o'l~ millj';"
individual can fde on is 320aqes. One- ¢a1ly ",arginal lit b,,!,t. saye WilliaI)l R: A~t prQjects in t1ie.tate. 1~8S,than' one- ' acreS.. " ,',: .. ", t" ,':c;,::, "~
eighdI or-the land has to be put under Meiner« MeiI>ers•. a resource con,sullant 'teiIthof the prqjects were labeied as aUF-, , ,In Idaho. the,Ileplll'1;ment of Water Reo
cultivation, for tmal proof of ellg;bility. and a former BLM' planner. ~iiys most re- ,cessfu!., ' '.' ' , '," sources, is respon~jble for admilrisk~
No·person or association of perSons is 1!l- ,maining desert land applicationsinJdaho ," ,. theCm;ey, Acl)aJl!is,pl1~nte<!ip Id
lowed to hold more than one ~20acre aretooexpensivefoiindividuaJstodevi!)~ :BI~,SI<'OUL PLANS , 'rh\'reliJ;~..a.!rilady6i~.~34,ac";SofO., y
r:lling. .watei' \;I'll\" to.~ available: for j;~e . Pl'. ~ei,r oWn. :rchis,~h~,our'W.¢~ CO~P9,:,te 'J" ,,\.. '., .',: " \~" : ", . ""''... .;\ct; landHW,l!!;1W<j.ip J<!aho.'rhi", le""".es
total amount of lrrigable land: Twenty. Involvement - Wlll~1i.s dll!gil1;' ., ,f ',' ',' - Along the nbrth nm;iI'tIre'/lillil<i!:'ttIv,er" ~'l.3ll2,66~'acres',tlie'$iate could ~pply'for
five cents per acre is required at,thetime I, . One cl_ic cs~ !nY/llved "d,;"en ~daiIo,' Canyon'ju'st south' of ~;l~aoil c-ondiiion,s,,' to fdl its quota, bu~ water availability
of,f~ing. Within four years, final 'prfuj: farmers ,)\'ho, atte.mpted 1<? gam pnvate '~reJustr~ghtfortv(othmgs~potatoesand' 'wilLlimit t1ie .1010111 acreage. There are
must be made and $1 an acre paid before ownerslllp of p~bhcla>fd ~r/lugh tIlepe, ground sqUIrrels. ~Ight now ,the ,landIS, P~~"!Itly 82 q~ey Act.applicAtions. on
the hud can.be J?lltented. " :;' sert LilQd "ct aild tJjen·tur~ ~he land over IInculbvated and It p~od.:,,,,:s,the ~te\s • 'fde;;p)d~o.Foven1ig3:ii;060~~ie~:

~QO I tv, ...,. .... ,..-,~.",,~,'''' ....~~eu~J..a"'tnfblrid.~."'Of~-Hoo.d fqlest..crwofT_oWnsend'sJO".Pund sg,ulrrels. ~;... /'">". ~l.~.....i..:.) -t:::...~ .,_.~ . .,.._. ~ t> "-~'\h:S':..1~1':
.' . .....,.,..'" nIbil.. 8·da8lA' ........ m oj.. .~ sW.b.fiV(•• "'1'1 .IW stU dtJw ilj9l wo Is oj '(I a as ... !i,!adl !Jo.tJoqS"l.H .hA

\
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Promise and
prob/~ms. •

(Continued from page I)
and then to determine which land areas
would be hestsuited for development with-
out conflicting with natural values. 'BLM
tried to steer clear of areas with poor soils, ,
critil:al wildlife areas, and Primitive areas.

't resulted was identifieation of a
,eru"IO'ivc<nflictareasinpotentially
bIe lanel" '

ing to BLM. devdopment of these
will increase state, county. and local

gov ent tax revEllues and increase the
avalIabitity of farm producte. At the same
timj;!. it. wiIJ require the allocation of large
qukItities of capital. labOr; energy. .and
water; degrade air and' water quality;,
eliminate vegetation species and wildlife;
and decrease lands available for public use.
according to the EAR summary.

In order to satisfY the iequirementa of
the Desert Land Act or the Carey Act. an
applican t must prove that he can irrigate

, the aesort and make it bloom. Most of the
applications are concentrated in the EAR '
study area because the area has good soils.
a loag growiIig Season. and is in close pro-
ximity to the state's mojot source of water
- the Snake River.' .. '

SUCKING THE SNAK;E DRY
But the famous Snake River may soon be

known as the Snake Riverbed.
"I'm cm.cerned about what we're doing

with the Snake River," says State Sen_
" John Peavey (R-Rupe~t). "We may already

have enough application. on me for irriga-
tion Permits to dry up the river."

"In yeara of low flow. all water in the
Snake iiver east o( the study area is stop-
ped lit Miln~r Dam during dIe irrigation
season. and no flow is allowed from the dam
downstream," according to the EAR. This
reduces the mighty Snake River to a trickle

....- five cubic feet per second (cfs). A recom·
.. mended millimum stream flow to protect

aquatic life has been set at 1.000 cfs at
Milner Dam. "There are,no.enforceable
minimum stream flow requiremen ts set by
the sta'te!l"however.

r
j

Desert Land Act:
public land giveaway'

"
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•

The Snake is partially refilled in the
Thousand Springs area by natursl springs
which tap the underground Snske River
aquifer. Mw,bofthis water is also drawn
out of the river for irrigatiOn downstream.

The EAR' estimates that the maximum
water available for irrigation from the
river is between 5,000 and 6.000 cfs, This
wciuld be enough to irrigate about 400.000
acres, if it was all available,

Stllte director Mathews says the total
amountof water which will beavailablefor
irrigation cannot be determined until, a
state water plan has been completed some-
time in 1977. '

, BIM iii ita EAR considers the alterna-
tive-of temporarily suspending the ruing of
new desert land or Carey Act applications
until a state wilter plan and BLM land use
plana are eompleted, However. under this
option applications already on hand wOuld
be. processed ''Ij.s expediently as possib.,
Since there are abllut 450.000 acresofland
in the study area already.applied for. this
option couid only be cal led a moratorium in-
the loosest sense of tile word. .and it could
undermine ongoing studies.

• Boise

•fD ... HO
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MUnerDarn.

,
GOODBYE CHEAP HYDR9

:,- ~~"'~~ •. i
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agricullu..al development of pUblic lands in Idaho. About 80% of the desert -,'
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. Upon completion of the regional EAR,
BLM'says it is still not sure if an envirm·
menta) impact ststement (EIS) will be reo
quired, but that the EAR will "aIBist in
evaluating tbe need for anEIS."

ResourceconsultsntMein ... ssaysdesert
Jandconversionprogram:& "should deli-

, .DiteJy come under the lJUn'iew of NEP A."
He.cit8e the ceiie of the Saylor. Cteek area

'IIOIlth GfG1eDne'Ferrywhere group d_rt
·1aDd eD!riesCOVenDg 50;000 lU:I'88werere- .
viewed byBLM; BLM,prepu:ed an "ares·

.W!deanalysis: bUt;'notanElS, '.
,~"iil .. t1yBLM feels writing an EJS lliI
p~ up fiO,OOO lICI'eS i&Dot n8Clll8SlllY,"

. _ Meiners. "I'm iNMliDnin( to feel that •
BLMjustdosSn't write.EIS's -'- unIeos you

'~a co.urt·order;"':' '.,'. ..' "
, . 'That m'Y.oofbe a~11""thleat. MejD· ,

THREATENEio R~~~<:-J"::::~~:::: ~;tMau; ..
>•. -J ',,), :WrlteEl'l'son-it8,griziDgprqp'iml.Mem.

hBIi.I::Sbiill'er""I\~.6~'l'!!Y~~;.::"c ,':" 'C" C',', .:': <' '. ..... .' :: ers'iealsobehilldalawBuitf'JIedbythe
proWct!PnlOrthe bir<ls. It c;Ojlllibe#8de ",' '" '>,1 '. "',". '. . ....; " . '. 'ldahoWild!ifeFederation and the Go1d«I

.' inlliaPe~entwith~~,.buti~cOUld .; ~~1:'I'J;9NPUMPS~~~pI~tbe.BlrcbofPreyNIdar8lAria : EagleCbepterofthe,AVdubon /lociety',
'ju~~ l\iI,~Iiioi\y;~!,\il):l",ated"~Beftly;' }ift'l[f'a,?, f1.'omthe Snake ~':"'ov~ !li8C8DYon1VIII! f(o an~ PI"iect. Ilgain8t BLM.Thil suit protests tbe. ap-

. there' are 384/li!i!Ucatioll!lfor <\eeertl8!ld", .~ f9~.;P~to by l\flli¥N· ,K!1F.~aD,- ~Iw:t. 018..... . . pr..vai iii'a clesert'lliD4entJoyin loog-billed' . "

; e~trr~ithiD.'~~~~i4\l:~aif .e~:·pri~ate;~ies 'tAl·r.l~~larnI~d a;.""'· ~1~.IinY public llind for ~gr\culiurll1de- """In( "eetilig hab~tilo!ih f?l~witb'.
, carn~p~I'?:'~ 1.~~·...·a.t·'·rj~t!>.wii~r almOSt inliisCl'iminately.. ,,;'telop~entlOlld iranSfer should beautollla. p~t ~prepal'ationot:an EIS... .

:,'",,;:,.,0,:: J;l~.~'!CX:~eo:.~~",~,p~""""IlTJ~ 1O!l·'!i.EightY-sie year. later, 'in ·1976;:there, tic ... ' '. '.' .... • '. . .
·p1'oJ~ ,/ ~~~~. F~I.s'': an4,.!!.!'r!",,!!¢ij~s.§ ,iiJlJltt'!nj,*ln 90~IB~' endd~ .The sb;lte has asI<!>d tbe U$. Pietrict Law;";;ts";'~ 181!81o~ni<ms, biI'! studies
d~~<\ re .. t"~J1r,i}':;~W!lD.\"aps'G~~"'·"llin.deptty)Th$,prllp!lii8l"was 1Il the f~ of .Court to Me .on this. matter.. .' ". . and ~sWdI8 .. E~ s an~ ,,~ISs, power.

',',il"" ":'",',',' ~~w:~e"1'!M.r81~;>sw~! bflDa~~e.S,! lin. iu'neh~t fu theliropOll",l Bu,t Or- i'. BLMlll8lI.a1 ... be ~ken to tsak by those "plan tB, and.power 'politICs, nmpg deve1~
'.; .' Ullti! the buffer '~ne:~c1 ~"1'(l~~n,glUiiC'ACt,l"gfslation.JlesVy 10~~by ;wlio feel that 9'e requirements oCthe Nlb"","'nt ~.lIIillI~~ \'ising dev~~ment,oP~.ll'

.;.:s1'!dyj";~J11 ..te!L,BI¥~f'eWl "11a.~J':'~.'Icl8lio d~leiat;ionri.pO~" MlOO:this t~nal En~iroM1ental Polic)' ~ct ,<NEPA)t!On, ~oratoriu~s" and p>0r8 d~ds for ~ .
.tural 'converslO"ptoPQs'lls. wlfJ).." ••theiattempt': . " '. . . :".' ," ", 'C aretiilt bemg met: NEPA reqwres allfed.. more of everytbmg·. 'fl!eirevanous factors

.c"sj"Jq~\area as :'1)jg1lc~ict;~ .H~1ver,.Ql1,X:~.WJ£h"Cw.gr;;"ionai .action uniikelyin er8J agenCi~sf.O·rtle '!" envir~nta1 im.. -'; all intsrrelateaand jntricatA;ly tied to .'
bmllS~g!iJdliOl!sc'dirl'~tly>alljacent~?\'tJ):~ .the' i~i,ate future; t1iepush'for reform. pact ststement on any "mlijorfederal ac __· tlte future of'd~sll1't land, conversion in .

stud.Yarea' BLM blur deterriiin~~~.mI'4ui.i<:foii!i/.ed on a .tull-of-warb~eenB~ .tioit. Sig.,ifi"';"'t1y affeCting the' quality cK .l!labo ":- ere coming tAla head.:De,eisioDl
· turalpropbsals'w be "lo,,",,\cmflic:t.",: ,:' ';' .·imil th.state. ofldaho. i' "'." ~ the bumlu! envirmment. " '. . '.' are ~!ringml¥1e which will deternune ·the . .

T1)is arbitrary distiiic;tlon is dis1i!,i'binlt':' BLM'argues tbat thf01rilh. its'enaQiinli-"!Ii thefiv,! years since tltep8!B&ge 'offutureofagricultutejg.ldaho -,-asthecart
·to SOme ,;,ptor pr~c;ti"'1'ists,They.'njt~';I.,g;sl~tion "':'-theTaylOl' Graz;ng .Act and .'NEPA; BLM,hits·turned, ov~to Jdab~(ar-. leads tbe hors81<1who knows where. ..
that BLM s own StudI~~ releal,praJrle fIt!_· theC11lsaifjcation'and,Multiple UseAct ~ mers an average "f 17,000 aCresofpub!ic' =========:;:::======
cons 'feeding. up' to. ~3.ri'iiles·Crom. t1te:thes,g!'Dcyis'authol\izedto reyiew:'!lll pub- land pElr~r~'but not a sinllle envircin: .. .
natu.ral are.a~ w,el~outSIde. t~e ~er~e.e: ,,)icJan,ds and ae~rminetheir ''highest an?.'.men tAtlim~ctst:"tementhas been .writt:en. . 9~i~. ~f ~e EAR inay be obtAt~ed by

.Mlg III !l.1!~IY;,,~t~"'~llF·'~··.:best'\:!se:,M<A"Wlyiilg' these' laws to desert .• B,LM mamtams: "We arecomplytllg whtmg Wilham Mathews/State Dir~r,

~

' ,:,BBM""""Ol'\ls:e~g'-arc~:\!l>cle- . llllid tin.tty r~<i1liri;.Bu,ttodeeidewllich witb the Act (NEPA) by making individual' Bureau of Land Man~ement, Room 398,
. gued to b~tt~r. Identify th~:",:,d n~sof : areas iife best suited fotagricultural de- environmen¥ analysis reports on indio Federal Building, 650 W. FortSt., P.0. Box
. , e ~Jr~s ofpr~y and WIll provid~ ~basIS fllr velQpment.end which areas'are offlimlts. vidual desert laild entry applicatioIis." The 042, Boise, Idsho 83 724. Commen ts on

modifymg tliepresent birds of ~rey study ,.' The stste disagt.ees with this in terpretAt- latest EAR on the Lower Snake region was BLM prqJosals should be sent to the same
area." 'tiQn of. the law. The'Idaho Department of prepared to "update and cinSolidate" thead<Iress .

