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Amerlca s sacred cow?

Donkey dilemma damqges publlc land

by Miriam A. Romero

In 1971 under the benevolent blanket of
a new law, the burro, an introduced
species, was given more protection than
most native wildlife in the United States.
In that year, President Richard Nixon
signed into law the Wild Free Roaming
Horse and Burro Act.

"Congress finds and declares that wild
free-roaming horses and burros are living
symbals of the historic and pioneer spirit of
the West; that they contribute to the diver-
sity of life forms within the nation and en-
rich the lives of the American people; and
that these horses and burros are fastdisap-
pearing from the American scene,” the bill
states, Congress voted that "wild free-
roaming horses and burros shall be pro-
+acted from capture,- branding, harass-
. \t, or death; and to accomplish this they

o beconsidered in the area wherepres-
_ifly found, as an integral part of the
natural gystem of the public lands."

Thus, for the first time, Congres gave
full protection to a non-native species of
animal. The burro (or “donkey”) is a de-
zcendant of the Nubian wild ass of
Ethiopia, and was domesticated about
3000 B.C. Only about 200 of the true native
wild asses are left today (none in the U.8.),
and theyare on the endangered specieslist.

The domesticated and hybridized donkey
makes a good beast of burden. Many cul-
tures have utilized the meat and milk for
human food (the meat is high in protein)
and the animals also make good pets.
Today donkeys are found in many coun-
tries of the world.

The Spaniards first brought the donkey
to the New World in the 16th century. Both
whites and the Indians used burres, and
the animal was considered to be valuable
chattel. Around the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, prospectors used the donkey as a
beast of burden. Replaced with the advent
of better roads and mechanized transporta-
tion, burros were turned loose on the de-
serts of the American Southwest. They
quickly became wild and adapted to the
desert areas remarkably well.

Introduced species of plants and animals
such as the house sparrow, starling, water

aeinth, or Russian thistle are commonly

arded as “ecological nightmares.”

any food available, including shrubs, forbs,
grasses, cacti, and even garbage if there is
any around. It is a wasteful eater and at

times has been observed pulling the entire
plant from the ground, taking a bite or two,
then leaving the plant to move on to the
next one, consuming a total of 10 pounds of
forage per day. Plants are cropped close to
the ground. Often it iz im possible to iden-
tify the plant which the burros have eaten
because so little of the plant or shrub re-
mains,

The burro has to drink water at least
once a day in the summer and once every
three to five days in the winter. Summer
range is rarely more than five miles from
the water source; in winter the range may
be much farther. The burro can lose 30% of
its own weight due to dehydration, and can

_regain thisweightin two to five minutesby

Saguaro cactus photo copyrighted by Ann and Myron Sutton
Ecologists have called the burro the "starl-
ing of the mammal world” because it out-
competes native species for habitat.

The public and Congress now have to
face up to the fact that it is high time that
they take a hard look at the desert burro

T -

Last issue we reported that the Supreme Court had
opened a door to Western coal development. This
issue the Interior Department, apparently in de-
fiance of some members of Congress, pushed it open

even wider.

See story, page 7
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and a hard look at the act protecting it —
PL92-195.

A HARD LOOK

The burro is a hardy little creature. It is
“pute” and easily tamed and, thus, makes a
good pet. Burros occupy a variety of plant
communities, in-elevations ranging from
below sea level to over 11,000 feet. They
have a wide ecological niche. They are
found in sagebrush, blackbrush, pinyon-
juniper, joshua tree-yucca, pine forest, sa-
guaro cactus, riparian, and creosote bush
communities, to name but a few.

The burro is opportunistic and will eat

drinking large amounts of water. In spite of
loas of water, its blood volume remains al-
moat constant.

Burros are etpert-uatcmaarvmg energy.
In 1922 and 1923 asevere droughtoccurred
on the Mgjave Desert in California. Cattle
losses were 65%, horses nearly 50%, burros
— no losses! Burros livewhere water isata
premium. Depending on the habitat, rain-
fall can range from one inch to ten inches
annually. In much of the burro habitat in
the Mojave Desert, the rainfall averages
tweo to four inches annually.

COMPETE WITH BIGHORN
Besides severe impact on vegetation and

soils, burros have detrimental effects on
native wildlife populations. Surveys con-

- dueted since the 19308 have recorded

changes in desert bighorn sheep popula-
tion numbers and distributions. Bighorns
and burros compete for forage, water,
space, and shade. Burros disturb habitat
for rodents by trampling on burrows and
reducing forage and seed production. The
desert tortoise, an endangered species, also
shares some habitat with burros. It is be-
ginning to be apparent that burros will
have to be eliminated from areas where
they threaten endangered species or
species under stress.

Burros have caused severe ecological alt-
eration at desert water sources because
they tend to congregate around water
holes. Springs are polluted from their urine
and feces. This means the water can't be
used by hikers and backpackers. Although
native wildlife may drink the polluted
water, the amount of water available in
burro country is reduced. Volume and flow
is limited in many of the springs: volume
can be measured by gallons per day (not

(Continued on page 4)
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GRAND CANYON DISPUTE

Editor, HCN:

I feel that Mr. Art Gallenson's letter,
which appeared in the Jan. 2, 1976 HCN,
deserves comment. Mr. Gallenson's “facts”
need clarification. Indeed it is true that the
National Park Service has supported
sociological studies in Grand Canyon, but
there is no mention of concurrent ecologi-
cal studies of aquatic and riparian com-
munities in the canyon.

Mr. Gallenson made the statement that
* .. all indications so far show that the
resource is not physically overused and
management decisions are pending
sociological investigations.” It ig pertinent
that final reports of all ecological and
sociological studies are to be submitted
during June, 1976. As a result, it is not
surprising that ™. . . all indications so far
show that the resource is not physically
overused. . . ."

Perhaps it is best that all interests, pri-
vate and commercial alike, refrain from
making premature comments concerning
the state of resources in the canyon. Asthe
data are made available, commentary from
all points of view will be more appropriate.

George A, Ruffner
Mountainaire, Ariz.

THE OIL SPIGOT

Dear HCN,

I am writing in reference to your Jan. 2
issue, Page 15, "Report from Alaska,” by
Gregory Paul Capito.

My wife and I had the wonderful ex-
perience of spending the summer of 62 in
Alaska. What a pleasure it was to see such
a vast unspoiled frontier. I also spent the
summer of B4 there, srriving seven days
after the quake. My wife and I went back
again in'T1, and the change we saw almost
knocked us for a loop. Exploitation and de-
struction unlimited, we saw mountains of
pipe four feet in diameter a half an inch
thick, from Seward to Fairbanks.

Having read a lot about the pipeline
issue, I was interested in learning mare
about it. The pipe, I was told, was from
Japan. There was also a noticeable in-
crease in the number of Japanese peoplein
Anchorage and Fairbanks. I just couldrit
keep from forming an opinion that the
North Slope oil was going to Japan if and
when they got the pipeline done, and all my
later observations have not changed my
mind.

I have been expecting something like
Mr. Capitds article for quite a spell, so [
figured hisarticle isa littleoverdue. IfTam
right, to make it legal to export the oil to
Japan, according to Mr. Capitds article, it
would require an act of Congress or an ex-
ecutive order from the President If the
Congress or the President fails to yield, I
suppose the oil firms will shut off the
Spigot again.

Glen Ghere
Rapid City, S.D.

A recent issue of U.S. News & World
Report (Jan. 19, 1976) set the trains of
thought in motion. This is a year of reflec-
tion — of the Founding Fathers and their
great hopes, dreams, and aspirations; of
the marvelous achievements of this great
country in fulfillment of those founding
ideals; of where our country is now and
where we are going in the years ahead.
Several articles in U.S. News speculate
on where we are going. One of them pre-
dicts an economy which will expand by 32%
in the next five years, with output by in-
dustryupby 42%. But these predictions are
quickly qualified. First, "The American
consumer . . . will have to learn to save
more and spend less on current consump-
tion.” And, second, "On the whole, the
prospect does not hold out much hope for
buoyant growth beyond 1976. But in the
years that follow, if recession and runaway
inflation can be avoided, most people will
have reason enough to be thankful.”

The other article is "Analysis: Now, Sec-
ond Thoughts About Cleaning Up the En-
vironment.” It speculates that those con-
cerned with the health and living condi-
tions in this country will have to give

for a cleaner environment.” And-then it

i concludes, “"Chances are, the next five

environmentalists striving for solutions to
these (pollution) problems. More than ever,
they are going to be forced to weigh the

L impact of their desires for a cleaner envi-
4/ ronment against people’s jobs, energy sup-

| plies, and the general economic health of

¥ the nation.”

The latter article, of course, chooses to
| ignore some recent findings. Several polls
show Americans, by sizable majorities,
want to continue to clean up the environ-
ment, even if it means a temporary loss of
jobs and an additional cost to them as indi-
viduals. Another recent finding shows that
pollution central has created many more
jobs than were lost through clean-up ef-
forts. Notonly that, but a whole new indus-
try has been created, just to deal with pol-
lution problems.

Finally, the U.S. News editorial talks
about Federal Reserve Chairman ArthurF.
Burns, and the question, “What can we as
citizens of the U.S. do to help the economic
situation?” Mr. Burns extols a number of
solutions, including one about the "under-
standing of economic phenomena.”

Throughout all of these dissertations
runs the thread of the old, traditional
economics — more growth, more produc-

tion, more consumption. Yet, if we are to
understand an economic phenomena of
most pressing order, then national lea

and national magazines should begin to
explain to all of us how we are going to
gustain all of this growth on a diminishing
remurce base. And further, how we are
going todo all of thiswithout creating some
intolerable environmental conditions.

Few economists, including Chairman
Burns, accept the idea of a steady-state
ecanomy (otherwise known as a no-growth
society). Yet sooner or later, this revolutio-
nary idea must be discussed, explored, de-
veloped, and accepted.

One of the few economists who has done
gome thinking on the idea is E. F.
Sehumacher (author of Small 1s Beauti-
ful: Economics As If People Mattered,
Harper & Row, 1973). Schumacher says,
“We find, therefore, that the idea of unli-
mited economic growth, more and mare
until everybody is saturated with wealth,
needsto be seriously questioned on at least
two counts: the availability of basic re-
sources and, alternatively or additionally,
the capacity of the environment to cope
with the degree of interference implied.”

Schumacher says our present economic
gystem rests “on thesystematic cultivation
of greed and envy. . ." And he asks the
guestion and then answers it: "How could
we even begin to disarm greed and envy?
Perhaps by being much less greedy and
envious ourselves; perhaps by resisting the
temptation of letting our luxuries become
needs; and perhaps by even scrutinizing
our needs to see if they cannot besimplified
and reduced.

"If we do not have the strength to
of this, could we perhaps stop appl
the type of economic ‘progress’ which palp-
ably lacks the basis of permanence and give
what modest support we can to those who,
unafraid of being denounced as cranks,
work for nion-violence: as conservationists,
ecologists, protectors of wildlife, promoters
of organic agriculture, distributists, cot-
tage producers, and so forth? An ounce of
practice is generally worth mare than a ton
of theory.”

A simple solution — but one not in keep-
ing with the growth for growih’s sake and
business-as-usual philosophy of the power
brokers of the country.

If, in 1976, each one of us tried just an
ounce of practice, we might be pleasantly
surprised at the results. Our Founding
Fathers sacrificed much in those early days
of therepublic. Can we doless in commem-
oration of the grand experiment they
launched?

WETLANDS THREATENED

Dear High Country News,

A brutal tug of war is underway in Con-
gress whichcould decide the fate of muchof
pur nation's remaining wetlands. What iz

" at stake is a Corps permit program to save
wetlands from unwise development. De-
veloper motivated politicians are moving
guickly to gut the program. Since the
founding of our nation almost half of our
original heritage of these sensitive areas,
so vital to sport fisheries and waterfowl
enthusiasts, have been destroyed. In this
Bicentennial year it is fitting that our old
nemesis, the Corps, begin to apply its tal-
ents and energies to saving these vital

areas.

Hearings on the amendments to muti-
late the program could be held by the
House Public Works Committee as earlyas

January or February 1976. (We just barely

.escaped hearings in November. And once

hearings are held it will be extremely dif-
ficult to prevent amendments from being
approved by the committee and approved
by Congress.) If you can give this critical
gituation some attention, it would be a
tremendous help.

Contact:
Brock Evans O
Sierra Club

324 C. Street, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20003

(202)547-1144

HAVE A LOOK AT EXPORTS
Dear Editor:
With all the talk of Project Indepen-
dence, our exports of coal and oil go un-
noticed. A New York Times article (Jan.




As our moorings are cut loose and the
region seems to slide more inevitably to-
ward intensive coal development, it's reas-

ring to see a tool tossed our way that

Id be used to shape the region's future.

The Yellowstone River Basin Level B
study, begun last November, will plan
water use for the bagin and adjacent coal
fields. The temptation would be to write it
off as just another study of the overly
studied river. But it has the potential for
actually allowing the public to dictate the
use of water — and, consequently, the ex-
tent of coal development in the region.

Since the study area corresponds to the
biggest coal deposits in the region, its pos-
sible impaet is magnified.

The study seems to allow for an unusual
degree of public invelvement. It begins

by Robert Wigington

About one vear ago a small groupof ran-
chers and farmers from Platte County,
Wryo., met on a winter evening to discuss
their concerns about a coal-fired power
plant to beconstructed just north of Wheat-
land, Wyo., by a consortium of power
cooperatives called the Missouri Basin
Power Project. That night these people

Lo

-E5 Editorial
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Study — key to planning West

with task force meetings in the individual
river basins, proceeds through state study
teams, and ends with a joint federal-state
management team.

Another unusual aspect of the study is
that the management team, which makes
the final plans on which future federal coal
decisions will be based, seems to be a group
of people with more than the usual degree
of concern with the environment.

The best thing that could happen — from
the weary bureaucrat’s perspective —
would be for no one to attend the meetings.
But if the people of the region do attend,
and if they, for example, demand an export

Guest Editorial

LRCC defends Platte County air, water from power plant

formed the Laramie River Conservation
Couneil (LRCC) and decided to oppose the
construction of the 1,500 megawatt plant
as presently planned. It was a big step.

The Platte County Task Force set-up by
the Missouri Basin Power Project and cer-
tain community leaders had accepted the
plant as an inevitable circumstance and a

IDAHO. Winter sends Canada geese on a search for open water.
Idaho Fish and Game Department Photo

policy asthe only wayto preserve thesocial
and physical environment, then possibly
such a policy could result.

It is also possible, of course, that these
meetings will be another useless exercise
which, despite assurances to the contrary,
will be ignored. But for those of us who are
concerned, it's worth a try.

