


Dear~CN,
I am writing in reference to your Jan. 2

issue, Page 15, "Report from AIaskB," by
Gregory Paul Capito.
My wife and I had the wonderful ex··

perience of spending the aummer of 52 in
AI8ska. What a pleasure it was to see such
a vast unspoiled frmtier. r also spent the
summer rL 114 there, arriving sevEll days
after the quake. My Wife and I went back

Editor, HCN:, .' . . again in'n, and the change we saw almost
I feel that 'Mr. ~ Gall~'s letter, knocked us for a loop. ExpiQitation and de-

which appeared in theo{an, 2, 1976 HCN, . struction unlimited, we saw mQllntains of
deserves<:ommenL Mr. Gallenson's "facts" pipe four feet in diameter a half an inch
need darif"u:ation. IDdeed it i&tiu..that the thick, from Seward to Fairbanks.
National Park Service has supp!'rted Havil!g read a lot about the pipeline
sociologiealsllldieS in Grand 'Canyon, but issue, I was interested in learnil!g more
there ie no mention rLemcurrent ecologi- about it. The pipe, I was told, was from
Cal s1wlies of aquatic anIi ripSrlan com· Japan. There was alSo a noticeable in-
munitiee in the canyon. crease in the number d Japanese people in WETLANDS THREATENED January or February Ul76. (Wejust barely
Mr. GalIensan made the statement that Anchorage and Fairbanks. I just couldrlt .escaped"hearings in N:ovember. And once

"... all indications 80 far show that the keep from forming an opinion that the Dear Hi'" Country NeWs, I hearinge are held it will be extremely dif·
resource is not physically overused and North SI~ oil \jIas going to Japan if and A brutal tug of war is underway in Con· fieult to prevent amendments from being
management decisionS are pending whentheygotthepipelinedone,andallmy gre88whichcoulddecidethefateofmuchof' approved by the committee and appr.oved
sociological investigations." It is pertinent later observations have not changed my. our nation's remaining wetlands. What is by·Congress.) If you can give this critical
that Imal reports of all ecoln<riea1 and Inl·nd. at stake is a Corps permit program to save' ld b...et

a
situation some attention, .it WOll e a

sociologiea1 sllldies are to he submitted .I have been expecting something like wetlands from unwise development. De- tremendous help.
during June, 1976. As a resUlt, it is not Mr. CapiWs article for quite a spell, so I veloper motivated politicians ar.e 'moving Contact:
surprising that n••• all indications so far figuredhlsarticleisalittleoverdue.lflani quickly to gut the program. Since the Brock Evans
show that the resource is not physiea1ly right, to make it legal to export·the oil to founding of our nation almost half of our Sierra Club
overused .. , .".. JaplUl', according to Mr. CapiWs article, it original Iheritage °fifshthesesensditive ~as, 324 C. Street, S.E.
Perhaps it is best that all interests, pri· would require an act of Congress or an ex- so vits to sport 1 eries an watenowl Washington, D.C. 20003

vate and c""!mercial alike, refrain from eeutive order from the President. If. the enthusiasts, have been destroyed. In this (202)547 -1144
making premature comments concerning Congress or the President fails to yield, I Bicentennial ye.ar it is fitting that our old
the state of resources in the canyon. As the suppose the oil firms, will shut off the nemesis, the Corps, begin to apply its tal-
dataaremadeavailable,commentaryfrom Spigot again. enta and energies to saving these vital
all poin ts of view will be more appropriate. areas.Hearings on the amendments to muti~

~' lat!'~~IW Iprogra% ~00d .JJ;>.f;,"h~ld}X•.,the
House Public WorKsCommittee as early as
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. THJ!l OIL SPI(JOT

~,lLettersl
GRAND CANYON .DisPUTI!)

.George No 'RtJffriet-
Mountainaire, Ariz.

i
Glen Ghere
Rapid City,)S.D.

,
A recent issue of U.s. News &: World tion, more consumption. Yet, if we are to

Report (Jan. 19, 197~) set the trains of understand an economic P.henomena of~
thought in motion, This is a year of reflec- mcst pressing order, then nationa1lea~
tion r-r- of the Founding Fathers and their and national magazines should begin to
great hopes, dreams, and aspirations; of explain to all of us how we are going to
the marvEl.ous achievements of'this great sustain all of this growth on a diminishing
.coontry ·in. fulfJ1lment of those founding resource base. And further, how we are
ideals; of where our coontry is now and goil!g to do all <,>fthiswithout creating some
where we are going in the years ahead. intolerable environmental conditions ..
Several articles in U.S. News speculate .Few economists, including' Chairman

on where weare going. Qne of them pre- Burns, accept the idea of a steady-state
dictsan economywhichwill expand by 32% economy (otherwise known as a no-growth
in the next Itve years, with output by in- society). Yet sooner or later, this revolutio-
duetryup by 42%. Butthesepredictionsare nary idea must be. discussed, explored', de-
quickly qualified. First, "The American veloped, and accepted.
consumer ... will have to learn to save One of the few economists who has done

. more and spend~"""oneurrentconsump- some thinking on the idea is E. F.
tion." 'And, second, "On the whole, the Schumacher (author of Small Is Beauti-
prospect does not hold' out much hope for full Economics As If People Mattered,
buoyant growth beyond l!1'i6. But in the Harper & Row, 1973). Schumacher says,
years that follow, ifreeession and runaway :'We find, therefore, that 'the idea of unli-
inflation c~ be avoided, most people will mited economic 'growth, more and more
have reason enough to be thankful." until·everybody is saturated with wealth,
The other article is •Analysis: Now, Sec- needs to be seriously questioned on at least

and ~ghts' About Cleaning Up the En- two counts: the availability of basic reo
vfronment," It speculates that those con- sources and, alternatively or additionally,
cerned with the health and living .cnodi·. the capacity of the environment to cope
tiona in this country will have to give with the degree of interference implied."
grOund. It says, "It is evident that the (En-
vironmental Protection) Agency no longer Schumacher says our present economic
rides tbe crestofa nationwide ground swell system rests ·011the systematic cultivation
for a cleaner environment. ". And .then it of greed and envy ... " And he asks the
concludes, "Chances are, the next five question and then answers it: "How could
years are going to be far more difficul t for we even begin to disarm greed and envy?
environmentalists striving for solutions to Perhaps by. being much less greedy and
these (pollution) problems. More than ever, . envious ourselves; perhaps by resisting the
they are going to be forced to weigh the temptation of letting our luxuries become
impact of their desires for a: cleaner envi- heeds; and perhaps by even scrutinizing
;ranment againatpeople'sjobs, energy sup- our needs to see if they cannot be simplified
pH.,'s, 'and tIte general ecmfomic health of and reduced. •
the nation." "If we do not have the str~ngtl?- to - ~
The latter article, of course, chooses to of this, could we perhaps stop appl .

, ignore some recent finding». Several polls the type of economic 'progress' which palp-
.show Americans, DY sizable majorities, ablylacksthebasisofpermaneneeandgive
want to continue to clean up the environ- 'what modest support we 'can to those who,
ment, even if it means a temporary loss of uriafraid of being denounced as cranks,
jobs and an additional C03t to them as indi- work for rron-violence: as conservationists,
viduals, Another tecentfmding shows that ecologists, protectors ofwildlife, promoters
pollution control has. created many more of organic agriculture, distributists, cot-
jobs than were 1000tthrough clean-up ef· tage producers, and 80 forth? An ounce or'
forts. Notonlythat, but a whole new indus-, practice is generally worth more than a ton
try has been created, just to deal with pol- of theory,"
lution.problems. A simple solution-ltutone not in keep· '
Finally, the U.s. News editorial talks ing with th" growth for grOwth's sake and

about Federal ReserveChairman Arthur F. business·as-usual philosophy of the power
Bums, and the quest!Ol), ~t can we'ss brokers of the country. ;
citizens of the U.S. do to help the.ecmomic If, in i976, each one of us tried just an·
situation?" Mr. Burns extols a number ri oUIl!'8 of practice, we might be pleasantly
solutions, inclndingone about the "under· surPriSed at the results .. Our·Foul?-ding
standing of .economic phenomena." . Fathers sacrificed much in those early dayS
. Throughout' all of these dissertations oftherepublic:'Can We dol.' in coinmem-
runs the ttUesd of the old, traditional' oration of the gran'd experiment they
ecmomics - more growth, more produc- launched?

HAVE A LOOK AT EXPORTS
Dear Ed itor:
With all the talk of Project Indepen·

dence, our exports of coal and qil go un-
noticel!. A !'lew York Ti'iit'es lUii~le (Jan.
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S d .k . t - I ..- \AI' t: and more are scbeiluled in the nellt twotu y ~ ey' . 0 nonn,ng·JyeS '.. weeks:C~-Feb.3;9a.m.HOIidllYInn;
~ . _ . ThermqlcUt~Feb. •• 10a.m..andFeb.5 •

. ,'. , • . .', ' \.-:i p.m., both at the Holiday IDD; GiIlette-
with task force meetings-in.the individual polieyasthe only way to preserve thesociill Feb. 10 '(p.ol. SaridsMotDr Lodge' Sheri·
river basins. p.oceeds through state study snd phYsie81 environment, then possibly : dan - Feb. h: 10 a.m; and Feb. U,8:30
teams. and ends with a join t federal-state such a poliey could result. .a.m., both at the Sheridan Center Motl!r
msnagement team. It is 'atso Possible. of course, ihat the~ :Inn. -";'..

"nother unusual aspect of the study IS
that the managsmen t team, Which makes meetings will b'li another useless exercise Study teams have ~eeriset up.in ~yIl\1i.

wl\ich, despite assurances to.the ceatrary, . ing with.representatives of enviromneiltal
the final plans on which future federal coal will lie ignored. But for those of us who are .groups, Chimibers'oi' ~.lind plan.
decisions will be based, seems to be a group . . . .. concerned, it's worth a try, ners, as welLas. rsprel!l!l>. ta.tiYeIl'of.flid'eral.
of people with more than the usual degree • •
of concern with the environmeilt. The prqject is sponsored by the Missouri .and, sta~ agen~.e~. ,p.~'~!:OOin fOr

Basin RiverCommission. OIily one meet- . ?v...,.,ne:to~clpats"h~8'(~'!i'!"DlOll!
ing has been scheduled in Montana at this informatwp; '!O"taet P8uJ,~'m C:OOy,
time - in Red Lodge on february 4. None '!i:YO,. at (3lY1) 587·9280 O!' Keith CorrigaIJ
have yet been scheduled in North Dakota. In Helell;". Mont.~ at (~06) 449-~72.

More information WIll follow m f\lture
iI"lUes. -MjA-

by Robert Wigington
About one year ago a small group of ran-

c·hers and farmers from Platte County,
Wyo., met on a winter ~Yening to,discuss
their concerns about a c<'8l-fll'ed PJwer
plant to beconstructedjustnorth ofWheat- The Platte County Task Force set-up by
'land, Wyo., by, a consortium .of"power the Missouri Basin Power Prqject and cec-
cooJleratives called the' Missouri Basin 'tain commupity leaders had accepted the
Power Project. That night these people, plant as an inevitable circun\stance and a

. . . '~,:r
IDA-HO. Winter sends Canada geese on a searcli for open wa~.

- . Idaho Fish and 'Game Department Photo

Wyoming \"I.Id its first meeting in Cody,
-' .

air, -water from power .plant ,
good neighbor. Muc4 of the business com- strugglehasCOlltthemdearly-so,metime8
munity was' already bankiIlg on the plant a friend"and m'ore money than they had to
being, built. For the mmt part, .the plant speitd. And the struggl~ is ,not over.'
had an official stamp' of spproval. ]rlext mooth the Wyorning Industrial Sit-

But those who met. that night refuSed to 'i"!f C?unci! will .h~r B~ Electric's ap-
igJ;1ore'the many unanswer!"! questions phcs:tron for a. 8Itmg penm~. in order, to
about the plant' and the threat which the obtain. a permIt, the consortIum must de-
plan tposed to the agricultural sectorof the moosuate th~ the plant will not ~e ~
area's economy and w its environment. unacceptable Impact ·on the. area s .,,?VI-

J.RCC now has about 70 members and is ronment or the SOClo-ecollOmlc.condibms
one of the most active groups in Wyoudng: of its inhabitants:The.hearing is desillo!"!

, ." so that citizens and citizens' groups may
. . ,The~ people have bool) instrumen,!&' in "take part, It is .~so.~ible th!,~llQ inlle-

·.defending -Wyoming'. ti>ug\Jc~'11ir Wllu· : ':pendent'stUdy Of' cerlam eov,ii'onthelllal 'Oi-
,tiliJ1,stan~. When the·el~.tnffi1l.'.a s' .. ~ .'. ......... --- .' '.... ...., ..... '
J _ <. - ('. 'f ' ,. -'. • ... ;.r~ SOCJO=eQonOltU~ .1Dl~~~~re'f~~l
flrStchallen~ tJtepi'q>6Sed sUJfucdlOxide LRCC will t4ksif.t!:caie~~I~
regulations, LRCC me~bers went to state t.rial Sitmg Council. he gr.aupwilJ' address
EnviroomentafQuality Council hearings ·socio.... onomie i...ues from local pOint or
and said that they were willing to pay the view. Theirvoice at this hearing will be
added cost of minimizing air pollution. The critical. But they will need help. They will
'state adopted .the stringent regulations need legal counsel and expert wi~es8esin
and was sued by Tri-8tate Generation and order to present theit: case well, and both
Transmi ... ion, a participsnt in the Mi&- are costly.' ,
souri Basin Power Prqject (MBPP):,' ContributionstoLBCC'selJortatthesit-,

bast month, LRCC appeared before the ing hearing are tax deduetfble if they are
, Public Servioe Commissilin in protest of soot to wamie.River Legal Fund, Box 84•.
MBPP's application for a certificate of pub- Wheatland, Wyo:82201. Please help LRcc

, lie nece ... ity and convenience. A-tthe hear- continue this vital effort· to protect
ing 'the power consortium claimed that a Wyoniing'sland and lifestyle.
major portion of the Planfs power was re-
quired for use in Wyoming. LRCC pointed·
to the inCreased price of the plallfs pro-
jected power cOnsumption in Wyomi,rig.

. The consortium' ~mitted that the higjt
'price of their electricity was notconsid,ered
in their Pr<!iections.' ,

LRCChasllCC<!mplished muchin;t\te;r
short existence,.but at no small price,:'I'heir

Robert Wigington is an organizer.
researcher for the Powder IUvilf Basin Re-
source Council.,' PRDRe is an
~culturally-based group coocerned with

.COllI.development in WYllming'.s Powder
RiVer Basin. It bee. about 6OO.members.

--
,12) notestliatourcoalexportshaverisen to
66 million tons, most of ""hich goes to the
Japanese steel industry. The recently
enacted federal energy bill made no men'
tion ofexporti!lg our coal and oil; so under
the guise pf fulfilling AmericEls' energy
needs, t\1ecoal of Appalachia wid the West
are strip mined, oftell for use by foreign

•

ies, .

Nilssoll
ediaJ Pa~

This is the sarne bsttle I have btien work- of tWoor three thousand dollars ... Welove
ing on. We 'Iiave built a compost toiletfol- if and will inho case give it \lP- so ea~-
lowing the plsn of Jjm VljIlder~yn, U ni·' so'sliclt - so clean-'-- so comi'ortabli. Preas
versity of California at B.. keley ~chnical theleveriutd it's whisked away from sensi-'
bulletin no. 2r"Composting Privy." includ' tive noses or eyes. We each use eight to ten
ing complete plans - for $100 or less. fhousand gallons'ofwafoer per year to tlus',

That marvel of our modem way of life, away material' that could be returned to
the ceramic toilet bOWl, is, in a real sense, . ~e earth to maintain its fertility. Ev,,:y
the high point of our ascent toward the tune you tlush that bo.wl you are. commt~
ideai'- theclesn - the pure. Every form til1:g,aBYJllbOliccrime-thekeytoourslow '.
has its rise or fall in the universal law of swcide. TWoelements, water,and earth are
the cycle. If this is the high point Of Qur mixed --:-poi;">ning bOth. .

COMPOSTING PRIVY culture there is only one way to gp_ from In ~e ancIent dream symbolISm, excre-
the bb.ttom o(the cycle we must go up- ment IS gold - the wealtli of the earth - .