. ' ..... . . WalAlr. Resources - the stAtte agency re- indi~dua1 reports ~on a ~egional basis" ..
CLEAN.F ~RM.ING" . ..sJ,oitsible (or administering the CareY Act "and to "furtlier assess the cumulative im-.. r.===============i\

~ OJewaypLMIio~e~,tl)mitlimiiethe\~j}it Idah'o .~ says the stsle is entitled to pacts."
~ pact oftleveJopinent Ileal' the natural area Ir-.:.....-".., ... -....:.-- ...... --..;.--..;..----- ..... ---';;'j;-:-..;...-..,..~.. '1 '

istoleavenati.traldeserthabitatislandsi~ " ··R··e. pO' rt· .. fr.o· ·m···.. A', .I'a·... ·skaamong. new fanns. ~ut, whUe BIM isplan·' '. .
'/ ningnew,'1eaveareas/'itts'Qnd~rpressure' . "
• t,cj rel.inquish som~ existing )1abitst isIanWi.• ' . by. GregOry Capito ,~ ..

· in' old .liTigatIon prqjects,\R.ecently,, die' Last December, the Alaska Glll'Jle BOard. , . • . .
BOi~e~istrict9,f!ice reject'ef!:t>I'o.·~~ts ~ authorizedstAtte biol~iststo elilnmate.The Iigency pr0'1'pily ·s\tsi!<!nded:Pl\ym~"t
take over I" e areas,but.a fIita1 decISIOnIS .w,Olves in three' management units:'The '. of .. $10,000 grllll t pendiIlli .woparation <Of
penditlg: "... '... c.'. A;)iiskil De~'¢' Fish & GI\JD8' (An.F&G),anenvironm~ta1itJtpaCts_ment(EIS).

'In :one ~a,. , was. authorized to begin control in un~t .. ~e funds were. to tl;"ance wolf PlIlli-oJ.
_ buy.up leave.~" ,aetmg under a f~." 20-A in the Tan!"'a Fl8fs near FairllankB; programs In A~I<a.". " ,.-":

'erallawallowi,pg, ' the. sille Of isolated in unit i3 ill tlte Upper Sueitna-Ne1chinaJn lat'!!.J!'1il:tary,. tbeDept. .of. o..r""se
.' 'PuQlicJari4)<ii)1eJ,iigjii!St pil!der, Ifll)J\1 /hasm l19rth of AnCl;prs8ei aitd~unit5 •(DOD) asbdAI;lF,&G topol!tpOnetbe Wolt .

hadal1o\\ieil1hilsau.,anY·liiturelea~e.m,.a:.lle\U'.y!lkit,t8t in soutbeast Alaeka,. . .... , hunt on aportiOri'ofdie Tari""a Flats.
.' ··.coUld Iil!"Yi~6d;aSan:!i....lat.edtract 8mf .,•.T~ purWs8 oft!tis progratir ist,o main·., Soine 30% ofthe;ull'it is iiU1itm' .property

~.' ,,'subj~ti;!l!i~~i"":i" .' ". .',,' " ·."'!'tai?\~olfJlOPu1aAoos atlo.w 1",:,e1~fordi~. sitdOOo, ;W8I\tedto <ieterqUit".if an .EIS .

1-, ':.···~~:·~J;;~::,~t~n~~~~f~~:.i~;:%f.:s~:~:~n':'g~~~~'::. :tti!d~e<f~aitfl~~~:~:~=.
.,. " :' ,:",'desertlan'den1ryon t1ireele.avear8asiii~. :'wotihhel!plBld when umnOiestild;by theil" vironinentalieiB·f'tIllCVsult in AncbOl'age
;';·;X~'. ~xi,s!i"'girrigation prqject'~~ll~JMem~' ,priri:}.l,llep~ator~ The.~,·iri:apPl'llVing· "fedilrB)~as~i~gtbat thewci!Ihunt.be.

,p '. 'doye, Hughes hlld"",omlD8l!ded ~thatthe,:thecon:t'r91progr8Dl' ,stIpUlatll4. tbat",- '" balu.J;bJlC8111i1Qlo,EIS bed ,b!leiI nled, as,
' ; areas be retsined for Wildlirt., but wit,hfu ,Il -movlll 'of wolVes must be dciite .liy; Prof..... requireiiby;the NatiOitalEnVironmental'. few dB:ysafter his re~igriatip" he [tied ort.siori4 biologiSts u8inghe1ic!!p~ii .. · .. " •. ...,.PitlitY~A temwtilrY ~Im!,iir.

, .. th!, leave areaS, acCOrding to ibe I~o;::,; lilAl8sk':;;'~ w01fi~,llIit ccln~den\dlm .was i~tc?; halt ~eki1lingOfwo,Ne's ill'
','. 'State JiMirnaL~._. - ·c.': ',.,.:' endmg.,red speciu,:An.eetiinated 12;000" Manq.ment'Unit 13.,,', .;. '.', . '.
. ' ..••.. .~Th~Boisedisttict'sre'.i<ll:tiQno(tIie app1f~>wOlv'esranp thiouilJiout· thil, statAl..,'f1"", ':PiibrtotJiljlegaiJa:litiOn;an~ 20
;'"lii.ti\,';~~ti11ha8 tOQe apprOvilliy's1>ite' 'ClntrciJ"piQgrmit would removeawfoJii· ';l>iveo,Weni elimin~il\ Unit1.3.Pool' '

'.,:' ,~rMstheWS;IfproteSblarefde.r; thil.·inatelYtwopei-centqf.tIies~Wid"pOpu, ,vi.i,bilitY'in'the TaDana'Flatii .nslted·
:' , .. ,.,,: case coUld' lJ.)-to BLM 'National Dirl!cti>r ,'Iation - about' 240 aiIiIJWii: In:tlietlirile ADF&G 6ita to caiTy'out pI81l'nild. iIeriill

' > ~ '. ~\" - - <" • , ~ - ~~ ~ '>C r

i "> 1,> CJJrt Berldulid, or to the, cltI.tits.",. "- ..... tu:dy areas, liiologi8ts'wo~ld llketo 'hunts and:no, Wolt8l'were killed. Ingame

:,:L.Jf)'/. '.." ,··~"~>:~'/';..~;~ti;'f_~~~:!~:;:~,l;j~~:,;==,~~i':'':jt~;~:-'r::" \": ~3';;"~:¥;;~':'i;~'!f;~1f,~';'(',"~Y"•.~(~¥'1ii,m-il'I"'um:~~OI:1titii6lt?iil:~f~~~'Il'a'a~"~'«I!~ •.'~I.""':-····hll$fj9ttie fd8J:iij'S'ilai8isJ;R;;,,,,'Gei,'; hunt sp~ 'friIni·Atil:lliliiI8itfO'\VUJiiiiI",~th~~tIi:~ filt.a 1I1lIier-1.1~. "
. '. .... . .., .""' . · .. ·.... 'l'Msert, ..""'·tiin D,eqOllliiei 'aliciiiistaliu'DCbiilht~ -' tlieli ..... ~'ofwhohu""'Iiu~.' . BoX.' 'K,lIricWr, "" U520;'=:~U:~~tiJiio~''teilt~tlfih.tfiFi.~~:Wirall&l~.p.;:;Jil~'J••~·"wil."~un,;;"," :.!,-'._ 6. :!=:::::=::2=!!~~i!:!i=~~'=:i:==11"', ' '.. - ".' . ',- . . ~. .. ", ' " .~ ..,,~ ".-.

squirrels, acci,rding to the BLM study." ,
Koehert reports that in a similar 30·ollle

, stretchof canyon with equally good nesting
sites but no ground squirrels nearby, only
.three paire ofbreeding prairie falcons were
found. ""

In 1971, the Secretaryof'tbelntsrioL,
withdrew 33 mileeofriver and theadjacent

'. .: , cliffs to fOrm'the Birds of Prey' Natur~ .
. ~ '. Area. Th~ protsctedthe birds' n~ting

, sites;butleft the feeding gr~nl1s""!IllI'8''-.,
ble, Subsequently, BLM t!>mporiirilyWith~\
drew ar._mile bufferzoite olleitherilide, .. '

· of the river. AlsOwi~iIrawri~l\s aniidlW- '.,
tiona130 mII~sofriver ~""yoill!ild.~ ~.,: ,
zone just upstream from the Iillturitl~ .••

. ' .studies were set u.p, to qete~e' tlte .
"ecoi~cal ;a1u~oftJiesurr~~ toe :
·the birds and the possibility iJf~XJllInding·;,
~.the, -l):~turalarea.' -, . ;~;', ~, .

Desert Land Entry
This irnportsn~ issue Of

The High Country News" ..
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, .raging news:
As we look over the past six- months at

High Country News:
1) We have more new readers than ever.

.\ 2) More readers are renewing than ever.

.. 3) We seem to be increasing our income
just about as fast as the postal service and

. the printer are raising our costs,
4) For a change, therefore, we are not

completely broke.
More readers than ever means a total of

3,460 subscribers. In addition, 800 other
people have ac hence to buy HeN on news-
stands around the region.

Our renewal rate during the past six
months has been 66%. That's up four per
cent from our last fiscal year, which was up
four per cent from the year before that. In
short, a good sign.

You 'may have, wondered why we went
into the greeting card, book, and artwork
business around Christrnastime. Since we
are newspaper-makers, not entrepreneurs,
andthere are only five of us who work full
time, we weren't sure ourselves. The step
seemed risky and bothersome, but offered a
chance ofbringing in. needed money.

Your enthusiasm for the products and
gen erous commissions offered to' us by' the
vendors.made it work. We cleared $800 on
the sales. Other advertising brought in
$2,000 over the past six months and our

mainstay, $10 subscription checks, added new friends .. Write to August Dailer for items among the possibilities.
up to almost $15,000 from July through promotional materials. 7. If ~u think a group you belong to
·December. 5:,Better yet, fmd usanadvertiser. We'll would enjoy the paper, arrange to send us

Unfortuna.tely we haven't figured out train you by' mail to be our agent, and you their mailing list We'lhend a sample copy
how to make newsstands pay yet, but we've can earn 15% of the fees listed on our rate to each member and ask them to subscribe.
decided we can sfford to take a small loss in 'card. Again, write Augusnor details. Or ask us to sMd you enough sample copies
that departmentxcnly $20 so f";') in order 6. We still have a generous supply of to pass out at a meeting.
to reach more people. With contributions, HCN 48-page'special editions ($1.50) and Enough scheming. We're healthy and
our income is pushed up to about $20,000 moose or eagle greeting cards ($2 for a happy here and enguIfed'in sun and afoot
over t1ielastsixmonths-an,alltimehigh - bundle of 10) available. When you want to ·of new-fallen snow. We send our best
for us. . , .,;lll.·v",e_a.fr.i.en.d_a_sm..;,all•..;gift,;;·;;;;.,;,con;;;;;s,;;id;,;er,;.;th;,;ese,,;;;;;..,;;W1,;·sh;;;e;;;s,;to;;.;;a1;;,I.;;of;.;;,Y;;;OU;;;._

We spent about $19,500 'over the same ~
period and that, of course, is an all-time "Friends of High Country News" is our of donors to the High Country Ne",s He-
high, too. Our biggest additional expense is way of saying thanks to people who have sean:h Fund_ All these people have been

. anew salary to support our able man in the given us money over and a\lovetheir regu- good to us, and we think they deserve
advertising department-s- August Dailer. lar subscription fee during the past six recognition. .
We've had him on the payroll since mid- months. We have also included the names
October, and we know we need him. But we
must keep him in the agonizing staW:s of
temporary. help, until we can telf if our
'recen't prosperity is solid. August has also
helped us with carpentry, photography,
auto repair, ice skating, bread baking,
ethics, floor waxing, and a dance called the
'West Virginiaclog, so you can see we're not'
just getting an ordinary ad 'man for our
$300 a month. .

Friends of HeN

'I'he success 'of our researdh fund is the
best news of all. It now holds about $3,000
to be used to dig into what we feel' are the
most interesting, important, and badly
neglected stories in the Rocky Mountain

, region. We'll be able to hire a few trusted
reporters part-time to investigate prob-

High praise must go to the writers, lems we've known about hut have never
photographers, and artists who have been able to reach. We'll be able to amplify
donated their work .over the past six . our own research with more phone calls
.months. Our book reviewer, Arizona and a small amount of travel .money. In
poet Peter Wild, has been the most short, that $3,000 will be the beginning of
productive and provocative.fwill you an expansion of our investigative

~.. 1ftt·. I t!:)t. capacit ies. ,
,,~ . ~ • ·T,.J!a~:sq=,c!re.""i in,.~nutshell; tObuiI,da,.c Gang . arill! DO , <nn" fed'

Lander, is responsible for most of the corps 0 skill reporters around the reg-
ion, so that news that makes a difference to

fme layout and writing in our recent the people and the land oftbe Rockieswon't
cen terspreads., slip by us - or you. The $3 ,000 won't

Jeff Clack;. our design consultant, achieve that goal,. of course. But for the
continues relentlessly to try to make first time, our finances mil allow us to
graphics artists of the entire staff. move in that direction.

~'He'swor)ring 16 hours a day at two
J'J6b~'il\ ·1'exas': but' stlilinanage~ to We're eager to be as frugal as possible in

send us cassette tapes full of ideas. other ways to allow for this increased in-
Myra Connell, a retired librarian in veStigativecapacity. Salaries are still $300

Lander, is indexing High Country .a month. We have paid no expense·money
News. ,Here at the office, we've aI- for travel yet. Wecontinue to buy gas out of

. readymsde good use ofherwo~k. We our pockets and to camp or sta;ywith kind
hope io·begin publishing. her index· friends and resders on reporting journeys.
son" so·.that·you Can dig out informa' We are energized by the'opportnDity to
tion from back issues, too.' do work which is needed and appl'eciatelL

And there are others. To mention a We are inllpired about how we may be able
few volunteers:. to improve the paper in the future.'

