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Agr8ssroots movement is takiag place in this country
which bodes well for a democratic formof government in
the bicentennial year. It is especially noteworthy in the
hinterlands, and in those snulll towns across the land.
People are discovering they do have an influence on

government. They find that the common interests of the .
land.itself can pull them together in common cause.
Wyoming is a goed exampleofwhat has taken place in

just oneyears time. The real threats to away oflife that is
unique became apparent in the 1974 Legialature. Sud-
denly, massive indUstrialization m a hitherto rural soci-
ety became imminent. The alarm was sounded.
Large companies within huge industries have a built-in

. advantage over the general society in which they exist:
They have specific interests andeommon goals always in
sight. And they have tremendous resources of money and
manpower at band to realize those interests and goals.
Thus, they not only have well·paid, well-trained lob-

byists at work, but they can Send the company presidents
and lesser minions to do their bidding. They exert a con-
stant pressure against state officials from the congres-
sional delegation, through the governor and legislators,
to the bureaucracy mgovernment itself. And the pressure
doesn't end there. It is telt in chambers of commerce, the
local Kiwanis and Lions Clubs, and even in city hall.
The citizen-at-Iarge is amember ofan amorphous mass

of society. having many individual interests and only a
few'common goals. In order to mobilize citizens, you have
to show them that there are specific, common interests
threaded through their individual interests.
. But they are still drastically limited in what they can
do.There is no readily available poolof money and man-
power to throw' into a given situation. They have no

_ trained lawyers' retained to give them counsel and no
boardofdirectors to give themdirection. They are mostly
peopledoing their own thing and wanting to be left alone
to pursue that thing.
M88Bive~industrialization means many more people

and threats to c1~n air, clean usable water, and a useof
land incompatible with existing lifestyles. .
'Tli~'ii'ormalciiizeii'f'inds Iiiinself'confiised;-bewiidered
and a little frightened ofthe prospect. He seemingly has
nO p~Ce io' tUM\. . .
The Wyoming Citizens' Lobby was a joint effort put

together to work with legislators and the public in the
1975Legislature. Itwas organized and mostly staffed by
citizens' organizations: the Wyoming Outdoor Council,
the Powder River Basin ResourceCouncil, and the Sierra
Club. The first was.organized in 1967 to deal with a
number of existing and imminent environmental prob-
lems in Wyoming as a whole. It is broad-based and acts
somewhat as a coordinator for other outdoor and en-
vironmental groups. PRRRCwas organized by residents
m northeastern Wyoming in'response to the threat of
large-seale strip mining-and-power plant siting in the ,.,.STI\;;,

are~ese two groups acted as the ":talyst foran effort ===Letters ============== ?;~:Irv~..
which brought amazing results. Citizen.. of Wyoming had 't ~9 i ~
an outlet for their frustrations, and they responded. e.C .
Thetwogroups mounted a mass'iveeffort to institutei!, -

-Wyominga coal "export only"Policy.(Their slogan, "Say TABLE SCRAPS OF WILDERNESS - . the human population lives within nature and the
Goodby to 'Coal, Not Wyoming.")With the help of the wilderness unit is ecologically viable from the
. Northern Rockies ActionGroup (a Montana·based,-non. Dear Editors,. . .staJ:tdpoint of sustaining its small band of human -
'profit organization designed to assist other regional citi- Wilderness in Montana is nearly synonymous -occupants.
zen groups), a petition campaigo was researched, de- with austere mountain ranges, badlands, marshy, .. " We have long ago abandoned; thl' possibility-of
signed, pretested, produced, and funded in just aix days. or other areas long since-dismissed as having mar- living within nature _ our technological drive
(The Wyoming Legislaturewa8 due to convene in a mat- ginal economic utility. '!~uch the same can be said won't allow it. As a token of our past we preserve
terofdaya.) Some $2,300wasraised in 24 hourstofundan for the remaining prime wildlife habitat.) These only the uninhabitable cast-off vestiges or our wil-
advertising campaign. Just under 8,000people signed the isolated outposts ofwildness are mere table scraps, derness heritage, lands-that were probably scorned. .'-
petitioninsixdays.Over21>%mWyoming'saduitpopu. vest;aes· ofthesub-contm' entaIwildernessexplored b di t t <- I -thO h? Ftb' nl ek of -e even I your s an ances ....rs, s IS enoug. or
Iation had signed e petition after 0 y one we. by Lewis and Cllirlt. The more productive areas some, like Dr. Bradley, it is reassuring to know only.
~~ only" policywas killed in a 'Iegislative have been long since preempted by intensified ~- of the existence of a small piece of wilderness - a
committee. But the Citizen's Lobbywas instrumentsl in riculture; the thOUght·of, say, a Northern Great remote mountain lake. For others less fortunate,
getting through the Legislature a utility siting act,land Plains Grassland Wilderness, is absurd. Other po- living in distant cities and a day-to-day "wilder-
use legislation, an increase in the coal severance tax, tential wilderness options have been foreclosed by ness" of people and machines; just this knowledge
surface owner consent to strip mining, water use plan- the urbanization and industrialization of this tech- may have to be enough.
ning,andastrengtbeningmtbeEnvironmentalQuality nological age, _ Perhaps some day, out of necessity, our species
Act. Andthe Lobby was able to defeat an attempt by the Wilderness is our historical homeland, the birth- -willevolve to a point where vestiges ofwildernes'! or
electric pOwer.utilities to aui.pen\lnewsulfur dioxide reg· place of our species. Through the Pleistocene and even dim memories of their existence are no longer
nlations - some m the toughest in the country. until the first agricultural civ~lizations, it alone -required for our indi~dual sanity or social well.
Citizens can organize, petition, and rilake their pres- fostered development of an unusual animal with being. But ofone thing I am certain: if and when weencefeltin goveriune;'i whenthey really want to. Thanks

to small organized groupswhounselfishly dedicate their characterist!cs gener~l.l~ d~cribed asbhh~n, ·al, reach that point we wiJI be less human than we are
-'" rts tal ts d ·tizen be mobilizedto though at tunes exhibitIng mhuman e aViOrto· today. ' .
t:110 , en ,an resourceS,Cl scan th W'ld . till th h f Sincerelytskepsrtin the great decisions.It is a healthy movement ward. one ano er. I .erness IS s , e_ ome.o .' ,
and one in keep¥>g with j)ur Founding F!1thers' certampeopl~: the .J.!1dlSl)-~of the ~azon Basm; , Loren L. Bahls
phil'!I"'P.~!;~ ~_ " ~,~_~_,,--,. ~_.,:, ;~•• " _-~~~~~~~.?[.;~c;a.;~~':..'¥'!~'l!h~;Jnre!1C~~~, Jlelena; Mont.~:)-:' ~ _ ..,. ,." ,._ .._, ~~ ~ ~ ~..~ ;)-.;..
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WILDERNESS LAW DEMANDS MAINTENANCE ~

Dear Editors:
Public. Law 88-577 (The Wilderness Act) not only de-

fined wilderness but mandated that this definitionbe
maintained, ,
As. citizens, we are duty bound to obey the law, andthe .

Forest Service is in violation of the law if they do not
enforce it.
We were pleased to see the definition nf wilderness

printed on the frontpage (HCN July 18,1975). Would you
PLEASE print the portion of'the WildemessAct we have
enclosed?'
We feel that it is very important for the public to know

- that it was the purpose nfCongress to establish and main-
tain a PERMANENT Wilderness System, with a very
explicit mandate to the administering agencies to man-"
age these. areas. . ,
Our experience has taught us the need to quote BOTH

the definition and the mandate. The Wilderness Act is
meaningless otherwise.

. Sincerely,
Floyd and Irene Wilson .
Wilderness Education Foundation
Denver, Colo. :;.. .

(The excerpt f;';;m the Wilderness Act which the Wil-
sons refer to follows.)

'For this purpose there is hereby established a Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System to be composed of
federally owned areas designated by Congress as "wil-
derness areas," and these. shall be administered for the
use and enjoyment of the American people in such man-
ner as will leave them unimpaired for future use and
enjoyment as wilderness ... " and so 85 to provide for the
protection of these. areas, the preservation of their wil-
derness character, and for the gathering and dissemina-
tion of information regarding their use and enjoyment as
wilderness; lind no Federal l~nd8 shall lie designa}ed.as
"wilderness areas" except as provided for in this .t\ct or by
a subsequent Act.

GARIlISON MISSTATEMENT

Dear HCN:
The article appearing in your paper (July 4, 1975, p. 13)

concerning Garrison water rights is typical of the mis-
statements made by theComrnittee to Save North Dakota
and other opponents of the project.
Eight years ago the Bureau nf Reclamation obtained

water rights to 3,145,000 acre-feet of water annually for
the Garrison Diversion Unit.' Of this amount, 871,000
acre-feet will beused for' the first phase:This amount is
guaranteed tothe project and will be more than adequate
to take care of all of the functions of the Garrison Diver-
sion Unit including irrigation, municipal water supply,
lake restoration, and fish, and wildlife. This permit has
been on' tile at the North Dakota Water Commission for,
eight years. -
The point I made in the Associated Press article was

that the state of North Dakota did not automatically
receive the rights to all the Missouri River water because
they lost a half million acres when Garrison Dam was
built and calls attention to .the clamor for this Missouri
River water by interests downstream; and while the Gar-
~rison Div.ersion Uni t has a: permit to·protect our interests,
Nor;:h Dakotans better become wa.ter co\lSCiousand use
this' water or we will lose it.
To say thst I called for a JJ;loratorium on the project is

ridiculol!s, as I testified betor~ the Appropriations Sub-
Committee on Public Works last montb, I called for full
funding of the Garrison Diversion U,nit in ordertoproc.eed
full speed ahead with the project. .

, Sincerely,'
Homer M. Engelhorn, Manager
Garrison Diversion Conservancy- District

Revolution for survival
We are witnessing small, positive changes in the West.

Some are too minute to register on'conservationists' tally
of wins and losses. But taken together, encouraging and
potentially revolutionary.
The changes are people. People in government dedi-

cated to conservation. At the state and local levels in
Wyoming, Colorado; and Montana, for instance, we see
new faces that are actually old friends. We take their
presence in government as a healthy sign of the public's
increasing concern for natural things.
David Broder of the Washington Postsees similar

changes of a broader acsle:
"While the political cast of characters (on the federal

level) seems frozen where it was a quarter of a century
.ago, time has moved on and America has changed. New
. issues have emerged., old alliances have been broken, and
new coalitions are being-formed. There has been ajump in
voltage of local government and local politics that con-
trasts vividly with the stalemated atmosphere of .
Washington- during the past decade. The new face ,nf
AIpericsn politics if barely visible from Washington. At

i:~$5f£*t\tf_:~llj_I~L.~:. .iI.[I•••~
WOOD RIVER VALLEY

Editors:

Readingabout Meeteetse Preservation's struggle to save
the Absarokas and the Yellowstone ecosystem from open
pit mining and milling, watching ABC-TV filming scenes
along the Wood River, and looking at those magnificent
mountains and thinking about what's supposed to happen
to glorious northwestWY.oming, all kindnf It\sj>ired me to
updata'an old Weste$ favorite - "The Red River Val-
ley." It goes like this! ',.,. '.' ' -~

. -, To this valley they say you are coming,
. We shall miss our clear streams and bright skies.
For they say you are taking our mountains, and will leave
us an AMAX surprise.

Chorus:

Stop and think for awhile ere you strip us,
This great land you will never renew.
Da not ruin the Wood River Valley
For the people who love it so true.

-Now you claim that removing ilald.Moim~iI1·
Willao mtich towaidS-improvirig:bill- view;
But we think that your thoughtS have gOt twisted;
We like God's handiwork-why don't you?

Oh, your tailings will pour down the valley,
And they'll rise in a dump that's so high,
That.whenever your pipeline gets busted,
They will blow 'til they blot out the sky,

AmeiiaEarhart (') sure·~ouldii;t like it
Ranchers'and cowboys w~n't like it toO.
Some folks think. you'll make 'em richer,
'Til they flOd out ,the joke's not on you.

the local level, in city councils and mayors' offices, on
county boarcIa and in.state capitols, men and women are
malting decisions now who literally could not have been
imagined there a decade ago."
It's an age when some conservationists previously on

the outside of decision-making are bOeoming inside lead-
ers. They may find themselves in a no-man's-land They
will be criticized by their old friends and ignored by their
new colleagues. But we believe that the very forces which
brought them into govemment will bring them increas-
ing power and effectiveness in time.
Those nfus who still remain critics on the outside must

also prepare ourselves fur a new era. We can no longer say
the answers are easy, that decision-makers are blind We
have partially' succeeded in getting attention, in educat-
ing. Now ·we must help devise the complex strategies
which will preserve life on this earth. The answers are
difticnlt. Implementing them requires statesmanship.
We wish the insiders courage and patience. Together

we form the core of a very quiet, sensible revolutiOlHor
survival'. .. ---IN

So if you don't mind Mr. AMAX,
We would like you to go far away.
"Stop AMAXium Disaster" is our motto;
We will fight 'til you see it our way!

Sincerely,
William D.Lamdin
Meeteetse, Wyo.

e)Before her fiitaItlig.ht; A!OOIiaEarh;lrt arn.Dged for a
cabin' to be built on the Wood River, high in the AI>-
sarok8B, near the site- oriliepropo.,ed.,pen pit ooppermiDi
and mill.. .

THANKS FOR COVERAGE

Dear HCN:
Thanks for your mention of our battle over

transmission line routes in a recent issue 'or High
CountrY News.
Keep up the good work, I read your publication'

cover to cover and consider itabsolutely esseiltiaft:O;<
being well informed on what is current in the West:'
Thanks also for giving my name for the Hatha-

way petitions. I was able to get five of them fil led
(had to send for more).
I'll keep you posted aboutthe power line: Now, the

four cities, (Ft. Collins, Loveland, Longmont and
Estes Park) have dreams of their own nuclear plant
in the future!

, Sincerely,
Rusty Muller
Platte River Protective.Assoc.
Berthoud, Colo.,

, ,,: HIGH COUNTRY NIWS·~===;:======fI:
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I think it's great. I can't .say the
status quo is great. I don't want to
live in a place like Denver, but at
2,500 peopleWheatland can't supply
some of the services existing resi-·
dents want.,. -

Wheatland businessman

Wheatland. • •

TASK FORCE ACTION

city govenmiient, .CllUIlty-governmeJ!.t, schools, housing,
day care centers, transportalion, and airport.
InMarch 19'75, task force chairman John Allen told the

W)'ODlhIg RuralElectrieNII_ "1 feel the task force is
really working and is providing good local input into the
MBPP project. We are as far along as we can be a.t the
present time with the information and data available."