Dear HCN, .- , h th al abl al and r.
. WaslsurprisedanddelightedWithybur from,thetopwegodownandreturntothe 0. asav u emin~ ,'. asa er-
'lead article _ "Toilets: a revolution from beginning from where we started in our tillZer, Those valuable bISCUItsIn the bowl'
the bottom up." It was perfectly written,. 'effort to, ,evade certain facts of life. are wasted.
and with the field guide to the toilets, this That ceramic bowl with its elaborate Waldo S. Chase
number ofyour pa per.is worth the $10 sub, plumbing - clesn water tlowiitg in and the Union,
sCCl'p't'ionnrilco I·. j . -,. '". ·.~'Ql"~I,I.y..m.,~.,ixt' .,,:,,,._e.,:,~,~,:-v'.'._nj',~o,q,~t..,,.. ,..~,1fue!U,:1' ne ,WaShington J'• U!." ,If .. ~ ;;;",,1rrT j ~l) "l itoIi. A '" -~h}f' q ~l"th ~ ~~.~- L.~.' , ri..i:' ~t:: rv ., ~ ~. ~,
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As our moorings are cut loose and the
. region seems to slide more inevitably to-
. ward intensive coal development, ifs reas-

_ririg to see a tool tossed our way that
""'Id be used to shape the region's future.

The Yellowstone River Basin Level B
stuay;'begun last November, will plan
water use for the basin and adjacent coal
field s, The temptation would be to write it
off as Just another study of the overly
studied river. But it has the potential for
actually allowing the public to dictate the'
use of water - and, consequently, the ex-
tent of coal development in the region.

Since the study area corresponds to the The best thing that could bappen -from
biggest coal deposits in the region, its PO" . the weary bureaucrat's perspective ~
sible impsct is magnified, would be for no one to attend the meetings.'

The study seems to allow for ,sn unusual But if the people of the region do attend,
d,egree of public involvement. It begins andif'they,forexsmple,demsndane,q,.,rt

..q

======:===Duest Edi torial~' ==============;:=~
LRee defends .Platte County

I
formed the' Laramie River Conservation
Council, (LRCC) snd decided to oppose. the·
construction of the 1;500 megawatt plant
as presently plsnned, It was a big step.



line R~ TargetLRT.

I . ,
(-Ri&h G~ 1'tews - ..,;.n. 30, 1'976 mgplaoe, approximately 4,oooliuiToswere' in 1971' is burto hsbits,t. Wild burros oe- reparable' damage to nst ive vegetation;'8' --' "n.mooed. 'Ibus, itisevidentthaUheburro Cllpy portions of nine Western states; thO soils, "wildlife, .and water. B\l1T08are hav-urros; . .~ ,"J<la;(J,!e to re~ at' a-rapid 1'11tt\; and main c;oneentrations are in southern mg iIdetrimental effect on habitatwher.e

.: " . . there i8 no '~er Of the.\!Urro liecoming . ~eva4a,along .both sides.iJf the Colorsp.o there are/endangered species.In 1974 ofli-
.~ -<PeDtiiltled. ~:p/Ige 1) -». - .' -extiIictinNotth-A:!netiea, contrary to what - River, in southam California, and in Now,. ciala at Bandelier),iational Monument ;;,

J!ourl' -and Q> thelll1J!llll'l""-nianysprings' .COJl8Illl!Baildthe:..AmeriCan.PQOPle-were - Mexico. In Ilnl;mre~ple,.burros~ere ,New Me•. rel_eel two documents de:
... fknriDg allloiether. 9ue1lo burro graz- jed til believeat t/le time of,paasageof the ,found in29 mountain ranges in southern taiiing th'llfilii-piiCt of' the burros:' The
ing t~u..e·iaalm"t.totall_ ofvlllII!Itation. bill ". • Cal.ifornia alone. This makes it questions- studies .in.ii'cateir that none of the
.MOImd~ BDdthusno faodand coVelo, ' ." '.' ,ble that COngressand the American public .mmument's range was in excellenno~
far- birds .and ~alHnaminat •. Summer' BURROS·MOT·CONSIDERED ~apy looked ata map ofburro distribu- tion, 22%wasingoodcondition, 31% in~ .

. tem~climb.abcWeJ:~~and· " •..'. . ...". " ' .tlOU In> 1971 when they' defined burro condition, and 47% in poorconditiou. In
.. water ia a criti.-l ,factor in dessrt~!Iocial.afn;~ is, ioo.ie;a few: jack& habitat. , - _" . ,additio'1-, 52% of the vegetation WQ.S in a

/tema. When .. larllil mlilnmaJ auch luI·the· _mighthold territories fmc _era! mooths a '"~'.In a'related; vaguely~ed section,the. downw;uod~d, A lIQilBlll'VeY,showedthat .
. burro iaplaced intlll'a;li:~esystein beld iii. year. In the Wild' HOl'S!'andBu,rro Act, act '';ay. that "~pecif'ICr~s" on pl!-blic severe er08iQn was tsking place, and .that·

~~del~ bal~'8HD~ing has to ~.~=-"':"_''''~__~__''''Q..t lands may be deSignaf;ed and maintained . as much as 35 ,tons of soil per ac~ per year
gtV~':'-8IJd in die CIIll pfC!lw' do$rts, it is.' - Wh·· -.' I' I a. (burro)' sanctuaries. ~Designating sitch was Deing ,~ost\:0' erosion. " " .
the riat.ive wiIcjllfe that'iit;Pingway. " ' en a .arge mamma . sanctuaries could.help IIQlvethe man8ge- A summary of one of the documents

~. reproducticill rates ,are about such as· the burro is· placed mentproblem, bl!-tfurther clarif1cation is ststes: "It is the conclusi.~nofthis inyestig-'
2~ery18mooths.B\l1Toshaveno·.' to fr'l te h Id' needed on what is to be done with the bur- atioh that the"wild burros of Bandelier
natlir .. 1;~.tOr.$'to· speak of" ,,~d' m ..a agJ. e,sys m e In r08onlandsnotdesignatedasilanctuaries. ,lCannotbe managed lis a comPatible con-
biologists ~ that the only biolngiClil already dehcate balance, The Bureau of Land Management (B!.JMl stituentofthenaturslec08ystem., , baBe<!
f&et;Orcpn~ing their. population is s~. something has. to aive _ and the U.s, Forest Service JUSFS) may on several conditi~ns peculiar to the
va.tlOn.Par8Sltes anddlSe88eare nota slg- " j e' give bUrros away as pets. However, the monument. Terrain, end consequently, in·
nificant factor in their mortality rates.' and m the case of our de- government retains title to the animal, If acceasibility, prevents an accurate count of

The life expectancyforjetinies appears to serts, it is the native wild- burros have to be destroyed, the carcasses the num~er ofanimal~ utilizing the areast
be 12-14 yearsl!-Dd forjacks, 13-15 years., ,. , may be recycl~ back into the ecosystem, any given time of the year or from year to
What the low morta1ity and high reproduc- life that IS gIVIng way, according to the law, but in no way shall year. The same factors preclude a reallQna·
tive rates mean has been shown in the _ _"" _ •••, any of the meatbeutilizedfor any commer- hIe understanding of the pop'ulation
Chemehuevi Mountsins in California. Congre:" deimed "herd" as meaning "one cial purpose, either directly 'or indirectly, dynamics of the burros, other than by in·
There are currently 80 burros in the area, or more stallions and his mares,' but did The law states that burro populations may tensive measurement ofecologicaldeterio·
and by 1982 it is expOctedat the current not include any definition as to what con- b!,redu~ by destroying animals, ifnece.. ration of their habitst.·
rate of management and reproduction in. stitute. a bUrro herd. Jacks'do not keep sary, in the most humane way possible. While the above statement says the situ·
the herd, the population will be 200, jennies as stalIions do mares. Burro range Firearms may be used, Burros are sup- .ation in Bandelier is unique, it is not. Bur·

In Death Valley National Monument, and populations are tied to water lIQurces, posed to be menaged in a way "that is de- ros occupy very rugged terrain and
there were 1,500 burros in 1942.The Park In fact, one gets the imPression from read- signed to achieve and maintain a thriving habitats in much oftheirrange.1tis almost
Service started a reduct:iOll progrsni in that ing the ac't,that it. was meant only for natural' ecological balance on the public impossible to get an accurate census of bur·

.year, 80Qle were given away as pets, some horses, and that the matter of burros was - lands." roO anywhere. Their coloration makes
. were shot. I? 1967 reductionswere atopped . not really giveil any consideration at all. them harll,to see; ;'cceBBto areas is 'all but·
due tI> publIC pie86UreI; There. are·now at, . 'Congrellli d,ec!ared' that burro· habitat 'CAN'T BE MANAGED'. impossible in many cases. ~xcep.t by

.l~ 1,500 ~lTllII in them~~tagain .. ,wascOlia!deredto be ''Where they are pre... Can this be done?,There is ample ..vi- heli~oPtsr; there are,unevendistrib.ution
During the ti!JlIl that reilw:tlllllll 'MU:8 tak- ently found." Thus, wherever·burrOs were dence 'that the 8IIimais are causingir- patter",!;' t:here. is. a'lack of fundin:g ard

. . . _ manpower, .there IS a lack of basel me. m-
e .vento.y data; and·there is a lack of know-

~edgeand expertise in burro ecology and'
habitat on the part of IIQmeof the agency
perllQnnel.

INHUMANE·TO-SHOOT

I

BURRO TRAILING. The.trailing by burros shown
above in Death Valley National Monument is typical or'
most of the canyons in the PanamiJ:it Range which are
occupied by burros. The Wild and Free Rooming Wild
Horse-amrB'iirro A:et"if'0e<rilot'lnchI<le"Nlitlona1fart<-

Service land ~ only Bureau of Land Management and
Forest Service-lands. However, management is difficult
since the burros migrate between lands managed by the
BLM, Park Service, and the Navy: ' I

---- _....~ ,Photo COUr.hfsy ofW:monal Park Service

What can be done? BLM and USFS
clearly have a mandate both to protect the
burro and to protect the native wildlife
habitat. Will the public permit' them to
carry out this mandate? Itdoes not seem
possible, at this time, tofind'owners for the
largenumbersofburi-os that willhave to be
eliminated from our public lands. When
nrearms are mllI1tioned,lnanypeople con- .
sider this to be an inhumane management
tool. The'public has longbeen leelto belleve
that the burros are "rare and en~ngered"
"";,thattl).ey are being SIBughteredand dri-
vE!Il.)oextinction. . . .

There is also an emotional spillover fr.om
'., wild ho~ses that complicates the public's
. reaction to mB.!'agemeljtunder the Horse
, and.B~o Apt,"Altliouilh~ey are two dif.
fmynt specieswitl! .different imPacts .an.d
different management. needs.:they 'are

'. treatedcuooei the Slllne'act. .' __
:, ..' 'Neverthele8B,bum;~uct~nwill "ave

\O'bj!an on-going program. The longer the
BLM.""d USFS delarc,managem,mt and,
control programs: th.• more burrOs will _:
haY".W ..~.e!ie8b;oYedlnitlally; Sin..,., burro
populations on 'federal lands num.ber blit· '
ween 10,000 and 20,000 anima).s,' we are
talking about \luite a large reduction un-
Ie.. pet-owners can be found. The reduc·
tions wHI have to be an annual progra.
prevent overgrazing.

:Theprogram of main taining burro n
in nine, western states promises fo be' a
complex one- and certainly an expensive
one for the-American taxpayer. lfthe ta'x-
payer is 'not willing to fund the kind of
program necessary 'to bring this crisis
und~r control, then we can only expect con-
tinued degradation and overgrazing of de-
sert,rcosystems &I1d loss of native wildlife.

Much will hinge on a decisionof the Sup-
reme Court 1i1'i'"9'14 i'i'J.~ew:M~;i;o,19



Not all citizens are enamored of the
.burro, On Deeembes 5' the National Advjo-
ory Board for Wild and Free-Roarning
Horses and Burros met in Chili a , Lake,
Calif, At -that meeting, the public. wss
'given tile opportunity to express views on
. the burro situation; Action was demanded
,by many conssrvationorganizationa, indi-
viduala, and scientists. They demanded
that the devastation to desert ecosystems
by burros be halted,
"The bUlTOB 'are using stored resources

that built up over many years and it will
take many decades to restore the re-
sources," said Dr. Robert Ohmart of
Arizona State University at Tempe, ''The

Managementand control burro will ultimately destroy his' own
The National SierraClub Board of'Di- habitat." . the law ensures hmnane treatment of the crisis created by burros, particularly in

rectors last spring adopted a policy on Walter Powell of the California Wildlife burro- but one can ask if the fact that the Death Valley. They have' both been lmg-
wild C'feral") burros, which Miriam Federation said, "Weview with frustration burro is literally eating himself out of time members of the Sierra Club, and she
Romero helped to write. and growing deep-seated anger the con- habitat and will die from starvation and helped to write the national position on
The policy statement urges thatferal tinued, devastation of all land by the lack of water is humane, . burros adepted by the club Iast.apring.Her

, burros be strictly managed and control- political ly-proteeted burro." L' The public can either choose 'mature, degree is in geography from California
led with humane methods, The Sierra The Sierra Club has gone on record for reasonable.control and management of the State University in Northridge, and she
Club recognizes the necessity of using strong burro control programs, as has the burro and can insist that the agencies in- has done graduate work in arid, lands reo
. helicopters for management purposes, Desert Protective Council. 'Peter Burk of volved begin'reduction programs, or the sources management. They have 1'\lceived
i.e., for censusing, reconnaissance, and :.-the Sierra Club said "we are tired ofwait- public can choose to continue to permit the several awards for their ed.ucation8.l work
access to habitat ar.ea.s. _ ing for a' solution to a problem that burro to roam at will over large areas of the on burros and for their-research which led
The club also accepts using guns and everyone now knows and understsnds:' Southwest without reduction or controL If to the estaolishment of the Amargosa,

giving title over to pdvate individuals as The board listened to an overwhelming the pubtic chooses the latter, then perhaps Canyon·Dumont Dunes Natural Area- in
man.&gement tools, while opposi,ng and outra'ged cry for :burro red'uction. -we,-have reachec:La pojnt'in time where-the "California. In 1973 they received the
us~feral QU~~ for sporting pU,r}J?ses Death- Valley Nation'al MonulnEmt· is not - burro-hal? become America's 'sacred 'cow~ American MototsConservation 'Award ~d
such as racing or wrangling. When bur-·. covered under the Horse and Burro Act In 1975 the Califorqia Conservation Coun-
ros are shot, the club recommends since it applies to only BLM and ,USFS cil Annual Award. Residents of Montrose,
110n~ting the .carcasses,1;o ~overnrnent lands, Nevertheless, it is difficult for the Miriam Romero and her husband, Ben, Calif., ~ey spend much of their free time
institutions. ....: Park Service to begin a pr~am of burro started investigating the burro, problem in presenting their slide show on burros enti-
rotection of native ecosystems ';re~U'ction;-:be~ause 'the-\'ui"rOS inithe ::'llt7~'.~he)1lthey·rec~izejI'the eccil;«W~;ltl~'~e.J~ ~J4YiI9;;;;r,,;;;'ik"';';'0
The club says burros must be elimi- panamint Range l'9:igrate between farlr ' -:- - ',' : -.- ..~:<:;. ';-." -t., ~-, --- ,.;:, ,;....; ..~~~~;::"'iti""j,~-';'- .. ' >

nated from all 'federal and state lands Servic~ I.ands, Navy lands, and'BLM lands, Rockies FoundClfion ready' to g' ive .
where they would pose a threat to CooperatIve ~greements are necessary. '. , -r . I,

habitats of rare plants or animals and Pro Richard Vogl of California State Montana, Wyoming, 'and Idaho have a The foundation hopes to make'ila fIrst
from all national parks and monu· University at Las Angeles advised: the new fund-raising and grant,making or- grantsbyJune30.Anll-memberboardof
ments, In other areas where native board that to protect theburro because it is ganization, the Northern Rockies Founda- directors will decide which pr~osals to
habitats have become impoverished ~e· a symbol of the old West is something we tion, 'fund,based 'on recommendatioils~ of the
caus~ of overpopulation, burro herds could do without. The miner of the old West Its mission is to help the'people of the staff. Board members are Jean Anderson of
shouid be culled, according to the club. raped and plundereil the land, and it is best region "preserve their natural and cultural' Billirigs, Mont.; Emily GalUsha ofSt. Paul,
Congressional acti~n that the.mentslity and attitudes that pro- heritage lind improve the quality of life Minn.; Jack, Hemjngway of'Sun Valley,

duoed this destructiOn of.the West be for- within tbecOJ:ltextofsocialJ'ustice," say the Idaho; Phoebe Holzing, er of C.r, Wyo.;
The club recommendS that the Wild gotten, not perpetu~ted;'he said. '

and Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act So directors of the group. Granlawillbemade James~ Noble of Cora, Wyo.; Drummond
it all boils down to whether there is for prOJ'ectain the fiel,ds of public inf,orma- Pike of San Francisco, Calif.', Marcia Purs-

, be amended to apply only to wild horses . tif' t' to' th b th k' d of, .Jus Ica IOn gIVe e urro' e m tion it'zen activities the economy envi. ley of Boise,' Idaho', G. J,olin Rou.sh of Ar-
and a new burro management bill be te t' 't' , b th b hi' ,c I , 'pro c IOn I IS given, 0 y pu IC,eml>-'Tooment, edUcation aria and humanit;es lington,. Va,', Leonard,Sargent <if Corwin,
introduced whi~h would provide for t' db I . tbee 't'" te" d' ' , .sanctuaries for bu"'08. ' Ion an ,yaw JUS . ause I I~ cu an The foundation hope. to raise $150,000 Springs, Mont:; K-. Ross Toole qf Missoula,

IS a aymbol of the old West. It la true that, bynextJanuarytosupportsuchprqjecta. It Mont.; and Malcolm Wallop of Sheridan,
, , 8lready has $60,000 toward that goaL, ' Wyo. .