Writers - John Bartlit, Mike If you share our excitemen~ here'~how·
W~ber,BartKoebIer,Ann L.schimpf, you can help. .. .' . .,. .
Greg Capito, Ernest Lipford, Charles ·1. Donllte whatever you ~aD.afford.to the
Nations"Kevin Markey, Chuck Wi!-' reseai'eh fuDd(W~minliEnvironmentaI
Iiams, Lee Nellis. .. Institute, BoxU97,,tacilson; Wyo. 83(01).

Photographers':-' Dave Swilne~, In t1ie end·it Willbnng you abetter pap"..
Charles W_ Smith, Dick' Randall, AllcontribntionatothefundaretaXdedUc'
Lynne Bama, AriD and'Myron Sutton.·· .. tible. Checks should he made out to
Plus other·writers and photographers "Wyoming Environmental Institnte _ ..
who have loaned us their skill for the HCN Research Fund." . .
small pittance we Can pay. . ·2. Let us know about bright writers who

.. -Artista·- CarJli Sl)Ow"Bob.Lewis,· uilderstand environmental- issues; who
HollY Merrifield, ·PauI' Breeden and ' have a sense dfhumor,fairness, and integ-
his agent, The Singing SparroW. rity; and Who would like to devote part of

Diligentinforiruitionclippers-BilI- their time to researching and writing for
Frye, Dorothy Nice; Dave Olson, Carl . High Country New •• Now we offer a cent
Long, Howartl Dellari:l; Sally Forbes, and a lialf per iublishe.J word. If our in-
R. A. Atkins. come increases, III will the pay.
.Thanks should also g.; to the indi- 3. Send us ideas for stories. What's hap-

viduals and organiiations who sent us peqing to the land in your area that other
lista of people to send a sample paper· concerned people in the region could learn

, , tOH\lndJ thari'ksl'a' Cenl>'a1;,Bimk and., ~?" ~t, wl"l!d,~~i~\tAJ,~ about
'Trostilnd the'WyOllimg'Stiati ..JoutnaI, ·,m..'~Jndi'1g s.t,.l,l1s?'. ", 'J " "

for their help. 4. Find usa newsstand. It may not make
- j ., ::t.i111toJ\..l~1"· l'''UJ _ [fElli:, u8muelih!~eyr,fDut'4t"lJililJlitMllf>1.I8'Te8'ch -lt1"",~!!II!!!"""""~!!!I!I"""I!!fI._III!I!l!II!!'1!"."' • __ ~

~Hqqu;, boo',,1 j dBVS Y;,ltf1~TJV,J<)1 '1.39'( 1.-9q e--Iqi)~ 000.7t .5:rei 9').ai? .'i' r .. ". - ,-<j1HbIJw fO n;)IjtJe'!o!~'{Jl,£)t l~ ~ ~ _

cMoiyn Alderson Charlotte Corkran RUI!ty-MUlIer
Birney, Mont. Portland, Ore. Berthoud, Colo.

Mr & MnfEmil H. Jebe Mr & Mrs H. J. Wunderlich llavld StoninHtcm
Ano·Arbor, Micb. Sl Maries, Ida. Seattle, Wash.

Mr & Mrs Howard Smith Elmer Winters Tony &: Sharon Weber
Pinedale;Wyo. Casper, Wyo, Wheatland, Wyo.

Mr & Mrs Robert Wallick Thomas R: Hoyt Laurence R. EIlO
Big Horn, Wyo. Boulder, Colo. New York, N.Y.

George N. Butler Lea Pengelly Wynn Rainbolt
Newcastle, Wyo. Misaoula, Mont. . Hamilton. Mont.

Finis Mitchell Mr & Mrs Herry Barker J_pb L. Tremblay
Rock Springs, Wyo. Moose, Wyo. Cranston, R.I. .

Thomas Dustin BiDBUllard Henry Caulileld
Huntertown, 100. Carbondale, Colo. Ft. Collins, Colo.

Russell Boulding Bob Flory Ron Erskine.
Orleans, Ind. Casper, Wyo. . Urbana, Ill.

AERO Jennie McDonald John Turkal
Billings. Mont. Menomonee Falls. Wisc.

O id T T Laramie, Wyo. 0 nald T bkin
BVl . orgerson Caroline W. Duell \ - 0 ,0
Marathon, Wise. Ch 1 ton S C Detroit Lakes, Mino .

Fred Schneider ar es ,.. Stuart G. GordonMsrySexton
MarySville, Ohio Great Falls, Mont Denver, Colo.

J. C. Brigga Robert K. Landis Kenneth D. Seylfert
Raton, N M. Billinge, Mont. Am8rillo, T81Uls

Catharine J, Stapp _ Chari .. Catlin Jske" N.ancy Kittle
Gooding, Ida. Bould...., Colo. Gaviola, Calif.

Thomas C_Savage _R. J. Daniel Mr & MncW. If.Steele
So. St Paul, Min!>. Col...ado Springs, Colo. WSiD-wn'' g~r:~'

W. O. Nice Bernard H. Gundlacb'
Newport Beach, ,Cslif. FIoriIB8Dt, Colo. Wayzala, Minn.

Pauline Utter . Glen,Gbere Gerald K. Walizer
L~~~':'':riu.en Rapid City, S.D. a::~;."Conn.

Princetrm, N.J_ .limLaramiClar~"W· San JIM, Calif
~ e, yo. KantGiD _ .

C·BouldC.Long C I John A. Davidson, Jr. Davia Calif.er, 0 o. G ·..L---L Mel. .~
Mr & Mrs Andrew Fuller BJ.......,urg,· SeveriYSdullz

Wayzata, Minn. Fran Mill:hell Rivarlon, Wyo.
Kenneth .l. Margan' Denver, Colo. Robert L. Darnall

K W John F. North AIam- Colo'.emmerer, ,yo. He) M. ~
Mr " Mrs Kan RicbamSOD ena, on•Sleven.J., BisBelI Loulee MlD'ie

J
Land.. , Wyo. GoIdan,ColO. . M_ Wyo..

_ie S. Wilbar Pete Wyman . Ricbard Ward
Bozeman, Mont Spoko_ WUh: . h CoUinB, Colo.

Robert Labile Bohchild" David" Mary Ellan Oloon
.C"peitino, CaIi£ Snowmaea, ·CoIo. HaIrway, Ore.

. WayneManhall - G- Mosem ....· Bob AtldnsWbi"'---, In. -, -------- M.... l8, Mont· Champaipl"ID_
Hame Hell .. · Uinta Chapter Sierra. Club .larry HIIIIIlifIn

Laramie, ~~. Jlalt Lake City, Utah .Wlllhin&t<fn.D.c.
Luna LeopOIQ Iloee ~ . Jim " Lynne llmna·

.Barkeley, CaIi£8aJI .1_ CaIi£ Wapiti, Wyo.
Peter Houlihan Pem ~ CbarIeB" D'aI'otIJy Vaila
~i=.;.~~1ikonie. Dov.-P1aiDa,N.Y:. e-.a,CIIti!·

M
JodtPuch .. Marylmman , , ..

araOiIlee, m. G W"- ·W ..... aJver, Wyo. ....... yo..
Alan Gallagher . Robert C. aqbeti , . Robert Radrao!!

IIould.. , Colo. Trantlon,.N.J. . Provo, Utah .
Wild.. F. Bellamy L. A, BibI.. Arthur DcTciIwn·

Jackson, W~. KalirjleD, MllI1t . Mapiewood,·Minn.
LaIry SourbOar . Dan L. P1ank . K_ A. Dahl

Boulder, Colo. _ Boulwi Colo. _ . SMtted'la Ariz.
Mr & Mrs Chari .. Beck Bruca And..... Mrs.I>Groth, . y' Darlwn .

Ojai., Calif ..Rozanne Sayre BiDings, Mont' , Carmel Valley, Cal!£
Lloyd " Hi.IeoWampl.rW. ~.,Morpn

Naw York, N.Y. ~, Wyo... Hamil""" M... t.
. Sheila Arnold RieluUdMc:CutCben . Davic1·E.....t
, Laramie, Wyo. Columbus, Ohio .- ·1lockJ Ffri, Coio.
Donn Driscoll . Jarry Plunkett Rntb c.Dou.glaa

C_, Wyo. Butta, Mont St HailDa, CaIi£
Glan F. Cole Mr & Mrs Spencer Amend Loren "Gail O'Haver

. Y~ __ e Park, W~. Tiiard, <he. . Sund_ wio.
, J Mr&\Mra"-Jcim 0'Ne8Ie\ ,--{'t Edirard'P'GII! ;~~'/'_".'_;\"1: ~...Edwald~ 'j'~ ~'j ~l"
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He cla'IJs the c~ with h<HJkedhands:
C~oseto the sun in lonely lands.
Ringed with 'the azure world, 'he stands.

, ,

',Snake'River Bin

Studies tell hov
, .

, by Bruce Hamilton

The Snake River Birds of Prey Natural
Area was established in 1971 t.'\!e Sec.
retary of the Interior to pro~agles,

'hawks, falcons, owls, ospreys, "and vultures
L birds that are collectively known as rap,
tors. The natural area, located 35' mile.
south' of Boise, Idaho, is home to the
greatest known concentration of breedin:g
raptors in the world.

The natural area encompasses 31,000
acres ofland slong 33 miles of rugged vol-
canic river canyon. The cliffs, which rise
;more than 500 feet above the river, provide
excellent protected nesting sites.

Fourteen different species of reptors
have been sighted in the natural area, Gol. ,
den eagles and prairie falcons are the most
abundant. Other raptors in the .area "-
elude peregrine falcons, bald eagles, bur-
rowingowls, ospreys-fetruginous hawl&,
great horned owls, red-tailed hawks,
marshhawks,American kestrels (sparrow
hawks), and American e ough-leggad
hawks; . f. ';. _, .~ i _,' .

The Bureau of Laht!iManagement. the
federal agency, which iadministers the
natural area, is m.the.process of studying

, adjacent Iandsto determine how much

land is needec
what future ex
made, The sn
mil(~d-i~
30:1~ stretc
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mile wide bull
canyon.
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P~EY SPECIES. Young
Townsend's ground squirrels
are weighed and tagged by re-
searchers. This rodent is 75% of

'the prairie falcon's diet. Photo
by W. E. Melquist and courtesy
ofBLM,
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~~~ ~e:d,~A.~g.~I!1;Jl.bim crawls
He watches frOmhis moun~n walls, '
An,dlike a thunderbolt. he falls.

~~ :t
f; /.

•
< i- "YQtJNGBAGLBS,~~romloteCOl\froIm~ 'C8IIiiI!r88In,r8ptor nee. to determine wi!at"t\le bird. are '''"f.' ..,,:,._ ;:,.:. '. "..", l i.
...l-f'·~f""."~~r~~~It~"8Ddc~{>dtB~;.~· ,d (ti.'.'?: ,M·,·,,",,·~",Il·~:~:.'~""~!)..'.r~~~~~"'.i~l~~-~tt~~*"r~t."j?...~~,J t;f, _f .."'P....jfiJ;;'!G...'t~J.{.I>{~~tt.I~9t{l<O-.i.A,

." • l·~·t:4.< ,'\ I' ·,!,.j~·I'- ''-l\f.'',1 ,,",• .- '''!'.f~'''?-.t":l'·''·'''4i ',-j"" T!I' ',. .. ~ 'j\' ~.~.I' ,. ~ .._ ~ a,"" '.:l"''''''''~''''''·'''J<.·.o1.if ~• .-.• "" •• _./~: ••~",- _~,.. ct,'.'!_:;>A."-" ~ "'... • it )

From "The Eagle" by Alfred Lord TennY80n 1809-92

. ,POLORCODED.
~t•• :1"',1"I.~iidil oipt_,~Nal

.~., ... t: , .... I", -p>;: ,

• ' "'ludy area' and'
Michael N. Koch



'-Snake'River Birds of Prey Natural Area

'ies feU how to prbte~t raptors
"Feb. 13, 1976 - High Countsy News·g

mlton land is needed to protect the raptors and .
what future expansion proposals should be
made. The stody area covers 755 square
mil(~d -includes the natural area, a :
30~ stretch of river canyon' just up-
stream from the natural area, and a five-
mile wide buffer zone on either side of ~he
canyon.
BIM has temporarily banned activities

that would conflict with raptors in the
study area. "The key conflict," according to
BIM raptor biologist Michael N. Kochert,
"is the competition between man and bird
for an area highly suited for agricultural
development and bird habitat (see front
page story for more details)."
.' BIM is' also being pressured to open up
the study area for geothermal energy exp-
loration' and development.
A dam and reservoir .known as Swan

Fails-GUffey has been' proposed by the
Bureail'OfReclarnation and thestate.which
would .inundate part of the natural area
and-could increase human disturbance of
nesting -raptors, Swan Falls-GutTey plans
is exempt from the protective withdrawal,
according.to'BEM.I" ,C
In: 1972.rese.:tehwas mitiated·byBLM

in th""study area toideterrmne ·the,birds·
ecological requirements Imdpotential con-

flicts with development proposals. "Before
we make management decisions we need to -
get the results of the study." says natural
area manager Douglas Smithey. The study
will be completed in 1980..
Kochert says BLM has con tracted with·

researchers from several universities as
well as relying on agency employes: "We
have 18 researchers stodying everything
from snakes to eagles," he says.
One researcher is studyingHvestock

" grazing in the buffer zone and how it mod-
ifies the raptors' environment. Prelimi-
,nary studies show that grazing maybenefit
the rare prairie falcon. "Prairie falcons
hunt on low dives and close clipped grass'
helps." explains Smithey.
. On the other hand; row crop agriculture
appeara detrimental to prairie falcons and
other raptars. The' falcons depend on
'I'ownsend'sground squirrel. for food, but
the rodents are eliminated when the
natural desert Is irrigated and farmed.
BLM'is considering purchasihgprivate in-
holdings and n:jecting future agricultural
conv'.ersion proposals in the natural area to
protect the birds' haliitat. I '
BCM has prepared a free-color brochure

on the natural area arid its raptors which is
available by writ ing: Mana!!,r, Binla of
Prey Natural Area, Boise Dia1rlct <>flree,
Bureau rJ: Land Management. 230 CoIlihs
Road. Boise, Idaho. 83702. &e9ue.ts for
group tours of the area or additional infor-
mation should also be sent to the manager.
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TAXING PARKS

by Michael SeUett
guest columnist

When Grand Teton National. Park was
expanded 25 years ago, Sen. Cliff Hansen
(R·Wyo.), then a county commissioner; led
the opposition to park expansion. Hansen
and his supporters argued that taking
some 200,000 acres off the local tax rOlls.
would bankrupt Teton County.
Now, a quarter of a century later, Teton