The project is sponsored by the Missouri
Basin River Commission. Only one meet-
ing has been scheduled in Montana at this
time — in Red Lodge on February 4. None
have yet been scheduled in North Dakota.

Wyoming held its first meeting in Cody,

and more are scheduled in the next two
weeks: Cody — Feb. 3, 9 am. Holiday Inn;
Thermopolis— Feb. 4, 10 a.m., and Feb. 5,
1 p.m., both at the Holiday Inn; Gillette —
Feb. 10, 1 p.m., Sands Motor Lodge; Sheri-
dan — Feb. 11, 10 a.m., and Feb. 12, 8:30
a.m., both at the Sheridan Center Motor
Inn.

Study teams have been set up in Wyom-
ing with representatives of environmental
groups, Chambers of Commerce, and plan-
ners, as well as representatives of federal
and state agencies. There is room for
everyone to participate, however. For more
information, contact Paul Shore in Cody,
Whyo., at (307) 587-9280 or Keith Corrigall
in Helena, Mont., at (406) 449-2872.

Maore information will follow in future
issues. —MjA

good neighbor. Much of the business com-
munity was already banking on the plant
being built. For the most part, the plant
had an official stamp of approval.

But those who met. that night refused to
ignore the many unanswered questions
about the plant and the threat which the
plantposed to the agricultural sector of the
area’s economy and to its environment.

LRCC now has about 70 members and is
one of the most active groups in Wyoming.

These people have been instrumental in
defending Wyoming's tough new air pollu-
tion standards. When the electric utilities
firstchallenged the proposed sulfur dioxide
regulations, LRCC members went to state
Environmental Quality Council hearings
and said that they were willing to pay the
added cost of minimizing air pollution. The
state adopted the stringent regulations
and was sued by Tri-State Generation and
Transmission, a participant in the Mis-
souri Basin Power Project (MBPP).

Last month, LRCC appeared before the
Public Service Commission in protest of
MBPP's application for a certificate of pub-
lic necessity and convenience. At the hear-
ing the power consortium claimed that a
major portion of the plant's power was re-
quired for use in Wyoming. LRCC pointed
to the increased price of the plant's pro-
jected power consumption in Wyoming.

" The consortiam admitted that the high

price of their electricity was not considered

in their projections. ;
LRCC has accomplished much in their

short existence, but at nosmall price. Their

12) notes thatour coal exportshave risen to
66 million tons, most of which goes to the
Japanese steel industry. The recently
enacted federal energy bill made no men-
tion of exporting our coal and oil; so under
the guise of fulfilling Americds energy
needs, the coal of Appalachia and the West
are strip mined, often for use by foreign
ntries,

Nilsson
Media, Pa.

COMPOSTING PRIVY

Diear HCN,

Was I surprised and delighted with your
lead article — "Toilets: a revolution from
the bottom up.” It was perfectly written,
and with the field guide to the toilets, this
number of your paper is worth the $10sub-
scription price.

This is the same battle I have been work-
ing on. We have built a compost toilet fol-

lowing the plan of Jim VanderRyn, Uni--

versity of California at Berkeley technical
bulletin no. 2: “Composting Privy,” includ-
ing complete plans — for $100 or less.
That marvel of our modern way of life,
the ceramic toilet bowl, is, in a real sense,
the high point of our ascent toward the
ideal — the clean — the pure. Every form
has its rise or fall in the universal law of
the cycle. If this is the high point of our
culture there is only one way to go— from
the bottom of the eycle we must go up —
from the top we go down and return to the
beginning from where we started in our
effort to evade certain facts of life.

That ceramic bowl with its elaborate
plumbing — clean water flowing in and the
smelly mixture flowing out, — to the tune

of two or three thousand dollars. . .We love
it and will in no case giveit up— so eagy —
80 8lick — so clean — so0 comfortable. Press
the lever and it's whisked away from sensi-
tive nosesor eyes. We each use eight to ten
thousand gallons of water per year to flush
away material that could be returned to
the earth to maintain its fertility. Every
time you flush that bowl you are commit-
ting a symbol ic crime —the key toour slow
suicide. Two elements, water and earth are
mixed — poisoning both.

In the ancient dream symbolism, excre-
ment is gold — the wealth of the earth —
both as a valuable mineral and as a fer-
tilizer. Those valuable biscuits in the bowl
are wasted,

Waldo S. Chase
Union,
Washington

struggle hascost them dearly — sometimes
a friend, and more money than they had to
spend. And the struggle is not over.

Next month the Wyoming Industrial Sit-
ing Council will hear Basin Electric's ap-
plication for a siting permit. In order. to
obtain a permit, the consortium must de-
maonstrate that the plant will not have an
unacceptable impact on the area's envi-
ronment or the socio-economic conditions
of its inhabitants. The hearing is designed
so that citizens and citizens' groups may
take part. It is also possible that an inde-
pendent stody of certain environmental or
socio-economic impacts may be required.

LRCC will take its case before the Indtis-
trial Siting Council. The group will address
socio-economic issues from local point of
view. Their voice at this hearing will be
critical. But they will need help. They will
need legal counsel and expert witnesses in
order to present their case well, and both
are costly.

Contributions to LRCC's effort at thesit-
ing hearing are tax deductible if they are
sent to Laramie River Legal Fund, Box 84,
Wheatland, Wyo. 82201. Please help LRCC
continue this vital effort to protect
Wyoming's land and lifestyle.

Robert Wigington is an organizer-
researcher for the Powder River Basin He-
source Council. PRBRC is an
agriculturally-based group concerned with
coal development in Wyoming’s Powder
River Basin. It has about 600 members,
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Burros. . .
(Continaed from page 1)

bour), and in the summer many springs
stop flowing altogether. Due to burro graz-
ing there is almost total loss of vegetation
around springs, and thus no food and cover
for birds and small mammals. Summer
temperatures climb above 120 degrees, and
water is a critical factor in desert ecosys-
tems. When a large mammal such as the
burro is placed into a fragile system held in
already delicate balance, something has to
give— and in the case of our deserts, it is
the native wildlife that is giving way.

Burro reproduction rates are about
25%-30% every 18 months. Burros have no
natural predators to speak of, and
biologists agree that the only biological
factor controlling their population is star-
vation. Parasites and disease are not a sig-
nificant factor in their mortality rates.

The life expectancy for jennies appears to
be 12-14 years and for jacks, 13-15 years.
What the low mortality and high reproduc-
tive rates mean has been shown in the
Chemehuevi Mountains in California.
There are currently 80 burros in the area,
and by 1982 it is expected at the current
rate of management and reproduction in
the herd, the population will be 200,

In Death Valley National Monument,
there were 1,500 burros in 1942. The Park
Service started a reduction program in that
year. Some were given away as pets, some
were shot. In 1967 reductions were stopped
due to public pressures. There are now at
least 1,500 burros in the monument again,
During the time that reductions were tak-

BURRO TRAILING. The trailing by burros shown
above in Death Valley National Monument is typical of
maost of the canyons in the Panamint Range which are
occupied by burros. The Wild and Free Roaming Wild
Horse and Burro Act does not include National Park

ing place, approximately 4,000 burros were
removed. Thus, it is evident that the burro
is able to reproduce at a rapid rate, and
there is no danger of the burro becoming
extinet in North America, contraryto what

Congress and the American people were -

led to believe at the time of passage of the
bill

BURROS NOT CONSIDERED

Social structure is loose; a few jacks
might hold territories for several months a
yvear. In the Wild Horse and Burro Act,
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When a large mammal
such as the burro is placed
into a fragile system held in
already delicate balance,
something has to give —
and in the case of our de-
serts, it is the native wild-
life that is giving way.

Congress defined "herd” as meaning "one
or more stallions and his mares,” but did
not include any definition as to what con-
stitutes a burro herd. Jacks do not keep
jennies as stallions do mares. Burro range
and populations are tied to water sources.
In fact, one gets the impression from read-
ing the act that it was meant only for
horses, and that the matter of burros was
not really given any consideration at all.
Congress declared that burro habitat
was considered to be “where they are pres-
ently found.” Thus, wherever burros were

in 1971 is burro habitat. Wild burros oc-
cupy portions of nine Western states; the
main concentrations are in southern
Nevada, along both sides of the Colorado
River, in southern California, and in New
Mexico. In 1971, for example, burros were
found in 29 mountain ranges in southern
California alone. This makes it questiona-
ble that Congress and the American public
actually looked at a map of burro distribu-
tion in 1971 when they defined burre
habitat.

In a related, vaguely worded section, the
act says that “specific ranges on public
lands may be designated and maintained
ag (burro) sanctuaries.” Designating such
sanctuaries could help solve the manage-
ment problem, but further clarification is
needed on what is to be done with the bur-
ros on lands not designated as sanctuaries.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
and the U8 Forest Service (IUSFS) may
give burros away as pets. However, the
government retains title to the animal. If
burros have to be destroyed, the carcasses
may be recycled back into the ecosystem,
according to the law, but in no way shall
any of the meat be utilized for any commer-
cial purpose, either directly or indirectly.
The law states that burro populations may
be reduced by destraying animals, if neces-
sary, in the most humane way possible.
Firearms may be used. Burros are sup-
posed to be managed in a way "that is de-
gigned to achieve and maintain a thriving
natural ecological balance on the public
lands.”

*CAN'T BE MANAGED'

Can this be done? There is ample evi-
dence that the animals are causing ir-

Service land — only Bureau of Land Management and
F orest Service lands. However, management is difficult
since the burros migrate between lands managed by the
BLM, Park Service, and the Navy.

Photo courtesy of National Park Service

reparable ‘::lamage to native vegetation,
soils, wildlife, and water. Burros are hav-
ing a detrimental effect on habitat where
there are'endangered species. In 1974 offi-
cials at Bandelier National Monument in
New Mexigp released two documents de-
tailing the®impact of the burros. The
studies indicated that none of the
monument’s range was in excellent
tion, 22% was in good condition, 31% in
condition, and 47% in poor condition. In
addition, 52% of the vegetation was in a
downward trend. A soil survey showed that
severe erosion was taking place, and that
as much as 35 tons of soil per acre per year
was being lost to erogion.

A summary of one of the documents
states: "It is the conclusion of this investig-
ation that the wild burros of Bandelier

cannot be managed as a compatible con-

stituent of the natural ecosystem. . . based
on several conditions peculiar to the
monument. Terrain, and consequently, in-
accessibility, prevents an accurate count of
the number of animalsutilizing the area at
any given time of the year or from vear to
year. The same factors preclude a reasona-
ble understanding of the population
dynamics of the burros, other than by in-
tensive measurement of ecological deterio-
ration of their habitat.”

While the above statement says the situ-
ation in Bandelier is unique, it is not. Bur-
ros occupy very rugged terrain and
habitats in much of their range. [tisalmost
impossible to get an accurate census of bur-
rog anywhere. Their coloration makes
them hard to see; access to areas is all but
impossible in many cases except by
helicopter; there are uneven distribution
patterns; there is a lack of funding and
manpower; there is a lack of baseline in-
ventory data; and there is a lack of know-
ledge and expertise in burro ecology and
habitat on the part of some of the agency
personnel,

INHUMANE TO SHOOT ‘

What can be done? BLM and USFS
clearly have a mandate both to protect the
burro and to protect the native wildlife
habitat. Will the public permit them to
ecarry out this mandate? It does not seem
possible, at thistime, to find owners for the
large numbers of burros that will have to be
eliminated from our public lands. When
firearme are mentioned, many people con-
sider this to be an inhumane management
tool. The public has long been led to bel ieve
that the burros are "rare and endangered"
— that they are being slaughtered and dri-
ven to extinction.

There is also an emotional spillover from
wild horses that complicates the public's
reaction to management under the Horse
and Burro Act. Although they are two dif-
ferent species with different impacts and
different management needs, they are
treated under the same act.

Nevertheless, burro reduction will have
to be an on-going program. The longer the
BLM and USFS delay management and
control programs, the more burros will
have to be destroyed initially. Since burro
populations on federal lands number bet-
ween 10,000 and 20,000 animals, we are
talking about quite a large reduction un-
less pet-owners can be found. The reduc-
tions will have to be an annual program to
prevent overgrazing.

The program of maintaining burro h¥ees
in nine western states promises to be a
complex one and certainly an expensive
one for the American taxpavyer. If the tax-
payer is'not willing to fund the kind of
program necessary to bring this erisis
under control, then we can only expect con-
tinued degradation and overgrazing of de-
sert ecosy stems and loss of native wild life.

Much will hinge on a decision of the Sup-
reme Court. In 1974 in New Mexico, 19
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burros were rounded up on BLM land and
gold at publicauction. The roundupwas not
authorized by BLM. When BLM learned of
thecapture and sale, they notified the U.S.
attorney. He requested the state livestock
board to return the burros to BLM land,
saying they were protected under the
Horse and Burro Act. The request was re-

o fused and the New Mexico Liveatock Board
"ﬂed guit, challenging the agency’s action

to administer the burros under the act and
charging that it violated state statutes. All
state statutes hold that wildlife is the prop-
erty of the states and not the federal gov-
ernment.

InFebruary 1975, the U S, District Court
for New Mexico declared the Horse and
Burro Act unconstitutional and declared
that the animals belonged to the individual
states. The U.S. attorney obtained a stay
on the judgment, however, which sus-
pended it pending a higher court ruling.

On March 28, 1975, the federal govern-

Sierra Burro Policy

Management and control

The National Sierra Club Board of Di-
rectors last spring adopted a policy on
wild ("feral”) burros, which Miriam
Romero helped to write.

The policy statemen t urges that feral
burros be strictly managed and control-
led with humane methods. The Sierra
Club recognizes the necessity of using
helicopters for management purposes,
i.e., for censusing, reconnaissance, and
access to habitat areas.

The club also accepts using guns and
giving titleover to private individualsas
management tools, while opposing
using feral burros for sporting purposes
such as racing or wrangling. When bur-
ros are shot, the club recommends
donating the carcasses to government

Protection of native ecosystems
The club savs burros must be elimi-
nated from all federal and state lands
where they would pose a threat to
habitats of rare plants or animals and
from all national parks and monu-
ments. In other areas where native
habitats have become impoverished be-
cause of overpopulation, burro herds
ghould be culled, according to the club.

Congressional action

The club recommends that the Wild
and Free Roaming Horze and Burro Act
be amended to apply only to wild horses
and a new burro management bill be
introduced which would provide for
sanctuaries for burros.

institutions. J
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ment appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Preliminary hearings will be held on the
case thizs month and a decision could be
forthcoming later this year. Pending the
Supreme Court decision, the law is still in
effect and normal management activities
can be carried out under the act.