Dr. Alton Chase of Helena, Mont.; is ex·' . 'FOr more in£ormation write to Dr, Alton
""!'tive, director rI the foundation, He is,a, Chase, Northern Roc1Pes Foundation,.B!>x
former philosophy'prOfessor at Maciileater .:1273, Helena, Mont. 59601 or to Lell1ie
College in St. Paul, Mimi: LeSIie P~tersen 'Petersel\, Northern Rockies Fou~
of Jackson, Wyo., is aSSOl'iatedirector: '.Box 24,97, Jackson,.wyo.llJl001: .~ - .~ - .-

• T8f9It LRT.ae..Y2

. burroe were rounded up on 81M land and
sold at public auction. The.roundupwaanot
authorized by.BLM. Wiien.BLM leamed.of
the capture and sale, they notified the U.S.
attorney. He requested the state livestock
board to return the burros to B1M land,
saying they were protected under the
Horse and Burro Act. The request was re-

aJused and the New Me",,'co Livestock Board
"1Ied suit, challenging the agency's action

to administer the burros under the act and
" charging that it violated state statutes. All
state atatutes hold that wildlife is the prop-
erty of the states and not the federal gov-
"ernment. .

InFebruary 1975,.the U.s. District Court
.for NewMexico declared the Horse and
:Burro' Act unconstitutional and declared
that the animals belonged to the individual
states, The U.S, attorney obtained a stay
on the judgment, however, which ,sus-
pended it pending a higher eourt ruling.
. On March 28, 1975, the federal govern-

ment appealed~to the U.S. Supreme CouI't.
PreiiiDin""y hearings will JJe. held oD-the
case this month and a decision could be .
forthcoming later this year. Pending the
Supreme Court decision, the law is still in
effect and normal management activities
can he carried out under the act.

ENVIRONMENTALISfS SPEAK

Sierra' Burro Policy

,CROPPING FROM BURROS. TbIa vegetatio!, shows severe cropping from
burros. Burros eat all the stored food indesert shrubs, and as the vegetation
-~~~~'tlse~e~ ,ero:siop !ollows. C)l .~ t rho~~Y B~ 6o~~ro (

WILD BURRos. WDd baft'Ge are pro*scted lUIder the _ act _ wIkI·
borses, with few distinCtions made. They make good pack BJlimals and are
available as, pets; although the federal government retains title under the
presenllaw. " ' Photo by Ben ,Romero
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Coal moves Eostbecouse of automatic fuel clause
1974. for a Cll8tof $1.27 per million Btu. and poasibleprditmotivesfor sueha move.
This .empared to Ohio coal with a lower According to the Free Press, back when

Nothing could, on theSUl'face, be further (1.1%) sulfur cmtent, that cest the cus- (late 1973- early 1974) Duke.PowerCem-
apart in tbethinkingofmanypeoplelhan tomer50 cents per million Btu, according pany' (North Carolina) was arranging a
strip mining 'coal in the Northern Plains to Federal Power Commieaion records. long-term low sulfur coal contract in West
and the autlimatic fuel actiustmen:tclaueee: During April of 1975 the giant AEP Virginisfor$12.71pertonfora'12.oo0Btu
of eleCtric compllllies in the Midwest. The 'plantnear Gallipolis, Ohio, burned low sul- COIl!,Detroit Edison, a mllior coal, burner,
national neWamedia never seemsto see the fur Belle Ayr coal for under 1\7cents per' was 'arranging a $1 billion-deal with De-
cmnection, and certainly the Western coal million Btu •. and Eastern 'Kentucky low cker Coal Company for Montana coal.
firms and their current and p;>tential eus- sulfur coal for 67.5 cents per-million Btu. When "pushed" by the nfjWspaper, the
tomersi,n the Eastdon'twanttotslkabout (Low sulfur "spot market coal" was coming utility admitted it did not "ask for bids

• it. iIIatprices frem 91 cents through $2.09 per from West Virginia before signing the De-
Yat. in fact. the two items are very million Bjn to that same_plant from ~ast- ocker deal." As late as June of 1975 Edison States must be fully-prepared to protect

c10iiely tied til/retber. The amount of coal ern cos1 mines. In ite arguments.!or using was buying some low sulfur Eastern Ken- their interests. The Ford Administration
that is filially stripPed from l1:ie Northern western coal. AEP may quote these spot tucky coal for sslittle as 85 centaper mill- tried, in vain, to make-automatic fuel ad-.

, P18ins, and cei"tainlythe pOtentWmarket llllU;ket prices, but itis not a fair ccmpari- ion Btu delivered 'that month. justment clauses mandatory in all states
for such coal, is directly tied to this method son. The ouly fair comparison would be: "The Free Press quotes one EdiSon offi- through a bil\.in traduced by Arizona's Rep.
wbicbm<lltstateregulatoryagencieshave loiig term Eastern coal cmtractswith long 'eial asaaying ..... thefuel clauseconsidera- ' John Rhodes (R) in 1975.
adopted. It allows electric utilities to use term Western cosi contracls.) tion -was certainly a factor" in its decision Instead, it has been suggested that
fuels that are milre el»ensive than locally CriticsofusingWeeterncoaleastofthe, to buy Northern Great Plains coal, and Western representatives who desire to
available fuels. ' , '. MiSs~ppi also ~y it. is encouraged by goes on to suggest that Detroit Ed,'s Mid- limit development of Western coal could

Mll8t people in America believe that stockholders who have interests in West- west Energy company will be in a position help achieve that purpose by supporting a
state Public utility c:ommissions SDme-ern railroads, Eastern utilities,and na- to 'make profit, not regulated by the nationwide end 'to the automatic adjust-
how assure that the fuel burned by a power tional coal and oil c;ompanies. So rstional Michigan 'public Service Commission, ment clause. ,t-
plant is the least expensive available to it. economica-may ,not always govern deci. from loading colil and moving it on Great

/ lfthey don't accept that fairyts1e. they be- sions. ',' , bakes barges. '
lievethat electric company management is ' Fear that, at best; utiliti.-s have no in-
more concerned with keeping rates down '.'~. UNREGULATED PROFIT centiv,e t~ keep fuel "lilts doWn and, at

' than with company prdits. They believe worst, have inlerests in Western coal de-
'the management will voluntarily try toob- The Detroit Free Preas has,written velopnumtcertainlyhelpedmotivateWest

.. tain fuel supplies that oright save the elec- about the efforts by Midwest utilities to "go Vil;gin.ia ,and Ohio legislatures to abolish
tric.user a few dollars per year. West" for coal, the automatic fuel clau~, the automatic features of their fuel clauses

The fact 'is that mll8t states. and all the
Midwest states, have 'automatic fuel ad- \

:~::::a~~::~·b:t~:s:u.~:;a~;;New Lifeline rates' would conserve energy
agency. Tiiey mean that that part of an h.'sm· come .·snecessarily devoted to uti,lityelectric bill whicb represents fuel costa, by Dorothy Bradley "

bills. ' . .tiansportation costs, certain, ,tsff people,
, ,ilandling equipment, etc. is not effectively The Center for the PUbliclnterest, Inc. of The center proposes that the Public Ser-

, .;reviewed::j>y,thestate lISgulatoryagency., 1J~J!lsn.,l\\Ont" ,has,cl}lIle' UP witli '" re- vice Commission adopt.a Llfeline. rate .,In summary, thecenler4'eels:the Lifeline
"';l!::ooep.....J;poug!l, ,,!tatejl.w\lich ,have ,tp~ aw" :;ised )ltili.tYra\". s):;\!ctv,m which will ,en- structure, for residential electricity. The ' rate str~cture should he adopted to pro.""" ,

h.~matili fuel a<\iustmentclause may claim courage energy conservation and save Lifeline would provide the first 400 kwh, a an essential amount of electricity at., '1
, that ~y review the ... Cll8ts, in fact they money for low income customers. This moo th at the cheapest rate of two cents per lowest rates. and appropriately discourage

merely check their ,statiStical accuracy - ,month, the group is presenting its "Lifeline 'kwh. After 400 kwh, ahalfa cent incre8ae excessive consumption. The Lifeline in no
. not their justifIcation. These cll8ts, which Utility Rate" proposal to the Montaoa'Pub' would be charged ,for the next 600 kwh. way penalizes the Montaoa ,Power Com-

may .m-1.- up 'one-third.,of a cus'-mer's lic Service Coinorission. The PSC is con· After 1.000 kwhpermooth, the rate jumps fl" t'~ au st . pany - in act, resu tmg conserva Ion
electric bill, are pa- .... directly through to ductinghearingsona rate increase reque to three cents per kwh. (We also propose a Id b fi th

""'" M P C practices shou ene ,t e company as
him in ea~h month's el"!'tricity bill. This by ,ontana ower ompany. $1.50 per mmth service c\large to pay the well as the consumers, by holding down
means, very clearly, that a utility has no Electricity in the Montana Power Com· costs of billing, etc. This amount is the electricity costs !or all. ~
requirement or ll<le<l to purchase the least pany system is priced in three separate, same for all consumers, regnrdledss o.fcthone : Dorothy Bradley is a Democratic state
expensive fuel a'(ailable to it: classifIcations - residential. commercial" sumption, and Should not be hid en,m e representative from' Bozeman and are-
, In 'act, 'thlS' ,'sthA way·tha't ce~-'- elee· an'd indu-'-'-I. The --ter's pr-'---,' deals' rate structure.)

" > •.....,. AU,," _. .....-. - searcher for the Center for the Public In-
tric compan' ies. can plan to (and in some chiefly with the residential classifIcatil>n, The Lifelil\e incorpOrates the principle 10M

th t h' '1 eed 'rt' tof terest, nc., P .. Box~31, Bozeman,' ontocasesa1ready have)importWestern coal to ,and would only affect the consumption of a eac .am, yn sace amamoun 59715. '
their service areas, even iflocal high sulfur electricity Dr homes; for individuals and electricity for basic necessities":'" cooking,

. coal used with scrubbers, or low sUlfur Ap- fanrilies. lights, refrigeration" etc. Because o( the
palecbiancoal. could beobtsinedata l'1Wer ' impoasibilityof conserving electricity at,
Cll8t. The existing structure for the Montana the lowest levels of cQDSumption. the rate

Power Company - and nill8t.other poWer structure should not penalize low level
clmpanies - is called a "declining 'block cmsumers, as it presently does. However,
rate system." It establishes ,the highest at higher levels of electricity consumption, High Country News is aI)long the win-

.\I'hus, plana to.surface mine Northern rates for d:l~leaSt consumption - a rate ,.cmservation can take place. It is at the... ners of the 1975 Awards for Outstanding
PIains"oal for Midwestern markets do not which declines as cmsumption increases. levels that coosurner demands tend' to he Envir~nmental Achievement presented by
mean that such. coal is leas expensive. The tlieory su~rtnig thy. system is that responsive to prices. Realizing this, the the Rocky Mounta\" Centsr of Environ-
Rather; they could indicate IIlmeone cdn-, increased consumption will lower the av- center says,,'we should revise the rate ment(ROMCOE). HCN won theR9MCOEnected with the E_ utility in question erage costs for aI,lconsuniers. ':, , ' ,structure to establiSh a workable incentive communications award.
has IIlme ilIterest in p;.omoting Wes~n. ~,:B¢ihis.rats.~cU\!"e is'!'appi'QIi1:iilte to·conserve. . Thecitizen'sawardwenttoaColoradoan

j cc8J oJei;'EotSn coal. ", .• ~ - g\veiLout recOJll!ition tli.:t energy'is a Anyon,! who consumes.approximately -WilliamB. Mounsey. Moun ... yhas been1 'Fllrllir8nipIe. in Aiigust of 1974 low sul- neees.ityfu sbOrt"slipply: :The'~~r!>e- 500 kwh per mooth or less would finan- working to preserve wilderlll!ss in 'Col-
, fur coal"Fr..n Utah's caroim F\wI Mine Heves we should·clumge the rate structure ci,aIly benefit from the Lifeline, [ss C\llIl- orado since 1,964. He alSQfounded the Uni-

(which American ElectriC Power (AEP) is ,to Jircmore fuel conservation, and in SC!~i- pared ~ present rates. Consllmption of 400 versity of the Wilderl)Sss.
helphig explUld for 'u ... by AEP'power tion, to promote fair tres,t"!,,nt for low In- kwh.per month would provide savings of The citizen organization award went to
plants in the Midwest) Cll8t around $1.20 come f~!ftili_es and estaljlish a sou nd ,$20 a year "':'a 15%decrease in rates. • the Idsho Conservation Lesgue b.ased in
per million Btu, (BritiSh thermal units) at aeonolDle Pohcy. , " About 46% of the bills issued by,MPC to Boi .... Idaho. , "
'AEP's Tanners Creek (Indtana) power 'Numerous studies Iiaye documented residential consumers are imder 400 kwh- Paonia High School Media and D~
plant. By clmparison.low sUlfur West Vir· that, low income P'!ople" cqnsqm~ tess pe~ month, and 59% of the kwh consumed' nation Class in Paonia, "Colo., won"'£!
gin. ia coal from ~ AEP "captive orine" (Ii energy;,!"'!I, coiTespoD~~I~, higher ,in- . are under the 500 kwh line. A fair estimate youth award.
mme whose coal.s used only by 't.s owner) come people tend to consume m ..... Weal- is that 60% of the residential consumers in· Dr. Wilson ClarK, a professor at Eastern
Cll8tunder 61 cents per million Btu: deli- thier people uSUally have larger homes, th,e 'MP-c distrib~tion system would finan- Montana College in Billings, Mont., won
ven!d t9 that piant. . more appliances, and a generally more ex- cially, bSlleflt by a Lifeline. the education. award.

During May of 1974, coal from travsgsDtllfestyle. BJltthepresentdeclin-, Only 10% of the pre ...nt residential coo- : 'PublicServiceCompariyofCo!oradowon
.. Wyoriung's Belle Ayr Mine coSt over 60 ing block rats s~re penalizes the low sumption is in excess of 1,000 kwh a month, the industry award,

cents per miilion Btu delivered to AEP's income energy consumer by forciIlghim to ,wliich would be included in the hi!:hest Colorado Sq.t'e Sen~torJoe Shoemaker,
Breed (Indiana) Plant. Ohio's Cardinal bear an inequitsble prOportion of societl(s rate:C8tego~y.Ofthe Lifeline prqJos~... who is chairman .of the Plstte, River, De·
Plant, not far,from the Pennsylv:ania line, totsl energy Cll8ts. In addition to paying' The c.oahtlon supportmg the Lifelme', velqJment Comnuttee of,Denver, won the
hum 1 4% suUbr UtuljGM' jp Au&,u¢ pC bisti& ,'PtoP; 2 W"Ggweston rspcrt'on Ofoi1lm1fql8Lr~~~~ate51 ~«nbf_tfaW~{l9i biBB I~t rlhiW, 1 . I .

during 1975. Ifhearings were held to ques-
tion the economics of hauling Western coal
past Chicago, it seems possible they coui"
lead to reform and-a decresse in demand f
Western coal. Tbe ... hearings would hav
to take iiltoconsideration long term con-
tractprices, possible financial help for new
Eastern deep mines, and the use of scrub-
'bers, - r .

NATIONWIDE ACTION

.- ';-
Norman Kilpatrickisdireetorof,the Sur,
, I' - '",

.face Mining Research Library (Box 5024
Charleston, W. Va. 25311). He is iJIso the
coal consultant to the w.est Virginia Legis-
lature. ' .

of retu,rn. Their aim was to design a new
rate structu~e wliich would bring in iden ti-
cal revenues as 'received iIi 1974.

OTHER INTEREST

ROMCOE
. awards

.'