County Commissioners are concerned
about further park expansion, again be-
cause of lost property taxes ..
The u.s. House is studying a piece of

legislation th"t ssems to answer all of their
questions. A bill preposed by Rep-,James
Weaver (D-Ore.) would authorize annual
in-lieu-of-tax payments to counties for fed-
eral lands within their boundaries. In-
tended to offset the property tax revenue
lost from federal holdings, the measure
calls for paying counties 15 cents per acre
of federal land within the county.
At present the bill includes lands held by

the Bureau of Land Management and the
U.S. Forest Service. But staff aides on the,
subcommittee studying the legislation say
that it appears certain that National Park
Service lands will be included in the final
prcposal,
Inaddition, Rep. Teno Roncalio (D·Wyo.)

is going to propose an amendment thet :
would double the payment for wilderness
areas to encourage setting aside more land
for that purpose. If Roncalio's amendment
were accepted and perk lands were also
included in ijJ.e bill, Teton County. would
realize more than $2 million annually in
federal payments.
A1though'the bill would represent a

windfall for park.rich Teton County, its
overall implications for the state ofWyom-
ing could be less positive, sccording to Sen.
Cliff Hansen. By accepting the 75cents per
acre formula, Hansen says, the stete would
be forfeiting current income from mineral
royalties, grazing fees, and timber .sales,
wiih slightly over 30 million acres of

federal land in the stem, Wyoming wOuld
receive $22.5 million under the bills before
both the House and Scoate. Under the pre-
sent system, Hansen said, the stete reo
ceived $27.8 million last year in ritineral
royaltl8s and fOl'8st receiptS.
Furthermore, amendmen~ ~ the min-

eralleaaing act whicb increase the,amount
of royaities retUrned to the stete would
have givllll the', state $44.3 million 'last
~, if they had Ileen in effect~ These
amendments have, srread; Passed the
House and 8eIllIte and aJlPO!ll'to have a
gOod cbaiu:e of 8pproval by the President.
Idea1ly, <:onsreas would allow individual

counties to decide whether they want to
acCept the 75 conte per acre or continue to
accept the revenues frcm mineral, grazing
and timber dev~op""",t. In reality, the
, ",oipecta of suCh an _ment appear
,dim, """ording to Hansen.

Your opinion valued. .

We do value your opinion. TheJanuary
30th issue ofHCN contains a reader sur-
vey. To guide us along, why not fill it out
and send itd;(r~us?~· .. "'.:> !-'"".,}1 "} ~ .
': i'I';'~ I '·'u ~,.'-t·~·t'L'·~'{~'l.~.11i,\\'/"f:l; ":f
Don't forgetl
1'-. - ._

'0 Of r ~

liMR~T. lA'

TV A HEARING SOON. The Senate Pub- ground and hislack of knowledge of,metgy' , tNSlDl'RS' Q1l11' ·OVEn-IitUCLEAIt"
lic Works Committee will be holdipg hear- questions, A staff report on his business RISKS. Three General Electric Co, en-
ings Feb. 17-18 on thll';omination{,r James dealings is being kept quiet by Sen, How- gineers who designed and built nuclear
Hooper as a director of the three man Ten- ard Baker (Rs'I'enn.). Hooper's vote would reactors have quit their jobs to work as
nesseo Valley Authority board. Hooper is be crucial on the board since one of the volunteers 'against nuclear power, "Nuc-
opposed by the United Mine Workers, the othertwodirectorsiscautiousaboutTVA's lear generation is a technological monster
Friends of the Earth, the Sierra Club, the massive expansion into n'uclear energy that threatens all future generations,"
,Environmental Policy Center, and several production. Western Senators on the com- they said. In their .estimation; nuclear
Senators and Representatives because of· mittee are Mike Gravel (D-Alaskal and power plants cannot be made safe enOUgh.,
his ethically questionable business back- Gary Hart (D·Colo.l. to justify the consequences of th~ risks in.

volved. All three gave up $30,000 to
$40,000 jobs to volunteertheir services to
Project 'Survival, a Palo Alto, Calif" en-
vironmental organization which supports
the nuclear moratorium initiatiye to be on
the ballotin June.

Jim ~rId,..power plant In WyomIng. Pho,to by JRCk McLellan.

The.
Bot Line

eurtY new. from, across the country

-. ' EASTERN COAL CHAlLENGE. A $45
million coal dock being built on Lake
Superior "will make Western coal availa-
ble for the first time to Michigan generat-
ing plan 18and will challenge Appalachian
.coal's dominance throughout .bhe Mid-
west," according to the Detroit Free
Press, as quoted in The Onlooker. The
dock is being built by Detroit Edison Co,
and will be used. for moving coal from De-
cker, ~ont.""and pe~ha!,sd',pm !;iP..f~h'!
.Dakota. Edison proposes to ship coal by.rail
to the Lake Superior port and then move it
by barges to Detroit,

WIND POWERED HUTS. The Ap-
palachian Mountain Club is investigating
the'feasibility of powering its mountain
huts with windmilts. Presently, huts in the
White, Mou_ins.ot:.N._'H~_
powered ,wi~h~pFi>p'aI\b whic.lt,isr'eithe~
packed in or flown in .byhelicopter. 'Ill

Sulfur dioxide. control battle roqes
Despite an agreement between Pacific utilities have also found themselves at land, Ore" says his company will drop the

Power and Light Co, and the state, the bat- odds with the state over sulfur emissions - suit ouly "when the company obtains the,
tie over sulfur dioxide control equipment Idaho Power Co.. Utah Power and Light relief it needs." The stand·ard,s-etr.bY the'
still appears to be raging in Wyoming. Co., and Tri-State Gen""ation and Trans- state for existing plants ''pushes ,the IIn1its
. State officials heralded the January,ag· mission Association, Inc. Each of these of the technology right to the pin," says
reement as aslgn of the utility's commit- companies, including PP&L, has tried to Bach. "There has never bsen a scrubber
ment to put sulfur dioxide clean-up equip- void the state regulations through a court designed to meet that strict a standard."
ment on all four units of the Jim Bridger review, but courtheeringahave been indo- Other scrubbers in operation have been on
c'lll-fired pci)Verplant near Rock,Spring., fmitely postponed while out-of-court set· smaller units, using different types of coal, ,
Wyo. " t1ements are tried. he explains.
BobMoench,divisionmanagerforPP&L In its coUrt petition, PP&L called the

, . , Other challenges to the regulations mayi11Wyoming, says the clean·uptechnology., stete's rules "arbitrary, capricious, and
bs ahead, "Ihre don't get astrong ci>JIimii- , ,is not ready, however, "Blue sky mchnol· characterized by so abuse of discretion." ment from,UP&, L (Utah, Power and Light;'

ogy" hecalls it. His company isprepared to ,The rule-making body, the Environments!
returnlD the courts to try to void the regu- Quality Council, hss not shown that the Co.) we will have to,go to court soon," Ki,te '

says, UP&L has not respond, ed to thelations,ifthestate asks them to install sui· power plants will cause air pollution as " ,
, iltl\te's ¢'fers to negotiate a compli~cefur eqaipment bB ..... they are ready. defmedin the Wyoming Environments! ., ,

On th.r_ three units, PP&L hss ag_ Quality Ac;t, PPB!:LclaimB. ,schedule for the company's Naughton
coal·fJred power plant near Kemmerer,reed to ,insts!l the equipment, but they, .. While the agreementsigned in January ,,' ,

,hav,en't.saidwhen.Onunitfour,PP&Lhas may have":created the impression that Wyo.
said it will instell the clean·up equipment. PP&L has lilstinmrestin its tawsnit, actU· Stateofticialshave beeo more successful
before the unit g.es into operatioli, but'has ' ally the conlpany has not -for at least two " negotiating with the' utilities behind the
warned the state thstit may.ask for a var~ reSllODs. " I· , propOsed Laramie River plant near Wheat.
iimce. ~ Onthefu'iltthreeuuits, while PP&L has 'land,Wyo. Therethj,state has pronrleed to
Despite these gaps in the agreement, s-amit will install scrubbers, no compliance grant a variance from the sulfur dioxide

state attorney Marilyn Kits ~ PP&r,'s' schedule ha,s been agreed upon. regulations - if the control equipment
"willingness to comply is a big smp." " On unit four, the company has agreed to purchased by the operator dossn't work.
"Their attitude is 100% different than , have equipment ready when theplantgoes With that assurance, Bssin Electric Co.,

when they were in the last legis1stive ses· into operation, probably in December of one<lf the utilities, dropped its applicatilliil"\\\
sion (b'ying to overturn the stete regs)," 1979. But PP&L hos warned that it may for a lO·year variance from the regulll)!
Kite says Nevertheleas, PP&L hss made request a variance, to allow the plant to go tions. In addition, another psrlner in the
sure that signing the agreement will not 'into operation 1£ the sulfur equipment is Wheatland prqject, Tri-State Generation
weaken itS pOsition in a court suit, Kite not ready by that date. and Transmission Association, agreed to
admits. ' If the state doesn't satisfy PP&L on both drq> mention of the Wheatland plant from,
P~&L ~,!l'e, f~~~ u,tili\Y willing to.the"onP~iance,schedulellJl.~;the v~, it.'" ,pet~jqn ,.4> "!,YIl. ~e' rew!lItjons.,f,O'

beginnegotia~i\Ins'1Y:'{q'!;li'~l(ilteaboutthe PP&L will presumably rIlv'lye,the.n-"la,w- "'Viewed",, ata.1'e:distl"u:t lXll!r.t.·I;Il<f1~P&L,
strict sulfur'di'oirlde regulations, which suit, illready filed in state district court. it.has not dropped its legal threat to the
took effect a year ago, A nUlJlber of other PP&L attorney Richard B""h,-in Port· state's rules altogether, however, ' .'

,- - -6<7"" ,.9'ln Bad aso1uoo9J1aeJs.1c nr£~!fJJoM. : ;,.,tUa.s9f 1~:)~"',"', '. ~ne.dj be.L -.fi'
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GILLETrE TO DOUGLAS SPUR APPROVED
The federal goveenrnent has taken another im-

portant step toward development of Western coal
by approving construction of a new rail line de-
signed to haul coal out of the rich Powder River
Basin fields to existing rail lines at Gillette or Doug-
las, Wyo. The 115-mile line between the two cities
was sought by the Burlington Northern and the
Chicago and Northwestern Railroads. The project
was approved, by the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission at the 'end' of January. It had been at a_
standstill u ntil the Supreme Court lifted an iWutl.c-
tion op activities in the Eastern Powder River
Bashi earlier last month.
Long-range plans call for hauling coal at a rate of

48 unit trains per day, each witli about 110 cars'
The ICC also ruled th1lt the railroads must pro-

vide "suitable and safe" crossings for property
owners in the area. This seems to satisfy a grOup of
38 landowners who had med petitions with the ICC
protesting an environmental impact statement
which showed that the railroads had def"mite plans
for only two underpasses.
Construction on the rail spur could begin this

year, according to 'a project eugtneer.Tt is the
ltU-gest railway project in the u.s. since 1931.

LRT.aE4-V2

Existing .rail line

)VALL STREET INTEI!EST.Theoffice
of the Northern Great Plains Resource
Program (NGPRP) is receiving requests
from Wall Street brokers foc cqlies of 'the
-report recently released on coal develop-.
ment in the region. The brokers explained
they're trying to decide whether t,9 inves\
in dreglines or in Offshore oil, according to
JOhn YanDerwalker, NGPRP prqjeet man,
ager, in a speech in Casper, Wyo.

Feb.13,1976 - High CountryN_ll

RIVER COMPACT, CHALLENGED.
FQllowing a successful dis1ric~ court battle
against the Montana Department of
N atoral 'Resources, Intake Water Co. is
, planning action against the Yellowstone
River Compact Commission. Intake, a sub-
sidiary of-Tenneco, wants waterfrom the
Yellowstone River for coal gas prqjects
using a lignite field along the Montana,
North Dakota border, according to Coal
Week. Signed by Montana, WyOllling, and
North Dakota, the compact prevents diver-
sion ofwater to coal fields outside the basin
'without the approval of all three states,
The company is challenging the constito-
tionality of the unanimous consent provi-
sion in the river compact The company's
battle with ilie state in district ,court was
over the validity of a water claim for Yel-
lowstone River water which was filed just
prior to a state moratorium on water.

STOP THAT EISI T... environmental or-
ganizations are trying to stop work on a,
final environmental impact statement
(ElS) on an oil shale prqjeCt in northwest-
ern Colorado. The prqject, planned by Col-
. ony Development Operation, has been in-
deimitely suspended. The groups have
asked the Secretary of Interior to half ac-
tion on the im)!llctstatement until ''there is
an active prqject wit!> a proposed time
schedule." Hollis Dole, president of Colony ,
'criticized the gfoups for "attempting to'
terrI\inate prematurely 'the most thorough
(environmental impact) -analysis. under-
taken, to date." The groups argue that
Colony's impacts might change when vie,
wed in combination with other shale plants
.whichmay go ahead in the area, rendering
an ElS based oncurrent conditions useless.

