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Turning tne fdrest.upsid~,down, ~" '~', ,/ ,

. Phosphate"-liungry- world cift~r Idaho
by'Bruce Hamilton declilling health services, and'otbor prob-

lems:' .
, Events halfway around the wor~inthe 50 YEARS TOO LATE
SpanishSahara and -across th~country in' , r By midl'ummer of 1974;_ the magnitude
Florida could drastically affect the future of the projected1JootD.JIlOmptec1the!3eeret-
of southe~rn Idaho. ' ary of Interior and_the Secret:l!!'Y of Ag.'

In both the Spain-Morocco territorial multure to can a moratorium on future
dispute and.the debate over strip mining in iIevelqnnent pending co~pletion of a reg.
Florida's Osceola National Forest, rich, Ienal environmental impil,!:t statement -'
prized, phospbate deposits are at stake. (EISJ~The EIS is ~ underthe Ha.
Whether or not these deposits are de- 'tional Environmental Policy :Act of 1969,
veloped soon will determine the pressures" In the fall of 1974, an interagelicy task
for phosphate development in.our own reg- force was set up to prepare the EI& The
ion., -tBsk force includes the U.S, GeologiCal '

Phosphate is only found in a few areas, . Survey, the U.S. Fiiiest-Se.:w:e, and the
and increased demand for-it may soon ex- \ U.s. Bureau of Land Man"ll"Dl"Dt.fi draft
haust the supply.Processed ore is used in > EIS is due next month. - ,
the manufact,ure of fertilizer' and in the ' . Glenn Bradley, the phosphate gJ:Oup
chemi;"'1 industry. About 35% of the U.s. lepder for the Carlb,ou N@tional Forest on
phosphate reserves are found in southeast- -. ,the interagency lail!t fCJFCe; be1ieves some
ern Idaho. ; - "hoBPhaflrtDiJringis desnble-ana inevi~

LoC'lltlng; di~ng, ~raI1'!J!(lFtiDlf, 'aIId . b1s. We need to get pJli)sphal» fidlI_
processing phosphats is, an envirpnmen- 1W1ere;-jRl 1lIlyB, since it's an element eesen.,
tallydisrul!tive'process. That's one. reason tial to growth in peen plentil .•
continued Florida production is Presently , Bradley SIlYS the EIS at-udy Will help-' to
in doubt.TnIdaho, the costs of a new surge decide the ljllli8tion: "Are We going to let
in development are just starting to be as- , them turn thewlille Caribou Forest upSide
sessed.A phosphateboom in thestataeould ' doWn?" He thinks the new ~velopment,
mean over 22,000 new residents,' a suI!:. won't ,be as bod _PIe critics_rear,_ "We

. starrtial loss of wildlife habi tilt, increased will never hove _ than eight mines at
industrial air pollution problems, miles 'of one time;" says B~ey. "W" have five
unreclaimed strip minesin.and around the operating today."
Caribou National Forest, and an uncertain ' Brodley Sl\YS it's Do loDger a questiottoC
future f~rat least two resident endangered THE FACE OF soUTHEAsfERN'mAHO:~ch hsg-of ph';'pbale fertIJizer or whether to mine the area or IIOt _ but
species - the peregrine falcon and so.me box of'detergent with phoepha~ can be tracsd back to a mine Uke thDone. At the rather how mui:h to~lie. "People. come to

, transplantsd whooping cranes. , ' North Mahie Cany~ Min~ near Soda Spring .. Idaho, timber is harvested in the us and ask us why we don't abut it off. ,
There are presehtly 80 leases for pho8- path,oHhe mine (foreground}, 'At left, dr"liHnes and shovela are relllOying OVlll'- ,Well, we'l'8 50 years too late," he says.

phat.. on more than 43,000 acres in the ~ blrden.Roundedpnesontherightare·minewastes.Alongthedarkerseaminth& - Bradleyjillints out,tIuU even ifprodue- •
area 8l'0und Sods SPrings, Idaho, Eight niiddl~of the minels the "Y" cut where tile JJI!osphate8 are removed. ,'tion from the F!'lJiOn CiiDibed to 16 to 20
major companies have submi ttsd plans, fur", ", ", ';~ Photo cOurtesy of the U.S. Forest SeI'Vioe, USDA IContinueil. on page 4)
16 new mines in thearea-'--halfofti).emin '
the Caribou National Forest. In addition, j----~=:-~---;----:-::--:---:-~=--~_-::;-~__..,...,~__-'-~_~ _:_--,--__,
97 new prospecting permit, applications,' \. J h' I' I'" '~ ad ....''Ik -

,~::ri:t{hO~: ~~o::r"':~~~n:: 've IC_ e. ru es anger' rI_'ea:s, wa ~ers·
ment. New lease applications account for Salt • -,-_ Ci d,
another 8,000 acres. by Ann L. Schimpf • 'i....,,,,,,,,", "- serves I11l!tropolitan .........ty sn "

These proposals ·could. mean that the "In this COl'Iler,ladi€s and gentlemen, we, ~, COl\84lCIuently;experieltl:8s intensive use.'
region's annual phosphat8 output of five to ' Mve Foot User. Ai 5 ft. 11 in. and 165 rE', Ite-ORVplanhaabeenbibeledoneofthe,
six million tons could double by the early pounds, he's y.oung and healthy.' He b8ck- "moat restrictiVe" in the In:term9U"tain
'1980sand quallruple by th,e 1990s~8CCOrd,' 'pecka, heskis,h'esnllwshoal, hehelievesin !lest. , .. _ .-
it>.g td government es.timates., ,rigorous exercise and lofty solitude,", To comply Wl~.a 1972 executive~,

" " "And in the other corner, we have.DRV all fede~ &geneulll mlist develop specifi~
The c~mmunity leanet:" of this predo- . l:Jser: At 5' 'ft~7 ill" and 204 pounds,1,e's ngulat.o,!" fur ORy ~ .by December,

minantly rural area are understsndsbly middle.aged and Ov~ight; his backaide " ~76. Th",,! pl;ms will. cnti~. aft'ect all
' worried about impacts a';'ocia:ted with the is contoured to fit hiS jeep, his trail bike, ~J:8, ~ 1iik81'8,lIIlOWDlob~lers,btkers,
anti~ipated boom in mining development. and hiS snoWmobile, He's aD environmen. . skiers, and 8IlOwshoers. '1h~mterest that
The 'Southeast Idabo- Council of Govern- ",tal Archie Bunker. who rides roughiihod has _n gen~ted on VBnOUS propoeed
fuente .. a voluntary association of loCal over the terrain in his )1Oi1.y, exhatiBt. , ,ORV .piaJIs ~an .. , fro~ non·awaren .... to
elected offiCials, has preps:nid aslide 'show belching machines," ' ,_ '. ,~ -heat,elllll'J!Ull':8"i, \' .

_ IIepicting the problems ,Rock Springs a1iil ' And there, according to an October 19 ,. ~e latter 18 the case !In the' Wasatch
Green'River, Wyo" experieQced "'lith coal, edftorial in the Logan, Utah, Herald , ~ational F~. proposed <>R~ regula.
~er plant. ~nd trona development: The' JoUrnal, are the tw't opposing stereotypes ti';"l"'. Accor,ding to the Wasatdls ~
show draws parallels between iliese two • ,that have emerged' over the Wasatch Na. D.str.ct Ranger M. J. :Ro~erts, The
Wyoming boom towns lind Pocatello and 'tional forest proposed Off llDad Vehicle greatest interest we'Ve ever, had on an)'
Soda Springs, Iilsho, showing increased Travel Plan. The Wasatch Natlonal Forest\, ',lContinuedOll page 6)
crimerates,lossofwil~ife,laekofhou£ing, L,.7~L---"--~":-,..-'----'-'---::::-'-'-~-";""-----:"",:--'"'7-;---''''---'-''':''';;::-----''--'-'-''::;''--"''-:--''-"'--1
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. There are times when a once-valued idea, laid aside

beca:useofcircwnstances,shouldbe revived. This is aneof
those times. . _ ,. \
~ ~ t1ie bleak and desperate Clays of 1933, the Ciyjlian
umservation Corps was born ....t of the needs of those
times. Today, we have an equally urgent.need. The time is
ripe ~or a reinstitution of a prcgram similar to the old
pre-World War IICCC.

Now, it is heartening to learn that·Congress is giro,g
freah thought to the idea. Some months ago Oregon's Rep.
Bob Duncan began ~ookiM into it. Others became in-
tere_ted "",d as a result a'host of Congressmen have eo-
sponsored bills to bring out a modernized version of the
Depression Days CCC., ' ' . .

The idea hllll:been "kicked around W~ington for years
but never seemed to getlinywhere. The ill fated J'ob Corps
",as glven a teat run but it in no 'way resembled the
philosophy and concepj;s of the -CCC. . /

That indomitable oil! conservation warrior, Rubert
Humphrey, eloquently pleaded the ease fora revival of..
the idea as far back as 1958. He has been j>ltlggmg it ll.ver
siIl('B. _ _ . r J

It makes sense, Only this morning the FBI statistics.ln
crime $ow it is at the highest levels evm. and still'climb-

· igg. Other statistics ahow that those most involved are
the young men, a high preportlon of which are of the
minoritieslPld from the cities. -

Sqme octhe toughest kids of the old CCC's were recom-
mended bY precinct police captains. Maliy of those kids
are today respected citizeJlS"who were given a sense of
purpose and asense of direction at Iicritical point in their
lilees. .
-In the nine years the CCC program existed, some three v .

million young men were involved, World War II brought _-....:n
it to an end. But over 30 years later the monuments to the
work of those J'QuDg men endure, especially in the na-

· tiona! foresta and n",tionsl parks. . " ' •
~ ....as·""':twike-W<lrIt: ~111~:ii>-1h<i.original