ENVIRONMENTALISTS SPEAK

Not all citizens are enamored of the
burro. On December 5 the National Advis-
ory Board for Wild and Free-Roaming
Horses and Burros met in China Lake,
Calif. At that meeting, the public was
given the opportunity to express views on
the burro situation. Action was demanded
by many conservation organizations, indi-
viduals, and scientists. They demanded
that the devastation to desert ecosystems
by burros be halted.

"The burrce are using stored resources
that built up over many years and it will
take many decades to restore the re-
sources,” said Dr. Robert Ohmart of
Arizona State University at Tempe. "The
burre will ultimately destroy his own
habitat.”

Walter Powell of the California Wildlife
Federation said, "We view with frustration
and growing deep-seated anger the con-
tinued. devastation of all land by the
politically-protected burro.”

The Sierra Club has gone on record for
strong burro control programs, as has the
Desert Protective Council. Peter Burk of
the Sierra Club said, "We are tired of wait-
ing for a solution to a problem that
evervone now knows and understands,”

The board listened to an overwhelming
and outraged cry for burro reduction.
Death Valley National Monument i3 not
covered under the Horse and Burro Act
since it applies to only BLM and USFS
lands. Nevertheless, it is difficult for the
Park Service to begin a program of burro
reduction, because the ‘burros in the
Panamint Range migrate between Park
Service lands, Navy lands, and BLM lands.
Cooperative agreements are necessary.

Dr. Richard Vogl of California State
University at Los Angeles advised the
board that to protect the burro because it is
a symbaol of the old West is something we
could do without. The miner of the old West
raped and plundered the land, and it is best
that the mentality and attitudes that pro-
duced this destruction of the West be for-
gotten, not perpetuated, he said.

So it all boils down to whether there is
justification to give the burro the kind of
protection it iz given both by public emo-
tion and by law just because it is “cute” and
is a symbaol of the old West. It is true that

- ‘.'q o
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CROPPING FROM BURROS. This vegetation shows severe cropping from

burros. Burros eat all the stored food in desertshrubs, and as the vegetation
dies, severe erosion follows.

Photo by Ben Romero
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horses, with few distinctions made. They make good pack animals and are
available as pets, although the federal government retains title under the

present law.

the law ensures humane treatment of the
burro— but one can ask if the fact that the
burro is literally eating himself out of
habitat and will die from starvation and
lack of water is humane,

The public can either choose mature,
reasonable control and management of the
burro and can insist that the agencies in-
volved begin reduction programs, or the
public can choose to continue to permit the
burro to roam at will over large areasof the
Southwest without reduction or control. If
the public chooses the latter, then perhaps
we have reached a point in time where the
burro has become America's sacred cow,

Miriam Romero and her husband, Ben,
started investigating the burro problem in
1973 when' they recognized’'the ecological

Photo by Ben Romero

crisis created by burros, particularly in
Death Valley. They have both been long-
time members of the Sierra Club, and she
helped to write the national position on
burros adopted by the club last spring. Her
degree is in geography from California
State University in Northridge, and she
has done graduate work in arid lands re-
sources management. They have received
several awards for their educational work
on burros and for their research which led
to the establishment of the Amargosa
Canyon-Dumont Dunes Natural Area in
California. In 1973 they received the
American Motors Conservation Award and
in 1975 the California Conservation Coun-
cil Annual Award. Residents of Montrose,
Calif,, they spend much of their free time
presenting their slide show on burros enti-
4led “The Jacks are Wild.™ . = -
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Rockies Foundation ready to give

Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho have a
new fund-raising and grant-making or-
ganization, the Northern Rockies Founda-
tion.

Its mission is to help the people of the
region "preserve their natural and cultural
heritage and improve the quality of life
within the context of social justice,” say the
directors of the group. Grants will be made
for projects in the fields of public informa-
tion, citizen activities, the economy, envi-
ronment, education, arts, and humanities.

The foundation hopes to raise $150,000
by next January to support such projects. It
already has $60,000 toward that goal.

Dr. Alton Chase of Helena, Mont., is ex-
ecutive director of the foundation. He is a
former philosophy professor at Macalester
College in St. Paul, Minn. Leslie Petersen
of Jackson, Wyo., i8 associate director.

HCN let s you,

helps us too.

One year $10.00

Take advantage of us!!

To save you some money and to cut down on our bookkeeping, we've come up
with long term subscription discounts. When you take advantage of these rates it

(Twenty five issues aach year.)

Two years $18.00

The foundation hopes to make its first
grants by June 30. An 11-member board of
directors will decide which proposals to
fund, based on recommendations of the
staff. Board membersare Jean Anderson of
Billings, Mont.; Emily Galusha of 5t. Paul,
Minn.; Jack Hemingway of Sun Valley,
Idaho; Phoebe Holzinger of Casper, Wyo.;
James Noble of Cora, Wyo.; Drummond
Pike of San Francisco, Calif. ; Marcia Purs-
ley of Boise, Idaho; G. John Roush of Ar-
lington, Va.; Leonard Sargent of Corwin
Springs, Mont.; K. Ross Toole of Missoula,
Mont.: and Malecolm Wallop of Sheridan,
Wyo.

For more information write to Dr. Alton
Chase, Northern Rockies Foundation, Box
1273, Helena, Mont. 59601 or to Leslie
Petersen, Northern Rockies Foundatian,
Box 2497, Jackson, Wyo. 83001.

Three years $25.00

Let me take advantage of you, send HCN to:
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Coal moves East because of automatic fuel clause

by Ngrman Kilpatrick

Nothing could, on the surface, be further
apart in the thinking of many people than
strip mining coal in the Northern Plains

and the automatic fuel adjustment clauses

of electric companies in the Midwest. The
national news media never seemsto see the
connection, and certainly the Western coal
firms and their current and potential cus-
tomers in the Eastdon’t want to talk about
it.

Yet, in fact, the two items are very
closely tied together. The amount of coal
that is finally stripped from the Northern
Plaing, and certainly the potential market
for such coal, is directly tied to this method
which most state regulatory agencies have
adopted. It allows electric utilities to use
fuels that are more expensive than locally
available fuels

Most people in America believe that
state public utility commissions some-
how assure that the fuel burned by a power
plant is the least expensive available to it.
If they don’t accept that fairytale, they be-
lievethat electric company managementis
more concerned with keeping rates down
than with company prdits. They believe
the management will voluntarily try to ob-
tain fuel supplies that might save the elec-
tric user a few dollars per year.

The fact is that most states, and all the
Midwest states, have automatic fuel ad-
justment clauses. These clauses are
created or approved by the state regulatory
agency. They mean that that part of an
electric bill which represents fuel costs,
transportation costs, certain staff people,

* handling equipment, ete. is not effectively

- .reviewed by the state regulatory agency.
.. Even though states which have this au-
tomatic fuel adjustment clause may claim
that they review these costs, in fact they
merely check their statistical accuracy —

" not their justification. These costs, which
may make up one-third of a customer’s
electric bill, are passed directly through to
him in each month's electricity bill. This
means, very clearly, that a utility has no
requirement or need to purchase the least
expensive fuel available to it.

In fact, this is the way that certain elec-
tric companies can plan to (and in some
cazesalready have) import Western coal to
their service areas, even if local high sulfur
coal used with scrubbers, or low sulfur Ap-
palachian coal, could beobtained at a lower
cost.

OTHER INTEREST

Thus, plans to surface mine Northern
Plains coal for Midwestern markets do not
mean that such coal is less expensive.
Rather, they could indicate someone con-
nected with the Eastern utility in question
has some interest in promoting Western
- coal over Eastern coal.

For example, in August of 1874 low sul-
fur coal from Utah's Carbon Fuel Mine
(which American Electric Power (AEP) is
helping expand for use by AEP power
plants in the Midwest) cost around $1.20
per million Btu (British thermal units) at
AEP’s Tanners Creek (Indiana) power
plant. By comparison, low sulfur West Vir-
ginia coal from an AEP "captive mine” (a
mine whose coal is used only by its owner)
cost under 61 cents per million Btu deli-
vered to that plant.

During May of 1974, coal from
Wyoming's Belle Ayr Mine cost over 80
cents per million Btu delivered to AEP’s
Breed (Indiana) Plant. Ohio’s Cardinal
Plant, not far from the Pennsylvania line,

1974, for a cost of $1.27 per million Btu.
This compared to Ohio coal with a lower
(1.1%) sulfur content, that cost the cus-
tomer 50 cents per million Btu, according
to Federal Power Commission records.

During April of 1975 the giant AEP
plantnear Gallipolis, Ohio, burned low sul-
fur Belle Ayr coal for under 87 cents per
million Btu, and Eastern Kentucky low
sulfur coal for 67.5 cents per million Btu.
(Low sulfur "spot market coal” was coming
in at pricesfrom 91 cents through $2.09 per
million Btu to that same plant from East-
ern coal mines. In its arguments for using
Waestern coal, AEP may quote these spot
market prices, but it is not a fair compari-
son. The only fair comparison would be
long term Eastern coal contracts with long
term Western coal contracts.)

Critics of using Western coal east of the
Mississippi also say it is encouraged by
stockholders who have interests in West-
ern railroads, Eastern utilities, and na-
tional coal and cil companies. So rational
economics may not always govern deci-
sions,

UNREGULATED PROFIT
The Detroit Free Press has written

about the efforts by Midwest utilities to"go
West” for coal, the automatic fuel clause,

and possible profit motives for such a move.
According to the Free Press, back when
(late 1973- early 1974) Duke Power Com-
pany (North Carolina) was arranging a
long-term low sulfur coal contraect in West
Virginia for $12.71 per ton for a'12,000 Btu
coal, Detroit Edison, a major coal burner,
was arranging a $1 billion deal with De-
cker Coal Company for Montana coal.

When "pushed” by the newspaper, the
utility admitted it did not “ask for bids
from West Virginia before signing the De-
cker deal.” As late as June of 1975 Edison
was buying some low sulfur Eastern Ken-
tucky coal for as little as 85 cents per mill-
ion Btu delivered that month.

The Free Press quotes one Edison offi-
cial assaying". .. the fuel clause considera-
tion was certainly a factor” in its decision
to buy Northern Great Plains coal, and
goes on to suggest that Detroit Ed's Mid-
west Energy company will be in a position
to make profits not regulated by the
Michigan Public Service Commission,
from loading coal and moving it on Great
Lakes barges.

Fear that, at best, utilities have no in-
centive to keep fuel costs down and, at
worst, have interests in Western coal de-
velopment certainly helped motivate West
Virginia and Ohio legislatures to abolish
the automatic features of their fuel clauses

during 1975. If hearings were held to ques-
tion the economics of hauling Western coal
past Chicago, it seems possible they could

lead to reform and a decrease in demand f )

Western coal. These hearings would ha
to take into consideration long term con-
tract prices, possible financial help for new
Eastern deep mines, and the use of scrub-
bers.

NATIONWIDE ACTION

States must be fully prepared to protect
their interests. The Ford Administration
tried, in vain, to make automatic fuel ad-
justment clauses mandatory in all states
through a bill introduced by Arizona’s Rep.
John Rhodes (R) in 1975.

Instead, it has been suggested that
Western representatives who desire to
limit development of Western coal could
help achieve that purpose by supporting a
nationwide end to the automatic adjust-
ment clanse, &

Norman Kilpatrick isdirector of the Sur-
face Mining Research Library (Box 5024
Charleston, W. Va. 25311). He is also the
coal consultant to the West Virginia Legis-
lature.

New Lifeline rates would conserve energy |

by Dorothy Bradley

The Center for the Public Interest, Inc. of
Bozeman, Mont,, has come up with a re-
vised utility rate structure which will en-
courage energy conservation and save
money for low income customers. This
maonth, thegroupispresenting its "Lifeline
Utility Rate” proposal to the Montana Pub-
lic Service Commission. The PSC is con-
ducting hearings on a rate increase request
by Montana Power Company.

Electricity in the Montana Power Com-
pany system is priced in three separate
classifications — residential, commercial,
and industrial. The center's proposal deals
chiefly with the residential classification,
and would only affect the consumption of
electricity in homes, for individuals and
families.

The existing structure for the Montana
Power Company — and most other power
companies — is called a “declining block
rate system.” It establishes the highest
rates for the least consumption — a rate
which declines as consumption increases,
The theory supporting this system is that
increased consumption will lower the av-
erage costs for all consumers.

But this rate structure is inappropriate
given our recognition that energy is a
necessity in short supply. The center be-
lieves we should change the rate structure
to promote fuel conservation, and in addi-
tion, to promote fair treatment for low in-
come families and establish a sound
economic policy.

Numerous studies have documented
that low income people consume less
energy; and, correspondingly, higher in-
come people tend to consume mare. Weal-
thier people usually have larger homes,
more appliances, and a generally more ex-
travagantlifestyle. But the present declin-
ing block rate structure penalizes the low
income energy consumer by forcing him to
bear an inequitable proportion of society's
total energy costs. In addition to paying

i burped 1.4% sulfur Utab coal in August of _higher rates, a. much geeater prepartion of

his income is necessarily devoted to utility
bills.

The center proposes that the Public Ser-
vice Commission adopt a Lifeline rate
structure for residential electricity. The
Lifeline would provide the first 400 kwh a
maonth at the cheapest rate of two cents per
kwh. After 400 kwh, a halfa cent increase
would be charged for the next 600 kwh.
After 1,000 kwh per manth, the rate jumps
to three cents per kwh. (We also propose a
$1.50 per month service charge to pay the
coste of billing, etc. This amount is the
same for all consumers, regardless of con-
sumption, and should not be hidden in the
rate structure.)

The Lifeline incorporates the principle
that each family needs a certain amount of
electricity for basic necessities — cooking,
lights, refrigeration, etc. Because of the
impossibility of conserving electricity at
the lowest levels of consumption, the rate
structure should not penalize low level
cansumers, as it presently does. However,
at higher levelsof electricity consumption,
conservation can take place. It is at these
levels that consumer demands tend to be
responsive to prices. Realizing this, the
center says, we should revise the rate
structure to establish a workable incentive
to conserve.

Anyone who consumes approximately
500 kwh per month or less would finan-
cially benefit from the Lifeline, as com-
pared to presentrates. Consamption of 400
kwh per month would provide savings of
$20 a year —a 15% decrease in rates.

About 46% of the bills issued by MPC to
residential consumers are under 400 kwh
per month, and 59% of the kwh consumed
are under the 500 kwh line. A fair estimate
is that 60% of the residential consumers in
the MPC distribution system would finan-
cially benefit by a Lifeline.