. . . .'. l . NO MORE NUKEs, SAYS COSC. The

Lamm happy Judge enragea Colorado Open SP8<:e Council says it will
. "'. oppos~ "unconditionally" any prqlOsals for,

"Sixteen billion tons of federal coal are. nuclear power plants in the state. The
under lease now yet orily 10% of the council.is also against new nucle~.~el SITE IDEAL FOR, SOLAR. The f"lrat
leasehol~rs mined coal last :Lear, ,pr~uc:, processlJlg "."d nuclear weapons faclht~es, three residences in a new development in
ingtwo per oent'Of theiiationiil COOI prO" and, the _8h1p~ of, nuclear, mate~s 'southwest Colorado -all will USErsolar
duction,· she said. ' ' through Colora<l"o. In a, formal polu:.y energy heating and'j:ooling sYstems, ac-.

state~:.nt on nucl!"Jl' f"lsslOn,~ecouncil . cording to the Ouray County. Plain-
"The fact that Kleppe has apparently ag- said It feels grave concern over accldenc dealer. The location has been rated excel-

reed that more stringent state laws ,will- tal releases of radioactivity from nuclear, lent by the National Science Foundation
apply to federal lands may help Montana, activjties, possible diversion of radioactive for available sunshine and' clarity of at-
but won't help Colorado at all," said Taylor, ' material for terrorist uaes, and roxic waste mosphere necessary fin- efficient ,use of
", . , we have a law aBbad or woraethan the srorage probleins. casc is a-coal itjon of solar radiation. The sillar energy systems
regulations themselves." ' more than 40 state enviroomental and ciii- are being engineered for the-4>ghill ViI-

" . zen ,groups. lage develqlmertt by Solar EneriY Corp. of
Pueblo, Colo. '

Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm said the net
effect of a resumption of federal coal leas,
ing.wilhbe,henci'icial for.hissfate, Montana
,f"TOIfJ'Porii Jftd'g'e'called':th'e'erfd' to thefou\'-'

• federal n:o~atorium "unbelievable"
and "very ill timed,"
While Lamm commended Interior Sec-

retaryThomas Klewe for the "open man-
ner in which the. secretary has allowed the
states to examine an~ work with pr~osed
(<\de""" ,reclam/l~ion regulat.ions," Judge
1}!I<! ~tnYiP!'!!S., ~)Ne had<hQ~cHha,t
UIiifotm4~t{lJtreguJ,at~oll,s ,wouIcl,l}e~es...
tablished before the mor.atorium 'lias'
lifted," said Judge; " ... remember that
President F:ord has twice vetoed federal
s1rip::m-ining lpws," ; ,J",:- ~
".,Lamffi, ....iah,e,·thouglJ,t.tQe ~tatess~9red,
'a Hmajor breakthrough" wh,en'f~leppe
pledged to apply state reclamation laws on
federal'land if they \vere mOre s,tringent
tlian 'federal" standardS'!' Judge reserved
praise' oHhis'decision~' sta£'ihg that there!
ai'e'stillOptOblellis' fof'Montaila iti the' "b!
seHce r'of'1iriifo~m'-natiorl~ide stIlndaros:
Fo'? iiisUi:nce~Judie said cOOl 'develOpers
carl threaten'toliJ.mp'to oaier slates if'ane
state's'staiidar<1s are riot relaxed. ," I'
"Itputs\lsin a bad position," Judges3ld:'
Lamm, said he wO\lld_"prefer" to have

s,een.J.edera~ z:~gl9:~a,tion. an~ leasi:ng
l.~Y{JSI,"~!1?~cted,~ befW'e . th~, ,le~s~ng
-'Q.19P.J,_W,rip.m __w~ l~ted'l - ,4.. " ' '

,'Wyoming Gov,Ed Herschler said hewas
stili 'Very much.concerned" about-federal
pree;Jption of ,,Wyoming-'s i~d reclama-
-tion law, He sa·id the new policy leaves to

~e< diic':"Jlon ~ttlte l'ecreta,Y. of Interior
\..~ ~xac£ nature of ~tate involvement in
leasipg decisions, _ '. .'
'fhe, Colorado Opsn'Space Council took

issue with Laffim's optimism '00 the effect
oUhe leasingresumption, COSC presiqent
,'Mar""f,Ilsyl",.,.aid,. "INs il_"oiItl~.~
,,:W"W! stlil ;wltl!O'nf'.n~iJIgful gblte'<ltHp
"'_rh-inmg-corttrols'·ih C(}lorado~ and the De·
partitie~ t:jqt~lnt~;!9~~J,~rM~n~'rL·,td<,;;ewgpi.
strated the need for more coalleasmg, . , ,

Gillette

PSC-SHAPES'DEVELOPMENT. In
North Dakota. utilities seeking water from
the state must first obtain a certificate of
, site compatibility f~om the North Dakota
Public Service Commission. This new pro-
cedure. instituted by the N,D, Water Con-
servation Commission, makes the PSC and
not the water commission the lead agency
in energy development matters in North
Dakota. Mike Jacobs. editor and.pubhsher
of ~ North Dakota newspaper called The
Oalooker, says the water commission
"acted to remove themael ves from the front
lines" of energy development controver-
sies.

Powder River'
Basin coalfield

~:1'~,
' 'Douglas

, '

Existing rail line '

BLM flooded by.
Goalapplications

WATER PLANS FOR UTAH SHALE.
The Ute Indiaushaveexpressedlnterestin CROW TRIBE REFILES SUIT. The
'owning 50% of a dam on the White River in Crow Tribal Council has rartled its lawsuit,
utah that would supply water for the to cancel existing coal PrOl'P"ctiqg permits
White River Shale Project. accordiilg to a and mining'le ..ses in federal dismct court, ', "c, While ..the, stage is heing set by the In-' manager for the project quoted in the' in BilIings ..The original-lawsUit-was dis-

~riorn'lpart.mentf~'renewed cOal leasing Deseret News. The Indians would be wil- missed on a technic8lity. The_suit charges
onJeder.lt1larids, the Bureau of Land Man-, ling 'to P'1Y·a proportionate share of con- that thep~rmits'and lellSCs do not cOlnply
agemen't is w""d~il)g how it will h~<!le striIctio;' costs. The oil ahale develqpers with the Code ofFederal Regulations, that
!;hevoillmeofpref.rence rignt lease~ppli- would purchasethe'1,Vater from the tribe the Interior De)lllrtmentand the'Bureau of
, ~lj.tion~ that ha¥e been' awarded in, the and from conservsncy districts, The prop- Indian Affairs did not exercise their trUt'
w.est. according.to CqaI Wsek.,osed'oil,shale phint would require between responsibility. an!\tIiat the leases and,
.Under the ol,d ,leasiI!g regulations, the 2,000 and 3,000 acre-feet ofwatei;per year permits dO,not comply with t!)e National
awlications. were awarded ,to companies and would he completed within abou'tthree ' Environm~ntal Policy Act. ' . '
which discovered pre;iously unk!tQwu coal years. 'WASTE WATERS CdULD CARRY
reserves. These preference right appliea- IZ ' ,COAL. 'SeWage ,effluent ~ould h~lp send '
tion~ ha"e not been proceSsed since 1973. AR ONA, NUKE OPPOSED. Arizona coal from Wyoming to Arkansas, says
due to the Interior Department's coal'leas- Citizen groups ~ O"poSlUg a three reactor , Energy Transportation Systems Inc. The
lng morato,rium. Secretary of Interior nuclear power plant west of Phoemx. The firm which .is planning a coal slurry
Thomaa Kleppe lifted that moratoriulJllast Arizona CI,ea!,Energy Coaliti~n is argning pi'peiine coonecting the two s tates, has of.
moo tho Under .the new leasing regulations, agamst it at oonstructlOn permIt h~1lgS fered- to buy, effluent at about $12 an acre:
there are I\opl\eferencerightsro cOlJlpanies In DecemQer ,snd, Janua'!. In addi.bon, foot from the WyomingcitiesofTorrlngton,
which iIisCover "lserves._Allleasingwill be Arizonans for'Safe Energy IS CIrculatmg a Gillette, and Casper. The wastewater re-
comp'ctitiye, petition to stren~lien state regulation of ~eives secondary trestment hy the cities
" Wyoming has lIlore preference right nucles;'\!Ower,Slmtiar nuclear regulab~n lind ETSI would treat it further with OJ<-
lease applications than any other state - Inltiabve petitIOns are.belng Circulated I': ygen before mixing it With coaL A"'ETSI
72. Fifty-one of th.ese are in the 'Powder other states m the regIOn. apokesm.m said the f"mn wanted to sup-
River Basin, ' , ~ plementunderground reserves wliich they
In northwesterlJ Colorado, 13 applica- ' . have, permissioll to tap in the Madison

,.t,ions-cov....<21,.963acresaad,l,075million c""" '" ,L",' ,.~, ~ " , , _'_"" Fonhation, He said ~'IJAp>·T_ ,a"lli
. ~'4Jfq.e~IfVIeS': 1~IJ",~.,.,r.~"",,"-';IJ~\'I •r:':tr-!'.T ~ ,JJ J'J"(I'.",t.'l. ~.•. ,. -f <. ~.- ··,.tI'~,),:U.f" f J :calio (D~WYO.)has promised ~ withdra"

InUt8h,-UtaI\"Power'sna bght'Co:'has ',., -'" ,.' " his opposition to the pipeline ifETSI can,
_se,venannlications' Amax Cnol has I~ anll e eI 25%of't ired 15 000 .,M~~r:i:;~"st:tt~~it~~'.1f::fi~.! J. k!. ~~t.l:i J~I-Jli~ .l£WJ ev op 1 srequ -, ~re-l~yem flum abOo&gtoancl wutas:,

I
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Regional 'legislative •review'

Land use opponents. push legislators to,cgm'promisEU
. , . -. , .. ' . . , " -:.....,> "-'. '. ;.; : .. ~~~.

Opponents of landuse planning out- . four coontie" which produce pho"Phate. of about $1 inillionaYe8r,ac;eln"<!iJigtOThe )low.andqualityofthef.iverartddestI'oyln.g'
numbered its IURJOrter" at a public hear- PreBOIitly,the stste receives about $1 mill, Idabo BtatesmaiL part o(the ,,81ueof dams already buil t, "the
ing in Boise, Ida. And some of the state'a ion a year' in royalties from phollphate" . . !ltstesinari. saido' ... " '., .,' , ,
legisI~tora_mto bs reacting to the mood mined on federal lands in the "tate: 'MINIMUM STllEAMFLOW . . Thaeditorial pointed out that Idaho'
ofthe vocal opponents by looking for com- The seCopd measure, Bppnsored by Rep. Power Co.,.bliSes part of its ease for the. ;.
prcmisein the three land use blUsproposed Perry Swisher, would require II mining. The IdBho Statesman editorialised in prrpOseq 1,090 megawatt coal.f"11e!IpOwei..
this session.". . compsily to use the same valuation of it" favor of minimum str.eam flaw laet wee\<,. plant' on the. ali8umption that~.extensive. ,

At the hearing, one man threatened .to orefor itiimine taxpayments sa it uses for· p'artially becallse it 'would assure enough ·.added iiTigatiOn will deplete Snake River;'
me charges of treason, malfeasance of of-· its depletion alloWance. Because Of the. water for power gen... lltiOn. "Aclditjonlll:ir. flOws, Power from the Pioneer pll\fifwilll1e .
fKll, vio(ation. of civil rights, and violation . Il\rgedifferenoes now e~lIting between the rigation should,bs possible.· The queStion', D10reexpensive .than hydropower; the
of osth again.et any S8nl\tor who vote.s for two, thr.bill· .... uld_ an additionIl1 tax is, how toacbieve, itwitbout ~, ~ the editotW pciints out. '<',,' ..
the bills. Rejifesentativeoofthe lelahoCon-
_tion !.Mgue, the League of Woinen
Voters, and t1ie American AlIIOcilltion of
Univ....sity Weimen spoke favoring land Use
plamiing. ..

Three ,different compromise 'prQllOllll1s
hsve beep. suggested, .n of which "";uld
seriously hamper p1imning, according to;
critics. The' House Resources l\fid C_.
vlltion Committee called for pasoage of a '
bill that reqUires a prq>erty .owner'spar.' ' .
mi .. ion to include his, land in • land use,
plan. .. .

TheSenatil Loclll Governmentl\fidTm/a-.'
tilll1Committee authorized introduction of
a bill that .would reqljire a referendum OIl '.

. comprehensive land use pll\fis or changes~'
'in such plans. The bill would provide thllta "I

"chllOge in desjgnation 0(10% or 10m;; or '
the Il\fid area ... mu"t be approved by the'
vGters," according to The Idaho
Statesman.

•

...
The third possjble cooipromise calls for

compensating property owner" for lose of
values as a J!lsult of ",ning. The prq>osal
came before Senate cmnmitt.ee. Such a bill
was proposed last year in both Arizona and
New Mexico but defeated, partially be-
cause of its ~rohibitive coot.

\
\ IDAHO WHEAT LAND. Gov. Cecil Andrusluists the" ~

three land use bill~ he is'I'rliJlOsing "" .. to'PllOf:8cl\ldahoj in .9PO",-"q ...". '
agriculturalllllid, but many rUral residents of the sfl\te, . • ),.
are, resi~ting any land -use con~ols. . ~ _.< '
Photo courtesy Of Idllho Dept. of Cotnm'lrce .

'{C,-

4.PHOSPHATE RO:YALTIES

'Colorado '!