I
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Set. Kleppe says coal morctoriurrrover
at Eastern ooal. I think the reason is they
don't con1rol it,' she says .

sumed until proposed federal laws ue, must have anticipated the outrage that it
. enacted. would bring ifmade at this time, observers

Interior Secretary Thomas S. Kleppe Congress sees itself as the "ultimate' believe. . POWDER RIVER BASIN
announced Monday the end of the steward of the, Cederalland~:' acc~ing to ~henasked .bY.Ht:N'aboutherin~rpre.. Kleppe's announcement followed by one
moratorium on leasing of Cederal coal. But' Rep. Patsy Mmk (D-Hawau) speaking· on tatlOIlS'ofthe timmg of the announcement,· week the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to

tis, doesn't mean the immediate resump- the House floor prior to the announcement. Laney Hicks, Northern Plains represent&.- review the Sierra'Club suit demanding a
\ ion oCcoal de"e!opm,mt, according to ASat. Mink heild.ld the HoD,",'coounittee'which" m'e onlle" Sierra' CluJ>;Said she tliooght . cumulative "environmentaI- iinpaet's1ate-
. retory Jack O. Horton,jvhose explana. preplll'ed the leasing bill. that Interior doesn't want businessmen to mentCorlheNorthernGreatPIains. Partof
tion 'oC the action followed. Horton's am. The ,8IlJOO' day House members were re- lose intereat in investing in the West. The' the progt-am beannw"oced would include
biguou. statement succeeded in raising minded that the' administration doesn't Northern Great Plains Resource Program preparation oC regional impact statements
questions, but did not succeed in stllving off necessarily' agree that, Congressional ef· office has received requests.for ita study on when necssa8ry. There is stillillme que ..
an angry resction from environmentai Corts are that important Rep. Joe Skubitz Westet'n coal development Crom W.,all tion that Interior dermes regional impact
groups arid from memberS oC Congress. . (R·Kan.), discussing the administration's Street brokers. They want to knilw statements the same way'that the Sierra

No matter when the moratorium started suggested amendments to,the leasing bill whether to invest in draglines or in' Club does, 00__ . (See HCN 1-16-76)
in 1971 would have been lifted, the an .. prior to its pa!JlageJan. 21,said, "There is offshoredriUingequipme,nt IntheEasternPowderRiverBasin,four
nouncemen t would have been greeted with strong Ceeling in the coal industry. and Hicks says Interior wants this interest to CllUpanies are still awaiting Interier's ap-
criti~ism, no doubt. This is because one oC some feeling in the department, that a bill remain alive. "Interior's flX8tion is with proval of their mining plans. The Supreme
the most critical questions concerning Ced. is not ev~ necessary." W~tern cosl because that's where they coi1l'nifted. the injunctinn which prom·

. eralleasing is whether more coalmust be The timing of the announcement was , haveatingerih thepie," she says, referring bitad Interiotfrom allowing the plans. But
leased at all. Sixteen billion tons are al: cUrio,!s for another reason. Interior's own to .the fact that Eastern coal is mostly pri· Kleppe is now consulting with Wyoming
ready leaSed _ enough to iast20 to 50 guidelines, although proposed. have not vate1y owned. "Here's the administration ,Gov. Ed Herachler before issuing condi·

, years, by various estimates. . . yet been' promulgated. The one set oC rules screaming about unemployment. Where is .tional approval of the permits, which is
Howev.er, the. timing of thi ... tatement that has been finaliZed, the programmatic u~p1oyment? It's in the Eastern part of expected within a month. according to an

.dill not seem to make political Bense, if In- . impact statement on the Cederal coslleas- . the countzy. But you can't get them to lopk 'AslIlciate4 Preas report.
, tarior were interested in easy 8COOptanceof iug program, has been legally challenged.

its decision. A Cew days before the House Iflnterior had waitad gpIy a month and a
had pa!lled itsCederal cool leasing bill. But halflonger to make the announcement, at .
the bill had not been passed 'by the Con· .Ieaatb!,th itS leasing and its stripping reg-
gress as a ·wbole. Interior could have u1ations would have been put into effect
waiW a Cew weeks for Congress" bill, it
",as thought, ufi1e!Jl Interior has reason to
believe the bill will be vetOed. Interior insists that Kleppe was not ac'"

Congressional representatives were tually starting the neW draglinesmoving.
amongthosemost9utraged.Theywerenot.· The new program.he diScussed in bis

. Corewarned of Kleppe's intent and appar· statement lifting the moratorium includes
ently felt per....nally affronted. Rep. Teno EMARS (Energy Minerals Activity Re-
Ronca1io (D·Wyo.), one oC those,wbo has comm:endation System), a system devised
workOd. 1lardin past years to get Cederal by 'Interior which will i-equire about twO
strip mining1egislation', said it indicated to years in the leasing process before any

, him that coal companies wanted "im- mining could begiri. It involves nomina-
Aediate, wide open. unrestrained de· tions oC where coal should be leased and
.elopment of coal," according to a KTWO where it shouldn't, localized planning ef·-

Radio "report. Rep: John Melcher forta in"lolving public input, impact state-
(D-Mont), who has shepherded the strip mentsonplacesthatwouldbeleased,bids,'
mining bill through the HoUse severm and then environmental impact state·'
times, also told KTWO he thought the In- menta on individual mining plans.
terior Department'w"" reading to pres- Interior also sayli leasing will not begin
sure from coe! companies. ' . until the coe! is needed. Kleppe said that

When contacted by the. Denver Post, any "iJ)J.pressionthat we're going to open
Colorado Sens. Guy Hart and Floyd Has- the door and scuttle tlie West" is false.
kell imd Re~s. Pat Schroeder and Tim However, even with its announcement tAsk for us at our newsstand)
Wirth all said le ..jin'1l"8ItflUldn\t;~re.Jaa~ieaby'tliijsjl_l:IriJIDee ..olfitllrioro ITo ..•..- ........ ~;;Io'.............. =".........""-"'....4ioil...I.ll' """l.IllO:W:oJll,.llil::.Ji~J..;l;i~lli;l,;~.u=~..J

•'

- CHANGING SCENE. RurliI areas in the Northern,Grelilt l ' best ImoWn IGiI'It8 abundant w1Jdllfe and tIsh, and 101' ltII
plaiDs arenowl08irig populations. but Witb renewtld beautiful scenery. a region isoI~ from urban Ameri-
federal coalleasirig. the face of the West wiD be chang, can, sparsely populated and virtually unin .... striallzed.
ing. As.the u.s. C~uit Court of Appeals put it in its Will be converted info a major industrial cllUple.s."
opinion on the Sierra Club suit, "Briefly put, a region Photo of North Dakota farmstead by !\like Jacobs. . ~

by Mariane Ambler

A'SpecJ-' Edition 01 Tom "1"1 ' S'I.IO 1-------.;.-------....."'"
liqh 'Country laWs A Special Edition of Tom Bell'~

NOT IMMEDIATE MINING

48 pages" 1) by 14\\ lonnal
slick coyer, newsprinllnside
cartoons, photos' maps, drawlrlgs

. ENOUGH COAL?

Hicks allII ·criticized renewing leasing, '

when there is already IIImuch coal leased,
!U1dquestioned the adequacy of tlie "dilig·
ent develqlInent" seCtion of the prqJOsed
Intarior,leasing reguIations. As long as

·leaseholders continue to hold coal Cor
II}lIic:ulativepurposes, the nation's needs
still w.on't he met. -

Spes,king of t!>e 16. billion tons ahladY,
leased, KleJipe said, "On t!)e .sqrl'''!''', it
wouldapp_t4at·this~ounUsSll1licient ,
for years to eome:However. in reality, we
do not know whether tJiatsrilount is suffi·
cient or if lhecoal we have leased is suita-
ble for mining. We deknew that some of
.thiscoe!-perbspsasmuc1;las!l.ne-thinl-
is unsuitable'Cor mining for e!lviI:onmental
and economic realllus. HOW'ever·the ·enor.
mity of this leased coe! clouds the issue."
, Klepps's cimtioUB statement·-was par-
tially, petbaps, motivated by legal action
against Interior whiCh claims reneweo
leasing is not n~asary because of the
amount ofooal already leased.. The Natural
·R8S0\1l'CSsDeferise Co1inI:iI and the North-

ern' PI.s ReiIource Council challenged
Interinr's programmatic unpact statement
on.that baiis. Most environmental orSam'
mtions in the region are using the need
srgument in their attack on Kleppe's
m ... atoriun annoUJ;lC<iment.

I

High Country News
· .. '. nciucie.: '.

. H.tDry:High Couirtry News, its fnends,
liard limes,: but niostly ItS slJCi:ells!ul

" struggl!ito fill a~. '
En.;gy: f;:'n, nuclear. aI18mati~8s.

NoIea: on some people 01 the not-~..-
environmental awareness.

'Wlldllfe: abused and admired, 'lhrealenlld,
, poisoned and prote~"

" Land: its resources are to be respec1Bd.. -...:

(Would make a wonderful add ilon

to you~ librarY, coffee table,

outhouse, comfort station, etc.)

1
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Wnaf good is a
black"oote4

TbIe_lmal,"blaclr.·footedferret,iaollllof"m08t,endaDpredmammala
inNorCb America., '

by Sarah Doli

It's sometimes difficult to answer the
question, "Whatdifference does it make if a, I

. .speeies becomes. extinct? It Will anyway,
eventually," The obvious answer, "IT you

,., have to ask the question, you probably
wouldn't understand the answer I" while
often true, helps noone, The best answer
can lie given by a ccncerned person with
facts at his disposal - facts regarding each
. endangered species' importance to its
ecosystem.
The black-footed ferret isa good example

of how an animal's ecologicalrole is a
strong argument, both economically and
esthetically, for its protection. It is one of
the rarest mammals in North America,
with remnant populations in South Dakota
and only -occasional sightings in other
Great Plains states. It lives fu prairie dog
towns, and preys on prairie dogs, 'gregati'
ous little rodents th at are considered a
scourge by ranchers. While it is not known
how much ferrets eat, if they existed in
sizable numbers'they would probably serve
to act as a natural check on prairie dogs.
As white men settled the West, de-

stroyed the buffalo, and allowed their cat-
, tie 00overgraze the plains, the native tall
grasses were destroyed and replaced by
.shorter varieties that the prairie dogs pre-
ferred, and their populations exploded:
. They soon ranked high on the ranchers' list
of enemies, because they competed with
cattle for grass. Eve1')l posstble means', <if
extermination was used, and with the
adoption Of wide-seale poisoning, prairie
dog numbers were greatly reduced. -
As prairie, dogs dwindled, so did ferrets.

They have never been common - only
about 1,000 reported sightings since- they
were first stud;ep in 1851 ~ but when the
prairie dogs were numerous, there was
plenty of food and habitat for the ferret.
They seem to keep their own population
within the limits of their food supply,
rather than turning 00s new source offood.
Howev~r:, University of WiscoD.sui
~oologist Dr. Tim Clark, wbo is studying
the status of ferrets'in Wyoming, reports
that since the white-tailed prairie dogs of '
western Wyo!"ing hihernaf,e, the ,(erreta in

this area must find other P!'eJ in winter,
often having to compete will>other pre-
daters, The black-tailed prairie dogs of
South Dakota and eastern Wyqnjngdonot
hibernate, and so are a year.round food
supply. The ferrets in these arass have
sJlecialized their feeding habilll around
prairie dogs.
'Besides losing their food SUJiply, black-

footed ferretswere also the uniDl8Ildedvic-
tims of the paisoriing drive. 'lbe poison
lOBOis capable of killing an animal that
eats the poisoning victim, and remains
. lethal for months. Predator poisons and
lOBOwere banned in 1972 Ii:om federal
lands, but can still be used.on.state and
private lands. Since that time,.']Jllliriedog
populations seem to be inc~ again,
b,utthe exact sta tus offertataisnct koown.
Ferrets are frustratingly elusive and

hard to observe, They hunt a~night, and
rarely come out in the daylighLA goodsigri
, of ferret activity is dug-out hDles in' the
prairie dog town, with trenches;in the soft
'earth made by the ferret's nsmwblXly as it
digs. Another sign isnumerouSplngged-up
I holes, made by the prairie dogB\in abortive
attempts-to trap the ferret, whichcan al-
ways dig its way' out. Whe.. a ferret is
present, the prairie dogs also.tend to be-
have nervously, taking flight morequickly
at an alarm. However, ferretshave been
found in towns' where. none of'these signs
were observed. Tracks-and droppings are of
little aid in:locativg'1i,fei'Jil!t, ~,bo.tILare.r-
almost 'indistj!':~~ ,able'fram-thoSe' ,,_
minks, which a1 r on prairie dogs.l.
. The ferret's elu veness,which.servesaP
protective behaviour in the wild, works
against its-survival as man cmtinues to .
battle the prairie dog. The pOlicyof the
Bureau of Sport Fisheries abd Wildlife
(now the Ll.S, Fish and Wildlfe Service),
when it carried out its control practices on
public land, was to avoid prairi>dog towns
where ferrets were believed to live. But it
Wasimpoasibleto know for sure,81absence
of ferret sign does not mean absolute ab-
sence of ferrets. ,
Prairie dogs are a real problem for ran- '

chers. John Davis, of the USFWSOffice of
Endang~red S~es, I'0ints out that as
long as Americans will ind~ir appe-

The black.footed ferret is .idenUfiable by its blllllk mllSk, fe
.lti~ll DOO4j-'i qv 'BUi.'ra& alij'bii !hW'iflyW9IV!8d HjNmaR andl.'l!.ilurl



,d~ferret?
tite for beef (200 lbs, per person per year)
we must take ranchers' needs into consid-
eration, and this may again involve some
control on federal lands leased for grazing.
Hesuggests that it is probably better to let
a government agency handle any poison- ,
ing that is done, to prevent abuses and to
check for ferret residents before a town is
poisoned. Use of the Ie;" lethal zinc phos-
phite, r.ather than 1080, should prevent
ferret deaths, resul ting from eating
poisoned prairie dogs.

Another potential problem is strip min-
ing of prairie dog .acreage, One solution, if
ferrets are auspected.in the doomed town,
would be to live-trap them and release
them-in a national park or some other pro- I

tected area. However, there is presently
little good ferret habitat (which must in- '
cludeprairie dog towns) in protected areas.

Seversl steps are being taken to proud
the ferrets. A, recovery team consisting of
experts on endangered species from the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management; the Na-
tional A.udubon Society; the South Dakota
Dept. of Game, 'Fish, and Parks; the U. S.,
Forest Service, the National Park Service,
and headed by Dr. Raymond Linder rl the
Fish & Wildlife Service, has been set up to '

.study the ferrets and make recommenda-
- tions-concerning critical habitat and man-
: agement problems .

. Captive breeding is a possibility, but
when an animal is very.rare, caution must».
be Uj,kenln usingwild specimens for. breed- .:

~

ing!eXperiments. Si¥ ferrets were captUred
.. 1971 and sent to the PatuxentWildlife, .

~ IWsearchCenter in Maryland to start a
breeding program, but four died of dis-
temper, leaving only two males. Patuxent
presently has five ferrets, hut last spring
the femsles failed to reproduce. Conrad
Hillman, ferret expert with the FW8, re- ,
cently returned from. Russia with 48
Siberian polecats, believed to be the closest '
living relative of the black.footed ferret.
These are now also at Patuxent, and will be
studied thoroughly before any massive
breeding experiments with ferrets them-
selves are attempted.

Anyone who sees a black-footed ferret in
Wyon;ringisaBked to write Dr. Clarkat Box
1330, Jackson, Wyo. 83001. .

TheblaCk.footedfe~etlsincistac'dveat)light,andm08teasUyobservedtbllJl.ItseyeB appear
bright green in a spodigbt. - ." r ' .,. .'

, , ¢ ,':"-:
, ~ .,. _ . f~' <'y;

"The black-footed ferret with its-brilliant markings 'of"
black and shades of brown has the grace and beauty of a
tiny tiger as it creeps through the grass of a prairie-dog .
town." . ',~ -

Faith McNulty, from -
Must They Die? The Strange Case of the

'Prairie Dog and the Black-Footed. Ferret
"

','.

teet, and tail·tip.
rte8JitUls.:'Fish>&'l.Wildlife Service

e
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PrairIe dogs are often aggressive in their behavior _rds fin:ets, and 8re I..... eDough to put I
up a good fight; 1il!id.6f'I" ~ol od ~bl'{()1t.:l:~aslaTf01
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Primitive dialog develops , .

Kaiparowits press conference forces .confrontation
by Rob Thompson

wAIlwEAl', ARlZ.- On January 10,
a well planned prell! cmfereilce sponsored
by the n8tion~s foremost environmental or-
ganizations erupted into a: rowdy confron-

. tation.
Tbe~ven~waed~gned to probethe need

and tb.e impacte of the _ive $3.5 billion
KaiparowitS- power prqjec:t. RePresente·.
tives ofhoth local and natl08a1 _s media
converged at the Wa:bweap Lodge near
Page, Ariz., to examine the growing con-
troversy involving K:aipsrowite and sev-
eral other large coal-fired power plante
witJPn the scenic canyon country of south-
emUtah.
. Conference sponsors included Canyon
Country, CoUncil, EnvironmentalOefense
Fund, Friends of the Earth, National Au-
dubon Society, Natiooal Parks and Con-
servation Association,. Sierra Club and,
Wildernese Society.