CCC sl"'dthere wouldbe none now. Tbelmngry, unemp-
-loyedyouths of the '30s went into the forests and built

~~~U"t~fi'T~d did ,h~~~~ <>\
At a ii.:oo- when: thous;"'ds of 'young men are une;"p- .

--' loyed. embittered, and estranged' from our affiuent
American society, a CCC progl'llIl/ could mold them into :
useful productive citizens.

Minnesota COnllressman John Blatnik was in ·the
CCC·s. Ofllis experienCe he has said. "We liked the work.
we liked the' life; and-especially, ~ liked the opportunity
to be a recognized part of Ameri""n life .... (TheCCC~was .
a great mov~ent to renew aspiritof adv'lnture in youth,
and to drama1;iZe the protection and restoration'of our'
natural resources,"

Today's urban youth have lost touch witli·the natural
· world which sustains and feeds us illl.They need to gain a

new awarenesa oc what.tbat world is all.about arid how
import;ant'.it is. ;,,,,~ J ,.. t j - ;

;:: Out on the land the need .. are evelY'\'here apparent.
.)Vriting in ~59, Sen. Hubert Humpm,;y said, "Profw,
sional foresters estimate we have 275 million under"-
sloci<edforeSt &C1'el! in need octimber-stand impro':ement,
thinning, eliminating diseased trees. and reducing fJra
hazard. Another 52 inilliqn' aci'ea of.op;,n, \lDProc!Uctive'-

-llindshoulcfbe repIantedln tre ....~ Since then hundredsof 0'I . .• ..<.

thiJuslplds m;a\'l'llS ocnational forests have·l1een!'tearcut~;.
_d~,~;'~Jijng idle.' , ;.'-: ~, .: .
);;It.la~, JIIOllI;~.j:io1,!S tiljle to wed jile n~ds,of~I8D~" .
J4it~UJ1l!arnesa~energiesofmillionsof;ll'o\1DgiJlen.The-
~onI'lOuld benefi/:lin unco~tOd ways. . .,

, c
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O~E TO TETON JETS

D.....rHCN.· .-
,.Regar!li~.~he, ~a.ttle ,9v~,r." jetport it! Teton National

Park; I'm on your side, df course; 'ana.!.thO)Jght you mignt
!l!'t a laugh out of.this little poem I wrote wltich expresses
my view d'the ci,.illiCf. . ", .'

Sing Loud and Long of.Leafy Trees
I thlllk tl)at,lshall never see
An airplane leaf)- as a tree
A tree whose pla<;e'it is to stay- . .
And ptoffer shade along thl"way
1'0 weary traveler, sore of foot
Fresh from factory smoke and soot
Who walked a wicked mile to see
A sure-as-shootin God-grown tree;

I

'.... '.. '

I'. High Counl:!'y News, . c

The l~w locks up both man and woman . Did'wedisCe1nanoteofapology;inthep!"'facetoTom
. ,. _ . Bell's article concernillg his faith? Bravo for Tom! What

Whos~als the.goose frQIlloffthe common, - this old world needs isinore witness to the Love OfGodand
But lets the greater felon loose the Brotherhood dfMiln.
Who steals the ~mmon from the goose. "

'A--""--'-'E "-h ftho' Smcerely,..- . .............-.. ..\1g...... . !l~~~l Howard and Maxine Smifu
'- __ .:......=__ ....::.::.,,.:..>_._. .:......._.....~_; ._'.--:;:';,.. _ . ..::.::....,..... ·::.'1:>::..,:.·-:.1'1,1 finedale. WY!'.•
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WORRIED ABOUT ASH

DearHigb Country News, , .
In all the articles publishejl in High C;ountry Ne.ys

and other an"ironmental papers and magazines, I have
failed, to read where anybody'has mentioned the large'
amounts Of burned ashes that' will be p!",duced by the
super power plants. and the gasification plants proposed
to be constructed in the Western states. i

Disposal of the..\ ash";' can becpme a .major problem
depending on the type of coal burned and the efficiency of
the furnaCes or fireboxes and the related equipment.-

Ihave had~ experience with smaller plants like tlie"
OldplantatWyodaj< formerly owned by Homestake Min-
ing ,Co., bui now un!ler Black Hilla Power-and Light Co.
operation.' The ashes from th~ !'urn_s were sluieed back
into the.ooal pit where ~he coal.had been r<t1Jloyed,and
usedas a reclamation matl!rialafter being mixed with the
ove1'bl1rdell also retumeol. to the coal pit.' _ .

Possibly I have miSlled seeing this mentioned,but.it can
pose a major problem. j . •-. .

I look forwl!"'i to receiving ~e High Country News. 'The sound ,wayes cra~h against his brain
and-eivoy readingeveg article. . . '. And cras,h and cr:ash and crash again!

, ,_ . , :;- . He ~hakes his fist agwnstlthe sky

S· ce '1 ' - So shaken that he startS to cry .. m/rey,
lAlRoy Seyhers " All robbed of rest deserved so well . .
Lead, So. Dakota 57754 He'damns those godd8mn~ planes to hell. .

)""<'- -

W~ary Traveler settles do~n .
Beneath the tree's green leafy gown

, Inhaling air all fresh and pure
While silence works its wonder ctire
On city:Stricken ~tring-tight nerves'
Totltke the breaK he well dese~ves,
He opens up a can of tea . ,
And driilkS a toast to Lady Tree.- .,

When jets come roanng ov~rhead-
Snorting ~moke all fuced' with 'lead
And noise enough to'wake the dead
Snapping Traveler's string-tight·rterves .,'.
All rObbed'of rest he 'well deserves..- "/.

f

-City slickers such lis these
. sing loud and long of. leafy trees; .

WIille planes are flovih by fools like me
WJ:io .neve~ leamed to -love. a 1ree.

Laverne R\son
Basin. Wyo.

J OAHE REFERENDUM"NEWS,,-; .

Dear High Country News: /
,,' HCN deserveS congratuliitions-,forthe informative ar-
Ucle "S.D, Farmers FightOaheQiversion" Oct, lb. 1975.
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Coal. power on ,plai.ns environment. Both suits moved frOm'felferlil district- graziIlgsuithadthemwbipped,whiletheooahuitwlll

I , , court, where both environmental groups hli4i 19!1t,to a still worth fighting. ;
Ever wonder how much your country would do fol' you, • federal apP!'als court, where the plaintiffs received a But why it wasstill wolth fighting may go deeper than

in a pinch? If you are a cowboy or a coal company, the > favorable.rulirig. , ~t.lt may have something to do "(ith ~e nature l>fthe
,Interior Department's .behavior in two recent environ- - - At that point, in both cases there wae falkof a ueersofthepUbliclandwhowlllbeaffected bythesesuilB.
'mental lawsuits gives you a clue. . negotiated settlement. Such an agreement represented Ooncessions made in an out-of-court settl",!!"nt of the
One ofthe suits, Natural Resources Defense Council v. the speediest route - away to take the focus away from graZing sui t wtIl affect Western, l'llnchers. But- a

Morton, affects people who, use public bmds for grazing.. lawyers and hand it to land p1!UU'erB.The.aIte~ti.ve 1"as negptiated settlement ~ the coal sUit? Choices which
The other, Sierra Club v. Morton, affects those companies more litigation, in the U.S. SuprenurCourt."! , would direct the pace and ~ of development of public
who wish to mine public coal in the Northern Plains. Here the similarities end. In the case of the grazing' mineraIsintheNorthernPlain8?Thatwouldmean~
The suits are surprisingly similar. In' both cases.the suit, the Interior- Depmtment sat down.and .bargained, confrontations with the energy oonglomerates.- . -

government was accused of lax land management, of let·. even though, stockmen's groups who' had joined themm - We iJpagme thl/.t when the department I'ontemplated
ting commercial users get as much as they could out of the the suit felt strongly enough to appeal the case to the how the energy companies would feel about settling, not
public trust - to the detriment-of.the resource., Supreme Court. In the ease of the coal suit;' Interior de- winning, the depaltmentllUU'C;b.ed dutifu1ly to ~e U.s.
Both plaintiffs were major environmental groups. Both cided not to negotiate. , Supreme Court bench. Th'lYhad to give it juSt one IIlQre

sued to enforce Section 102-of the National Environmen- At 'first glanee it seems 'that the Iriterior Department - try - for the' ~rful colil rotnpames. " '-.
tal Policy Act --' those infamousparagraphs which re- may merely have beenylaying the odde~A somewhat We dn not contend that the'1ii1erior Department llhould
quire environmental impact statements for federal ac- : vagoe court ruling in the coal case may have piqued their luive also taken 'the grazing suit to the Supreme Court.
,tions whieh may have a signifi<;ant impact 01) the human intere~t i1' a higher co,uitdecision. They-msybavefelt the But"'; are concerned to see, once,again, the Powefful ana

theorich getting more thaI! their share of backing from
government. That kind of politiCs has never been gooiI for .
the land ' -IN

z
Rest assured that the story is being widely disseminated ,ti'OIl!!in' Yellowstone National Park and the neighboring
among both friendJ!Ild foe of the infamous Oahe lrriga- Gras Ventre Range to the National Elk,Refuile, where
tion Uriit. -' they are artificially fed hay for the winter. Hunting sea-
I would like to make just one ooITection. HCN read¢rs son begins about tlie time this JIligration C9_nces. ."

may get the idea that opposition to Oahe rests' entire'IYOver'theye~~pred8torirl1a've been~io wi&r or
with WOjle "faJllily faEmers ,jn the path of bulldozers and virtual eidinction throngl;l hunting and iII-conceived1lO!-. '
draglines." This is not cOrrect. Ironically, the'Bureau Of ;ernmentfJXl!icieil{tlte grizzly bear llJ,ld timber wo!( are
Reclamation has found oonsiderable resistance to their cases in pOint) and man's living space has been gieittly
irrigation, plan' among rthose farmers whlf potentially" expanded,leavingJhe elk in numbers far too large for the
stand to gain from Oane, farmers ~ith land in the'irriga- land tp support. Hence, artificial feeding and the neces-
tion districts. After generations of carming soils under· aary 'management" policy~ .,
, lain By a hardclaypan, these furmers have concludedthat '!lUlI'IlOtwrlting at this time to denounce theeIk "man.-
-irrigation may very ~ell rendertliejr sOils'unproductive. ~ment" program, although I strongly disalP"'e With it.
These family farmers are not willing to play Russian What Is foremo,!! in my mmd is the policy ofGrand Teton
, roulette with productive Iar,,!, even'theugh the Bureau Of National- Park of .permittiDg hunting esat 'of the Strake .
Reclamation is. ~', River within the national park ane! along the corridor,.9f
Since the O~he article ~as published, Sen. Jam"sthis great migration. -, _,' !, _

Abourezk (DoS.D.land Rep, LarrY Pressler (R-S.D.~have Whilec!rivingthr!l,ugh thepark~epastaeveraldaya,J
joined Oahe opponents in their call for a referel):dum on have 00l1li' upon an endless-!,tream of hunters returning
the project. To the discouragellll'nt and dismay of many 'from the woods With. the;; dead elk. A SMciai "hunting
· S.D. family farmers, however, Sen. George McGovern camp"wasset1!pbytheparkalong"Pacifi(l,Creel"'~;hf!le1
(o=S.D.) has expressed opPosition to any vote"and ip. fuct oounted ilt least a dozen carcass .... I .also witnessecLhuii- '
has encouraged all Oahe wpporters to put political pres-' ters stalking,the herds from their cars' 8Iong the:main
sure on thOse members ,of South I;lakota's ooDgresSion.aI park highway lIJld at one point, Isaw diem. jump from
delegation who fail to give their wholehearted ~upport to. their ClIfS and run into a field to kili a Iiiill which had,
Oahe: One wonders upon what bBsis Sen. McGOvern, who wlmdered.from the berd. - " ,
has'long-heralded himself a fum. senator, would refuse Y~sten\oiy,J.encounterea!!OmenienfromC&sper, Wyo.,
· the family farmers he supposeaIy ....p~ents a vote on a who were showing offth!!ir two large bulls in the back of
,proj~. which would so dmstically affect their iand, and .thejr pickup totick at Mcipse, the parliheadquarters. They
their lives.. ' , .,' ',- wen! laughing, sayinjr..~uch thingS '88 "yon dOll'tevo. '

> A new movie, "Oahe: A Question of Values," i~ very - have to ll'lt.up earli arOund" here to,go hunti~and''we'
gOc:>dand beil)g widely sho\!l\ across SOuth Dako~. The' ahot it right by the aide of the mad.. '_" '
movie teUs both sides of the i""ue and waSprepared,under ,It. friend, wDo hlIPpelied to be p8IlSjng"llfter /me Of the
a grant from the S.D. C<!~ttee on the HumaIiiti~. ,For ~ aDimals had')88n shot, said he ~'t believe the .
more information on the fib;n write: John Whalen BoX35 - numher&of cars sfDPjl8d byth~ BideOfthe'road to ""what -
Unive.!"ll(y Stj!tion, Brooki1'l{s, S.D. 57006. was going'on. -To their am_t, a park ranger wsa

~ in"the removal c#~he animal witi\1he U!lll ofll "
,Win'ch. All of thiS, inside Gnind Teton NatiQnal Plfrk! ...:
>.. 1aJ11 out.ragei!,and bel~ve theAmeriCa'lpeople Win lie
. so'as wellTbepublichan righttoknoWwhat iagoing on
in tileir park and rm going to .... to ifj;hat theY're in.
Ihrmild ,','

Mr. Tho~ S. Kleppe, ~(ary , Just recently~Grand Tetim Natio"na! Park relIlsaed a
U.s. Department of the Interior ID8stllr jllanwhichcaIIed for the teiiiUnatiOnOfthehunt-
Waehin8t9n, D.C. 20240', ing policy 'within the park. I dema d that reliolDllll!nciB-

. - . , ' lion be implement,ed immediately 8s the ~ policy is .
· Dear Mr. Klepw, / _. 'j' jJlatailt\yoon!mrY to-the princij>les upon which our na-
'AByO]JJDayoqnaynotknow,eaChwinterJac'tioii8lparks,-were f"!!Pded., " '
harbo~s tho largest elk herd in the-US. These majestic SincerelY;
an~IB migrate,t? the valley ~nd _thp>ugl!.~fand Te~/l., J., Michael Co~ingham ~'
N'}ti,ol).tl Par h falf,o!,; t!'"n: way fW~Alghl:r ,elllvl," )\Joos!\,WyoIlllilg , .•

; <' .it\" ." , '.' . 7. . , ., " 'r. .,..". , \.-"1 .' .,.... .. ;",,->'. r'-f"',I,j1i 4,·\~ J~··~.l, \". ~:., \'.. ~(tl'~_~ '/'17 '1 ",' \'\{; •. "~ _ ,I' - 0' .' _ ;jt

'j" !:l"t ',', ,:~
i,~J.A§ ;', " ,','
It~(WIt: _\,

~~. ..,- ~
Young~
GOldenEagle, by,Carol Snow.

Wildlife print§. anti not~'cards.-. . .
For brocliure write: Carol SnoW'

.. _ . Box 357, E8g1e; Idaho 8~16
or call 208-939-0975 -

(Thank !",U. f/CN 10Bhare/n ",Doeeaa.) ...

·John McDermott'
BrOOj<ings, 'S.D.

.. . \ -.. ..-'-
,.,Ma~ pubUshed in HIgbCOuto' New.' may
be reprinted ·.witho'!t permilSiiln unlesa it is
;-OOpyrighted. ProJl81' ciedi£ should be given to HIP
CowUry N~W&Contriliutions<manual:ripta";'phote8,
'artwor\l Will-be welcomed witli the liiiderstanding
that the editors cannIIt beheld responsible'forlOS8'Gr,... .
damage. ~Articles llI!d letters will be published and
I ecjited-.rt the discretion o(th<;.editors. ]'-0 send a lIIIDi-
, pie 'i"!'y to a friend, sen? us hi,!!or heraddreas.,
- '~x:.K, Lander, W)'llIIIiJlg 825.20 '

,~ ./

r
.\,

!



\

4-High Coom1Z'y.News -Nov: 21, 1975 . phate development mq forte an earlier

h h· shift. to Idahll. An impact stajtl!ment, onP,,0.Sp -otes .. ph\lspllate mining.in 'RIorida predicts that '.
• ' • ,\ Ilne-fifth.oflhe Osceola National FOlest-

r-:--"-----''--- .....------, nearly30,ooOacreil- would betuniedinto
'an industrialized area for at least 30
years" and warns that "the visual re-
soureee normally associated with this sec-

, tion of the national forest would tie com-
pletely negated," ,
Because of growing concern over the im-

pacte of ,the Florida development. Sen,
R.!chard Stone (I)·FIa,) secured a promise,
from SecretarY of Interior Thomss Kleppe

... during his Senate confirmation hearing
••• ' .' that he would favor a delay of phciwhate
"' ' mining in Florida's forests. That commit-

• Lan·der~ ment puts even greater pressure onIdaho.poearno . • Already, one major Florjd,. phosphate
: : ' developer, International Mineral and
; WYO.: / Chemical (!MG), is seeking- phosphate

\j : landa in Idaho. Bradley says !MC was pre-
: . ~~~,.._::-__ viously looking into trading some en-
:. . • Salt Lake :- , vironmentally eentroveraial'Florida leas ...
- ••• _.. City ,~.-. lor leases in -Idaho. ,_ ~ The .first phosphate niine opened in

• • •. ",Every area has somethmg' unim,~ about southeastern ·Idaho aroulid 1906.- "It was....-..... ,,-
COLO.", it. In Florida it's a.lligators, in Ic\!Iho, it's always' just part of life in this jlart of

:. - moose," says Bradley. 'We weren·t.thrilled . I!laho," explains task force member Brad·
L -"-.-_......:"-.:....,~"".__ J ,'about' the.ides: of trading ofHdRho tosav",' ley. At first there were small mines -':11

. Florida ...• room.and-pillar' underground operations.
S<nithcentral Idaho site in themiddleofa After World War II,operatiqns started to

flve·ststephosphate deposit known as "the expand. Newly-developed huge mining
western fleld,"Stre1ching ~from Gre.at machin"lJ' made open pit surface mining
Fans, Mont., to'the Great Salt Lake and, more econoinical. Also 'the post-war"baby
fivm central Idaho to central Wyoming, the bOOm:' brought aPe11lflndfor increased food
weste,rnfield holds one half of the nation's production ~ snd hence -increased fer-
reserves.' tilizer production~ Scientists and states-

SOdlJ Springs, Idaho, could become the men talked of the "Green Revolution'; and
phosphate capital of the U.s. North, south. America's responsibility to feed the hungry
.and east of.thecity ore approxin)ately80% Third 'World. and again an increa~e in
of the western field reserves. These re- phosphate output was demanded. New
serves ale on privlite and public lands and post-war Products' - including ':miracle-
are "reasonahly accessible for mining by white" laimdry ,detergents - called for
aurface methods." according to the U.S. even more phosphate mining. I' .
Geological Survey. Using clirr\lnt ;r.o<!'l-~[~v_~.nt~~rt.s <;xpect_p.hOB"
economiol and'miJi'inlr Uii:hi'tOlog'y;srliilitly phate. demand to !'Ontinue to increase at
?;'(/iiJ?t'~"r ,/ -' _c,~
~l"}f~~~:l:.~L'12.4 ";[;;'''~tJ:.
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\ .
- f~ --'----'-., Simplot ~ Goy Mine
, (Poca:el!o,~o) X(F'ort Han Indian Reservation)

'elemental"-' -'----.....:. FMC ." .Conda Mine
(Pocatello; Idaho) (private land)

elemental~-----'=-Monsanto HeDry Mine
(Soda Springa, Idaho) (private land)

~r'-~-- Beker Industries North Mabie Canyon Mine
(Soda Springs, Idaho) (USFS land) ,

••····•
~IDAHO
•

elemental---Stauffer Chemical------, WooleyValleyMine