Nuclear liability limits debdfed ."
, A bill implementing the Price-Anderson nia: bills haVe ~p iD.,trOduced~helpcon-
, Act in Colorado has been introduced in the trol nuclear PO~r<levelOPn18Ut.

state legislature. It won preliminary ap- U-n1ike'Color3do, Nebraska. already has
JE.... PEREDAY'. Lobbyist tor the proval in the Colorado Hou~recel)t1y. Ace ~wo nuclear plants in operation. The bill
Idaho Conservation Leape. cording to the bill's "P0nsor, Rep. Pllt aUf.; bl'lrtg considered calls fOra morstorium ,;" .

rows (TIl,the bill iim't being bacKed only by further ,construction of-nuc,!ellr power
-::::---;--::::--:-~-----~--"".-'---:---_:-_,-~---- ',8 buncnof f1tooky-environm~ntali8t8."" ... plants in the'ls'ta~.ffuntil such time as the
South Dakota The federlll Price·AnderBOn Act 'lifuits ' eviljencedemonstrates with overwheInii,nll/

the liability for nuclearllecidents.to $560°. certaiftty that nuclearenergy'isa oafe arid'En' -Iron'men' to' I loa' n',s proposed' millionandpromi .. sthlltthefederalg~-e!ficientPQWer.sOurce'forthepeopleofth1,':" '...v . . . ~ " _ . , . eroment, not the utility,will fOot most of ,state." A similar bill wa"kiUedin comniit:
. ., . thebilLItls up to thestste8, however; tote'dast year. .., '. -_. ';", ,

A .bill being introduced into'the and oedimeulation bill, a wllter qual- decide haw liability will bedetermiiled, llC- ' "
South Dakota legislature would estllb,. ity imProvement areas bill, arid a"sfe ,cording to the ROOkY Mountain: Nl'Ws.. C ALIFPRNIA' . , 0".'.,
lish l\fi envirmmentsl protection loan ' drinking Wllter lIet.· Bumw's bill would hOldtheQPerato"s·of. ,',~.
fund. The Departmel!t of EnvirOn- StreamcbannelsMdlllkeswouldbe 'nuclea:rfaciliti!ls "strictly,Jial>le" for acci' - California's legislative effott'defin~~;'.:"
meoW Protection would loW losns protected by II l!iIl which ~eqilire" dentscBUsingofT-sitedainllge:$trictliabil_ more specificlllly howt6 determine the'. '.
to "political sUbdivisions.in mseting or permits before altering streain ,chon- ' ity m~ans that thOse injured 40n't hllve to ssfety of nuclear e"ergy~Ol!il~iOt;: "0;'',)',: ..
maintaining environmental "tl\fi- nel.. . . . I!rovenogligenceon th~partoftheoperator" APl\ckllgeoffourl:iill". "(ould bl\fi:c 00,·..:°':;,'.>
dsrds ... or when a "ituation arises . to recoverda'l'.,ges in II civil. suit •.·"truetion ofnewnud.ellrpowe~.pl8ntsuniik:i'\
which'endangersthehell1th, ssfety, or PROTECTI1'fG-F AR~ 'Amendinents were defeated which' I)thefeasibiiityofuDdergiouril!plantsites'
public welfare of the. residents of such would have exempted acCidents caused' by: '.had, been studi~ 2) accident I\lIbility. in- '
poIiticlll subdivisiono." Under an01tler I5lll; the st8.te wollid .an "aet ofGqd'~.or.nIlCt of Babotage: .• I ;;,suisnce limita:tiO~.s;ilte c;";'pletc\yliftbd to '

The bill is proposll! to help "mll11 . I!uy flIrmIimd and, lease it.to operators . Two existing fsc,ilities wcillld 1Mj.COvered 0", ens\lre full c6injlilJlsation, '3lat least ..-
communitieswhichdoo'thaveenough, , for two to seven' jears,'acccrding to by thecbilr- Rockwell'International's"method ofdillposlDgclrIOng-temiradi08."'<,
mOlley to meet environmenWlllw"., " Land U""Planljlbg Repol'j8. Lease Rocky Jil..~plan~ ~here' hYFpgeR bomb tive \V.~~s·is: d~ted: lIDiI, 4lad"'l4ate ",
Another bill would 'provide, state.··,.. holders _uld JNlypiooperty taxes ud , triggersare made, ud PutilicSet;viceCo:'s· _,'acilitil1sexiilt"(~'re~iI!g sPent Due;::'.... '. '"

grsnta ,.,.. 1'0000lruction of Iiveotoek . 'woUld hsvetheoptiO .. to.~ythelaDcl,·. FortSt, Vrain .nuclear generatingst8~on.·."Ie.i·fuelcaPiaI!ie of,h~linI the ~,'.i'., .....
. WII~ pollution conkCli.~~".!,'c••{lJ'!lD"l'S ot:the ,liillhoiM,~oP""",,l'Ye, .. , .,)Vb,icb,.~b~ ~~~". ',0.',.,;,,",,: ,,;~""~=~'/y,,: ,::~,.>,>.~.:::::..:.:,
,~woWdheJp operatoR-elf1ar.. ~.,'.~9.~'~~~..,-th~lIbIil~f~.m:··,tmt~tet+'!vl..' w,' +-.-),,' "''','t'.~J~':",\J'~~.r;J":~~'\t'~f'1;;{~:'~:Kt_t~"-ti,~:~\'~~"'"....~'; f .,~~~,ln.~uneoJi, a."":/,~~::'. .;

- 'lMeI: federll1 stluiclatd..-· '. !""'':'';;':) (,'il>;,u.isway 1IIld- ts inere_ oppotI-\.'Y:. ,'. '. u., ,,;NEBRASK~ ,I - ...<.;' :'micIe8r'~Dt~tlm'~'thlfrililiilt'Of-:"" •.,.-,....
Other bills desilPled to mainlai!> .' 'I' tuDities,f~.yolIJWer ,fal'lJl8J'8,to get . ,-'" " . . u~winiti8tive!lrivsto'plltth~que&-' '. '.

watlr quality ,include II lIDil~ .....~.' . M.;.. ...hile. in Nebluka and i~c~ir;;'.tiolJ. on the b811ot,· ,'i' .

.Two bills aimed at getting royal tie" from
.'phoophllte mining bsck to the coon.ties··
where the itnPl\ct occurs have been prop-
osedln Idaho. TbeHOU88Pl\ssedand sentto
theSenatea bill which would return 10% of
the federal minerlll royalties to the county
in which the resource was produced, ftC-

cordtog to The Idaho' StatesmaIL This
would mean about $100,000 per year to.the .

", ~.

:I I.
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FedE:lralcourt protects game ranges•Three, Western game ranges willremain under the control of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, after a ruliog by a federal judge making his preliminary Injunetion
permanent, U.S. District Judge William B. BryaIit said the Interior Department does'
not have legal authority tojuggle agencycontrol of the ranges, accordiog toThe Idaho,
Statesman; -The ranges - Kofa in Arizona, Russell in; ~ootana" and Sheldon in
Nevada-are currently operatedjointlybythe UJ~: Fish and Wildlife Service and the

·BUreau 'of'Laild .Management. Interior had propoeed transfering them to the BLM's
exclusive management. A bill has been introduced in Congreas toput all ranges and .
refugesunderthe USFWS cmtroL·· .· , \

Jqhns.,Man,,:iU~.may ,face pollution fin41t'
'. Th~ "JOii~,i1anville Corp, may' be facu,;g state- imposed r~es of $19,000 per day if. .

..testsb':the state of Montana confirm that the J'M mine is pollutiog the West. Fork of
the ~., ' ..~ Riv:er, 'rhe proble~ began before QlniBt~8s Wh~ workm~n sliced into a
faul . 3,00,0 footitiliJ!>et:Ofthemme.The 50-gallon-p,;r-mmute lealussuspected of
carr, ~tirtg".olIipoi>bds<prillUOIlja ilitr~te) out of the mioe and into ground water.
Ran~allJ~IQl!ge; Frjei!ds of the Earth' representative, 8po.tligh~d the proo\em, aeeord-
ingt())be.,BU~sGazette;, J-,tVJ: is now exploril)g for plabinum and p~di~"',. iD: the, .'

,Stillwater.area;;AI).lIC1>nd~,Cll;'tl!<ently s~ the complex also cmtaiils 90% of the'
'. chrorii~~\~ tb,e;Westeii>tt"rni!'Pl,>ere and most oftb,s c~untry:s nickel deposits.: .

It:~t~:··_,:'-":,<; ,.-.;;~~>~._":'j\;' :~"..'~.~. -~_.~"':'.' . -: _ .: r, _?~,;,,'
,'Power, ,copper<;giants $eek~merge~

AiJ"conda Co. and Tenneco, Ihc.~h~ve pr<Jj>osei a merger .which' could have far-
reac~giml!.a.its on developm~nt of nato.iIl ~sources iii Montana and io.the region. If
the p!:QpOsini'saWrQ"M b"y;thetwo'conipanies' boards andsharebold~rs and is not
op~'bY the tJ .S. justice Dept.' or the Federal Trade Cmnmiasio)1, !hen Anaconda

· wO\lld become.a wholly owned sUbsid.iary of Tenneco. '....... ..
Anaconda has always been a d.ominant fofceio M6nt'ima,'employigg more peol!le,.

th"" 8llyotl>er.priva~ecom.pany and, u!,fil1~9, owningrtlost'ofthesta~'iitie;';spapers ..
·Ithas.copper mio.es a)1d reruleries'and aluniiJ).llm 'pl$ts in Montana,,!UI well as mines
··and other raciTitiesio.about 25' other states.'Tennec·o manufactures ShIps;' farrnequip-

. ·m~)1t;.and C\lnstrUction equipmenta'!d b,'" chemic4J.1natural gas, and oil operations. It
,·has nghts ro 80;000 acre-feet ofwater'a year at the Montana-North {lakOta border and

pr~os~s at Il!ia~felgh$irasific8~otl plantS thf're.~· ..,d'-",H«.-~"_'"ui.4f :=-''''' .. ,.'i:., _ -
· The merger. could hav~ a devastating effect on the state. because it could all"'\'

naconda to Jx.pand .its mining operation, according to ronan ponohoe 'of the En-
·'vir:onmental Information Cente~: .' ' ,'" .

Ana~ondil is n'ow in the re<j; partially because of the Chilean expropriation of its huge
coPpe~ holdings !here and bec"llse offalliog copper prices. A mllior stockholder, Crane
Co., ,of N~ York, 0PPos?S the merger.' '

t~,.o(Jhe'I.isted r;top pdori~ .byMRBC
The Oahe Irrigation Unit(n South Dakota received top priority for implementation

from the Missouri )liver B~in Commission (MRBC) at its meeting detennining'
priorifies for state and federal funding from Octob"r 1977 through September. 1980. A

·comprehensive study 'Of the James River Bash> in North and South Dakota got top
· , priority for regional or basio planning. A hydrologic study of the Madison Limestone

Formation ",a8the number <mepriority for basic'~ata collection. MRBCprioritieslil'e
'. used by Congreils 'anil by ~tste legislatures as guides for appropriations. The commiS:-

sion is comP9sed ofrepresen.tatives orlO ststes ana of several federal agencies involved
in water ~d land resOurce' pl~t:Ling. -

. CLAWS,SONOFJAW8
AblOod:thirsty, giant, savage IWzllly bear.on the r8IDpBp mq be

HoBywood's sequel to the killer.shark ill"J8WII." The WBd ... ..,.·Societyis
urging the U.s.FOI'eBtSerVlceancI the MontanaFlsh and Game Department
to discoUrage the ffirn. Clif Merritt, lbe 8OCiety'S actmg directol\' •.says lbe'
fUm could "80 distort the facts about this noble animal as to build wide-
spreedoppoaitlon to Its p_ management and perpetu,atibn.~ 'The film
producers. might need, asslstance·.a¢ permits from the two goyermnent
agencies if they w:ere going to film grizzlies ill the wilc\. '

Grizdy photo by Tom ~arren, MontaDa Flab and Game Dept.·
." c

Denver ,ru'ns out' of space for trash
Denver and ita BUbu~bs,have just about run out of a place to dump their garbage.

"Within the next five to 10ye&!'SihepreSentlandf'illsWiI(bO fined'uP," says Alan FoSter·
_ofthe J?e~er Region8i Col\l\cil ofGOverntn8nts. Foster saYsthat new sites ~iii~d

.east-O/'J:>ejIYei';'butlliaUr8ri8poitation Coste Iilab thesites eron01nicaHyunattraCtive. .
Foster hopes that a large-scale fiiCyc1ingprqject which the eouncifls resilarching will
'solve the .disposal problem .

Stamm tells how to increase wQter
Weather mndification anddesaltiog sea water are·thetwo most promising methods of

increagiog water supply in the. West, Bureau of ReClamatil'n commissioner Gilbert
Stamm told the Idaho Statesman. Rsferring to old BuRec plans to divert water from
the Pacific Northwest toaugmentSouthem California supplies, he said, "Idoubt if they
will be revived; I thiok there are other means of augmentiogwater supplies thstought
to come frrsl" . ',

Se':lafe protects pdrks from mining
. The Senaie voted 70-16 recently to protect six 'national parks and m6numentsfrom
IlliDiog. The bill was sent to the House whe~ similar actioo is pendiog, The bill would
repeal laws allowing minersro file claims in Death Valley National Monument, Crater
Lake National Parkin.Oregon, Mt. MCKinley National Park'and Glacier Hay National
M~nument io AJaska, and Corooado Natiimal Memorial and Organ PipLCactUs Na~
tiolllil Monumeil t in Arizona. The Secretary ofInterior wOuld be reqllir\ld to 1"ePort to
Congress on the feasibility of g!"'ern:nent'pj1l'Chase of existing mining claims in the

The Colorado Division of Wildlife 'and the. CF&I Steel Corp.;"" io water coUrt over~ national park system. A fow- year moratOrium would be imposed m open pit or-strip
Ricardo Creek.:J'he. divisionw';"ts to seen1"ea J11\nimum flow io the stream to protectmuiiog in Death Ve1ley~ Organ Pipe, and, Mt.· McKinley. Sen. Ted Stevens (R:A18ska)

what may be "a.last sllr,Viving remnant of th~ endangered Arkansas River cutthroat was opposed to incbjdlng the GlaCier Bay Nation8J Monument because rL the rich
trout, CF&I.wan to to divert all of Ricardo Creek to a nearby ~osl developioent prqj'lCt. d~pOsits of nickel and c..,per there, but his amendment !Ai delete it from.the bill faUed..
The en iire Ricllrdo (;reek dramage is on CF&I land, CF &1 says there is no alternative"

'~at~rsaun:eroriteet "'nticipatedn~i1sof thellim,ae.;ordiDgtothe.Denver Post.The'. 5'e'no't'0" rs att'a~k ·a.·r·.....f.·eg. s··fo·r Ken..n'..'ee···. ·ott· .
,C9lo~~do 'vi~ter ,Goil!leriration B,o~ will tske up ~ematter, in MarcIL ,
",::."i .' .... . .. '. "The Kennecott CopPer Corp, announced pl'.ms to shut down indef"m;t,.;iY ita mioe and

';. 'tetters -Op·. p',ose Ski Yellowstone. area. ··smelter io easter? NeVsda, 1IoYJng o!J'alxiut 500 of the Nevada minea~}.sian·s .1,150
'. .C' . .'., ,.,," . • ", employes, aCcordmg. to The Idaho StateSman. Nevada's tw!> Senl!ters'unmed,ately

,. >"L'etters from all o"'er the '.country are floodiog \rito ·the Fore,st Service office in rushed a hill to Congress to forestall' the. closure b~ reluiog federaKair, p(i\lution .
. • ootanlloP\l?Sipg developmentbftheSki YelloWstone resort, aceotaing wthe BllI~s, standards; The chlu\ge would give older, establmhed industrilla ,in isolated _the.