An aerial tour cI the plant site was fol-
lowed by lunch and informsldiscuBBions.
Then, as the mid.-sfternnon press confer-
ence began,' a group of nearly 100 angry
southern Utahns came inlOthe conference
room.

As Sierra Club p:eaident Kent Gill de-
livered the keynolll addreBB he was en-

, gulfed in jeei's and catcalls from the pro-
Kaiparowits Utalfns. GiI~ a junior high

_ sChoolteacher by prcI_ion, remained un-
flust2red as he described the p!"llCell!ionof

, 'power plante acrOBllthe Southwest.:". '
_ "Let,us know what itiswe'reascrificing

,ifwe-Ptthe na&nal-.acrifice area con-
cepthereinthe Southwest. We are surely
sacrificing a Bryce Canyon for a Las Vegas
strip, sacrificing a Canyon de Chelly for the
growth of a Los Angeles Basin, sacrificing"
a way of life for export d: electricity," Gill
said'

Rob Thompson rs an aetiva ~onser-
vationist from Salt Lake. City, Utah. After
experiencing the press conference de-
scribed in the article above, he told HCN:
"When viewed in perspective, the southem
Utahns 'with their ecmomic troublea are
like a thirsty man wbo askS for a glass of
water, but inslllad is tossed in a swimmiJig
pool. The multiplicity of problems created
by the solution is overwhelmiog.·

Photo by Jack, McLellan
J' -_

Me8nwhile, Kent Gill introduced the 15
member panel which included: -Jack O.
Horton, Assistant Interior Secretary;
David Brower, president of Friends of the
Earth; and representa tives of tbe En-
vironmental Protection Agency, Bureau of
Land Management, ana the California
Energy Resources, Conservation and De-
vel!lPment C~mmill!ion; ang authorities in
economiC.. bOtany, Jaw, ani! air quality,
For a,short time writer Edward Abbey sat
with the panel, but he left in search of his ,
eight-yeat-old daughter who was, appar-
en tly lost.' ,

coal.Asenvironmentalawarene8S~w,in heavy fire. Not only were environmen-
1971 the prqlosed plant site was lIloved' talistscritical of the Fourmile Bench prop-
from Wann Creek, a<ljacent to Lake Pow- osal, but so were severs! federal agencies,
ell, to a somewhat less visible site at N atjonal, Park Service Director Gary
nearby Nipple Bench Everhardt said, "Development' of the

Then, in 1973 Secretary of Interior Ro- Kaiparowits plant as presently planned
gers C.B. Morton rejected permits to eon- will cause serious air quality degradation
struct the power plant, for environmental in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
reasons. "The scenic beauty of its rugged andBryce Canyon Nations! Park. Such de--
Southwest landscape, coupled with the terioration is ininiical,to the purpose _, "
clarity .of the air in the, vicinity, are na-, which these were established by Con~
tional assets of major importance, worthy " .. ". ,
of protectiori for the enjoyment of future Environmental Protection Agency Reg-
generations of Americans," he said. ional Administrator John A. Green said,

Six days after Morton's announcement, llEPA has serious environmental reserva-
Utah Gov. Calvin Rampton and the Utah tions concerning approval of this project at
Congressional delegation met with the In- either the Fourmile Bench or Nipple Bench
terior Secretary urging that he reconsider sites.'
his decision. December proved to be an especially dis-

Later that year the plant site was moved couraging month for project supporters.
again. This time to Fourmile Bench - 35 California, under pressure of a Sierra Club
miles northwest of Lake Powell, but within petition, began to probe energydemand es-
site of Bryce Canyon National Park. timates, Southern Californta Edison had

forecast a 47% increase in per capita
energy use by its customers between 1977

, and 1985. San' Diego Gas & Electric had
forecast nearly a 100% increase between
1974 and 1985.Accoroing toCaliforniaRe-
sources 8scretary Clair Dedrick, "The fore-
casts are out of line willi proposed Califor-
nia conservation measUres.'"

MISGUIDED YEARS

Beyond the windows of the cooference
room lay the vast panorama of disten t
mesas, lonely buttes and the pink desert
sand, and also the deep water of Lake Pow-
ell and the long thin layer ofyellow·brown
smoke from the Navajo power plant.

Eloquently, David Brower spoke of the
"misguided years" when co~rvationi8ts .
accepted the damming of Glen Canyon to
save Echo Parkfroma dam; and when they Meanwhile, OJ; the east side of the
pushed nuclear and coal 'allIlmatives to ,Kaiparowita Plateau,'the southern Utsh
save the Grand ~anyon from demming. residen te of Kane and Garfield Counties
HOping thaj: through, the mistakes of the were battling with environmentaliatsover
past "e have learned about limits to the prOposed Trans-Escalante Highway.
growth, Brower then observed "economic Many local people thought the new high- These events, coupled with the an-
growth as noW pr8ctjced is a sophisticated way would increase tourism. The Sierra' nouncement of new air qtrality studies by
device fOr'Bt2aling fi'om our childnin.· C1~band Escalanlll Wilderness Committee, the National Park Service, led to the De-

"Webaveleatned that there are asmany want2d wilderneBB designation for t1>eEs-' ,cember 31 ahnoonceinent of a one-year ,
ways to save"electricity l\S to use it"and the., calanlll area; . ' delay in the Kaj.paro.vitsI'rqject. Southern
one effective, iminediate, and ethical solo:' Back at Fotirmile Bench, optimism was California' EdiB<iri,blsmed "objections by
tiontOthe energy crisislsnot,'asPreaident rekin'dled by-the energycri8js. In the environmental' groups and lengthy ap-
Ford would have-it, strength through ex-, springof1975'itseemedKaiparowitswasa proval proCesses" for the setback. In reo
hau8ti'oD, but. energy consery~tion/' sure thing. tOcal newspapers announced sponse to a question at the press confer-.
Brower said. ' . tb:e signing of a contract with Westing· ence, however, Brower predicted that

As Brower attempted to describe ways of . house for the plant's generators. economics would stop Kaiparowits.
conserving energy, heckling from the pro-. But, while the Kane County Commis- "BURN ENVmONMENT ALI~' ,
teaterS.gr-eW intense., He had to pause and sioners were calculating how to spend the
'ask, those· who did not llgree with him to' '$25 million inpropsrty tex'the plant would The demonstrators waved signs Y
allow Iiiilltofmish his remarks. Thec,ateal.', g",nerate, '!Conomic troubles faced the ,read: "Save Oil, Burri Environmentaliatii,"
ling cOntinued. utilities. The Ss!t River Prqject drqlped ·'Utah for Kaiparowits," "Nipple Bench or

Events prior to the Januliry meeting had out of the consortium. This left" Southern BIl',',t;"_and''When you stop the world -:- get
probably caused the- southern Uta:bns', California Edison with a 40% inlllrest, San off! Though the press conference remamed
frustrationandantegonism. Huge coal de- Diego Gas & Electric with 23.4%, and" onthevergeofc?,,~s.mOBt.oftheaflllrlHlOn,.
posite under the Kaiparowite Plateau and Arizona Public Service with 18%. There- a somewhat pnmltlve dlBlog developed.
thecreationofLakePowellatnearbyGlen maining 18.6% power output is still un- ,Unemploymentsurf~edasaprJmarycon-
Canyon fostered the fIrst power plant prq>- committed. cern of locals., Pan'lhst Hank Hassell, one
ossI in 1962. Through the '60s legal ar- Last september the draft environmental southern Utahn who ,'s also a SIerra Cluh
rangements wrre made for the water and impaCt statfment on Kaiparowits drew (Continued on pagMl,~,gl"
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A SEPARATE BATTLE



• TIfOet LRT-8E4-V2

Kolporowlts. . .
(Continued from page 10)

member, said that Kane and Garfield
Counties have only about 260 people who
are unemployed. The Kaiparowits plant
and underground mining complex would

•

employ 3,135 people durmgfull operation,

At the urging of the press corps, Kent
,Gill invited Kanab Building contractor
Gary COl< and Kane County Commissioner
Sterling Griffiths to speak on behalf of the
demonstrators.

"It's very difficnlt to raise 'a family on $3
to $5 80 hour," Cox saki. "1 challenge any-
onehere to fmd a more desolate area in the
whole world."

Griffiths said that more jobs were
needed, not only for the unemployed, but
for former residents of the area who would
like to return if employ men twas available.
He sam the developers had promised to es-
tablish training programs and hire 'loS
many Utahns as possible." "

When a New York 'rimes reporter
, asked' what would happen if (he consor-
ti;:'m··failed to keep its promises, Grjffiths
said, ('We (the Kane County Commission-
ers) would deny them a .building permit."

Griffiths charged that environmen-
talists were "brainwashed'~' and insisted
that the b;"efits froy{. power planf de-
vetopment would more than .offset any
damage to the" environme'nt. Aside from
jobs, benefits would include the upgrading UNDERGROUND ·TAR SAND EX-
of· education and services because of in- . PERIMENT. Federal engineers are bum-
creased property taxes. jng tar sands underground to produce oil

As'the stormy session drew to-a close, near, Vernal, Utah. The experimental'
Jack O. Horton, Assistant Interior Secret' Energy Research and Devetopment Ad-
'I1"yfor'Land and Water Resources stated, ministration prQject has p.lxluced only 50
"The department has no position regarding barrels of oil after four weeks of burning. If

- Kaiparowits ~tthis time." A decision on pe;nected, however, the process could help
the project is expected by April from In- reach large quantities of oil in tar sand
terior' Secretary Thomas Kleppe. deposits too deep for commercial mining,, ,

. (

HEAIUNGS SLOW COLSTRIP. State J8IdO,l976 8jgh Caanl:rY N... ll
Jlel'd!l&" have ~ded a year to ~ ~~- NEW WYO;-MlNE-MILL. ,Anew--l,OOO
ble for completmg two generatl)lg unitS at - '." . 'll' tiD
C I

. M t. ord' to M tan ton·per .....y uramum mmHIU opeI'l! D,
o str,p, on,,~, ~ on a . lanned ~ Bear Creek 65 mil· 1lIII'th.

Power Co. An engmeer for the company's p ,or, " _ lllI
said that the ftvecompmiesproposingCoI. east ~fC~, Wyo. Equal p_ers m the
strip Unit. 3 and Iiwouldn't have commit- mult1-lJ~Jll,oD dollar ,venture, are, ~kY
ted $20 million to the project if they had Moun~ ED';'IlYCo. ~ M~ Power Co.
received a negative response when they 'IhemillsentireprodwtiOQwillbesentto

, fIrst discussed their propoSal with state of. Southern C~f'on\ia. Edieon Co: aDl. San
flci8iainMayl97;1.~Wy4ivedaysofhear. Diego <?asam Eleetric Co. Th:emmewillbe
i!1llshave,already been held, primarily on open pit,
air and water ieeues, and at least 8JlO~ ,
silt weeks or two months of hearings are UTAH POWER APPROVED.

PLAINSMENFll.E .SUIT. The United expected, according to a repOrt in The Mia. DesulfurizatiQn eqUipment will not be re-
Plainsmen of North Dakota have' filed suit sO,ulian. Potential Witnesses ninnber 1~. quired of Utah Power & Lillbt Co. f\lI' its
against the North Dakota Water Commis- three new power pllint units in Emery
sion to prevent the commission from issu- SOLAR DOLLARS MAKE JOBS; A County, Utah. The Utah Air Conseryiltion
ing additiona\. water permits for energy 'Montana state prqp-am p-oviding grante ·Committeedetei'minedtiuitf1uegaadesu!·
development in the state. The Plainsmen, for· research into solar, Wind, 80d other furization was "not1'8alllDllbleor p-actica-
an agricultural.el)vironinental group, forms of alternati.ve energy is resulting in ble," according to a report in the q Illet
asked for a permanent injunction until the new, dean, small mdustries coming to the News. The unite would meet nlltional am-
court receives certified copies of both 'a state.·Jerry Plunkett, director <!the Mon· bient air standards if they use low sulfur
short and a long term comprehensive plan ' tans Energy and MHO Research and De-' coal, a Utah officiaJ said. But an Environ-
for u~, of water and related land ,resources. ~elopment Institute, Inc:, says a'dozen re- mental Protection Agency air quality staff
The plan is to be.developed by the water. 'search arid development firms are consid- member predicts the units may emit
commission8Od the state engineer, The e~ing moving to the state to take ~dvan- enOUgb, pollutants to violate the nOll Qe..
'water commissiol) is now considering re- tageof.theprogram,accordingtoTb,eMia. gradation requirement of the Clean Air
questsforwaterforfourgasification'pl8Ots soulian. A state law seta aside 2'h'1"of the Act AdOS'! the bor~r in WYJlming at
and at least three electrical generating coal tax' for research into alternative, re- ~L'sNaughtonplant, stateofficialasay.
plants. The water commission provoked newable energy prqjects. About $1.7 mill- sulfur contr)lls will be nec:elB8ry to mset
the Plainsmen by placing, a ahort-term ion is eXpected to be availabJefor the prog- Wyoming's !.?Ugh stete s~s. UP&L
moratorium on future water permits which ram during the budget period ending JUDe has med a lawsuit againSt the state _k-
did not include pending applications, 30, 1977,. ' ~ judicial review of the standard ..

, ,• GRASSLANDS STRIPPABLE. An
amehdment which implies that strip min-,
ing could take place in Wyoming's Na-
tionar Grasslands, which are administered '
b:Y the U.S, Forest Service, has passed as
part of the House version of the coal leasing
bill. The amendment also asks sta(.e gover-
nors, to watchdog decisions to inine these
federal lands, The amendment states that
the goveroor of a state in which strip min-
ing' i a to take place on any part of the na-
tional forest system must be notified and
given'OO days to respond. If the governor
objects to the striPPing, the fede,ill gov-
ernmeIit'Will wait while the governor pre-
pares I:1iscase. Atthe end of six months, the
Secretary of 'Interior aball recqnsider his

, original decision, the amendment says.
~ECHLER SUPPORTS FARKS. Rep.
Ken Hechler (D-W.Va.)succesefully added
an amendment to the House federal coal
leasing bill which specifi .... that coal min-
ing will not be allowed in 80y area of the
National Park System, the National Wild·
life Refuge System, the National Wilder-
ness System, the National,' System of
Trails, and the Wild and ScenIC RiversSys-
tem, including study rivers. Although In·
terior has indicated no plans to lease these,
areas; former Asst Interior Secretary Jack
Carlson recently criticized withdrawing
them ",om mining. (See HCN, 1-16-76)

, _PROTE<;TlNG THE PIPELINE. Hechler's ameridment was promPted by
""ousands of-rJiilitary men are fighting a 'Carlson's speech. Another House commit-,
"'Jack Frost '76" war game in defense of the tee is preparing a more comprehensive bill

, $6,3 billion trans-Alaska pipeline. Field of-
ficers insistthe game is aimed primarily at protecting the areas. The bill ps8Sed the
training troups for arctic warfare, Iiut a ' HoliseJan.21;,theSenatehasnotyetacted

. on it.
key objective is a hypothetical defense of pu..m LIG""'" STE'AL''GAS. Upto·50%
'the pipeline being built" according to the n'",'
Associated Press, The U,S, will ,thus be of all natural gas Sold in the U.S. for cook-,
prepared for either foreign or fnner'BIlbv,er-, Jng stoves is wasted each year by pilot
sive "Monkey Wrench Gangs" who might, lights, according to a New York State Pub·
threaten the nation's oil-carrying lic Service Commission report quoted in
"I" j' ". Conservation News.

ue lRe·fJg£lt{ ITODSJJ.CHJC!OU} W~'I!) 8JiWO"mqlB.l1 iTO J:fi9;'!19;j".f).)B :t3-sqml,
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ROYALTY RETURN RAISED. The U,S,
House passed the federal coal leasing bill
with two amendments spon!\lOredby Rep.
Teno Roncalio (D-Wyo,) ,which are de-
'signed to help his state'and other energy
exporting states' cope with impact, The bill
would increase royalties on all federal min-
ing to 12.5% and return 50% of that to the
states wliere the mineral is produced. A
portion of ~e money could be used by the
states for imp'!Ct aid. Therestisear!)larked,
for schools 80d roads. "W yaming is willing
to do its share to help the'nation solve its
energy problems,".Roncaiio told the House,
But the nation must do its share to .help
Wyoming meet the impact; he said, The
administration wan,ted to drop the royalty
td,fIve percent. A conference committee of'
House and Senate memb,ers will prepare

, the bill for the President.