DISSENTERS

ORGANIZED RESISTANCE

WATER WAR
Up and down the Laramie River. water is every bit as

important toa fancher 8S his land. "What's waterworth?"
asks rancher and LRCC president TYler Dodge .. "Just
think about what you can'.t do without it." -
The LRCC members are afraid that there isn't enough

w,!,ter in the Laramie River for both existing agricultural

U.,.~T""U

- ricu1turalland.that.will 'be. inundated by Grayrocks Re-
servoir, and unappropriated spring runoff.
The Power plant will require 31,000 acre-feet. When

evaporation loss and percolation losSat the reservoir and
>water guaranteed to agricultural projeeta are added, Bob
Harman of the LRCC figures they will need at -least
76,694 acre-feet total. ,
The consortium is planning on hsving 66,454 acre-feet.

available from a stream that is "notoriously erratic in
flow," says Harman. Harman has checked the records at a
gauging station on the river and has found that for 18 out
of 34 years of records, the needed 66,454 acre-feet were
not in the river. In some years, Harman says, the flow has
been as low as 14,000 acre-feet, or less than one-fifth what
the companies plan on. That means, according to Har-
man, that in a dry year there wouldn't be enough water to
go around. _.
Power project officials have said that there's plenty of

water for both industry and agriculture in the region ..
But, the companies haven't just gone after the available
water - they have bought 'up agricultural rights and
threatened other agricultural users with a water shor-
tage.raccording to the LRCC.
"If all they wanted was the excess water, I don't think

we would have fought this plant," says Clayton Rietz.
"But they want to build a monstrosity in a dry region and
use all the water."
Forrest Kepler of J.T. Banner and Associates in

Laramie says a "reservoir operation study" his firm did
for Basin convinced him that the LRCC's fears of shor- .
tages are unfounded. The results of that study will be
published in an upcoming Environmental Impact State-
ment on the'plant; Kepler says.
"This difference of opinion over the availability of

water is the crux of the matter," says Pam Rich of the
Sierra Club's Northern Plains regional office. "If nothing
else, it points out the need for the state to do an indepen-
dent assessment of the situation." .

,
. SMALLER PIlANT - NO RESERVOIR

If the plant were 1,200 megawatts or smaller, a reser-
voir wouldn't be needed to supply the power plant's needs,
according to Paula Ward ofthe project's environmental
advisory group. But project planners remain committed
tothe larger 1,500 megawatt plant size. The reservoir
. would cover3,~O surface acres, much ofit'prime agricul-
''biral bottom lands. In addition, the'reservoit w~uld inun-
date historic homesteads andat least one family cemetery"-
dating back about 100 years.
Florance Daly says she and her husband didn't want to

sell their ranch and cemetery for a reservoir site, but they
were told their land would be condemned if they didn't.
After they sold, they found out that the power consortium
didn't have condemnation power after all.

FIGHTING WATER TRANSFERS

One of the first steps in the power companies' plan to
acquire water is to buy Boughton Ditch water on the
upper Laramie River. The consortium plans to change
this water from agricultural to industrial use, send it
down the Laramie River and catch it in Grayrocks Reser-
voir. The Boughton Ditch right amounts to about 4,000
acre-feet per year, according to Missouri Basin Power
Project engineers.
/ In order to change the use and thepointofdiversion, the
companies had.to go before the state Board of Control.
Those protesting the transfer before the board included

the Upper Larami~ River Water Users, the Middle
Laramie River Water Users, the Wheatland Irrigation
District, the Laramie River Water Users, Inc., and the
Albany County Commissioners.
. At the July hearings George Wilkinson, preaident of
the Middle Laramie Water Users, cited a Wyoming water

This differenceof opinionovertHe availability ofwater is the crux
of the matter. .-Pam Rich, Sierra Club

When the project was announced, the power consortium
pledged an "open planning process." In ·August 1974 a
Platte County Task Force was set up by ~e power com-
paniea and rounty lead..s to "cOllect information, conduct
studiell, establish needs, lind develop' guidelines for or- users and a '1,500 megawatt power plant. Once the plant
clerly growth and development oftbe area:' is built, in a water'short year the ranchers and farmers
John Allen, oWner of.a furniture store in Wheatland would prohablY'not have the water they need, according

and cbairman of the Wheatland P1snning Commission, .the the LRCC. Rather than face that situation in the
was named head of the task force. Russ Bovaird, the local future, the LRGC members are prepared to fight now.
representative for the power project, was niuned secret- "Itliink we're going to run out of water in the West.
ary. Bill Schott, a member of the area development staIf of before we run out of electricity," says Dodge.
Basin Electrie Power Cooperative, was designated task ,To service the Laramie River Station, the power C!>m-
force coordinator., panies plan to build a dam on the Laramie River down·
Power plant critics were noticeably absent from the stream from the power plant which would have a capacity

_task force. It was not until July 1975 that an opponent of of 100,000 acre-feet of water. To fill the reservoir. the
the pro,ject was asked to join. . consortium plans on a combination of wells, purchased
The task force established seven working commjttees:· upstream 'agpc~tll!1\l warter ~ightl!"n,' ghts frOm the ag-

. . ., \
. , , f • • ". , • ,., " .. I

While the consensus on the task force seems to be to
accept the power plant as a:good neighborand an inevita-
ble circumstance, a vocal group of ranchers and farmets
have set up their own task force, raised questions, and"
challenged the'''inevitable'' before it comestq pass.
The first challenge was at the atate Environmental

Quality Council's hearings on sulfur dioxide air pollution
regulations in December 1974. The electric utilities, in-
eluding the promoters of the Laramie River Station, were
strongly opposed to the regulations, claiming they were .
too stringent and would place a financial burden on the ..
consumers. A group of eight Whoa tland farmers and ran-
chers went to the hearings and said they were willing to
pay the added cost. They said that if they had to live with a
power plant, they wanted to minimize its pollution, which
might affect their health and their crops.
In the end, the state adopted the regulations. Subse-

quently., several utilities, Tri-State G and T included,
sued the state. The 'state is now trying to work out an
agreement with the protesting' utilities.
In June 1975 Basin Electric Co. petitioned the Depart-

ment of Environmental Quality for a 10 year variance of
the state's sulfur air quality regulation. Despite this re-

. quest.cthe plant's promoters continue to tell the public
-Bud Dower-_that thllY will meet or exceed all state and federal regula-

tions. _

One evening last winter seven or eight ranchers and
farmers met to talk ebout their problems concerning the
Laramie River Stat jon. The group had been'm,eeting sec-
retly, "because we knew once the word got out that it
would be harder to get information," said one of the men.

(continued from.page 1) But that evening the dissenters decided to organize, and
Denver, but at 2,500 people Wheatland can't supply some from that meeting the Laramie River Conservation
of t/1e "'ll"ViceS OlIis\i!tg residents want." .: . Council emerged.. ~.-~. ;'L;""i' i8<.. 'I·;......~·tO';W~e u;;,(il'th~e .r , • 'Tdda,Y-the'councii numbers 3tF35 families; Clayton
surethepo':er';l~t;;co~~'ir':thep~";g~oia'~';", k.'iZ. iu~li.a1eader-ortHe'organlzatloh -anif" rancher'weiit'of .
~s1fjil//'Iil:W'lirM'FJfrgw lft1al.lii.$f'iI\'liffai,· air 'Whelii1arld'lltongrtliei;lffiimie'Ri"er;'SllYs;' "Afew -mem-
pol'i"ti"j,,',;,gulatiotilin tile last year inakesthe power bers have gotten out and feathered their nests, butmost
plant's tate uncertain. have stuck it out." ,
Dower thinks it is unfair to have the Laramie River Joyce Nolan, another council member, says the LRCC

Station rome under the new plant siting law. has had trouble getting members because the business
"With the added delays, we don't know whether to build community in town is behind the power plant. Some ran-

or not, because we don't know if the plant will be turnedchers whose syropathies are' with the LRCC are afraid to
down by the Industrial Siting Council:' join. because each year they must borrow money-from the
Dower says Wheatland isn't in the same fix that Rock ' bank to run their operation and some bankers are propo-

Springs, Wyo .•was in when Pacific Power and Light and nents of the power plant: she says. ,
Idaho Power Company decided to build a power plant, and Most ofthe membersjoined reluctantly because they re
social chaos broke loose,"Baain gave us advance warning used to minding their own business. But this issue
-unlike at Rock Springa. For a different community that threatens their whole livelihood, so it seemed worth get-
haan't been told it will have a plant, the siting legislation ting involved.
wiD do some good. But BBsin came in and told us what "We're getting better every time we have a confronta-
they were going to do, and we tried to prepare, Now, with .tion,' says Linda Rietz, ''but I wish they'd just leave us
this new Il\gisla.tion, we don't know what to do." . alone. We don't want to become experts (at fighting power
Dower says most residents don't say they're eitherfor or plants). We just want to be ranchers." .

against the power plant; "they just want a yes or a· no.
Somebody baa to make the decision and get us out of this
uncertainty." Site preparation, originally planned for
this summer, baabeen postponed until th_espringofI976.
The delays may cause more social proble~ than the

legislation. was designed to prevent, Dower believes.
"Tbia is a good community, and we want to develop it

c.properly," he says.

law which says, "The change of use, or change in place of
use. may be.allowedprovided that the quantity of water
transferred by the granting of the permit shall not ... in
any manner injure other existing lawful appropriators."
. Wilkinson says injury will undoubtedly occur if the
power companies use the Laramie River to move the
Boughton Ditch water, because the river hasn't been car-
rying that much water. I~ury will result from "channel
damage to ranchers' ditches, diversion works, hay crops,
fencea (and), the incOnvenience of being un'able to Cross
the river at, times ... " he says.,
IThe power conSortium says it will not hurt the .ranchers
along the river_because it plans to llincre~ th-r flow in
". ..,

"
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the river on an average of April:.4%, May: 18%, andJune:
24%." The co~um aays these'ineeeases will not cause
overflow problems on the Laramie.
"Our primary concern is that we want to be certain if '

the petition is granted, that the quantity ofwater and rate
of diversion is equitable to all water users on the "river," .
says George Millet of the Upper Laramie River Water
Users.
The Board of Control has yet to rule on the matter.

Tyler Dodge ofthe LRCC feels that if the consortium can't
get the Boughton Ditch water, it may drop or reduce plans
for the Laramie River Station,
"If we don't win this one, we'll be fighting water trans-

fers until we have to pack up and leave," warns Clayton
Rreu. '

CORN CREEK CONNECTION

. Not all irrigators along the Laramie are fighting tile
. Laramie River Station, In fact, the Com Creek Aasocia-
'tio;' entered into an agreement with the power firms to
have 22,500 acre-feet of irrigation water stored for it in
Grayrocks. Reservoir.
The-pact appears to be mutually beneficial. Com Creek

had an earlier filing date on the Grayrocks dam site, and
the power companies needed to settle that matter. Also,
by entering into ajoint agricultural-industrial water pro-
ject with Corn Creek, the consortium became eligible for
low interest state Farm Loan Board money to fund dam
construction, In return, Corn Creek got a dam built right
where it wanted one in the first place, witho.ut a
prohibitively-expensive capital investment,
Com Creek needed this partnership with industry, par-

tially because the federaf'Bureau of Reclamation had
studied the project and found "the construction and opera-
tion of this plan to be infeasible," according to the Com
Creek Unit Concluding' Report, December 1974. In that
report BuRec estimated Com Creek's annual costs to be
three times its annual benefits.
. Com Creek is designed- to irrigate 15,000 acres of
rangeland inGoshen County, Wyo. If Grayr6cks Reser- .
voir is built, Com Creek will have no water storage prob-
lems.Irrigators will have to firid the cspital to pay for
pumping andspririklerirrigation systems,-however.1'hat
, ;rnay'tmlke the 'l".atet:,tooco~y for most farmers to put. on
the land. .
And Corn Creek can't use its water, the LaramieRiver

•.Station backers may find themselves heir to 22,500 acre-
.feet of much needed water.

COMMUNITY SPlJT

No one seems sure how the nunlber of supporters lines
upag~nst the number of opponents ofthe Laramie River
Station. One thing is rertain - the Missouri Baain Power'
• . t.

, .

FOURTIfGENERATIONWllEA1LANDRANCHERS. (Fromldt) Sarah, Cor)',Lar8T. lUldJlIIIIIe
RietZ. The Laramie Wverflowstbrougb the ranch that they and their par<mta, CJaytonlUld Linda,
. operate. The Rietzs believe that the Ransfer of water from Boughton Diteh to the MIseouri BasiD
Power P~oject will make It difficult for them to keep on ranching. .