Only 10% of the present residential con-
gumption isin excess of 1,000 kwh a month,
which would be included in the highest
rate category of the Lifeline prl:pma].l

The coalition supporting the Lifeline

-proposal has taken no stand .onMPBC s rate .

|
of return. Their aim was to design a new
rate structure which would bring in identi-
cal revenues as received in 1974.

In summary, the center feels the Lifel ine
rate structure should be adopted to pr D\')
an essential amount of electricity at W&’
lowest rates, and appropriately discourage
excessive consumption. The Lifeline in no
way penalizes the Montana Power Com-
pany — in faect, resulting conservation
practices should benefit the company as
well as the consumers, by holding down
electricity costs for all.

Dorothy Bradley is a Democratic state
representative from Bozeman and a re-
searcher for the Center for the Public In-
terest, Inc., P.O. Box 931, Bozeman, Mont.
59715.

ROMCOE
awards

High Country News is among the win-
ners of the 19756 Awards for Qutstanding
Environmental Achievement presented by
the Rocky Mountain Center of Environ-
ment{ROMCOE). HCN won the ROMCOE
communications award.

The citizen's award wentto a Coloradoan
— William B. Mounsey. Mounsey has been
working to preserve wilderness in Col-
orado since 1964, He also founded the Uni-
vergity of the Wilderness. :

The citizen organization award went to
the Idaho Conservation League based in
Boise, Idaho.

Paonia High School Media and Dissjll
nation Class in Paonia, Colo., won W
youth award.

Dr. Wilson Clark, a professor at Eastern
Meontana College in Billings, Mont., won
the education award.

Public Service Company of Colorado won
the industry award.

Colorado State Senator Joe Shoemaker,
who is chairman of the Platte River De-
velopment Committee of Denver, won the
government{awapd. | bigs
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Sec. Kleppe say

CHANGING SCENE. Rural areas in the Northern Great
Plains are now losing populations, but with renewed
federal coal leasing, the face of the West will be chang-
ing. As the US. Circuit Court of Appeals put it in its
opinion on the Sierra Club suit, "Briefly put, a region

by Marjane Ambler

Interior Secretary Thomas S. Kleppe
announced Monday the end of the
maoratorium on leasing of federal ceal. But

 this doesn’t mean the immediate resump-

tion of coal development, according to Asst.
Secretary Jack 0. Horton, whose explana-
tion of the action followed. Horton's am-
biguous statement succeeded in raising
guestions, but did not succeed in staving off
an angry reaction from environmental
groups and from members of Congress.

No matter when the moratorium started
in 1971 would have been lifted, the an-
nouncementwould have been greeted with
criticism, no doubt. This is because one of
the most critical questions concerning fed-
eral leasing is whether more coal must be
leased at all. Sixteen billion tons are al-
ready leased — enough to last 20 to 50
years, by various estimates.

However, the timing of this statement
did not seem to make political sense, if In-
terior were interested in easy acceptance of
its decision. A few days before the House
had passed its federal coal leasing bill. But
the bill had not been passed by the Con-
gress as a whole. Interior could have
waited a few weeks for Congress’ bill, it
was thought, unless Interior has reason to
believe the bill will be vetoed.

Congressional representatives were
among those meet outraged. They were not
forewarned of Kleppe’s intent and appar-
ently felt personally affronted. Rep. Teno
Roncalio (D-Wyo.), one of those who has
worked hard in past years to get federal
stripmining legislation, said it indicated to

_ him that coal companies wanted “im-

ediate, wide open, unrestrained de-

elopment of coal,” according to a KTWO
Radio report. Rep. John Melcher
(D-Maont.), who has shepherded the strip
mining bill through the House several
times, also told KTWO he thought the In-
terior Department was reacting to pres-
sure from coal companies.

When contacted by the Denver Post,
Colorado Sens. Gary Hart and Floyd Has-
kell and Reps. Pat Schroeder and Tim
Wirth all said leasing shouldn't be: re-

sumed until proposed federal laws are
enacted.

Congress sees itself as the "ultimate
steward of the federal lands,” according to
Rep. Patsy Mink (D-Hawaii) speaking on
the House floor prior to the announcement.
Mink headed the House committee which
prepared the leasing bill.

The same day House members were re-
minded that the administration doesn’t
necessarily agree that Congressional ef-
forts are that important Rep. Joe Skubitz
{R-Kan.), discussing the administration’s
suggested amendments to the leasing bill
prior to its passage Jan. 21, said, "There is
strong feeling in the coal industry and
some feeling in the department, that a bill
is not even necessary.”

The timing of the announcement was
curious for another reason. Interior's own
guidelines, although proposed, have not
yet been promulgated. The one set of rules
that has been finalized, the programmatic
impact statement on the federal coal leas-
ing program, has been legally challenged.
If Interior had waited only a2 month and a
half longer to make the announcement, at
least both its leasing and its stripping reg-
ulations would have been put into effect.

NOT IMMEDIATE MINING

Interior insists that Kleppe was not ac
tually starting the new draglines moving.
The new program he discussed in his
statement lifting the moratorium includes
EMARS (Energy Minerals Activity Re-
commendation System), a system devised
by Interior which will require about two
years in the leasing process before any
mining could begin. It involves nomina-
tions of where coal should be leased and
where it shouldn't, localized planning ef-
forts involving public input, impact state-
ments on places that would be leased, bids,
and then environmental impact state-
ments on individual mining plans.

Interior also says leasing will not begin
until the coal is needed. Kleppe said that
any "“impression that we're going to open
the door and scuttle the West” is false.

However, even with its announcement
accompanied by these assurances, Interior

best known fwﬂlabllndmiwi]dlﬂ'uandfhh. and for its
beautiful scenery, a region isolated from urban Ameri-
can, sparsely populated and virtually unindustrialized,
will be converted into a major industrisl complex.”
Photo of North Dakota farmstead by Mike Jacobs

must have anticipated the outrage that it
would bring if made at this time, cbservers
believe.

When agked by HCN about her interpre-
tations of the timing of the announcement,
Laney Hicks, Northern Plains representa-
tive of the Sierra Club, said she thought
that Interior doesn't want businessmen to
lose interest in investing in the West. The
Northern Great Plains Resource Program
office has received requests for its study on
Western coal development from Wall
Street brokers. They want to know
whether to invest in draglines or in
offshore drilling equipment.

Hicks says Interior wants thisinterest to
remain alive. "Interior's fixation is with
Western coal because that's where they
havea finger in the pie,” she says, referring
to the fact that Eastern coal is mostly pri-
vately owned. "Here's the administration
screaming about unemployment. Where is
unemployment? It's in the Eastern part of
the country. But you can't get them to look

A Spacisi Editioa of Tom Baé's
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S coal moratorlum over

at Eastern coal. I think the reason is they
don't control it,” she says.

ENOUGH COAL?

Hicks also criticized renewing leasing
when there is already so much coal leased,
and questioned the adequacy of the "dilig-
ent development” section of the proposed
Interior leasing regulations. As long as
leaseholders continue to hold coal for
speculative purposes, the nation’s needs
still won't be met.

Speaking of the 16 billion tons already
leased, Kleppe said, "On the surface, it
would appear that this amountis sufficient
for years to come. However, in reality, we
do not know whether that amount is suffi-
cient or if the coal we have leased is suita-
ble for mining. We do know that some of
this coal —perhaps asmuch asone-third —
is unsuitable for mining for envirenmental
and economic reasons. However the enor-
mity of this leased coal clouds the issue.”

Kleppe's cautious statement was par-
tially, perhaps, motivated by legal action
againgt Interior which claims renewed
leasing is not necessary because of the
amount of coal already leased. The Natural
Resources Defense Council and the North-
ern Plains Resource Council challenged
Interior's programmatic impact statement
on that basis. Most environmental organi-
zations in the region are using the need
argument in their attack on Kleppe's
moratoriun announcement.

POWDER RIVER BASIN

Kleppe's announcement followed by one
week the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to
review the Sierra Club suit demanding a
cumulative environmental impact state-
ment for the Northern Great Plains. Partof
the program he announced would include
preparation of regional impact statements
when necessary. There is still some ques-
tion that Interior defines regional impact
gtatements the same way that the Sierra
Club does, however. (See HCN 1-16-76)

In the Eastern Powder River Basin, four
companies are still awaiting Interior’s ap-
proval of their mining plans. The Supreme
Court lifted the injunction which prohi-
bited Interior from allowing the plans. But
Kleppe is now consulting with Wyoming
Gov. Ed Herschler before issuing condi-
tional approval of the permits, which is
expected within a month, according to an
Associated Press report.

Bigh Country laws

$1.50

48 pages, 11 by 14V: format
slick cover, newsprint inside
cartoons, photos, maps, drawings

(Ask for us at your newsstand)

A Special Edition of Tom Bell's

High Country News

B History: High Country News, its friends,
Energy: fossil, nuclear, alternatives.
Motes: on some people of the not-so-new

Wildlife: abused and admired, threatened,

Land: its resources are to be respected.

Includes:

hard times, but mostly its successful
struggle to fill a need.

environmental awareness.

poisoned and protected.

{(Would make awonderfuladdition
to your. library, coffee table,
outhouse, comfort station, etc.)

Box K, Lander, WY 82520




8-High Country News — Jan. 30, 1976

[

s
o

This animal, the black-footed ferret, is one of the most endangered mammals

The prairie dog’s survival is vital to the surviv
ferret, as it provides both food and habitat.
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What goo

by Sarah Doll

It's sometimes difficult to answer the
gquestion, "What difference does it makeifa
species becomes extinct? It will anyway,
eventually.” The obvious answer, "If you
have to ask the question, you probably
wouldnt understand the answer,” while
often true, helps no one. The best answer
can be given by a concerned person with
facts at his disposal — facts regarding each
endangered species’ importance to its
ecogystem.

The black-footed ferret is a good example
of how an animal’s ecological role is a
strong argument, both economically and
esthetically, for its protection. It is one of
the rarest mammals in North America,
with remnant populations in South Dakota
and only occasional sightings in other
Great Plains states. It lives in prairie dog
towns, and preys on prairie dogs, gregari-
ous little rodents that are considered a
scourge by ranchers. While it is not known
how much ferrets eat, if they existed in
sizablenumbers they would probably serve
to act as a natural check on prairie dogs.

As white men settled the West, de-
stroyed the buffalo, and allowed their cat-
tle to overgraze the plains, the native tall
grasses were destroyed and replaced by
shorter varieties that the prairie dogs pre-
ferred, and their populations exploded.
They soon ran ked high on the ranchers’ list
of enemies, because they competed with
cattle for grass. Every possible means of
extermination was used, and with the
adoption of wide-scale poisoning, prairie
dog numbers were greatly reduced.

As prairie dogs dwindled, so did ferrets.
They have never been common — only
about 1,000 reported sightings since they
were first studied in 1851 - but when the
prairie dogs were numerous, there was
plenty of food and habitat for the ferret.
They seem to keep their own population
within the limits of their food supply,
rather than turning to a new source of food.
However, University of Wisconsin
zoologist Dr. Tim Clark, who is studying
the status of ferrets in Wyoming, reporta
that since the white-tailed prairie dogs of
western Wyoming hibernate, the ferretsin
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this area must find other prey jn winter,
often having to compete with gther pre-
dators. The black-tailed prajrje dogs of
South Dakota and eastern Wygming do not
hibernate, and so are a yearpound food
supply. The ferrets in thess greas have
specialized their feeding habits around
prairie dogs.

Besides losing their food supply, hlack-
footed ferrets were also the unigtended vie-
timz of the poisoning drive The poison
1080 is capable of killing an gnimal that
eats the poisoning victim, and remains
lethal for months. Predator misons and
1080 were banned in 1972 fom federal
lands, but can still be used o state and
private lands. Since that time prairie dog
populations seem to be incressing again,
buttheexact statu s of ferretsignot kmown.

Ferrets are frustratingly elusive and
hard to observie. They hunt af night, and
rarely come out in thedaylight. A good sign
of ferret activity i out holes in the
prairie dog town, with trenchesin the sof
earth made by the ferret's narresrbody
digs. Another sign is numerousplugged-up
holes, made by the prairie dogain abortive
attemnpts to trap the ferret, which can al-
ways dig its way out. Where a ferret is
present, the prairie dogs alsotend to be-
have nervously, taking flight more quickly
at an alarm. However, ferrets have
found in towns where none of these signs
were observed. Tracks and droppings are of
little aid in locating a ferret, a8 both are
almost indistingui-hable from those ofg
minks, which al sy on prairie dogs. '}

The ferret's elusiveness, whichserves as
protective behaviour in the wild, works
against its survival as rman continues to
battle the prairie dog. The poliey of the
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
inow the US. Fish and Wildlife Service),
when it carried out its control practices on
public land, was to avoid prairiedog towns
where ferrets were believed tolive. But it
wasimpossible to know for suré, as absence
of ferret sign does not mean absolute ab-
sence of ferrets.

Prairie dogs are a real problem for ran-
chers. John Davis, of the USFWS Office of
Endangered Species, points out that as
long as Americans will indulgetheir appe-
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ack-footed ferret is identifiable by its black mask, fe

Photo by Conrad Hillman and cou




d ferret?

tite for beef (200 Ibs. per person per year)
we must take ranchers’ needs into consid-
eration, and this may again involve some
control on federal lands leased for grazing.
Hesuggests that it is probably better to let
a government agency handle any poison-
ing that is done, to prevent abuses and to
check for ferret residents before a town is
poisoned. Use of the less lethal zinc phos-
phite, rather than 1080, should prevent
ferret deaths resulting from eating
poisoned prairie dogs.

Another potential problem is strip min-
ing of prairie dog acreage. One solution, if
ferrets are suspected in the doomed town,
would be to live-trap them and release
them in a national park or some other pro-
tected area. However, there is presently
little good ferret habitat (which must in-
clude prairie dog towns) in protected areas.