.(Silver Bow. Mont., (USFS land)
and Leefe, Wyo.) .,. '

Existing phosphate operations.in Idaho .

over one billion tons riphosphate is recov-
erable in the Soda Springs area. 0

\

NO~G.NEW: JUST BIGGER

UTAH

BOOM AHEAD? Map showing appI'OX-
iI1>ate boundaries'of the weateJ·n pho ...
phate field. Shaded area in 1IOUth~t- .

. ern- Idaho ia wti:"ere 80% of -theJield's
det>!>sits are. •

(Continued from page 1)
million tona per day, there would still be,
"enough rock under valid ovrent.leases to
carry this industry for 75 yean.."
The real queetion: the people.a:hould be

ss1tirig now, accordlng to Bradley, is: "Ie it
re8Ily necesSary to lock up (oommi t to min-
ing) a 300 year supply of phosphate?~
Idaho Gov. Cecil D. Andrus has already

critici7.edali advancedcopy of the draft EIS
blil:Awu,lt "~nies'!ill"br 'i!6t1imj( utbti
alternative .levels i1f. development," He
would prefilr coll8ideJ'ation i1f. four or more
alternative JlllIels "tlf ~n(.,I'; ,""j
I ,

, '. ,
~E IDAHOFORFLORIDA?

/

The tlnited States, U.S.S.lt, Morocco,
Spanish Sahara, and Australiahold 90% of
the world's known phosphate i1epoeits.
Morroco no'; contro18 56% of the world's
known reserves and ts vying for control-of
the Spanish Sahara which would give it
eVen greater world, domilllllIOOof this vitiil
mineral.
Morocco has become, "the second most

successful cartel' in the' world eafter' the
Arab oil cartel)," says an executive of a big
European fertilizer company which· is
forced to ~pcirt phosphate, "AlmOst alone,
it ,dictates the price Ofp!tosphlites through-
out the world," .
Since Jan~. 1974, Morqcco has dic-

tated a four·fold increase in phosphate
pri\'l's. Already decreed is another eight

- percen~iucreaSeeffectiveJanuary 1.1976,
according .to the National Wildlife
Federation's. C0ft8e..vatiOJi'News.
"Alternatives for oil may be found even-

tually," a .chemilllli engineer told
ConlHirvaiion News, "'but there iSn't any
altemaii,ve for pbpsphatei".
The U.s. holds about 14% of the world

reservea. It leads the: 'li,Orldin total phoa- ,
pb8te output - 40 iniIIion toll8 - and ex::-
ports one-third of~{ tolal produ. ction. ,
Florida and Nofth Carolina DOW supply

about 81i of U.s. proc!ucljol1. &utheast
Idaho ~ 14% BIld Temi-ee about
5%. A small imtaPPed reserve is on the Los
Padres National Forest notthof. Los-
Angeles - also the last known-refuge fur
theran. andimdangered CalifOrniacondor. 'somAL IMPACT. IDcressed phosphate aelivity b.Idaho could swell the popula.
Florida production is expected to peak ita tion by 22,000 !lew residents,., The SOuth ..... t Idaho Council of Governments is

. the next five years, 'and lik;y decline worriedthatexisting communities and social serviceswon't be able to handle the ,
th~. Thia will put. more preSSure for increased IP'<!wfh. Pictured above is the company town of Conda, near Soda
devs1()pment -on the Idaho' reserves ..En·- Spriitg .. ')i~d for ffie -~aConiia CO!Dpany. ·n.e CoJfda miue is lin th" 10wer.J
vironn¥ltItlllCOJl!:Sn!ll,q,vfl!l',S<1liI!ll!·~ "r8IO}JesrfJt'lbil'beCkjlrbUli.t5fA T:1AqJ.~ "" . V"!<M~UJ "or, . -Wr ~''', J' >rsk'

.... > • ~ ~ .b 630J UUi 11IY·ri:'3~X. '(1'1.... '&OJ OM,Iil£b

about three per cent per year overthe next
_20years. Dr. David Laing ofthe University
of Arizona predicts the U,S. will run out of
phosphate proven reserves by the year
2011. and exhaust all hypothetical re-
serves by 202f;" .
The Anaconda Company was the first

major operator in the Idaho "phosphate
,field. starting developmeIit in, 1906·- be·,
fore pll8Sage of the 1920 Mineral Leasing
Act. Consequently the company just staked
a claim and late. patented the land - thus
taking private control ov.e~previously fed-
~ralland ,Since 1920, phosphate has been
classified as a leasable ·mineral, which al-
low's some rontrol over mining and ,rec:;la·
mation, and brings in some revenue to the
state and federal governments.'-'
Todsy there ore five major phosphate

mines in the Idaho field. The mines feed
plants in three states which produce either
fertilizer 'or elementsl phosphorus (see
chart for specifics).
The ElS wiil focus on 16new mines and

auxiliary process,lug plants proposed. by
eight-companies. Five companies with ex-
lstil\ll:Idaho operati0!1l'~- J ..R. S!lJ'I'.lot,
Monsanto. Food Machinery and ChemIcal
Corp:WMG), Ste:iifferCheinieal, and Beker •

- Indlistries - are all s'lcl<ing to open new
mines, In addition Alwriet. International
Mineral and Chemical (IMC), and Earth
Sciences are prORosiilg new mines ..

AlUIiult is a consortium of Earth Sci-
ence~. Inc," of Golden, Colo.; the SOjIthwire
Co.• of Carrollton. Ga.; and National Steel
Corp., of"Pittsbtirgh, Pa. The mine prop-
osed by Earth Sciences without its Alumet
partn~rs would.be an underground min~ in
BloomingtOn Canyon. smith of Montpelier.
Idaho. All other new-mines would be open
pit stlrfaee, mines. '.
Another underground}lline isbeing con-

sidered 'by \yestern Gooperative fertiliz-
ers, Limited. of Canada on Pritchard Creek
in the Caribou 'National Forest northwest
of Palisades Reservoi., No formal min'e
'proposal has been submitted. so this de· .
velopment is not being f9cusecf on in the
EIS. ' '
Some of the new mines will require new

beneficiation plants, which wash and up-
grlide the ore, The number of new fertilizer
sndelemental plants to be built in the reg·
ion is not known.

TR.EMENDOUS SOCIA} IMPACT
.'

Tqgether. the'~l'isting mine.and proces-
sing operations have a tremendous influ-
ence OIi the lives of residents in sout.heast-
em lqaho. Today', the phosphate industry
directly employs ahout 2.50() people with
ail annual payroll of about $31 million. "In
aliditioIi, some 2.700 people' ore employed'
in phosphate-related activif,ieswith an an-
nual paytoll of ahout $28 million," accord-
i,ng to tljl~ interagency' task fooce. The
phosphate industry employs 15% of the
total labor "force in the region. In Caribou
Country where SOda Springs is the county
seat, one-hillf of the lahor-force'works for
the phosphate companies. 'if
Ju.u....I,\11 • '{."jt, 1't}:;:i3:J'1 ~t i ,qJJ ahuuG, ,
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HEALTH HAZARD. Emissions from phpB)ilate plililte in Idaho~ 'brc1uaed
respiratory_ ailments' amoDg local residenlB. Fluoride emissions have csused
bone disease iD livestock. The operations are starting to clean up, but still exceed
state and federal air quality 8tmdards., Pictured above is lbe J. R. Simplot
fertilizer plant oulBide POcatello. ' ,

we can whip the fluoride Problem. It MAN.l\lADE TOPOGRAPHy
Shouldn't be as bad in the future." '

\

In 1970, the eight county region of
southeastern Idaho had a population of
160,000. Dr. John Eyre oHhe Idaho State
- University Government. Research Insti-
tute predicts the creation of 8,140 new,
phosphate-related jobs by the year 2000..
These new workers will cause the popula-
tion to increase by 22,300 in the region.

The impact of this populi/Lion influx will
be 'compounded, according to Eyre, by the
siting of a new 'Bucyrus-Erie heavy'
machinery factOry in Pocatello last year.
Bucyrus-Erie is the country's largest man-
ufacturer of strip mine dmglines - and
siting the factory in the middle of the coal-
oil shale-phosphate mining. region is no
coincidence. Eyre predicts B-E alone will
increase the region's year 2000 population '
by 37,000. ' •
Even without,B·E or .phosphate de-

velopment, Eyre -predicts the region's
'population will swell t0280,000 by theyear
2000, Housing is already short in the area"
and SICOG leaders are worried, They are
anxiously awaiting the govemment's ElS
release next month that will attempt to
detail how the face of south";'stem Idaho
may .change, •

GOOD NEIGHBORS?

The region'.s residents are apprehensive
about the expected Boom, and many have
'good reason to be reluctant about rolling Other' problems have cropped up with
out the welcome wagon. In the past the' the processing. One is radioactivity,of the,
.industry has not always been an i~eaL wastes - a problem only starting to De
neighbor. '. . studied by tne U.S: Environmental Protec-

• I. One of the main problems has been tion Agency.
fluoride emissions from the pllOsphate pro. One way phosphate ore bodies are 10-
cessing plants, In the past, downwind from cated is by their high radiooictivi ty. Once
the plants in Pocatello and Soda Springs,' the phosphate formstion was an ancient
cattle developed deformed brown teeth and .sea bed accumUlating all the material that
swollen leg bones. The 'disease - fluorosis. eroded off the land or sanIi: to the bottom,of'
- caused crippling, an inability 'to feed, the sea. Today,;tlie formstiim cimtains ~3
and eventual death." ,.~, '''',), "t$hU ~lehlenf.s'f'cluf.'of·th'e-1(j3 ~lements on the
. , . . • ~iA,_J ....l"<li a high concent-The.lIuonde came frolJi;tlhe'Phospl1ate "'3:':""_":~~~"'"ng.
'rock as it Wll&,processed,Fluoride entered ,rati~ i!£~aiIi?iilitlve'polo.mum ,210 ..
the air and water in excessiye amounts, ThIS .poloDlum, contained m gypsum
was taken up by grass plante on the range, waste heaps. Br?~d the plants, ~akes
and subsequently ~onsumed by cattle, The, Poca~llo a CIty WIth one at: t!.'e I1!8'hest
history of the in,dustry in Idaho is pocked relative levels '! al~ha radiation I~ ~e
;"'ith suits by landowners seeking damsges " co.un.~. 'I'I!~b~ologIcal ,effects of hV.lng
for livestock loss. The way the companies with thIS ralllation are still b,,,ng studied.
'solveq" the problem was to buy up most of The radiation also limits possible useofthe
the 'ranches around the planta. waste p,roducts. Gypsum makes good wall-

, . board, but who wants to buy radioactive
'Fluoride emissions can cause seri~us wallboard?

- dalll\lge in' green plahts as well as lives- . .' '~' '.
tack. In the early 1960s\« prqcessing plant, In Flonda, thej!:PA ~Udled housmg ?n
owned by Central Farmers Fertil.izer Co. reclauned phosphate mme landS and dis-
killed most of the trees on the national covered "substantially elevateil levels of
forest lands around the processing plant. In ., radi~ive, I,'lldon'~ its dee;a! products."
this case the Forest Service was forced to EPA scIentists predict that lIVIng on these
.tile a tre~ass complaint to seek monetary tailings for 10 years or lo~r "could d,?uble
da11¥'~s forthe loss, . thenortlla;1 risk of lung canceL. _."
The IIuoride problem isn't a thing of the People living and working.in the vicinity

past._ Last year was an exceptionally dry of the 'phosphate pl.futs are subject to a
,year, \yhichaccentuatedtheproblem. That.' number of industry-related' illnesses, ac-
year an area of up to three miles from the cording to Dr. Thomas J.McDevitt, an ear,
eondli operation was ahove state a!r qual· nose, and throat specialist practicing'
ity standards, Some readings ran as high medicine in Pocatello. .
as 258 parts per million (ppm) with a)974 , Workers in the Pocatello plants receive
average of 78 ppm arou'ld the plants. A free dental care to combst "phos-jaw" -,- a _ .
.concentration o( 40·45 ppmcauass dental fluoride induced bone disease ..A similai.
damage in cattle. condition is found in the livestock around.
".We're making progress," says Charles the plants, he says,

Freshman, an envjronmental engineerjng. McDevitt and his associates have noticed
specialist with the Idaho Department of an'unusualnumberofrespiratoryailmenlB
Health and Welfare. "The plants are now· . in Pocatello residents, which they iittri-
installing more sophisti'cated air pollution butelto tha emissiOns from the phosphate
control eqUipment." ," . I plan~. "People in fine health before they
Freshman admits that the existing move here are stricken with l'l!8Pjratory,

plants often exceed state standards, btit he problems we must attribute til the (phos-
says he has them on Iicompliance schedule phate) planlB," he saYs. Uhies ... inclUde
and exPects better control at the new bronchitis, emphyllOlllB,·and chroniC; sinus .
plant,s. ''Thenewplants,canbestrictIycon., ailments:., , .
trolled by requiring the 'best avlillablecon· MCDeVlttsayS these problems are~ tjust
trol technology,'" says Freshman. "Thsold ones of"thll. past'-'thsy'-re still going on
plants are 'grandfathllFCd' (eXceptions are.. tods:y. He said it's not just plant workers
"",ae for exiSting operations) and pps,e a and people who live 40wnwind from ,~e
.greate,! problem...· " , ,: " plant that-are affected, but citizens from all
Summing up, Freshman" says, "I think ,\,,-ound the city.

. \
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Higli Country News-li
m open scars running the'length m' thq r
ridges. - .
The c:liffii·thataie being left may be 300

or 400 feet high. The existing walls are
under one mile in length. r'uture llIining ill;
Mabie Canyon, hllwever, could Oleate- a
wall severa! miles long. .
~ GlennBradIey with the interagency task
force says that' under the 1920 Mineral
Leasing Aot "reaa.onable' ~!JIUltion"
must be auried out"- but jt tnay be "tm-
reaSOJlllble" to ask the mine IlOmpanies to _
cover over a valuable ore bo~. He says the
mining permitlrwill contain reclamation
requirements, but they may DOt ICQlI!re ,
complet8'l'estoration m the-land . .
BralIlay says, "With the pilB todaY that

. aren't backfilled, _ 'doIl't anticipate any
successful D!C!amlltion. The ~hwalls are

\ : solid roek imd can't be reclai!!"ld," .
"Qut the companies are 'more environ- -

mentally oollScious today," says Bradley.
Forinstsnce, Monsanto mined out the Blil-

:- lard Minenorth oI'Conda in 1968,~::e-
baekin on their own and tried to' e
some mit, he says.' ! .
"'1'1$ year 130' acres of new phowhate

milie dumps' Will be created in the area, so
we need to oome up with something," says
Brildlay. . .
, He points out that reClamation 'work is
still in the upeiimimtiil stage. There !wi
been some researeh since the 1960s with
"prettypromisi~results,· hesaye. "We're
hopeful. ~ ft's Proving out,"

The' mine area around Soda Springs is
rugged Cl>uDtry" characterized by long,
narrow valleys separating forested
ridgetops and mountains t1llit range- from
7,000 to 9,000 feet in elevation. .211% WILDLIFE LOSS?
Throughout the regio\!, the sloping beds

of phosphate roCk outcrop along the ridges -' The Idaho Department ofFish and Game
where faulting and en:..ion Mve exposed is also liopeful that some reclamatiori will
the formation. Most of the mines involve be accomplished; because the~ area 1;0 be
mining the outcroppiilgs along the ridges lDined isonecitheDest wildlife areas in the.
to,wha\llyer ~th is ec<iJ>oJl!i5all,y,fe¥i!ll~.~ ~te,_~.SqJl.th_.... J<W>oCouDcll ofGov-
- The open pit mines typical of.the region - emmentB'predicts, "Tweilty-five.P.l/mmtof
leave a near vertical highwall ot:-rock ex- the. wiIdlilil in the impacted _ will be
posed !lfter removing the overburde!J' l~t due 1o"'1.... 1tate deWllopmen.:.' , _',~
(earth above.the phosphate) and the phos- As well as being an eyesore, the unre-
.,phate ore. Since the present economic situ- claimed highwalls can block big game mig.
ation determines the depth to.which the ration routes, and cause eroeicn 8nd silta-
minel1l will follow the phosphate So8m, tl!e _ tioo problems in the fishing streams.
,companies are reluctant Ix> re-cilntour the· Kenneth Norrie, the reg!onal statr con-
,land by retuming. the overburden into the servationist with Fish and Game in
pit. This practice'is expensive and would Pocatello,~it'iihardforhimtocomment
limit future re-opening of a mine if the' . on the projects until he knows where they
prioe of phosphate rose sufficiently. ConJie- are, how many there are 'going to be, and
quently, the praetill" in the past ~ and when-he can expect them "':"'and he won't
considered for many future J11ining opera- know that until thll ElS is released next
tiona -IS 1!J leave a man-ntade'topogr"l'hy {Gontinued on p8ge 6)

-;- Grays l.l!.ke
National WjIdlife Refuge

Gay Mine
Simplot Plant

, ,FMC Plant .'

HemyMine
'Wooley Valley Mine

Monsanto Plant

Belter Plant' .
CondaMine

North Mabie Canyon Mine

Soda Springs

i.e ."". ..~!'. .t; ,~"'. .~.~......~. . .~" ,
IMPACf AR~ A ~~pp:ot"eJ4abo plufspbate'8rea;where.3S%of" U..S. -,
reserves are lo~ated. 'I _,

,



UneR~T. LRT·

to~ysLake.Rlls~ersw.ante~tos:e.if UP&L hasbeen exPBIlding its'capaci~
sanc1hill cranes would serve asliJster par- at.the Naugliton'l'Ower'1'lant bear Keiii-
entstohshYW~lUldthusstsrlanew merer, Wyo. In addition, UP&L has an-

., • breeding colOny oft!:>..!! imperiled birds, _ nouneed its intention to'put eijher a nuc-
'1'!.tere are only:about 50 wboopers .left iJ!, lear or ,s: ooal-flll!d power plant near Soda

existence. 8pripgs in the hesI:t of phosphate country,
This past summer; sandhill cranes ' 'This plant woiildn;t be !!WIt qnti11986 at

mised six ;booP!'r, chicks, at 1_ foUr of ,the 'earliest, llC\lOrmngto an Idaho Stete
, _which are now mign.ting with their foster JOUI'4al report. •
parents - hopefully to Bosque del Al?ache- Also tied in jVithphosphate development
National Wildlife Refuge in New Mexico in Idaho is. a proposed coal-fired power
for the winter. If the experiment sucCeeds plant and BIl-alunite mine in southwest'
andthe whooperazetUrn'to the Grays Lake .Utah. ,This-is in additionto Kaiparowits
area to breed, they may find the'phosphate and other Il"wer plants planni.l for south-

, development in the area intolerable. em Utah. .,
POWER PLANTS TOO? ~ Alumet is considering shipping-its phos-

, phatesto a pI8ntrtear Milford, Utah,where * * * s«:
A great deal of .eleetrical energy is re- it will be combined with sulfuric acid to ,,!

quired to run tile furnaces in an elemental, ~e super-phosphate fertilizer. The. acid ' Inquiries and requests for copies of the
p~~rus plant. The ~C elellu.m~ c will, be a by-product: of a plant whic,h will . draft environmentai impact statement to

