
by Mitrjane Ambler 

fbrty-two years ago the Tennessee Valley Authority 
• created as a grand experiment in populist govern­
~t It was the fll'St significant attempt at public plan­
lllli on a regional scalE and the only matance when one 

was gi\•en the J?OWer to develop all the resources of 
Most of all, it was designed to raise the social and 
well-being of the people of the Tennessee Valley 

oontrolling the river's flooding, creati.ng jobs, and, in 
• -nnn1n providing cheap power. 

TV A's power program aJone absorbs close to 
$5.5 billion in assets, aCCOl'ding to Foa:bes 

·~r.nne.And the economic and social well-being ofthe 
fiOple o(theTennessee Valley seems to be threatened as 
m:li by TV A itself as by any other force. 

The economy of the va:lley has been larg;ely dependent 
~ coal mining. Part of the reason the pet~ple of the 
lllley oow fee) threatened is that TV A. the largest ooal 
lilyer in the country, is turning its eyes west fol' both coal 
ad uramum to fuel its generating plants. Nuclear power 
Jkntoonstrut:tian will pro,'ide90% pfthenew generating 
~BQ.ty that TV A lS adding. 'This is the largest cmn­
llitment in the nation to nuclear power by a smgle uti,l­
ltfw boasts the TVA ''.-\nn:ual Report.'' Four nuclear 
!~~antS ate: being constructed hy TVA in its region, '8.Dd 
1111re are on the drawing board. 

WA'sact.i .. ·itym the'\Vestinvolvesuramummore than 
• .at this time. Wyoming and New Mexico hold 85% of 

oatioo's uranium reserves. TV A has intel'l*ti> in 
exploration and mining m Lhose two states as 
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Western uranium, coal dim Eastern hopes 

TVA. moves West for fuel 

Photos from VOICES FROM THE 
MOUNTAINS, which is reviewed on page 
14. C'redits {clockwise from upper left) 
miner by Phil Primack, woman in white 
dress by Earl DoUer. fiddler by Kris Men­
denhall, profile ofwom an by Jim ~Iarsh all, 
and strip mine by Don Stillman. 

weU as in Utah. South Dakota, Texas, and.. in past years, development of the depressed area. So a section of the act 
in Montana and Colorado, according to Gary Harmon, authorized TVA tQ seD the surplus power not used in its 
administrator of the TV A field dfi.ce in Casper, Wyo. The own operations. Furthermore, due te> the problems of the 
Casper office is headquarters for western TV A a.cti:\Tity in valley at that time, TV A was instructed to ''promote and 
uranium. encourage the fullest possible use of electric light and 

Some coal oontracts are also channeled through the power." (TVA Aot, &!ction 10\ 
Casper office. The agency now bas contracts for coal exp- TV A suoceeded in selling power. Today the consum.p-
loration in at lpast Colorado and Wyoming. tion of electricity in the valley is twice that of the rest of 

WHY WEST? the nation. Four out of every ten homes are "all electric,'" 
To understand why TVA has chosen to move west in its TV A boasted in its latest annual report. 

search for resources, one has to look at both the legislative In addition to the state, county. municipal. and rural 
mandate given to the agency at its ere a tion in 1933 and at cooperatives i.ha t TV A was to serve originally, cb emical 
the ~nt energy situation in 1975, as interpreted by and aJuminum plants have oome to the area to take ad-
TV A. vantage of the low rates. AJcoa. for example. was paying 

The Tennessee VaUey Authority Act was enacted to l.521 cents per kilowatt hour while homeowners paid 1.22 
provide flood control of the Tennessee Valley. LO provide oonts. acconling to a study by the Mountain Eagle. a 
for reforestation, agricultural and industrial develop- pe.r031Stent TV A critic in Whitesburg, Ky. The aluminum 
ment, and for the proper use of ma.rginal lan~ in the industry is one of the highest ~rs of electricity. 
valley, according to the pre&oe of the act. In the TV A region, 22% ofthe TV A electricity last year 

As TV A built dams to stop the flooding, the legis! a tars went to industry. Sixty percent went to municipaJities 
in 1933 knew that cheap hydroelectric power rould be and cooperatives, 17% to federal ~ncies including the 
anotherseniceQfthenewagencytoforwardtheeconomic (Continued on page 4) 

i 2D~.JY'~"; rtJB.UJIUtilts±g{l~d:Wi ·~db d::eln!t$:1}7%B:=m 

"The Tennessee Valley Authority is to be a corporation 
clothed with the power of government but possessed of the 
flexibility and initiative of a private enterprise." 
-Franklin D. Roosevelt 

.... ~~·~·~··.~ ... 
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CEQ PRAISE 

DearHCN: 
The Council on Environmental Quality appreciates the 

trobscription to High Country News. It is an excellent 
publication and we are pleased to know of your outstand­
ing work in putting environmental issues befOie the peo­
ple. 

With best wishes, 
Sincerely, 
Russell W. Peterson, Chairman 
Council on Environmental Quality 

BEA VERB BOTHERSOME 

DearHCN, 
I came back from pulling a beaver dam out of my irriga­

tion headgate to find your article on the beaver. It was a 
valuable reminder that beavers are useful animals who 
do other things besides shut off my irrigating water. 
However I point out to you that dam builders are dam 
builders whether they be the beaver living on willow and 
aspen or the Army Corps of Engineers living on the Con­
gressional pork barreL A dam builder's objective is to 
build a dam and he rarely pays attention to the consequ­
ences rA his action. The headgat.e beaver and the irriga­
tion ditch beaver must have gotten some special training 
from Washington on dam site selection_ 

Enough of this~ my irrigating water is shut off again 
this morning and I must go back to work. What is there 
about a concrete headgate that has such an attraction for 
our local beavers? 

Y mus against dam builders, 
Charles Scott 
Bates Hole, Wyo. 

(&litors' note: Tom Bell, founder and publisher of the 
High Country News, has written the following column 
to explain why he chose to leave Wyoming. This com­
pletes the story he began telling in the last issue. HCN 
staff members have varying feelings about religion. The 
column below is a personal story and does not :represent a 
High Country News position.) 

• • • 

HORSES BELONG 

DearHCN: 
Justashortmmmenttrebuttal, andcriticismofsomeof 

the letters in the September 12th issue. I, too, love the 
wilderness, want to see as much of it as passible without 
the vestiges of civilization and pollution, and with the 
very best rA camping practices. 

However, I would take issue with the concept that 
horses should be banned. Horses to me are a natural part 
fL the outdoors. perhaps being there before man but cer­
tainly with the Indians and the later trappers and cer­
tainly priQl' totheadventfLthewhit.e man's civilization. I 
would not criticize the backpacker, more power to him; 
but the horse is also an integral part mit though. in my 
own view. that is not true m a mechanized machine. 

What could give more pleasure than sitting on the back 
of a good horse in the midst m a wonderful wilderness? I 
am certain that many £A those devoted to wilderness share 
my views and consider the horse more a part of that 
wilderness than man who intrudes upon it 

Malvin Cole, M-D 
Casper, Wyo. 

' 
SEEKS NONGAME ADVICE 

DearHCN. 
I am chairman of the Citizens Nongame Advisory 

Committee to the California Department of Fish and 
Game. I believe the formation cL this committee by the 
directorofthedepartmentisasincereeffmttoexpandthe 
department's objectives and programs on nongame ani­
mals. Although California already has a nongame prog­
ram, probably further advanced than most states, this 
committee has an opportunity to move the department's 
activities even further toward a well bala.ru:ed program 
that recognizes the imporlanee of aD wildlife species. and 
that reflects the broader public awareness of ecological 
values. I "rould like to invite you and your readers to help 
us by sending to me suggestions on objectives, programs, 
and funding for nongame. 

Sincerely, 
Maxine McCloskey 
93 Florida Ave. 
Oakland, Calif. 94610 

big enough or oonsecra~ enough to solve the world's 
problems (or even a fraction of them) on his own. It was 
then that the reality of my situation. and of eveey human 
being, fo.roed itself upon me. The enormity« man's prob­
lems, now and in the near future, is too much for my mind 
to accept with the old, blind faith I once had. 

As editor of High Country NeWs. I was exposed to a 
great variety of material. It ranged all the way from 
Blneprint for Survival and The Limits to Growth to 
the daily scanning rL a dozen regionaJ and national news-

"Hope springs eternal in the hmnan breast" is a pro- papers.. I got a cram morse in the environmental crises of 
found and wise saying. Each r1 us lives today with the the world, all on top ~the professional education I re­
bope that tomorro-sv will be as good as or better than eeived as a oonservationist-ecologist. ~, it was too 
today.Ananimallivesbybopeinstin.ctivelyandinnately. much. I had to put my faith in something other than 
Th.inking man does so by faith. myself and man's world. It was then I found meaning in 

Each musmu.sthavewthin somethingifwearetogo the Bible. 
on living with ourselves and with others. Most m us go To my surprise, I find lam not alone. People are turning 
through life with a blind faith that no matter what hap- to the Bible in droves. They range from such national 
pens, everything will turn out all right.. Few m us are figures as Charles Colson fL former President Nixon's 
really prepared fo:r the testing of that blind faith- When staff and fonner Iowa Sen. Harold Hughes to the lowliest 
reality begins to force itaelf into our mnscious mind, we people in all walks c:Llife. Top-flight entertainers such as 
keep pushing back until one day we are overcome. - Pat Boone and Johnny Cash give as much of their time to 

For years I worked as a zealot within the environmen- the Lord as they do to their ente:rtainmenttdledule. Bible 
tal (conservation) movement with absolute faith. There study groups have become a part m the American com­
was ~ question in my mind that what I was doing was munity scene. 
right. It was an unselfish effort that asked no reward. I Last fall, The Christian Science Moni1orran a series 
was fulfilled by faith that what I did was in the serviee fL • on "Religious Ferment in America." Writer ~eric 
my feOow man. My goal was a bettertomorrow -without Hunter wrote, ~r American religious thinkers, the pre­
ripping off or destroying the beautiful world created for dicament of a world confronting runaway material 
our existence. growth p~ents a basic: challenge - the urgent need to 

But over the last few years the gnawing, nagging fears reassess traditional reiigiousva1uesto help their country, 
eroded my faith in myself. I could see that no matter how and the world, cope with one of the great transformations 
diligently I threw myself into the causes in which I be- of \li.'Orld history." He cited a Stanford Research Institute 
lieved, I was just a mere man. And man, any man, is not study done last year which said," ... we may be experieno-

WBEA 'ILAND PLANT DEFENDED 

Dear Editors: 
As one much involved with the Missouri Basm 

Project, I would liketocomment.onseveral afthe 
Bruce Hamilton's article in the HCN A 
dealing with some oC the effects the project is 
the local community. 

The story, at several pointa makes reference to 
participants in the project. as the "power amiP8DiK 
There is a difference to which I am very sensi t.ive 
"power companies" -generally taken to mean 
owned utility companies which exist to provide 
and make a profit- and FUI1ll electric COCII]eJrati·ve t 
public power sys..ems. which provide service on 
profit basis and are oonswner-owned and oon.trolJedl 

The story accurately refers to the six entines 
propose to participate in the program However, 

- Wyoming Municipal Electric Power Joint Power 
will be an owner-participant along with the other fm 
not. simply a power purchaser as the story indicated. 

In this connection, I should note that our 
mdicate approximately one-third of the power 
by the project will be u.sed by Wyoming wo:>UI~rn,u. 
other two-thirds in other states in the region served 
participants. I recognize that there is skepticism 
whether Wyoming consumers will require an 
500 megawatts of baseload power to meet their 
growth. (In 1973 demand for electricity in the 
Wyoming was 978 megawatts.-eds,) Our mc!ledblll!ll­
which do not reflect any extraordinary lllLIU><LCI>U•R: .... 

growth- indicate that they will . In this oorllli!l:tlllll,• 
of the participants with important member 
sibilities in Wyoming, Tri-State G & T Asisoct,ab!ln, 

experienced load growth in recent years 
11% per year; last year its increase in peak demaod 
17% over the previous year. Nearly all this 
related to additional use by existing consumers, 
which are mnverting their space heating needs 
other fuels to electric; many users are also 
additional electric irrigation pumping. Rural electnc 
tems in the Dakotas are experiencing the same 
growth and, as nearly as I can tell, for similar 
the scarcity and dramatically increased price of 
gas and petroleum products. 

The stm-y notes the un~tandable fear oflocal 
that the plant means the end of a way of life 
always known, "the introduction of industrial 
into an agrarian society." The peq~le proposmg Ul 

i:ng the beginning of an industrial transformation as 
found in its consequences as the Industrial R,e,roluti& 
and simultaneously aconoeptualrevolutionas~1hak:ing• 
the Copernican. Revolution_" The study wq1uu.n= 
•conceptual revolution" demands that mankind 
more spiritual mncept of itself if it is to mpe with 
growth chal1enge, a self image that .. :reinstates the 
cendental, spiritual side of man, so long ignored ... 

Dr. Harvey Cox, theologian at Harvard 
School, has said, "Since the indus.trial revolution 
... , the real religion of theW est hasn't been Ch·riAtiilllllil 

at all. It's been growth, the accumul.ation of wealth. 
oe881 competition. The centm.l message tt uUrl~LIIlllltlt 
has been twisted in many ways to support the ,.aha 
industrial capitalism." 

Dr. Jay Forrester, a professor at the M.assachwlll 
Institute of Tecbno1ogy, was one rL the pioneem 
study of the challenges rA economic growth. He has 
"There is no custodian rA (society's) long-t.enn goals 
le,ss itbethereligiousinstitution:s ... And explains 
religion rests the responsibility for maintaining 
term values and preventing the collapse of 
goals." 

The storm ftagaare up. Make no mistake, ttu~sO!~ebi'• 
know is in for some rough times ahead. Faith in 
and in our institutions will be deeply shaken. It 
realization that finally shook me. I now ,..,..""""iFvifll.l ' 

sense fL peace and contentment that I have never 
before. When I read Corrie Ten Boom's book. TheBidilt 
Place (now made into a movie),lcanseethe lrindoffa.ifll 
will need in the years ahead. Such faith comes from reaf. 
ing and knowing the Bible and believing it with 1lilq1JIIo 

tioning (blind) faith. Once again I have an anChor in the 
gathering storm. 



the projed: don't believe the p]ant must necessarily de­
IJ'ade the quality of life in the area. In central North 
Dakota, where Basin Electric has constructed 650 
megawatts of lignite-fired· generation, there exists or is 
ader can.struction apprnximately 1,500 megawatts of 
COIJ.fired generation at three plant sites within a few 
llliles r.i ane another. For the mnst part, people in the 
·.&eta'! communities of Stanton, Hazen and Center have 
1111t experienced a diminution of their life style. but really 
10me enhancement of it.. Children of lBcal people there 
ave more readily found jobs in the local community and 
ftnl able. to stay in the area, mther tban migrate •to 
luger population ceilters. 