TEXACO ANNOUNCES GASIFICATION PLANT
Four yearsof'specu\ation ended for Powd ... Riv...Bum, WYO.. reRlmtlJ

tbia week when TexacO', InC., anno1UlC8ll its plans for a demoaetra&icin
gasification plantoear ~I!eSmet. Texacohadplirehaaed water~tlJat
thereaervoir in 18'13~eilauch to 8Upply amlljor incbull;yof_eldDd-
but had not revealed ita intentiona until now.,The planUs contIqeBt,upoii
Congre8.sionafflJDdiDg and uP\1n its selection by the Eoergy BelSlIl'I1hand
Development Administration (ERDA). The capltalblveatment for thel'!ant

, could, be about $230 million; aCcording to Teueo, and half of the money
would come from ERDA. .'
The other three firms partjeiPa,t\ng in the v.tlJre 8l'8 Montana.Dakota

Utilities Co., Pacific Gsa and Elecll'ic Co., and Najurlil Gsa Pipeline Co. 01
, America; which is a 8Ub~iary of Peoples Gils Co. The conslrUction f_
could equal between 1,IlOOand 2,000 Worker& A coal mine that woa1d he
opened near the plant would require a.orl< force of approzlm .... y 80
people. .' . ". .
The powder Rivllf Basin ResoUl.'Ce COuncil lisa gone on rieord oppooriDg

_ilie project, saying it would bring 5;000 people into the area, because of
associBted service positions, and 4,000 ofth_ wouldleavl! after the plaDtis
built.-Tbe co11-J1cl!hsa taken a slrong position advocating nportiJIg coal to

-where. it' would be used for elee.lricity ratlier than converting' it in the
r~gion. Phalli, looking west over L~e DeSmet, by Tom BelL

h,ns'lSl£W SfU "!-01,gbs,m9.':!9Wgfrf~ms~fm-'1_ I~ ~Iro..-"--,.c.~_--~
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Region's -1'eQ'islators. tacfde conservoflon problems
by Gleil DOdge . do all our drilling in other states. ... There IDAHO streams in North Idaho. Tile committee

i. no wily we can cootin"" to·survive the ~mbers exempted f10uth Idaho' because
A hundred years ago. an Eastarn writer uncertain, unstable and u"!'ooc;erned polito Last year. the Idaho legislature passed a much of the Snake River's water is used for

said. "The '~8nd resource. <! Colorado ical ,!nvironment we have been experienc- land-usabill that. according to Andros, agriculture, said Rep. Yard Chatburn" "'\
exist in the imagination. The·agricultural ing·oflate .... Independents may well end "aimply requires local authorities to plan (R-Albion). -chairman of the committee. ..J
reaources do noteziSt at all" . .. upon theendBngered specie. list." for the future." This year. Andru •• ubmit- "I don't want to show my grandchildren .

Gov: Dick Lainm. in· his Colorado- -' The first item oil Lamin·.·ll'gislative list ted tbreemore land use billa. One would let the Snake River bed." replied Rep. Ralph·
centsnnial ''Statl. of the Stste" tnl!s8age, was a plant .itingi>ill that ~'would conai.t local gdvernments set up their own defini- Wheeler. R-AmeriCaa Falla -.
pointBI oilt lhat a goIg l'II8h. an agricUl. of a permit system for any major new coal tionsof·.ubdivisions; another would re- Some legislators oppose minimum
tur8l rush, a ~ioo'rwD, .and·now.a- or gas power plant, for any .nuclear. or quire land use planning for prqjects that stream flow because they feel it would take
rush on Colorado'. other naturalreaiurCea ·'U1"lIIlium' enrichment plant, and for any would affect a -region. rather thanjust a: ~way·some existing water rights. Fere<lay
all·iB<Iicatethat u-e observamons were' I1lcility Involving coal. ga.ificat·iOn. oil locality; and the third would provide state SaYS the ICL favor. the legislation pro-
IIODlllWtIatle8lilhanaiccurale.Heaskedthis .shale, or geothennal power,"·That, eaaen· finances and advice to local governments vided it i'doe. not interfere with prior
Ieglalature;-to limit thesiate·. industrial- tially. would give the ..etate a say about who ask for them. . rrights, but treats water as the limited reo
growtli;.> ~ impose higher taXes on those where power companies put their generat- The additional bills are necessarY, An- source it is. • Minim.Um .tream flow legi.la-
who'dig up its !"inerafs; and to encourag& ing and transmitting facjlitie., and druB .,,-id. :'to encourage and expand tion; said Andru~. "is not just some
the residerits to cooeerve wllat they have' . agriculture'. role in Idaho's economy; to environmentalist's dream, but a genuine
left.. prevent encroachment on agricultural necessity,"
InIdaho, Gov· Cecil D. Andrus said that land; and to pr<>tectand conserve ourfertile

Idaho's residents "would not sacrifiCe our soil .. , .Those who·seek to repeal (the exist-
natur81 rellllUl'Cll. fei- mindless eConomic ing) law are either mi.informed or are de-
development. . , .They areconcenied about liberately trying to mislead the public." Andrus also asked that the fmes for air
Dew SOunlllBofenergy and that new energy - The Idaho Conservation League (lCL) and water polluters be increased to a max-
sources be DOD·polluting.: lists land use planning as its top lobbying imum of $1,000 ·per day. Last year, the

Lilre Lamm·•• Andrus' propoeai. gu"'8D- priority for this ..... ion. Itwants a land.use Idaho Association of Gommerce and lndus- '
teed that legislators will spend a major law that will allow theresidents of a city or try (lACI) supported stifTpenaities so that
part of the present seBSions arguing over county who are affected by a development the state could assume from the federal
energy policy, natural resources. and en· in an acljacent city or county to·petition for Environmental Protection Agency author-
vironmental protection. Idaho and Col: hearings. It also wants to tighten the defin- ity over waste water discharge penn its.
arEa are the major frCl1ts where envirml- ition of s~bdivisions So that five-acre !lran_, This year, says Leo Bodine, presiden t of
menial battles will befoughtin .tate legis- chettes" now exempt would be included in the lACI, the organization, may try to
laturesofthe Northem Rockie. during. the the land-use law. The jerriencyof the pres- ~abolish the Health .and WelfarePLANNING. Marme Boylan, .taff . . . . .
present sessions. -Lesser skinnishes are ti'a ent law, says leL's lobbyist Jeff Fereday, Department's division of environment,m ..... ber of the Idaho Conservation . .
.haping up in WyomiQg.' L~gue. Land u.;, planning is the "has led to costly sprawl deve1opmep.ts on which enforces the antipollutioll .laws.
'- Here is a.state-by-'state look at leg;.sla- agricultural lands." .. That is because industry presently mustgroup's ·top priority for this legisla· d ,_~ al
tive proposals for the area:" , . Another issue in this se.ssion is answer both to the,state an l~er gov-tive session. >'. • • •

miI~imum stre.am flow. For several y~rs, . ernments. Bodine says. __I
the )elPsl~ture .hasconsid~red and rejected Andrus made no r:nention of a plant sit-
proposals which require that enpugh water ing bill- a measure that is one of the ICUs

. be left .in. streams to lllaintain fish and top priorities; 'it is opposed ~y li\CI. It IS
wildlife. Such legislation could also ensure likely that such a m~asur;~ will be iJ).tm-
sufficient flows th.rough -dams-te produce duc:ed;it is al.SOlikely that it.:won't get ~ar --J"

since the AP ~urveyfound 65% of the legt:f
lators to be against it. -- -

Rep. Beverly Bistline (D-Pocatello) says
she will introduce a bottle bill similar to
the one proposed in Colorado. The ICL,
says Fereday, believes such a measure is
necessary. Beve~age dealers say it wou~d
create unnecessary expenses.

As in Colorado, Andrus proposed tax de-
ductions: for hom~ insulation ..But he went
further and a.ked that those who use solar
or geothermal energy toheat aild cool their
homes beexempteeLfrom property taxes on
the devices. The state, ha said, may use
geothermal energy for buildings in the
Capitol Mall,- and it was looking into the
possibility of using solar or geothermal
energy for office buildings to be co.n-
structed in Lewiston, Idaho Falls, or
Pocatello.

°COLORADO
. The chief en';iron:';'~ntsl measures d~al . ,
,,'!,th recI..;~ng ~ wunaged hy mi~ing, whether such facilities were needed at all.
p~'/!Jt~it.~J,l'P~a;~ver~cetaxo'.'.mme:: -.Montana and Wyoming already have sit-
als.... , . ing acts. " . .

While Lamm did not set a SpeCifICfi?"re A measure that ,*eady has created cOn,
for the severance tax. he did ask th~t It be troversy in the legislature is the mining

. applied. to grps. rather than net ....come : reclamation bill. Colorado's present law
from" mineral sales. Democrats In the covers reclamation of surface land dis-
House already have submitted a bill t\1at _turbed by coal. sand. gravel, and limestone
would levy a four per cent tax on 1l1'os. operations. A bill introduced by Rep.
sales, to apply only to the largest coal and Chuck Howe (D·Boulder} would for the
metallic mines. However. only those oil IU'Bt time cover all !!Urface mining opera-
andgas wells that produce leBS than 10 tion. _ including metal •• oil shale. hydroelectric power, ICL says,
barrels a dar: - about five per cent of the uranium, molybdenum. and proepectinj: - ,A survey by the Associated Press (AP)
state'. prod~cere - ~uld be exe~pted. and surface effectsofunderground mining. showed that 41% of the legislators favor
(Mon1ana, WIth Ibe hJghestcoai tax m the . Lamm said he wanted mining .ites to be _ minimum stream flow legislation, 39% op-
reg;on,. has a .30% ~v~ ~x on most "fully reclaimed after mineral extraction." pose it. and the rest are undecided. An in-
coal at Its eellmg pnce. m addItion to a 5% 'rhe Colorodo Open Space Council (COSC), terim legislative committee haa recom-
"gross proceed." taL) an environmental or!l!'llization, .ubmitted . mended that such legislation be enacted for

Colorado Republicans ganerally support 16 amendments to Howe's bill, proposing
a severance tax. but argue that it should be greater state control over miD,ing and more
applied to net income, not gr"",,-,,Lamm's environmental protection, The CF&I Steel
proposal· was to apply the tax on gross Co. of Pueblo offered 11 amendments, ask-
sales, and to funnel partof1herevenue into ing that·the bill be limited to .urface min-
a "special fund to help communities in oil' ing and that the Reclamation Board be de-
shale •.coil\, and.mineralll\"ll~ pay some of nied the authority' to forbid mining on
the costs aseociated with the expansion in specific land.. .

Harris Sherman. director of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resource., has proposed
also covering off-site milling operations.
As the bill is writt .... it applies to. milling

. oper"atiOns at the mine, but not· those in
o.!her locatiOns. Sherman says milling may
disturb more surface land than associated
mining.

these industries. " The governor al",! called for: mandatory
The Democrats' bill did not include a deposits on cans and .bottles so they could

provision to return money to the com·- berecycled;thecreationofarecyclingdis-
'munities, but Rep. Paul Brown (D.Grlind. trict 'in the benver metropolit'an area;

Junction) has prepared an amendment to grlints and tax incentives for people to in-
.do so, and several influential Republicans sulate their homes;· the development of
said such a provision was necessary to win codes to enstire that new buildings meet
their support of any severance tax meas- cmservation s1andards; and a program to
ure. insulate all state buildings.

R. H. Prewitt Jr .• president of the Inde- In additio~. Lamm asked the legislature
pendent Petroleum ASsociation of the' toappomta solarandenergyconservatlon
Mountain States. said. "Colorad~';interest coor<jinator" ap.d to forbid the erection,of
will not be attended to, nor it. revenues buildings that would block the s~n's rays
increased ifweareforcedtoshutwellsand from a home that hod solar heatmg., , , j

. I·
For information on environmental

!~ion. in Colorado. contse:t:. .
I{. pdl1~lll\I\~CllI\nQ!; 1"326;
D~rliwa~e-St~eet. Denver. Colo .•

I -80204, Phol).e: .(303) 573·9241 ...

For information 'on environmental
legislation in Idaho, contact:

Idaho Conservation· League, Box
844. Boise, Idaho, 83701. Phone: (208)
345-6933.

LOOKING AT COAL LAWS. WYom.
ing Sen. John Turner <H.·No. Lincoln.
Sublette, and Teton) .uspects the
state's 18-year.old coallea.ing laws
need .revision. Wyoming has leased
over ~a million acres for coaL That's
six times the acreage under federal
lease ff?r coal.

r .-

COST OF POLLUTING TO RISE?

WYOMING

The Wyoming legislature this year holds
only a 20-day budget session,and is prohi-
bited from considering non -budget bills u n-
less two-thirds of the mel)lbers of either
house-want to consider them.

The' Governor's Committee on Capital
.Improvements for Higher Education has
suggested that art eX\lOrt tax be levi~d on
electric power generated in Wyom,ing
which is used in other states. It also has
recommended an increase in ~e severana?\
tax on coal, trona, and uranIum. ~ /

The Powder River Basin ResourceS'" .
Council (PRBRC) and t\1e Wyoming Out-
doo.r Council (WOC) are trying to raise
$6,930£or lobbying in favor of anotlier type
of export law. John Enger, president of the
Wyoming Outdoor Council (WOC), wants
an export policy act that would permit a .

.plantto he OOil1:only ifa company can show

(Continued oIi page 14)
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.Gov .. lamm ~supports."wild Dolores
• H :," '-. - .--' •

SNOWMOBILE BAN CRmCIZED .
Snowmobilers armed ';"ith 1.121 signatures on petitions met.rlth Glacier

.National Park sup";;intendent Phillip R. Iversen to protest closure of the
park to. their machines. according to the HuNGRY HORSE NEWS. The
·gr:OnP said cr08s-eountry.skiers tnay also adverse1Y' alrootwiJdl!te, "alic!. to .
·be fair they should be banned as welL'! Iversen told the snowmobilers he
. would """onsider·the ban fOr nest winter; bl,It the polley slood fastfo" nO"'~"
He reported that ~ researcher was looldDil into the imp8ct of skiers iii. th.e
park. Meanwhile, the snOWlDobifersare working closely with the. adjacent
Flathead National Forest where an envir.omnentaJ impact statement is .
being prepared on snowmobile use in thefo..e..t, according to the HUNGRY
HORSE NEWS. . . .

Public llOIIIJDi,ntis now beiDg _plied On a prapossl todesipate theDalores Riverin,
Colorado asafederaJ wild and icem.river. ADin~atudy:'tesm whicIulmwupa

'. drsftenv.&cnm8ntaJ~impBCtstatementOB thepr..,oaai is _mending that 106 miles .
of the &lores be·protected. Collli'8ilOGov. Dick Lamm is backing 140 miles of river
ptotec:tion ~'including a section cfthe West DoIores.... ..' .',
.<3onServation groups are calling for p-otection of the entire 250 miles of river system.

.They oppose the river ~gment approach taken by. thefederaland state pv~t.
''We feel-that mer'systems and their eCotones do not .top,allLtstart at-.jOtat,e9I',0~
political lines. A river is a unit and should he studU!d' as sucb,",88Y the ·pClnPB·"'J" ...
Mony local businessmeu·aud residents are calling tor-Ill wild river because they,fear

loss of properly rights. They also fear wild river status will jeopoudiae the'proposed
McPhee Dam. State and federal officials have assured the residents that protecting the
river'asprapoeed willl10thanu private prqlerty or chanees for getting the dam built.
The censervation gtmipS are. taking a hands.oll' policy'on thedam. While .they've

included thedam site in theirriverproposal they say: ''Support for wild and scenic river
protection for the Doloresdoes notconstitute opposition to the proposed McPhee Dam ...
.Conservationists maintain tha~'theprq>Osed prqject and wild and scenic river designs-
tion can be compatible."
Commenta are due Fe6. 17. Send eemmenteer requests for more information to: Don

Bock. BUreau d' Outdoor Recreation, Mid-Continent Region. P.O. Box 25387, Denver
Federal Center, Lakewood, Colo. 80225. Also refer to Wgb Country News Sept. 26,
1975; page 8 for more information.

\ '

Gorne & Fish.oppose Teton. expcmsion
• , - • • • J - -

The W;oming Game and Fish Gommission has voiced its unanimous oppositicm to
any tjn1:her eXpansion of Grand,Teton National Park boundaries. With mere than 16%
.0fTeto"County, Wyo.; currently administered by the National ParkServi<e and only
onepercentinprivateownership;-theCommissionsaid. "EDOugh-iseDougIJ.!We~t
endorse fuMber encroaclimeilt. ..•• The Commission sail. "Park Service pbiloaopjries'
are preservation-onented .. : .It has been our experience that ... (park) ccin1;rcl has more
'often meant restricting recreational opportl!-nities, especiallY as regards hunting and
fishin'g." Park $uperintenl\ent Robert Kerr ~s extended the Tetoncbouudary study for
another six men ths because of the degree of public interest.. The study is now scheduled
to be compl~ in OctAlber .

• ' Mo~t. Su.bdivi'ders brovghtto sta~dstill~ . .

The business,of subdividing land for developmentis almost at ~standsti11 in Gallatin
County, Mont., according to the Billings Gazette. ~o years ago, developers were
splitting up to 5,000 acres a month into sman tracts. Tougher subdivision' laws and a
downturn in the economy ha\(e brought the. halt; planners say.