PrJ!ec:!' ran into more 6pposition than '!Vasever antic!' lost re-election by a .111'0 five votes - 143 to 138;
pated.. Hard f\!C1ings.don't stop at the REA ...-tinghaIldl!or-
At .• rece,\~ Whe!lt!m'd ~ural Electric .¥sPc.ia'ion w!!y. Fjlr,!lOD"'. l;he daily lIl'g\\Dl8nta!'Ver t,he power pJIW

rneeting'- presumably a sp-ong\wldfoT,power plant ad- hlive:Ns\l1~ in i':iI.§~til\g'aM'isOlt.tilflL:"'o: "'.•0,.
vocate8- twopowerplantopponentarantbrtheboardof ". ,"J.~tocfcialhWP~~i!/,_l'fMa~
directors and tallied nesrly one-third of the total votes in even though it was more trouble than goingto ChejeiiDe
their wisuccessful attempts to unseat pro-power plant becauselfeltIowedthetowri80mathing,"oneopponentof
incumbents. thepla1>t aaid. "But now I won't ahop inmany of the ~
In April of. this year, a local developer who is not a here because I feel soma of the businessmen have bet-

memberofthe,REA circulated petitions torecaD the one rayed me,"
strong anti-power plant director on the REA board. Whan Bud Dower, a store owner and power plant booster ~ ,
the recal1 vote on Willard (Tony).Weber came up, he was "If there's one thing I fesl bad about, it'. in _ing tho
ousted by 20 votes - 187 to 167. Weber was then nom!· community split. rve lost more than a few friends over
nated to fill the post he had just been removed from and this.". .

cIiANGE~;'ARE AHEAD for the Lin-ainii River Valley near'WH ..'aUaJi'd, Wyo. "M1ssom'fBasii''Power}jrbl'1iClpla'riswbUifdll't,lillllliiegawlltt)i<J\ver0 ••
, \

plant nearby -a plant double the size of the Dave Johnston plant at Glenrock. Townspeople are anticipating about:!l,200 construction workers at peak.
.~
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-O-r~ianiza-fions,schools, and Girl 'Scouts take group
Six years ago, during an e@l"lyspring vacation, a friend

and I took a backpacking trip in the,Grand Canyon. After
thefiratday'sc:rOw~sonthecanyon'srimandbelowonthe
Bright Angel tnrll, we were delightsd to find that we had,
the inner canyon all to ourselvas. At least we oould hold
that illusion since we met only one oouple the second dsy
and a family of four the next. We fancied ourselves as
pioneers, or as mem6ers of Powell's party, mapping a new
frontier, as we trod the desert trail, seeing only an oeca-
. siona) ~eton whitening in the sun.
, Our illusions were shattered the fourth day when we,
started 'our ascent. and encountered a "huge" camping .
party, their blue and green tents covering the canyon'
plateau, Although there were probably not more than 30
.'campers - all backpackers, too - I remember feeling
bitblrly disappointed and resentful of their intrusion into
"our canyon," _
A rational response? Not really, especially in a Na-

tional Park, But acoording to attitude surveys of wilder-
ness users, the reaction is not uncommon in the wilder-
ness. Two-thirds of thosesurveyed said that "seeing a
large party (a dozen or more people from a club) reduces
the feeling that you're out in the wilderness." (from
George H. Stankey's Visitor Perception of Wilderness
Recreation CarrYing Capacity)
Stankey went further and asked the users about their

», 1!l'8!=UQnsto meeting lim groups of three if! the wilderness,
¥!SS#!"P.ared',tomeeting,one group of 30. More small
~,~gro.uJlS,were preferred. Consequently, he ooncluded that a
large party has an "extraordinarily detrimental effect
upon USer satisfaction" - that a large party is perceived
as something more than the simple sum of people in the
group. _
Stankey suggests three possible reasons 'why people

might resent large groups in the wilderness: 1) they think
such groups are inappropriate in a wilderness; 2) th'ey
recognize ecological damagecaused by such parties; and
3) they find that such groups contribute to the feelings of
crowding. .
In interviews with groups using the wilderness, rep-

31 'rellem'tJ.ti"'''''' 4.1>Id 'the· 'HCNi 'libw :tlleY' tty' t-b -a\lllid both
-. ecol~gi!?,1 damage and feeli'i'gs of crowdirig, Thl,y also
v!-l!'!P.IaiJ!<!'h~"they .tllillk 'it.is·jmportlll1t that they con-
tinoe taking groups intO the wilderness. Those inter-
viewed included the Wilderness Society, the Girl Scouts,
and the Nati onal Outdoor Leadersh ipSchool. The policies
adhered to by those interviewed are not necessarily the
same as others of the same profession or organization, but
their comments may give some indication of what could
be done or should, be done by others.

by Marjane Ambler

The coming of" th",170. marked.the turning point in
Wildern_, li!!"r.tJ.>1E1lac!«ioun"tryboom. John Hamren.
,~ntlY'~ddikctoronhe National Outdoor Leader-
sliip'School in Lander, Wyo., says that when t!>e school
took courses intoth'e Wind River Mountaina.in 1970, they
rarely saw any other people after they' got five mi les off
the road. Now that is-no longer true: the Winds are well-
known. Hamren admits that NOLS, based at the foot 01"
the Winds, is partially responsible for this boost in the
reputation of the ares forbsckp""king. But he 'dso credi Is
guidebooks, National Geographic articles; proximi~ to
the Tetons, aild the boom in climbing: . _
Reacting to this increased usage, Hamren says that

NOLS has reduced the number 'of peoPle they take into
the Winds, even though NOLS enrollment overall has
expanded considerably. NowNOLS courses go to less used
places in the Rockies and to such remote locations as
Africa, Baja California, and Alaska. "It's kind of like a
farmer rotatiI!!! his crops," f1amren says. "We can't bum
out the Winds." '
When they do go intothe Winds, NOLSliniits classes to

aI;>out 17 students with 3 instructors. They camp in areas
where no onealae wantsto camp - usually getting there
by bushwhacking rather than by trails- and diScourage
bright colors to lessen the ~visual poilution."

WINTER TRIPS AN ALTERNATIV)l:-
, .

The Wilderness Society also reOOgnizes that times are '
Changing - that sin ... more people are usilig the wilder-
ness, people have to US!' thewildernass in a way that won't
impair it, according 1n Clif Merritt, head of the Denver
field .mce. ' , - ,
,- Wilde.-.trlpa,b,a_aI'Ill$y ....beelhmi ... tl>grai partd
.' ..'..:'.~9 •.i·-;..~_..1. ~j ••_4.fi.>;,

Creating friends? Or just causing trouble?
'1

•
II,,

Many people think of excUrsions into the mountains as heing opportunities for solitudeand
quiet talk with one or two friendS around the campfire. On wilderness trips, this is especially
anticipated. However, use patterns are changing, and more and more groups are usi!1g.the
wilderness. The opportunity for solitude is diminishing in some of the areas, and the campfire
itself is becoming less 'acceptable there. Above, campers in Colorado.

the Wilderness Society program since the society believes
that getting more people acquainted with the wilderness
~ilI result in more wilderness -defenders. The Denver
regional office has.three employes in the trip department
and takes 100 trips eachyesr. The society contractswith
guides andoutfitterswhomust meet standards set by the
society.
_ Horseback trips,' one of the most criticized modes of
group travel, have been used most extensively by the
society in the past. To lessen their use, the society has
broadened ita prcigram to also include walking trips with
pack stock, backpacking, canoe and raft trips, and winter
trips. Merri tt points out that by providing skiing and
snowshoeing trips. the society is offering an alternative to
the more intensely used summer excursions.
To reduce the number of horses needed, and thusreduC!'

the imp""t on trails and on grazing areas, the Wilderness
Society pioneered in requiring outfitblrs to use dehyd-
rated and freeze dried foods, according to Merritt.

"We' feel that, horseback trips, if appropriablly co;,-
ducbld are a useful and desirable means of seeing and
~eqjoyi~gwilderness areas;" Merritt says. Horses allow
some people to beoome acquainbld with wilderness areas
who 'might otherwise· not be able to do so·and who might
join the ranks of the wilderness defenders. Merritt says
that vegetation, fragility of the 'ecosystem, and topog-
raphy are all taken into consideration when deciding
where t'! take horses.

, SETTING GROUP STANDARDS

Large groups of campers MV", the potential for a much
larger impact on such liictors as wildlife, sanitation, and
vegetation. Vet Hamren insists that a group of four cam-

\
pers that doesn't-follow good qmserva~~~~ p~~~iWsv.;i}l,

. 'I' .

leave more damage than a NOLS course' of 20. NOLS
instructors drill the students on strict conservation prac-
tices (see examples in Wilderness Conservation Code). To
a void undesirable impacts on wildlife or the natura 1envi-
ronment; NOLS. meets -with the Forest Service,the
Bureau of Land Management, and the Game and Fish.
The agencies recommend certain areas to go to and others
1to~avoid. For example,_ NOI8 won't be using o'ne area of'
the Winds during August because of mountain sheep
migration and won't-go into another area at all-because
the Forest Service says it is being overused. The Forest
Service sets a man-day limit for NOLS esch sesson, a
limit that Hamren considel"S"l8.ir to'NOLS and fair to the
public.
Merritt says the Wilderness Society tries to make sure

that good conservatiolJ practicas are followed on its trips
by setting high standards for guidas or outfitters and then
by sending a conservation director on most trips. The
cOnservation director informally teaChes the participants
about the natural festures oftheares and theirecolngical
relationships, as well as about heslth and safety practices
and how to use the wilderness. "Our trips adhere,to strict '
standards - we want' to set an example," Merritt says.
The Wilderness Society has its own printed guide to

-proper wilderness use, but it is filled larg.ly with health
and safety tips, including what clothing to bring,and what-
to do when lost. It includes a few tips designed to protect
the heslth of the wildemess resource, suCh as how to tie
horses, not to cut across trailsWit.ehbacks, instructions to ...-.
carry out litter and use detergenta far from water: How-
ever, the guide is 10 years old and shows it. For.example,
the guide says, "To reduce cutting,leave blnt poles for the
next camper." Cutting poles at all is generally un~ccepta-
ble now., '
Merritt says th~ society is now in the process of "pda t-

ing the guide and will be following muclr "qf,V!e, 'I"ld,e,



erN Aug. I, 1975 - High COuntry·llle .... 7

into wilderness-......,...--..,..........,...------!Jl~----
suggested by fonner seasonal Forest Service ranger Floyd Girl Scouts advocated trenching around tente, digging criticism: "The only way we can rationalize going into the
Wilson. Wilson founded an enterprise cslled the Wilder- grease pits to pour liquid waste into, using pine boughs wilderne88 is that we're an educational inatitution....,.that
ness Education Foundation (see HCN July 18, 1975), and under sleeping bags, and burying garbage. Now they en- we're teaching ~le how to coilserve the out-of-doors
his oode is very strict.' courage using backpacking stoves, instead of fires, and protect the environment. We're an dedicated to it. I

greasepits oply in established camps, and packing all oouldn't work for NOlS if it were a guide outfit. .. " he
garbage out, ' says.
To assure that individual groups of girls are aware of "The answer to preventing overuse of the wilderness is

the new policies, leader training sessions are mandatory not limiting the numbers of people gomg in - ,that only
before taking groups out, according to Wilkes. The Scouts slows the destruction. ... We want to teach people bow to
also work closely with the Forest Service and the Bureau U88 it so the damage never oeeurs," Hilmren says.
of Land Management on educating the girls. No matter how strict its oonsei-vation practicell, critics
"The olliectives of Girl Seout camping are to develop insist that NOLS is naive to claim that damage never

each individual's understending of the environment, occurs. , ' "
which will lead to relljlOnsible action. It's to provide an NOLS'does not engage in political activi~, suCh ..
inner satisfaction, a sense of awe and wonder, and a deep ~ fur wildemess designation, and many wilder-
enjoyment for both girl and leader," Wilkes says. ness advocates criticize them for that. Hamren explains,

"We don't feel like that's our job - we're not that'big ...
We have-an aft"'ni~ for the groUps that do, and they do
tbeir job well: he says.
Most groups that e_urage use of the wildemess can

prove that they are, at the Saine time, malting friends for
the wildemess: both friends who will treat it with respsct
whe't they visit and friends who will help light to expand~ . .
What is the ciost?
Are the solitude-seekers willing to make the trade-off?

Stankey's statistics indicate that the level of toltll'8Jl<e
.... mil to increilse as the usage increases. Significantly,
however, he'theorizes that the'intoierant don't Change
their attitudes, they instead ..... k less congeste,l'arsas,
such as Alaska or Canada. But'thosefrontiers, too, maybe
invaded. '

p s,

THE SCOUTS CHANGE, TOO

Talking to rangers can give one the impression that
Scouting groups have been guilty ofmore damage to wil-
demess resources than other groupsof the same size, One
ranger said that ifhe had his choice, he would exclude Boy
Scouts fromthe wildemess. Another said she dreads their
ooming, especially when they offer volunteer .help,
. ~,The problem apparently has been a philosophy of con-
quering and manipulating the environment rather than
living with it, but this orientation is Changing, at least at
the top. A recent article in Backpacker on the revised

, ,sCout Handbook reported thatBoy Scouts are "burying
" the hatchet" and learning skills ,that destroy less.

"It used to be that lashing elaborate camp sites and
'building fires was not that hazardous to the environment
because there were not very many people going into the
wilderness. . . 0'" Lorna Wilkes, field executive for the
Wyoming Girl Scout Council, says.
"The objectives of camping for Boy Scouts were in the

past more skill-oriented with more emphasis on oompeti-,
, tion than they were for the Girl Scouts," she says, al-
though she's not sure that is true now. Although Girl'
Scouts always included camp skills in their program,
there W88 always more of an emphasis on appreciation of
, the out-of-doors, according to Wilkes.
Policies have Changed with the Changing times. Once

G~OUPS S':I'ILL SPOIL SOLITlJDE

, Nomatter what steps a particular group takes to lessen
its ecological impact or to avoid feelings of crowding,
there will always be some deg..ee of resentment. Part of
, this resentment will be from those who have seen other
outdoor schools or clubs or organizations that are less
conscientious. There will be others, as Stenkey pointe out,
who believe that large groups are inappropriate in the
wilderness, wEo scorn those who go to the wilderness for a
"social experience" when they perceive its purpose as
being an opportunttyfor solitude. '
Others explain their resentment stems from the know-

ledge that these groups are encouraging use of the wil-
derness resource. NOLS Director Hamren reacts to this

II Wilderness Conservation Code
(Editors' note: The following conservation practices are exeerpted fnjm severalsoUrcss. Some

may seem extreme. They are, but the condition of some overly used wildernesses demands
radical changes in use. The individual must use his or her own judtPnent, keeping in mind the
cumUlative impact that may occur - not just what Ihey cause.), "

WHERE TO CAMP

A. Well below, timberline. Our tundra areas are !po
fragile to serve 'as campgrounds. There are few areas in ,
theWest where more than an hour is lost by walking from
a camp in the heavier timber to the high. alpine areas.
This is especially so where horsemen are concemed.

Horses should never be picketed or tethered in the timber-
line ,aieas. The acres of alpine trees destroyed by tethered
'horses around the high lakes in the Rawah Wildemess is
'evidence enough for this statement.