The article notes the project's requests for a variance in 
~~~eeting the state's sulfur ail' quality regulation.. The 

is proposing a variance and a schedu1e fur com-
Jance with the state's sulfur emission standard, which is 

utimes more stringent than the national standard. Pro­
jeci participants want to have an air pollution control 
~}~tan they can be proud of, in.clu.dmg a sulfur scrubbing 
.,.tem whiCh produ.ce.s a useful memica.l by-product­
elemental sulfur -instead of throw-away sludge which 
would llave to be stored in perpetuity in very large quan­
tities.. The system we are proposing to use also has the 
COD6iderable advantag~ of being a regenerahl'e one- i.e., 
1111e whlcb doesnotrequire hugequantitiesof!imestone to 
lUll it. Scrubber systems of this type are complicated 
cbemlcal. plants which .have not been oomme,rci.aUy de­
IIIGDStrat.ed or perfeded in conjunction with a coal-fired 
JDWer plant. Because of this, the compliance schedule 
illcludes. provisiOn for a pilot plant to be tested first on 
Basin Electric's existing plant in North Dakotac. With 
lbstpilotprojectexperience, i tis the project's intention to 
order, test and install thereafter the best kind of system 
we can as rapidly as we can. 

I would point out, however, that our plans are for all 
three units~ be in full compliance with tbe state atan­
clani by 1986, six years after the first. MBPP unit comes 
into oommerci:al operation in 1980. The "10 year var­
iance'' period mentioned in the story could be misleading 
iD that respect. 

The amcle quotes a. landowner who sold land for the 
reaervoir site as being told the land would be condemned 
ifthey did not sell voluntarily. Peop1e involved in the 
rojectwere always cognizant of'thefact that they did not 

oillYe power of condemnation for lands needed for the 
plant and n:servoir si. te. Locall'llpresentatives of the pro­
ject were always scrupuJou.s!y aware of this fact. and, I am 
8881l11!d. never would themselves have made such a teP· 
resentation. Your article does not say that project rep­
JeSeDtatives to1d the parties involved that their lands 
cwld be condemned, but the imp]ica tion is it was project 
JIMPle who did so. This seems unfa:J.r to me. 

Sincerely, 
Robert 0 . Ma.rritz 

Editorial 
Executive Director and Counsel 
Mi!lsouri Basin Systems Group Utilities offer real public servrce • 
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lt used to be that electric utili ties were appreciated for 
the fact that they supplied all the power anyone could 
want at a reasonable mte. 'Th.ose were the days when 
peaple hung pictures m power plants and transmission 
lines on their walls. Being able to nick a switch and get 
power was a modern miracle. 

Today. the fascination with electric power systems is 
over. Utilities are taken for granted. Electricity is 
another inalienable right-a parl of the American waym 
life. 

Because cheap. p]entifu1 power is a given, we often tend 
to notioo utilities only when some other, less pleasant. 
order of th.eir business touches our lives... This am be wben 
t.h~ ask for a rate increase. when their air pol)ution 
becomes a public problem, o.r when they try to site a j,ower 
plant in an area many would rather see left undeveloped. 

'Think about it. When was the last time you heard 
anyone ~ something good about an elecfric utility? 

The fact that utilities now wear black bats for most 
public appearanees is not only a problem of perception on 
the part of a. calloused publia used tothduxury of electric­
ity. Part of the blame must rightfully be placed on the 
utilities who have spent their time and the oonsumers' 

I ·lDODe)' promoting greater pDWel' u.sBge, trying to sen the 
public on nuclear power. attempting to undermine the 
01ean Air Act, and. discouraging the passage of strtmg 
strip mine reclamation laws. 

AU this may be changing. though. Recently Connec­
ticut passed a law forbidding atilities from politi.ca1 and 
promotional advertising with consumers' funds.. Adver­
tising different ways to conserve energy would still be 
allowed. hcm•ever. In one state atleastl, utilities are being 

f~ to adopt a new im~ - that of public servant. 
In Coloraoo we see the change coming on t.he utility's 

own initiative. Public Servioo Company of Colorado is 
providing a service that will decrease .heating bills and 
CotlServe na,t.ura] TeSOUI'teS. 

This fall, PSC c:ffers to inspect. costamers!- homes to 
make sure their ceiling insulation is adequate. If a home 
i.s not. insulated to an optimum le_ve] that will save the 
consumer money and energy, PSC offers to arrange for a 
contncl.ottodo the job and add the cost on to the monthly 
utility bill. 

In Wyoming, Pacific Power and Light ComPany has 
finally eliminated its promotional rate structure. With 
most utilities, the rule bas been that big consumers of 
power paid less per kilowatthourthan smaller users. This 
past practice, which discoumged energy conservation, is 
oo longer a part of Pacific Power-land in Wyoming- now 
everyonep.zyethesame rat2. Eventuallywe'dlik.e to see a 
rate structure that rewarded t.he small users ·to f.Urtber 
encool'~ aJDSel"\'ation. 

PP&L has also been emphasizing energy conservation 
m its publication program. A rough rider cartoon figure 
called1COlWattiB His Name tells PP&Lcu.stomera how to 
insulate frame ho11$e8 and mobile homes and how to save 
energy around the farm. 

These actions: are real public services. They're recogniz­
ing that the best way to supply adequate power is to make 
sure that each customer U8fS his share wisely and effi­
ciently. They're j ust a. !ilart. though. We hope FSO, PP&L, 
and Qther utilities will continue along this course and 
regain their stature as valuable public servants once 
again. -BH 



4-Bigh Country News- Sept. 26. 1975 

TV A moves West. • • 
(Continued from page 1) 

Atomic Energy Commiasion and TV A use, and .1% went 
to electric utilities. 

Many years ago tb.e demand for power outstripped hyd­
roelectric resources so Congress authorized TVA to begin 
building coal-iued power pJanta. 

From this point on, the roJe of TV A as power producer 
began to dominate its other functions and the implica­
tions far the We!Jt began. 

Now TV A is the nation's largest power prcducer and 
also the largest user of coal, consuming nearly 10% of the 
U.S. total utility coal output, according to Forbes. This 
could mean that TV A could take the roJe as the leader in 
guaranteeing prof.ecltian for the people and the resources 
of the region- encouraging safet;y in the mines, high pay 
far the miners, and adequate reclamation to insure the 
continued quality of the land. 

However, when SenBite oversight bearings were heid 
this May to look at TV A for the first time in its history, 
testimony indicated this has not been the role that TV A 
bas dlo.sen. Labor leaders, enviromnent.ali.sts, and other 
people of the Tennessee Valley, when fmally given a 
public forum, told their stories of how TV A had abused 
their valley. Same public officials also took the opportun­
ity In praise the work of the agency. 

BIDS TO BLAME 

The TV A board members' lack of acmuntabili t;y to the 
people was blamed for some of the destructive effects the 
agency has had an the region. But it's the requirement for 
taking bids that mUBt share the blame. 

"'By choosing on1Y. the lowest bids offered to it, TV A 
tended to encourage oot on1y strip mining, which is gen~ 
emily lower ooet than deep mining, but afbm the, least 
responsible m the strip miners in the business . - . who 
stripped the coal and all too often felt no obligation to 

TVA financial advantages 
Oneof'tbepowersofgovernmentwbi.ch 

the TV A enjoys is not having to pay fed­
eralincome taxes.ltdoesmake payments 
to state and 1ocal governments in which it 
has power operations in lieu mtaxes. The 
payment is equal to five per cent m tbe 
,gnlSS proceeds derived from the sale of 
power by llie oorporation. The payments 
also take into consideration what the 
property taxes would have been. The act 
specifies that the minimum annual pay­
ment will be $10,000 but only mentions 
payments to states in which the corpora­
tion awns and operates power property. 
The payment a.I.Bo does not apply to .sales 
to thefederal government; 17% of TVA's 
power last year was used by the federal 
goverrunent. includmg both the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commission•s uae and 
TVA use. 

In 1959 Congress decreed that TV A's 
power operation would be self­
supporting. TV A fi.D8Jltles its expansion 
with bonds which sell roughly "On a par 
with other utility bondi. according to 
Forbes. As of this year. however. TV A 
can also borrow money from thenew Fed­
eral Financing Bank. which makes 
money available to federal agencies like 
TV A at I'BfA!s only marginally above that 
of u.s. government obligations. accord­
ing tD Forbes. 

The fact that 'IV A is not a corporation 
and is not run to ~e a profit exp).ains 
some of its actions which seem rather on­
businesslike. For example. a local televi-
sion station sneaked into a coal yard and 
filmed a truck being filled with rock. 
mud, and slate. Tbe high grade coal was 
only in the middle and on top, where 
loads are sampled. The truck was bound 
fur TV A:s Kingston steam plant. After 
learning about the layer loading, the 
TV A lated filed suit but then continued tc(l 
!et contmcts to the same finn, according 
to the Mountain Eagle. 

Wilt&· ·B'i;.·· 

Despite the fact that the agencyp.refers to keep a low profile, TV A made headlin"' often during 
the past months. First apurchaseofWesternstripmiuedcoal was announced, and then a TV A bid 
for Peabody Coal, the world's largest coal company. Later fire ln<oke out at TV A's:Browns Ferry 
Nuclear Plant. In May, the Senate heJd thefirstoversighthearingsin theagency's42year history 
to Jookinto TV ~·s bid for Peabody and its overall operation. 'IheFederal Trade Commi.ssion had 
«?'dered Keno ecott Copper to sell Peabody because of antitrust laws, and some Senators ques­
tioned why TV A wouldn'l fall into that category, too. No final88.le has been made, but TV A is out 
of the bidding now. Photo of one of Peabody's western mines by Terry Moore. 

attempt to reclaim tbe land," sa;ys Forbes magazine. 
At the same time, TV A low bid contracts di!icouraged 

union labor, sometimes blatantly by specifying in the 
contract that increa.sesm labor cos1a due tn unionization 
would not be paid for by TV A. In the Senate bearing 
testimony, Arnold Miller, president of the United Mine 
Worke~, said, "TVA was the prime culprit in the strip 
mine damage to Eastern Kentucky and the major factor 
in turning Eastern Kentucky into the capital of non­
union coal in the late 1950s and 1960s," according to the 
Mountain Eagle. 

TV A brags about its strip mining regulations. How­
ever, they are so much weaker than West Virginia's or 
Pennsylvania's that no coal oompany in either state can 
meet the state standards and still be able to offer a oom­
peti tive bid. according to a legislative aide in the region. 

In addition, he says that the agency sets its sulfur 
standards at four per cent. Since much of the coal in West 
Virginia, for instance, is one per cent sulfur, the bids are 
awanled to the cheaper, dirtier coal offered in other 
states. 

TVA ASKS 20% CONSERVATION 

Last winter TVA's coal supply dropped to a critically 
low level~ according to the TV A board. TV A asked i1B 
customers, including the U.S. Atomic Energy Commis­
sion, to reduce their consumption of power by 20% or risk 
a brownout. After advertising didn't get enough bids for 
enough coaJ to meet TV A•s ooal needs, the board. at ita 
own discretion, declared an emergency and stopped re­
quiring bids. Subsequent requests to local suppliers still 
did not produce offers to sell "sufficient a.nwunts of coal at 
acceptable prices," according to the board. In November of 
last year the Mountain Eagle revealed that TV A bad 
purchased 450,000 tons of coal from a Western Energy 
strip mine in Montana. 

Sen. Jennings Randolph CD-W.Va.), Appalachia's 
single most powerful politician acoording to the Eagle,. 
telegraphed TV A in protest. He asied if the purchase 
represented anew policy on the part of TV A to seek coal in 
the West in preference to eastern supplies. He said."' am _ 

particularly concerned that this acquisi tionnot S.e!"'\\e au 
precedent for future long-term contracts far western cctJ 
for use by the TV A inpreferencetoeastemsupplies.Sncll 
practices, in my opinion, would be inoonsist.ent with re­
centnationaJ policies to promote energy conservation 
foster energy self-sufficiency." 

Aubrey Wagner, chainnan of the TV A board, defended 
the agency's decision to Randolph, &aying that the bollld, 
too, would prefer coal from~areas contiguous to the TVA 
system. "Weappn!ciatea.ndshareyourconcemregarding 
the development and use of Appalachian coal as a part d 
the national policy to achieve energy self-sllfficieney: 
Wagner said. 

He pointed to the 1933 legislative mandate that TVA 
charge "rates as low as are feasible." "In carrying out this 
stated statutory objective, TV A of course endeavo!'8 tD 
pnrchase its coal at the lowest availah1e prices and would: 
not consider pun:b.asing western coal if the coal it needi 
could be purchased elsewhere at a lower cost," be ,said. 

During the year m this crisis, the TV A board, wbid! 
m8.k:es decisions on rates independent of any review~ 
cess. raised TV A electricity rates by agreater percentage 
than any other rates in the nation. TV A says the rates 
still remained 40% lower than most other rates in the 
nation. 

Whether or not the coal supply crisis was as dramatic as 
TV A said is a question still being pondered in the valley 
and in Washington, D.C. The Mountain Eagle claimed 
thatTVA'sestimatesofreserveswereumealisticallylow. 

Some critics went so far as to say that tbe threat ci. 
brownouts was concocted to prove the need for 'lV A's 
controveraial expansion into nuclear power. 

PURSUING CHEAP FUEL ~ 

Cost and anilability of fuel are two arguments bel4 
used to promote TV A's nuclear development. In the 197~ 
annual report. TV A says, "Construction m nuclear power 
plants is slower and more expensive than forcoal-buming 
plants. But once in operation nuclear plant productioo 
costs are not heavily influenced by fuel costs, compared to 

(co1ltinued on page 5) 
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ul am particularly concerned that this acquisition not serve 

as a precedent for future long-term contracts for western coal 
for use. by the TV A in preference to eastern supplies." 
-Sen. Jennings Randolph {D-W.Va.) 
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The Tellllessee Valley Authority bas uranium interests in seven weatern states: shows the Tennessee Valley region. more than 1,800 miles away, which the TV A 
was originally mandated to serve. Coal-fired TVA generating pJa:nts are iDdi­
cated with a C and nuclear wiih aN. 

Wyoming, New Mexico, Texas, Utah. South Dakota, and, iD the past, Montana 
aDd Colorado. Some of tbe ex:plo:ratiou coutracts also include coal. The iDset 

What TVA move means for the West 
In the midst rX a massive nuclear power construction 

jrOgi"8Jil. the Tennessee Valley Authority (TV A) is con­
tinning its Jll8.l'Ch westward in sean:h of western fuels. 
The initial step of the march was first revealed last 
November when TV A bought mal from a Montana strip 
mine. Now TV A's push is for uranium, and it has estab­
lished a Casper field office to oversee uranium explora­
tion and mining mat least seven western states. 

Much of the uranium activity is centered on Wyoming 
where contracts involving millions of dollars have been 
signed with three mrporations for exploration and min­
ing of uranium and some coal. The corporations involved 
!American Nuclear Corp., Teton United Nuclear, and 