Town of Obsidian faces condemnation
)

The Sawtooth National RecreatiOll Area in central Idaho is seeking to condemn the
tiny toWn of Obsidian and other "mncomforming land uses" in the area. A group of
landowners in Obsidian have flied suit challenging the SNRA's right to force them to
sell out and are seeking an injui1ction on COIldemnation proceedings. The SRNA has
bee~ trying to get landowners to agree to sell or exchange their properly. but some
re81dents don't want to moire. After the-BNRA was set up in 1972. Ohaidiail was zoned
- "agricultural" to maintain scenic values. . ' -: -

Pollufion forces Kennecott c1osl:Jre
Air stagnation in the Sal tLake City area forced Kennecott CoPper C~rp ..to shut.down

its giant Magna smelter on Jan. 22. Pollution levels for sulfur dioxide'were the highest
ever recorded in Utah at the smelter site around the time of the. shutdown.·Kennecott
was back in partial operation by Jan: 24 as the "I'eather cleared. Total dollar I~ due. to
the shutdown was estimated at.over·$1 million. Kennecott air sample~ registered the
pollution before the state did ..The state's 'warning system isbased on 24-houraverage· ... BoostersQf the proposed Transpark road through Bighorn Canyon NlltionalRecrea-
·concentrations. ..- 'lion Area in Wyoming and Montana won a ms,jor court victory last wee\<. Two environ-
.-~ __ ,-,-~,--,--"- __ ;,,,,- -"-':-'--,"-'--_-+---'_-_-'---i' ~~ntal.grolips asked U.s. District CourtJu~ James F. Battin ,to issue a permaneiit

'PUPFISH'IN COuRT -i 1l\Junci,?" on road truction. but instead Battin lifbld the existing temporary in·
The' V;,8.;S\lpreme C-ouri '.hilS • jubction thus allowing struction to begin.T1ie groups - the .M'!D

tanll
Wi\derDeSS

been asked to ruw if one cirttie . AssOciation.aDd the Montana Wildlife Filderation - al... asked'JUdge Battin toNle
woHd',; rarest fish hlis !'lepi right· j:hat the environmental impact atatem!!Dton the fjret 9.6mile segment o(,liighwayw~
&oelds&; 'l'he DeviI'slloiepupfiSh is i~equate. Again •.Battm disa~ orith·the conservationists. The ~ road
foo.1M!,in otily one p9l>i in.Dllath. 'wouldClit through scenic land 1"'hichis'valuable foritaarcbeologicalsites,.c.nser-
.V-aueyBnd the ]>00118~lowly ~ vationista. f~ the. toad cou1d de8trqy these values.' • . - < '.~'5;=~~=Er="'"·.··Ala'skdwotf eXterri;i~~tion 'ban' ~ught
. ml!ining pupfish was about 700 ,;. , .' . . . '.
but Ito ... theI'\l are,otily ZlI4 left: '!be The Alaska Boani. of Game is cciili:l.iJcting wolf'and mOlllieprediltor-prey studies by
fec!.eral government. obtained' ail killing off all the ~Ives iii80me game units ond oaiy part of the wolves in others. A
injunction on the ..pumping and coalition of c<Dservative groqps led by DefendersofWild1ife vieWs this research as
won in lower co .... t. Now the well "clandestine and 'illegal'" wolf slaughter. The coalition has flied suit to tilock the
owner. Francis Cappaert; backed continuation of the aerial wolf hunt on public lands
by several 'western suites, is' asking . Overhunting, hard winters. and wol:ves have reduced certain Alaska moose herds,
that the order be overturned. In game commissioner James W. B,rooks told the Washington Star. The wolfkill is to see
1952 President Harry S. ~m, what happens when there are no wolves to hunt the moose. Initially the V.s. Fish and
established the po."1 as a national Wildlife Service 'was participating in the exPeriment, but when the conservation
monument under the Antiquities organizations threatened to sue for lack of an environmental impact statement, federal
Act. Cappaert's attorney says a support was withdrawn. Defenders of Wildlife, in a letter to Alaska Gov. Jay S.
nsh does not qualify as an anti- I!ammond. said, "Thewolfcannot be considered the culprit in the decrease of the moose;
quity. in fact, he should be considered part of'the solution, left alone to carry out his purpose in
Photo of pupf'18h copyrighted hy the wild .... Thewolfmustnotbeviewed as a competitor of man, but as a component of '

Ann and Myron Sutton. P.rinted in all nature." This is the second year that Alaska has attempted to initiate a wolf control
HCN with permission. program. Last year's proposal was stopped when D~fenders and other groups filed a

. lawsuit. '

Road .a~lowed thr~ugh .Bighorn C~nyon

,
I ,
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byJdmG.MitcbeIl,SlerraClubBooks._
S.. FranclBCO, 1975. $.95. bard cov....
2Z7paps. '.

Review by Peter Wlld

,N_sweek. he'. worked 'with -an
environmentalist's eye in such varied
places as Southern CalifQl'llia, Staten I&-
land,Minnesota, andGallup,N.M. Muchof
the book results fl'OlDa recent tour on
which 'he revisited his-former haUnts. He
explains' the hard facts; the- how's and
why's of the ecoIogicai changes that took
place inhisabsence. On ajournalistic 181(el
he does a supreme jQbriguiding the reader
,through sucl\ clIDplexities as the politics,
f"mancea, and water wastage that are mak-
'ing King County, Calif., one of the richest
agricultural regions in the nation. Its sue-
celli, however, may well tum the area into
.a desert' for the children of those presently
reaping the prriifS. Right now, "The illu-
sioJ;lof awD!lance is everywhere," M,tchell
ccmments, standing in the middle of bright
green. expanses of alfalfa, sugarbeets, lmd
wheat.
There.are severall1ies in the ointment,

BOIIsters of King County ani meeting the
challenge of plummeting water tables by
drilling deeper wells and demlll)l!ingwater
fr<m oiher counties. In addition, the water

. they have is laden with salts which fonn a
crust of sterile alkali in the soil. The pres-
enttrickistodumpmore salty water lIDthe
f"lelds. in order to keep the alkali layer
flushed down to a level beneath therootsof
crops. Unfortunately, the morewater used,
the faster the salts accumulate in the
ground. It's a 'game which this generation
might win; future generations will lose it
for sure.
BeYD/ld the facts, however, Mitchell's

greatest tslent lies in his focus on what
shol't-sighted approaches are doing to the
spirits of the people who must live with·
them. In population, GRiiup ranks
eleventh 'qf New Mexico's cities. One of its
recen t public accomplishments is a new
jail, the-largest in the stste. Financially,
Navajos from their, nearby reservation
provide the city's lifeblood. On weekends
. they f'i6&d iil1:D toWh to spend'their 'money.
They get drunk in large numbers. Over the

Or Mitchell shows .us Staten Island,
where he once lived, a lastnatural refuge of
fields and woods in the New York City
area, He introduces us to Herbert Gericke,
an organic farmer. For years Gericke has WATER FOR INDUSTRY
fought subdivisions of ticky-tacky houses, I Hearings on a proposed reservoir which
freewa)$, and pollution that blighted his could provide water for major coal de-
crops. Now part of his farm is within the velopment prqjects in Wyoming will be
Absolute Kill Zone surrounding nearby held in February. Comments on the
storage tanks of Jiquefied natural gas. docuinent describing the project, "Draft
That's the zone, ..... where everything goes Environmental Impact Statement for the
poof if one of the tanks blows up." Two Proposed Reservoir <n the Middle Fork of
years ago a tank farm some miles away the Powder 'River," are due March 10. Ap-
from Gericke's organic farm exploded, kil- proximately half (25,000 acre feet) of the
ling 40 workmen. Gericke is 80; he's tired water to be stored is controlled by Carter'
of fighting. Oil Co., a subsidiary of Exxon, mid by At-
Jackboots and midnight raids, as frigh- lantic Richfield Company. Both corpora-

tening and as dramatic as they might be, do' tions have large coal leases in the Powder
not form the .essence of totslitarian rule. River Basin, but have no "firm plans" for ~
Lack of choice does. MitclieU is suggesting tile water yet. The reservoir site is 12 miles
that our brand of technological, laissez- west of Kaycee, Wyo. Hearings will be in
faire totalitarianism may be worse than Buffalo, Wyo., Feb. 24 at 7 p.m, in the
what wl! are used to booing self-righteously Catholic Recreation Hall and in Casper,
.In themovies. Weandour environment are Wyo., Feb. 26 at"7 p.m,. in the Natrona
being maimed .and !tiUed slowly by asbes- Gounty Library. For a copy .of the state-
tos f"lbers and sulfur dioxides and oil pollu- ment write, District Manager, Bureau of
tion, rather than by the quick dispatch of Land Management, P.O. Box2834, Casper,
bullets and ,crematoriuins. MitcheU Urges Wyo. 82602.
us'to be realistic. The worsening mess was SUN SIGN ALMANAC
created by the pUblic's~ill~gi1~~ to swal~ An almanac containing "co'smic and
low pablum: I~ our tune, CynICIsm, con· planetary" information has been published :
stant questlOnmg, and defiance are the ' Mo tana wh' ch inel des a comprehen-

't' al f . al It und ,10 n 1 u
POSl IV~V ueso "tSUrvlV .' 59 s. co~e sive section on energy. Included in the sec-
to t~lnk ~f 1.' pretty. much h~e tioD ate ,toP.i~~s\J-ch as how we waste our ,ill,

Washmgton s advIce about lIberty and V,lg- finite energy resources. what "net energy':1'~
dance. means, the problems of nuclear radioactiv- tr~

ity, and a report on renewable, clean
energy resources. The almanac also in-
cludes poems, charts of cosmic cycles, and
information on gardening by the moon. It
can be ordered from Elizabeth and Wilbur
Wood at Box 12, Roundup, Mont. 59072 for
$3.60 postoaid. ,

PRONGHORN WORKSHOP
The Seventh Biennial Pronghorn An-

telope Workshop will be held at the Blue
Lakes Inn i,nTwin Falls, Idaho, from Feb. -
24 to 26. Tlie program'involves tecMica!
papers on pronghorn research and man-
agement For rrl!Jre inforrnati~n "conta'ct
Robert Autenrietjl, Workshop Chaiim'!fi, ,
Idaho Fish and Game Department, P.O.
Box25, 600 South Walnut St. , Boise, Idaho
83707. ~

COAL STRATEGY ~'
The Coalition Agsinst Strip Mining i.s

hold;;'g a strategy meeting in Wasliingtori,
D.C., Feb. 7-9. Poople working on coal, is-
sues in 30 states "are exp'ected to attend., to ~
decide how to puSh for enactment of a
strong strip mining bill in the 94th Con-
gress. For more information write the coal-
ition at 324 C: St., S.E." Washington, D.C.
20003.

LAND STATUS MAP
The Wyominil'Bureau of Land Manage-

ment has prepared_a land 'status map for
the state depiding federal, state, and pri-
vate land ownership. The map also sho" ,
BLM district boundaries and major topog, 4-
raphical features. The map is available for
$4 from any BLM office in the state. '

TETON BOUNDARY MEETING
Another public meeting on proposed

'boundary j!litensions of Grand Teton Na-
tional Park has been set for Feb. 2 at 7 :30
p,m. in the basement of the Teton County
Court House in J ac!<soil,Wyo.The,meeting
will be used to uwate the public on the
status of ,the study. - ,

~ --''"&l ._~-~:aa..~~

years th .... has been some talk in Gallup
about starting a rehabilitation center for
alcoholics. The jail ilOlutioo was simpler.
On a cold Satui\laynight Mitchell takes us
along ina Ford van with Yazz\e, a Navajo
police s.,..geant,,'whose tssk is to deliver
load after load of those sprawled in the
>streeta to the jail; where they are released
the next morning. In attitude. Gallup's
handling of the problem is not much differ-
ent than that of King County's.,

, ,
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If your grandchildren someday would care
To visit the desert, so rare -, .

They might peek at the scene
Betwixt, and between "

All the power plants being built there .

by Zane E. Cology

Most people have heard about Reserve
Mining. The cmnpany procellleS iron ore
near Silver Bay" Mimi., 'and dumps the
waste into Lake Superior. Among other
things, the offal containsasbest08 fihers-
fibers which a number of reputable scien-
tists believe can cause cancer. Besides
being a free diunping ground for ~rve,
Lake Superior is thewBteI' supply for cities
along its shores. Though litigation heglql
in 1972, Reserve is still dumping.
. What pOOplemay not'understand is how,
in a supposedly free'society, one company

, can "",bject hundreds of thousands of
human beings to the possibility of death by
cancer. At least part of the answer, in this
and hundreds of similar cases, lies in the
romance hetween big husin_ and gov-
ermnent. As is true of love sffairs, a good
portion of the activity tskes place in the , (Continued from page 12) imposed, a fax on electric power generated
dark, out of public fiew. GrJIDted, right in it 1S needed to meet iJ;l-stste energy de- in that state and shipped to other states.
the open a team ftllD the Environmental manda, or if it can demonstrate that the _That tax is costing Arizona utility custom-
Protection Agency pre...ed Reserve lor re- environmental impact of building 'the ,ers about $3.4 million a.year. Utilities in
form even before the court battle com, plant wliere the energy.!s needed would be Ari>pna have'filed suit to block the tax, and
menced. It prellled t!JO hard. Reserve Min- greater than building the plant.jn Wyam-' U.S. Rep. John J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) has in-
mg.ispartofacmsortiumwithArmcoand .' . traduce,La feder-al bill to'nullify it.mg. .
Republic SteeL Its friends in the White IIi another measure Tavored by the con- In Utah, a proposal has been introduced
Houailsaw the EPA team as the leader in servation lobbies, cosl-fll"ellelectricpower to increase fees of hunting· and fishing
an """""freak conspirilcy."':::;- _ pl.mtB would he taxed on a percentage of licenses I;;y$1, and channel the income to
To resist the eilvirOOmeJ;ltsl impulseso( the value of the power the plants produce. predatar control programs. '

the EPA, the commerce secretary and IncreaSing the coSts of generating power in The legislature does not meet in Mon-
Nixonfund-raiSlll".,Maurice Stans; estab- WyjltDing might encourage ut.ilities to tana t,lllS year.
Ijshed the N atinnal, Industrial· Pollutio!l burn coal near power load centers rather >'-

4dvisory Council.' To it,Stans appoiJ:lted than near mines. This tax, whicl! would hit
Willis Boyer of Republic and William Ver- Wyoming and out-of-state consumers
ityof Annco. In~,~rvebOl¢ed . ali~e, avoid; proble!Jls posed by the
other powerful,IlUies:,iJl Waahjngton,> goV'arnor's committe,e, proposal, CODSer-
namely Peter ~l8nilllm ~ Gharles W: . v,ationists say. The commit~e's 4x, li~ a
;~?lilOn, wh.o hli:d tum~. the~ share of tax,clpTently under attack m New MeXICO,
lricl!s'for fav011!d C~a\1OD8 10 the past would discrilninate betWeen in-state and
Imdwho'laterWfiuld·b~.famoU8in the out,of-stste consume~s. woe is agsinst
watergate affair. ': ':' hiking oil and gliJi seVerance taxes, but
:rm m gluttonforpup;,;liment. IfLosing favors an increase in thepreiient 10.5% tax

G1'Ollnd weremete1y a'rai1ing""talogue of on ~oaL '
the sins against the environment that Sen. Jobn Turner (R-No. Lincoln, Sub-
seem to be sucklng the nation toward the lette and Teton) has asked the Interim
apocalypee. I'd toss it OVer.lIDthe pile with Com:nitteeon Mine~& Minerals to initiate
scores of other boOkS publisuid each year a study oflaws gove,ning coal leases in the
'Plat document a, similar fate. As.accurate state, The laws have not been revised in 18
.and readable as theymsy be,my head can y;"'s. Among the changes needed may be a For inform~tion on environm'ental
take just so much. However, Losing reassessment of rentai and royalty rates, legislatio!, in Wyoming, contact: "
Ground is uuique am~ its kind, becs~se Turner ssys: Wyoming has, o,ver a million Wyoming Outdoor Council, 0;06 John
the.author bnngs to,hlsespertJouroall8lD acres under state coal leases, almost six E~er, Rte. 2,944 Shoshone, Powell,
a personal f'rre' lind intimacy, a poetic rich~ tiJnes the acreag;, un<!er federal coal leases Wyo. 82435. lIhone: (30'i) 754-4576 or
.nelll to the situations discussed. in the state. Powder River Basin Resource Council,

John G. Mitchell is a man who's heen' OTHER STATES I 150 W. Brundage St., Sheridan, Y'/yo,
around. Past editor-in-ehiefof Sierra Club 1. '. . 82801. Phone: (307) 672-5809.
e, I : iYdt<lr .;.fe,',' hdllhtao,'liDq. &~~legislature "Itllldllll\l'Wi" L I '"
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Te"~s where~ogo
HeN Survey
rhaps you'd like to help us make our New Year's

Resolutions.
To help usdoa·tietlerjob of serving you, wewould like
for you to answer the following questions.
We've included somequestions about you, too, to help
direct our content and advertising.,

Where did you receive your current copy of HCN?
Subscrip1ion Newsstand Friend HCN
Mai I-out Other

How long do you keep your copies of the.paper?