" : (from: "Acode of oonduct for those who visit wilderness"
by Floyd, Wilson) .
a.Proliimi~ to water:Select the location so that you

,will have a Choice of several routes to the water hole.
Alternate them to avoid any visible evidence. Ifyou leave,
'a beaten path, you'are ,in the wrong location or have,
stayed too 'long. , .'. '
, (from: 'Wilson code)

", ' C. Not beau~ spots: 'rhere should be no camping in
'beauty spots; in'lush'meadows, Or at the edge of lakes or
streams. These areas are 'most fragile and susceptible to
damage ..
, (from: "NOlSConservation Practices," National Out<JO!lf' ,
Leadership School)

FOOD WASTES AND FISH VISCERA

A. Leftover food is bumed in a hot fire.
a.Water waste (Le., dishwater or too muCh water from

macaroni) is poured along the perimeter of the /'ire: This
. helps prevent damage to nearby grass and plante. '

C. Dishes ars washed well away from streams and
lakes,. so that Unsightly food particles are not left; -in
beauty spots.
D. Fish viscerll are bumed in the campfire to avoid

attracting flies. .
'E. IndividUals catching fish wheI"!'no'fire is 'available

. should carry the viscera in plastic bags to the next fire
area.
'F. wilen cOOkingwith stoves, ,,!aste water is disposed of

, , in a sump hOle. Any leftover food is eaten by others,
Carried otit of the wildemess, 'or carried to the next fire
where ,it can be burned.
(frifni.NOtsf ',';( :~::'y ,':" I ';JI "<itt' <;L-",. ~.r·l

•• HUMAN WASTE

A. Latrines are located 01\ hillsides away from rivers,
lekes, and marshy areas, so that decayed human waste
will be filtered through soil and sand
B. Latrines are dug twelve to eightOen inches deep. This

depth allows the waste to be covered thoroughly and also
. prevents fouling the air. T4is is an appropriate depth to ,
lillow maximum bacterial action. Below eighteen inChes,
there may notbe enough hacteria todecomposethewaste.
C. Even while on the trail, urination mUat be taken care

of well awOy from water for good filtratiori.
D. T()il~t p~r is burned; whenever poseible snow or

other natura1 tOilet p,;per is used', Good substitutes in-
clude: damp Douglas.flr cones, witCh's broom, wet moss,
and Skunk cabbage leaves, to name a few. .
(from: NOLS)

SOLITUDE

The true wildemess enthusiast expects to fuid a basic
quality iD ali areas he may visit: solitude. This means
different things to different P!'ople, but mainly it means
freedom from the intrueion of unnatural sighte, sounds,
and odors. '
Respect the solitude by.avoiding boisterous conduct and

loud noises which are disruptive to others. The discharge
of f11:88J'lU8 is disCouraged ,except in hunting seas~n. (The
possession or use of fIrearms'is prohibited in National
,Parks.) The use of motors or motorised vehicles of any sort
is expressly forbidden in all areas of the National Wilder-
, ness Preservation System'and in National Forest p,.u;,;_
, 'tive Areas. ' '

(from: U.S. Forest Service)

OFF TRAIL CONDUCT"

Do not travel in single file. Wander in an aimlesS fash-
'ion over th~ t'llldra and through the trees. Walking one
. behind the other, or riding Doseto tail, is responsible for
the myriad trails, and erosional gullies seen.in so many of
ourmo~tains.
(from:'Wil~'Itc6dt!)~ ,~,"-'), ~.~l' r-Iool' '.f'tO, ~.;{f'

FIRE

A.Fire pit method: Dig up sodtominerahoil. Tb,efireis
built inside this pit. &pls!le sod and thoroughly land- .
scape area' after sticks and ashes have been coltipleliely
burned down and doused.
B. Fire on flat rock method: Spread severaI inChes r:L

minerlil soil on a flat nick. The -tire is built on this lIl"l1a
(Gontinued on ~ 10) , '

The existence or, aboence of certain species of
wildflowers can be an iJidication of how much use a
wilderness lIi-ea is being subjeeted to. Careful Camp-
ing tocimNues"can'help'l)l'pteet-the flowelre. ", ,

, Photo by Charlie Smith



PARKS AND POWER. One-fifth ofour National Park lands are in
the Colorado plateau region of the Southwest. By 1990, the region
may also be providing the nation with 25,000 megawatts of coal-
fired generating capacity. The photo above shows a view from Nee-
dles overlook in Canyonlands National Park.

PROPOSED- KAIPAROWITS POWER

A
PLANT \SITE

AAINBaN BRIDGE NATIONAL r..«:)NuME NT,,-iI-·---··-------.'--i··--·---
,GLEN CANVO'N NATIONAL RECREATIONAREA

Navajo power plant
(operating' 1,540MW-
310 total MW b 1976) /'

1
'.. ~.' -'~

Kciporowits
comes' before
the people

by Jack McLellan

. "The Kaiparowits coal-fired power plant will be delayed
again," ruled the Interior Department this spring. "But we
will proceed toward approval with all possible haste."
This most recent delay was caused by the need for rerout-

ing power lines, according to the Interior'·Department.
Utah's Senator Jake Gam attributed itto the department's
being "so damn afraid they are going to be sued" by en-
vironmental groups. . 1

Gam's pointed statement pretty well sums up the battle
lines being drawn: politicians and developers on one side of
the billion dollar project and environmentalists on the
other. Many people in the Southern Utah communities are
for the huge plant, in the belief that theywill be good for the
area - increased taxes and more jobs, But a rapidly grow-
ing number of the residents are beginning to have second
thoughts. Ranchers in the coal mine areas are asking {or
help from environmentalists, Some local politicians are
beginning to realize the problems they willbe facing when
community populations grow up to 10 times faster than
they are growing today, and new cities of 15,000 to 20,000
people are built. .

I got them standin' in a quagmire,
Workin' up a perspire,
'Fraid I'm gonna expire;
Coal-fired power plant blues,

With in and adjacent to the Colorado Plateau is some of
the most fantastic and fragile land in the United States.
With in a 250-mile radius are eight National Parks, 26
National Monuments," three National Recreation Areas,
two National Historic Sites. and one National Memorial-
nne-fifth of the total National Park Service acreage.
The area also contains three Bureau of Land Manage-

ment primitive areas, and several National Forests, state
narks, Indian reservations and sacred areas, and de, facto
xv iIdemess such as Escalante Canyon,
Also on this plateau are seven coal-fired power plants-

wi th many more to come. Current plants are capable of
uroducing about 6.000 megawatts of electrical generating
capacity. According to utility plans, by 199014 power com-
»lexes. capable of generatingalmost 25,000 megawatts,
.vill be operating in the Southwest.
Some of these plants, including Kaiparowits, will be as

large as 3,000 megawatts. That is half again as large as
New Mexico's Four Corners plant.
Each of Kaiparowits' four planned ,units will be about the

size of the entire four-unit Dave -Johnston compleX: in
Wyoming.

AN END TO CLEAR SKIES

~fyou have good, clear-air photographs ofGrand Canyon,
Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef,' Arches, Canyonlands National
Parks and other scenic areas on the Colorado Plateau,
better save them. They may be valuable some day.
In the Southwest, views grow more hazy each day with

pollution from the Navajo, Four Garners, and Mojave
plants. As each huge new plant is built, even utilizing the
"best technologically available pollution control devices,"
millions of tons of fly .ash, sulfur oxides, nitrogen oxides,
" mercury. radioactive elements, and other trace elements
will .be spewed into the air as waste products from the
burning coal. .
A pralirninary Environmental Impact Ststement on

Kaiparowits made the following statement on air pollution
effects:
- "By far the most-severe impact in the study area and
conceivably to the entire -region is the visual polhrtion
created by smoke and other airborne particulates emitted
'f"';nith!,pJi~(~1il spite of the great effonput forth at-the~ '" " "'"' ., . ~.- ..",.
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VISTAS CLOUDED. Visual pollution created by smokestack
emissions will be "by far the most severe impact in the study area,"
says a preliminary report put out by the Department of Interior on
the Kaiparowits power plant. Since the plant will be on public land,
it is subject to Interior Department approval. The final decision is
expected to come in January of 1976. A draft environmental impact
statement on the project is being circulated for public comme~t this
summer. '
The photo above, taken from Yovimpa Point in Bryce National

, Park, shows (from left) the proposed Kaiparowits site the existing
site of the Navajo plant.

Navajo plant to reduce these emissions, there is a definite
plumeor dark cloud drifting on a horizontal plane for many
miles from just the one generator unit. When tlie two reo
maining units at the Navajo plant are operational, a per-
. manent haze could he created which would significantly
reduce-visibility and have a devastating effect on the sky-
laudseape relationship as well as obscuring many of tHe
geologicformations which sre important for the total scene
of t4is area. ' , ,
,"If this visual pollution consistently drifts 'intO. the na-
ti<illallyand internationally important scenic areas such as
Grand Canyon, RainBow Bridge, Lake Powell, Zion Ca-
nyon, Bryce, Arches, Canyonlands, ete., the.effect on the
panoramic viewing values could he catastrophic. " , .There
isoeaough evidence from the one unit operating at the
NaYajoplant and the units operating at the Four Comers '
plants to cast grave doubts on the capability of clearing up'
the emiSSions to a point where they will not have a serious'
adverse visual effect:' , ' , , , .

DEVELOPERS' POSITION '

, '!'lie developers' position is simply that thjs area is the
o eaBIest and cheapest place to ,buj11i.", pl,!,nt;.~l!.th~r,

reasoning is logical. More than enough cheap coal is pres- ,
. ent. 'Water, although scarce, is inexpensively available,
Landis incre\liblycheap, thanks to the open hearts of state
and federalofficials. Utah has no plant siting laws or land
use planning laws <other than ineffective county ones), and
. the Utah air quality people are very quiet about degrada-
tion of clean air areas and possible health effects.

LARGEST., ,The proposed
Kaiparowirs plant would be the
. largest power facility, ever built in
this country. Itwould be twice as big
as the plant shown here - the Jim
Bridger near Rock Springs, Wyo.

ENVIRONMENTAUSTS' POSI'nON

,The environmentalists' position is that energy use must
he reduced, cuttitig down on the size and number of plants
required. Truly. needed plants must he built near the area
9f energy conaumption, and meet the stringent pollution
controls setinthoseareas. No urban area should he allowed
to have cheap electricity at the expense of polluting the air
, and endangering the health of people in the less-populated
areas of the Southwest.
No coal-fired power plants should be built anywhere neilr

national-parks and monuments, or any other scenic, histor-
ical, Or 'sacred site. In addition to air pollution, "human
o,\e~gr~i'1ll':: ~ll resftlt ~rom the influx of outsiders. en-
, viroti)nentalists insist,: • .

Jack McLel)an, a HighCountrl1-News ~m..pondent in
Utah, willi chairman of the Sie~ Club's Southwest Reg-
ional Conservation Committeeand is now viee-ehedrmen of

, the Uinta Chapter of the Sierra Club. McLellan is aprofes-
sional 'photographer and executive director of the Utah
NuNiS?-&itOc"'ti.dn::--"i' . ~".' ", .",; l> ", ;'.. f .. t ~ ~,
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Illness forces Hathaway to resign from' post
r idand wanted to continue," the Wyoming newspaper-ear .

".

In the inidet of one of the most crucial times in the
history of public land administration, the Interior De-
partment is wi thout a leader. Secretary Stanley K.
Hathaway resigned July 26 after hospitalization due to .
depreaaion. He had been in office 32 days.
Nolllinated· for the post April 5, when former Interior

SeCretary Rogers C.B. Morton shifted to the Commerce
Department, Hathaway spent a grueling 67 days seeking
Senate confirmation. He waa sworn in 80 Interior Secret-
aryJune 12.
The reasons for the former Wyoming governor's sudden

illii ... are unclear. He endured harsh criticism at Senate
oonf'mnation hearings. He also enoountered resistence in
the department and the aliminiotration in his first days
on the job.
"My doctors estimate that it would be two to three

· months before I could resume Work. Considering'thetime
involved and the uncertainties about the time required
for reeovery, it is in the best interest of the nation that I
steP aside in order that ~ion can start toward nomina-
tion and conimnation of a new secretary," Hathaway
~d. .
About a week earlier, President Gerald Ford had re-

jected Hathaway's verbs Ioffer to resign. Ford told him to
"go off and take care of yourself," according to an Ad-
ministration source. Hathaway was hospitalized July 15
for what doctors called "depression brought about by
physical exhaustion."
The Idaho Statesman reported that Hathaway aides

said that when Hathaway first entered the hospital, the
Interior Department was in ~I 'complete chaos' over the
handling of the secretary's problems and deciding who
will run the department during his absence."

Both the posi tions of.secretary and undersecretary are
now vacant. Filling the void is. Interior's number three
man, Kent Frizzell. Frizzell has been solici tor generalin
the department since 1972 and has served as acting sec-
retary on several other occasions.
He is reported to be one of the men Ford will consider for . d Afte h fi .