Several steps are being taken to protect
the ferrets. A recovery team consisting of
experts on endangered species from the
U.8. Burean of Land Management; the Na-
tional Audubon Society; the South Dakota
Dept. of Game, Fish, and Parks; the U. 5.
Forest Service, the National Park Service,
and headed by Dr. Raymond Linder of the
Fish & Wildlife Service, has been set upto
study the ferrets and make recommenda-
tions concerning critical habitat and man-

agement problems. The black-footed ferret is most active at night, and mosteasily observed then. Iis eyes appear

Captive breeding is a possibility, but High
when an animal is very rare, caution must bright green in a s <

be taken in using wild specimens for breed-

. ing experiments. Six ferrets were captured
in 1971 and sent to the Patuxent Wildlife

-~ Research Center in Maryland to start a : .
breeding program, but four died of is- - “The black-footed ferret with its brilliant markings of
temper, leaving only two males. Patuxent ; ", T
it s e Tete, but Aeviamio UM  black and shades of brown has the grace and beauty of a
the females failed to reproduce. Conrad " o - tin}r tiger as it Creeps t.hruugh the grass ofa prame-dog
Hillman, ferret expert with the FWS, re- o \ to ”
cently returned from Russia with 48 ' T
Siberian polecats, believed to be the closest ;
living relative of the black-footed ferret. ' :
These are now also at Patuxent, and will be _ ' 4 Faith MCNulty’ ﬁ'ﬂm
studied thoroughly before any massive figr . ol Must They Die? The Strange Case of the
hreeding sxperimenti-with: fyex yetn- 45 | Prairie Dog and the Black-Footed Ferret
selves are attempted.

Anyone who sees a black-footed ferret in

Wyoming isasked to write Dr. Clarkat Box
1330, Jackson, Wyo, 83001.
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Primitive dialog develops

Line Reference Target

Photo by Jack McLellan

Kaiparowits press conference forces confrontation

by Rob Thompson

WAHWEAP, ARIZ. — On January 10,
a well planned press conference sponsored
by the nation's foremost environmental or-
ganizations erupted into a rowdy confrom-
tation.

The eventwasdesigned to probethe need
and the impacts of the massive $3.5 billion
Kaiparowits power project. Representa-
tives of both local and national news media
converged at the Wahweap Lodge near
Page, Ariz., to examine the growing con-
troversy involving Kaiparowits and sev-
eral other large coal-fired power plants
within the scenic canyon country of south-
ern Utah.

Conference sponsors included Canyon
Country Council, Environmental Defense
Fund, Friends of the Earth, National Au-
dubon Society, National Parks and Con-
gervation Association, Sierra Club and
Wilderness Society.

An aerial tour of the plant site was fol-
lowed by lunch and informal discussions.
Then, as the mid-afternoon press confer-
ence began, a group of nearly 100 angry
southern Utahns came into the conference
room. :

As Sierra Club president Kent Gill de-
livered the keynote address he was en-
gulfed in jeers and catcalls from the pro-
Kaiparowits Utahns. Gill, a junior high

_ school teacher by profession, remained un-
flustered as he described the procession of
power plants across the Southwest.

“Let us know what it is we're sacrificing
if we accept the national sacrifice area con-
cept here in the Southwest. We are surely
sacrificing a Bryce Canyon for a Las Vegas
atrip, sacrificing a Canyon de Chelly for the
growth of a Los Angeles Basin, sacrificing
a way of life for export of electricity,” Gill
gaid.

Rob Thompson is an active conser-
vationist from Salt Lake City, Utah. After
experiencing the press conference de-
scribed in the article above, he told HCN:
“When viewed in perspective, the southern
Utshns with their economic troubles are
like a thirsty man who asks for a glass of
water, but instead is tossed in a swimming
pool. The multiplicity of problems created
by the solution is overwhelming.”

Meanwhile, Kent Gill introduced the 15
member panel which included: Jack O.
Horton, Assistant Interior Secretary;
David Brower, prezident of Friends of the
Earth; and representatives of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, Bureau of
Land Management, and the California
Energy Resources, Conservation and De-
velopment Commission; and authorities in
economics, botany, law, and air quality.
For a short timeé writer Edward Abbey sat
with the panel, but he left in search of his
eight-year-old daughter who was appar-
ently lost.

MISGUIDED YEARS

Beyond the windows of the conference
room lay the vast panorama of distant
mesas, lonely buttes and the pink desert
sand, and also the deep water of Lake Pow-
ell and the long thin layer of yellow-brown
amoke from the Navajo power plant.

Eloquently, David Brower spoke of the
"misguided years” when conservationists
accepted the damming of Glen Canyon to
save Echo Park from a dam, and when they
pushed nuclear and coal alternatives to
save the Grand Canyon from damming.
Hoping that through the mistakes of the
past we have learned about limits to
growth, Brower then observed “economic
growth as now practiced is a sophisticated
device for stealing from our children.”

"We have learned that there are asmany
ways tosave electricity as to use it, and the
one effective, immediate, and ethical solu-
tion to the energy crisis is not, as President
Ford would have it, strength through ex-
haustion, but energy conservation,”
Brower said.

Az Brower attempted to deseribe ways of
conserving energy, heckling from the pro-
testers grew intense. He had to pause and
ask those who did not agree with him to

allow him to finish his remarks. Thecateal-

ling continued.

Events prior to the January meeting had
probably caused the southern Utahns'
frustration and antagonism. Huge coal de-
posits under the Kaiparowits Plateau and
thecreation of Lake Powell at nearby Glen
Canyon fostered the first power plant prop-
osal in 1962. Through the '60s legal ar-
rangements were made for the water and

coal. Asenvironmental awareness grew, in
1971 the proposed plant site was moved
from Warm Creek, adjacent to Lake Pow-
ell, to a somewhat less visible site at
nearby Nipple Bench.

Then, in 1973 Secretary of Interior Ro-
gers C.B. Morton rejected permits to con-
struct the power plant, for environmental
reasons. "The scenic beauty of its rugged
Southwest landscape, coupled with the

clarity of the air in ti‘le vicinity, are na-

tional assets of major importance, worthy
of protection for the enjoyment of future
generations of Americans,” he said.

Six days after Morton's announcement,
Utah Gov. Calvin Rampton and the Utah
Congressional delegation met with the In-
terior Secretary urging that he reconsider
his deciszion.

Later that year the plant site was moved
again. This time to Fourmile Bench — 35
miles northwest of Lake Powell, but within
site of Bryce Canyon National Park.

A SEPARATE BATTLE

Meanwhile, on the east side of the
Kaiparowits Plateau, the southern Utah
regidents of Kane and Garfield Counties
were battling with environmentalists over
the proposed Trans-Escalante Highway.
Many local people thought the new high-
way would increase tourism. The Sierra
Club and Escalante Wilderness Committee
wanted wilderneas designation for the Es-
calante area.

Back at Fourmile Bench, optimism was
rekindled by the energy crigis. In the
spring of 1975 it seemed Kaiparowits wasa
sure thing. Local newspapers announced
the signing of a contract with Westing-
house for the plant's generators.

But while the Kane County Commis-
sioners were calculating how to spend the
£25 mil Hon in property tax the plant would
generate, economic troubles faced the
utilities. The Salt River Project dropped
out of the consortium. This left Southern
California Edison with a 40% interest, San

Diego Gas & Electric with 23.4%, and

Arizona Public Service with 18%. The re-
maining 18.6% power output is still un-
committed.

Last September the draft environmental
impact statement on Kaiparowits drew

heavy fire. Not only were environmen-
talists critical of the Fourmile Bench prop-
osal, but so were several federal agencies.
National Park Service Director Gary
Everhardt said, "Development of the
Kaiparowits plant as presently planned
will cause serious air quality degradation
in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
and Bryce Canyon National Park. Such de-
terioration is inimical to the purpose
which these were established by Congrig’

Environmental Protection Agency Reg-
iondl Administrator John A. Green said,
"EPA has serious environmental reserva-
tions concerning approval of this project at
either the Fourmile Bench or Nipple Bench
sites.”

December proved to be an especially dis-
couraging month for project supporters.
California, under pressure of a Sierra Club
petition, began to probe energy demand es-
timates. Southern California Edizon had
forecast a 47% increase in per capita
energy use by its customers between 1977
and 1985. San Diego Gas & Electric had
forecast nearly a 100% increase between
1974 and 1985. According to California Re-
sources Secretary Clair Dedrick, "The fore-
casts are out of line with proposed Califor-
nia conservation measures,”

These events, coupled with the an-
nouncement of new air quality studies by
the National Park Service, led to the De-
cember 31 announcement of a one-year
delay in the Kaiparowits Project. Southern
California Edison blamed "objections by
environmental groups and lengthy ap-
proval processes” for the setback. In re-
sponse to a question at the press confer-
ence, however, Brower predicted that
economics would stop Kaiparowits.

"BURN ENVIRONMENTALISTSE.

The demonstrators waved signs y
read: “Save 0il, Burn Environmentalists,”
*[Ttah for Kaiparowits,” “Nipple Bench or
Bust,” and "When you stop the world — get
of " Though the press conference remained
on the verge of chaos mostof the afternoon,
a somewhat primitive dialog developed.
Unemployment surfaced as a primary con-
cern of locals. Panelist Hank Hassell, one
southern Utahn who is also a Sierra Club

{Continued on page 11}
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Kaiparowits. . .

{Continued from page 10)

member, said that Kane and Garfield
Counties have only about 260 people who
are unemployed. The Kaiparowits plant
and underground mining complex would
employ 3,135 people during full operation.

At the urging of the press corps, Kent
Gill invited Kanab Building contractor
Gary Coxand Kane County Commissioner
Sterling Griffiths to speak on behalf of the
demonstrators.

"It's very difficult to raise a family on $3
to 35 an hour,” Cox said. "I challenge any-
one here tofind a more desolate area in the
whole world.”

Griffiths said that more jobs were
needed, not only for the unemployed, but
for former residents of the area who would
like to return ifemploymentwasavailable.
He said the developers had promised to es-
tablish training programs and hire as
many Utahns as possible.

When a New York Times reporter
asked what would happen if the consor-
tium failed to keep its promises, Griffiths
gaid, "We (the Kane County Commission-
ers) would deny them a building permit.”

Griffiths charged that environmen-
talists were “brainwashed” and insisted
that the benefits from power plant de-
velopment would more than offset any
damage to the environment. Aside from
jobs, benefits would include the upgrading
of education and services because of in-
creased property taxes.

As the stormy session drew to a close,
Jack O. Horton, Assistant Interior Secret-
ary for Land and Water Resources stated,
“The department has no position regarding
Kaiparowits at this time.” A decision on
the project is expected by April from In-
terior Secretary Thomas Kleppe.

——
energy news of the Rockies and Great Plains

——————————————————S———

PLAINSMEN FILE SUIT. The United
Plainsmen of North Dakota have filed suit
against the North Dakota Water Commis-
sion to prevent the commission from issu-
ing additional water permits for energy
development in the state. The Plainsmen,
an agricultural-environmental group,
asked for a permanent injunction until the
court receives certified copies of both a
short and a long term comprehensive plan
for use of water and related land resources.
The plan is to be.developed by the water
commission and the state engineer. The
water commission is now considering re-
quests for water for four gasification plants
and at least three electrical generating
plants. The water commission provoked
the Plainsmen by placing a short-term
moratorium on fature water permits which
did not include pending applications.

UNDERGROUND TAR SAND EX-
PERIMENT. Federal engineers are burn-
ing tar sands underground to produce oil
near Vernal, Utah. The experimental
Energy Research and Development Ad-
ministration project has produced only 50
barrels of oil after four weeks of burning. If
perfected, however, the process could help
reach large quantities of eil in tar sand
deposits too deep for commercial mining.

HEARINGS SLOW COLSTRIP. State
hearings have added a year to the timeta-
ble for completing two generating units at
Colstrip, Mont., according to Montana
Power Co. An engineer for the company
said that the five companies proposing Col-
strip Units 3 and 4 wouldn't have commit-
ted $20 million to the project if they had
received a negative response when they
first discussed their proposal with state of -
ficials in May 1973. Sixty-five days of hear-
ings have already been held, primarily on
air and water issues, and at least another
gix weeks or two months of hearings are
expected, according to a report in The Mis-
soulian. Potential witnesses number 132.

SOLAR DOLLARS MAKE JOBS. A
Montana state program providing grants
for research into solar, wind, and other
forms of alternative energy is resulting in
new, clean, small industries coming to the
state. Jerry Plunkett, director of the Mon-

tana Energy and MHD Research and De--

velopment Institute, Ine., says a dozen re-
search and development firms are consid-
ering moving to the state to take advan-
tage of the program, according to The Mis-
soulian. A state law sets aside 2%2% of the
coal tax for research into alternative, re-
newable energy projects. About $1.7 mill-
ion is expected to be available for the prog-
ram during the budget period ending June
30, 1977.
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NEW WYO. MINE-MILL.. A new 1,000
ton-per-day uranium mine-mill operation
is planned for Bear Creek, 65 miles north-
east of Casper, Wyo. Equal pastners in the
multi-million dollar venture are Rocky
Mountain Energy Co. and Mono Power Co.
The mill's entire production will be sent to
Southern California Edison Co. and San
Diego Gasand Electric Co. Themine will be

open pit.

UTAH POWER APPROVED.
Desulfurization equipment will not be re-
quired of Utah Power & Light Co. for its
three new power plant units in Emery
County, Utah. The Utah Air Conservation
Committee determined that flue gas desul-
furization was "not reasonable or practica-
ble,” aceording to a report in the Deseret
News. The units would meet national am-
bient air standards if they use low sulfur
coal, a Utah official said. But an Enviren-
mental Protection Agency air quality staff
member predicts the units may emit
enough pollutants to violate the non de-
gradation requirement of the Clean Air
Act. Across the border in Wyoming at
UUP&L’s Naughton plant, state officialasay
gulfur controls will be necessary to meet
Wyoming’s tough state standards. UP&L
has filed a lawsuit against the state seek-
ing judicial review of the standards.

energy news from across the country

ROYALTY RETURN RAISED. The U.S.

House passed the federal coal leasing bill

with two amendments sponsored by Rep.

Teno Roncalio (D-Wyo.) which are de-

signed to help his state and other energy
exporting states cope with impact. The bill

would increase royalties on all federal min-

ing to 12.5% and return 50% of that to the

states where the mineral is produced. A
portion of the money could be used by the
statesfor impact aid. The restis earmarked

for schools and reads. “Wyoming is willing
to do its share to help the nation solve its
energy problems,” Roncalio told the House.
But the nation must do its share to help
Wyoming meet the impact, he said. The
administration wanted to drop the royalty
to five percent. A conference committee of
House and Senate members will prepare
the bill for the President.