.Fedeml American Partners) share interests with TV A in 
the Gas Hills of central Wyoming, the Powder River 
Basin, and other portions of northeastern Wyoming. 

In addition to Wyoming, TV A is also involved in New 
Mexico, t:tah, Texas, and South Dakota. TV A has in the 
past looked at Colorado and at Montana and says it may 
do so again. 

Uranium has been discovered on some of the claims in 
Wyoming, but none are now producing. Gary Harmon, 
nuclear raw rna terials specialist and administrator of the 
Casper office, says TV A isn't expecting production until 
the late 1970s, although this could change depending 

upon the market. 
Consequently, one can only speculate on the possible 

implications of the agency's involvement in the West by 
looking at its hlstory east cl the Mississippi. 

Studying its past. record in terms of em1ronmental reg­
ulations, use of its power as a federal agency, and its 
responsiveness to the public of the Tennessee Valley sug­
gests problems which may occur in Wyoming. The prob­
lems encountered by the residents of the Tennessee Val­
ley stem partly from TV A's powers as a federaJ agency 
and partly from the attitude of the board members 
through the years, who seem to view themselv~ as heads 
of a private mrporation. 

These two conflicting roles, which now are seen as the 
51Durce of a multitude of problems, were thought in 1933 to 
be advantages to help the fledgling agency serve the peo­
ple. President Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Congress to 
create "a corporation clothed with the power of govern­
ment but possessed of the flexibility and initiative of a 
private enterprise." 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 

Federal regulations over uranium exploration and 
mining are more than a oantury old. They are contained 
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TVA moves West. ·. 
(continued from page 4) 

plants burning coal. Fuel expense at TV A's first nuclear 
plant is running only one-third as much as the fuel cost at 
mal-burning pl.ants-and is only about 10 to 20% of the 
Clllll1'V A has had to pay on recent new coal purchases. 
Presl'llt conditions, particularly with respect to the 
rapufly increasing mal costs, dem,o~tJ:ate more clearly 
than ever that it is nnw more econamical for TV A to 
amstruct and operate nuclear power plants than coaJ­
fiJed facilities." 

This !!l.atement seems to ignore the fact thattheprice of 
unenrithed uranium is also skyrocketing, from about $8 
per pJilnd m 1972 to the present $25 per pound Some 
experts predict prices of S50 per pound by 1980 and warn 
that it might be necessary to import half the muntry's 

w-·,..,~.IUdemand by that time. Westinglwuc.e made head­
recently by canceling contracts already signed, say­

ing it would be "commercially impracticable .. to deliver 
the uranium at the prices it had promised. 

So the picture looks bJeak for investors in nuclear 
power plants - except those which -have some control 
om their own fuel supplies, such as TV A. (Nevertheless, 
TVA bas also signed oontracts already for Canadian 
lii'ID.ium, aa:ording to Forbes.) 

TV A's cost comparison between coal-fired and nuclear 
power plants in its annual report is valid in saying 
uranium constitutes a low percentage of the cost per 
kilowatt h.our (14% as compared with 72% for oil, accord­
ing w Forbes·•. However, TV A does not give enough 
'M!lgbt to the dollars necessary to build nuclear plants. As 
rJ July 1975. TV A's nuclear cost overruns totaled more 
~ $1.5 billion, according to the Mountain Eagle. 

TV A also fails to mention severa I other problems famil-

• 
iar to those who have studied nuclear power generation: 
1) Down time. At this point in the technology, the plants 
do not operate at full c~pacity. 2) Net energy production. 
As much as half the gross electrica 1 production of a plant 
would have to be recycled to supply input for fuel pi"'Ce'S­
aing, according to E. J. Hoffman, a Laramie, Wyo.-based 
energy consultant. 3) Increased safety rWu;. A fJ.re in 
March a. t the TV A nuclear p !ant at Browns Ferry almost 
resulted in the first peacetime nuclear disaster. However, 
board chairman Wagner still insists that nuclear plants 
are as safe as highway dri\ring. 4l Nuclear waste disposal 
When asked at the Senate oversight hearings where the 
the board proposed to dispose rL wastes. the board mem­
bers admitted they didn't know, according to the 
Mountain Eagle. 

POWER PLANS DIM HOPES 

Thesefactorsmustbeconsideredbyanyoneplanningto 
invest in a nuclear power plant. 'IV A, it would seem, must 
also consider its overa.D purpose. For if TV A !builds nuc­
lear power plants and continues its quest for western mal 
and uranium, it amld dim the future hopes of an entire 
regwn, the region it was created to protect. Ifthenation's 
largest ooal buyer is not buyi:lg eastern coal or is buying 
mucllless, thousands of miners could be put out of work. 

Board chairman Wagner told Forbes, "What we 
wanted to do was to help thepeopleofthisregion use their 
resources in ways that would build the mgi.on economi­
cally and improve the quality af life." 

Instead, according to Tom Gish, publisher of the 
Mountain Eagle, "Mountain by mountain. valley by val­
ley, TV A has been turning the Tennessee Valley into an 
uninhabited and uninhabitable wasteland." 

in the 1872 "Act. to Promote the Development of the Min­
ing Resources of the United States." As indicated by the 
title of the act, it is designed to assure that the resou.r<li!S 
will be fully exploited. Thus there are no reclamation 
requirements for locatable minerals, such as uranium, 
and anyone filing for a claim on federal land must prove 
only that the resource is worth recovering and must' work 
on it each year. By paying $25 and applyi1;1g for a patent. 
he can acquire full title to the resource and t.he surface for 
mining purposes. Much of the uranium resources in 
Wyoming lie on federal land and oonsequently are subject 
to this act. 

The state of Wyoming, however, has adopted regula­
tions that do require reclamation oHheland t.oa higher or 
equal use and payment of a reclamation bond. State regu­
lations also apply to federal land The state also has a 
severance tax, and the counties collect property taxes on 
equipment and buildings for mining claims and for land 
itself when a patent has been obtained TV A has interest 
in some patented claims in Wyoming but most have not 
yet been paten ted. TV A interests are in federal land, state 
land, and private land with mixed swface and minera] 
rights ownership. 

The question is whether or not TV A, as a federal 
agency, will be required to comply with state and local 
environmental and taxing regulations. Gary Harmon . 
administrator of the Casper field otriCe, insists that TV A 
will comply with all state and federal regulations. Furth­
eJ'IDOre, he says, since TV A is a federal entity, it is also 
subject. to the National Environmental Policy Ad. and 
must file an impact statement on mining, although not on 

SI'ATE V. FEDERAL AUTHORI1Y 

The contract between Amencan Nuclear and TV A 
specifies that "ANC shall comply with all state and fed­
eml statutes and regulations applicable either to ANC or 
TV A relative to the protection of the environment. . .. " 
This indicated that W~"Oming should be able to depend 
upon its own regulations for protection. 

Much of the uranium in Wyoming lies under Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) land Calls to BLM offices in 
Wyoming indicate thatquestionsoffederal v. state juris· 
diction in the case of TV A have not yet been studied. 
TV A's contract with ANC says that ANC will be the 
operating partner, which means that ANC will apply for 
mining claims and patents and be involved in the actual 
mining. 

A BLM geologist said, "l don't know how it'd work if 
TV A applied for the patent itself ... .I hope it doesn't . . . 
Normally "'the federal entity has more power than the 

state." Hesaiditwould he up to the federal agency, in that 
case, to agree to abide by litate regulations ... 

SHOULD NEW MEXICO WORRY? 

Hannon said that TV A is not the operating partner in 
the majority of contracts. However, in New Mexico, he 
said there are some areas where TV A is actually doing 
some exploring work. Therefore, thequesbon of federal v. 
state jurisdiction may be a problem there. 

TV A's re<:ord for ~clarmg immunity from stateregula-

(Continued on page 6J 
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Meaning for West ... 
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tions in the Tennessee-Valley, bowe"-er• may make other 
Westerners uneasy, too. In Kentucky, TV A chaDenged 
the state's authority to implement clean air standards in 
the state. Wbaf:s.mare, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 
agreed and ruled TV A exempt from Kentucky air regula­
tiona. farci.ng the Environmental Pnltection Agency t£1 
implement the standards themselves. 

While eonsistently opposing the use of SCl"Uhbem, TV A 
asked Congress for the tax relief that other utilities moe 
getting for costs of pollution controls.. The only diffeJ;"eDce 
ia that TV A does not pay federal taus. Instead. the 
agency asked. for cli.scounts on the moneythatitis paying 
ba.ck. to the U.S. Treasuey for past debts. The bill allowing 
the "tu: credits"' passed but was vetoed by President 
GeraJd Ford. 

As James Branseome of the Mountain Eagle of 
Whitesburg, Ky .• phrased it. "TV A is asking for tax cre­
dits for taxes it doesn't pa,y to pa,y for equipment it vows it 
will not. ilmtall.'' 

STRIPPING RECORD 

In 1965, TVA bt'!gan including reclamation require­
ments in its contract a wards for ooa1 ~m strip mines. In 
its publication" A Quality Environment in the Tennessee 
Valley." TV A says it is the country' a biggest buyer of strip 
mined coal. However, it says that it has also done much 
more than any other coa1 user to try fu correct the serious 
environmental impact cl. strip mining. 

The Mountain Eagle and other TV A critics question 
this claim. The Eagle giyes the emmple of Peabody Coal 
which is frequently cited by the Kentucky Department of 
Reclamation for violation of state strip iiri.ning regula­
tions. TV A and Peabody have close financial ties which 
include TVA buying 12 million tons rL coal, most of it 
stripAA from Peabody each year. according to the Eagle. 

At t,he same time that Peabody is getting cited for not 
oomplying with state regulations. TV A is acti.Yely lobby­
ing against the federal strip mining bill saying that state 
laws are adequate. However, Lee White. a former TV A 
employee. disagrees. White, who has also been a member 
of the Federal Power CoDlJlli&cJion, said, "1 know better 
because we helped write those laws while I was at TV' A," 
according tD the Mountain Eagle.. 

TV A board member Don McBride told the Eagle be 
didn't want more regulations on strip mining because 
they raise the price of coal. · 

Aa a federal ~ncy, TV A has the right tL eminent 
domain (Section 4(h), TV A Act). The 1872 Mining Act 
gives possessory rights to the area of the claim for the 
purpose of developing and extracting minerals. A mi!ling 
patent usually gives title to the surface and all other 
resm.ll'Ces as well. Mills can be built on the claims. 

CoiUlequmt1y, it would seem that theon1y reason TV A 
might exercise eminent domain would be for t.ransporta-
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TVA GENERATING CAPACITY 
MILUONS OF KILOWATTS 

JUNE 30 

NUCLEAR 

FOSSIL FUEL 

As' a resu.H of continuing conservation efforts and 
the higher cost of electricity, TV A says the rate of 
growth in the use of electricity will be somewhat 
slowm: in the region. However, it believes that even 
to meet this slower growth rate. it must commit .itself 
to tbe most nta9siVe generating plant construction 
program in its history, expanding present generat­
ing capacity of 23.3 million kilowatts to abeut 47 
million. Ninety per cent of that will be nuclear. 

Ah:lgb waD in Wed Virginia. ten yean after being mined. No reclamation work was done. The 
high wall keeps breaking off since it was sb.attered years ago by blasting. The name of the mining 
company responst'"ble is not known. 

tionpurposes.lthasin the past exerc:isedeini:nentdomain 
on behalf of Peabody Coal which wanted a 12'>'-t mile 
overland conveyor belt to connect two mines to a river · 
outlet in the East. TV A forced 12landowners to allow it. 
The mineswe.reowned by TV A and operated by Peabody. 

The TV A eont.rae.t with ANC also mentions TV A•s 
power, as a federal agency, to withdraw land. Withdrawal 
is a power which fudera.lagencies, such as the Burea.u of 
Land. M"anagemen~ can exercise over land within their 
jurisdiction to exclude some uses if necessary to continue 
another use. For example, the BLM might withdraw land 
[TOm mineral entry if it is necessary habitat for an en­
dangered species. A BLM representative said he had no 
idea why the TV A would need sueb a power in Wyoming 
nor how it would apply. 

reported that the TV A. with the rooperation ti the F1U, 
also kept files ~ critics m the agency. 

The High Country News also found the Casper lieW 
office administrator, Gary Harmon. reluctant tD talk 
until aftel' he had met with the public relations · 
Kentucky "to .find out what we can tell you." In 
quent interviews and telephone calls. however. 
agreed to supply theinformati.on thatis an'"'' tb:•r nfnn hlill 

record. He explained that be bad been new on the job 
not used to dealing with newspapetS. 

One serious implication of TV A's closed-lips pobey 
ita operations east of the Mississippi was dntllll!ticall~ 
revea1ed by the fire last March at the Browns Ferry 
lear P)ant. Nuclear critics said that only ~good 
prevented the world's first peacetime nuclear 
The fire, whiCh smoldered for seven hours. ureveDIIB 

NOT RESPONSIVE TO PUBLIC operation m the reactor safety systmns. 
In the Tennessee Valley. the agency has a record of not However, local C~vil Defense offi~ials t.henl.,_wbo 

being open with the public. Although federal agencies have been respons1ble for evacuating people m the 

--~-----;~­nTV A is asking fo.r tax credits fortaxe8 it doesn't pay to pay 
for equipment it vows it will not instaJL" 

-James Branscom~ MOUNTAIN EAGLE 

across theeGUnt.ry had been responding to sunshine laws 
by opening their doors and public records. the TV A board 
continued up until last year mee~ behind dosed doors 
as it had fur 42 years. For six months last year. the 
Mountain Eagle pem.isted in standing outside the closed 
meetings, once getting information from notes left in a 
restroom. Finally other media joined in the crusade and 
the TV A held its first 9IJeD meeting on Jan. 16,1975. The 
Eagle reports that the board•s "patience was short and 
tempers were on edge• at the meetings when they fuwlly 
had to confront the public. 

The Eagle still experienced difficulties in obtaining 
pubhc records or statements from the public officials; the 
TVA charged the reporter $6.75 per hour for time the 
employes spent supplyin~ agency files. The li;agle has 

. near the plant. wete not notifie., by TV A until two 
later. 

EXPAND THE BOARD 
Critics of TV A claim that the organization of 

agency precludes accountability to tb:e public. They 
gest expanding the board from three tD seven 
with the four additional members appointed by l!ov·em.oi 
of four of t he Tennessee Valley states and eonfinned 
the Senate. Presently, the three members are aD£10l111tl 
by the President. A bill has been introduced to expand 
board.. 

However. the new proposal for the board does little 
increase accountability tD all the people affected by 
if it continues i1s move westward. ... 

• • 



Trona ponds deadly to waterfowl 
'1 

"Today, the old cliche d someone being 'nibbled to 
death by duCks' might better read 'ducks being mob led to 
death by progreSS:" says Dick Randall, North Central 