, plant.mPocatello,uSO/l30%oHdahoPower ~ ext.ract alumina _ the feedstock for be released next month should be addres-
CompBIly's (IPC'sJ,tOt.al. electricaloutput, aluminum-from alunite ore/Coal for the sed to: Interagency task F01'Cll;Develop-
'according to Glen'Br~<!!-ey ot'~.. in- ~I'phmtwinbeBhipPoofromminesin merit of Phosphate Resources in, South-
teragency ~.!orce.TillS lS'tliillvalentto EmiorY Co.mty,'Utah, ' "eastern Idaho, P.O. Box 230, 'Pocatello,
th!" co!,sumption of Idaho's f2.Jar~st .' . Idaho 83201. :
cities,accOrdingtbBra!ltey,-astsggerinj! WHERE DOWE ~O? .ijeari!!ll-S will b<i held on·tjlefuaft;'and
.1.66 billion kUowlitt QQurs per ysar. '. " . ,:U;enafi;;8i EIS will be"released. Foll;;wing

SiRtilarly, Bradley says the ,MonsBllto The mood in southeastern Idaho is one of·;" the fmal.EIS,~heSecretarYof Interior will
elemental p1aIit, serviced by utali Po\'(er tense QJlticipstion. firm facts are'few, and decide how to proceed witfi development.
al1dLight (UP&L) uses as mmh electricit~

~:~:n~~~:~~~' development .Rules for veh.icles. ' .;"r:" ~."
wout<l, of liece~sity. mean expanded '~" . '1 ,
generating capaCity ,for both IPC and (Continued' from page 1). . snow is 'gone from heavily snowmobiled
UP&L. Gov. Andtus reports that phos- single issue is being generated on'our ORV areas:cln short, skiers·feel tHat some areas
pha~ industry expansioll would require plan." . need to be restricted to'snowmobiles in
tha~ 50~\!lore'electricity be generated in ' As ORV enthusjasts see the Logan. order for them 'to experience the thjngs
Ids,ho..,. Ranger District plan,. it's too restrictlve. th'ey most enjoy about their sport.
IPC is now ajoint p$itner in the building' They claim that the proposed l!mowmobile "They haven't given the cross-country

of the Jim Bridger Power' Plant nesr ,Rock closures to critical, game winter range are skier any prime areas," says one disgusted
WILDLIFE WILL SUFFER. Surface' Springs, Wyo., and wili use' some of ;1B unreasonable. "Only'a few ,snowmobilers Sierra Club member. "They haven't even
IIIining destroys wileDife habitBL- 'Ihe- share tohelp'.fuelthe phosphate industry. are chasing deer. Most ¢' us only WBllt to begun to meet the requirements of the ex-
Soulbeast Idaho Council of Govern- In addition \PC is planning 'the Pioneer use the road in the canyon bottom We've ecutive order." .

. . menta predletsa26%-r8ductlonofwiid- Plant south ofBoise, andthereisrumorofa snowmobiled those canyons for years:" The group has an official position state-
~.ID BomeoSr.eas Ilil%Qff!teC!lkha~!tat.' i1Ucl."~qr co'!! ,P,~l,l,t~ il<l.~!1"~ at.., "~~ ~ ~ob~r 15.~eting of ~lIe Bridger- ~nt callipg for the inclusion ofmore :'Ireas
will bIl.1ofI!t. according:to lbe state Fish Amencan Falls west Of Pocatello on the lanil. W,ldlifeFOderat,on, coItiPbiled l8igely,O'm',Ple propolled' snowmobIle closure.
and Game Depadllleat. The -ea- Sna\{eRiver. oOf hunter-ORV users, Utah State Fish and p,,, .,.... ' .

...-.L"lIrez~faleoa1Uld.whfMllJ-""w .... , G Game'Officer PaIn Woodbury answ~red 500 COMMENT
Ing Cl'IIJle are also lhreatimed by I~o those objections. "We i!en't know exactly'
P\loaJlhate. development. what' effects sno)Vmobile noise and pres-

ence have on deer, but studies show deer
are driven out of high usnge .areas. These'
proposed closures ,represent canyons where
number .. of grazing ",nimals are high
enough that we don'tW8llt to chance driv-
Ing them into small areas inadequate fOr
winter range." ,
The group at that meeting wanted both

abundant game and the right to snow-
mobile wherever they pl~ased, As an alter-

, .native to the ForesUlervice plan, they sug-
gested a groomed cBllyon bottom trail witq
.strict enforcement ngmnst off trail travel..
. The group co\Ild reach no agreement on

the Forest Service's plan to cloSe two ieett
roads due to severe safety and erosion prob-
lenis. One of·the people present summed up
the group's sentiments, wrhat's my favorite
road to LogBllPeak BIld it just isn't in 8S
bad a shape.ss.youPeop)e.say it is,"

.«:ontinued from pag; 5)
mOlllb. But even wi~ut the EIS he ven-
turedthe opinion: "It's going to be a.nega-
tive.impac:!;, no two ways.about,it."·
·You're talking about pretty, good game

<:OUl1trY," says Norrie. "Pretty good," may
• "be im understatement. In 1975, 43% of the
.elk pehnits granted'in Idaho were in the
phosphate impact ..... a of sOutheast'Idaho.
Similarly, 3:1%of the Idaho moose permita
were' in thie area About 60% Of the deer
hunting that .!'8kes place in' southeast
Idaho. occurs- in the Phosphate area
As well as the highwslls blocking game

movement, Norrie Ibresees negative im-
pscts on game from increased off road vehi-"
cle use, increased tranSjiOl"tation activity
'(including hBUl """'" BIld rail lines as-
sociated wilb the mining), and general in-
crease inhuman activity in what hilS been
are~ lJlljlOpu\ated. area -f ~,
The area contains several "Class I -

blue ribbon" ~t trout streanl8 in- . - 'If ORV Users are';;'censed at the prop-
clu<1ing DiBDlon~ Cisek and tlie Upper _ ""ed closures, "5 ft. 11 i,n. Foot User" is
Blackfoot River. He fears·t1testreams may : equally adamant in his position,that not
soffer from increased erosion due to new enough' closures have been imposed. A
roade, raiiroads; Mining' acti¥ity, ana local group of Sierra Club members have' BotjI tJIe iIltermountsin Region and the'
waste storage bt:the canyons. focused on the words of the 1972 executive Northam. Region of the Forest Service are
. Endsng8red species in 'the .area are order, '.'that the use of off-road vehicl~s on ,in the pr,6cess of foi'lllulatiI)g ORV use
another prime concern. Norrie seys there -publlclandswill be controlled,anddi,i-ected plans now. Citizens inte~stcl'd in ORV reg-.
lire fmir breediIig pairs <i~regrine falcons· 80 as to •.. minimize corillicts 8J11ongthe ,ulation on forests in Utab, Idaho, western
in'the prOposed mining ........ Peregripes . variouslJ8es of those lanas .." " • Wyoming, Nevade, and Montana. should
are D1l the federal endsngered list and are .mGHW ALts. ~otiRhate mining in - To the croSs,oountry s~r or l!Jlowshoer check. with local ranger .district· offices;""r
ext.reinelysensitivetohumandistutbarice. -Iduo will leave mleli of vertical se.llking the solitude of a winl~'lr landscape, with the regional offices: IntermoU1ltain
Also, Grays·I.,ake National Wildlife Re- man·made cliffs. 'lbe eliffs coUld block the roar of.a snowmobile' is-lntolerable.Al- Region USFS, Federal Office -Building,-

. fuge is just a few miles north of the prop- Wildlife movement and ateeIeraUo era· 'thoUgh skiers often use snowmobile trails 25th St., Ogden, Utah 84401; or Northam
Osedmininlrarea.Thisrefugeisthe,.sum- sian. Reeontouring lb. land and re- ail_pathways in deep snow, a maze of RegionUSFS,FederaIBuilding,Misso\!la,.
mer home Of the largest greater sandhilf claimingitQlll)'notalways1Jerequired, ~_ingtrai.!scanb'lhazardoustothe -Mont. 5980l? -
c'i-sne lireeding colony. in-the ..,.,ntry. ILis for if ~e economlc' picture impro"CIS,. skier who gets ,his ski in the Wj'Ong'I'\lt . The ~cky Mountsin Region, wliich. in- '
also the sceneofa deli"",te wildlife experi- the companies 'may want:to oome in when the snow is Wet or crusty. The quiet cludes Colorado, South Dakota, Nebraska, .

, -ment where eggs from the endangered andre-:apenold 1IliJ¥ls: ' .. Jc ¥' enjoytiien.t of.decipher.ing 'the 'drama and part 6fWyoming, comp1eted its ORV
,; wboopiJigcranewerebrouftfromCanSda )~ 1"botO by; Karl Holte. ' ,painted By a set of animal tracks in th .. < pIans in 1973.
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speculation is high. Itis thecalin before the
_.- I- -'.- -. •• ~ .~storm. . .
"The time to start 'supplying inputs to

the federal agencies involved is now,"'says-
-ilie Idaho Environmental Council. "The
amount of serious attention given'tden-
vh-oninental impacts .... will be sOmewhat
related to the amount of public interest
shown." .
"Anticipated local revenues will not

anywhere approximate whaJjs needed to
adequately solve the problems of the pro-
jected impact," says the Southeast Idalia
Council ofGovernments. "Where do we go
from here? '11h~ answers are up to you." -

Somewhere between the two extremes
lies the ultimate plan. Boyd Carpenter,
Wasatch National Forest recreation fores-
ter, says, tTve·received'ov:er 500 wri.tten
comments to date, Many individuals have
expressed general support, but have given
.thoughtful attention to a particular area of
concern. It will be interesting to see the
final outcome on tqis ORV thing."
The deadline for written comments- on

the Wasatch Na'tionsl Fore~t ORV prop-
osed plan is December- ~1, 1975. (Com-
meiits shbuld be mailed to: Chandler St,
John, Supervisor, Wasatch National
Forest, 4311 Federal Building, l2'5 S.
. State, Salt Lake City, Utlih 84138.) At that
time each of the six renger districts on the
Wasatch will study the written comments,
WjIl 'revise ~their plans as necessary,' and
will submit them to 'the Salt Lake head-
quarters for cons'olidstion into a final plan
in mid-1976.
The-Forest Service Multiple Use cOllcept_

is being put to a test on the ORV issue.
Conflict is in~itable when considering the
needs of the diverse interest groups in-
volved.

•
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start at the top,,1ts inf'mite completeness ~oulabe to nver -
runningwhatabookonbea~rtrappinBwbUldhavebeen "
to a mountaili man" "

The ambitiouS comprehensiveness of such a book re. \
.ducesany Critic~nit-piCkini For~, OarB: McGill-_
Dis' liSting oroar 1engths acc:ording to boat size does not -
take irito account the particular river" conditions ~ing
run, and"these "slDndard" sizes maynotnecessarily be the
qltUnum.· Th;ere is no lllel).tion <i IibergJassing' oar ,tips ,
and shaft; at pointe c!wem: betOt'e use, something mimy
boatmen'''on th"Gl'een lind ColOrado do as a malter of
~. McGinnis llligesta a copper tip on the ~, but

"does nOt·~ hoW IRid1 a si\ield might be atteehll!il nails
would certainly weaken the ll1ade and no oth'ermethodis
sugges"ted;" ,~ r . ,

Ipersonally take exception tohisdeniaI ofwool foI:river
wear -that !lOuld be a"California boatman speaking ,

, When it's as blOO!lY~8B it is ontM~Riverin the
, Canyon of ~ in, Oiotobei'".WOOl, 'ven "hen ....to reo

tains more waDnth'tban any other ta.bn~EVen on SOm'
mer triPs, ilwool shUt can: come in "Vf'rY handy. '

•

Inthe camera appllllllix (which McGinnis.did not write ",
- he has included 8eIltneJ!IB /i'om authorities in other
fields) there_is no menti!m ofmy husband's.favorite wet-
work carilera,the,Nikonis, ~r that walle1j1l00f housings
canb.!l boug4t fOr mOst movie Bnilstill cauieras. Although

RAFl'JNG. A quietlltretch of the Milldle Fork of tie Salmon. frightfully expensive (but soare good rafts» they mightbe
_tial for a devol!ld rsftei-J1hotqirapher. There is Do

I
' '1 by 19(0. Now, however, well oved5;OOO people per year" , suggestion that all goo/l ClIpIera equipment should be "

' •. ~- U" o. o· ks.. make the trip ~h ~is delicate national~. iJlslJJ!'d· Last'weekallOlieous 17 mm BoIex went to the, Urban problems of overCrowding, vandalism, pollution, bottOm of the' Green River when a raft wrapped around a
and contagious diseases come ,along with them.' rock in I.odore and then Dipped. Fortunately, it was in-

Mushrooming statistics apply 1Dalmost 811 naVigable surelk . , ,". . , , '
" .riv.ers. In 1965, over 14,000 people ll08teU the Snake. By ThtsparticuIa1'encHJf.the-sessontrip downLodorewss ",,'

.1973,_the number ballooned 1Daningedible 75,408. a rlgorous'one, with miserably loW water (Lodore and

R.,·v·e'r;' RU!1o,,·n· 9 Withinthenextfewyearsourrivers,snd,theirshoreswill ,belowdepe!1dupon theamountofwa"lr being let out of ,
, be permanently ruined by overuse, unless agencies and FlaDJing Gorge Dam", and it WSjl only 800" cubic feet pet

nver"rwmers take~tive action. . 'second' (cfs), as compared to a summer 'flow of
oyVerneHuser, Henry Regnery Company, Chicago, The government lu;,s begun to regulate users in a', 10,000-12,000 ds), nigh.-winds of,,40-50 knots" driving
1975. $10.00 hardcover, $4.95 p"Perback; ~ pages. number of areas -.md to insist that. they follow sound rain, and freak raft; flip With a oouple po~ntial cases of
Photographs and charts. ' procedures, inCluding us~ ofchemical1Dilets and airrying' , hypothermia. That. night, ··long after the -raft had been

out of trash. Yet, as is the case with other public re-: 'unwra- .... fromthe rock and'the cold bodies warmed, we
Review'by Peter Wild ofte th F rest "._" d P k Se ' ~ ,c· -', sources, n" ,e, 0 """"c~ a~ ar .. ~ce are , look,e."tup th.e "texJbook Il"!,u\j"!}".in ¥..r.!l?:',tis: !*jk .

.I!j,/-chsear!Ilore.andJ1lPl8,pl!Ople look forwsrdto.spring, " assaulted"by tho~ who would .explo~t Amenca s ~aters" ., McGimIis' "E<iY.Ptian ni'el1lixl.l<-'(lolSOfslav~pulHngon a
jtclUng1Djointhosewhopointthenosesoftheirboatsinto for thell' own gams".Some conunemal outfitters In th! ·rope)hsdbeen used togetthe raft offtherock, andinstesd'
whitewater" During the winter monthsbeginners can get" Grand €anyon, for ","""pie, have sue<!the Park Bervi"" ofMcGinnisc"";"hes;·therem-lolS o(.wenol>ile.But the
a taste of the dange';' andjoys thatHe in store for them by in order to in':!""8e· their use of an already overburdened· philosophy in book·and practice was the same: get with it,
reading River Running, written by a professional guide resource, In, a~dition, they, a~d their I~bbyi~t~ in do the right thing, and do it NOW .

. with many seasons of ex~rience'shooting roiled .waterS.' Wash'1'gton, mSlst that ther continued use of motorized Competent handling of such emergencies is not
Blurbs on boQkjackets often hold out more than the boatB can be justified' i,:, the"interest8 of safety. Huser something that you can get by reading about it ina book,

inside delivers, This book contains almost everything wryly comments "that thlS'S, .". an argume~t .~t 1IlaD,Y . and herein lies a potential problem with such a thorough'
that the cover promises '''a complete and fully illustrated knowledgeable. nver r~ers accept. UJ1less ,t 'SlD thell - boW.to~k:"afl!1sesenseofsecurity. Although McGinnis

"~idetorunrtingrivers-withorwithoutaguide,,"Verne own finanClal mteI;!l~. , empll8Sizes ~e s: first ¢d collrse, gil boating with an
Huser's discussions will be of most interest 1Dusers of Government agenCles need the vocal ~u~po:t of those' ' experienced friend, sign up for Iiwhitewater oourse first,
inflatable craft, though canoe and kayak owners also will who u~lllerst~d that !'" -undergo, self-dl8Clp~lne an~ 1D these are th!, eau~ous seosible rul... that always apply 1D_
find them helpful" In fact, the writer gives far more thlIn treatnv~,:" WIth care ~ mean thepreservationof.pnce" someonee1se, andlilustrationsofpontoons in trouble~nly
the expected fare ofhow·to select and equip a boat, what to less legac,es for our chfldien, engendel' in the disrespectful beer"C8J1-tossing Deliver-
put in it, and what to look for when appro.aching a boiling ,ance types a greater desire to go out and beat the river. I
streteh of water. ., , rode witli one oitbese yahoos "'!ce and it scares thlt hell

This is a lesmer's handbook, but one thatllXpIains W" L,·te·wate. r out of you. ' -
more than the differences oetween a chute and a !lays" n ,.Thenver, liketheairandthesea, isveryunforgivingof
tack. ,The author stays at our elbo';'s, reminding us of ,- error. River 1"I1J\llersare Jike good pilota: there are no old
important detajls thatthe beginner might overlook. As is ,Ra '£t,·ng' - bold ones. You REALI.Y have 1Dread this booli: to become
true of_backpacking, the particulars of river rwming' can Ti aware of the quality of skill needed to run rivers and to
make .or break a trip, There's nothing like losing an oar" appreciate that there is no sUch thing as instant boat-
for' instance, snd then having \0 iabor most of a day by William McGinniS. Quadrangle, the New'York manship, before you; as McG~ beautifully puts it, go-
whittling a' new' one from a fog because you forgot the Tim,,!, Book Company, $12M ,hard cover. Photo- "wide-eyed and I,'8reful.out onto that dazzling flow."
spare.AndthenrealizingthatyOualsoforg9tthesalvefor graphs and diagrams. < • ~.~ ~ '_~ , -I, • ~ ... - ".

blisters" "Psges 266'·270 contain; a thorough check list of ......_ 1 '.I adntire McGinnis' encyclopedic approach and his at-
essential gear" Review by Ann Zwmger\ tention to de.tail. "McGinnis' peers, the experienced boat-

Or what could be worse th~ driving hundreds of Wiles ' , • . JDen on the Lodore trip, found the book likeWise. IfI have
with a heart seton plunging into the splendid gorge of William McGinnis haS written a defmitive book about any l'lIservations, theY are largely philosophical. As with
Idaho's Selway River, only to discover on arrival thai by whitewater rafti';g, well-organized, articulate,' and my own writing, I feel ail ambivalence: the more you tell
necessi.t;y the Forest Service requires reservations? Ana- thorough. Covered are raftinJl eqllipment"1'-d technique, people abo'u.t the "wildernese experience," the more pea!-
we",: far worse would be the novicesctually launching his>. coping with emergencieS,food selection anfl preparation, pie are attracted to invade the wilderness, and then,
boat into the wild Selway, definitely a stream fOF the camping on the river (down 1Dgood ,lists of kite.hen and' ",henCe wilderness fur any of us? Or you jl.ccept thet pea-

I ' ,- "-

"" expenenced. , personal,gear), and a cOlllprehensive section on the runn" pie are going to do so anyway, and any wedge of aware""