PROTECTING THE PIPELINE.

usands of military men are fighting a
Jack Frost '76" war game in defense of the

$6.3 billion trans-Alaska pipeline. Field of-
ficers insist the game is aimed primarily at
training troups for arctic warfare, but a
key objective is a hypothetical defense of
the pipeline being built, according to the
Associated Press. The US. will thus be
prepared for either foreign or inner subver-
give "Monkey Wrench Gangs" who might
threaten the nation’s oil-carrying
“lifeline. 5z

Conservation News.
N TBULE

GRASSLANDS STRIPPABLE. An
amendment which implies that strip min-
ing could take place in Wyoming's Na-
tional Grasslands, which are administered
by the U.S. Forest Service, has passed as
part of the House version of the coalleasing
bill. The amendment also asks state gover-
nors to watchdog decisions to mine these
faderal lands. The amendment states that
the governor of a state in which strip min-
ing is to take place on any part of the na-
tional forest system must be notified and
given 60 days to respond. If the governor
objects to the stripping, the federal gov-
ernment will wait while the governor pre-
pares his case. Atthe end of gix months, the
Secretary of Interior shall reconsider his
original decision, the amendment says.

HECHLER SUPPORTS PARKS. Rep.
Ken Hechler (D-W.Va.) successfully added
an amendment to the House federal coal
leasing bill which specifies that coal min-
ing will not be allowed in any area of the
National Park System, the National Wild-
life Refuge System, the National Wilder-
ness System, the National System of
Trails, and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem, including study rivers. Although In-
terior has indicated no plans to lease these
areas, former Asst. Interior Secretary Jack
Carlson recently criticized withdrawing
them from mining. (See HCN, 1-16-76)
Hechler's amendment was prompted by
Carlson's speech. Another House commit-
tee is preparing a more comprehensive bill
protecting the areas. The bill passed the
House Jan. 21; the Senate has not yet acted
on it.

PILOT LIGHTS STEAL GAS, Upto 50%
of all natural gas sold in the U.S. for cook-
ing stoves is wasted each year by pilot
lights, according to a New York State Pub-
lic Service Commission report quoted in

would come from ERDA.

could egual between
opened near the plant would

the project,

region.

TEXACO ANNOUNCES GASIFICATION PLANT

Four year s of speculation ended for Powder River Basin, Wyo., residents
this week when Texaco, Inc, announced its plans for a demonstration
gasification plant near Lake DeSmet. Texaco had purchased water rightsat
the reservoir in 1973 — enough to supply a major industry of some kind —
but had not revealed its intentions until now. The plantis contingent upon
Congressional funding and upon its selection by the Energy Research and
Development Administration (ERDA). The capital investment for the plant
could be about $230 million, according to Texaco, and half of the money

The other three firms participating in the venture are Montana-Dakota
Utilities Co., Pacific Gas and Electric Co., and Natural Gas Pipeline Co. of
America, which is a subsidiary of Peoples Gas Co. The construction force
1,500 and 2,000 workers. A coal mine that would be
require a work force of approximately B0

e.

The Powder River Basin Resource Council has gone on record opposing
saying it would bring 5,000 people into the area, because of
associated service positions, and 4,000 of them would leave after the plantis
built. The council has taken a strong position advocating exporting coal to
where it would be used for electricity rather than converting it in the
Photo, looking west over Lake DeSmet, by Tom Bell.
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Region’s legislators tackle conservation problems

by Glen Dodge

A hundred years agn, an Eastern writer
said, "The mineral resources of Colorado
exist in the imagination. The agricultural
resources do not exist at all.”

Gov. Dick Lamm, in his Colorado-
centennial “State of the State” message,
pointed out that a gold rush, an agricul-
tural rush, a recreation rush, and now a
rush on Colorado’s other natural remurces
all indicate that those cbeervations were
somewhat less than accurate. He asked the
legislature to limit the state’s industrial
growth; to impose higher taxes on those
who dig up its minerals; and to encourage
the residents to conserve what they have
left.

In Idaho, Gov. Cecil D. Andrus said that
Idaho's residents "would not sacrifice our
natural resources for mindless economic
development. . . .They are concerned about
new sources of energy and that new energy
sources be non-polluting.”

Like Lamm’s, Andrus’ proposals guaran-
teed that legislators will spend a major
part of the present sessions arguing over
energy policy, natural resources, and en-
vironmental protection. Idaho and Col-
orado are the major fronts where environ-
mental battles will be fought in state legis-
latures of the Northern Rockies during the
present sessions. Lesser skirmishes are
shaping up in Wyoming,

Here is a state-by-state look at legisla-
tive proposals for the area:

COLORADO

The chief environmental measures deal
with reclaiming land damaged by mining,
plantsiting, and a severance tax on miner-
als. |

While Lamm did not set a specific figure
for the severance tax, he did ask that it be
applied to gross rather than net income
from mineral sales. Democrats in the
House already have submitted a bill that
would levy a four per cent tax on gross
sales, to apply only to the largest coal and
metallic mines. However, only those oil
and gas wells that produce less than 10
barrels a day — about five per cent of the
state's producers — would be exempted.
{Montana, with the highest coal tax in the
region, has a 30% severance tax on most
coal at its selling price, in addition to a 5%
"gross proceeds” tax.)

Colorado Republicans generally support
aseverance tax, but argue that it should be
applied to net income, not gross. Lamm's
proposal was to apply the tax on gross
sales, and to funnel partof therevenue into
a “special fund to help communities in oil
shale, coal, and mineral areas pay some of
the costs associated with the expansion in

For information on environmental
legislation in Colorado, contact:

Colorade ©pen Space Council, 1325
Delaware Street, Denver, Colo.,
80204. Phone: (303) 573-9241,

these industries.”

The Democrats’ bill did not include a
provision to return money to the com-
munities, but Rep. Paul Brown (D-Grand
Junction) has prepared an amendment to
do s0, and several influential Republicans
said such a provision was necessary to win
their support of any severance tax meas-
ure.

R.H. Prewiit Jr., president of the Inde-
pendent Petroleum Association of the
Mountain States, said, "Colorade’s interest
will not be attended to, nor its revenues
increased, if we are forced toshut wells and

do all our drilling in other states. . . There
is no way we can continue to survive the
uncertain, unstable and unconcerned polit-
ical environment we have been experienc-
ing of late. . . .Independents may well end
up on the endangered species list.”

The first item on Lamm’s legidlative list
was a plant siting bill that "would consist
of a permit system for any major new coal
or gas power plant, for any nuclear or
uranium enrichment plant, and for any
Facility involving coal gasification, oil
shale, or geothermal power.” That, essen-
tially, would give the state a say about
where power companies put their generat-
ing and transmitting facilities, and

PLANNING. Margie Boylan, staff
member of the Idaho Conservation
League. Land use planning is the
group’s top priority for this legisla-
tive session.

whether such facilities were needed at all.
Montana and Wyoming already have sit-
ing acts,

A measure that already has created con-
troversy in the legislature is the mining
reclamation bill. Colorado's present law
covers reclamation of surface land dis-
turbed by coal, sand, gravel, and limestone
operations. A bill introduced by Rep.
Chuck Howe (D-Boulder} would for the
first time cover all surface mining opera-
tions — including metals, oil shale,
uranium, molybdenum, and prospecting —
and surface effects of underground mining.

Lamm said he wanted mining sites to be
“fully reclaimed after mineral extraction.”
The Colorado Open Space Council (COSC),
an environmental organization, submitted
16 amendments to Howe's bill, proposing
greater state control over mining and more
environmental protection. The CF&I Steel
Co. of Pueblo offered 11 amendments, ask-
ing that the bill be limited to surface min-
ing and that the Reclamation Board be de-
nied the authority to forbid mining on
specific lands.

Harris Sherman, director of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, has proposed
also covering off-site milling operations.
As the bill is written, it applies to milling
operations at the mine, but not those in
other locations. Sherman says milling may
disturb more surface land than associated
mining.

The governor also called for: mandatory
deposits on cans and bottles so they could
be recycled; the creation of a recycling dis-
trict in the Denver metropolitan area;
grants and tax incentives for people to in-
sulate their homes; the development of
codes to ensure that new buildings meet
conservation standards; and a program to
insulate all state buildings.

In addition, Lamm asked the legislature
to appointa "solar and energy conservation
coordinator” and to forbid the erection of

buildings that would block the sun's rays
from a home that had solar heating.

IDAHO

Last year, the Idaho legislature passed a
land-use bill that, according to Andrus,
"simply requires local authorities to plan
for the future.” This year, Andrus submit-
ted three more land use bills. One would let
local governments set up their own defini-
tions of subdivisions; another would re-
quire land use planning for projects that

would affect a reglon, rather than just a.

locality; and the third would provide state
finances and advice to local governments
who ask for them.

The additional bills are necessary, An-
drus said, "to encourage and expand
agriculture’s role in ldaho’s economy; to
prevent encroachment on agricultural
land; and toprotect and conserve ourfertile
goil. . . .Those who seek to repeal (the exist-
ing) law are either misinformed or are de-
liberately trying to mislead the public.”

The Idaho Conservation League (ICL)
lists land use planning as its top lobbying
priority for thissession. [twants a land-use
law that will allow theresidents of a city or
county who are affected by a development
in an adjacent city or county to petition for
hearings. It also wants to tighten the defin-
ition of subdivisions so that five-acre "ran-
chettes” now exempt would be included in
the land-use law. The leniency of the pres-
ent law, says ICL's lobbyist Jeff Fereday,
"has led to costly sprawl developments on
agricultural lands.”

Another issue in this session is
minimum stream flow. For several vears,
the legislature has considered and rejected
proposals which require that enough water
be left in streams to maintain fish and
wildlife. Such legislation could also ensure
sufficient flows through dams to produce

For information on environmental
legislation in Idaho, contact:

Idaho Conservation League, Box
844, Boise, Idaho, 83701. Phone: (208)
345-6933.

hydroelectric power, ICL says.

A survey by the Associated Press (AP)
showed that 41% of the legislators favor
minimum stream flow legislation, 39% op-
pose it, and the rest are undecided. An in-
terim legislative committee has recom-
mended that such legislation be enacted for

LOOKING AT COAL LAWS. Wyom-
ing Sen. John Turner (R.-No. Lincoln,
Sublette, and Teton) suspects the
state’s 18-year-old coal leasing laws
need revision. Wyoming has leased
over a million acres for coal. That's
six times the acreage under federal
lease for coal.

streams in North Idaho. The committee
members exempted South Idaho because
much of the Snake River's water isused for
agriculture, said Rep. Vard Chatburn

(R-Albion), chairman of the committee. ‘

"I don’t want to show my grandchildren
the Snake River bed,” replied Rep. Ralph
Wheeler, R-American Falls.

SBome legislators oppose minimum
stream flow because they feel it would take
away some existing water rights. Fereday
says the ICL favors the legislation pro-
vided it “does not interfere with prior
rights, but treats water as the limited re-
source it is." Min imum stream flow legisla-
tion, said Andrus, "is not just some
environmentalist's dream, but a genuine
necessity.”

COST OF POLLUTING TO RISE?

Andrus also asked that the fines for air
and water polluters be increased to a max-
imum of $1,000 per day. Last year, the
Idaho Association of Commerce and Indus-
try (IACI) supported stiff penalties so that
the state could assume from the federal
Environmental Protection Agency author-
ity over waste water discharge permits.

This year, says Leo Bodine, president of
the IACI, the organization may try to

—abolish the Health and Welfare
Department’s division of environment,
which enforces the antipollution laws
That iz becanse industry presently must
answer both to the state and federal gov-
ernments, Bodine says.

Andrus made no mention of a plant sit-
ing bill — a measure that is one of the ICL's
top priorities; it is opposed by IACL It is
likely that such a measure will be intro-
duced; it is also likely that it won't get far
since the AP survey found 65% of the le gi-.'
lators to be against it.

Rep. Beverly Bistline (D-Pocatello) savs
she will introduce a bottle bill similar to
the one proposed in Colorado. The ICL,
says Fereday, believes such a measure is
necessary. Beverage dealers say it would
create unnecessary expenses.

As in Colorado, Andrus proposed tax de-
ductions for home insulation. But he went
further and asked that those who use solar
or geothermal energy toheat and cool their
homes be exempted from property taxes on
the devices. The state, he said, may use
geothermal energy for buildings in the
Capitol Mall, and it was looking into the
possibility of using solar or geothermal
energy for office buildings to be con-
structed in Lewiston, Idaho Falls, or
Pocatello,

WYOMING

The Wyoming legislature this year holds
only a 20-day budget session, and is prohi-
bited from considering non-budget billsun-
less two-thirds of the members of either
housze want to consider them.

The Governor's Committee on Capital
Improvements for Higher Education has
suggested that an export tax be levied on
electric power generated in Wyoming
which iz used in other states. It also has
recommended an increase in the severancg
tax on coal, trona, and uranium.

The Powder River Basin Resources®
Council (PRBRC) and the Wyoming Out-
door Council (WOC) are trying to raise
§6,930 for lobbying in favor of another type
of export law. John Enger, president of the
Wyoming Outdoor Council (WOC), wants
an export policy act that would permit a
plantto be builtonly if a company can show

{Continued on page 14}
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SNOWMOBILE BAN CRITICIZED

Snowmobilers armed with 1,121 signatures on petitions met with Glacier
National Park superintendent Phillip R. Iversen to protest closure of the
park to their machines, according to the HUNGRY HORSE NEWS. The
group said cross-country skiers may also adversely affect wildlife "and to
be fair they should be banned as well.” Iversen told the snowmobilers he
would reconsider the ban for next winter, but the policy stood fastfor now.
He reported that a researcher was looking into the impact of skiers in the
park. Meanwhile, the snowmobilers are working closely with the adjacent
Flathead National Forest where an environmental impact statement is
being prepared on snowmobile usein the forest, according to the HUNGRY
HORSE NEWS.

A~ Western Roundtp

® Mont. subdividers brought to standstill

The business of subdividing land for development is almoet at a standstill in Gallatin
County, Mont., according to the Billings Gazette. Two years ago, developers were
splitting up to 5,000 acres a month into small tracts. Tougher subdivision laws and a
downturn in the economy have brought the halt, planners say.

Pollution forces Kennecott closure

Air stagnation in the Salt Lake City area forced Kennecott Copper Corp. to shut down
its giant Magna smelter on Jan. 22. Pollution levels for sulfur dioxide were the highest
ever recarded in Utah at the smelter site around the time of the shutdown. Kennecott
was back in partial operation by Jan. 24 asthe weather cleared. Total dollar loss due to
the shutdown was estimated at over $1 million. Kennecott air samplers registered the
pollution before the state did. The state’s warning system is based on 24-hour average
concentrations.

PUPFISH IN COURT
The U.S. Supreme Court has
been asked to rule if one of the
world’s rarest fish has a legal right
to exist. The Devil's Hole pupfish is
found in only one pool in Death
V alley and the pool is slowly being
drawn down by wells pumping
near the refuge. Until the pumping
gtarted in 1968, the number of re-
maining pupfish was about 700 —
but now there are only 294 left. The
federal government obtained an
injunction on the pumping and
won in lower court. Now the well
owner, Francis Cappaert, backed
by several western states, is asking
that the order be overturned. In
1952 President Harry 5. Truman
established the pool as a national
monument under the Antiguities
Act. Cappaert’s attorney says a
fish does not qualify as an anti-
guity.
Photo of pupfish copyrighted by
Ann and Myron Sutton. Printed in
HCN with permission.