I and preve,!ta·1;!ierock from being searre. r t e re IS
· nomination as ..officialsecretary,of the Interior. Prior to . doused completely, the ashes and mud are buried or scat-
his job at the Interior Department, Frizzell served as
assistant attorney general for land and natural resources te~d'Fires are built far enough from trees that the
at the Department of Justice. branches andibr root systems are not damaged.
Others whose names have been mentioned- for the job . - . ' . ~ d

D. Firewood is taken first from loose branches aninclude: Harrison Loesch, the Senate Inter-ior ed
sticks on the ground, and only secondly from down

Committee's minority counsel, and William S. Banowsky, trees. No limbs or branches are taken from living trees, in
· a former supporter of Ronald Reagan and president of order tokeep a naturally appearing campsite and to avoid
Pepperdine University in California. Utah G9v. Calvin damage to thetree. Newood is taken from dead, standing
Hampton haasuggested Mimhell Melich, a Salt Lake City trees, as the resulting scars on beautiful, old snags would
attorney. MelichranagainstRampton in-the 1974guoor~ be' unsightly for other wilderness users. In over-used .
natorial race and is a fonner solicitor for the DepartII1fm~:· areas, one can ~ften'see that all branches within an arm's
of Interior. .-' /~;.',:,,·~7::·:. iengtIJ !lav.",!><ien.l'l'lI1oved.This gi"es an unl).atural ap-
Twoformer officeholders in Colorado have'~~'been pearanc.": ...... '. . .

mentioned, Sen. Gordon Allott and Go'v. John D. Vane: E: Axes.l;JJ1d saWs are not used on, trees.
derhoQi'. . . . . . F. Fires. are always attended.
: Expre-"'ionS of sympathy for Hatha";ay filled 'the pages G. Fires are for cooking only, not for warming or social.
Qi'the Wyoming newspapers. The Casper Ster'Tribune purposes. They are, therefore, kept small. . .
~d that environmental groups "harried the man unrner~ H Stoves are 'used where wood is searce. Wood is' not
cifully and unfairly, basing their attack on their ex- .used for fire.s jn areas where ':;'plenishment is slow or
tremist interpretation ofhis record as two-term governor non-existeot. , .
W " L Fires 'against reflector rocks .shoul~ be avoided. Thisof )'liming. . . . . . F'
Wyoming Gov. Ed·Herschl.~r called it a "sad day for the' will'cause exfoliation and perman,ent scarnng., Ires are

not rimmed with rocks.
country." "1 know what he's gone through, and I think it's J.Outd;",rsmen must be able to recognize litter, duff,
a tragic day when leaders of lMlrgovernment are 8ubiecte.d . and mineral soil, in order to develop the judgment to place
to harraaament as he was during Senate hearings on his· fi";'s with the minimum of fire danger. .
n.ominatfon/' Herschler said. - cl

K. A ~cial e!forl; should be made to isperse aIiy
The Deseret News, published in Salt Lake City, specu- partially burned wood from the fire area. All unburned

Iated that, "Hathaway's unhappy esperience could easily wood is scatteJ;'Cd, not Iefl in' pjles ..
deter able Americans from accepting positions on which
. ' feelings r).ln as deep as they so often do regarding thejob . (from: NOLS)'
at Interior:'· '
The Deseret News said that the resignation wss a

p.;rticul3r disappointment to Utah "because of the big . PACK. IT.OUT
role Governor Hampton 'played in winning support for. '.
' :Hathaway among the nation's governors and because of _ . Cans, bottles, metal foi~ and other. refuse must be
the setback the resignation inevitably deals to the 'packed out. Do not' bury your tr8Oh. Paper and other
much-<1elayed Kaiparowits project (a 3,000 megawatt. burnable material should be burned. Don'tiitterthetraii.
coal·fired power plant, see HCN p. 8):' . Put gnm and candy wrappers and other similar material
During th~ Se;"'te. oonfirmation battIe, environmen. in your pocket while' traveling. Every~ne. could help

talists testified that, as governor, Hathaway had favpred maintain a litter-free wildern ... ifth';Y WIll pIck up trash
industry over environmental concerns. Atone point after which may have been thoughtlessly discarded by,others.
an Environmental Defense Fund presenta tion, Senate (from: U.S. Forest Sel'Vlce) " .
Interior Committee Democrats fureecl Hathaway to con- A1s'l pack out 01' burn soiled tampons and disposable
cede that a statement he PJl~),s~rd prais~,;!tis~, diapers, which are bel!oming a big Ii~r Prob~':':"« I I

vironmental reoordwas not completely balanced or accu-
rate. .
Interior department officials have speculated that

Hathaway's recent colhsions with conservative western
Republicans might have also been at the root ofhis health
problems. Hathaway chose William W. Lyons, a deputy
undersecretary under Morton, as his number two man.
The White House preferred a conservative Republican
from the outaide, William S. Banowsky, according to syn-
dicated columnist Jack Anderson.
The Casper Star·Tribune reported that Hathaway

was also having' trouble with his six assistant secretaries.
"Each of them, before Hathaway, had made all decisions,

Hathaway supporter Sen. Cliff Hansen (R-Wyo.) said
"the principle reason for the failure of his health' and his
subsequent resignation has to be the near impossible task
he assigned himself in trying too quickly to become fully
knowledgeable in the-many areas for which he had re-
sponsibilityas Secretary."

An Interior official called it "inexperience. Hathaway is
. very intense, but he kept it bottled up inside him. He was
still smarting from the grilling they gave him during the
confirmation fight, ... and then came all these internal
conflicts," according to "the New York Times. .

Colstrip hearings halted - momentarily
water quality standards. Compliance is required under a
state industrial facility siting law.
Both the state Board of Health and the Board of

Natural Resources must approve the plant before eon-
struction ~n begin.

'The' "writ of prohibition," issued by the district court
and negated by-the higher court decision, came at the
request of the Department of Natural Resources, the De-
partment of Health, the Northern Plains Resource Coun-
cil, and the Northern Cheyenne tribe.

Montana Power Company, Puget Sound Power &
Light, Portland General Electr-ic, Pacific Power and Light
Company, and Washington Water Power have applied for
permission to construct the two new coal-fired units.

After six weeks of power company testimony, a Mon-
tana district judge ruled July 25 to halt hearings on two
proposed Colstrip power plant unita. A dey later, the
Montana Supreme Courtreveraed the district court order,
and the hearings were expected to proceed as scheduled.
Opponents of the power plant. expansion went to the

district court after they had failed in an attempt to make
the Board of Health stop the hearings. Opponents said
that the utilities, which had oompleted their testimony,
had failed to demonstrate to the board that they would not
pollute the air and water. The board decided not to rule on
the dismissal until they examine a hearing transcript,
which won't be available for at least a week.
The Board of Health hearing is to determine whether

the proposed Units 'can meet 'state imd federal air and

Wnderness Conservation Code.
(Continued from page 7)

• •
USE OF SOAP

A. Soap must not be used in Jakes and streams. Clothea .
can be efficiently cleaned. away from lakes and streams in
cooking cans or pots.
B. Personal bathing can be accomplished by jumping

into water, lathering on shore far away from water, rins-
-ing off completely by pouring cans ofwater over body, and
finally 'diving in one last time. This allows the soap to be
filtered by the soil and to biodegrade quickly.
C. Dishes and pots are not cleaned near water.
D. Biodegradable soap should be used whenever soap is

needed. . ,
(from: NOLS)

!!!

NO ·MORE DISCOUNTS FOR BIG USERS. Pacific
PoWer and Light Company officials in Casper, Wyo., have
declared an end to promotional discounts for power users.
Traditionally., customers using more power paid less per
kilowa~t hour. Now customers will pay for what they use .
!(withdut -any inducements to use more," says Bob
Moench, Wyoming division manager. The company filed
a reque~t July 16 with the Wyoming Public Service
Commission for Ilelectric rate consolidation and simplifi-
cations." Moench estimated that for 73% of PP&L's cus-
tomers the proposal 'would mean either no change or a
reduction in their annual bill. With the economic situa-
tion utilities are facing, Moench says, "it just doesn't
make sense to prom6te the use of electric,al energy." "

COLORADO ENERGY CQUNCIL Gov. Dick Lamm
has formed an Energy Policy Council to advise him on
epergy development in northwestern Colorado. He made
that announcement at a' meeting of the Rocky Mountain
Oii'llli<!'GlislABsbcfatloii:L'airlih<-saiiPlilIie'i'th'e' meetihg

iii



CLEAN.uP NOT THAT COSTLY. Despite industry claims to the contrary, the costofcleaning up
the nation's oil refineries to meet federal clean air and water standards W9uld have a small
impact on consumer prices,' accol'ding to a study by the Council on Economic Priorities. The
council studies pollution clean-up costs for 61 refineries for major companies. Assuming that the
consumer' bears mOst of the clean-up costs, the council 'concludes that the price of refined
petroleum products would have to be increased an average of one-third of one cent per gallon.1t
contends that the costs of implementing air and water pollutioncontrolsin.refineries are reason-
able compared with estimated spending programs of the industry between 1974 and 1983, accord' .
ing to the ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS story. Defendi.,g oil industry profits, the council says the
.pollution'costs shoUld I'll'gilly be paid by consumers since the return on investment for refinery
stockholders was oDIy 10-11% during the past decade. . . . ,

~; ., . Photo. of oil well with water gushing-by Jeff Clack.

Emphasis EKERGY
in the Northern Rockies and Great Plains

that it "would benefit the state of Colorado to start as soon
as possible on a limited basis (to develop oil shale), ... The
existence of the energy policy committee is "ameans to
expedite our decision-making process."

a permanent repository for nuclear waste, according to
the Idaho Statesman. About $1 million has been
budgeted this year for the pilot program to start putting
the waste in bedded salt deposits. .

COAL LIQUEFACTION. A group called the Coal
Operators is planning a coal liquefaction plant for Carbon
County, Mont., near Red Lodge. To fuel the plant, the
company is proposing to re-open underground mining
operations at Bearcreek which have lain dormant for 27
years. The company \DIlde a presentation before Lt. Gov.
Bill Christiansen's Montana Energy AdvisOry Council in'
JUJ\e, but Christiansen said the plans were only prelimi-
nary in. nature. "l am certain it will be several years
before'Carbon CountY sees major activit)' ofthe sort prop-
osed."

WYOMING WANTS MORE ROYALTIES. The two
Wyoming senators, Cliff Hansen (R) and Gale McGee (D), .
have proposed an amendment to raise mineral roya!ty
payments on public lands. The proposal is to raise the
payments from 37.5% to 60%. The senatora added it to
both the Coastal Zone Management Act and to a mineral
leasing bill. The amendment says that the additiowi!
money will .be used as state legislatures dictate with
priority going to al"!'aa of tl)e state which are hit with
impact as the result nf mineral development. ~cGee '
pointed out that the 'intent (to help impacted com-.
munities) is the sam'e as a section of the vetoed strip
mining1biUi.ll ~'-"fJ}~',f.,l t '..j j:,i.H.:t~_' ~.:r,J .'i" ." ~ ....qqf,.tl\-

,
VLTIMATEDUMP ATN.M. The U.S. Energy Research
and De¥elopment Administration (ERDA) has selected a -
~\~ i1) t'f'lo",M~iSOir.oJ;a,R!!p.J;progr:AAl·)Oh~hJ{IIilyJead'to
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ThaBot Line
energy news from across_the country

BAGGE LIKES SLURRIES. Carl E. Bagge, president_
of the National Coal Association, "teStified in favor of Co8l
slurry pipelines before the House Interior Committee.
"One of coal's major competitive disadvantages over the
years has been the availability ofpipeliningtechnology to
its major competitors, natural gas and oil," he said, He
urged giving slurry pipelines the power to ex....,ise emi-
nent domain to "insure that such pipelines can be built
where-economics and technolOgy 'as well as other factors
• indicate that they should be built .... Without eminent
domain, any coal slurry pipeline is at the mercy nf a single
or a small group of landowners."

ENERGY MOBILIZATION OPPOSED. Critics rang-
ing from Standard Oil to the Sierra Club spoke before the
Subcommittee on Energy Research and Water ResoUrces .
July 14. The speakers opposed establishing a NatiOll;al
Energy Mobilization Board to assure the development of
domestic energy ..resources. Sen. Henry Jadtson
(D-Wash.) is 8p<!usoring the bill (S 740). The Sierra Club
, opposJd the bill, saying it would' circumvent both the
National EnVirOnmental Policy Act and' Coastal Zone

i ., I .' !>., ~~::, I

Management :Act. The Standard Oil board c1u'n:man op.:
posed the government intervention. Jacbon said ~e'liIu
is "imperative to accelerate domeStic energy:d<!Y:elop-
ment." He stressed the importance of "a single,
specialized mission-oriented actionagency empowered to
prepare and carry out programs," according to
Conservation Report. -

CONTROLS DON'T cosr MUCH. Environmental re-
, quirements were responsible for no more than five per
cent of the electricity rate increases during 1974, aecord-
ing to a recent study by the Environmental Protection
Agency. During the same year, an average oonsumer's
costs for."lectricity rose an· unptece'dented ,30% ontil per
'kilowlow- hotit'baBis:'Higlnlr iilss[]'fuel'pn~e8~~!m~
for60%'ofthe rate {ricrea8eli:'EPA AchDiniaia-a'ior1ti.i.ll1u
E. Train noted that the "ram increase attributable to
environmental regulations may increase o:ver the next
five years as-the utilities ,p",,"" in capital expenditures
for pollution control." "

ENERGY PRIORITIES -"TRAGIC," sen. Gaylord
'Nelson (D-Wis,) says it is "tragic" that the federal gov-
ernment has virtually neglected development of solar
energy while pouring billions of dollars into nuclear re-
search-and development. Nelson says that by 1973 the
federal government had spent more than $5 billion on
nuclear development, and privateinilustl'y even-mbre .
But the total federal investment in solar. energy ..by,that
time was only about $1 million, with less being spent by
small businesses, he said.

"OW COST. DESULFURIZATION. Battell ...
Laboratories haa developed a new process to-remove sul-
fur from coal before eomhustion and has said it can re-
move sulfur atleast 20% more cheaply th8n any alternate
means (or producing coal that meets federal emiSsion
stand8rds. The process involves heating a water slurry«
coal and a ,chemical leaching agent. The p""""as is now
ready for the pilot plant stage, and Battelle is trying to
attract sponsors from eIeetric utilities and industrial con-
,sumers, Government energy officiala are 'treating the
claims with caution.

POLLWION CONTROL COSTS. The cost of a gallon
of refined petroleum will rise less than a third of a penny
when refineries institute the pollution control necessary
to meet gov~rnment standards. Cleaning Up, a study
released by the Oouncil on Economic Prioritiea, analyzes
this dollar impact on eight .~oroil companies and indi-
c8te~ that if these additional costs are shared by consum-
ers (75%) and the companies (25%), the probable overall
reduction in profits will range from " low.of 9.1% for
Exxon to a' high of over 1.0% for Gulf. The petroleum
industi,yis among the hardest bit by the Clean Air Act of
1970 and the Itederal Water Quality Act ~ndme!1ts of
1972 becawie the. industry's pollution potentiiU is SO
great. It hios the fourth most expensive clem-up job to
!iring existing facilities up to standsrda, and most of the
clefilfiip"will 00 atrefineH't1S. 1'1 .... ~:''-/.r;i t> j..J~ "~

)
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House Interior committee kills land use bill"
I

legislation is a part of President Gerald Ford's proposed
comprehensive energy program. Consequently, some
supporters of land use legislation hope the House may
pass an energy facilities siting bill with a land use rider;
according to.Land Use Planning Reports.
Another possibility is broadening land use controls

under the Clean Air A!ctand the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act, which Sen. Edmund S. Muskie (D-Maine)
says he may now try to do.