Regulations and conditions differ widely. River Run· able rivers of the u.s. with excellent lists of appropriate ness t1iat you,can create to make them see th~ fragility of

nihil furnishes the information, or st least points to references. Appendices include more checklists, notes"on that world i...all to the good. .
the SOUl'ceswhere it 'c~ be fO',1nd,thet·will help '"void ppotography, lists of suppliers, knots,mili"taiiting our Alth6ugh this trad",liOokformat$12.50 hardback is not.•
heartache, perhap,s disaster" Huser's overall apptoach is -last free river, whiteWater schools, outfitq,rs, and conser" the ideal book to.carry on the river, I did so, and spent
cautionary b~cause he believes that the beginner will yation organizations. Even better, thetext is handsomely most of my tUne borrowing it back from SOIlle bostman
-increase his pleasure and avoid cris'" by taking it easy /Illustrated, wit!} jlbtli photograpbs and exceUent diag'- who wss diligently resdingthrough it, or saymg"WOW!"
and enjoying himself, gaining cohfidence in his skills and rams. The lIraY;tngs are prmessionlil.and detailed (the at the picture of Rainie Fslls. Ifthis book-brings a little
the capabilities of his Iloat, I _ • caption printing i~ not illwsys of the siune qu;liity).· more safety and awarenese to one of the great experiences ,

He maintains that people who enjoy rivers have the.. Whitewater Rafting is so detailed that it might dani· of t1ie wilderness; it,ill well worth the price, even for
obligation to protect them. The latter chapters present a jieh for some readers one oftM great pleasures of rafting: smichair ·rafterll. McGinnis speaks f!'r those of us who
sound environmental ethic for riveirunners and make a. experimentation and learning. Fiddling around with dif· lo'Vetheriver, who "mustlieabletotaste, tohave access1D'
strong case for strict regulation of river use. In 1869, Job!! fere~t rigs ,,!,d endless. discussions over innUl)lberabl~ those w!ves, ~to those deep pools; they are special to us,
Wesley. P()wellwas the first to shoot. t)u-ough the wonders cans of beer abOut what works hestand why is .'!~of t1ie . '. they liv~ in.,our IQ.inds, and .Wf must see for ourselve8,
of the Grand Canyon. A mere 44 boate~had follow~him joy;s,of~y river ~,;'s dsy,,'VYith~~~~: lloo~,you . agail!- and ~,~,,!;hat t!'er an: ~.~ , .' ,,, :~.

,

HeN



,- , .
\

- Inwintertime, the feet of _ptarmigan are like sn~:llYI'~t "!!!J!. ~!,avywhite feathers a-ndfrlDged scales~
to help them walk in soft snow. " , ' "

-

,/

The pta]
, foundit aI

tundras. 11
its bold lif
give me a

•
, ,

,li.mid _timberlin'e mou.ntaineer·- . - ~ .

1J-- _

by Sarah Doll however. Theerminealso becomes wbite in closely. Not locating either of the birds, I'
Occasionally.a mount8jn w~ in: the ~e winter, a greatp.dvantage m ~tahunt- . returned to th~ spot where one had been, I

ROckies wilrbe startled to discOver that mg; Other predators of the ptarmigan are -had about decided to give up the search,
he's not the only living thiDlf'in thebitmut., the fox, 1Jl:ar' mountain lion, and falcon. when one of them.cominenced£:o peek my ,
.windSwept, land above timberline. The. .Except In ,Alaska., where the ~k 8;"d shoe .. I was standing so close th~t I was
. w!}ire-tailed ptarmigan is quite aJ;home in willow, p~an species ao~times bve actually touching her with m~ toe. He a.1so
these surroundings, and stays there all clos~ toEskimo villages. these birds are not' tells of Iyt~g q\llei'!y m t\.temidst of a flock _
year. It only makes brief vertical.migra- ~n lI!!portant food source for huma,ns, of these frietidly creatures, who see'1'ed to.
tions down the slopes to find food when M.embers of early timber line. mining take him for a rock, using liis head and
tlierli is deep aDOWcover, or, possibly; just ca.mps, howev.er, "';!"'rted that the ptar- ' shou!dera for observation points. ' ~
for Ii. c:hatige. of seene or a chance to go nngan was quIt:" edible and ~asy to catch, Not a f\iasy homemaker,-the.,ptarmigan .-
sliding down snowfields. During severe _ The W;hite-t;riled speci,,!,. the only one forms its" nest mostly ,by sitting on the
storms, itburrows into the snow fer'protee- ·.found in the lowerA8 stateS, lives such an ground and gradually making a depres-

"tion. Th! natile "ptarmigan" probably isolated life oIl the m0ll!'taintops that co!'· sion. The female· lays 'li-om fuur to fifteen
stegts from the Gaelic word "tarmaehan'" taetwithmanhssbeen!Dfnimal.,~popu- eggs, which the male,helps incubate I!Dd

- " which, means "mountaineer." 'Iatioti in Wyo!Ding js small, centered 'defend,They hatch in, late June or early
These bantam-sized birds; which ,are mostly in tile Snowy Range. There 'is no July. Tliey do learn to fly, but seem to J11'&'

8pecies:m grouse, _-continuously adapt- hunting ilessonon them, although they att. fer foot travel~unless frightened. The
ing, to their enVironmen~ Their principaI- considered a game bird in the state. The Alaska.n species migrate to avoid the/sea-
defense against predatlirs is their abiliw to largest population is in Colorado, and they 80n of continuous night, but the whi te-
blend into the baelqp'ound, and so th~ are are commonly seen>along Trail Ridge Road taUed ptarmigan of,the Rockies stays close
almost always molting. The s,ummer in Rocky Mountain Natiooal Park." to ita birthplace all· ita-life. The'principal
PJ,1JI!I8I8 is mottled broWo,grey, and white, - An. enjoyabie bird to Observe, the ptar- food soitrce is the willow, supplemented by
to.blend with the roc:ka, dirt, and dirtY sno"'- migan seems to harbOr' no fear towardS insects, leaves, berri"s, and grasses.
psteh"" Ofthe,meuntain slopet. 'lite male ia man. Like all grouse;it uses «confiding ~ seeing ptart!1igan.either a flock or II: .

sometimes disCetllible inmating-.on by ha:vior"a.aproteetivell\8chatiism.Instead single bird, is i noteworthy Occasion for
his wattle; a-bright-l'lld Jll\tch over the eye. rJ flying when it sees danger, it remains several rellllOns. Their -population is fairly
Its winter dress is totslly white, with still aslong aspoSsible. Enos Milllf,' a long- stable, but tt>ey are not colilmon, especially .
feathers even covering its feet. Oiily the time birdwatcher,of the Colorado Rockies, ~utside Colorado, and 'Dlany life~time
b1ack eye and bill contrast with the·snow tells rJ watching two ptarmigan at close ,mountaineerSliave neVer seen one. Even if
cover. Studies have shown that changesin raage, tflntinginoment@.rily to wstch a one is in thevici~ity, a aisuaIobserver may .

-the length of day, not temperat'\l"C'. mountain sheep, then turning back to the. very well take it for a rock or small snow,
chattgell, trigger molting. Captive 'birds ptart!1igan" to disCover that they'd dissp· drift, and miss it entirely. The bIrd 1iaS a
suJUeetedto long periods of light will take pelired. He writes, "I advanced.to the spot _ wartliperaonalitythatmakesaneneounter
on summer plUJ!U1ge \l>~ 01_:,,, ~t11 whtwllhsdWt~ .. ot:.thl'!lJ:lllJ,!I,,~,~~til,.&¥,~Wl":alile. It is s rewarding ad-,

- Some of the ptarmtgan's natural' looking s\l.around. f::'a': I made!k.8P."i~of .?-itioQto.!he ~'!lui~t experiepce" we seek in,
enemies hs~ this ~ "ptive ability.; concentric circles, in~'t.'b:e groiilia"'thi'Jfitlllii't.n1i:li.'ld .
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language of silen(
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. The ptarnJ&i.ganlias won my heart wherever I have
foundit am'fg ~he crags or ?n the sman~illow~dotted ,
tundras. Its aehberateness, Its self-contamedness, and
its bold life among the wild, lonely scenes combined to
give me a song attachment for it. - '- , .

. EnosMills, Bird Memories of the Rockies

, '

, 'n"awing by Bruce Hamilton.'
J

, '

. ,..: \ i n\ l'

he quiet movelllents and.silence of this alpine bird(e its I?resence V'ery impressive to the lonely visitor. I
e,nevermet beaStor bird that is so expressive in the.
PIage of silence.f!I'heydeat-Iy want ~be intimate, but ~
'r never say so. . , .

,Enos Mills, Bird:Memories of the Rockies
I
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. GEp11IERM¥- - NO STEAM. Once estimatAld tobe
worth $25l?illion, the Ml\ryBville, Mont., geotQermaltest

, 1ieId"is hiling returned to the ghosts and the ranchers
- who live in the area." 'We came to the conclusion that
there's probaQly not mnch water down there, and' the
tempenrture is too low,· 88YSWilliam R. McSpadden, Who
headed the two-year Marysville geothermaI prqj~. IiI
Idaho, Sen. Fra¥ Churcll (D) blames Energy Res88l'Ch
and Development AdmihistrationiJIdeeisiveD888 fur-the
slow devellJlll!lOnt ofgeothermal energy in the Raft River '
Valley. Church held hearings in Idaho Falls on the PI'Oc

. ject. An ERDA 8p('\<esmsn IIIlidfuat beeause more testing
was needed, the slow progress _just Prudellt ~
ment. "I ain not sayillg that pilot or demonstration
facilities have tobe economic, but clearly the potential for
~nomil'" shonId be there," the ERDA Spokesman.'Illiid.

, "-
TVA PLANS MINE; Tenneasee Valley Authority \TVA)
iuld United Nuclear Teton' Plan a new uranium uiine in
PODV~ C~, Wyo.,. w\1ich will employ '~ut '280
~ople.

"

energy n~ of the Rockies and qreat Plains

,C~TRAL WYQ. MINES. Cbinpanies from New York,
Colorado, andldaho have applied for leases to mine coal in
south central Wyoming. The fI'Oa has traditionally been ,
the site of considerable coal mining. Arch Minerals,
1lDsebud Coal Co., andMedicirie'BowCoal Co. are mining
there tllday,. Lease applications on 130,000 additional
acres are pending., / ' , -

line R~ TIfVelI

FIRST COLSTRIP'DECISION SOON. The Mo~tana
BOard Of Health is expect.;'d to deCide this month whether
or not Colstrip 3 and 4 would meet state and federal air

, .and water quality standards. Attorneys for the Montana
Power Co. and four other utilities seeking state permis-
sion to build the two 700-megawatt power plants sug-
gested that the board could grant approval- with condi-
tions, rather than deciding yes. or no.

'VARIANCE WOULD HURT AGRiCULTURE.' 'A
rural Wyoming conservation group is opposing Basin

. Electric's request for a variance from state air quality
standards for the proposed Laramie Riv"erStation power '
plant near Wheatland,. Wyo. (See HCN, Aug. I, 1975).
Tyler Dodge, chairman Of the Laramie River Conserva-
tion Council, said, \'We believe the sulfur dioxide regula-
tions were adoptelJ,.for good reasons. This pollutant has
caused serious health and agriculture problema irr other
parts of the country ... .If Basin Electric doesn't meet
• these standards, my farm and the farms of our area could
be in serious trouble.Yl'he State Environmental Quality

. Council will hold' a hearing on the request on Jan. 20,
1976. ,:

'be flIed by California cities receiving power from the
, Intermountain Power. Project.

In Utah/three environmental organizations have filed
a, 'protest to block stste approvalof water for the"
Kaiparowits plant. The Escalante Wilderness Commit-
tee, th~ Environmental Defense ·Fund, and the Sierra
Club protested to theUtali State Engineer, who is consid-
ering a renew81 of the Kajparowits water rights.

_ The utilities planning Kaiparowits have an escalating
water right of up to 102~000 acre-feet of water, but have
not yet put the water to a beneficial use,IThe'oompanies'
. want 1;0 extend the period within which they can put the
water to use for 'another- nine ~eai-s. They also want to
change the place and time of use 'and scale down the
amount,a 86,OOCl acre-feet. .
Th~e conservationgroups want to postponea hear-

ing on the waterright continuance. The groups feel that
POTEN'11ALPOWER8ITE:Lookingacroll8' e Po_II from the NavajO power pIimtslts to the before a decision is ml!llf, two stuc!!es should be, com-
proposed Kaip81'OwitII plant site. Photo,\)y Jack McLellan. ' , '0 pleted: 1) statewide water plan to determine how Utah.

~aiparc,wits'~cssoult unrJ~a'~'hea~r ·~~::g~~;;~:!!~:~:~:}:~~~j:h~~
A legion of legal asaaultS hsa been unleashed by ~n- \'ll"ncy has reviewed whether such,!" expensive ($2.bill· "This is really a planning case," says EDF attorney

servationists against thepropos<;d Kaiparowits coal-fiJ'8!l ion cost to California u}ilities) and poten~ially environ- George Pring. "It is not clear that Utah should be using up
power plant. Conservation organizations aeross thecoun· mentally destructive project is necessary in light of ita limited remaining water for dubjous power production
try fear that if Kaiparowits is built, ita pollution could ·California's futlJre energy needs," says ,the Sierra Club. benefits without a water plan."
ruin the unique canyon COuDM'y of southern Utah. " - The need for California to assess whether pr not "The plant may not be necessary and may cause Severe
The legal chaU;'ng~ include 'lw.stion~ tHe need for Kaiparowits is necess8ry becomes. crucial in light of dif· problems. That's two strikes against public benefit," says
hi' . .." fenng energy demand forecaste m the sta,te: Recently Pring. ,
tKe. pow~rta? athnt, bseProtestof'~l{taJ(t'teantltenJ{wlana~rdto Ronald Doctor of the California Energy, Resources Con· The Sierra Club is also investigatiug the need for a
wparow. m ea nee as wa rp ,an . d - C'·· d' dseeking a: regional environmental impact statement on servatJon an ~eveJ:opment omm18,!~on pre lete _ regiona'} environmental impact statement: on

d I t· th So th st energy conservatIon measures could reduce the need for Kaiparowits and o,ther power projects planned' for the
power eve opmen m e u we . . ' _. - I I kl d d" " ,- • neW pow ... plant constructIOn, by 50% to 70%. Four Comers region. n a etter to Curt Ber un, irec-

InCalifornia, the C~ter for Law in the PubIiclnterest In rellitedaction, CaliforniaAttorney General EvelleJ. tor of the Bureau of Land Management, club attorneys
mOd a petitiOn on behalfofthe Sierra Club to compel the Youllger has ruled that the CalifornIa Environmental asked if a regional impact statement was being consi·
California Public Utilities Commission to superVise out- Quality Act appfies .beyond' state borders. 'Phe 'ruling dered. The lettrr "states that the sitl!"tion in the South·
of-state construction of· the Kaiparowits plant. The came in responsetoaquestionconreming the Intermoun- west is analogous tothatfouI,ldon the Northern Plains. In
CalifOrnia PUC should be involved, according too thepeti- tain Power Ptojed-an<lther.southern u,tah power plant' the Northern Plains. the club filed suit (Sierra Club v.
tion, because two California utilities are in on building with 85% of its power output going to the Los Angeles Mortoh), and t!'e cpu,rts have held up futther coal leasing
the plant and purchasing its power output. "No California area:Vounger said state impact statements maY have to, pending completion of a regional impact statement.,

- - j. '"

\

, begun to fight enactment of the leasing bill withol1tStrip
mining safeguards. The argument: it would be Wlwise to
getthe leasing laws ready for action without rigid strip
mining reclamation standsrds on the lawbooks ..
, Mrs. MInk ssys she agrees with that reasoning, and

by Lee Catterall c- questions only tJie,~iming .. She aggressively fought the
attempt by Rep: ,Jol)n Melcher (O-Mont.) to combine the

Strategy- differences amon8- backe .....of a fedel'@l strip two bill·s in committee.
mining bill have produeed a chaotic legislativ:e quagmire , That would result in "hundreds of amendments and
that also threa~ t<;> swallow proposed coal leasing re- dsys and days Of debQte" in the Interior Committe'e and 'on
forms. . . , the H.ous~ floor, stalling a'large backlog of legislation
The Ho;;'se Interim' eonimittee last week rejected, I>ya awaiting action by the committee, she said.

20 to 21 vote, a proposal to tie the twice-vetoed strip 'Mre. MinI< said it "makes the most'sense" to instead
mining bill to another bill tb,at wolild revise the nation'~ combine the two bills in the, joint conference that will
55-year-old min'("Bl1easiiig law. Several strong propo- work out differences in the.House and Senate coal leasing
nenta of strip 1!fuiin'g legislation; notably Reps. Patsy. Iiills. '
Mink (O-Hawaii) and Philip Ruppe (R-Micru), fought the Her opponents say S)1c1\.tiliingwould be unlikely, ifn.t
attachment. '. . impossibl~. The Senate version includes/reclamation
~AlIwe're'simplygoingrodo:'Ruppesaidinopposition standsrds for strip mined.federal, but 'not private, ~al.

to the attachment, "is decrease the chances of passing Senate InteriorCQ.lllJIlittee ClIairman Henry Jackson has
these amendmentS tothe Mineral Leasing Act of 1920/' told House memli'ers he woyJd 'lPpose including private'
However, the c!ei:ision not to combine the'two \jills may • coal unless the House hall 'first ilgre.ed t\o do so.·,

bring th" same result. The environmental lobby has '\ Eveli if JackSon were oV'lm'illildIiy ather confere<!il,the ..
I' ,

\ eckoning'
from Wash!ington

/

,

.. .
bill' would face proc~dural chailenges in the House that
could prev~nt its final consideration.
-,.. Those strategy squabbles are leaving the entire strip
mining debate in disarray. Rep. Morris Udall.o(D-Ariz.)
poted Congress has overriden 'only three per cent of the
bills vetoed by Presidents in U.S. history. Overrides have
occu~d only when Congres~ was of one mi~d.

The Interior iJepartment~ meanwhile, has acted to
thwart the strongest argument in favor pfadopth:'g a strip
mining bill before or, at least, along with a coal leasing

, bill. It has adopted strip mining.reclamation stendsrds of
ita own for federal coal, and, like thesttip'mining bill, has
allowed stronger state laws fo supersede'federal stan',
darda. .
The department noted its policy prominently when an·