Gov. Lamm supports wild Dolores

Public comment is now being accepted on a proposal to designate the Dolores River in
Colorado as a federal wild and scenicriver. Aninteragencystudy team which drewupa
draft envirenmental impact statementon the proposal is recommending that 105 miles
of the Dolores be protected. Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm is backing 140 miles of river
protection — including a section of the West Dolorea

Conservation groups are calling for protection of the entire 250 miles of river system.
They oppose the river segment approach taken by the federal and state government.
*Wa feel that river systems and their ecotones do not stop and start at.state or other
political lines. A river is a unit and should be studied as such,” say the groups.

Many local businessmen and residents are calling for no wild river because they fear
loss of property rights. They also fear wild river status will jeopardize the proposed
McPhee Dam. State and federal of ficials have assured the residents that protecting the
river as proposed will notharm private property or chances for getting the dam built.

The conservation groups are taking a hands-off policy on the dam. While they’ve
included the dam site in their river proposal they say: "“Support for wild and scenie river
protection for the Doloresdoes notconstitute opposition to the proposed McPhee Dam....
Conservationistsmaintain that the proposed project and wild and scenic river designa-
tion can be compatible.”

Comments are due Feb. 17. Send comments-or requests for more information to: Don
Bock, Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Mid-Continent Region, P.0. Box 25387, Denver
Federal Centeér, Lakewood, Colo. B0225. Also refer to High Country News Sept. 26,
1975, page 8 for more information.

Game & Fish oppose Teton expansion

The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission has voiced its unanimous opposition to
any further expansion of Grand Teton National Park boundaries. With more than 16%
of Teton County, Wyo., currently administered by the National Park Service and only
one per cent in private ownership, the Commission said, “Enough isenough! We cannot
endorse further encroachment. . . ." The Commission said, "Park Service philosophies
are preservation-oriented. .. Jthasbeen our experience that . . . (park) contral has mare
often meant restricting recreational opportunities, especially as regards hunting and
fishing.” Park superintendent Robert Kerr has extended the Teton boundary study for
another six mon ths because of the degree of public interest. The study is now scheduled
to be complete in October.

Town of Obsidian faces condemnation

The Sawtooth Mational Recreation Area in central Idaho is seeking to condemn the
tiny town of Obsidian and other "noncomforming land uses” in the area. A group of
landowners in Obsidian have filed suit challenging the SNRA's right to force them to
sell out and are seeking an injunction on condemnation proceedings. The SRNA has
been trying to get landowners to agree to sell or exchange their property, but some
residents don’t want to move. After the SNRA was set up in 1972, Obsidian was zoned
"agricultural” to maintain scenic values.

Road ul_low'ed through Bighorn Canyon

Boosters of the proposed Transpark road through Bighorn Canyon National Recrea-
tion Area in Wyoming and Montana won a major court victory last week. Two environ-
mental groups asked U S. District Court Judge James F. Battin to issue a permanent
injunction on road construction, but instead Battin lifted the existing temporary in-
junection thus allowing construction to begin. The — the Montana Wilderness
‘Association and the Montana Wildlife Federation — also asked Judge Battin to rule
that the environmental impact statement on the first 9.6 mile segment of highway was
inadequate. Again, Battin disagreed with the conservationists. The Transpark road
would cut through scenic land which is valuable for its archeological sites. Conser-
vationists fear the road could destroy these values.

Alaska wolf extermination ban sought

The Alaska Board of Game is conducting wolf and moose predator-prey studies by
killing off all the wolves in some game units and only part of the wolves in others. A
coalition of conservative groups led by Defenders of Wildlife views this research as
"clandestine and illegal” wolf slaughter. The coalition has filed suit to block the
continuation of the aerial wolf hunt on public lands.

Overhunting, hard winters, and wolves have reduced certain Alaska moose herds,
game commissioner James W. Brooks told the Washington Star. The wolfkill is tosee
what happens when there are no wolves to hunt the moose. Initially the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service was participating in the experiment, but when the conservation
organizations threatened to sue for lack of an environmen tal impact statement, federal
support was withdrawn. Defenders of Wildlife, in a letter to Alaska Gov. Jay 8.
Hammond, said, “Thewol fecannot be considered the culpritin the decrease of the moose;
in fact, he should be considered part of the solution, left alone to carry out his purpose in
the wild. . . The wolf must not be viewed as a competitor of man, but asa componentof
all nature.” This is the second year that Alaska has attempted to initiate a wolf control
program. Last year's proposal was stopped when Defenders and other groups filed a
lawsuit. 2
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LOSING
GROUND

JOFIN G.
MITCHIELL

by J ohn G. Mitchell, Sierra Club Books,
San Francisco, 1975. 88,95, hard cover,
227 pages.

Review by Peter Wild

Most people have heard about Reserve
Mining. The company processes iron ore
near Silver Bay, Minn., and dumps the
waste into Lake Superior. Among other
things, the offal contains asbestos fibers —
fibers which a number of reputable scien-
tists believe can cause cancer. Besides
being a free domping ground for Reserve,
Lake Superior is the water supply for cities
along its shores. Though litigation began
in 1972, Reserve is still dumping.

What people may not understand is how,
in a supposedly free society, one company
can subject hundreds of thousands of
human beings to the possibility of death by
cancer. At least part of the answer, in this
and hundreds of similar cases, lies in the
romance between big business and gov-
ernment. As is true of love affairs, a good
portion of the activity takes place in the
dark, out of public view. Granted, right in
the open a team from the Environmental
Protection Agency pressed Reserve for re-
form even before the court battle com-
menced. It pressed too hard. Reserve Min-
ing is part of a consortium with Armen and
Republic Steel. Its friends in the White
House saw the EPA team as the leader in
an "eco-freak conspiracy.”

To resist the environmental impulses of
the EPA, the commerce secretary and
Nixon fund-raiser, Maurice Stans, estab-
lished the National Industrial Pollution
Advisory Council. To it Stans appointed
Willis Boyer of Republic and William Ver-
ity of Armeo. In addition, Reserve boasted
other powerful allies in Washington,
namely Peter Flanigan and Charles W.
Colson, who had turned their share of
tricks for favored corporations in the past
and who later would become famous in the
Watergate affair. Ty

I'm 1o glutton for punishment. If Losing
Ground were merely arailing catalogue of
the sing against the environment that
seem to be sucking the nation toward the
apocalypse, I'd toss it over on the pile with
scores of other books published each year
that document a similar fate. As.accurate
and readable as they may be, my head can
take just so much. However, Losing
Ground is unique among its kind, because
the author brings to his expert journalism
a personal fire and intimacy, a poetic rich-
ness to the situations discussed.

John G. Mitchell is a man who's been

around. Past editor-in-chief of Sierra Club -

Booksy writer  forwdAuadubon. and
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Newsweek, he's worked with an
environmentalist's eye in such varied
places as Southern California, Staten Is-
land, Minnesota, and Gallup, N.M. Much of
the book results from a recent tour on
which he revisited his former haunts. He
explains the hard facts, the how’s and
why's of the ecological changes that took
place in hisabsence. On a journalistic level
he does a supreme job of guiding the reader
through such complexities as the politica,
finances, and water wastage that are mak-
ing King County, Calif., one of the richest
agricultural regions in the nation. Its suc-
cess, however, may well turn the area into
a desert for the children of those presently
reaping the profifs. Right now, "The illu-
aion of abundance is everywhere,” Mitchell
comments, standing in the middle of bright
green expanses of alfalfa, sugarbeets, and
wheat.

There are several flies in the ointment.
Boosters of King County are meeting the
challenge of plummeting water tables by
drilling deeper wells and demanding water
from other counties. In addition, the water
they have is laden with salts which form a
erust of sterile alkali in the soil. The pres-
ent trick is to dump more sal ty water on the
fields, in order to keep the alkali layer
flushed down to a level beneath therootsof
crops. Unfortunately, the more water used,
the faster the salts accumulate in the
ground. It's a game which this generation
might win; future generations will lose it
for sure.

Beyond the facts, however, Mitchell's
greatest talent lies in his focus on what
short-sighted approaches are doing to the
apirits of the people who must live with
them. In population, Gallup ranks
eleventh of New Mexico's cities. One of its
recent public accomplishments is a new
jail, the largest in the state. Financially,
Navajos from their nearby reservation
provide the city’s lifeblood. On weekends
they flood mto town to spend their money.
They get drunk in large numbers. Over the

years there has been some talk in Gallup
about starting a rehabilitation center for
alcoholics. The jail solution was simpler.
On a cold Saturday night Mitchell takesus
along in a Ford van with Yazzie, a Navajo
police sergeant, whose task is to deliver
load after load of those sprawled in the
streets to the jail, where they are released
the next morning. In attitude, Gallup's
handling of the problem is not much differ-
ent than that of King County's.

Or Mitchell shows us Staten Island,
where he once lived, alast natural refuge of
fields and woods in the New York City
area. He introduces us to Herbert Gericke,
an organic farmer. For years Gericke has
fought subdivisions of ticky-tacky houses,
freeways, and pollution that blighted his
crops. Now part of his farm is within the
Absolute Kill Zone surrounding nearby
storage tanks of liguefied natural gas.
That’s the zone, ". . . where everything goes
poof if one of the tanks blows up.” Two
years ago a tank farm some miles away
from Gericke's organic farm exploded, kil-
ling 40 workmen. Gericke is 80; he's tired
of fighting.

Jackboots and midnight raids, as frigh-
tening and asdramaticasthey might be, do
not form the essence of totalitarian rule.
Lack of choice does. Mitchell is suggesting
that our brand of technological, laissez-
faire totalitarianism may be worse than
what we are used to booing self-righteous y
in the movies. We and our environmentare
being maimed and killed slowly by asbes-
tos fibers and sulfur dioxides and oil pollu-
tion, rather than by the quick dispatch of
bullets and ecrematoriums. Mitchell urges
us to be realistic. The worsening mess was
created by the public’s willingness to swal-
low pablum. In our time, cynicism, con-
stant questioning, and defiance are the
positive values of survival. It sounds, come
to think of it, pretty much like
Washington's advice about liberty and vig-
ilance.

Lesser skirmishes in Wyoming . . .

{Continued from page 12}

it is needed to meet in-state energy de-
mands, or if it can demonstrate that the
environmental impact of building the
plant where the energy is needed would be
greater than building the plant in Wyom-
ing.

In another measure favored by the con-
servation lobbies, coal-fired electric power
plants would be taxed on a percentage of
the value of the power the plants produce.
Inereasing the costs of generating power in
Wyoming might encourage utilities to
burn coal near power load centers rather
than near mines. This tax, which would hit
Wyoming and out-of-state consumers
alike, avoids problems posed by the
governor's committee proposal, conser-
vationists say. The comnmittee’'s tax, like a
tax currently under attack in New Mexico,
would discriminate between in-state and
out-of-state consumers. WOC is against
hiking oil and gas severance taxes, but
favors an increase in the present 10.5% tax
on ¢oal. . :

Sen. John Turner (R-No. Lincoln, Sub-
lette, and Teton) has asked the Interim
Committee on Mines & Minerals toinitiate
a study of laws governing coal leases in the
state. The laws have not been revised in 18
years. Among thechanges needed maybea
reassessment of rental and royalty rates,
Turner says. Wyoming has over a million
acres under state coal leases, almost six
times the acreage under federal coal leases
in the state.

OTHER STATES
The New Mexico legislature lastspring

imposed a tax on electric power generated
in that state and shipped to other states.
That tax is costing Arizona utility custom-
ers about $3.4 million a year. Utilities in
Arizona have filed suit to block the tax, and
US. Rep. John J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) has in-
troduced a federal bill to nullify it.

In Utah, a proposal has been introduced
to increase fees of hunting and fishing
licenses by $1, and channel the income to
predator control programs.

The legislature does not meet in Mon-
tana this year.

For information on environmental
legislation in Wyoming, contact:

Wyoming Outdoor Council, ¢b John
Enger, Rte. 2, 944 Shoshone, Powell,
Wyo. 82435, Phone: (307) 7544576 or
Powder River Bazin Resource Couneil,
150 W. Brundage St., Sheridan, Wyo.
82801. Phone: (307) 672-5809.
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LOONEY LIMERICKS

by Zane E. Cology

If your grandchildren someday would care
To visit the desert, so rare —

They might peek at the scene

Betwixt and between
All the power plants being built there.

WATER FOR INDUSTRY

Hearings on a proposed reservoir which
could provide water for major coal de-
velopment projects in Wyoming will be
held in February. Comments on the
document describing the project, "Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Proposed Reservoir on the Middle Fork of
the Powder River,” are due March 10. Ap-
proximately half (25,000 acre feet) of the
water to be stored is controlled by Carter
0il Co., a subsidiary of Exxon, and by At-
lantic Richfield Company. Both corpora-
tions have large coal leases in the Powder
River Basin, but have no "firm plans” for
the water vet. The reservoir site is 12 miles
west of Kaycee, Wyo. Hearings will be in
Buffalo, Wyo., Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. in the
Catholic Recreation Hall and in Casper,
Wyo., Feb. 26 at 7 p.m. in the Natrona
County Library. For a copy of the state-
ment write District Manager, Bureau of
Land Management, P.0O. Box 2834, Casper,
Wyo. 82602,

SUN SIGN ALMANAC
An almanac containing “cosmic and
planetary” information has been published
in Montana which includes a comprehen-
sive section on energy. Included in the sec-
tion are topics such as how we waste our

finite energy resources, what "net energy™"

means, the problems of nuclear radioactiv-
ity, and a report on renewable, clean
energy resources. The almanac also in-
cludes poems, charts of cosmic cycles, and
information on gardening by the moon. It
can be ordered from Elizabeth and Wilbur

Jood at Box 12, Roundup, Mont. 59072 for
$3.60 postpaid.

PRONGHORN WORKSHOP

The Seventh Biennial Pronghorn An-
telope Workshop will be held at the Blue
Lakes Inn in Twin Falls, Idahe, from Feb.
24 to 26. The program involves technical
papers on pronghorn research and man-
agement. For more information contact
Robert Autenrieth, Workshop Chairman,
Idaho Fish and Game Department, P.O.
Box 25, 600 South Walnut St., Boise, [daho

iy L COAL STRATEGY

The Coalition Against Strip Mining is
holding astrategy meeting in Washington,
D.C., Feb. 7-9. People working on coal is-
sues in 30 states are expected to attend, to
decide how to push for enactment of a
strong strip mining bill in the 84th Con-
gress. For more information write the coal-
ition at 324 C. St., 8.E., Washington, D.C.
20003.