field representative for Defenders arw jldJife. Progresst in 
tbisca.se, means the mining afsodaashnear Green River. 
Wyo. 

Ba:ndall is concerneii about waterfowl losses on soda 
ash tailings pondS associated with the trona industry in 
tbe ~a. Most recently he has been protesting a proposed 

~ Jll~line and associated tailing ponds by Texas Gulf, Inc., 
11-JD.d. a lease application for a trona operation adja~nt to 
v the Flaming Gorge National Recreation area. 

"During fall months. when waterfowl are migrating 
eouth. evaporation ponds have reached the saturation 
PQint, M ij!zyS Randall. "Birds that alight on the ponds are 
illlmediately encrusted with a crystaDine formation 
known as deka-hydrate. Some chemicals in the ponds are 
basic. detergentls which quick.ly remo ... •e the natural oi] 
f:!'Qm the birds' feathers." Without jlrcpe:r oil levela. the 
birds become water-logged and s:ink. 

Waterfowl loss caused by the soda ash evaporation 
pmds was first discovered in 1973. '1)uring October and 
Sovember of 1973, 62 dead birds representing 10 water­
fowl spet:;ies were recovered from the Stauffer Chemical 
Company pond." recalls Randall. ''A search of other ponds 
in thea rea ended with a 1973 total of190 waterfetwl dead 
4!1" injured by chemicals in the ponds.'~ 

In 197 4, state and federal wildlife authorities recovered 
235 birds from the tailing ponds. 

"'Defenders afWi1dlife believes the unnecessary loss of 
a few hundred ducks here, a few hundred ducks there, can 
no longer be CODSldered a legitimate parl of domg busi­
Of:S$." Randall told the Bureau of Land Management. The 
BLM is the federal agency considering applications for 
new leases and tailings ponds for trona. 

ZONGUNS 

Of the 127 bitds recovered from the Stauffer Chemical 
plnds in 1974. 87 were recovered alive. These birds were 
washed in wann water and a1lowed to dry in boxes fiDed 
with straw. Birds believed to be on the road w recovery 
1\'ml released at the Seeds.kadee National Wildlife Re­
fuge, a few miles up river from the ponds. 

"Tt is not known if any of the 87 birds treated and 
released, survived.'' says Band:a.D. "If they respond to the 
Initial treatment . . . there still remains the problem of 
IDBs of oil from the feathers." 

Stauffer has installed "Zon Guns" around their 
.oo-acre pond t;o try to solve this problem. While these 

propane-fueled noisemakers manage to scare off some 
birds, grebes and mergansers have been observed swim­
ming near the guns and adapting ID the noise. 

Flagging stretched a.crosstheponds bas also been prop­
osed as a deferent. Randall is skeptical af success. "Most of 
the waterfowl species recovered rrom the ponds were gre­
bes, diving ducks. (and) mergansers:," he says. "These 
birds do most of their migrating ali night. I doubt that 
flagging would be effective at night." 

HALF-WAY HOUSE 

Last April, trona executives met with represmt.atives 
oftbe U.S. Fish and Wild1ifeServire, Wyoming Game and 
Fish. and De fen~ of Wildlife to explore sctutions to the 
problem. It was decided that a half-way bouse would be 
constructed to treat, bouse, and feed aftlicted bil'ds. The 
Fish and Wildlife Service suggested creating a diversio­
nary area by lighting a dean pond at night and playing 
recm-ded bird calls to attraot night migrating wat.etfowl 

Randall believes these solutions may save some birds, 
but "do not relate to the basic eause of tb.e waterfowl 
losses." He favors finding another means of disposing of 
the wastes- filtration, a~tion, or underground dis-
posal 

"'All are techmcally possible although much more ex­
pensive than tailing ponds.'" be says. 

"Economists wit,b sharp penclls and a background in 
systematic !lJUl]ysi.s can calculate oost-benefit. .studies 
thai would prove a few thoUB8.Ild dead. ducks are not worth 
the huge amnunt of money that would be required to salve 
this problatn once and for all, .. says Randa U. "Rowe,·er, ~f 
cost-benefit; figures could be used as a criteria for Yoi!dlife 
management, then the black-footed ferret, which is com­
pletely worthless to man as tar as its monetary value is 
coru:ern.ed, would long ago have been written off as a poor 
~nvestment. •· 

Jim JUDe. a biologist with Wyoming Game and 
Fish. washes three dncks rec<nrered from trona 
ponds. The birds are alternated between warm 
water and dry straw. BE!(:ause of oil Joss from the 
feathers. if left too long in the water they begin to 
sink. Photo by Dick Randall 

--

Kaiparowits critics, boosters 
meet at Utah hearings 

Hearings on the Interior Depmtment's plan to lease 
public !and for what would be the largest power plant in 
the U.S. were held in six western cities last we.ek. 
Kaiparowits, a $3 million projed-, would pJ;Oduoe 3.000 
megawatts of electrical power for a eoDBorti um of Califor­
nia and Arizona utilitil!s. The controversiaJ proposed Bite 
is 1ess than 100 miles from Brym Canyon, Zion, Grand 
Canyon, and Capital Reef National Parks and the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area.. 

Many ~ers at theSaltLa.ke bearingsapoke in favor 
of the pJant. including Utah Gov. Calvin L. Hampton. 
Republican Sen. Jake ~and the state's two U.S. rep­
resentatives. Se"a-al rocal officials who live .near the 
plant site in southern Utah indicated that their rural 
communities were looking forward to the eoonomic boom 
the plant could bring. 

At hearings held in Kanab, in Kane County where the 
plant wwld be loc:a fee:\ the Deseret News reports, ''Op­
posiijon to theconsnuct;i.on oftheplant was in the definite 
minority here·." 

"The national economy needs the project and we are 
prepared to aca~ptit," said a Kane County Commissioner. 

In Salt Lake City. two scientists disputed the draft 
environments] impact statement's claim that the plant 
would meet federal air quality standards. 

Dr. Jack T. Spence, a chemist from Utah State Univer­
sicy. said that daily emissjons otm trogen dio:ride from the 
plant would be about equal to the amount of that pollul-­
ant emitted daily by ai1 the cars in Los Ange)es. Dr. 
Miehae1 Williams, an air quality researcher, warned that 
in rombination with the ui.sting Navajo power plant a 
few miles south near Page, Ariz., the Kaiparowits plant 
would drastically reduce visibility. 

The Interior Department is allowing an extra 4fi days 
for the public to comment on the Kaiparowits statement, 
which contains more than 2,000 pages. That shifts the 
OOIDIIl8Dt deadline from the end of September to Nov. 15. 

Vlh.He Interior offidala dehoera te, the U int.a Chapter of 
the Siena CJub, in cooperation with other groups, is 
p]anning a nationwide educational effort. They believe 
the p l.ant is a threat to air quality m adj ace:nt lands which 
constitute one-fifth of the acreage managed by the Na­
tional Park Servioe. 

'Tm optimistic," Rath Frearafthe Uinta Chapter of the 
Siena Club told HCN. "1 think we can stop this." 

The following e:x.etpts from testimony presented at the 
recent hearings represent some of the opponents• other 
major arguments. 
-Ron Rudolph. Friends of the E~ "The primary 
rationale given bjr the utilities for building theproject is 
based on projected electrical growth nates in the market 
area serviced by the utillti.ea. These demand forecasts 
were supplied solely by the participating utili tiE$ .... The 
~A (Federal Energy Administration) in ita energy 
analysis has called th.ose (demand} assumptions 'predic­
tions which are insufficiently detailed or reston assump­
tions too speculative aa a bas~ for future p]anning.' With 
such a tremendous ooiiJID.ijment of ret;iiOurces at stake it 
seems :irresponsible to have any decisions an grounds 
deemed 'too speculative• even by the federal agency re­
sponsible for evalua.Ung the energy development ofth.iB 
country. We feel that an independent analysis of the de­
mand Sit:uation in the market areas should be undertaken 
before any further progress an the project is made." 
-Jean Widman, Wilderness Society. "Our concern 
lies, also, with the fact that one governmental agency~ the 
Bureau of Land Management) can promulgate destruc­
tion of what another governmental agency (the Park Ser­
vice) is directed to protect. _ .. .At least two-th.i.rds of the 
states among the lower 48 must rely on these Ja.st remain­
ing wilderness resoW"CCe .areas in the West for the so]i tude 
and re-created spirit that wilderness can provide. Utah is 
fortunate to have an abundance mwild lands compared 
with many western stab!s, but the blessing will become 
meaningless as the air quality diminishes in canyon 
country." 
-Robert 0. Marsto~ citizen. A single page in the En­
vironmental Impact Statement is devoted to the com­
bined impacts of Kaiparowits and other projects pJanned 
or operating in the :region, Marston points out. "Despite 
the enormous proportians oftheKaiparowits Project, this 
page in the EJS must suffire fur a regional impact state­
ment. With other power- plants located at P~e, Four 
Comers. Huntington, San Juan, Emery. Warner VaUey 
Mohave, Cholla, Garfield, and others, the potential for a 
considerable curou.lative effect J.S prevalent." 



The Sllckrock Canyon area of the Dolores River has been determined eligible for 
protecti.on under tbe Wild and Scenic Rivel"S Act. 

by Sarah DoU 

The Dolores River flows through a 2~0-mile display of 
the extremes oflanmcape in the West. Its headwaters lie 
in some of Colorado's 14,000-foot peaks. and it cuts 
through 1ush pasture land and barren desert before it joins 
the Colorado River in Utah. The river itself is as varied as 
its banks, featuring rapids to challenge white-wamr ex­
perts as weU as lnng, placid stretches. It is one of several 
rivers which are being studied, under a 197 4 act of Con­
gress, for i ndusion under the Wi1d and &enic Rivers Act 
of 1968. 

Spanish trn.d.e.rs discovered the river in the 16th cen-
tury, and named it El Rio de Nuestra Senoia de los Dol­
ores, the River of our Lady cf Sorrows. Silver mining 
attracted the fll'St settlers to the river's valleys. Farmers 
and ranchers followed, but no large towns were ever es­
tablished. In 1885-86 a two-mile tunnel was dug to divert 
water from the Dolores to the tarms of the Montezuma 
Valley. Since then, theriverhasbeen .-educed to a trickle 
for as much as 10 months of every year, and there is 
enough water for rsfting for only about 35 days. 

~fining is stil1 important to the area's economy; but the 
empha&is bas changed from silver to urani~ as our 

country moves toward the nuclear path to energy inde­
pendence. As more land is being farmed. more irrigation 
ditches are being built and the river is being charmelized 
and rip-rapped in areas to increase water production. The 
Btrreau of Reclamation is planning ·McPhee Dam on the 
upper Dolores for water-storage purposes. A desali.n.iL'l­
tion project. is also planned by BuRec for the 10\ .. -er Dolores 
be<:ause imgation tends to carry salt back to the river, 
and the Colorado River receives a large load Of salt from 
the Dolores. 

If the Dolores, or any part of it, is included under the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, there are three mtegories 
which would offer varying degrees of protection: wild, 
scenic, or recreationaL A wild river is. according to the 
law,·· . .free of impoundments and generaJiy intlC(:eSSible 
except by trail, with watersheds or shoreline; essentially 
primitive and watecs unpolluted." Such rivers "represent 
vestiges of primitive America." Scenic rivers. are "free of 
impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still 
largely primitive and shorelines largely undev~loped, but 

~aroessible in plaoes by roads." Recreational rivers are 
those that" ... are readily accessible by road or railroad. 
that may have some development along their shorelines. 
and that may have undergone some impotmdm.ent or di-

Of 12 Colorado rivers being studied 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, only the .uu••or111 

week-long raft trip. 



It is an exceptionally rare river in 
that it is so complete: by turns a 
mountain river, a foothills river, a 
desert river. A chance to preserve 
a totality and not just a limited 
realm. 

-David Sumner 
nNo Warranty for 
the Wild Dolores" 

version i:n the past.:' Once a river. or any part of it, is 
classified under the law, management policies direct that 
itc wild, scenic. cr :recreational values be protected. 

A study woup, ooruristing of representatives from the 
Colorado Department af Natural Resources, the U.S. 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management. and the U.S. Forest Service, is working to 
determine the rivers eligibility for inclumon under the 
act.. and to make recommendations concerning inclusion. 
The Dolores has been divided into four study area seg­
ments. wbieh. exclude the McPhee Dam site and the de­
sa.linjzation project. A22-mile stretch .Xtheriverthatlies 
in Otab was originaDy excluded. but a biU recent)y intro­
duced in the u_s. Senate will include it, if passed. 

The study group has determined the main stem above 
Rico to btl ineligible (too short, not ~ough water. and no 
outstanding features}. The West Dolores is eligible, as is 
the main stem cK t.be river from one mile below McPhee 
Dam to one mile above Highway 90. This segment in­
cludes the spect.acuJar Slick Rock Canyon. the Dolores 
Canyon. and the Little Glen Canyon (named for its 
similarities to the canyon presently under Lake Powell). 
They have found the river from the confluence with the 
San Miguel to the state. line tn be ineligible, because af low 
water quality. This part i:reludes the Narrows, one m the 
most exciting rapids on the river, and the section of Mesa 
Canyon that features remnants of the "hanging flume ," 
part man 1890s placer m.ining projeet. The flume can be 
seen c~ high to the aheer canyon walla for several 
miles. The law does not spell out at what. point in time 
man's structures stopped being of historical interest and 
became intrusions. 

This segmentation makes it diffiCult to protect the 
river, as a dam built upstream affects the wholeri ver. and 
some of the segments under study are nat long enough by 
themselves to satisfy the length requirement c>fthe law 
(at least 25 miles). Hcwever, pollution, private holdings, 
and man-made intrusions such as roads might tend to 
endanger thew bole cla.ssifica tion if they were included in 
Lhe srudy. Congress intended exdusion of the Mc;,Phee 
Dam site and the desal inization project because public 
support for these projects is very strong in the area, and 
Colorado's oangressional :representatives reflect th1a feel-
ing. 

Besides providing irrigation water for 51,000 acres of 
ari.d farmland, the dam builders claim benefits to fish and 
wildlife below the propo!red McPhee dam in that the 
minimum flow of water will stabilize at from 50 to 78 
cubic feet pe-r sec::ond in at least four years out of five, 
instead of t.atally drying up as it now often does. The 
rafting season will still be short, may be even shorter, as it 
will be limited to days of heavy spring run-off, when 
overflow is let out of the dam. 

T.Qe study gz;oup has found Jocal sentiment to be 
strongly opposed to inclusion of the river in the national 
system.. According to Don Bock, BOR representative to 
the study group, much of the opposition is based on mis­
understanding. Looa1 residents fear inclusion will en­
dangerthe McPhee Dam project, will stop agriculture in 
the area, and will lead to wholesale condemnation of 
private lands, none of which will take place She McPhee 
Dam area is not even being eonsidered, and although 
scenic easements may be negotiated on a few acres (prob­
ably less than 100), mnstoftheprivate lands will remain 
private. 

The study group has until Jan. 3~ 1976, to make its 
report to Congress. A draft report on its recommendations • 
will be issued soon. 

. .. 