Environmentalists suffered a major delilat in the Con-
greaa July 15 when the House InteHor Committee voted
23-19 against the federal land use bill. There is virtually
DO chance for land-use legislatiotl until the next Congress,
according to the National Wildlife Federation"s
Conservation Report.
. Two Rocky Mountain region legtslators were among
. the three swing votes credited with the bill'a defeat, Rep.
John Melcher (D-Mont.) and Rep. Al1an T. Howe
(D.lI'tsb). Howe sympathized with supporters of the bill
on an earlier vote. His constituents, however, rejected C d I I d .
state land use legislation by a two-to-one margin in a ya ni. e ega ize .for coyote' kiIIs
November referendum. Melcher, who is chairman of the
House Public LandS Subcommittee, opposed the section July 18·PresidentGerald Ford partially Iifteda ban on (R-Utah).
onpubliclands. Melcheralsoobjected to the large amount the use of.predator poisons on public lands. On the other side, Thomas L. Kimball, executive vice-
of federal monsy that would be available in grants, Thepresident'aorderallows the interior Department to president of the National Wildlife Federation, questions
The bill would have provided for 75% federal, 25% state carry out an "emergency" attack on coyotes with sodium the need for any relaxation of the predator poison ban

maq,hing funding. Funding wss the only sanction pro- cyanide for one year. The order does not permit the use of 'low, because "the Department of Agriculture presently is
vided for federal oontrol over state planning. . any other poisons. considering a study on predators, their impact on the
Rep. Roy Taylor (O-N.C.), the third swing vote on the The move, considered a concession to sheepmen, sheep industry, and possible types of control." Kimball

defeat, said the lobbying pressure was greater than any . amends an executive order issued by President Richard says his group supports the use of "target-selective con-
he hss seen dUring 15 years in Congress. He called on Nixon in 1972 banning the use of ally poisons on federsl trois ifused only in CaBeS of proven need and adnrlnistered
citi~n groups' and press organizationS that favor the bill lands. "Secondary" effects - the killing of non-target by trained government professionals."
to begin a campaign to educate the public andendwhathe animals who feed onpoisonedbait-were a major reason Th~ Interior Department will hire 140 to 200 federal

. . called "misw1derstandings"·.~about land use legislation, for the original ban. Sodium cyanide gas is not considered agents to assist ranchers 'in the experimental program,
according 111 CODllel'V8tion RePort. to have many secondary effects because it dissipates according to the President's order. That will cost about
Voti!lg in favor of reporting thebill favorably were; rapidly and leaves little residue. Other poisons, such as $2.5 million in fiscal 1976.

Rep.Benitez·(P~R),Bingham(N.Y.),Burton(Calif.),Carr lOBO and strychine, are oonsidered to pose more secon- A permit to use cyanide against predators on public,
(Mich:), de Lugo (V.I.), Eckhard (Tex.), KastenJ!leier dsry poisoning danger. landa will require approval of the Environmental Protec-
<Wis.), Meads (Wash.), Miller (Calif.), Min)< (Hawaii);« Sodium cyanide gss is generally used in an M-44 tion Agency. .
Roncalio (Wyo,), Santini (Nev.), Seiberling (Obio),Steel- spring-loaded device which can be adjusted SO that smal- The order will only affe~ the use of poisons on federal
man (Tex.), Tsongas <Mas8.),.Udall (Ariz.), Vigorito (PaJ, ler animals cannot trigger it. The device is released when lands, where about one-third ofU:S. flocks graze. A recent
Weaver (Ore.), and Won Pat (Guam). a coyote tugs on a scented wick. . " court ruling made the use of predator poisons on private
,Voti!lg against sending the bill to the House were: "It's true that occasionally a hunting dog will get the lands poasible - atleast temporarily - by rescinding an
Reps. Ba~ (Mel), Bylan (Md.), Clausen (Calif.), Howe poison, but that would be rare under the strictly control- EPA ban on shipments ofpoisons in interstate commerce
(Utsb), Johnson (Cal~f.), Johnson (Colo.), Kazen (Tex.), led use proposed by Utah stockmen," said David R. Wal. (see HCN July 18, 1975. p.13).
Lagomarsino (Calif.), Llijan (N.M.), Melcher (Mont.), dron, deputy oommissioner of the Utah Department of' .
Patman (Tex.), Pettis (Ca\if.), Risenhoover (Okla.), Run- . Agriculture.
nelaJ.l\ll~),..~m}]rJ,ich.)~~¥,,~:~~\,~l':~bjtz"..~,f0hn~il'ks '1ft~~~:S. Fish and Wildlife Service said~Jk~~,}"'l.~r:~,~~~,';,(~1t~Yf'P)),f!Il.s IqH".! ..tJla~p~~~·teljts show t~t ooyotes ~mprise 78%.of
S'yniliihi'cf.i)io'), 'tayfcir <N':C\rand"y8u!lg (;.ua&kll). Rep. . allannnals killed by the devices. The dev,ces bave been
Haley (Fla.) voted "present." used on an experimental basis in six western states this
Rep. Morrill Udall (O-Ariz.), who sponsored the bill, yti'ar. .

"Sodiuin·cyani4e iBn'tenough," says Jessie B8ker, ex-
ecutive secretary of the WyOming Wool growers Associa-
tion. Baker feels that nothing leSBthan the USeof 1080
poison' on public lands will bri!lg sheejlmen's loss... to an
acceptable level.
"In my opinion, it's a total sellout to those groups which

woul<! much rather have coyotes runni!lg around than
cattle aIld sheep and deer herds," said Sen. Jake Gam

said as a result of its defeat, "planning decisions will
oontinue to be made by developers in Search of a buckand
mindleas of the environmental hazards," according to the
Associated Press.
Two possibilities for getting federal land use action are

being discussed. Sen. Henry Jackson (D-Wash.), sponsor
of the. Senate land use bill, has said he will block energy
siting legislation unless it is part of a comprehensive land
use planning bill. Administration energy facilities siting

I
i •••••••••••.••••..•......•..•.....•.••.•..•••.•..•...............•.••..••..•......•....••.••.....•..••.•.......•,

BULLEr," IOARD...............•............................. ' - .
- IDAHO JOB

The Idaho Conservation League is looking for a person
familiar with.ldahoissues, to help coordinate a statewide
energy education program this fall. Eight workshops in
eight iowns are planned. The ea;ort will be funded by a
grant from the U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare. Write ICL, Box 844, Boise, Idaho 83701.

. MAROON BELLS - ENDANGERED?
A wilderness workshop coriducted by conservation

WILDERNESS COURSE groups and the Forest Service will be held in Aspen, Colo.,
A 17 unit wilderness studies p!'9gram will be 'offered at Aug. 9. The workshop will focus on the protection and

the University of \oIontana School of Forestry in the fall proposed expansion of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wil,
quarter this year. The progra'n, "Wilderness and Civili- derness Area, one of the most heavily used wilderness
zation," will focus on understanding' wild -land in itaelf areas in the country, according to Forest Service statis-
and in relation to conte'llporary society. The program will tics. One sign of this use is hiking trails eroded to dspths
begin with a two-we~k'wilderness trek. A schedflle of of 12 to 36 inches in some~places. For more ioformation
classes, lectures. workshops, and field trip~,,,,ill follow. Write The Wildern ...s Workshop, Box 1'1', Aspen, Colo.
-Academic·credits wilfbeawarded in the fields'offorestry, 81611,925-3510. '
English, and philosophy. For information write, School of FEDERAL SOLAR CATALOG.
Forestry, 1,Iniversityof\olontans, \fissoula,\4ont. 59801. Two federal agencies want information about '!Olar

. SEE BATILEFIELDS . . energy products being.manufactured or in the advanced
Friends ofthe'Earth is offering group trips to a number stages of .development. The agencies, the Energy Re-

ofoonservation battlefields this summer: the Rogue River search and Development Administration and the De-
of Oregon (Aug. 25-29), the Green and C:olorado Rivers in partment. of Housing and Urban Development, plan to
Canyonlands National Park (Sept. 943), the 'Grand Ca- publish a catalog of solar hardware and to use the infor'
nyon of the Colorado (Sept. 16-27), Hells Canyon of,the mation to assess the state of industrial development. In-
Snake River (Sept.25-30). Write to Journeys With FOF;, .• f?ormation is due by Aug, 11. Contact Solar Energy RFI,
Friends of the Earth, 529 Commercial, San Francisco\ USERDA, Divi;ion of 'Solar Energy: Washington; D.C.
Calif. 94111. ) 20545.

LOONEY UMERlCKS
by Zan. E. Cology

There is a young singer named Collar Quit.
Who belts out the song of Kaiparowits ..
Parks and pollution
And not a solution, .

A bleak. blues· song, it scares out your wits.

EPA cyanide hearing.
-_~\.,The Environmental Protection Agency has announced·,
that it will hold public hearings on a proposal whicll
would allow expanded use of sodium cyanide predator
poison. l'

The hearing will be Aug. 12-15 at the Environmental
Protection Agency headquarters in Washington, D.C. '
On March 9, 1972 EPA cancelled the registration of

sodium cyanide, strychnine, and 1080 poison, an action
which banned those substances from interstate com-
merce. Now EPA will oonsider a 'p)'OpOBa1from the Fish
and Wildlife Service to re-register sodium cyanide for use
in M44 capsules.
To testify or Submit written statements, write He8rlng

Clerk, Attention: Sonia G. Anderson, Room E-1019, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, 40 1MSt. SW, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20460 .

Photo by Dick Randidl,



The severi~8tate Colorado River Basin Salinity' Coidrol Forum has prop-
os~ water quiility standardS for sa1iDity contrOl in the basin. '!be forum
recommends prompt construction of four salinitY control units to control
the introduction of salinity from both natural and manmade sources.
Twelve other salinity conll'ol units wiD be constructed later. The plan also
provides for 1) placing einuent limitations on indnstrialdischarges. 2)
ch '. ,. JilnSfo . s er8r f.;d ... sl ... a~...:..:MilclB fa .d,ucj! .. 'ten.t1l1!1' 8alt

'J.'C'If<~<-OJ' •• '-~a~~~~r;j)_~S}~gtun~'~i~~«Irqiiia~~,;~~~'~~-.tif~R~
cal. The report says thst many natural and man.made factars affeCt the
river's salinity. Itpredicts that with full implementation ofneeded salinity
control measures, the aversge sslinity can be maintsined at or below 1972
levels during the study period of the next 15 years.
. Public hearings will be held: Aug. ~ in Las Vegas, Nev.; Aug. Tin Grand
Junction, Colo.; Sept. 3 at Price, Utah. Copies of the fuD report may be
purcbased for $5 fromlvsl Goslin, secretary, Colorado River Basin Salinity
Control Forum, 355 S. 4th East, Sslt Lake City, Uta1l8411l. The Environ·
mentsl Protection Agency last year iasued a rellU1!'tioD requiring the 8tates -
of the Colorado River Basin to adopt water quality standards. The'stan·
dards are to be submitted to the EPA for approvsl by Oct. 18. '!be salinity
problem bas been worsening for several year s,

" . .
Above, the Needles.overJook in the Canyonlands National Park, throuab

which the Colorado Riv ... runs. Photo by Jack McLe1lan

W~ast B rnAb! -'Roundup-
Industry pleas shape Montana air regs
A recent decision by the Montana Board of Health on air regulations is touted as a

major victory for industry. The board adopted only six of the 16 rules recommended by
the MontanaHealth Department, tabling or killing nearly all the proposals that would
toughen air quality standards, In an analysis by Charles S. Johnson printed in the
Billings Gazette, the decision was attributed to one-sided testimony, concern over
economic effects and over too many regula tions, and the present composition of the
board. At the air hearings in March and May , only industry and labor officials testified
for the public. An environmental engineer with the Health Department said that
environmentalists are apparently more concerned with land use and coal development.
"The air pollution movement has probably losta little ofthe glamour it had four or five
years ago," he said. Industry representatives who testified said the regulations would
require costly adjustments. Conoco threatened to close its Billings refinery if new
standards were adopted. The board tabled the oil refinery emission recommendation '.~

Ranchers challenge BlM boards
A group of Nevada ranchers has filed suit against the Bureau of Land Management

(ELM) challenging the BLM's interpretation of federal grazing laws, .especially the
.composition o( advisory boards. In the past, district grazing boards composed of ran-
chers and.one wildlife representative have recommended who would use grazing lands.
The BLM now is in the process of appointing multiple use advisory boards at the
national, state, and district level. The new boa-rds will include several representatives
of various interests, including grazing, depending upon the resources of the particular
area. For example, the Montana BLM Multiple Use Advisory Board includes represen-
tatives of environmental concerns, recreation, wildlife, non-energy miperals. energy
minerals, state government, forestry, and livestock. The ranchers claim the old boards
are still legally active so they filed suit in U.s. District Court in Reno, according to
Land Use Planning Reports.
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USFSTAGS BEAVER CREEK SPORTS SITE
The regionsl forester's designation of Beaver Creek as a Winter Sports

Site has been upheld by the chief of the National Forest Service, John R.
McGuire. However, at the same time, McGuire granted a one year .delay in
approvsl of the special use permit for the ski area. He slso indicated that he
expects another environmentsl impact statement will he required. Vail
Associates bought the Beaver Creek site in Colorado in 1972. Its de:velop-
ment became a major campaign issue in the go:vemor's race in. 1974 (see
HCN, Jan. 31, 1975); Gov. Dick Lamm views the Forest Service delay as a
victory in his efforts to expand the state's role in federsl decisions affecting
Colorlldo. The president of Vail Associates,. Hichard Peterson, says he is
pleased with the approval of the site des;g.,ation and thathe had no quarrel
with McGuire's one year delay. However, het~ that requiring another
environmentsl impact statement i.s"l'l'dundsnt," according to the ROCKY
MOUNTAIN NEWS. MeanwhilF, Sen. Floyd Haskell (D-Colo.) is planning
hearings.in Colorado this fsll on seversl problems related to ski rates and to
the permit system fQr ski areas on Nationw Forest land.
The map above shows. potentisl and existing ski ....cas in Colorado. MaP.

courtesy of the DENVER POST.

Mid-State Project benefits questioned
A group of landowner. is charging that moat Of the land to be benefited by the

Mid-State Reclamation Project would he ruined for agricultural use after the project's
completion, because it would be either inundated from the top by the reservoir itself or
would be waterlogged from the bottom up by rising water tables. The landowners,
Mid-State Irrigators, Inc., say the U.s. GeoIogicsl Survey estiIDates that 49,000 acres
Would be waterlOgged, in addition to the 51,000 acres that would be inundated by tha
reservoir. That sum is two-thirds of the total 140,000 acres that the Bureau ofReclama-
tion claims wou1li he served by the project. Mid-State Reclamation Project involves a
diversion dam helow r-fngton, Neb. The dam diverts waters of the Platte River
through a canal north of Kearney, Neb .., and into several reservoirs and smaller
impoundments. Another Geological Survey study indicates the Platte might be dry
below the dam much of the time ..The Platte is impcirtant for~migrating wate!'fowl 88

well as bald eagle and white-tail deer.