LAND STATUS MAP

The Wyoming Bureau of Land Manage-
ment has prepared a land status map for
the state depicting federal, state, and pri-
vate land ownership. The map also sho
BLM district boundaries and major topog:
raphical features. The map is available for
$4 from any BLM office in the state.

TETON BOUNDARY MEETING

Another public meeting on proposed
boundary extensions of Grand Teton Na-
tional Park has been set for Feb. 2 at 7:30
p.m. in the basement of the Teton County
Court House in Jackson, Wyo. The meeting
will be used to update the public on the
status of the study

=
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Tell us where to go

Jan. 30, 1976 — High Country News-15

HCN Survey and Reader Profile

erhaps you'd like to help us make our New Year's
Resolutions.
To help usdoabetterjob of serving you, we would like
for you to answer the following questions.
We've included some questions aboutyou, too, 1o help
direct our content and advertising.

Where did you receive your current copy of HCN?
Subscription  Mewsstand Friend HCN
Mail-out Other

How long do you keep your copies of the, paper? —

How many people read your copy of HCN?

Do you mind HCN carrying advertising? (This one
might cost me my job!) Yes, | mind. No it
doesn't bother me.

Name several stories that interested you that appeared
in HCN this past year.

Please circle one of the following evaluations or pro-
vide your own.

1. yes 2. no 3. no opinion

Do you find the layout of the paper
1. easy to follow
2. confusing sometimes
3. hard to follow, send a map.

How do you rate HCN? In the past year HCN has:
1. improved
2. stayed the same
3. slumped
4. become a front for the oil companies.

Additional comments arewelcome. Please include
your suggestions for stories, leads, hot tips. . .

Cartoons by Rob Pudim and Paul Danish
“Thoughts from the Distaff Corner’’ by Marge Higley:

“HCN letters'': the readers speak out.

Centerspreads; usually two pages on natural history,

Do you think our reporting is accurate? 1 2 3
Would you find a cumulative index of HCN helpful? Is the reporting fair and objective? 1t AR
Vis No Is the reporting lively and interesting? -1 2 3
Are the stories developed enough to
provide informed reading? ot AL e
Department ratings:
ﬁ Listed below are some of our regular departments and
some of the subject areas we cover. Would you like to;
1, see more: 2. see less; 3. see the same; 4. see discon-
tinued, all or part of the following list? please circle
your selection,
1 2 3 4 Practical guides such as the home insulation series 1 2 3 4 Energy reporting
1 2 3 4 “Dear Friends": HCN messages to you, the reader 1 2 3 4
1 » 3 4 “BulletinBoard":calendarof events, things to write for Jorisad 3 4
1 2 3 4 Articles on land use grandma iconoclast
1 2 3 4 Personality profiles 1 2 3 4 -
1 2 3 4 Art work “High Country’" by Tom.Bell
1 2 3 4 Poetry 1 2 3 4 a. environmentalist columns
1 2 3 4 Wilderness use: hunting, camping, boating, hiking 1 2 3 4 b. religious columns
1 2 3 4  Natural history R 7 4 HCHN editorials
CalE s Agricultural reporting 1 2 3 4 Guest editorials
2 3 4 Social problems 1 o 3 4
i 2 3 4 “Reckoning":D.C.standings and stratagems plants, animals, wilderness
2 3 4 Book reviews

e & rural area

The reader’s profile

We want to get to know you better. Developing this
reader profile should give us a better und erstanding of
our readers. (It should help usproducea pleasing pro-
duct and maybe entice a few advertisers, too.) Take a
few minutes, please, and answer the following ques-
tions about yourself. Ifa question seems too personal,
skip it

Do you live in the Rocky Mountain Region?
: Yes No
(AZ, CO, ID, MT, ND, NM, SD, UT, WY)

If so, how long have you lived in the region?
Less than 5 years

5-15 years

More than 15 years

A lifetime

Do you plan to stay in the region?
——No ———Yes

Do you live in a city or town
2

How many years of formal education do you have?

What is your occupation?

Do you have children? Please check their age group.
1-5 6-12 13-19 19-

How many books did you read last year?

How did you decide to buy your last major outdoor
equipment purchase?

1. Friends told me about it.

2. reading equipment comparisons in trade journals.

3. the store where | bought it sold me on it.

4. mail order or bought it directfrom the manufacturer.

From the following list of activities, check those you
like to do:

Hunting———— ———HRock climbing
Fishing—— ————Sailing
Photography——— ——Handicrafts
Bicycling———— ——Gardening
Canoeing ————Bird watching
Skiing—— ————Astronomy
Hiking———o ——FElectronics
Other

Do you write letters to your Congressmen about mat-
ters that concern you? ———Yes ————No

Are you registered as a —— Republican;
— — Democrat; ———Independent

Other than voting, are you active in politics?
Yes No

Are you interested in applying energy conservation
ideas to your own home or place of work?
No Yes

Do you belong to any conservation groups?

Do you attend their meetings? ——— Do you take an
active part in their activities? Yes ————NoO

Do your local state newspapers adequately cover en-
vironmental issues in your area?
———No Yes

Are you interested in using solar, wind or methane
power in your home or business?
No Yes

What periodicals on the following listdo you read regu-
larly (besides HCN, that isl): Denver Post———,
Rocky Mountain News ———, Straight CreekJournal
. Mountain Gazette———, Billings Gazette
. The Missoulian . Borrowed Times

., Montana Outdoors ———, The ldaho
Statesman ———, Casper Star-Tribune ———, Gil-
latte News Record ——, Sheridan Press ——,
Desaret News ———, Sierra Club Bulletin ———,

Audubon Magazine

———, Not Man Apart
——— Environmental Action
. New York Times
. AERC newsletter

, Living Wilderness
. Environment

. LA. Times
. Wall Street Journal
. You may add to

this list.

Thank you for your time. As soon as | get this thing
tallied we'll print the results in HCN. /:} P -
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Sierra Club’s Southwest Representative

John McComb: a natural for the job

by Peter Wild

People envy John McComb, Southwest
Representative of the Sierra Club. They
think it would be wonderful to be paid to
hike through the deserts and mountains
surrounding Tucson, Ariz. McComb chuek-
les at the thought “"They don't realize,” he
says, "that I did a lot more hiking before I
took this job.” Believing that dedication
and patience are two essential qualities for
his profession, he works 70-80 hours a

JOHN MCCOMB: "If I tried to measure
my success in terms of what I'd ideally
want, I'd be a psychological wreck. I
find it much more useful to measure
things in terms of what would happen if
the Sierra Club didn’t do anything."”
Photo by Joanna McComb

week, most of it at his desk or traveling to
hearings. Though he doesn't get out as
often as he'd like to visit the spots he loves,
he takes satisfaction from hiseffortsto pro-
tect them.

McComb's background reflects a long
and sympathetic con tact with the outdoors.
Asa boy in Ames, lowa, he tagged alongon
field trips with his father, a professor of
forestry at lowa State University. After re-
ceiving a B.S. in electrical engineering
from the University of Arimona, he worked
a year for the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration. Not satisfied, he re-
turned to Tucson to study hydrology.
Under his leadership the Conservation
Committee of the Southern Arizona Hik-
ing Club urged its membersto protect their
interests in'the growing Southwest by sup-
porting wilderness legislation for favorite
haunts.

- Other things conspired to make a full-

time conservationist of him. In 1965 David
Brower, then Executive Director of the
Sierra Club, was looking for Arizonans to
testify against dams proposed for the
Grand Canyon. McComb volunteered and
made the first of his many future appear-
ances before Congressional committees in

Washington. In the next few years he be-
came one of the state’s moat enthusiastic
part-time conservationists. When the posi-
tion of Southwest representative opened in

~1970, he was a natural for the job.

In addition to McComb's office, the club
supports field representatives in the
Pacific Northwest, Northern Plains, Mid-
west, Southern California, and Alaska.
Each is responsible for major conservation
issues in the area, for lobbying in state and
national legislatures, and for providing
professional information to volunteer en-
vironmentalists. Each conducts field in-
vestigations and keeps the main office in
San Francisco up to date on local develop-
ments. On top of these regular duties,
McComb publicizes information via his
newsletter, Southwest Wildlands. With
the growing number of environmental
crises, it's a big, at times overwhelming,
job. Assisted by one secretary, John
McComb scrambles to keep track of his
vast territory of Arizona, New Mexico, Col-
orado, Utah, and West Texas, an area
under heavy assault by power interests.

Of prime concern is Kaiparowits. A con-
sortium of power companies led by South-
ern California Edison wants to build the
3,000-megawatt, coal-fired generator in
southern Utah. McComb calls
Kaiparowits ". . . my number one priority .
. ." because it is the ™ . largest single
threat to our priceless scenic values.” The
plant is the vanguard of a scheduled inva-
sion by the power industry into an arearich
in such public treasures as Grand Canyon,
Zion, and Bryce Canyon National Parks.
Along with other Southwesterners, John
MecComb fears that pollution from the
mammoth facilities would blight the uni-
que and pristine Colorado Plateau.

Planned primarily to export energy to
large cities in other states, they are a clas-
sic example of intended sacrifice of the
rural environment for urban convenience.
A green on red poster tacked to his bulletin
board comments; "Power Plant — Stick It
In LAC

When asked about similar projects
throughout the Rocky Mountain states,
McComb replies that people are learning
from experience. They are changing their
attitudes about being exploited. Having
seen the high taxes, overcrowding, and air
pollution that often come along with de-
velopments, they want to make sure that
energy companies campaigning to locate in
their areas will not become long-term
liabilities,

However, many Utahans are backward
in this respect. "In contrast to almost every
other state, Utah issti'l welcoming energy
development with open arms. They don't
realize the problems that will accompany
development or how destructive it will be
to their lifestyle,” he explains.

When reminded that some Utah politi-
cians claim that opposition to Kaiparowits
comesonly from out of state, MeComb sighs
as if he has heard the argument many
times before. For years organizations in
Utah such as the Uinta Chapter of the
Sierra Club have urged citizens to take a

Wild burros

starlings of mammal world. 1

Automatic fuel clause

West's coal affected.

hard look atthe long-range results before
committing themselves and their children
to the proposals of outside exploiters.
Furthermore, the wild country of southern
Utah is an inspiration to thousands of vis-
itors each year. "The public land,” the
planned sites of the power plants, "belong
to all Americans,” he emphasizes.

McComb is a believer in action by the
private citizen. Personal efforts — letters
to Congressmen and public officials or tes-
timony at hearings — count heavily. Offi-
cials want to be reelected; they care about
public opinion. However, he comes back to
the value of persistence and patience, mod-
ified by a bit of philosophy. "If 1 tried to
measure my success in terms of what I'd
ideally want, I'd be a psychological wreck. I
find it much more useful to measure things
in terms of what would happen if the Sierra
Club didn't do anything.” He spent eleven
years in a continuing battle to protect the
Grand Canyon and still isn't entirely satis-
fied with the Enlargement Act which Con-
gress passed in 1974,

Persistence paid off in the successful
five-year struggle to establish the Syea-
more Canyon Wilderness in Arizona. "In
spite of opposition from Rep. Sam Steiger,”
in whose distriet the canyon lies, “we got
the wilderness legislation through because
we continued to push and didn't give up.”
Wilderness areas on Pine Mountain, Mt.

Line Reference Target LRT-BE4-V2

Baldy, and in Petrified Forest Nation

the work of John McComb and others like
him,

His files bulge with folders of ongoing
projects: land management, air pollution,
water use. The Southwest's water laws are
lax, its water tables falling. "We've spent
water like a little kid that gotintohispiggy
bank and thought it would never run out.”
With elimination of wasteful practices,
MeComb reasons, the Southwest could get
along with its existing supplies.

Sometimes elements of humor go along
with his work, which often involves per-
suading an official to consider alternatives
to outmoded approaches. For years conser-
vationists had urged the Park Service to
explore substitute transportation in
automobile-choked Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park. In 1972, while vigiting the
Grand Canyon, MeComb invited the
superintendent to go for a bicyele ride. He
was taken aback at the offer, protesting
that he hadn't done such a thing in years,
However, the official’'s wife sided with
McComb; together they persuaded the re-
luctant superintendent to go. Fortunately,
the pair witnessed a spectacular sunset as
they pedaled along the rim. The following
year the park started renting bicycles.
McComb's not sure if the minor incident
was responsible for the change, but he is
sure that it helped.

The Southwest’'s water laws are lax, its water ta-
bles falling, With elimination of wasteful practices,
however, McComb thinks that the Southwest cou’_
get along with its existing supplies. 3

Dear Friends,

This week we learned that High
Country News iz to receive the 1975
Rocky Mountain Center on Environ-
ment award for communications. We
thank whoever out there had enough
confidence in HCN to nominate the
paper. It's a treat for this bunch of
isolated journalists in the middle of
Wyoming to get that pleasant kind of
feedback.

Sometimes we hunger for more crit-
ical assessments of our product, too.
Each issue we ask ourselves: Are we
really giving the reader what is im-
portant? Are we boring you all to
death with gloom? Have we over-
emphasized energy news? Why wasn't
there room for even one pretty pic-
ture?

Letters to the editor whip us into
shape sometimes. ‘But they usually
address the issues, rather than the di-
rection of the paper. And they tend to
be written when someone is extremely
agitated, not merely pleased or
slightly disappointed.

"You are a bunchof nuts. I hope you

.

freeze in the dark and they burn your
plant for heat,” is one such message
we've received. "Thank you for run-
ning my son's picture in your last
paper,” is another.

If we are to judge by the number of
letters-to-the-editors, The Monkey
Wrench Gang book review would win
our most-provocative-story of 1975
award. But that still doesn't tell us
where you want us to go with the
paper.

Thisisall leading up to a request for
help. Rip out page 15 of this issue,
please, and let us know what you
think. Use an extra sheet if you need
to. If you're disappointed with HCN in
some way, pick up your pen and let us
know about it. If you can't think of
anything you'd change, let us know
that, too. (We need to hear from those
who back the status quo — or you
might not recognize your next HCN!
In a month or two we'll give you a full
report — and hopefully an amusing
portrait of HCN readers,

_the editors

Lifeline

utility rates are key. T

Black-footed ferrets

endangered — so what?

Kaiparowits

chaotic contfrontation.

Legislative review

environment an issue again.

i

Park, to note a few, wouldn't exist withot, %/
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