The rirveris calmn.ow inSDckrock Canyon, butifa turbulent history is 
reflected by tbe rock. 

waDs, rising 500 feet above the rivert characterize the Little Glen Canyon 
of the Dolores. 

Photos by David Sumner 
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by Lee Catterall 

TJuee railroad companies are -g a proposal in 
Congress that would allow them tO dominate the ~ 
industry in the West -not only the hauling of ooal, but 
the mining imelf. 

Coal companies are concerned about being locked out u 
massive coal-bearing areas if the railroads get their way. 
The railroads are the Union Pacific, Burlington Northern 
and Santa Fe. Together, they own more than 20 billion 
~ns in coal reserves. but a checkerboard pattern u fed.. 
eral and railroad ownership in those areas has kept them 
from mining tb e ooa.l. 

When the railroads first acquired their rights-of-way 
more than a century ago, the government also gave them 
land and mineral ownership in surrounding areas. The 
govern.ment retained ownership of every other square 
mile, creating a checkerboard pattern. of railroad and 
federaJ ownership in strips up to SO miles wide. 

b'snot economical to mine a square mile of coa1 without 
being ~;~ble to expand. Raiboa.ds are not allowed to lease 
federal ooal, so have not been able tAJ mine much of the 
coa1 they own. Coal companies have beenabletominetbe 
checkerboard by leasing the fedem 1 coa1 and buying 
squares of coal reserves from the railroads. 

The Senate has approved a bill to revise the 
government's leasing laws thal indudes allowmg mil­
road companies tn lease federal coal. Amongotherthings. 
the bill also would require a lease-holder to mine the coal 
or give up its lease 

Those h\.'0 ingredients, coal industry spokesmen com­
plain, would effectively lock coal companies out of the 
checkerboard. 

If a coal company wouJd ]ease a federal block in the 
checkerboard, it would need to get at the aqjoining rail­
road reserves to put together a "'logical mining unit."' If 
the railroad would refuse to sell, the coal company 
coukin't mine. If it couldn't. mine, it would lose the lease. 
The railroad would be able then to bid on the lease under 
th.e government's "competitive bidding" system against 
anybodY foolish enough to bid against it. 

Defenders of the proposal argue the Interstate Com­
me.rc:e.Ad.forbidsrailroadsfrom hauling coal they own or 
mi.ne, so they wouldn't be ab1e to capitalize on mining the 
coal. However. the courts have interpreted the law to 
allow them to sell it at the mine mouth and then haul it. 

Asked about the proposal and ira ramifications, mil­
road spokesmen and the proposa1's apoDSCR" in the House 
of Representatives- New Mexico Demoaat Harold 
Runnels- run for cover. 

In an interview at one of the Capitol press 1"00Dl1l, this 
calumn asked R1lllAels if his prowsal would not allow 
railroads to freeze coal companies out of the checker­
board, and ifit would not be economically smart for the 
raihoads to do just that. Runnels became exasperated and 
bolted from the interview. shouting as be left that we 
could hear his views when the House Interior Committee 
considers the prGpOSal. 

orwe're not a coal company," insisted Lloyd Duxbury of 
Burli:ngton Northern. "W~re a Tailroad. We don't mine 
coal., However, Duxbury has lobbied fur the proposal 
because. he said, energy companies shouldn't have a 
"monopolY' on ooal. "'They don't want competition," be 
complained 

Quiet as its advocates have been, the proposal bas 
gathered opposition in the Bouse a.s it has in past years, If 
it is defeated in' the House, tbe issue will arise again in a 
joint confereru:e of Senat:ors and Ccmgressmen who will 
meet to work out diffe~nces in the mineral )easing bill. 

MOVING??? :Be sure to send us 
your old address and your new one 
so we can find you in our files. Sec· 
ond class mail, such as the HIGH 
COUNTRY NEWS, is destroyed un­
less you make special arrangements 
with the Post Office to pay forward· 
ing postage. 

CoJatri.p UDit 1 and the eonstrueticm workers' housiDg faeilities in Molda.D& 'l1le state ill in tbe 
midst of bearings to decide whether or not to permit the conatruction of Units 3 and 4. W'ill the 
power eomplex meet air and water regulations? Is theN a need for the power to be produced! 
These are two of the main questiODS being asked by the state. Photo by Carol Harlow 

IDAHO TOO ATI'BACTIVE. Idaho Gov. Cecil D. An­
drus is urging the State Board of Health to adopt an 
amendmertt making it tougher to build a coal-fired power 
plant in the state. In a letter to each member of the board. 
Andrus said; "Our Western sister ;;tates have adopted 
emission standards that are tighter than EPA's (U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency's), making Idaho a 
singularly attractive site for coal burning." The amend­
ment proposed would require coal-fired plants to use the 
"best currently avail.s.ble control technology'' to regulate 
air pcl}lution if the technology would proJDOte "public 
health. safety, and welfare." 

EXXON COAL MINE DELAYED. Carter Oil Co .• an 
Exxon affiliate, has halted its development of a coal strip 
mine near Gillette, Wyo., awaiting 1he resolution of a 
Sierra Club suit against the Interior Department. The 
club called for a regional impact statement on coal de­
velopment in the Northern Plains and has received a 
favorable judgment attbe U.S. appeals court level. Carter 
PresidentC.E. Smith told the Casper Star-Tribune that 
"in this case.. the environmenta1 cause has gone far 
beyond what is reasonable, objective, or in the best in­
terests of the nation." Laney Hicb, North em Plains rep­
resentative m the Sierra Club, said, "fm a little tired of 
them (the Carter executives) sa~ they're going to be 
'God's gift to Wyoming!" Carter's "RawhHle" minewas to 
open in 1976 and prodw:e 12. million tons of coal per year 
by 1980. 

MONTANA SCRUTINIZES UTILITY PLANS. Six 
thousand six hundred pages of transcript later, Depart­
ment m fleuJtb hearings OD a $1 billion coal-fired power 
plant in southeastern Montana came to an end Sept.14. 
The close of hearings Dllll'ks only a first step in the stat.e's 
permit prooess, however. Now Jawre:rs promoting and 
protesting the five utilities' .reqlltl5t to build Colstrip 
Units 3 and 4 will prepare "f'mdings of fact" to be pre­
sented at a Board rL Hea1th meeting on Oct. 3. Next, the 
board will set a time for hearing fiDal oral arguments 
from both sides, probably sometime in mid-October. lithe 
OOa.rdgives a go-ahead, indicating thattbenewuni1B will 
meet Montana air and water quality standards, the 
utilities moe a roundcLDepartment of Natural Resouroes 
hearings. 

COAL TRANSPORT PROMOTERS. A Western Coal 
Transportation Association bas been formed in Denver 
~to promote the orderly and efficient development of new 
and established transportations systmns for western 
coal." Officers of the group include representatives of 
Amax Coa1 Co .• Mobil Oil Corp., and AIJ.antic Riehfield 
Co. For more information write Robert J.Steele, P.O. Box 
176, Denver, Co. 80202 or call (303) 534-7524. 

GARBAGE TO THE MOON? Requiring .,..,·"'"""''"• 
the best. available pollution control technology is 
ridiculous sa asking the U.S. to bundle up itBgar·~el 
send it to the moon just became it can be Bone, 
mining company official in Idaho. The staLteDJ.elll 

made at aBoard of Health and We 
proposed regulation drafted by the Idaho 
Health and Welfarewouldrequire coal-fired l'liNTPl'nllll 

to use "the best currently available c:onttol tecltmollogf1 
application of the latest t-echnology would ">-<>•"""noY 
reduce pollution. The board will rule on the ~ .. 6 ... a~ ..... 
a meeting in SeptEmber. 

CROWS SEEK CONTROL OF COAL The 
has filed suit 10 void agreements made with .all but 
tbe energy companies interested in coal on 
reservation. The swt seeks 10 void the leases---.. -·­
granted to Shell Oil, AMAX CoaL Gulf Oil. and 
Coal companies. Defendants are the Secretary ci 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whom the 
accuse of failing to protect the tribe's interests 
leases were negotiated. Only Westmoreland 
escaped mention in the suit, apparent1y ............... .. 
pany reeently renegotiated its lease with the 
higher royalty payments. The Crow's neighbon, 
Northern Cheyenne tribe. took a similar action in 
when they petitioned then-Secretary of Interior 
C.B. Morton to declare all ooal contracts an the 
tion to be invalid. Morton issued a neutral response. I 
couraging the tribe to test their claim in court. The 
has not taken that step yet 
SOLAR LlBRARY, SCHOOL. Two new solar 
projects have begunatinstituti~ns .in the West. The 
State University Library will be heated and cooled 
combination of ground water and solar panels. In 
orado, a new junior high school in Parker will 
series of 120 panels. each three feet wide and eight 
tan to provide solar beating. The architec:tural 
ing firm planning the school, Mo:re, Combs,. & 
the collectors will reduce the building's 
least .five per oent. 

SOUTH DAKOTA SOLAR FURNACES. 
Dakota's first solar energy company broke ground 
13. The Solar Star Corp. will produce sun-]XJ'Nered 
yard furnaces fur use in new or existing homes. 
nace idea was developed by Intemational"'ft''ft-··­
Corp. of Nederland, Colo. (see BCN 2-14-'75, p. HI. 
also bas a manufadmer and outlet in Denver, Cdo. 

Asketchoftbe cypeofsolarfurnace which wiD 
sold through a new outlet in South Dakota. 

ALUMIMJN COUECTORS 
ABSORB • CONVERT AND 

EMIT USABLE HEAT 
ENERGY 



lnterior's coal 
A final impact statement on federal ooal leasing has 

rompanies grumbling and at. least one environ­
group ready to sue. The statement, which was 

in mid-September by theintericr l)epartment. 
first step toward the resumption of leasing on the 

-ning half of federal mal lands in the West... 

.rm.gy rompanies are upset because Interior is re­
~eldtmg a tougher leasing policy in the· statement. 

half oc federal ~ lands; which still contain 16 
tons u reawetable reserves. have .already been 
In the future in~rior says the department "will 

...__7"' excessive reserve holding by requiring dilig­
!lldevelopulell:t Sildby charging advance royalties." The 
i ... tme1nt also says it Win issue additional leases ac-

Colo., Mont. offer 
home insulation 

(Second of a series 
on home insulation) 

~ the thermal U.Sulation in your home iS an 
ny to· save energy and money. But it"s not alway;s 

rome up with the initial investment ca. pi tal to pay 
A utility in Colorado helps consumers finance 
by adding the cost to their monthly bill. In 

the government is financing winterizing homes 
Jnr inrome home owners. 

A. REAL PUBLIC SERVICE 

LOW INCOME AID 

Dllring the next three months, the government will be 
the homes of low income families in three 

in Montana.. 
'lfit makes sense for the average taxpayer ro insulate 

homes in winter, then it makes sense to insulate 
rlthe people they (taxpayers) are already paying 

to;• says Mike Barton. assistant directo-r of Dis-
11 Human Resources CounciJ and director of the 

llllet;iling project. 
1heprogramisfunded through a $40,000 federal grant 

will be used primarily to buy materials. Tbirtee:n 
(Comprehensive Employment and bai.ning Act) 

will do the work. 
talking aboUt spending $40.000 to save $30,000 
,,. Barton told The Miasou.6an. "But that 

ia -a ~em thing. It'fJ save $30,000 again 
J'l!ll!'.~ 

1\eDistrict 11 H~ is h~ingtomsWa:te 250 homes in 
County,230 in Ravalli County. 8lld 100 in Min­

flll.tl.:owDty. To qualify, a low income person must own his 
and :receive incom.e below 125% of the federal 

level A family of two with an income of $4,263 a 
qualify, as would a family of four with an 

income. of $6,313. 
'We'•e gotten calls asking 'why are you doing this fcrr 

people - haven't we done enough for them a1-
'1 says Barton. 'We teU them fuel is &finite quan­
eitber this err subsidize fuel bills (for persons on 

says many elderly .,.,-relfare recipients in :ruml 
pay 60f;f of l.heir income from November to 

heating lhcir: homes; 

plans attacked 
cording to a oomprehensive plan only when and where 
there is a need for the coaL 

According tD aNew York Times aoo:ru.nt., theN atura.l 
Resources Defense Council fee!s a lawsuit over the In­
terior document iB "likely - almost certain." The group 
claims that Interior has not shown tbat more federal coal 
leasing is neressary: According to U.S, Geological Survey 
estima~ij, the life rf already coibmittro federal coal re­
serves is 540 years at 1975 rates of p.rodnction and 118 
years at rates projected for the year 2000, NRDC says., 
The environmental group also accuses Interior of "trying 
to short-circuit'" public participation in a major policy 
decision. 

When the draft statement on ooa.lleasing was issued in 
May rL l!J.74. it drew harsh criticism from the public. "A 
revised dmft, with anotbet cycle of public OOIDIDent, was 
widely expected," according to the New York Times. 
During his brief term as Interior Secretary Stanley K. 
Hathaway made the decision to ignore suggestions about 
a second draft and ordered preparation fl the lmal state­
ment. whic.b precludes any more input from the public. 

Certain adverse impacts of increased ooal mining are 
outlined in thestat.elnent. '-'Occasional situations~ in 
which the natura.leoological ba:laru:e is damaged beyond 
rep air by coal mining ... the statement lJOints out. It also 
says that water supplies could be reiuced. water quality 
could be impai:red,vegetation could be lost for hundreds: of 
_years (particularly in arid regions), and endangered 
.species oo1ifd be lost to the area. 
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LEASING BILL EMERGING. Interior Committee 
final action on amendments to the Coal LeaSing Act (HR 
6721) is exped:ed this week. Three controvers.ial amend­
ments haye been offered: 1) Rep. John Melcher's 
(D-Mont.l plan to add the provisions in the vetoed ~trip 
m:ini.ng bill, 21 Rep. Teno Roncalio's {D-Wyo.) plan to 
increase the percentage of the lease royalties to be given 
to states from 37.5% to 60%. and 3) Rep. Harold Runnel'a• 
(D-N .M.) plan to allow railroads to compete for federal 
00&1 leases (see Reclooning, page 10). 

1 INDEPENDENCE AT ANY COST. '&esjdent Gerald 
R Ford sayshewiU askCeDgfeSSfor$100billiontocreate 
a nevv Energy Jnde::pendence Authority. The EIA, origi­
nally proposed by Vice President Nelson .Rockefeller, 
would "work through -not in place of- American in­
dustry" to achieve self-sufficiency by 1985. Goals for the 
EIA are: eJectri:city from CQal, nuclear, and geothermal 
sources; technaiogical support of nuclear development; 
technological support of nuclear development: technolog­
ical support to "produce or tmnsport. American energy." 

UTJLITY ADS RESTRICTED. Connecticut is the first 
state·to p888 legislation restri,oting advertising by utility 
companies, acoording to Just Economics. The law fur­
bidS' utilities from chargi:Qg customers for' three soits of 
ads: politica J - influencing public opinion on controver-· 
sial issues such as nuclear power, institutional -image 
building or goodwill ads; promotional- encouraging use 
of a service or a product )ike air am.ditioning. Under the 
law customers wiU continue to pa,y for ads of public be­
ne(it- conservation tips. "emergency notioe.s, and rate 
schedules. 

ARABS AFTER THE SUN. TOO. Saudi Arabia, the 
richest Middle Eastern oiJ state. is seriously considering a 
major program of 90lar development, according to The 
Wodd Watch Institute. There ts talk of'Saudi Arabia 
beComing the fust 8olar economy and of using solar power 
to make the desert bloom, as well as to help other Third 
World countries. Many mthesepoorernationslie near the 
equatDr. where there iS a greater solar potential than in 
the more industrial countries. 

BHLS DON'T MIX WITH PR. A public utilities com­
m.ission.inCaliforniaruled inJunethatpohtica.lmailings 