How many people read your copy of HCN?, ---

" Would you find a cumulative index of HCN helpful?
--'--Yes No

Jan. 30, 1976 ~ Hig!iCountryNews-15- .

Do you mind HCN .carrying advertising? (This one
might cost me my job!) --Yes, I mind. - No it
doesn't bother me.' , .
Nameseveral stories that interested you that appeared
in HCN this past year.

Please circl~ one of the follOWingevaluations or pro-
vide your own.
1. yes 2. no 3. no opinion

Do you think our reporting is accurate? 1 2 '3
.Is the reporting fair andobjective? . 1 23
Is the reporting lively and inleresting?' ,1 2 3
Are the stories developed enough to .
provide informed reading? 2 3

Do you find the layout of the paper
1. easy to follow
2. confUsing sometimes
3. hard to follow, sana amlip.

How do you rate HCN? In the past year HCN, has:
1. improved '.'
2. stayed the Same
3. slumped
4. become a front for the oil coinpailles., """-

Add ~ional comments areweicome. Pleilse include
your suggesti ons for stories, leads, hot ti ps ...

Department ratings:
Listed below'~re some of our regular departments and
some,ofthe subject areas we cover.Would you like to;
1. seemore; 2. see less; 3. see the same;'4. see dlscon-:
tinued,:all or part of the following list? please circle
your selection. "

1
1
1

2 3
2' 3
,2 3

2, 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 '3 4
:1 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4

. 2 "3 4
,2 3, ~

2 3 4
2 3 4

Practical guides such as the 'home insulation series
"Dear Friends": HCN messageS to you, the reader
"Bu lIetinBoard" .calendar of events,lhings to write for
Arti cles on land use
Pefsonaiity profiles
Art work
Poetry
Wilderness use: hunting, camping, boating, hiking
Natural history .' '
Agricultural reporting
Social problems • '~
"Reckoning": D.C. S\ilI1dings and stratagems

, '

1
1

1
1
1

2 3

2
2
2
2
2

2

3 4
3 4

3 4
3 4
3 4

3 4

4
4
4

Energy reporting
Cart~ns by Rob Pudlm and Paul Danish
"Thoughts from the Distaff Comer" by Marge Higley:
grandma iconoclast - .
"HCN letters": the readers speak out.
"High Country" by Tom.Bell '

a. environmentalist columns
b. religious columns

HCN editorials '-
Guest editorials
CenterSpreads; usually two pages on natural history,
plants, animals, wilderness
Book reviews

The reader's profile
We want to get to know you, beller. Developing this

'reader profile should give us a better understanding of
, our readers, (It should help us produce a pleasing pro-
duct and maybeentice a few advertisers. too,.).T9ke a
feW minutes, please; and answer the follow[ng ques-
tions about yourself. If a question seems100personal,
skip it. '." '

Do you live in the. Rocky Molintain Region?
--'---Yes No '
(AZ. CO, 10. MT, NO, NM, SD, UT, WY)

If so, how long hQveyou lilied iii the ,Elgion?
___ Less than 5.-vears '
___ 5-15 years'
_---'-_More than 15 years,' A lifetime .

Do you plan to stay in the region?
___ , No Yes

~o y~u live in a city or town ---
. rural area ,?

many years of formal, education do you have?

, What is your o'ccupation?

1
Do you have children? Please check their age group.
1-5 6-12', 13-19 ' 19-

How many books did you read last year?
V!}'j

How did you decide to bUy your last inajor outdoor
equipment purchaSe?
1. Friends told me about it.
2. reading 'equipment comparisons intrada journals.
3. the store where Ibought it sold 'me On It
4. m!lil order orbought ~dlrectfromthe manufacturer.

From the following ilst of activities, check those you ,
like to do:
Huntin!l~--
Fishingl---
Photography'---

, Bicycling---
Canoeingl---
Skilngl-_-
Hiking---
Other ---------------

---1R~lock climbing
-- ....Saillng

---HHandicrafts
----IGarderilng

---BBlrd watching
~~-Astronomy
---EElectronlcs

Do you wrileletters to your Congressmen about mat-
ters that concern you? Yes, No

Are you 'registered as a --- Republican;
-'--'---:,Democrat; Independent

I
Other than voting, ar,e you !lctive In politics?
---Yes - No '

Are you inte.rll!lteq, in applying energy cc;mservation
ideas to your own 110meorplaceofwork?
---No Yes

~ I -.._.

4

Do YO\ll1elong to any conservation groups?

DOyou attend their meetings? Do you take an
active part in thei r activities? Yes No

Do your 10,caJstate newspapers adequately cover lII1"'
viron'!1ental issues In your area? '
'----NNo Yas

Are you Interested in using solar., wind ()I: methane
power in your home or business?
-.,.--NNo Yes,

Wh!lt periodicals on thefoilowingJlstdo'you read regu-
larly (besides HCN, that isl): Denver POst ,
-Rocky Molintain News ' ,StraightCreekJournej
---, Mountain G~ , Billings Gazette
___ , TheMlssoullan , Borrowed Times
_..",-_, Montana Outdoors , The Idaho
Statesman ,'CasperStar-Tribune ,Gij.

,Ietle News Record , Sheridan Press ---'''-.
Dilseret News , Sierra vlub Bulletin ,
Audubon Magazine Living Wilderness
_~-', 'No,t Man Apart , Environment
_~~, ; Environmental Action , LA. Times
---" "'ew York Times . ,Wall Street Journal
___ "AERO newSletter . You may add to
this list.

Thank you for your time. As soon as I get this thing
tallied 1I\(e'liprint tl;1eresults in HCN. /?' ..._+-

I'~



Line R ~ rarvet LRT-8E4-V2

Washington. In the next few years he be-
· came one of the. state's most enthusiastic .

People envy John McComb, Southwest part-time cOOservationists. When the posi-
Repre8EIl18tive·of the Sierra Club. They. tionofSouthwestrepresen18tiveopenedin
think it wquld be wonderfnl to be paid to"----l970, he was a natural fo~ thejo!,.
hike through the delierta and mountains ltraddition to McComb'. office,. the club
BurroundingTucson,Ariz. McCombchuek- supports field representative. in the
les at the thought: "They don't real~, "he. PacifIC Northwest, Northern Plains, Mid-
1l8Ys,"that I did a lot more l!iking before I we.t, Souther!lCalifornia, and Alaska.
took this job." Believing that dedication Each is responsible-for'ml\ior cmservstion McComb is a believer in action by the
~ patie~ are two essential qualitie.for issue. in ~ area, for lobbying in state and private citizen. Personal effort. - letters
hIS proCessIOn, he works 70-ao bours a natioJU!\ legislatures, and for providing. to Coogreasmen and public official. or te ..

profeasionsl iilformatilin to volunteer en- timonyat hearings- count heavily.Dffi-
vfronmentsli.ts. Eachconducte field ~_ eials want to be reelected; they care about
vestigations and .keeps the main office in public opinion. However, he come. back to
San Francisco up to date on local develop- ' the value of persistence and patience, mod-
ments. On top of these re-gular duties, iiJed by a bit of philosophy .. "If I tried to
.\I4cComb publicizes- information via his measure' my sueee ss in terms of what I'd
·newsletter Southwest Wildlands. With ideally wan t,I'd be a psychological wreck. I
the grow~g number of environmental fmd it much more.uaeful to measure things
crises, it's a big, at time. overwhelming,. in terms of what would happen if the Sierra
job .. A•• isted by One .ecretary, John Club didn't do anything." He .perit eleven
McComb· scramble •. to keep track of his year. in a continuing battle to protect the
·vast ~rritoryof Arizona, New Mexico, Col- . Grand Canyon and still isn't entirely .atis-
orado, Utah, and· West Texa. an area fJed with the Enlargement ACt which Cor!-
uQd,er heavy assault by power ~terests. gi-e ... passed ip 1974.
. Of prime concern i. Kaiparowit •. A con- Per.istence .paid off in the 'successful

sortinm of power companies led by South- five-year .truggle to establish the Syca-
ern California Edison wants to build the more Canyon Wilderne'" in Arizona. "In
3,OOO-megawatt, coai-ftred generaoor in .pite of'opposition from Rep. Sam Steiger,"
_.outhern Uta!:,-.· M,cComb" call. in 'whose district the canyon lie., "we got
Kaiparowits ": .. my number oneprionty .. thewild.er-ness legislation.through because
.. " because it i. the " ... largest single we continued. to push and didn't·give uJ!."
threat to our priceless .cenic values." The Wildern~ss areas on Pine Mountain: Mt.
plant i. thevangiJard o(a scheduled inva-
.ion !;>ythepower industry into an area rich
in such public ~ a"Prand Canyon, '

.rOHN&lCCOMB·::W ~ tom-ore ,2:.i(m, ~~~ ~ ~arlw:
uiy iIil.~liSIWli8\'tii i'd~ AIQllg. With olber:Southwll.~"""r\l.JoIin
.want, rd be a pByebotogital 'iVreek.,1 McC"mb folars that pollution froin the
fbld it mUch more useful to mlllisUre ,in~mlllh' facilities would blight the uni-
lbiDgalntermBofwbatwouldhallP""if 'que and pristine Colorado Plateau..· .
lbe Sierra Club didn't do anything." ' . Planned Irimarily to -e~ energy to

Photo by Joanna McComb large cities in oth!!l"statee, ~hey are a clas- . F· d
.i.ic example of intended saCrifice of the 'onBa'r' r1e'n s

week, most of it at hi. desk or traveling to .rural environment for urban OOnvenience. " . '. I '
hearing.. Though he doesn't get out a. A green on red pastilr lacked to his bUlle~in I
often as he'd like tAtvillit the spots he loves, 00ard commen tao "Power Plant ~ 'Stick It This week we learned that High' freeze in the dark and they burn your
he~satiBfaetiOftfrom hisefl'ortstopr!'" . In LA." - '. " 'Counfry New. is·to receive the 1975 plant for heat," is one such TIlessage
teet thllJl. When a.ked about .imilar project. 'Rocky MOUl/hiin Center oh Environ- .we've received. "Thank you for run-
McComb'.bacl<ground reflects a long throughout the Rocky Moun18ln .tate., menl award for communicationS.·We ning my son'. picture in your last

lIIldsympatheticcmtBctwiththeoutdoors. McComb replies that people are -learning thank whoever out there had enough paper," is another.
ABa boy in Ames,.lowa,hetBgged along on from experience. They are chllnging the;' cbnfidence in HCN to nominate th.e • Ifwe are to'judge by thenumber Of
fJe1d trips with'his father, .a prri""""r of attitudes abqut being exploited. Having paP!""- It'. a treat for this bunch of (etter",to-'the-editOrs, Th~ Monkey
forestryat ~aState University. Allene- seen the high taxes, overcrowding, and air isolate~ journalists in the middle of Wrench Gang bookreviewwould win
eeivmg' a. B.s. in electrical-mneering pollution that often come along with de- Wyoming to get that pleasant. kind of our most-provocative-.tory of 1975-
from 1heUniversityofArimna:he~ked ve!opments, 1hey !Yanho make sure that feedbaCk. . . . awsrd. But that·.tilLdoesn't tell us
a year fOl'}he National Aeronautics m:>d energyc'oinpaniescampaiguingto,locatein, . SometimeswehlJngerformorecrit- where you want us to go with the
SpaceAd:iliniSl;ralion.NotsstisfJed,here- . thair areas will not ,b,,!,ome long-l!irm _ ical aaae.ssments of our 'pr<!duct; too. .paper. '
turned to Tucson to stljdl!' ,hydrology. liabilities. .. .'. ..' Each issue we ask ourselve.: Arewe Thisisallieadinguptoarequestfor'
Under his l~r.ahiJi tIie.Con.ervatio,n . HOwever, many Utahans are backward really giving the reader ,,!hat is im- help. Rip out page 15 of t/iis issue,
Comlnittae1jr'the Southern Ajizona Hik- in this respect "Incontraatto almoistevery .portant? Are we boring· 'you alCto please, and let us know what you
ingCluburged itsriiemberstoprotecttheir othei"stste, Utah i•• till welcoming energy. death with gloqm? Hsve we over- think. Use an extra .heet if you need
interesta in-thegI'llwi!lg Southwestby sUp" develOpment with open arm •.. They don't' emphasized energy news?\Vhy wasn't to. If you're disappointed with HCN'in
portinl! wildetness IlllPslation fOl"favolite realize the.p~oblems that will aCCOUlpsDy. . there .room for even one preity pic- . some way, pick up your pen and let us
haunts: ~" . . . . development or how deatructive it will be lUre? know about it. If you can't t/iink of
- other thiilgS .conspired til make '! Iilil-' to their life.tyle: he explains. ' . , L~tters to the editor whip u. into anything you'd change, let us know
timeeonservationist-ofhinLln1965David WhOO reminded-that some Utah politi- shaiiIJ sometimes. 'But they usually that,too.·(Weneed to hear from those
Brower, thep: Eecutiye DirectOr of the ciarls claim that opposition to KaiparOwits address the i.sues, rather than the.di- 'who back the .tatus quo. -' 'or you
Sierra Club, WllIIlooking for ArimDanS to CoTneSOnlyfrom out of s18te, McComb .ighs . rection of the paper:- And they tend to . migh t not recognize your next HeN!)
te.tify against dam. proPosed for the a. if he has \1eard the argument many. ',\1e written when someone is extremely In a mon th or two we'll give you a fuU'
Grand Canyon. McComb volunteered and time. before. For yea..sorganizati!>ns -in' ~:a'gitated, not merily plea.~'-d or report - snd: hopefully an amusing /'
made the frr.t oChis many future appear- - U~ .uch as ilie Uinta ,chapter <If the '.lightJydisapPointed. port~ait of HeN .l'I'aders. . . ( )
ancea before Congressional committees in ,'Sierra Club have'urged citizims. to take a' L_' _··_Y_o~u_a_re_a_b-:u~~h_O.,fn_u~'t:-:s::.1_ho_·_p_e_Y..o..u;",;. ""':"_.:.._ ........ _t";,h~e..ed,;.,,,ito,...;rs:.l"~
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S~erraClub's. Southwest Representative

John McComb: a natu-ral for the· job
Baldy, ~d ~ Petrified Forest Natio~~ '\
Park, to note a few, wouldn't exist witho }
the work of John McComb and other.'like '
him ..
. His fUe. bulge 'with folders of ongoing .
prqjects: land management, air pollution,
water use. The Southwest's water laws are·
lax, its water tables-falling. "We've spent
water like a little kid that got into hi. piggy
bank and thought it would never run out."
With elimination of wasteful practices,
McComb reasons, the Southwest could get
along with it. existing supplies. ,
Sometime. elements of humor go along

with his work, which often involve. per-
suading an official to consider alternatives
to outmoded approaches. For years censer-
vationists had urged the Park Service to
explore substitute transportation in
automobile-choked Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park. In 1972, while visiting the
Grand Canyon, McComb invited the
superintendent to go for a bicycle ride. He
was taken aback at the offer, protesting
that he lllidn't done such a thing in year •.
However, the official's wife 'sided with
McComb; together they persuaded the re,
luctant superintendent to go. Fortunately,
the pair witnessed a spectacular sunset as
they pedaled along the rim. The folloWi~g .
year the park started renting bicycles.
McComb's not sure if the minor incident·
was respon.ible for the change, but he is
sure that it helped.

by Peter Wild hard look at 'th~long-range results before
committing themselves and their children
to' the proposals of outside exploiter s,
Fflrthermore, the wild .country of southern
Utah ia an inspiration to thousands of vis-
itor~f each year. "The public land," the
planned sites of the power plants, ''belong
to an _Americ~s," he emphasizes. ...

The Southwest's water laws are lax, its water ta:~
bl~faJ.lb\g. ~~nation of wasteful pr!lcti~es~ :--'
b(J~ever, M~C~ml:i~~ks that tho .e Southwest cour:tfJi J
ge~~on'gwlt.lhts eXlstil;'-~supplie/iJ.· ..~
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Wild bUITos Lifeline
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I· In laws Kaiparowits·
.tarlings of mammal world. 1 ,utilit:l'--rates are key. . 7 chaotic cont·ron tatlOn. 10
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I. The Automatic fuel clause Black-footed' ferrets Legislative review.,
West's coal affecte~. 7 endangered ::...so what? 8 environment an issue again. 12