nouncing last week that itwas ....grantink a mining Rermit
to Amax Coal Co. in the .Powder River Basin.
Melcher warns about a "two-tiered" reclamation stan-

dard -'- federal and state standsrds applying sel'arately
·in the same state - but Rep. Sam Steiger (R-Ariz.) argued

- tiui Interior Department policy prev.ents that.
"Th<1-,two.tiereQproblem is,a'very re~l thing, despite

what Mr. Steiger saf's," Melcher insisted. . ~

•
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Colorado soundsoff on synthetic' fuel' bill '
Sen. Henry'Jackson (I)-Wash.) expressed "';"ervations "'Fested'the poasibili~ that !'irresponSible state gov:-

last week about allowing' states veto power over sPecific- ernments would hamli!"r resource development," accord-
loan guarantee projects for synthetic fuel production. ing to'a report In the Denver POst. "
However, he later backed off. WhiJackson later wrote Colorado GOv. Dick r.;.,;",; what . 'le House aides have suggested pushing the je-quested funding even higher than the $6Jiillion proposed
the Denver Post calls "a carefully written letter; oIlyi· by Jackso.n- It was suggested tbat the program also in-
'ously written with future presidential votes in mind," '~lude$4.5billioninpriCeguaranteesforthefirmsp1'lK1Uc-
saying he would coJ!l!iderWes'tem governors' demands' mg the synthetic fuels and another !I6OOlnillion be added
regarding the bill., e" topsyrorutili~constructiooin thereso~developing.
Jackson had added an amendment to tfie Energy Re- areas. . .

search and Development Administration (ERDA) bill cal-
ling for $6 billion in federal funds to guarantee loanli' for
synthetic fuel production. (See HCN, Oct. 24,1975, page
12) The governors, aUDemocra Is, asked for a conditional
state veto power, agreeing to allow the ERDA director to
override them i~a project is ,in the national interest.
. , qolorado Se,p. Floyd Haskell, also a Democrat, .is de·
manding that the governors" demands he included, He
says, ~The way the bill is drawn, the industry is guaran-
teed . ,. the lenders are guaranteed .... - everybody has a
guarantee except the people, who Will have-to live with
those projects."
Colorado Sen, Gary Hart (D) has B;;ked that the synthe-

tic fuels -loan program be.completely removed from the
ERDA appropriations bill and considered separatelye
Reps., Tim Wirth, PatSchroeder,WilliamArmstrong, and
James Johnson, aU of Colorado, have aiso voiced,opposi-
tlOn to the synthetic fuels SlObsidy, Rep. Teno Roncalio
(I).Wyo,) was not allowed to express his vote on the bill.
He angrily resigned from th,e House-Senate conference
committee considering the ERDA appropriations when he '
was)old he could only vote on nuclear energy progrsms,
Rep. Ken HecWer (D·W,Va.) has been another key op:

po~ent of the sy:rithetic fuellqans. He along with Wiith, ,
InSISted on hearings. H~!'believes the administration has
overlooked the social and economic impacts of commet.:cial
coal C<Jnversion·plants 9n Appalachia.
Federal Energy Admi,riistrator FrankZarb hlIs opposed

the. governors' -reque~t. for limited veto pQvyer.He has:

,

Interiar says,eDergyne~8 fro.~aero88the country

No coal comoromlse- TVA DEBT B~ TOFUj(>a. The Sen~te·.'
c' . ." I"": . , WOrks.Committee voted la8t week to send thebill to the
,The Interior Department has 'rejected the idea of an Senate. floor whi~~ would raise Tennessee Valley

,ou~-of.co~sett!ement to Sierra glub v,Morton, a Jiw- - A:9thon~sdebt ... i1~~m~l>~to$15bi11ion. The
, SUIt blocking Coal development in the' Northern Plains. bill, which has had no public hearmgs, would proVide
'Terms for.a negotiated settlement hild been drafted by .funds primarily for nuclear powerp\aJ!ta. Meanwhile,
Wyoming Gov. Eel Hersch1er and spproved by·the W.est- accordiiIg to Coal Wee!<, TVA's Brown's Ferry nuelear
em Governors' Regional Energy Policy Offi~.. plant illcosting TVA more than $3million for repairs and

, ,Ii.~the governors' meeting in Albuquerque, N.M" "In: $90 ~ion in lost ~t generati!"l as a reB\llt of the'
,tenor Sec.•Thomas Kleppe 'initially was amenable to the' 8CCIden~there on-~ 22. Cost ove'i'runli at other nue-
suggestion," .!"J>Orts <rom Week. "Howevel:, he's been :1_ TVA planta nOw un.lIer cOnstruction are rumling,into
advised by,his aides th'at settlement wowd leave In~or millions of dollars." , '~ •
bound by the precedent 0'0 regional F;IS's (environme~
Impact statem~nts),set by the appeals court. That's unac-
~ptable, they say."
The Herschler compromise woU:ldh,w; allowed for li-

mited development of ""~ while a regilltJ!1Iimpact state='
merit for the Northern Plains was being' drafted. (see
,HCN, 11-'1.-75), In its suit,tgeSierra Club claimed that
the law requires a regional impact statement before Ieas-,
ing more coal oDifederallands in the Northern Plilirts. The
isSU!'has been in the courts since U!73. Now a Supreme
Court hattie seems'likely. .- - ~ .
"SomeoftheDepartmentofinteriora~eyswantto WESTERN COA.L TOO HOT? West Yir8una U.S.

inflate tlieir egoS by winning this lawsuit, and I'm opt so Senators Robert Byrd andJ!lJl11incsRandi>1ph haVe ca Ded

I
sure they would win, ".Herscliler told UPI. The Wyoming \ for a study by the Federal Energy A~tion and

ft ULL .... II, M, ,80A.1li. governor wants some coardevelopment to b~gin now to . Ellergy. ~ and D~veJOement Administratio!;l on:D 'C6 ',8' nu prevent a sudden boom'later. A court injunction prevents the radloacJ;lVIt¥ of Western coals. The request results
~~'il'',.'~~oo:o'""''''!i'';,i,~""",,,!~!;.i' ";;';;"'cj,- ,;;.ji;,."" 'anyodevelopmept until the suit is settled-". :,' frojDa study by Marshall Universi~ whieh indicates that

. .Sien'll :Club North",",,: Plains represeo'Wtive Lsney.J~r-grade seaJs may have high concentraROns ,Cll
HICks ~llld that .she was angry, frusfiateed, lind disap- uranium. T","-Westyuiihia JegiSliltive liiad.;il; asklld
pomted by theIntenorDepiirtment'sfailure to negotiate. the .~nat!'~s.to make the ~tudy, saying that the
Another conservation leader iiI Wyoming expreased admimstration s emphasis oliWestem coal would b8"in.

similar feelings. "We felt GOv. Herschler's efforta'to en- tolera~!e·)f it encouraged "the most deadlY sort of air
courage J!oII out-of.court oott!ement were quite reasonable' PQllutlOn known to msD." -

and viopld have helped insure ordeflydevelopment:clfthis
region's coal," said Lynn D!~key.,coordinator for the Pow-
der River Basin Resource Council. ' •

by Zane E._Colo\gy. ... ..
, !

McPhetters, a verY sa:d fellow
Boughfi,cattle ar~und Pocatello
Their bones were all crunched
From the fluorides they'd munclied

And their legs wobbled 'neat!:>thern: like jello,. .- '
CONSERVA110N UBRARY ,

. The only conservati~n library in the regio';:-will' be
closil1fl o..cemher 31 iIhless enough monsy can he rai~ed
in t"" deductihle donations. The Conservation Library of
the Denver PubliC Library is a treasury ofearth resources
knowledge for buSiness, industry. government, environ-
mental, and academic researchers. It has been used 'ex-
ten~ively for research for environmental impact state-
ments, legislative research, as well as detailed develop.
ment. plans. The committee's immediate goal is enough
money to keep the collection together, keep the material
available to the public, and to attain enough time to mak .. ,
permanent funding lll'rangelnents. Checks can be made
payable to the Denver Public Library'Foundstion, Inc.,
Conser.vation Library ~ccilunt, lind sent to the Rocky
Mountain Center on Environment;1115 Grant St., De-
nver, 0010. 80203.

BEAVERHEAD FOREST HEARINGS .
. The supervisor for t~e Beaverhead Natiorurl Forest;';"
Montanais holding public worJ<shopson land usealterna-
. ti~es for the Beaverhead National Forest.
WQrkshops started N~v~17. For informa'tion on the re-
J]laini~ workShopS, conmct the Supervisor, Beaverhe':d
Nationlil Foresi..Box ,1258, Dillon, Mont. 59725. Written
c.o}prnenls may b~.submittid to·tbe same addreas until
J)ec"i!l.' . " .

,wlIEATLAND PLANT HEARING .~
TheWyoming-Public Service Commission will consider

authorizing th~ construction of the p~roj>qsedMissouri
Basin.Power Project's Laramie River Station near Wheat-
land in a public. hearing on Mondsy, Dec. 8, at. the au-
ditoIium of the Stste Office Building West in Ch.eyenne,
Wilo. Th~ proposal is for three 500-megawatt coal-fired
generating unilE and a 100,000 acre-feet reservoir, . - - -'.-,

.This year send cl>eese,nahu-aI foodS.;nd
co.ttage crafts as giftS from .

Focht's"8ack Home" Store
featuring

FoCht's Table ~ounlOjn Dai.cy Cl};'s~
, '

Ch~ddar

or Colby

$9.75

,10 Ill. $17.95

51b.

,.

'Sent post paid to anywh~re
in the rontinental U.s.

,fha'lII
lot Lina

NUCLEAR INSURANCE ACTION NEARS. The
Joint ,Collll1littee on Atomic .Energy reported out. the
Price-Anderson Nuclear Insurance Act,Extension <e-
cently ~ fl()()~action is expected.soon. The act, as Pres- '
ently wrItten; 'requires nuclear poWer pIaht owners and
operators-to carry. only $560 million in iDsuraneecover-'
age. Rep:Jo.n~than. B. BiJ1g1uu!l(D-N.Y.) will' offer an
amendm~nt oJ;l the House floor to abolish the·limit'on
'liabili~.' c. -

~ -,
DUNG FUEL P~, POWJl:RFUL."Tluigoy.
'erJ!1iientofIndia is:using ajllentiful supply of.cow dung to '
give poWer to its rura1 people. The conversion takes pIaOO

, in the thousands Of ~ dung gas Phults now beinginsta1-
led thronghout India. In the plants, COW dung and other
limn refUse are fed'into an enclosed pit and riIixed widt .
sewage water. ,The feririenting mixture pro~ a com-
Alustible gas which is -stored in the tank. 'I'Ii:!gas is IIlIllIi
mainly !'or cool<ing purposes. The sediment- left over .
fualies-an excellent fertilizer. Five bead nf Catt1~supp\)'
-enough-fuel to run 11 water pumpror five hours a day,
reports E.ne Indian fanner.. Sta,te Qffici.als are also experi-
menting with use of the gasplants'to run ~ electrical
generating facilities.' '

, CHINA,GOES SOLAR. Peking'is Iii>w ~ the
use'of solar energy in the city and countryside according
. to China News Service. Peking m now settan'g up solar'
water beaters in.\wtels, barber shops, Slid bathhouses for
~ntal,~ Satiiple so1ar stoves are beiDi ex-
penmen~, WIth on communes lII2'O!l8 the coimtty, the
neIVS,servICll 8l!YS•

, ' It c

~ Y. PIPELINE DEBATE.J!,l\GES. Abs:naoning
railroiids for shipping coal in favOr of alurry pipelineS
Wl';ul~be a- wasteful policy error., says a U~~ of -
illInoIS study funded by the NatillJlal. Science Foundation.
The study, pei'formeil by the uniVersitis Center for Ad·
vanced Computatio,n, colll;ln'ded thIIt upgrading existing
~d ablindQried rail lines may be 5G%.cheaper than bnild- -
109 slurry lines. These l:OnclusiODBconlzadic:f Bechtel ~
Corp.'s preliminary findings in a study contraeted by, the
Interior Department. ~tel ssys that slmTy lines are
more economical than rail lines; Sen. Cliff HaiDsen
'(R-Wyo.)"h"" as~ the General Acciotutting Offi"" to in-
ves~ate awarding the contract to ,Bechtel, sinoe the
compan:r ~ 40'!!' of a!irm p\sJJniI),g 1'"construct a cdili,~
slurry p1pelliie. I';l themeantime"a lawtirm representing
Bechtel h"!'.persuildedJhe'Nati~ Science Foundation
U!.place,a diaclai,!",r DE- tlIe Univ'lrsi~ of minnie ieport ..

r'

,,
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Powder.Rivercou-ncil··
"

With 460 members. the Powder River Basin Resource
Council cl8ims to be the largest and m08tactivecoilserva.
ti.on group in;Wyoming.
The group began in June of 1973. when 50 ranchers lind

rarmer, met in'BuJ!"alo; Wyo .• to talk about defending
llItricuiture in the eoal-rieh Powder River Baain.
"Your way of life is threatened, .. Tom Bell, then-ed\tor

of Big'" COWltry News, had told Bill Barlow over the
telephone in 1972. Bsrlow. a Grnette rancher, s&ys that
he was amused by that warning all winter. "I really didn't
know what he was tsUting about," Bazlow <lays.
A year later BIlrIow was amonglhe founders of the

resource cOUllciI. He begsn to understand Bell's phone
cs.ll when he counted the mines and coal conversion
facili~ sla~. for north,,"!,i' Wyoming. He. and the
others wHO helped sbilpe the group, eame' to believe that
the industrialfzapon forecasted for, the ~in could ruin :
~culture. Although they only had VIlgue idees of what
to do about it, they.knewthey could not sit and watch'
development taking land arill water Out of production,
e>:psnding cities. bringing people in, and mising prices
and wllges. _ -,

D1SCOURAGlNGMONTHS

There are no people in 'the world
more dependent ona quality envi-
.ronmsnt than the people that are

.. ~ od \ralsmg 10 . .

'--~-'~-----Orawing by ~xie Reece

en,ter the fOJUldation world, Dickey says. . .
She says that tb"y've started to look outside the basin .

for money. ~~ tliat's where the money' is."

<, : -- ~W.KEY'ORGANIZERS'·

Part of the st8trsjob is organizi;,g people-a task which
..- inWyoining - takes less fa'st talking and muscle than
one might think. Bringing)'Sncher. together requires "a
low-key sort of person," Dickey says.

The group modeled ifself'after the energetic Northern "You have to avoid going inand telling people what you
Plains Resource Council in Montaaa. Since its first meet- think they ought to be doing,': Dickey s&y•. "Most farmers
iJig. however. PRBRC has spent many a discoutaging and ranchel)' in this area hav." not historically gotten
month absorbed by financial problems and doubts about 'fIred up and organized around\issues other than their
its direction. MuCh of the time, they were trying to oper· wster. You' have to ask them what they want to be doing .
ste out of members' ranch kitChens.,Their physical isOla·' and how you can help them. \
tion made it hard for memberS to get toglltlier and'move :All we can provide is infOi'matio,?-.·Factual int;orma.
forward. . - \ tio": If the people you are organizing come up with some-

But about a year ago. thegroup's momentum'Stsrted to thjDg that you ha'ven'ttllou,ght of at all you beti;er listen to .
build. They hir!d Lynn Dickey IIICoordinator. She began them," she !fays. .
by setting up linkqes among the council members Barlow, who has served as president of the rouneil for
through a newslstter. and news releases. Dickey' ant! a (' the past year. says Ptat most of the membership began.
yolunteer. Lw;ie Bourdon, also work!,! on·..... earch.main· with only vague.feelings of concern. They joined a group
tsining an offfoe. and finding IIlIlni'mon!'Y andmembers. _ to fmd the strength to change legislation and public opin.

:.nhJ~~"'J1'1!w},q~~~1\!..NB'~,~'!~,;W".."_·~,,,_~lii:bb"'..{q~" ""'M_ ,. ".':::_ " ',;" ;b~
r e~e or ~ CO~DC1:... r _,. ~ '." .~-) J .~~l:~~Y'_'fJefP'Oupls~~a:'l.,a~WW.B8lfs. J.,Yl.ay ~e .'
TIIis'liUi'iiiiilr)·t!ie OO\liiSlliiok~a 1ll>ld orgamzatiorial e too many.' They are liftar protect\on m some places-

step. They set up a resesrch arm, the Pqwder River .Sheridan. and Johnson Counties. Theywantp!anning in
Energy Prqject. With mOneydrummed up from members, others - Campbell County. where ial'ge·scale develop.

. the Wyoming Environmental I~titute. and ~wo.rounda' ment ~ already begun, for instsnce.
tions in Nsw ':' ork. they hired four new staff members to About half of PRPRC's niembeJ1llive in ruril.l areas'and
keep careful tabs on water and cosl. and the companies hslflive in towns. "People that live in the towns here.Iove .

, who have rights to them in the basin. The No.tliern Rock- the way of life in the COUlltry. But there are no people in
ies Action Group baSed in'Montana showed them 'how to 'the world more dependent on a quality environment than '-- .

MAVERiCKS.lnthehe8d!>fW~.ridlssteoaldepoel"'lbePowderBiverBaeiIlReslJlll'Ce
Coimcllls'~ hereJ on ""al development. The cWgamzadc!n Is y~, diverse, and inclined
toward maverick se,nda. LYlPlDlckey ....at ltjft,-is swr COQrdiDator. Bill Barl~w, at rigl:jt, has been
presidentof~~t101lforlbepa8tyel/l'.Thegro\lP'B_JY ~ptesident, EdSwartz; is
a rancher fl'omCampbelI-Cowaty. I" PhotO ~yJohn Soisson• I - -

~

,
the people that are rsising food," Dickey says.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PEOPLE

Tl)is town-and-country diversity makes it unwise to
bring up certain subjects lit board meetings, Dickey says.
·Predatorcontrol isonethat's taboo. On that.ubject~ and
on others - "the majority of our agricultural members
diverge from fhe views of the majority of the people of the
environmental movement in the state," she says.

Dickey admits tllat the council dOesr1'trepresent all of'
the ranchers in the Powder River Basin. "There is a split
in the ranching community lietween those who favor de.
velopment and those who' don't," she says. The tension
. remains' quiet in the. northern counties, -butIs voiced
around Gillette, she says.

PRBRC-seems less 'predictable than more established
eenservation organizatioJis. !ta' birth' surprised people
who were skeptical about'ranchers mingling with en-
vironmentalists. tHe group's occasional maverick stands
reflect the newness of the coalition.

"Since we don't nave any set policies, we can decid.e an
, issue on its merits, rather than be locked in by rigid
positions/,'Barlow says. ItAmerlcans generalize too much
.and depend on glib sloglins. We don't want to do that.
. There aren't any ea~ answers in black and white." --IN

Joan of Arc on a steel-stallion
Coal development and a group ofrsrichersfIghti'\i

it have brought Lynn Dickey home.
Like many young Wyoriringites, Dickey sought city >

life as soon as she fInished high school. She chose tHe
University of Ipinois, where the freshman cbiss was
as large as her home town ~ Buffalo, popula!ion
3.000. She liked the new life.

"You don't bave to be so concerned about what you
say, what you do, how you act," Dickey recalls with