muat be excluded from regular bill mailings by utilities. 
Several California citizens had filed the complaints 
against the Pacific Gas and Electric Company and South­
ern California Edison when the companies included mat­
erial ~posing an initiative measure to control shoreline 
developmenL 'lhe oommission said that "mclw:lingpoliti­
cal material along with such mailings . . .· confers an 
economic benefit. upon tfle utility and its sbs:mholdeis .•. 
n is improper for a utilitY to charge politiCal. activity 
directly or indirectly to its· ratepayers," aceordmg to a 
report in The Power Line, a publication of the Envi:ro.n­
mental Action Foundation. 

MIXER MAKERS TO SHAPE UP. ~r-manufactur­
em 1M household appl.ianoes. have voluntarily agreed to· 
reduce energy conswnption rL new applimnces by an av­
erage 20% by 1980. aa::ording'to the Department fL Com­
mei'Ce. The House Commerce Committee hu approved au 

• omnibus energy bill that includes_a provision which 
woulc:l require appHcanoem.an.ufact.urers to improve by an 
average 25% by 1'980 or fp.oe mandatory standards. 

BREAK UP BIG OIL. Four Sena,te Democrats have 
prq:MJsed legislation to break up tbe monopoly power of 
the largest U.S. oil companies. Sens, Phillip Hart (Mich.), 
Gaylord Nelson lWis.). Gary Hart (Colo.J, and James 
Abourezk (S.D.l want to outlaw major oil o ~as com­
panies from engaging in_ more than one ata.,"l: t •·" proces­
sing such as production, refining, tr.anspott.ab.on, and 
marketing. They say thepresentsJtuati.on isnotcampeti­
tive and is driving up pnoes. The oil romp ani say frag­
menfing their operatioru wou1d mean high e,. 

• 
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Western sacrifice not necessary, expert says 

Eastern low sulfur coal supply plentiful 
by Nomtan Kilpamck 

A general theme one gem from reading High Count~"! 
News and from numerous statements by those promoting' 
Wes:tern coal~ is that since littJ.e or no low sulfur coal 
exists in the eastern United States, the Northern Great 
Plains, in the national interest, must prepare to become a 
national sacrifice area for coal, uranium, and gasification 
development. Otherwise, so the "'pitch• goes, the citizens 
of our great eastern cities must choke on the sulfur of 
eastern coal or sell our nation's foreign policy out to the 
fellows in Arabia. Efforts to :restrict or control western 
energy development, therefore, are painted as selfish, 
unpatriotic. or regional chauvini9m. 

m non-coking coals, including the sub-bituminous coals of 
the Northern Great Plains. 'Ibis latter announoem.ent 
was made in early 1975 by U.S. ~1. Inland Steel, FMC 
Corporation, and others. Thus, it is clear that the need for 
certain high quality Appalachian mal for steel making 
will decline, even if steel production goes up! This could be 
very serious for West Virginia and its neighbors, if mid­
western utilities convert to western coal 

To further support the argument, I cite Howard 
Blauvelt, of Continental Oil (Consolidation Coal) who 
said in June that Consd had reserves of metallurgical 
coaJ able to, .. sustain current rates of production for about 
200 years." At the same time Bethlehem Steel recently 
published a booklet about coal that pointed out it sells a 
fair amount of its coal production to electric companies, 
and early in 197 4 an announcement was made that U.S. 

Steel Company would be opening a three ......... v .. .., 

year coal mine in Pennsylvania for exclusive 
a Canadian utility. Thus, even when coal in the 
owned by a steel company, iti.s by no means 
to a power plant, under certain conditions and 
sort of contract. 

Norman Kilpatrick is direcror of the Surface 
Research Library (Box 5024, Charleston, W. Va. 
which was founded in 1971 by a grant from 
tion Foundation. The library provides infiom18ti11111,ll 
in contact with coal activities in all parts of the 
and does consulting work. Kilpatrick is also 
sultant to the West Virginia legislature. In 
these duties he has promised to write an occa.sill-. 
umn for High Country News. Next: "How 
ers seem to see the rise of western coal." 

Together with this appro~ goes a hard attack on the 
quality of the coal found in Appalachia. Such coal is either 
ignored or alighted. For example. the two-volume '1Jraft 
Environmental Impact Statement Proposed Federal Coal 
Leasing Program" mentioned low sulfur eastern coaJ 

once: "The supply of low..csulfur coa1 in the East is li· ·----------­mited. .. IULLETift BOARD----
The Mitze Corporation did a study for the U.S. En­

vironment.aJ Protection Agency, which projects huge "de­
ficits" of' low sulfur coal in the future in states like Vir­
ginia, Kentuclty, and Ohio, partly by using a companion 
argument: "Since coking coal used for metallurgical 
(metal-making) purposes cannot be replaced by other 
coals, coking coals were exclnded from the data." 

Now a case surely can be made for energy development 
in the West and the Northern Great Plains, but it is not 
true that this case can be supported by the claim that 
large amounts of low sulfur coal are not available to 
eastern utili ties at a reasonable price. lf you want to be a 
sacrifice area, all right, but be sure you understand it is a 
voluntary sacrifice, not something that Nature or the · 
Arabs forced on you. 

The U.S. Bureau of Mines estimated in 1965 that 
Alabama, Eastern Kentucky, West Virginia, and Vir­
ginia, alone had around 79 billion (yes billion) tons of 
high Btu coal with 1% or less sulfur oontent. The West 
Vu-gin.ia Department of Mines estimated, in 1974, that 
that state had "recoverable reserves" of over 57 billion 
to.ns of coal, and the West Virginia Geological and 
Economic Survey states tbataround40% of this coal has a 
sulfur content of' 1% or less. 

Not only is our high heat value Appalachian coal plen­
tiful; much of it is clean. Clean Air Act regulations tie the 
sulfur released by bumingcoal to its heat value_ Thus, an 
Appalachian coal with a sulfur content ofO. 7% is equal to 
a North Dakota lignite with a sulfur content of0.35%, if 
the Appalaehian ooaJ has a Btu content of 13,000 per 
pound and the lignite 6,500 Btu per pound. 

Well, what then of the claim that most such .. good" 
Appalachian coal is needed to help make our steel? First, 
you have to look at the sheer s:ize of the Appalachian low 

If you want to be a sacrifice area, 
all right, but be sure you understand 
it is a voluntary sacrifice, not some­
thing nature or the Arabs forced on 
you. 

IMP ACT PANEL AT CASPER 
A panel discussion on ''Preplanning for Social and 

Economic Impacts ofEnergy Development" will be held at 
the Ramada Inn in Casper, Wyo .• on Oct. 4 from 9 a.m. 
until 11:30 a.m. Panelists will include the mayor of 
Casper, Wyo.., State Senatcr Maloolm Wallop, Bro~e 
Beaird of AtlanticRicbfleld. and Lynn Dickey of the Pow­
der River Basin Resource CounciL The meeting is spon­
SOI'edbytheRockyMountainCenterontheEnvironment. 

PIPE LINE WA TS LINE 
Need to know something about the Panhandle Eastern 

Pipe Line Company's proposed coal gasification plant 
near Douglas., Wyo.? You can call the company's regional 
headquarters in Casper any time of day, toll free: 
1-800-442-6910. 

WYOMING WATER LAW 
A publication called "Wyoming Water and Irrigation 

Laws" is available now from the Wyoming State Engineer 
for $2. The booklet covers surface and ground water and 
the statutes :relating to appropriation and use of water 
from these sources. To get a copy write the State 
Engineer's Office, State Office Building East, Cheyenne, 
Wyo. 82002. 

FIND FACTS BY COMPUTER 
Energy information served up by computer is available 

through a joint project of the Old West Regional Collllllis­
sion and Surface Environment and Mining (SEAM). 
Quarterly Reports will list current offerings of research in 
the project's data file. Questions such as "What projects 
deal with Indian lands in relation to energy develop­
ment?" or " What research is being done on the 
socioeconomic impact of energy development in North 
Dakota?" can be ansv.'ered in a matter of minutes by a 
computer search. say project spokesmen. For more infor­
mation amtact Beth Givens, Old West Regional Commis­
sion, Fntt Building, Suite 306A, Billings, Mont. 59101, 
or call (4061 245-6711 ext. 6665. 

ENERGY-MINERAlS CONFERENCE 
The U.S. Bureau of Land Management is 

"Rocky MolDltain Energy-Minerals Confereia" 
15-16 in Billings, Mont. Speakers will discuss the 
lems encountered in developing minerals and 
public lands. Speakers include: Curl Berklund. 
BLM; Thomas L. Judge, governor of Montana; 
Bagge, president of the National Coal Assnciatim; 
Carlson, assistant secretary of Interior; Dr. Elvis J. 
president of National Audubon Society; andKei 
vice-president of Shell Oil Company. There is no 
tion fee.lfyou plan to attend write Edwin 
director of BLM, P.O. Box 30157, Billings, Mont. 

COMPOST 
Copies of "Proceedings of the 1975 Compostin& 

Waste Recycling Conference" are $1 from Camplllll 
ence. Emmaus, Pa. 18049. 

PHOTO SERVICE 
The National Audubon Society and PhotoRe!;eu!lll 

Inc., have combined their services fur providing 
bJ:stary photographs for textbooks, encyclopedias, 
strips. and other educational use. They 
duction rights for a selection of close to half a 
black-and-white and more than 200,000 color 
graphs of birds, animals, plants. geology, 
habitats, nature activities. and environmental 
Headquarters fur the combined service is at PbLU 
searchers, 60 E. 56th St., New York. N.Y. 

PLANNING THE HUNT 
EATING THE BOUNTY 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department has 
lished a book entitled Et:Qoy Your Game Meat 
contains information on handling game meat 
trophies, tanmng hides, freezing, smoking, and 
making pemmican and jerky, and cooking 
game, small game, upland game, waterfowl, and 
all included. 

Here's what the book recommends for pre'pmjngjedl 
DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS "Stripthemeatofall fat Meatcan be cut into 

sulfur reserves. With America oow using only between Two books on the transfer of development rights as a must follow the grainline of the meat to avoid 
land use planning too) are now available: 1) too dry and cnsp' The best way to i'-n th 500 to 550 million tons of coal per year, Appalachia obvi- · 1.uuow e 

ously could supply the nation with even 8 greatly in- Transferable Development Rights. published by by finding the layers of muscle and pulling it 
creased amount of coal, by its.elf. through the year 2000. American Society of' Planning Officials, Reports No. 304, the fingers making strips an inch wide and eight 
This would not be wise, but it could be ........nb}e. 1313 E. 60th St., Chicago, lll 60637, $6, and 2) The inches long . 

.r--· Puerto Rico Plan. Environmental Protection ,... th trip f t tting '----~ In Second, you must undel"Stand that good coking proper- uay e s B o mea on a cu uua.n.a. a 
ties are not directly connected with low sulfur-low ash Through Development Rights 'l'ransfer • published by pepper shaker combine one--fourth salt to tnree-1011111 
content. (Also, some sulfur and most ash can be removed the Urban Land Institute, 1200 18th St., NW, W ashin,g- powdered barbecue seasoning and a dash m curry 

ton D.C. 20036,$6 for members, $8 for nonmembers. Sprinklestri -r t both 'de U ode from· eastem coal by common "cleaning" techniques). -. psUlmea on SJI s. seawo n 
Thus, coal with sulfur contents above 1% are used in steel and pound seasonings into the meat turning it 
making in areas such 88 Indiana, illinois, and Pen:nsyl- RANGE REPORT times during the pounding process. This heljls to 
vania. Four Utah scientists say they have developed a method the seasoning for a more unifonn flavor. 

Third. coal with properties that make it e.xcellent for to predict how a depleted range will respond to restora- "Preheat overt{) 150 degrees F . Lay seasoned 
steel J]Ul}ring are found in many parts of the nation. This tion. They have just published the results of a five-year meat on an oven rack with a drip pan below to 

includes the bituminousfieldsd'Coloradoand Utah, New study on vegetation growth on 21 sites in central Utah. To cripp:ings. Leave the meat in the even for eight 
Mexico and Oklahoma, and Arkansas and Alabama, Ken- obtain a copy of the 24-page report. "Site Productivity Strips of meat should be leather-like, but ~-..u,...,., 
tucky and Pennsylvania. 85 well as in Virginia and West Classification for Selected Species on Winter Big Game like leather." 
Virginia. Ranges of Utah, .. write to the Intermountain Forest and To buy a copy send $2 to the State of Wyon:Ung, 

Fourt;b, and possibly most important. the great steel Range Experiment Station. 507 25th St .• Ogden, Utah ing Game and Fish Department, Special ~ilicliti!ll 

companies havedevelopedmethods for making"coke" out ••
8440
-•
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Western ltcundu 
Cyanide collars, M-44 guns released 
The Environmental Protection Agency this month approved the use of sodium 

tymide in cartridges {M-448)' and sheep .ooJlaxs to oontrol predators. The poison collar 
JIIFalllis a one year experiment in13 ''''estern states. designed m test the effectiveness 
itbe oo.;oe which releases a lethal doseofpoison into any predator grabbing a oollared 
llleep by the neck. The M-44 is a spring-loaded cyanide capsule that is plared in the 
piQIId and halted. When an animal tugs on the bait, the lethal poison. is discharged into 
ilmooth. EPA Administmtor Russell Train said he relea:.sed the previously banned 

gun "because of substantial new evidence on. the safety and selectivity oftbe M-44 
IQII'esltricltiarLS surrounding its use." M-44 u.se will be restricted to U .S. Fish and 

Service or state age.ncy pen;onnel until private persons have been trained. 
.............. be used where livestock 1osses to predators are occurring or " rru;iy reasona: 

expected to occur;" Sheepmen call the EPA decision "no big deal" and are seeking 
o£ a stronger poison -IDSO. Several oonservat.ion organizations have called 

decision an "outrage." 

Colorado timber plans appealed 
Claiming that the Forest Service is only payn.g lip service tJo the principles of 

~and the National Environmental PoJicy Act, three en'oTironmental groups 
filed appeals on the timber management plans of four Colorado national forests. 

'lilt plans project timber cutting and road construction for the next 10 years in the 
Arlpaho, Routt, Rio Grande, and Grand Mesa-Uncompahgre National Forests. "'f 

plans for increased timber production are implemented, wildliie., fish, water, 
· wilderness resources will all be sacrificed," stated Jerry Mallett, coer-
for Wilderness Resouroes Instttute (WRI), one of the appellanta. Filing with 

are Colorado Open Space Council Wilderness Workshop and the University of 
Wilderness StudyGnup. Ted Tomas~ oo-directoc of the Wilderness Workshop 

\AAJIVo'"w.lll''""' up-the problem as one in which ''the Forest Service is doing things 
lilcllW81rds. Rather than evaluating their land by units for aU potential resoUJ."1CeS, they 

make a tim~ plan and decide their cuts, then they go back and plan othelr usee 
lllllilld the cuts." 

Pryor wild horse range expanded 
The Pryor Mountain Wild BoiSe Range will be expanded to include about 3.000 new 

adjarent JandB. The expansion will allow the~ to increase from 125 head to 
140. The original range is a 32.000 acre federal reserve established in 1968 on the 

,.ltana-VIlvamilm border. New additions include 2,360 acres on Crooked Creek in 
,. 1u,WJ.U~;, and the 560-acre Mystic area along the top of 8,822-foot East Pryor Moun-

in Montana. All new lands are under thejurisdiction of the Bureau of Land 
.._ment. as is the original range. 

ENERGY FIRST, GRAZING SECOND 
'1\e Bureau or La:nd Management's first priority is energy and second is 
IP«. ll~&t;iODJBl BLM Director Curt Berkland told the nationaiBLM advisory 