. azette, An asSistant plan:nl!r' with th .. Gallatio Natibnal ForeststatTsays themail,s flexibUityto use intermittentpollutioocontrol systemssuchastailstack8orlJl'O!Iuction
beirt~ re';'; lmdevaltilited for factual information that could improve decision-making .. ; . cutbacks rather than the more costly': c~iant 'clBltrol systelilB, .iCcording to the

. Ifut plannel'S s~y Oppon~~ aren'tg.;iiig t<i'llealile ~:'vote"'ilie prq'jeeti!own,smgeit,ls .,DeSeret NeWs. ",The .Envireiuilen€al1'i:'Oli!ctibii'AgencY has been'~ like a mind~
kSUpposed 1.0 be"an adminisltative;nb1 a p<>litiCaiaecis'iQn: Ab~ut 400letters haye b""nless 'btilld~r ¢ndiog1hroUgh'co~4.liity-aftet CmInnumtY 'uDab1l!,to differentiate

received. At the begf!lri'ir!g; 9O%,ofthe letters supported the prqject,.but after press b~Ween·the air quality proolems of Pl'pul1>us illdustrial areas and thOJill' underpopu·
">i:average, 90% 6pp<liled·it,aecOtditig'itd the Forest'Service. $oni~ of the negativ!, letters. lated rural-areea," $en. Howard CIU1I1D"{D-N .... ,) told~ Senate ..~llDliec<\'ttsale!-its
, !1'!rl>'e"comefrom nelirDY ski areBs'which question whether there.are enough skiers to, decillion ")Ssbased on·environmen.ts1 manda~s, 'adverse mioiog conditi!"'s, e8calating

''''s~Pi>iift' the h~w area."'; .- ""0' ',.' ,.':': . .. '. .' ciBts; 'and d$re~,world\vide mar¥t emaiti? .... for. copper.:, .".;.,'" ':. '. '.
". .tollsd 9d.t no nOll .,01ilB::>'n;'bllllli"~B1dSlil iii ,9lidwn..9M' .b9hai. . 001""'9 hoo •. 9oo[;1Ii -Qi/,aup 19mw
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'-' ,,1~Coun~~""'~Feb.13,1976. Fired twice for naming names

Mike Frome nails resource -scondols

-.;1' ••

Classified Ads .
TEACHING POSITIONS OFFERED'. ,', t '. "'I:', 1_,-~ _ ~,;¢ - "~,'I r,.1\ : ,'- i,

·. A~;stant 'P!i9'e8~or "i,IIthe J~~).d..of
.:Na,turalSci,ences .and .1'ec;h1tollID' op.·trn-
der~iId\late facqlty, beginning Fall H176:
Must have terminal dl!gr~; teachi'lg /IJld

· . re.s5l'1'he,~l;ience in,at least one of,'the .
,,(Id~iijgi r,j'80;~"';m"!'all"!!'e,\It"p!!y,*S; .
c ,ehemi,trY',.~9-:V:!ronrhenral £ng,~i.l,~e;r.ing.,'
· co~rvatio~;ee;ology, qr other al1Pli~<I'sci; .
. . eq"discjPlines r,elated to "l!.viroiil'le!1'ta1
· j pr9l\)~"11"'"ing and d~si~, . , j .",' .'

,.,i:'" ".-·:I;i --.;,,'Y ,.-_. ~-,,'. ' __ ,!;,' _,.,',' "r,::~..r ,I

:A.. istant Profli."". In -the field 'or
- ''7 ." .,' ~ . ..',. -" '" ,'.,,'" .

SociIltal.Scilmceon undergraduate faculty •.
~i1ipg raJ) i@\" M~t h~v~'tetmwal,'
d~;. teachin$ an,d.~.,aryh. e~~$e,!ce
ill at least one of the following:physical .
al,lthr~llID'. archeology, environmentj.i
raw", resource economics, politics, histOry,.,
or oth~ behavioral science discipline re:
lated to, environrpehtal problem.!!OJ,."ir'g.
and design,· ,', . _, ... .'

.. '1
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I. l ,i7\. U C but not for Ernest. He kept it up through.
OU9n{S OhOll1{ne ~UIS{aOO Ohlleh out the rest of the year. He became so ex·

by ~ IIlflIey pert, infect, thatsomeofuatendecltododll"
During the past forty years I have oeea- into a nearby classroom when we aaw him

sionally been reminded rLa certain"Gob- coming down the haIll
bledygook" game, but up until a few daye . W ilU, the ye,.r came tq a close, we
ago I, hsd completely forgotten about Er- greduated and went our many BSperate
nest I can'tJ"'CllII his last nsme, but that's waye. The Gobbledygook gam.e bas come til
not surprising, sinee Ihsve neither BBen mind on;. few occasions smce then, but DOt
him nor heard ofhim since our high school often. Election years, of course, bring back
days. , the memories of it, as do some of the TV

We .were both. member's of the dehste COI11IIlercials. (Moat commercials are ruled
team which; io ijlose, many years ago, out on thegroundso('RuleNo.l-ithasto
traveled to Rock Springli to ta~ part in a sound reasonable!) Jlistoffhand, I do think

. ,speech featival. We managll!!.to squeak; of a !lOUpleof them that might qualify.
into the fmats, at whiCh point~ were ig- "Now watch it turn bluel That uie!ms
nominously defeated by <mt ~lib, self, that it's reslly cleaniJ!g!" On firSt listen,
8S81,lI'lld opponenta. Still ~ at the th$1sounds reaso~ I gu8es - but why
lOBS.. our hoped-for victory, we reh.ashild,. blue?WOO!!dn'tr8ci ... jiurpleorareenmake
the deba~ on the 10ng journey home. .juat~asmuchsense?':"~~I---_-----"""'-----,---------, -.--' "I'II84mit th(lyout.<Je!latOd Us,~:said one Are.aa:Ys sao I hsppell!ld, ;upon a COb'.

I "d" . the bill refers to itas agrowth moratorium; teAmmafe,: "b1lt J cIon't understand '110'1': _Ye,ort - ~ a,lltility.ColnIJllllY to..' ,.. ,ave..· s:•. ".,:.Dn.pe.,"rJ,·~ moratorium aspect would be enacjtedOur~w better-:-I'm.lIUJllwel!ad . it8cOll8umers.:It~J~-"LifeliDe· ' '._ " 1: III! ' & "o~er it period of 10 years. California Pro-· 1iI0I'e f\IdBonour aide. ",: ' Rate';~'thecoatO{eleCtricii¥.Baaicl"the
\" ....n;·i.....n...... ' n,;wB (..,in around lh. world videil40% of theftesh.veget$Jes imdfruit·,"Y '*," ,~aomeone, "'wheli~u: lit.lne rate, if adopted, WoiIlllcl!anae the
""!""'_'iio:· _ .. ... ,C0n8U~ in d1is~l2'yand25'1>OfitlHhestlipto~.inkct it, tti.u- fao:ts w"'!" moiItly.pn8eD{ CoDo:ejJt rnm ~ Ji!Gre yoU uae, .

','J, "tBblefood.Itha$b'eenlosingllileatimated P.Ilerahties .. ,a~ncllofllcbllledY~ . ~;cbeaper it geW' to'~ rateato'
LOONEY L1!\1E~I(:K$. '. 20,()OQacres of prime agriculwral land to , ~ ~ h8dthe~~ to,convmce .h!iIier~." If you •.b.othti.to think it
, : lIy Zane 1;;,Cology , :,< ,qril""izatipn ",,~I!lB!lr""';j ., •., ",' the~ thea~JdJenoe,.~ ~~. tbrouJib, tIIatln ......... =~=

' Deae\'t Isdd'. tieiJig 1lfriied inID c.. ~~".; ,;,. ,: ., ... "".' .' 'ow~ team WhlCh. ha: thorou'!'ly- re- liM!,foI'a~t,~ the :~,. '. •
1 The silake River' 'Iell" . dr' L',: 'FORD'UMl'11NG'GIWW1lI? ~sident ,searched the aubject. By the tune we '. ~UeUlUa11ya,iP~titui!lloer

· The' grazing • .;.. . nary a,. OP· .. ~~d Ford's proposed. $38"lniJlio!l :~t. in reach~~ome ~e ha~ concluded thatof..mu.;.,t, but D!mjmum"':~'i:Ue-
Are c~sed out by ploWS. ' ...Env~n1a1 ~~ APncy sect~ gent;ralitilla, a htUe b.t of truth, and a .tomerii',.n.- iIi.c1* ~le: who _

· When we'..., out of limd; I hope they .top; 2.08:~ndmgm ..yre8U~t in8dvertently ~ .~t-forward. IB!f_ured. ~~- th,u- rieJridenceou1y ~ at'rJie year; who
• . 'J. ..,",~ "Iumtinggrowth,accordmgtoaspoloisman tionc:ou,ld~theliftener'lUltdomghja dineoutfrequently;,.hotaJr8-rra.a-tva-

''1106'l'b(JJ\.g,.rU: .J.' ..". ,,',: for the National ABlciation of Counties own thmkblg, and ac;eept tIIe~ts6 -.:ations; or.who ~ abeent'hn hllme a'l"jatW~~mliiNsC:R.'EDI,IiJdrv. quoted in Land. Us.ePla~nlng RepOrts. facta~~ true<l~-atlesatuntilheFt Ire8i deitl ..on- are '.all ~ With a'
·"Budgetary constiamts will preclude moat to th~. ahoutl~ l~ter. • ,... negative infl_ oDuasof 81eClric lIIl8lIY

· Secretary of Interior. Thc!mas Kleppe reo water retrlurce planniqg' activity by com- ,By that conclUSIon the Gobbledygook iD. a remenre. , '
cently jQined with Arizona's two _rva· mu~ties uniellS more .federal aid is made game. was born. .' '" " '1n an' offsettmg maniter .there are'sig-'
tive S,enstors tocospontrlr a ftindraiser OUava,Uable ... Without an acceptable water'"Let's try i~ oU,t.on the kida at school!" .nif'lCBDtnumbers rL !*'pIe :.n:th very con-
beh~f of "rizona Rep. Sam Stei~ .~), resource management plan, EPA can~t ..·suggested trlm~IU\' (I hsve a bunch that atricted circumstanceS., Who .have' fair!
Steiger' was number one on the drrty .release waste water treatment faci\.ity . tha. t,was Ernest.) . '- . .. ..'. . . ftmdaY
d "I' t f' tal· ~~ t th It· . '.. , W ''''2 ti· nd rul ti tho larae familJeB' who are SO lumted m,-,!"".~ ozen 1S 0 envtronmen ll:JWlI& e as grant money. LUll1ted sewer treatment-" e UI\& set- a ew grou es or e - . ...' - ": " .
.election and has a ren.u1Ation, ~oranti, c8P!!bUitie!i are g""er...811yCQIlBid,ered'tobe game. Any time we Gohbledygooked, ithad thet ~ey CIUl1l9t..leave ~ ~t1y;. t~)' t .S>II·'W ",sqlill't k"·· . ~.' . > .. , , ,. I•• -'~__~ . "L __,~ L.... fi' who chi.ell of th ..... cookmg.at home·.;.h"A'IE' 'llli\'JJ;!lI\lll!l!l.• 11'"' !~'c.,,p9l\\.!1l.l).'~Ii" DC ,~r..,,-rJrlV6r. 'bilhc:beap to$commumty: e"P'P'- to lIUUDU l'e8BDnowle, ........ it ..... to t mto '..... ide tiali:.. allofthe· '~ .•'-rr~
· vans, SierrsClub directqr, ssiil''TheSec- .• ion," LUP ReporlB ssye. The 208 section tha converSation. .' ,~-prov ~ .~ '. II',~

yoflnterior ... shouldbethenumberof the 1972 Water Pollution Control ., We tried it out on our classmates, and t~ at home m"!udmg .wa!;C~ telOVl-
one environmentsJist in the country." He Arnenaments provided plimning funds. surprisingly enoUgh, it workiid more often slon; who ~~ve madaqlia~ly inINlated
added, "To trl closely and direct1y identify, . . . than not. Even thoss of us wbo were in 011 homes~ a~ter~ofenergyto
with (Stel~) ... d~~not~peskwelleither EPA ,JOBS FOR JOBLESS. The En- the game Ft Gobbledygookedll t'bne.or . stay warm m the.wmter~nne, ~ .

.for Kleppes credIbilIty WIth envrronmen- vironmental Protection Agency has found two.Wslking down the h811 toWards'En- "CQllBider a system Wlth·..asignifiCant
,'!c~Ii;'"\'I,gr}t~r ~,e futUre of the lands under .jobs. for 719 people on welfare in environ- glish class, I remarked ''I'll see you 18ter,' ?~ber rLc:uB!"~ers in t1i~""li~tillllB.1f
91lj~~Mulfti ,.Iln· " :r' u ~ ., ,. . mentally related fielda. EPA fu,ilding wasF;rnest. I hsveto rundOwn to theorr"", and It unposed a lifelme rate'mcludmg a sub-

~o,,; "'ll(,'j,",' " ;. . divided among S.. lIlstates, including COl· . IUSke a phone call b.core the bell rings."' staJitial number rL Und~ kilowatt-
oredo- and Montana, EPA Administrator "Okay;" he answered, then, as I turned ro- hours in the rlrBt energy block, It would be

CLEAN AIR BILL MOVES. The Senate RilsBell Tram said the program not only ward the stepa he acl.~ed "Hey! Dome a . in the poSition of sutiSidizing many well-
,Public Works Committee last week agreed .. to ~ ~ '1' d ..provided needed labor, it also placed fsvOr, will ya? While you're there, call Dr. . ....0 .anu lBSan reqwnng many poor,
. to repjJrt to the Senate. it9revision of the women in job. tradition81ly held by men. Wilson (the lOcal dentist) and .tell him I but energy reqUiring, faDliliea to paylilore

.. Clean Air Act. The bill is "BSriously di- . to _,L,'~' th ealth but" ' .. Tlieseincluded. J'obsoperatmg' wastewater can't'makemyappointmentafterschocil.... ,"""""'l1Al ese:w Y .. energy con-, luted" frdm the on.·gIn·.. al. prepared by the ' ~,_" "trestmentplants, maintsining water met- I hsvesuch a bad toothacheI'm going right serving uwwies.subctnritnittee,"acco~ding > to" the Sierra .' " .er,s,collecting refuse, and working ae pes- bome."' , "ItcOrJclndes: ''FraIil theaian. dpointrLtbe
',. Club,wliichh.;pesforimprovelIlentsonthe. < I halfw d ~-"' I .

t1 Th lubha al. b'ect' '"th ticidecoiltroltecbnicjans. Thepilotprqject ,was. ay own the stepa ""'0"". lIliciitlobj<iCtive of thei.ifeline conospt, it
oor. ec ssever 0 ~ lonsw e . d . ed' d Its h . .. alizedI'db ~'Lbl'" ked' . .. .., '. f th bill It a' . 't· teet . ,was eBlgn .ora u w o.were~ecelvmg re een uno ....ygoo. . would be seif-defBlitfug.- ..