. pJe~\l"l' ¥\er,!,!ty life,. Buffalo mad" her,ya';'9- __ .
,. ~I\me,]rn. vaca,tio,\ ip 1974. she ilOticedthat 1m •
agncUiturally based conservatl(jn group called the
Powder River Basin Resource Council needed help.
'Despite her restless nature, she volunteered. .

That was the beginmng of "an awakening inside
me for this land which is my home," Dickey says. Sh
soon became ooordfnator of the council.

Dickey, who gets an urge to move every spring;
admits that this spring, "lfelt like sticking around. It
was really amazing."
Her devotion to home is apparently flourishing

despite lowpay. hard work, and the nation's calls for
POWder River Basin coal.

"I am stretching the 'capability of my mind to ab-
sorb'information and express it to other people. It
feels good. It feels like doing calisthenics," she says\

A past president ofthe council calls Dickey "Joan of
'Aic on a steel stallion." DiCkey, confihed to a wheel-
chair, has hillped lead the council througli a year of
doubling memberspip, tripling ,taff, and launching
pew programs; '-<,.- - 1\

~In slLof the frustrations that go on in a job like
this, 1n~verhave a moment's doubt thatthisjob'has,
to be done," Dickey says. "And thaf Imight sswell be
d.oing it." I

Preservation funds available
./ If you want to protect some part of your enYlronment,
. but, don't know.if you Can foot the bill, the An!erics the
Beautiful FUnd is here to help. The Fund is offering finan-
cial aid to anyone woo has Iiworkable plan to preserve a
piece or American hist<ry. -

"If you value some speCial part of your paSt, or your
community's past - mountain top, covered' bridge;.
homestead, mill, town -squ!U'S. hay bam, IndiBn t':"i!,-
Write a brief. factual 'letter describing your propoaal to.
preserve it.·Aid up to $1.000 is available. now," says the

. Fund.
The ~rica the Beailtifnl Fund is a non-prolitorgani.

zation directilJll its lifforts to innovative rommunity pro-
jects to enriCh the quality of the natural, hiStoric, and
man-made environment. Since 1965. the Fund hill as-
~ted over 1,500 projects. For !Dore information contact:,
America the Beautiful Fund, 219 ShOl'l!ham BUi!dinii,
WaShington, D.C. 20005. .



Voters defeat Mid-State Project
. ,_. f

, "The conservation victory of fhe year was won November 4 by voters m thiee
, Nebraska counties," according to the National Audubon Society, The victory was a '
referendum vote rejecting continuation of the Mid-State Project'~ a Bureau ofRecIa-
mation irrigation project for the Platte River, Mid-State was, opposed by IJcaI area
farmers and conservationists acroas the country because of its detrimental effecte on,
wildlife habitat, local communities, and productive farmland, It would have substan-
tially de-watered 150 miles of the Platte used by two.;:thirds of the sandhill cranes in
North America and the endimgered,whooping crane, Land to be irrigated was-already
,95% under irrigaiion"Mid-State was authorized by Congress in i967, but construction
, was never begun. :t'he vote was on continuation of the Mid-State Reclamation District,
the local entity sponsoring the project, Residerits voted 8,826 to 6,935 to kill tlie district.
and thereby end the project, " '

House bars BLM fro.~game raQges
The House-has passed a bill (H,R 5512) giving-exclusive management of National

Wildlife, Refuges to the U,S, Fish, and Wildlife service; and denying a role for the
Bureau of Land t\!:anagement (BLM). The bill was aimed atblockjng plana by the
Interior Department to 'hand over three wildlife ranges to the BLM. The three ~ the
KofaGame Range in ArizOna, the Russell Wildlife Range in Montana, and the Sheldon
, Antelope Range in Nevada and Oregon-e- were under joint FWS,and BbMjurisdiction.
InHouse debate, Rep. Teno Roncali" (D-WyoJ said that the tranfer to BLM, "if allowed'
to stand, would bethe equivalent of ousting' tile National Park Service from YeIlOWB-, '
tone .and. Grand Teton national parks and turning 'management' over to 'another
agency." Roncalio noted the fact tl1.at 59W~of the BLM budget is devoted ~ energy
development, while only oneper cent is devoted to wildlife programs. He says "there is a
question-as, to how 'm'!1tiple UB~' the BLM really is." Conservationists have feared-that /
miningand grazing would dominate wildlife concerns ifBLM were given control of the
game ranges. The House vote was 341 to 10. A .rlmilar bill (S. 1293) is pending in the
Senate. •

New land .closs proposed for Alaska

An Alaska land use commission has recommended joint federal-state control over
millions of acres ofwild lands. The plan calls for placing 46 million acres of Afa:ska in a
, new .system called National Land Reserves. The Joint Federal-State Land Use Plan-
ning Commission was created bythe Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 to ,

. oversee distrihutionof undevelo~ Alaskan lands ainOng natives, the state,' and-the -
~feCMhil gov'emnillnt'. Native.,; were ti,'choose'4QAnlilllon ame, 'lmd Uie s_'16'4 DliII@!:"'"

acres. Under the act, Congress was to consider 80 million acres for neWnatt<mal parka,
wildlife refuges, wild and scenic' rivers, and national, forests. The commission is reeom-: ,
mending only 39 million acres for new federal preserves. The balance ofthe lands would '
become National Land Reserves. At least nine million acres of the land reserve;. would I

be reseryed for-wilderness study, according to Land Use Planning Reports.
;' Meanwhile, in Congress, Sen. Floyd Haskell (D·Colo.1!leld hearings November 18 and
20 on how much 'acreage to set asille i~'federal preserves (the so-called "d-2" land
legislation), Cons~rvation groups are supporting S.. 1688 (sponsored hy Sen. Henry
Jackson, D-Wash.) and H.R. 2063 (sponsored by Rep. Morris Udall, D-Ariz.l whith are
identical, bills. "The acreage PJ'Otected under th,ese bills is the largest of any of the
proposals_- over 106 million acres," repOrts Jeffrey Knight of Friends of the Earth.

Demver's garbage worth $5.,6 milli~n .'

Denver'sgarbage could be t;naking.thecity $5.6 million dollars pery~ar, according to
a consultant hired to investigate the feasibility of a proposed MetropOlitan Denver'
Resources Recovery District. The proposed district would include Denver and the urban
portions of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, and Jefferson counties, Under the plan, ftrst 0

~teel, alUJIlinurn,and glass would be recovere<l from the 3,000 tons of<Wlywaste. Then"
the remaining w~te could he used in a variety of ways: 1) as a supplementary 'fueL
'mixed with 'coal ana burnSfl in power plants, 2) as a source of low quality synthetic gas,
or 3) as a source of ammonia fo,r fertilizer..Converting the organic waste tb high quality
methane gas is--not economically feasible, according to a Rocky Mou'ntain News
summary of the findings. Anunonia production appears to be' the most profttable
alternative, states the News. €ojorado Gov.Dick Llmln1 will include a proposal creat-
ing the s!'!'Cial district in his 1976 call of legislative priorities. '. ' ,

.~ .. ~~ '.;"¥

NEW BACK COUNTRY STATUS PROPOSED
An "uinihus wUdernessstudy bm inMontaDahas stiDtulilted debate over

w mAd! ;,"hack c-'~ hilma.......ent classlficali!:oo. Jili -WBh-enof .("~~r£i;"liI'Mls;;;;:~a':;;'ate ~ coiinf.i.ica~.iOuid~
.jeopllrdizdUture wilderness desigDalio""across lhe country. ... ,
The idea arises ~t of a report on.nine'proposed wBd'll'D_ ~dy areas

prepared by Dr. Hobert F. Wambad>, clean of forestry: at lbe Ulaiversiif- of ,
Montana. Sen. Lee Metcalf (D"Mom,), 'who introduced the ~atiOD to

, study lhe areas (S. 393); uked Wambach to __ life timber in lbe Dine
BreSs. WamJ>aCb conCludect1ha~ iB'generallbe .;...,. were'DOt significant,
timber producers. He also wentheyond his charge, IIC(lOrdiilg to W.arren,
and subjectively repot-u,d lhat 0>'- are.... were not unique enough to be
de8i~ated wUdern_. Wambach _nt on ~ recOmmend 11 _nRJement
}category with more flexibility for the Forest Service. Since Wambad>'s
report, Siln. Floyd Haskell (D.polo.) has asked lbe Library of Congress to
""selll'jlb lhe bBck country destgnation propossi, according to.lbe MIS-

I SO~N.Warrenandolherconservationistsworrylhat~upa_,
less'prot<!Ctive wild landa designBtion might- djmjnish~~_ fOr forJilal
wilderness classification of many pending candidate areas.
Pictured alxlve is Hidden Lake in Montana's AnacoDda·rlntlar ~et .....

ness. Photo courtesy of Montana Travel Commission.- ,- .

Gov. ~nd(,us,tak~s'orl ~power ,brokers'

:'To some this may seem like throwing clam. thfl gaunt1et,"said 1dlIho Gov. CecilD.
Andrus, "but I am determined to ,resist atfA!ti1pts by the Ford AdminiSt.ratiQll and the
'pOwerbrokllrs' of timber and mininginterestalD Whack nearly 400;000 acres eut ofo';;'
prev,iously 1!Iltouebed Idaho Primitive Area." Andrue told tlreseattle Rotary Ch>b that
the Chaniberlaln Basin was taken out of the wi1derneoa proposal "after Assistant

Par
'k el'k'saved from', p' e',ep'l 9 Toms ,(agricultw:e)Sei:retaryRobertLoDgWasvisited by 10bbyisjafrom'timber1l1ldmining

, ", -companiea. ~ .. n "'1'b{l reduction was iMluenci.d by selftsh-interests, not 'IOmmon selise

Elk in<&cky Mountain Natio';-a1 Park ;ere given a privacy aCt tjriSfall. From sept. I' , and biological da1at hi' said. AilClrusPQinted out that he is in the UI1!JSUl!,I}IlI!Iitinn of
to OCt . .19, during the elk Dreeding season, iIIJ' Park service c1~ off the Horseehoe, ,being a state execUtive fighting to preserVe federallanda, but-~ fee1l1Cl1!-etblllesathat
Park area. "Ih the p~, movement of elk froJ!ltheir timbered, daytitne ~tiog areas to Ibis staiice ~l ,contribute to a l1etter qdauW of life for fut.m.,gelUfttionil." '
the mea'l1owsthey graze in at night basheen intelTUptedby visitors tryingto s,talk them c< :rt.' t' "k" '.d ,,,' 0' . ~n~' 'd .'
for pictures aiidclOser views. Thisonlytendedtodrivetheelkbackintohlding,"ieport\l O~ $ rt, es ,~w;..n enver S~ c;:O e '.
the Park Service., ',' I The Colnrado Supreme Court ~ down the patt.afDen~er's8isio eode l1.t prohl.

B'c".';"C' U'S pro"pos~,'S Fla' t'he-,'ad w"lld fOlv'e'r, 00" ,'bited'Qewbi!JboardSand'orderedold'OllliIIiemovedwithinfive~T,h"eourtt'U1edin"" ' early November that the city doesn't have'the authority to p\'Ohibitbillboards. nor lD'
~ inhibit one iJ!dusiry throughout'the city;~rding to ilDeover P.o&t1"1lori" .

A biU putting portions Of the Flathead River in Montana into the federal Wild ana' , ' , ' •

~nt':~=~rs::~~=:i~=?s~~:fti::~Ba!&:~:::~~i.~;:"~Ch(;t1I.is,grating~ statemen't delayed
benefit, that industry"More than 80% of the land affected by the bill is already f~ral, ,The first of 212 court ordere,d impaet:-~teine!'t8 on grazing ,management by the

1 says Bautus. Most of the North Fork would Ixl'designated as "scenic" while the Middle ,Bureau of Land Management will be late. Under a rourt agret!!IIent with th~. Natural
Fork and South Fork would he part "wild" ana part ''recreational'' status, acoording to. ResourcesDefeneeCouncil thellraft report on the Challis PlanningUnitin ldahowSll to,
an AsSOciated PiesS<teJljji't.! ,'" ' I', ,)",,,8 Me) ~' ,</<v ",' >,;,,-,;-3 }it ".!' '1<)&-nilldY.bytleceBlber49'1&PliLMiiOW1lIiYsdi:ediaft:ElSWU .....~t.i\"liril,-t976 .

•" ... _..7")i,~.", ~ ....f\~ci.il"~...Vir 'I Jltci trJDt,"'~f,~;:(t,i'iq"" " . \ .. ~,finuonu~,1'}Z~ tr:n.~ ,~l~'}D ~., I ' '
• 'J .•,
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.~p~c.opposes.leasing without regs
, ,

- The Northern PIliins Resource Council CNPRC)Jlassed ment in the Northern Plains. NPRC i!la plaintiff in both· first goal for t~ ooming year is to continue to fight with
a reociIution at Its ann1Jl!\ meeting Nov. 12 in Billings, - suits:' no compromising. "There is-noco-existence for agr icul-
Mont .• calling for the-defeat of ooal leasing legislation r In another resolution 'Qn the leasing bill, the NPRC' ture.and msssive coal based industrial development," she
whi"'l does DOt conl>iin strip mining-regulations. The emphasized its ,opposition.19 an amendment allowing said.-Charter and her 'husband, Boyd, were among the
resolution was prompted liy the,Senate Interior railroadS to IeaSe federal coal. The House Interior Com- 'eight people who'fcrmed the NPRC three anda half years
Committee's decision the day before to not add the strip mittee d@feated <by'vlltue of a tie vote),the amendment, ago. Asked by HeN whether she thought .that resisting .
mining bill to thl' federal ooalleasing bill. but the Senate. approved it so it will 'be .an issue in, the compromise had always been the goal of the NPRC from

cOnference session. The NPRC said that such legislation the time of that first meeting, Charter' said it had. '
Pat Sweeney~ staff ,COOidinatot for NPRC; explained woold increase the land grant railroads' already exees- She added, however, "If we had done what we should

~that tiley feel'passii!i 1II\lleasiitg bil!. would do nothing sive control 'of land and energy resources, • have at the beginning, we would have said, 'Ban strip
but hasten leasing·of ooaI. "We would be giVing·th.l' go ,.... mining.'," 'She says the pubfie didn't know at that time
ahead to leasUlg!wijJiOutthe necessary s!rip niftling regu- The NFRC arid an affiliated landowners group, the anything about strip mining and consequently would,
latiClll8," he said: He IIlIid,"'l'Iie ooIy hand1<iW'e have at McCone Agricultural Protection Organization (MAPO), have thought the fledgling organization ,,:SS so extreme

.thit/ plIlnt'is thrOugh-tJJe courts," Sweeney was referring are now struggling with Burlington 'Northern's control that they would count if off as a .radical group. Conse- .
tp;botb the pendiDjr Sierra Club suit as well"" s suit by over land in McC'!!'e County where BN plans a fertilizer ,. quently, the NPRC has instead taken a strong stance for
'the 'Nat\ltal Re8oIirl:es nefeJlse Canncil challenging the' pl'ant=iBee HCN, Nov. 7,1975) Two of the new officers of regulation of strip mining, which has included fulI-time

.rD.teriorDep~t>sprog1'llJllffiltic\enViroiunentalim- the NPRC.are from McCone County, Vice Chairman lobbyists in both Wsshin/lton, D.C., and in Helena 'at
pact Ststenient.1'\all Sierra Club suit referi'ecj. to is de- Charles Yarger and Assistant Treasurer TOIJl Breitbach. . the state cspitoL Tl)ere are no~ eight fulI-time staff
.mancling-ca ..,g;~ Impact ,statement on eo-al' develol!- " • Newly ele,cted NPRC Chainnan Anne Charter said the members.' , , .
. . # -A

St-Qpp~~g,·.ma:.6i1e:J1om~ en.erg)', wpste~
.. , ':.' ".' 'j J'. \' - ,

, . " JLast'in a series. ,': '. cording toa study done by Stanfprd llesearch \nsti tute for
, -r on home insulation) ,- ," Pacific Power-and Light Company. ,

Mobile homes can::be tremendoW!lyenergy :f11efficiltnt The 1973 ANSI requ~men1s for minimum insulation
from a '~ermal ,insulation stanClpoint. While. brick or_o ""'" ceilings &16, walls R-B, floors &10, and optional
wOOd homes retam'~ heat in winter even: without ,storm windows. TheRvalueis,theheat-stopping pbilityof

, added insulation!.. s!uminum trailet;' offe~most 'no re: bui}ding tna~a1s: The greater the R value, the greater
sistance- to lUiat tlO'l".ln fact, alummum 1s)!uch a !!,!od th" insulating value. 'f .

conductor it ~,,~iB cookin~ ~ensj1s. ~is.ma~es Wifn- The pUlJ'Ose of the 'SRI study for P~~L wSS "to deter-
sulated molnle homesexpens1ve to l1eat tn the w:mter, and mine tile optimuni amount of insulation that should be
expeIlsive to Cool in'tbe simuner. 1 , usea . ~. AS OW9aed to the, minimum amounts requi~d to

Proper insula'ti'tll!- inmobile bo,!",s woulli:PaY for illlelf meet ANSI stlmdsrds." The study showed that the follow·
invery little time. 'But since miJ8t bUYers tufit to trailers . milevels of insitlation will pay'for themselvM in saved
because of-their loW initial cost, optimUm insulation \,s' 'fuel costs: ceilings,R-19, wall'; R-ll, floors R.19 without InsuIatingthe crawlspace belowamobilehome'
often absent',Mol!t hltyers look'at the PJ:ice,n~l;hethick- .. insuI8ted skirting and R-10 willi insulated'skirts, and keeps the fioor warmer an'" reduces heat loss.
nlllS of insulation or the number rA' panes of lfIass in the required storm doors and windo'\Y!l. ' :~:.: PP&L's "Mabile, Home'InsulatiOlI tram A,
WIndows., PP&L po.ints out, "Some manufacfurers install what,

More than 65% of the ,mObile homes being produced' they call an 'A1wlka Pack' or'double' insllla,tion, tillt ANSI ufacturer. WIlen purchasing a 'new mODile home ~i th
lodliy are bitiItMsulation staml :! set by the Ameri· does not specifically interpret these terms: As a result, the double' insulatiOB'. the R value s.hould be the guide lin
can National StaJiclsrds Institute. Unfortunste.Jy, Ithe . amount of -addition8l insolation used to improve on the dete,nni.".ing ,the true value Of the insulation." :--------::
ANSlstsneJards do'liot Tequire oP-timum insulation. ac- ANSI requirements differs ,from manufacturer to ,man- \fyo" aren't-buying anew mobile home, it is possible to

".' ',. - .' , -, retrofit yoUr existing trailer with additional insulation to

CI . ,.._J ••. '/.' 'BLM h . '.-1/.' .,' brmg it up.to standiirds. Since mobile hOlhes don't'have_ ean~,a,.lr,,gr.'zz Ie,S, . '. . ea.' o. Ine,' 'convention ..":tti~sandbssementsandareprettywell"buttonedup," <
retrofitting can piesent sdme Unique problems.

Barry, will go into legal ramifi"!'ti0ns of "the ""der-' To insulate the roof of an existing mobile home yOIl can
ground Pllblic domain" 7' federal coal'd<1posilll. _' - have a contractor spray polyurethane foam on the rOnf.,To

Richard Madaon,j;he National Audubon' Society's - protect the foam from 'r~ather';cover with a layer of
North Dakota representative, will. talk about dams and plastic, says PP&L. "'