Elko, Nev. Kay Wilkes, BLM Division of'Range chief., told the board 135 
acres of federal grazing lands are in unsatisfactory condition and CUl'-

management programs are ineffective. acconling to an As~iated Press 
"In the past 40 years our management and development efforts in 

, ... Df!l'lttionl111ith the livestock industry have Slowed the rate of decline in :range 
have not stabilized or improved it to an acceptable level," Wilkes 

l\1Ikea said 19% of the lands are improving, 85% are static, and. 16% are 
61e&Ding. "Only Z1 million acres are reported in satisfactory comlition," he 
llld. 

McKinley may be renamed Denali 
Tbe U.S. Board on Geographic Names is considering changing the name of North 

America's h~t mountain from Mount McKinley back to i ts original n81)le, Denali 
111eA1aska State Legislature and the Wilderness Socie~ h ave urged the name change. 
?Iasldent William McKinley had no relevant association with the Alas-kan peak. 

an Indisn word meaning "the great one'' or "the most high." Comments on the 
change may be sent to U.S. Board on Gel:graphic Names, Reston, Va. 22092. 

PARK PLAN ASKS 91% WD..DERNESS 
Most ofBock;y Mountain Na1iona1 Park in Colorado should be preserved as 

wilderness and private concessions should be phased out. the National Park 
Service has ~ncluded in a final environmental impact staiement. Under the 
new plan, 91% of the park's 239,835 acres would be designated wilderness:. A key 
goal is eventnaDy to close down most ofthepriv:ate co~ ions inside the park 
and encourage their re-establishment outside on private lands. Plans call for 
keeping the Hidden Valley ski area inside the park until another ski area is built 
in tbatpadoftbe sblte. No new campgrounds will bebullt,althongh there wilJ 
be added picnic areas to encourage day use. Park officials are also investigat­
ing establishing separate trails for horse users and hikers to reduce conflict. 

P'hoto ofBockyMountainNational Park courtesy of the NationalParkSer· 
vice. 

Subdivision invades grizzly country 
A new subdivision will invade grizzly country on the southern edge of Glacier 

..National Park. The 143 acres to be divided into two and three acre lots has already been 
given preliminary approval by the Flathead County commissioners. The Mjuqulian 
reporls that the state sanitary engineeris expected to give final approval to the project 
very soon. Dt. Charles Jonkel, an expert on grizzJ i es, predicts thai the subdivision will 
"be nothing but oontinuai problems if it is approved. "Their d'evelopment ... sh ould be 
acquired, just bought by a state or federal agency as griztJy bear habi ta ~" Jonkel told 
Tbe Missoutian. 

More worries over Rocky Arsenal 
Nerve gas isn't the only dangerous substance stored at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal 

near Denver, Sen. Gary Hart (D-Colo.) has revealed Hydra:zi:ne- a flammable sub­
stance which can calii.Se death if it is breathed. swallowed, or touches the skin -and a 
family of pesticides called ganophospha.tes are also of ooncern. 

The danger posed by the d.ead]y substances is aggravated by their proximity to 
Stapleton International Airport. They are stored in railroad cars a half-mile north of 
the main runway. 

Because of public and political pressure in 1973 the Anny began deta:tifyjng nerve 
gas bomhsstoredattbearsenal While attention has been foeu.sedon the nerve gas, the 
Army "has quietly oontinu.ed to store and handle snme of the most tnxic and hazardous 
81,1hs:tances used by man," Hart clhlma "''f the poison gas is an unaooeptable risk at the 
arsenal, then these othet toxic substances are also unacceptable risks." 

Acool'ding to The Denver Post, the new almmander at the arsenal said he was 
su:rpriaedbyBart'sremarks.He said that although hydrazinewas used as a rocket fuel. 
be didn•t consider it ad!mgerous substanre. He also said that facta about the pesticides, 
which are manufactured at the arsenal. "are well known." 

Western updpte ... 
The SKl YELLOWSTONE draft environmental impactstatementbas.beendelayed 

and sbouid be released by January 1976. Ski YeUowstone is a planned winter sports 
resort on Hebgen Lake in Montana grizzly bear habitat (see HCN. Mar 23, 19'15, page 
1). 

GULF OIL CO. has agreed to pay the Bureau of Land Management $7,000 for 
damage done to the historic South Pass-Point d' Rocks stage trail in southwestern 
Wyoming .. The BLM had originally requested $17,500 plus 11estoration Q('the three and 
one-half miles af damaged trail (see HCN, Aug. 29. 1976, page 13). 

BUNKER HlLL CO. says it will spend from $5 million to $10 million to build twin 
72Ii-foot .smoke staclts fur i ta lead and rinc smelters at Kellogg, Idaho. to meet federal 
air standards . .Environmental gt'Oups in Idaho and Montana oppose the plan, saying it 
will just oontaminate a wider area. High levels oflead in Kellogg residents have been a 
major cause for concern {swe HCN. Fed. 28i 197a, page 13). 
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Books 
Voices from the 

Mountains 
CoD.ected and recorded by Gui and Candy 
Carawan. ·Alfred A. Koopf, New Yoi""k. 1975. 

Review by Lynne Ba.ma 
This is a. book about Appala~ the region that 

stretches as plateau, Great Valley, and highland from 
West Virginia and southeast Ohio to northern Georgia. 
Its authom, Guy and Candy Carawan, have collected and 
recorded the words, songs, and pictures of both its in­
habitants, especiallr those involved rn union and com­
munity organizing, and those outsiders who have become 
involved with them. 

Contrary to popular belief, the forew~:rd notes, Ap­
palachia is oo 1onger an area where the Hatfield.s and 
Mce(,ys live mueh as they did lOO,Years ago, but "a higllly 
industrialized segment of the larger American ec:onomy." 
Voices is the story of the course of that industrialization 
and "the attempt by mountain people t:D retain the 
human.i.stie elements of the old culture and at the same 
time to adapt: t4> the pressures and demand'! of a tech­
nological eo,ciety ." 

The first interview .is with Everette Tharp, a mountain 
man born in 1899, who saw the coming of the railroads 
change his way aflife forever:. It is foJlowed by the words of 
a. teacher who c:am.e to the region in 1926: 

" ... the best homea were usually~ older log OOUBes, 
and around these log houses were many pleasant things 
including much that was beautiful; for those who like 
open fires, hounds. children, human talk and song instead 
fL'IV and radio. the wisdom of the old who had seen all of 
life from birth to death,. nDne of it hidden behlnd insti tu­
tional walls, there was a richne:;s of human life and dig­
nity seldom found in the United States today ... " 

'Th.~ next chapter, ''They Can't Put It BaCk," deals with 
the impact of strip mining- the broad-form deed which 
gave coal companies the right to destroy the owner's sur­
face in pursuit ofhis minerals: 

"'n eighteen and eighty my folks were rejoicing 
They'd sold the mineral rights on the :limn 
For twenty-five cents an acre they sold them 
My folks didn't know they wou.Jd do any harm." 

The effects af TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority) 
policies to help deveJop the technique of strip mining as a 
sourre of cheap coal {only 10% of its electric power now 
comes from hydro faci.Uties) and the desperate efforts of 
the inhabitants to protect. tbemseJves against this form of 
~ are allio·discussed. 

The nat~~ inb'oduoed is that of people leaving the 
mountaw 'tO 'look for jobs: 

"I'm wo~~ in a. factory and thinking haw it feels 
To be bri~g home good money like my Daddy never 

seen 
But a feeling follows afteT me like a hound dog at my 

heels 
'Cauae I ~ that Til never see. my mountain home 

again." '> , ' I 

This ia ~~by a chapter ~dt th~ War on Poverty, 
iD whid:l ~ J:e9t of the nation tried to do something for 
what one ~le:sman here describes as the •cdoniaJ pos-­
session of ~ baaed industry ... Perhaps illustrative 
of the pa~ national attitude is the following ad 
that appe~in '!be New Republict= -

"An $18ta&y; vacaticm in Ming.d:~ounty, West Vir­
ginia-~d of the .Hatfield& and MeCo)'a. See and learn 
fi.rtrthand tlie.'Jm?blems ~the poor' by living with a moun­
tain ~1· .&come involved in ~alachian culture. 
Idesl for tbe.i.nteDect who wishes l.o· Jearn. .. 

Thesecondb8Jfdf'thebookdealswiththeooalindustry 
-early days in'~mines,cb.ild Jaboi;.and working condi-
tions: 0 

I , • ' 

"'Ridin' o~ a ' lizard in the thirty-inch coa] 
See the t:a9le ~·. watch the tittle wheels roll 
Now Lord have mel"tl)' 4>n a miner's souJ 
Dawn o~ yOUr lmees in the thirty-inch coal" 

' 
I 

.AF. New York times columnist Ben A. Flanklin notes, 
I 

more than 120,000 men have died violently in coal mines 
in the past 100 years, and the "'natw:a.l" death rate for 
miners aged. 60-64 is eight times that of workers in any 
other industrial occupation. 

Then comes thefigbt for unions, the eventual failure of 
those unions to pro~ miners, the Black Lung movement 
and, finally, United Mine Workers reform. 

The cumula~ve impact of Voices from the Moun­
tains isoverwbelming songs, wonls, andfacesreinforc­
ing one another in a counterpoint of human despair and 
courage. 

Perhaps the 1D05t disturbing aspect, tmugh, for a resi­
dent of the Northern Great Plaim area, is tb.efeeling you 
gilt, reading through this book, that you have beard some 
of these things before: 

•Strip mining, while it is going ~n, looks like the devil. 
but ... .. if you look at what these mountains were dojng 

Photo by Kr:is MendenbaD from VOICES 
FROM THE MOUNTAINS. 

before this stripping, they were jl,lSt growing trees that 
were not even being harvested." 

-Chairman of the Board of TV A 
"Fortunately, the prime mineral areas fL the state are 

not in recreatinn areas. Wrth few- exceptions they are in 
thearidareasofthestatewhereitdoesnot.inmyopin.iOB, 
create any environmental hazards." 

-former Wyoming Governor Stanley K. Hathaway 

* * * '1 have seen it in print and I have beard it directly from 
strip operators that the mountains must be ruined for the 
benefit of what they call 'the rest of the nation' ... " 

-Warren Wrigbt 
Appalachian regional activist 

"The investment mtens or hundreds of billions of dol­
lars in resoun:e development will bring many changes$ 
including permanent jobs, factories, homes, and busines­
seS to areas of the Northern Plains which have long been 
DefU}y uninhabited. __ _If the changes involved would 
prove of vast beoefit to the entire nation, then the na­
tional welfare should be the overriding and primary 
goal." -U.S. Department cL the' Interior . .. .. 

"The growing power of the federa1 government com­
bined with the ruthless pmctices rL the coat textile, and 
timber industries bas, in recent ye81"8, raised the specter 
cL a.b:uge industrial park ar 'hillbilly' reservation extend­
ing thr4>nghout Appalachia, peopled only by a few 
maintenan.c:e workers and ruled by federal or corporate 
maD:agers •.. ,, 

· -Foreword of Voices from the Mou.utaius 
"We Bl1! a good deal in the same position es•the Sioux 

Indians,. the only dilference is. that I hope we will not be 

relentlessly pushed out of the Wlf3 and that we 
perhaps, a better and mare favorable reservation. • 

-William 
Wyoming state J"P..n'l"eSOIINiill 

• • • 
It is of course impossible to say how rnnnnSIII"Sihlift 

situation in. Appalachia is, or could be, to 
Northern Plains. Many differences are u· nmledJ,atellyllll 
ou.s. But Voices from the Mountains raises. at the 
least, aome major questions. 

Will eoa1 development bring prosperity ro the 
Plains? And, even ifndoes, how long will it last, 
will happen to our econo~y ·here when it is gone? 

According to Voices, un1em]plo;ymenl~ in-Ap]paiJWI.iM 
e:rages 30% higher than in the rest of the country. 
wealth is also concentrated in the hands of a few 
nine per cent of the population earned more than 
in 1970." 

Should the Northern Plains be anxious to "'catdl 
with the rest of indnstrial.. urban 'America? 

Mike Smathers, a native m Big Lick. Tenn.. says 
"I used to think that what was needed was to 

mountain people into the 'economic maimrt.tea.: 
thought it wuuld be possible to do this and still 
some of the t>Ositive, humanizing qualities of 
cultures. I no lange-rthink that this .is either 
desirable. Our challenge is not to join maiin$.1111 
America_ I tis to recreate a reile"'"ledandauttten:til: 
what the mountains have always been ... the 
have offerOO. an alternative to mainstream America.' 

Further, what will the development of a western 
indUBtry do to Appalachia- will it benefit one 
while removing yet more jobs from another, 
economic trouble? 

If Appalacll.ia iathefust "saaificearea," 
some have thought, to become the second. where 
process stop? Will it be only when the sacrifice 
become larger than the ''rest of the nation" that we 
pause to consider the wisdom of our energy pol.iciel 
lack of them)?' 

Many people in the Northern Plains srem to 
Appalachia will not he repeated here.. After all, 
we learned from theii mistakes? Perhaps, but in 
words of Tom Gish. editor of the Whitesburg, 
Mountain Eagle: 

'We need to be skeptical, ro be suspicno.w;, to 
million questions, and to demand answers of all 
would come to save us. no matter what cloak they 
Had we asked the right questions and insisted upon 
rightanswersattheright time, we might na,reb.eeDlSPI 

from a TV A that devastates an entire region for its 
coal; from a CorpsofEngineers 
build dams: . _ We might even have been saved from 
own foUyin turningoverthegreatest wea1thin the 
to a few moneymen from the outside who wanted 
minerals. 

"'We don't need any new ideology forced upon U&. 

just need help in seeing and understanding all the 
natives. Give us all the facts- and I mean all of 
and we will make the right decisions." 

Northern Plains people have begun to.demand 
to some of the questions about ooal development 
importance and necessity of their efforts cannot be 
rated. 

Voices from the Mountains shouJd be required 
ing for anyone within 100 miles of the Fort Union 
deposit. The song from which its title is taken ....... - ..... 
been written for us: 

"You'd better listen when they talk about strip IDi..niJ11 
Gonna tum the rollin' bills to acid clay. 
If you're preadlln.• all about that silver lining, 
You'll be talltin~ till the hill9. are stripped away ... 

t 

"You'd better listen to the voices from the mclllllt;u.JI 
Tryi.n' to U!ll you what you just might need to know ... • 

Lynne Bama is a pni'essional pbotogx-apher and 
- and a frequent rontrihuter to High Country 
She lives in Wapiti, Wyo. 

- The cumulative impact of Voices from the Mountains is over­
whelming - . songs, words, and faces reinforcing one another in a 
counterpoint of human despair and courage. 



Roncalio loses Hells Canyon dams appeal 
by Lee Catterall 

lip. Teno Roncalio•s .. one last appeal" for allowing dam 
•rudinn on a 100-mile stretch of the S.DBke River 
111M"~ JLilWrwlmc;J Oregon appeal'S doomed, ending a l.Qng 

Senate already has unanmfous1y okayed a bill to 
a Hells Canyon Na tiona! Recreation Area where 

forms the boundary ofthetwo states. The 
Committee also gave its blessing 1ast week 

Bllllilar proposal and sent it to the full HollSe for 

1bl! bill wou1d protect more than a 1,000 square mile 
the Snake River to rontinue flowing free, and 

the land l.n.side its mile-steep canyons- n~ly half 
entire area -into a wilderness area. 

Bells Canyon is known not only as the deepest gorge in 
!lta1ntm.en.t but as a potential source of hydroelectric 

and irrigation water. 
IDntalio bas opposed the bill becausei t would not aJlow 

Noxthwest Power Co. to build what Roncalio de­
as "two relative]y snuill dams" on. that stretch of 

ri\'f!l. That is· a ,.substantial rompromise"' from what. 
companies once sought, he said. 

Hr told fellQw Interior Committee members the bHl 