• VllrBlon 0 e . . ?Sen pro .na- fede.ral welfare assistance for d"P"lldent:. Well, the novelty. of. th~game lasted.. . Perbapa" it'snotsO"'-, ;~.- ',.real. IY,thatl
tional monuments, recreation areas, or ~ hild ' ' . abou k b'" (' I !) died ---

-,. .. ... ............ (I ada .. ~ ren.. ~ ta ~ ... ore it .i>rtl,lUatey. .'. silddeoJy'reniemberedElnet!t- oifter all
,?Idliferefugesu'om ,,:,,~lC8Ilt ,esr. "'" down:ThatlS,formoatofu81tfadedaway, ·:tho ,. ! ..

. bon unletll both the Secretary of Intenor ,,' . .... , ,... . ' .' '. . , BSyears

andth,,'siate agree. Non-fe.:rQUBslilelters ;QUALITY .. 'INDEX . DOWN. 'II " . " . ." II
lire exe'mpte<Hi'om there'quiremeritior ~'EnVironmentai qu81ity in the U:S. de- . IULLETIII·· .10lID, .'
contmous pollution c9nt;rol equipm'lQt, . clilie4 sUghtlyiill975;accordingto'asludy •

. Attorne~'s fees and other. costs of litiga"'ecnducled by the Nationsl Wildlife Feder- . WHEATLANDPLANTHEARINGSET Lodge at 225N. W<iltiott,Caeper, beRin •
.tions could be awarded to industrieswhichition. The only cstagory experiencing a net The MiSsouri RiverBasinP"';'r PrqeCt . ~g at 9 p.m. Prooeedslloio the Wyoming

"prevail in"eriforcemen~ action."' The .club . gam. in quality 'in'the last year was reduc- the utnitilis proposing the Larsmie Riv"': ,Outdoor Council and the 'Powder River
saye the Houss comml~tee will probably tio,! of.air ppllution. Setbacke were experi-' station to be built near Wheatland, Wyo., BilsinResi>urce Council for ·their legi&la-
,,:port a strong Clean All' Act amendmentl'~ced ~n water ,pollution, "line~ .. ')Vi1d- will ..resent its plana to the state's Indus- tive effort. Tickets can be ordered from
bill. life, soil, and.open space, BCcordmgto the tria1 Siting Council Feb. 23. Parties whO Muiane Ambler, Box K,Lander, Wyo.

. study. , . oppose the plant will als> he heard. The 82520. Or buy them at the door.
public hearing will be at 9 a.m. in the ERDA ENERGY CHOICES
Wheatland H~gh School auditorium. The Energy a-ch and Development

WYOMING BENEFIT DANCE Administration (ERDA) will hold a'public
The Atlantic City·BulfaloChipa are com- meeting in Denver, Colo., on March 3-4.

ing to Casper! While not well-kuown in The meeting will focus on ERDA's "Na-
other high culture centers, thefR!';J,~~tpis·tio!'."1 :l'lllll'l'ot- F;~llY' Re\l~it,tC.htJ;)e-
group ha$ spread from .Fsrs>nto'Shcislioni, ·~voilopmedt;.'aIi'd·lltilrlon81hltib6: C~tlbg
Wyo. Composed of a piano, a bsss, a fddle, Energy Cboices lOr the FutUre." For infor-
and a banjo player, the band playe music ,matiDn, contact James R. Nicks, Denver
which is fit for. polkas, folk dence,;, or just Public Meeting Coordinator, ERDA, Rocky .
plain stomping. The benefit dance on Fri- Flats Area Office P.O. Box 928, Golden,
day, Feb. 20, will be held at the MooBS Colo, 80401.

PROTECTING AGRICULTURAL

~

ND. A bill aimed at preserving OVERGRAZING & DROUGHTS.
alifornis. 's prime agricultural land has Overgrazing by ~ivestOek courd CSuBS
assed the California General Assembly droUghts in low ralDrail regions, aaye Dr.

and been Slllt to the Senate, according to Russell C. acm.en lithe Nationitl Oreanic
,Lj!;.d.P'~op,i;;';';'h",' {t;;......,,riS: ,Tbi;bill ·;;n,~.'~~i~nh~l.¥n,~iIt.fon:.V~iiiita-

I ~o'Uld~c~a~"~g;icuffu~~""R~~u~s"~iOii~'nbt:>11~;:oVidesth'e iftt~l~~seeds'~
CounciL All cities and counties would map for cumulus clouds to make rain, he ,be-
prime agriculluralland within their boun- lieves. If plants are overgrazed, fewer nuc-
daries and send them to the council for lei are released into the atmosphere. This
certification and recommendations for cauSes clouds to become le'ssefficient rain
type9 of pennissible u"" •. The 9ponsor li produosrs.
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I~gall ,~~''1IJ,ical, ,!,!d poli~ic,al perspec- ,
tlVes.- . .

A joUrnalist for eight years, he displaY!'
the intense curio.ity found only in the best
of the profession. (He now publishes a
biweekly independent newspaper, The~
Onlooker.) The Curiosity enticed him not.
only to spend several dark month. in re-
search libraries, but also to tour coal mine.
in .ix states before writing the book. It also '
forced him, somewhat ,,!,Iuctantly, to lie oil
his belly on a coal mine shuttle, skidding
down.a n~ tunne! fora closer look at

Dakota.·Toexploit the resources ofjhe reg- the ineidellof a Penpsylvania underground
ion, the industry also needs good transpoi-' ~oal mine. '
tation, which can ife built, and complaeent The section analyzing a sample lease iI·
labor, which can be bouglit r: "robshly lustrates the value ofJacob' •• kill at trans-
chl'aper here than in the East. These six lating technical material into lay Ian-
factor. are the basi. for the coal indu.try'. guage. He takes the lease apart, piece by

The hills and the valleY!' around the' ru$ we.tward.'" .' . '. piece, telling what danger. are built into
farm where.Mike Jacobs grew up in North Yat One ~e Harvest is. not a bitter thecontract. While Jacobs emphasizes that
Dakota all have ~t name.he gave them book. The poetic impul.e that inspired him. big .ynopsi. can't .ubstitute' for legal ad-
asa child.Now that he'. grown, he's giving to name hi. hills at home has survived and ~vice, it shows prospective lessors some of
name.totheso ....owsofNorth Dakota and ma.kes the book a love story of N~rth thedangersofnotfullyinvestigatingsuch
of the region. He's telling everyone who Dakota, as one reviewer describes it. a contract. Uninformed leasing has been a
willJisten in his book, One Time Harvest, This love story, however, is full of con- serious problem in North Dakota and in
although there are those wbowouldjustas ciee, well-researched material that could the rest pf the region, especially when strip

, soon he kept these secret., too. also qualify it as a text on' coal, fully inde- mining was just beginning. -
The sorrows he names an! coal - "the xed and footnoted. .

rock that burns,,1 - and strip mining, Jacobs' easy manner is perhaPs 'too in-
which he refers to as"skinning the earth formal forreaders'who w'P't to feel they're
alive." Thl' title of the book, One TIme not le.arning anything Unless it's painful.

lIarvest,.is bOrrowed from North Dakota "Dear reader,« Jacobs says. "The subject of
Gov. Arthur Link wh<ruses,the phrase to this.section is cmglomeration, an old and

•• Booksl
,Reflections on coal and our future

.One Time Harvest
by MikeJacobs, B'l)x3al, Mandan, N.D.
118164. '-...a inclucllDg' po~tage, 10ft
ccw~.300 pelfllB.

Iievie... by Mar,jane Ambler

~. -MIKE JACOBS. "The highest and best use for coal is holding up agricul.
tural land.", '" - ,"

contrast the mining-of coal to the yearly
agricul tural harvests whIch have been the
basis of his state's economy. .

Jscobs looks in Ills book at coal deve\Op.
ment in the 'region with -a clever cynicism
that strikes not only the energy conglom-
erates and the politicians. It also ~trikes
the Rural Electric Coopera!ives {even
though he grew up on a farm and' so .up-
posedly beneiJted from their services) and
thll North Dakota-Farmer. Union (which
employed him as an editor atone time and
which printed his book). " .

''The coal industry has coine west in
search of foul' basic resources: cl$lp clean
air. cheap coal. cheap water r and cheap
politi~sJ" he writes.

"They've found each of these in North

tired topic by which you've likely been
bored bofors." -, " '

. He p'roceeds to then phiJo:.ophicallY
delve into the subjeCt of capitaIi;m, v. free
enterprise in a way that intrigues,.J:at!ter.
~han bores. ,,"

. FULL PERSPECTIVE-
\'

.The e:ectionon conglomeration is'~anex-
ample of one of the,more remarkable ,88-.,

pects of the book. He describes hirnse1fa. a
"27 year old malcootent who's raised more
trouble than wheat, after all." But hi. deep ,
understanding of agricultural economies·
and !\Otitic"is evident.·He also. forces us to
look af coal de:velopment fnlln Qthef direc-
tions, iw:luding historical, i1illOlogical,

,"

,Burro rebuttal
. donkey's home oil the rlU!ge 6

REGIONAL RELEV AN:CE

The section sIS} exemplifies the value of
the book to other residents of t1Jereg;on-
not just North Dakotans. Each state needs
such a reference to'" analyze its own
leaseh.91dings, legislators, industrial water
permits, and planning efforts.

BuLin the meantime; we have Jacobs.
Completed last fall, hi. book is an up-to-
date comparisop: of legislation in North
Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana on land-
owpers' rights, severance taxes, water
laws, and industrial siting. He also details
what de'velopmentisnowprojected for each
state. -"J.:el\ing why plainsmen have tradi-

~llericartswaste more than half the-
~nergy they consume. Energy conser-
vation efforts alone could mean the
countryconld meet U.~.energy needs
for the next 25 years witl)out develop~
ing new sources.

The federal government knows this
now. After all, they hired' the Inde-
penden t World watch Institu te to come
up with such figures. '

Another study shows that while the
residential sector was saying one~by--
one, UAlas! How can Imatter?" a lot of
conservation was going on where dol-
lars mattered -,in the industrial sec-
WI'. Industry, motivated 'by a reces-
sJon, has 'been making dra~atic
c""nges while. we are still hying to
~decide how to be effective. The Pet-
roleum IndustryResearchFoundation
says that 'while overall demand for I

.electri,c power ha.been below.1973'
and 1974 levels, re"ldentiar- demand
'actually has been up ..
, The 'indust~ial cutbacks seem to
have. made 'a difference. Plans for the
largest power plant in t/le' c';untry,.
Kaiparowits, ,have beerY delayed -a~

. year. One at: the ~ajor reasons, says
Arizona Public Servi£e Co" is the lack
of need fQr thahl1uch add itional power'
- 3,000 megawatts. Demand for

Stockholder rep~rt
JnRatiRg tofitay'llfkut'·".,,·

,"~.~ .' !~'~"4~

Raptor refuge,
developing the natural area

, -
8

./ (

tionaJly not felt a sense'of unity,becauee of " d

differing cultural: economlJ, and news ) .:1 L.'
media centers, he predicts a new sense of
community arising.

Students of regional politics may be in-
terested to read Jacobs' analysis ofWiliiam
'Guy, mw director of the Western Regional
Govermrs Energy Policy Office and for.
merly govermr Of NOrth Dakota, He dis-
cusses the Guy adlnin'iStration's search for /' .
business and industrial expansion "in the(1f'i., \
sta~e. "Now i~ a~pears these .-~gencies, .~)~
which went f'ishing' for small '£;usiness --,......
minnows, /"'vec,aughta shark. The energy
industry is coming ID North Dakota" he
writes. .. '

-I

HIGHEST, BEST USE

Jacobscourts controversy. Some readers
may question the basic premise of the book,
which i. that coal's highest'and best use is
holding up agricultural land. Others will
disagree with his an"alysi. of the availabil-
ity ~f.~water or the relative economics of
slurry lines v. railroads.,

But whether or not the reader agrees, he
,or she will fmd it a useful book. It is a text
to tote to the legislature for lobbying. It is a
map of the region now and its possible fu-
ture, complete with overlays showing it
through different disciplines. And it is an
excuse to sit down beside the fire and con-
,template the state of tne world.

Although it is a sorrowful book, it is defi-
nitely not fatalistic. While he seems to be
~aying the odds are a,g~nst us, he doesn't
think the plains and the peopl~ are de-
stined for only a "one time harvest.'''

He, quotes Thoreau saying, "Let every
man ma)te known what kind of govern·
mentwould command his respect, a.nd that
will be one step toward obtaining it."-

~'It is the same with the future," Jacobs
concludes. '

power grew at a lower rate than 'e~er
last year.. .

The public will increaseitsd~mand
for power much faster than business
interests will, says "Energy Intelhg-
ence and Analysis Report," a newslet-
tel" put out by journalists' who
specialize iIi energy affairs. Why? Be-
cause·the public feels too fragmented
to be effective? How do we galvanize
the-- good. intentions of many
homemakers-to use Jess and to use it
more -efficiently?

One' suggestion· made to us by a
reader was that we set goals for ourse-
lves and monitor our meters and our
progress each month. The same reader
suggested that High Country News
could do its bit by embarrassing
<lhigh~livers" iTt to conservation. in the
guiseofbird-watchers, we could amble
through suspicious-looking neighbor~
hoods, reading meters through our
binocularsimd taking notes. A month
later, we would retra.ce our- stealthy
step:!; compare noteg,"and then print
the mostembarrassing·.material. Now
there's an idea! But we'd better put the
weather stripping around our own
front door b~fore-'we begin.

-the edif9rs

Sulfur scrubbers
, If(~rwasy-r,;compromisein Wyoming

~~. .
Mike Frome
he won't-Ife silenced
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