Briefly noted .' . .
. Under a new Nebraska law, localities that fail to enforce 74lning and subdivision
regulations will forfeit that land use power to county governments. ·Counties with
cities of over 5,000 population are required to prepare and enforce compreberisive land
use plans under the law (LB 317), which does not'become effective until July I, 1977,·
according to Land Use Planning Reports.

About 400 wild horaes from central N.wada will be f1'aJ!splanted into foster homes
from New Harnpshire to Hawaii this year. The Bureau of Land Management isremov-
ing the hol'lle8 from the Stone Cabin Valley because rioverpOpulation which is damq-
iag the wnge, a BLM lijIOkesman ~d. _ 'j

"



14-High Coimtr,y News - Aug. 1, 1975

This past week up here at the cabin, I bave had the
feeling that I'm occupying a ring side seat ata very special
show produced by Mothsr Nature. The birds have cooper-
ated with the flora and fauna and yes, even the weather,
to create this spectac:ular.
Spring came very, late this year, but has made a valiant

effort to catch up. Now, at the very end of July, June's
fragrant wild roses are blooming with gay abandon aniid
the blue columbipe and flax. The pale yellow dandelions
in the meadow bave been replaced by deep yellow of
mule's-ear, dotted hete and there by red paintbrush and
dark blue larkspur. Tall clumps of green gentian are
tipped with creamy-white. spikes. All the colors seem'
especially vivid ~ perhaps because they .are cleansed
almost.daily by afternoon thunder showers ..
The sound of distant thunder adds drama, but most of

the sound effects for this show are created bY the birds.
There's one little fellow who lives high in the treetop at
the side of the porch ..Each morning and evening he fills
the air with his cheerful melody, but is so-elusive that I
have been unable to see or identify him. Then 'there's the
tiny golden,.crowned kinglet who has a nest in a niche
, over the porch: Shefhtsnervcusly from nest to'tree, to the'
nearby electric wire, and back to the nesCI think.that
surely her eggs must be' hatched by now, but can see no
signs of movement in the nest. Maybe it's the lateness of
spring - or maybe she's just the nervous type.
There's a yellow-bellied-aapaucker who adds an occa-

sional drumbeat on the side of the utility pole across the
road, and a couple of days ago some of his relatives paid us
a visit. We were sitting under the trees back 'of the house
when we heard a strange.almost coomgsound, and saw a
flash ofblack and white and russet, The bird landed on the
trunk of a tree and, naturally, immediately disappeared
. from sight by hopping to the other side of thetree. I picked
up the binoculars lind waited for him to return to my side
of the tree trunk.but he had ditferent.ldeas, He flew to lhe
aspens across the way where, to our delight, he joined
several others like him who flitted busily fro'm trees to the
ground and back. They stayed long enoughfor 'us to get a
good look, so we were able to find them in tire bird book-
red-shafted flick~rs. ;' .
The c1owns.ofthe show are thetiny striped chipmunks

and the larger grey squirrels. One little chipmunk seeins
to think he's a bird. He sits on ahigh branch and adds his
squeaky voice. to the songbirds; morning ser~nade. And
the mother squirrel scolds loudly as her youngsters race
almost carele~ly near us.
For me, the main, a"raction h3;S beep-the deer. For

years we've enjoyedwat.ehing~Mm feed along the willows'
in the meadow, b~.t thiSsumrrier'tne)T"often 'graze near the
house. "We.don't even need the binoculars 'to .gee the
beauty of their tawny hides, or tHe graceful, mpvement as
they Iift-thj>i.rheads to lislen. . .
We've spe<;ula.ted a bit about why they seem: tamer this

,urn mer. It's been cool, so maybe they don't. need the
·hade of the wUloios. Or perhaps the'rai~s have'kept the·
,p,·ass.near the houSe.aS fresh as that by the creek. Then,
too, this is the ~ohd SUQ1merthat the deveioper~' power
saws and bull~ozels have been silenced; .and, that may
ha~e somethiDg~t:6~dowith it. There',s.someihi~~ else, too!
whIch may be very. far-fe,tched. Last fall 'someone brought
'p' a portable. pb,onqgraph, and sinai we ~limloy music,
rhere is ofte,,~~~~imd ofit wafuilg:tJu'.o~gp the open
doors. Could .i1tC'~~at the deer ellitW It;~1(~1twould
make an int~i:.j'sti~ .experiment!,. ',',. '\!:.';<. , 0

I wonder "'7'IIb!:l/IIu thmk theYd.p:eefet;~ahms - or
FI dC .... 1· '· ." " , .....
oy ra~.r:';;f.f",)· ".;: I:' • '~'r

, '''' ." ."1." ',' ,t: ;;1' ;'!"; ),'\' ..

.,
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. 'sGLAR DEALERSHIPS~;
Sunglow Solar.Srfsteins, Inc. is seekiJigdea\"";' to market
our solar furnace in the,states of Wy~mirtg and Montana.
~CeRiaet:Bob -.o_lIe {S93)''!64-5242, mornings. < . ,< _
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~TheBig Wqods
by Ellis.Lucia, Doubleday" Company;Inc., Garden
City, New York, 1975. $12.911, hard <rover, 222 page..
Photographs.

The Green Desert - that's what glum pioneers called
thethick forests of Oregon and Washington. To them, the
tangle of oversized trees and brush was a nuisance. Mas-
ses of giant weeds stood in the way of their idea of prog-
ress. Then the'Californie gold rush inflated timber prices,
. and overnight The Green Desert because what continues
to be the area's richest treasure.
The Big Wnods is an. account of the resulting changes

in attitudes and technology in the forests of the North-
west, from the crude lumbering days of the 19th century
down to the smooth computerized operations of modem
times. In the early days the mammoth trees defied the
handling techniques used in the East. Hence, the region .
either spawned or perfected inventions and techniques
that now have universal application: chain saws, mobile -
spar poles, andlogging with balloons. Railroad buffs will
take special ~e!ight in Lucia's-chapters on lumbermen's .:
uses of locomotives, which hauled out timber over shaky
toothpick trestles and were so unpredictable, some "
.gmmpy loggers swore, that they ran as often over the
ground as they did on the badly laid tracks.
There's a great deal here 'on the social and political

history of thenation as encapsulated in the rough-and-
tumble logging camps and communities of the West
Coast. Like the cowboy, the logger, though highly skilled
and performing an invaluable service under dangerous
conditions, was a cheap commodity, He was treated ac-
cordingly. Almost every month in the woods he saw one of"
his buddies cut in half by a lashing 'cable or crushed by a _
"rolling log. Trying to escape his memories on a binge in
town, he was easily robbed, then perhaps dump"ed in a
nearby river to join the logs heading for the mill. Chapter
N is a picture of the transient logger's brutalized exis•
tence on the fringes of the underworld - a disturbing
ecetrast to the atmosphere of'the better parts of towns
like Portland, where the timber barons iived with their
families amid tree-lined streets and rattling teacups. '1

One of the biggest changes in forestry resulted from the
Tillamook Burn of 1933. Up until then, most people ac-
cepted forest fires as inevitable. As with so many things in
the n~tion's affairs, it took a disaster to shock people into
a different perspective. In two weeks the Tillamook fire
devastated 220,000 acres, an area half the size of Rhode
'sland, containing enough choice timber to supply all the
sawmills in the country for a year. The story of the first
massive-efforts at fire prevention and reforestation, l~dby

Oregon forester Ed Schroeder fighting-to break down
public prejudices, lends a dramatic subplot to the book ..
The Big Wooda is valuable for its information. Mr.

."Lucia, however, tends to romantieize from a distance
what was eruel and brutal in its time. Like" bright-eyed
high school boy admiring his hen:l~s, he tends to gloss over
the greed of the timber interests. While admitting they
went overboard on occasion in their desire for "progress,"
according to him the environmentalists are "do-gooders"
who want to "lock up" all the forests for their own mis-
guided pleasure. Ignoring the cut-and-run record of the
industry and the influence of its monied lobbyists in
Washington, he innocently professes not to understand
why the conservationists "aimply don't trust the timber-
men." All of which has a tinny ring. Nonetheless, there is
enough genuine history here to make the book worth"
while for the person whose blood pressure can tolerate the
glib spots. Review by Peter Wild

Majestic
Jade

announces its

Bicentennial

Jewelry Collecti?n,

Jewelrycommemoratilig the United States
bicentennial. The pendant Ilictured is the first
of the series.·

/

Each of the six jewelry items is essentially
handmade in processes requiring several steps.
All items.wi11 be produced.in Sterling Silver and

0) - each will bear an official leg~nd of origin,
" This is a limited edition; if orders re,ceived ex-
ceed certain numbers, we reserve the right 10
limit their acceptance. ' ,

l'
Bicentennial p,mdimt $29.95

o •

Please enter my applica tiori for the.
bicentennial . pendant. . " .
NaIne"~:""""""""'I"""" : : ~ .
Address ..; " .
State .: :..: : : , .
Zip ;.: , : .

(add 90¢ sales tax)
Mail 'cheek or IJ;loney order to:
Majestic Jade; Box 1507-N,

, ., ,., I.liverton, VjY._., , !.l~:iQt" :......•• ", . -
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•THEYARE BEiNGSLAUGHfEREI? TO EXTINCIJON BYJAPANESE AND 50VIEfWHALERS

BOYCOTT JAPANESE PRODUCTS
SUCH AS CARS, MOTORCYCLES, TELEVISIONS, STEREOS, CAMERAS

PONT FLY JAPANESE AIR LINES
PONT BUY RUSSIAN FURS ANP VOPKA

. The great whales are being ruthlessly hunted to extinction by Japanese and_
Soviet whalers. Their vast whaling fleets use airplanes. helicopters and sonar to
chese down the terror-stricken whales, then qrenede-tjpped harpoons blow up
the whales in agonizing death. Every 14 minutes another of these gentle,
intelligent animals dies. ...,',

The Japanese whaling companies are owned and controlled by the great
,manufacturing and trading companies that produce and market the vast array
of Japanese products sold in America. For example, Nissan Motor Co., the'
maker of Datsun cars and trucks, has mejorwhefinq interests. Niss.an's
insurance affiliate, Nissan fire and Marine Insurance, is the largest stockholder
in Nippon Suisan, Japan's biggest ~haling qernpeny. Nissan and the rest of the
Japanese business community have done nothing to halt the whale slaughter,
Between them, the Japanese and Soviet whalers account for 85% of the annual
whale kill. "

YOU CAN HELP'SAVE THE WHALES BY REFUSING TO PURCHASE
ANY JAPANESE AND RUSSIAN PRODUCTS UNTIL JAPAN AND THE SO\tlET
UNION AGREE TO STOP, WHALING.

Why are whales still kUled} To make petfood, fertilizer, soap. cosmetics.
mink food and lubricating oil. How "civilized" is mankind to wipe out these
magnificent mammals for such selfish purposes?

More than 2,000.000 whales have been killed
in the past 5'0 years, The economics of whaling
, are the economics of extinction, Species after
species of whales has been driven to commercial
extinction, one step from biological extinction,
The blue whale, the greatest creature ever to live
on Earth, was so overhunted that scientists now
believe it will nev,er reqenerete.

I

J,

I
"

THE "BOYCOTT €AMPAIG-N IS SUPPORTED BY THESE C0':4SERVATION GROUPS:

National Audubon Society National Wildlife Federation SierraClub
Friends of the'Earth Society for Animal Pretecuse- TheFund for Animals,
Environmental Defense Fund - Legislation TheWilderness-SOciety·
Humane Society of the United States NewYork Zoological Society RareAnimal Relief Effort
Environmental Policy Center NaUonal Parks and Conservation Environmentar Action
Explorer sClub Environment Assoc. Defenders of Wildlife
Committee Ce,nterfor Science in the Public Animal Welfa,-, Institute'

nterest "
.:

Modern whaling is a savage, ruthless exercise. nothing like the romantic
days of 19th-century whaling. Here is an eyewttness.descriptlon of modern
whaling by Dr. Harry Lillie, who sailed as a ship's surgeon:

"The present-day hunting harpoon Is .. horrible 150-pound wel\pon
carrying an explosive head which bursts generally in Ihe whale's intestines,
and Ihe sight of one of these creatures pouring blood and gasping along on
the surface, towing a 4OG-ton catching vessel by a heavy harpoon rope, is
pitiful. So often an hour or more of torture is inflicted before the agony, ends
10 death." "..

SAYONARA wHALEs -
The fate of the great whales was foreseen more than a century ago by

Herman Melville. The author of the whaling classic "Moby Dick" wrote: "The
moot point is, whether Levjathan can long endure so wide a chase, and so
remorseless a havoc; whether he must not at last be exterminated from the
waters, and the last whale, like theIast man, smoke his last pipe, and then him-

. self evaporate in the final puff."
Jacques Cousteau, the famed French

oceanographer. writes: "Our century, as it turned
out, was much more destructive to the whales
than the period ot the great romantic hunts .
as described in the work of Herman Melville,A
hundred years ago, a whaler's three-year
expedition netted him 37 whales. Today, a
whaler's modern weapons and fast boats give him
one whale a day, and sometimes three or four.

"The only creatures on earth that have
bigger-and maybe better-brains than humans
are the Cetacea, the whaies and dolphins ..Perhaps
they could one day tell us something)mportant,
but it is unlikely that we will hear it Because we
are coldly, efficiently and economically killing
them off."