forever'' the possibility (I( providing nearly three 

thba lls ahead ? 

nver conservation 
ry may close 

natiooally-known award-winning oonserva­
may be closed as pa:rl; r£ a city-wide budget. 

progmm. Edl Miller. chaimum of the Denver Lili-
\>UIIIllllltil!luw said the city would postpone closing the 

IM!Irvatlion fiect:ion until Dec. 31 in hopes that concerned 
could be ab1e to ntise enough money privately ta 

tile operation next year. 
Dmver's oonserva tion library is one of tWG such special 

--""'• according to the Denver Post. The other is in 
~!IIJ!Ollis and is EmlSller than Denver's. The conserva­

ibmry was founded in 1960 and has grown to be one 
1101'Itfs best repositories €If writings on oonserva-
1968 the library won the American Motors CorpG-
Comervation Award. 

llllfficient moneyiBn't raised, the collection will either 
into mothballs" or integrated into the library's 

lllrdiepBitment3,library director Henry Shearouse told 

million kilowatts of electricity and of irrigating as much 
as t:hree million ac:res of surrounding desert farm land 

The tv.-o dams, he said, would provide as much electric­
ity annually as would 12 million barrels of oil or four 
million tans rL coat 

However, .conservationists vigorously defen~ what 
they regard as "one of the most oubrtanding areas in the 
whole North American continent." 

Rep. Roy Taylor (D-N.C.) said damming it would be 
''annparable to placing dams in the Gmnd Canyon." 

Rep. Lloyd Meeds (D-W asb.l pounced onRoncalio's con­
tentian that it "waives forever" the building of dams. 

"lfwe build two dams on that river, that decision is 
forever," Meeds said!. "If we make the decision he C&n­
calio) wants us to make, we can never undo it." 

An attempt b.y Rep. Steven Symms (R-Idahol to reject 
the bill failed by a vote of6 to24. Roncalio's amendment to 
aJlow oonstrw:tion Qf the dams failed 10 to 26 in the 
committee. Later, Symms was able to postpone a fina1 
committee vote on the bill by noting a quorum of the 
committee was not present. 

Doe$ the environment in this issue win over energy? 
Conservationists s~ yes, but Bonca1io disagrees. While 
criticizing the "'canoers andkayak boys" forwanting more 
"white water" than they need, RoncaJio argued that 
power not generated from hydro--electric power plants in 
that area afthecountry might logieally come instead from 
Wyoming's strip mined coal. 

Most environmentalists disagree. They say damming 
Bells Canyon or burning Wyoming coal is "not an either­
or choice." Not building dams in the canyon, they say. 
would. mean burning coal from an average of 33 acres in 
Wyoming annually. 

(Editors' note: ThefinalHOw;e Interior Committee vote to 
save Hells Canyon was 32-4. Reps. Steve Symms 
(R-:Jdaho), Harold John&on (D.Calif.}, Sam Steiger 
CR-Ariz.), and Virginia Smith {R-Neb.) voted against. the 
bill. Roncalio voted for the biB, but said he might offer his 
"oompromise" amendm,ent. allowing two dams in the 
area, on the Bouse floor.) 
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Eavesdropper 
environmental news from around the world 

LOONEY LIMERICKS 

by Zane E. CoJogy 

TVA's haunted by a Mountain Eagle 
(The paper that $!:poses all that's evil). 

So TV A fiee;~ to the West, 
Saying coal here i.s best 

Knowing predator:. control here is legal. 

EPA £AN BAN? The Environmental Protection Agency 
plans to require pa:t·ment of deposits on soft drink and 
beer containers sold on federal property. rux:ording to Tbe 
Washington Post. EPA caJc.ulates the move will oover 
two to four per cent of the national sales of such bever­
ages. The Commerce Department denies that EPA has 
the authority to impose such a ban on throwaways. 

SIERRA CLUB LIMITS INVESTMENTS. Reru:ting to 
the disclosu:re by the Los Angeles Times that environ­
mental groups have been investing in major companies 
that pollute. the Siena Club has decided to restrict such 
investment in the future. The ~Jub has ordered the sale of 
remaining investments in unacceptable corpomtions "as 
soon as can be done prudently, keeping Joss to a 
minimum." 

LAND USE BILL ALIVE . .. Although proposed federal 
land use legislation has been killed on the Hou.se side of 
C<lngress, Sen. Henry M. Jaclcson m-W ash.l has decided 
to go ahead in October with Senate Interior Committee 
consideration of the land use measure he sponSQI'S," says 
Land Use Planning Reports. Jackson's bill contains a 
Jengthy energy mci lities planning sectioiL 

PESTICIDE PERMITS. Legislation allowing the Sec­
retary of · Agriculture tn veto any action taken by the 
EnvironmentaJ Priltection Agency prvhibiting the use of 
certain pesticides was defeated in the House Agriculture 
Committee. A compl"<<Dlise proposal requiring EPA to ob­
tain and publish the Secretary's views was adopted. 

lMPACT STATEMENTS FOR SUBDIVISIONS. A 
CoJorado group has filed suit against the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development charging that. en­
vironmental impact sta~m.entB should be required from 
developers of subdivisions prior tc selling lots. Large de-. 
velopments invoh,ing interstate oommeroo now must flle 
papers designed to prevent fraud. The group. Colorado 
Public Interest Research Groap, Inc. (COPIRG), says 
those :registration papers ahou:ld a!'so include a full dis­
closure of the~de,.•elopment's impacts. Environmental 
conditions such as a propensity fur mudslides:, potential 
for air poUution. and threats to wildlife would have «a 
substantial effect on a potential buy.er•s purchase deci­
sion," COPmG charges. 

ORGAN1C FARMING SAVES DOLLARS. 
Preliminary research :results indicate that a test group of 
organic farmers who used no inorganic fertilizers or 
synthetic peBticides made as much money last year as did 
a oomparable group of conventional farmers who used 
those chemicals. The stu,dy was organized by Dr. Barry 
Commoner, di:rector of the Center for the Biology of 
Natural Systems at Washington University. The organic 
farms in the study produced crops with an s.,; lower mar­
ket va1ure tban the conventional fallll8. But tbeir costs 

• were ooly 19% of the value of their produd.ion compared 
to 27% for the others. So the organic farms made as much 
profit as the wnventional, according to the New York 
1imes story_ 

FIRE HAZARD. Vehicles equipped withcatalyt.•c oon­
verters "constitute a serious tire risk . _ . to fares "uels" 
~_to the vehicle and oooupants if engines are rru lfunc­
tionmg. according to a new (lJ'eliminary Forest. Service 
report quoted in the Mis.soulian. Forest Service -t'iicials 
plan no ('national-level action or changes in p<11.c1 as a 
result of the findings." They say properly fur,.·.Jl)ning 
catalytic oonverters nave only slightly higher a·,Prage 
exhaust .system temperatures.'' 
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Mou·ntain-loving lawyer lobbies for Sierrans 
attached to th eu version of the coal leasing bill. The 
interested in bargaining with the Adlminis:l:raltion." 
makes reclamation rules which v."Ould apply to 

Like me.ny conservationists, Brock Evans' ronvirlions 
were born in the back country. Later when those beliefs 
led him toward polities, he follov."'ed, reluctantly. He left 
his home near the mountains in Seattle, Wash.. to bead to 
Sierra Club's lobbying effort in Washington, D.C. Now to 
his awn surprise, be finds he's fuscinated by ''the interp! 
lay of people and faces and power" there. 

'"Evans admits, sitting in a tiny book-strewn office with 
a map ofWashingto.n state covering one wall, that politics 
in the capitol can. be almcst as engaging as the glacier 
country at home. Hisresponsibilitics include lobbying on 
22 critical conservation issues, inducting strip mining, oil 
shale, nuclear power, energy conservation, and wilder­
ness. 

He bas a staff of four, a budget of about $1,50,000, and 
some vital help from other coDBel'Va tion organizations. 

Raised in Ohio, Evans decided to make his home-in the 
West after a summer vacation from law scboo1 spent 
working in Glacier Nationa1 Park. That summer about 14 
years .ago is still vivid in his JOin d. He hopped on a train in 
Minneapolis and rode 1,000 miles across the prairie -
farther than he'd ever gone in one direction before. When 
he firSt gota glimpse oftheRockies, he thought they must 
be clouds. 

"I just oouldn't betieve anything was so magnificent. 
The instant 1 stepped rif the train 1 knew I couldn't live 
anywhere else. When it came time to leave law school, it 
was only a question of where in the West I was going to 
live," Evans says. , 

He chose Seattle and be practiced Jaw there for four 
years. 

"But the main thing I was there for was the moun-
tains," he says.. 

Now considered an expert. on forestry issues. Evans 
says the first tjme he came upon a large clearcut be 
thought, "They can't do that. This is a national forest. 
This 1s public land." 

From the moment he lost his innocence about timber­
ing, Evans says he wanted to fighL But even W1tb his 
legal backgnn,md. he didn't know bow. Discovering the 
Nonh Cascade Cortservabon Council was what eventu-
ally set him on fire . 

"I thoughL. if someone else is going to fight. not be 
afraidaf'thego\•ernment, th enmaybeyoucanbeatthem." 
. he says. 

That was the beginniJig of Evans' all..out commitment 
to conservation. VtT_hen he wasn't working, he was eating, 
breathing, and sleeping conservation. Eventnally the 
Sierra Club offered him the position of Northwest rep­
resentative. ''Why not. get paid to crusade?" he said He 
still oan't quite believe that his job so neatly matches his 
mterests. 

While in the Northwest, he was able to ''bore in" on 
forestry 1s.sues, becoming the environmental 
community's expert.. Although he's not so able to 
speciafu.e now, he recommends that path to other conser­
vationists. 

"It's amazing to me bow much one person can do around 
here if they really want t.o," Evans says. 

He says Louise Dunlap, who heads the EnvironmentaJ 
Policy Center's Coalition Against Strip Mining, is a good 
example ohhe power of concentration. She's an expert_ 
He also trades information with specialists in Audubon, 
Friends of the Earth, and the Wilderness Society. 

There are tfolo games played in W e:shington, Evans 
explain.s, money and votes. Since the Sierra Club doesn't 
have any money- their entire budget is equal to a single 
oil company lobbyist's salary - they try to wield votes. 
And that kind of power, if properly mobilized, can be 
every bit as influential as money, Evans betieves.. 

"Mail gets read.. Mail from the consti tuency is very 
imporlant," be says. 

On some issues, letters win conservation battles.. Con­
...ersely, "That's what killed the land use bill- all the 

tbecompositionofthe Interior Committee, which does not 
reflect tbe composition of Congress, Evana says. Many of 
its members are from rural western or sout.bern areas. 

"Weare not strong in those places. We are strong in the 
urban areas,." Evans says. "And 1,000 letters from New 
York City won't mean as much to Teno Roncalio (D-Wyo.J 
as two lett.ers from Casper (Wyo.;. We just have to look at 
the rural areas and see how we can do better." 

lands only_ 
.. We were glad to see strip mining regulations 

eralland - but t.hafs the easiest thing to get," 
says. "The hardest thing is to regulate whal .. "~"-'""" 
on private lands." 
- If the bill regulating federal lands passes. be'a 
that will make it harder to get regulatinns for 

Evans says he still bas some hope fOl" the passage of 
good strip mining legislation this year. "But rm not at all 
says. "We let that bill ("Vetoed by the President) get as 
weak as we could let it become."" 

Thus, he cannQtsupport the rider which the Senate has 

Conservation 
portrait 

Brock Evans 

near Friends, 
About a year ago a Casper, Wyo., businessman came to 

HCN to ask if we knew why the Tennessee Valley Au­
thority might have an office in Wyoming. He questioned 
bow - and why - a federal agenc}' ~lJth the special 
powers and financial advantages that it enjoys could be 
C(IIDmg so far from its manda~ Jurisaiction to compete 
with prtvate industry for .such a :valuable resource & 

uraniUill-
His question led to this week·s cover story. As we soon 

learned, the agency b e questioned from a pnvat.e 
businessman's viewpoint also turns out to be high]y ques­
tionable from a humanistic as well as an environmental 
perspective_ It also should make us think twice before we 
glibly advocate nationalizing utilities. 

TV A is a story that points clearly to bow interrelated 
the human cause and t.he environmental cause usuallv 
are. For as TV A moves west, it robs jobs from the people~ 
the Appalachian coal mines. The people of Appalacbm 
have never had an easy life, as Lynne Bama's r-eview of 
Voices from the Mountains (see page 14) points out. 

But just. bec.ause deep mining has in the past meant 
lives full of hardship, it doem't have to- if TVA and 
others in the business accept some of their SIOCial respon­
sibilities. Thus when we protest the focus on western strip 
mining

1 
we are not taking a position which endangers 

Appalachian miners' safety. Instead, we are supporting 
them in maintaining the economic base of their region. 

As Nonn Kilpatrick points out in his stca-Y on eastern 
coal (see page 12). the coal is there in sufficient supply. He 
insists that we don't have to feel that we are being un­
realistically chauvinistic and uncaring about national 
power needs either. "If y~;>u want to be a national sacrifice 
area, aU right, but be sure you understand it is a volun­
tary sacrifice -not something Nature or the Arabs forced 
on you." Kilpatrick says. 

Headen! will be glad to kn.ow that the long awaited 
magazine, The Best of Tom Bell's High Countz'y 
News. is finally completed and is now being trimmed and 
stapled Those of you who have ordered months ago will be 
receiving your copies soon. For new readers, this 
magazine contains a selection of articles from the past six 

lands. 
Be looks favorably upon a rider attached to 

leasing bill in the House, which includes rules ior 
federal and private lands. 

Other important issues are coming up in l_;0:112!t!SSI!II 

Evans warns w~rners. A few are the Arctic 
pipeline, with proposed routes through ejther 
C llJl8,Cla, the Hells Canyon Preservation Act, ,..,,u "''v­
of the 1872 mining Jaw. He bas given up on~"'. ><><WUA• 

land use legislation during this session of Con:gl'ef& 
Eva.m> still marvels that it is his job tn ... ,...,ln•·" tlh..,,..,. 

other issues of importance to the West. 'lt's fantastic, 
says. "getting to do something you like." 

The politics of natu~ resource issues have 
mind and his heart for a couple of years now. While 
feeling lasts, he's willing to forgo the mountains 
glaciers for the struggles at the Capitol. 

year history af HCN including secti ons on nUn_A ... 

energy, fossil fuels, Jand use, wildlife, and people 
high country There is also a special section on the 
of the paper. te-lling bow Tom got involved. about 
"miracle" in March, 1973. when the readers 58:\'ed 

paper from going under; and hm~Tom left. the paper 
reSt. oflhe staff when he moved on to Oregon. 

We ~"'uld like to supply copies to subscribers bUI 
charge $1.50 eaeh to help cover pnntJDg costs.lf.you 
a copy for your own reference or have a friend you 
like to introduce to the paper, this might be the ws:y • 

-the 

A Spec1al Ed'l""' at Tam Bell$ 
$130 

Sigh Country Rews 

negative mail coming in.." Evans ~ys. 
One roadblock tD the Siena Club's lobbying .success is -----------------------------------------...j 

!n lews 
TV A moves west Kaiparowits hearings States help insulate 
uranium reSQurces attractive. 1 big plant, big controversy. 7 government. utility recognize 

The Meaning of TV A move Dolores awaits fate Mountain Voices 
whaL Westerners should watch for. 5 wild and sceruc, officially? 8 a message for the West. 