agricultural water 'and will also p'artigps:te in a panel Another way is to.rse board-likefoam insulation panels
discussion on water problem. as related.to Cl!11ads. and 'glue them with mastic to the inside of the ceiling.

Jim Kowsiski; wbo heads the Fairbanks Environmen- ' 'Sonie foam will, bum in. a fire and give off noxious
tal Center, will present a talk: "A1as!<a, our laSt hope.~ fumes. Make sure to genhe "self-extinguishing" type. '

Also included on the pfogram are: U.S. Reps. JQho Since many mobile homes are set off the-ground by, r

M'elche~ and Max Baucus; State Rep. nor;;{by Bradley; . wheels, high heat loss can occitrthTollgb the floor. Skirt·
Monta!>a Fish and Game Department Dire,ctor Wes', ingreducestheloss,andinsulatingyourskirtingreduce'-

! WOQdgerd; alld representatives of the Bloody Clinkers - the loss still fWther.lnsU1~ting the floor is also important
Witderness Association. the Wilderness Resources \nsti- because of tbe air 8Ilace under a mpbile home.
tote, the FI8thead Coalition, SBd theEnvirollDlentalln- '''A,ground cover ,~ignificantly helps keep relative

, fmin8ti",,-Center. ," , , hum,i1ity ofthe crawl Space at a low level," says PP&L ..".-\
" 'To- prenlgister; write 'Polly Renne, Rte,3,Boll'1. Boze-\ . ground co"er should definitely be used when insulation'is
, m8n,5Jont. 'a97;&ljr re¥ister when you amve at 10 a.m. , " 'added, to the ,sk'irts. Four mil or thicker poly,ethylene

~- Regiliti'ation fee is $3. Saturdaj's,lunch andbim-' sheeting is satild'actory ground oover materilil."
que~cost JIIHI!fti;:butt\1.yi-e OP.tiimal.FOf housiDgm nil- A.cepy of Pacific Power and Light Comj.iny;. Mobile

, ling&, call or.write,Mary Beth GIoege a~ 626 Howard; HomUDsulationfromAtoZisavailableforon~'dollar
Billings; Mont. 69102, (406) 657,2271. from any PP&L office .

..f.o- '-'"

Heating
duct

Th~ MontanaWir~tness Association's Progtam for,illl
llwo'and a half cIl!Y convention proves th&t' wilderness ,>

enthusiasts cali nO lODger afford a single focus. Top na-
~ "tional authorities will ~ topics.including the Clean

Air M.IIllUltiiIiDc.grIzz\iee, the Garrison Div ..... ion, in-

\
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Gov. Ed·H.erschler..- . . .

orges yoy. .

to PARTICIPATEI .
environmental news from around the world. .

~,',Eavesdropper
In the Governor's 'Land U

Meeting·
'.Jb-pecembeF 2, 7:30p.~.: '-,

, p-Riverton' Career Education Center I

College View Drive, Riverton, Wyoming
. '/-* .DISC.USS-Land USe. .,* HELP write Land Use,

.policies
VO.lCE your ideas and
concerns* MEET' Land Use Com-
mission and Adyi~ory
Committee '

'FAMILY PLANNING ENDANGERED. Ford Ad.
min~ation proposed cuts in health services could un- /
dermine family plllllJlipg programs, accofIling to Rep. Pst
Schroeder (D-Colo.), In Colorado alone, the pfOPOll'ld 2O'JP
cut in'federal support could eliminate family planDmg

. services fur 7,000, she says., " '
. .~! ~

PESTICIDE CONTROL WEAKENED. The Senate '--
. ilss psssed a meaB\ll'Il weakening the Envirqnmental.Pro-
.tsctiOll Agency's control over 'pesticides. Under Senate-·
psssed amendments to the Fedenu Insecticim., Fun·
gicide, andBodentieide kct (FIFRA), EPA must consult
with the Secretary of Agriculture 60 days before puhlish·
ing any proposed changes in clas8i1.... tion Of peeticides.

; The amendments also prohibit EPA from requiring pe0-
ple top8ssa test hefore they are allowed topurcJ!ase and
apply restricted chlimicsls, aceordjng to 'the ,ASsociated'
Press. "It was the view of the Senate that EPA has not
adequately considerad-the impact of its decisions on air;
riculture, ~ productivity should share the same high
J'rioi'\ty aaenvironmental proteetion," said Sen~Clilf
Hansen (R-Wyo.). . . - .

FEDER~ CAN BAN. The-Environmental Protection
Agency'has published' proposed guidelines reqiJiring a
five cent deposit on all beer and soft dnjlk containers sold •
on fede.;al property. Heavy lobbying is ""pecI;ed On both
sides of the issue, according to Solid Waste ,Report. ,

,

..
. ,

, Paul M; Breeden
"

~d~~~ ~prints~nr~·~q~:,;~r~)a~,~

It isnotan easy task puttiQg amountsin range into
a book; this is a brilli"ft attempt. '.'
. Rocky Mountsins-Actual size, 10 1/8"·byI3 tI2",
14,000 words of text, 162 Illustraticns in full color.

This book 'has scope-Iarge enough to, match the '
mountains, Contrasts are forever present in the high
country; massive ranges to singular peaks, masses of
wildflowers to the siJll(le blossom ....

. The publish er of RoCky Mountidns, Mr, Charles
.H. Belding, hasg,.acio,;sly agreed to share the pro:
ceeds from 'the sale ofUiis book with High Country
News. . .

Give a fine gift and help the aiuse atthesame time.
To order, plesse use the combined order form located
on the bottom of this page. '.' .

\ .

I • tr "
Combined Order Form
Be sure to mark' your selections;

Paul Bre<1denprints '. $30.
, Great Horned Owl .

. Yoin)g Prairie F:alcon

.:' $25.

C1ard~ $2.' q
Best ,ofHigh Country News '.
- ~azin{!? $l.PO 7 ' ~, "0-
Subscriptions to High :l::ountry News

25 Issues" $10.00 0

I
0/ 1 "

"," .•.~ ....
GreatHcmMd,Owl·' ~ y-.~.,..., ....,
Black and whits ~ 19" 24~ inCh print; .. Bls,dr. and w!Uts ...,.14 x-W iDch print.
Umited i!!Jition...r 500, sW!ed and nUn{· \. t;imited edition of 5OIl,'elpecfandnum. .'
bored. $30. -,. " _ ' bored. $30. . '. , .

. . ., . _. ,

The artist is Paul M.Breeden, a noted calligrapru;;, and inuet'ratA... Hispalntlngs and '
drawiDg!l have appeared in Audubon, Defenders of Wildlife, and Natienal GeiwraPhic.
B""'den and his agent, the Singing Sparrow gallery, are geI!.erously givjng any proceeds
from the, sale ri1;b:ese prints to HeN. . (Toordor, please use the form On ~ Iii.)~ --"'- .

Send·the above marked items to:" .
Name ., : , , .
Street , : .
City , ::-: : '..: .
Statll , ·..·: :.Zip : r

HC!'1' BoxK. LanQer, WY 82520 .' '

~ yair. '{\!.urllurchase is, !te!p!~gHQ!'l.)

"

\

.'
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Guy_cJef~es ·goverhors-· in' attempt to' siJpport_lnterior

,

<EilitOrs' note:. The following commenb embarked upon his campaign to jom the thing about." Wyoming Governor Ed
aboi1tWiIliam Guy and the-W~m l;lQv- REA's in their support of the Interior De- He"rschl8{llappened to be in possession of a
emors' Regional Energy Policy' Office Partment position. 6rt October 16th, dur- resolution which appeared to head off any.
~PO) 81'Q eicerpted from an article in - ing the meeting of the Federation of·Rocky effort tojump in bed,with the Interior De-
-The Straight Creek JiJ\Irnal, which is Mountain-States,.Guy met with a group of partment. His resolution was adopted vir-
published in Denver, Colo. As aside 'nciu., " so-called gOvern,",s' alternates. Alternates tually intact the next day b~ the surprised
there is little ~on in North Dakol;ans' are governors' staff people appointed to governors who seemed only too happy to
minds that Guy will be running for the represent the' chief executives at REPO get' off the explosive subiect as quickly !'8 .
state's oIily seat in the U.S. HouSe. A poll functions in their absence. The purpose of possible. .w. conducted last week by a television, the meeting was to hamnier out an ..genda Guy's tactics spell oontinuingtrouble for
station in that state betwi!en-Guy and tiu! • for the Albuquerque tneeting. ~ him, At a breakfast-meeting the next
_present represent8tive, Mark Andrews.! Guy ra"1sedthaquesticn of Sierra v:·Mor- morning; the governors hammered out

I ,~ ton. Unanimously the alternates said to some specific REPO policy guidelines and
As thl/llaWe QVl\J' the Sierra Clubv." leaveitoff. ThenCl!.!;dey Guy is reported to clarifications. In attendance were an the

Morton suit eontinues in y'>e lXlurls, tre- h1lve told his staff he wanted the item on alternates, as well as Governors Lamm of
_dOus political pressures are,building. .. thi agenda. When reminded 'that the al-, Colorado, Jerry Apodaca of New,Me;;ico,
The Sien'll ClUb sued. the hiterior Ilepart- William Guy, direetor' of the Western te_tes had voted unanimously to leave it Tom Judge of Montima, and Arthur Link of
meJit demanding that a ";onal Impact GovernoriRegioruil Energy Policy Office -off,.-Gllyis reported to have ,said that the North Dakota. The group, among other
,staliement be prepared to show the proba- _ (REPO). His tactics-spell ~ontinUlng trou- alternates don't speak for-the governors. things,ll)ade it clear that alternates speak
.ble effects of coal development in the ble fOr him- ' . But when Guy issued an agenda' several for their bosses and that Guy will have to
~ Gr:eat'Plains. All a result of the days be!bre the Alliuquerque meeting, the accept that, Agendas will be worked. out
suit; 'power :plant collstruction andooal controversialissuewasnoton it. There w:.. and approved in advance of each meeting
mining operations have been delayed, .-upon ·the hl\ge Garrison River diversion a general diScussion t~pic on the.;nd that by ,the' al te'rnates with no more'
pending the 9utcOme of the legal mttll'. project which traverses North, Dakota. was broadenoiighso thatSierrB: v:Morton shenanigans like Guy''s Albuquerque
Tboeewith direct interests ~ like Atlantic !ronically it was his support of that project lXlll!dhave been raised, but that was, all. maneuver: These and othe~ rules were
Ricbl-.eid, Shjill Oil, Amax; and-Peabody,. that iinhingl.l Guy's U.S. Senate bid laBtLlUnm wentto Albuquerque suspicious given to REPO ch-ajrman Apodaca to en- _
.wbobaveleasee, a.well as doiSBSof public year. Environmentalista rallied behind a 1.\>at the issue woIild berais,!?, and pre· force.., .
and private-power. cqmpanies ~ 'are· third-party candidate, ,James Jungroth, in Ilared to argue for its inimediatetabling. Meanwhile, bigger trouble may be brew-
mounting a'tough political' campBign to sufficient num'f,.,rs to allow incumbent Wlienhegottherethemorningofthemeetr ing for Guy. Link, who was the mal)- who
discredit the Sierra Club effort and get the Milt Young to Squeak by. i!>g, however; he found the whole agenda engi,!eered Guy's getting the job, is quoted

,- . orianization to moderate its position. 'In early Octgber, HoluIDand other-REA hid been' changed. Aides-charge G':!y had as saying ,he is disillusioned with the way
, One ofthQileto feel the pressure has been oi'ficl~smet with Guy to talk about REPO passed out a phony agenda beforethemllet- Guy is h;>ndlillg himself. Others are more

'REPO Director, William Guy. Guy !,las supportBgliinst the. Sierra Club sui.t. "We ing to deliberately mislead Lamm and hostile and indicate if the'time is right;
made it clear..-to the governors he feels thought we had a lXlrntDitment frqm hiin other gov~rnors who Could be expected to . they ,will start headhunting, .
strongly REPO iihou1dsuPP9rt the Ift\erior that REPO woulp undertake to do a study, oppose any' move to join the Interior De' What it all adds up to is a devisive inter-
Dep8l'tment posi,tion. He fonght hard to -lUf exha~ve study. of what the suit ,was partment position. '. naT situation which threatens to further
engineer the Pllll8llge of a reeol ution atthe- doing to the area," said one REA man. Not only was Sierra v.Morton on the new compromise the limited effectiveness oft"e
Albuquerque ineeting liREPO~ calling for CuriouSly Guy hasn't raised the issue of' agenda, but so we", a series' of other items all-too-frequentljdivergent Western, gov·
REP<> to file with the Supreme Court aiJ. the study with the governors. lnstea~ he that Lamm and other ~vernors knew no- 'ernors.
amjcus brief on the Department of • __ ;._ .. _;;. .... _ .. ~ ..;:.. .,;._ ......... ~~~~~_~~~~~+
Interior's side. ". ~, , k.~s out th!, riff~."l'''. ,exPloitation of North Dakota. The U... ted
Staff membllts of Colorado Gov. DiCK Dear rr·l"l'In IllS At the meeting, Plai~man Randolph Pialnsmen e;'ecutive director, Rick Maix>

Lariimcharge that Guy's tactics_were devi- Iii U -' N6dhmd told us, hesitantly and evidently ner, said he was "more angered and disap-
DUB and underhanded. There are dark ' ,', I with some sheme, thst he had been one of pointed by that speech than by anything
Inurmurings that the energy i"dustry \J9ya.. During the past two weeks; we met with- the many 4tndown~rs iil Dunn County who any poli tician in Ii<orth Dakota has said in
have gotten to hirn-:- a'hetrscks-would seem three coalition groups ,of rimchers and had signed a coal lease five years agO. NlIw the time I've been here." \

- to point in otIier directions. othllr environmentllIistB _ the.Northern he believes that 90% of his neighbors would The flak thrown his way during the fol-
In the late 8UlIUIIl!t, Guywrote a letter to Plains Resource Council of Montana, the ~getout oftheir leases ifthey could, Many of lowing week by both PlsinsII\Cn and other

Ken Holum, a. wBiihiJigton lobbyist for.a 'Powder River Basin Resource Council of them are-tUrning to the Plains~n for sup- D~mocra1l;Was apparently enough toma~e
groupofNorthern.GreatPlslnsruralelec- Wyoming,'and the United_PIiiinsmen of port,if they can,overcome their sheme.-hun take a second look_at the peoples
tric coopEiratives, eJ<pressing concern over- North Dakota. Each had their success Th.ey know nQw that th.e State Water wishes for the future of their state. On Nov.
the implications of the Sierra· v. M'orton stories to tell at t1ieir annual meetings - Commission is lXlnSideringapplicatiqns for 19, the State Water Qommlsslon, whIch he
deCision. Tha"t'diecision by the U.s. Circuit IIIll~bers' appointed to'state boards, gov- four gasification plants in- their county, controts, voted to· have ~ moratonum on
Court of Appeala indicated that the In- ernmeRtcomi"gtothem for reseaichdata, andNodIundtoldHCNheknowshe'Ilhave- waterpel'll)iteuntilJ,!ly1,1977.Onepoht-
terior Department would have mprepare a • influence on major decisions of the regio~ to leave the lslid when th~'re built. ical analyst, MikeJacohs"puhlisherof'Ilhe
regional impact sta~ment, ~uy's _roots We'd like to share the. Unite~ (lwy Sprecher, outgojng chairman of the OnJQoker, sees the decision as a direct re-
with the REAs ere aeep. As g6>'emor of Plainsmen's sl,,,,,,,ss story, partially be- group, tells ""driving his camper aroun!! suit of Link's confrontation with the Un-
North Dakota fur 12-years,:be has a long ca~ it's such a "young group," formed Narth Dakota talkiIig..to people like Nod- ited Plainsmen and·the publicity following
standing relationship with Holiun and the only in November 1973. Some of·Us will lund.mdcon'leyingtheirfearstothel.egis- _it. -.- .' " ,
REAs. He he1lN!!l to start the Basin Rural _admit not thinking mUM at ail about latUre in'Bismart:k.' . - Although' it doesn't affect water permit

, EleCtrlc·Cooperative and other rural elec- frigid, J;eIJlote, rln:BI North Dokota, much Governor Link trsveled across the state applications that.are penPing (including
!,ric lXlOperative.C. - less about what environmental ectivism to meet with the'Plainsmen fo~ their an- the four Dunn Cjlunty ,gasification plimtBl,
TIui REA'sin. the ma are uP in arms there might be there. But GovernorAithur nual tMet;ng. He;was warffiJy greeted be- It is a significant victory for planning in

Bbout Siertav:Morton. M8nyhave already , ,Link i~ very. aware that 'the United cause he had gained a reputation as being North Dakota: Water in that state, as in'
- joinedtollethertOme!lDamieusliriefwith Plainsmen is alive and kicking; he's been one of the "go slow" Western governors.' most Western Bta~s, is the key to coal de-'

the Supreme Com in support oICthe In---: too recently atthewrong-end of their kick. His'wor,ds, however, shocked them. He velopment. . _ .
.terier Depal'tment. '. . Talking with _bSrs, you quickly feel said he thought they had made a mistake ' It I'iso should be an inspiration for the
n.eee REA's makeup a profound part of -their enthusiasm, It likely stems from by fighting the West.River Diversion pro- rest 0(us. Here's what a Sl)1llIl, bold band of,

-ruraI Iibera1 political support. A delilQc:ra- -their loyalty U! North Dakota, previously ject, the United Plainsmen'.major victory lsndowners can do when they ha~e a gov-
tic governor inany oftbose states turns his· mud} 19nored. It is' expressed in their tire- Of the legislative session. He alao said t:!'ey ernor who is at least open to Thephil~phy

- back on them "this periI.J'heone thing all less eiforts to protect thel[ state, ~tly co.uIdn't ignore the lXlmmitment-thatDunrr of controls on coal development. Many iJ£.
- REPO governors have in oommon is that <Aetting far too much attention froD\ the County landQwners had IlI@.deto develop-, ,\he Western states have such, governo.rs,
they are Democra~~- _. coal developers. You get the distinct.lm-, men,t. , and there are also a few Congressmen With
Guy, dUring his years IIl\ governor of preSsion they'd just. as soon be ignored The reaction'mm the~group could lie felt that.orientation. AIl we have to rememqer

North Dakota,ll1ao 'dev~loped, a close. reIn- iogain:lOne PIainsmen supporter wears a immediately by onlookers. Manx Plains- 'is too keep tl!-eir feet to the fire. • "
tioDship with the Departiiient of Interior. button that 'Sats, 'Thirty degrees below . men see the diversion as the key to maisive .. ,-the editors
puti~ ~t periOd, Interior embarked -I':';;';;:';;;;~;;;'::"~~;';;';;';';;~~;"~~~__ ~~~ __ " "~'!"- "'~ ~
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Phosphates
mining Idaho to save Florida?

ORVregs,

I Sien:a suit
no compromise' in s'i~ht 11

Resource Council ,
'... - ,Powder River ranchers protect basin 12

Ene~gyPolicyAlpine. gI'ouse,
tho life and pti~es of ptarmigan 16. 8 Bil1.Guy v. Western governors
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