NEXT: THE GRAY WHALES?
The whalers may soon aim their deadly

harpoons at the California gray whales, the only
species protected by special international treaty.
New classifications by the International Whaling
Commission would allow renewed killing ofthe
gray whales, The Japanese IWC deiegation has

..,..~ '""""already-been claiFFliAg4he rignUo:.:h"arvest':':"the
gray whales. And a representative of. the Taiyo THEWHAI:ES -f-rb I')~,q"r I"'; I ;'~U-'" ·'-:M1 ~" i
Fishery Gp" one of the major Japanese wli~lers., .. < '

recently made inquiries in California and Mexico NEED YOOR HELP
about setting up whaling stations in the lagoons of Please support the boycott, If a product
Baja California, The magnificent spectacle of the says MADE IN JAPAN or MADE IN U.S.S.R.,
annual gray whale migration, enjoyed by millions don't buy it. Purchase goods made elsewhere.-
of Americans, could become another ghastly Tell merchants WHY you are boycotting Japanese
slaughter. , • ' and Russian products and urge them to stock

Japan and the Soviet Union have defied unanimous appeals by the United goods made in other countries, '.
Nations, in 1972, 1973 and 1974, for a ten-year moratorium on whaling, The Teil your friends aboutlhe plight of the whales and how they can help.
U.N, Food and Agriculture Organization last year issued this pessimistic report: The more people who act NOW, the sooner we can halt the slaughter that is
"It is not realistic to presume (the whalers) will ensure either the maintenance driving the great whales to extinction. The fate of the great whales must be
or even the continued existence of a whale stock. It pays to exploit a resource decided by mankind, not bya greedy few. Extinction is the ultimate crime
(the whales) excessively heavily, even to extinction. and not ona sustainable against Nature.
basis." You can help save the whalt;.s and publicize the boycott campaign by

.Japen and the Soviet Union have consistently opposed whale conservation maklng'a TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION to the Save The Whales
measures adopted by the International Whaling Commission. When the IWC set Campaign. If you believe In this effort, please give generously.
reduced whaling quotas in 1973, the Japanese and Soviets defied them, New For a donation of $10 or more. you will receive a beautiful four-color
IWC quotas sel recently merely perpetuate the needless whale slaughter. .'lithographed 'print (14" • 18"), suitable for framing, of the Sei Whales above

Congress is now considering legislation to brin~ economic pressure to ~'?~!!J':.?":'i~i~~ £~~~dy~:e~~~e;!~~s!. ~:!'~~~,~~__~ --,_.__
, bear against the whalers. Rep. Alphonzo Bell of Cali ornia has lntroducede ,PLEASE SEfiD ME MORE IflFO.MAnON ABOUT WHALES AflD HOW ICAN HELP PREVENT
bill (H,J. Res. 448) in the House calling for the immediate embargo of the' THEIR EXTlflCTION. 54 .~
products of ail foreign enterprises engaged in commercial whaling. The ' ' ::w-
embargo threat is aimed at the Japanese and Soviet fishing/whaling enterprises Na",e , ~

'. that each year export to the U.S. more than $100 million worth of tuna, halibut, Addre.. ~
salmon. crab, oysters and caviar. .: , . 'Cit St t -------ZIp R

. Sen. Warren Magnuson of Washington has introduced sirn i1arembargo Y,-- a eEnclosed please find $ ~ to help the camruoign10,save the whales. -
legislation (S,J. Res. 81 lin the Senate, ' .--t<.

In.response to the whalers' defiance. every mal'or American conservation, Pteesesend me free: 0 bumper sticker 0 button 0 ~tltion 0 poster •....
environmental and humane group has J' olned to ca I for a boycott of Japanese Please send me 0 color whele print <$10minimum don.tlon) ..

{Make checks payable to Animal Welfare Institute) .,
anc;lSoviet products. Until the whale slaughter is stopped, the boycott campaign '
will be:pursued a'nd PlJolicized in all Japanese and Soviet markets.' ~N..!..~.!:.!..E.!:.F~~EJ.I!S!I!.U.!E~;.Q~~2~Q..~~~~~:...oS::.~?.C2.r~t~~~e~s.J>!!!:.
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AutotnobDes
TOYOTA
Union Bank Tower
Suite 1200
21515 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance, Cal. 90503
DATSUN
lB50 1S. Figueroa SI.
Carson, Cal. 90744
MAZDA MOTORS

I 60 New England Ave,
Piscataway, N.J. 08854
SUBARO
7040 Central Highway
Industrial Park
Airport Circle ,-.
Pennsauken. N.J. 08110

Cameras
CANON
3113 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, Cal. 90010
NIKON
Nippon Kogaku
623 SrewartAve.
Garden City, N.Y, 11530
MINOtTA
200 ParkAve. S.
New York; N.Y. 10003
PENTAX
Honeywell, lric.
550 IS.Broadway ,
Littleton, Colo. 80120

Cosmetics
SHISEIDO
540 Madison Ave.
New York, N.Y. 10022

.. ~.," ;.:~~'-', ,-."",-~-... ",,. ... ;;; ....

Motorcycles & Bicycles'
HONDA
100W.A10ndraBlvd.
Gardena.Cal. 90247 .
YAMAHA
6600 Orangettiorpe .
BuenaPark, Cal. 90602
KAWASAKI
1062McGaw Ave.
SantaAna, Cal. 9;!705
SUZUKI .
13767Freeway Dr.
SanreFeSprings, Cal. 90670
FUJI BICYCLES
T6shoku America, Inc.
551 Fifth Ave.
NewYork; N.Y. 10017

SCHWINN BICYCLES
(Distributor), " . ,
, 1856 N. Kostner Ave.
·Chicilgo,lI1.1XJ639 '

'Air Lines
JAPAN AIR LINES
655 Afth Ave.
New York, N.Y. 10022
. JAPANTOURISTOFFICE
45 Rockefeller Plaza '
New York, N.Y. 10020

TIres
BRIDGESTONE
16921 S. Western Ave.
Gardena. Cal. 90247

Watches
SEIKO
640 FIfth Ave.
NewYork,N.Y.
10019

Liquor
SUNTORllNrL
551 FIfth Ave.
New,York, N.Y. 10011
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'~~€I-.if::Mer~ritt:~~~he:~leaels-)frcim,~~befl,ih(:l""
by Mar,j ..... Ambler

"I think that mOBt <L us who work closely with Clif
would tIIlIn:h into Hen to do a wildernlll8 study on ififhe
.asked,' says Dave Foreman <L Clifton R.Merritt, western
regional director fur the Wilderness Society.
That remark likely catches anyone by surprise who has

met Merritt but not worked with him. Merritt is a quiet,
almost gruff-seeming man - not a person with the sort of
charisma that one would expect to inspire the dedication
that the sta1f feels. Not only wo!1ld they be willing to
march into Hell to do a wilderness study" but they also
wouldn't be surprised if he aaked them to go - if he
became convinced that there waa a resource there that
needed to be protected.
It's thisaing1e~minded dedicatioo, this "visionary kind

<L view of wilderness' that staff members say make Mer~
ritt a radical in theireyes and that make him fu"';';dable
to the Forest Service, despite his low-key, gentle manner.
"He'll go to a meeting with one of the agencies and sit

there for half an how; and just talk about .wilderness
'values - and they can't do anything but listen to him,"
according to Amy Mazza-8choll, a volunteer wilderness
worker.
Th~ Forest Service and other agencies have been listen-

ing to Merritt for 11 years in his present role as director
and many years before that as a researcher and citizen
activist. H~ started with the western regional office in
1964, gaining jurisdiction over all Wilderness Society
activities west of the Mississippi the same year that the
Wilderness Act was passed. Consequently, he can be ere-
dited with helping to protect most 'all of the areas in the
West which are now classified as wilderness.

His leadership philosophy does not put him on the bat-
tle front carrying the banner for each fight. "Oftentimes,
one can lead best from behind," he says. This philosophy, .
too, may help explain thededicationhisstafffeels for him.
"He's an atypical environmental leader. Many of them
are l1aany and full of fire and hrimstone. CHfis one of the
best people I have known at motivating people positively.
He gives each person responsibility to the_degree he can
handle it - even if they-think they can't," according to
Roger Scholl, Wilderness Society staffmember in Denver.

NEED FOR EDUCATION

curMerritt - gruff appearing, but "a
genius at inspiring his co-workers and
his staff With zeal and love of the bat-
tle."

destroyed by such development, we can only conclude that
commercial useis minimal,'! Merritt says. !

However, Merritt says that often conservation organi-
zations have difficulty reaching the public with this type
of information about wilderness because the organiza-
tions are seldom notified about meetings.
"'We are told the meetings are just for local people -

that we'll get our chance to comment in the draft en-
vironmental impact statements," he says. "But it's been

...... - .

our experience that the agency has airesdy made up its
mind by that point." .

NEED FOR FIELJ;I OFFICES
"Inlormed local public citizens are the natioo's best

assurance that our natural resources will be used prop-
erly," he says. This is one reason Merritt believes that
conservation organizations such as the Wilderness Soci-
ety, which is based in Washington, D.C., need offices as
close as possible to the resource issues.
Merritt lias had to argue this point with the national

headquarters. "The national office doesn't question the
. need for a field office," he explains, "There'sjust a lack of
funds." The society did have to lay off some field workers
last summer when it suffered economic difficulties
brought on by the nation's recession. Now, in addition JO
the main office in Denver, there are representatives in
WYOllling (Bart Koehler), New Mexico (Dave Foreman),
and soon in Idaho' (Dan Lechefsky). The society is also
seeking to replace an Oregon representative who recently
quit.
Merritt sees the biggest challenge ahead as getting·

proper consideration for roadless areas on both Bureau of
Land Management and Forest Service lands. For this, the
field representative program as well as informational
programs with local citizens are essential, he thinks.
He explains that there are thousands of roadless acres

which were not selected in 1973 for further study as poesi-
ble wilderness areas. The Forest Service said the addi-
tional areas would be studied before they would be de-
yeloped. However, Merritt says there are "extremely few
cases where the Forest Service has -given meaningful
consideration to them." -
Any successes with this and other challenges" come

largely because ofMerritt's leadership abilities combined
with the talents ofthe staff and volunteers he works with.
"In his quiet, unobtrusive way, he is a genius at in~-]:ir~~:",~.....,,~

ing his co-workers and his staff with zeal and love of the
battle," according to Mardy Murie, long-time Wyoming..
conservationist. f/,

HI~H COUNTRY NEWS will not be pu blished on the regular p~blishi.ng day ~f August 15,1975~. ,.
We will be back August 29, renewed by some first-hand experrences in the high country. ~

Dear Frienas I

It seems that one of the occupational hazards of being a
full-time environmentalist is that you have no time to get
"out and appreciate the natural world you're fighting to
protect. We're luckier than many since at least we can do
our work here in Lander, at the foot of the Wind River
Mountains. But we still like to get away, so we will skip
one .issue each year to do it.
When we come back, we will be full of new ·stories,

pictures, and, hopefully, new energies to invest in your
paper,

-the editors-

In the I'ews
Wheatland
a corrununity look.§
to its future 1

His notoriety with the Forest Service can be attributed
to his persistence. Merritt stresses the value of knowing
the fsets and of educating others prior to meetings with Ranchers are an independent breed. They can't get
the Forest Service on wilderness. "Some Forest Service together on anything, they tell us. They mind their. own
people thought it was an insult to their management business and let their neighbor mind his. .
abilities to pass the Wilderness Act," he says, although he So how did they get together with conservationists in
adds that there are others within the Forest Service Ser- Wh tl d W ?ea an, yo ..
. vice who do support wilderness. Perhaps it happened in Wheatland and in a number of
He says the Forest Service will sometimes provide in- other places around the West, because environmentalists

correct information about howwilderness can be used and show some of the same independent inclinations. We
- what the alternatives are. For example, the Forest Ser- come to meetings, abit reluctantly, because we know it is
vice may push at community meetings for support of necessary to make our voices heard. We agree on many
back.country designation instead of wilderness. "How- .basic. conservation issues, but are miles apart on topics
ever, in the U.S. today, to my knowledge, there's never like welfare, war, and political parties. We display amaz-
been one hackcountry designation. 'Backcountry' is not ing differences in style, too. Some show up at meetings
provided for in the Forest Service manual; there's nothing smartly dressed and some look like refugees from Drop
thatsayswhatitislindwhatitprovid~sfor,"Merrittsays. City. Some eat sunflower seede and 80rne eat steak. Some
·Citizens in the oommunitie. around the areas being sre people of property and some own little more than a

considered need to become informed and involved in .the used bicycle.
multiple use process. They need to know what the Wil: Yet we continue to work on issues of common interest. -

The people, as well as the iS$ues, become a binding force, Iderness Act and the Multiple Use Act say," Merritt says.
strangely enough. We come to relish our diversity.

Wilderness designation does not "lock up' the land for a With this kind ofbackground. ifs not surprising to find
single use, as 80me people say. It is part of the multiple the maturi'ng western conservation movement broaden~
use principle; it still serves recreation, scenic, historic, iug "its base. Sometimes 'the negotiations are difficult.
and educational purposes as well as grazing, wildlife, snd Both sides. must be willing to tolera te each others' differ.
as a watershed. ences of opinion on peripheral issues. But of prime impor-
Wilderness decisions aren't as suijective as many pea:- tance are th .. th\ng~ We.bave in ~olJlmon ..With western

pie think, he says. "Wjldernessclassification is a for!D-of· r~ t!1~'t11iil@':lii'e oo"",el')l_about clean air,-clean
la!J.dusepIannfug. If timber or other commodity values of w~~li!1lf'~llii\OiHfI): ..spW..We~ittealso esiabl~illg
a given roadIe .. area ate niiiiimal'liIld Wilderness values l~:~t~'i!i!!!,:~~lfu ;la,Iioi'",."Y.itli.indepe:nllexitoil
are paramount, ordinarily" proper land use p~nning men, wi~ social workers, with coal workers in the East,
would dictate that the srea be set aside for wilderness 'and other in~reBt grouPS;"", "~'.' r '. ~~, .... "

pUl'l"?"..,ht lIP area w\lf'1!'P~(ei~~I~~: When. th<l;.,»eed is. great .enou!Jh?>people of all ~in~.. 4.';

sotutes sre.in~c#ed h~ the..Wi~~,~ety. 'p~. rally wgi;tJi:fwflght. ¢oa1ftfo~'U,intloradly formfd for
for wn.d~~~ti,.. Illit, fOl' example,if >t cOsts specificfpurposes, are an essential political tactic with
more t,,.-f)und ro«as mto an area than can be gamed fascinating human side effects.
through timbering, and at the same time the area Has * ,*, .. I
substantial Wilderness and wildlife ""lues tliat would ~·~~\,Jij~;:;===~~====~k=~~:i=~~i:=~=i;==:==~:=.=::::;:=;;~~:::::::=O===::=~=;=~====~
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