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One more ski development or undeveloped skiing?

Ski Yellowstone forces choice

by Mike Cross

Montana has something big brewing. An idea proposed
by the Montana Wilderness Association could sweep the
nation, setting a precedent for environmental action
everywhere.

At imsue is Ski Yellowstone, a proposed real estate de-
velopment and ski area just west of Yellowstone National
Park. On 1,000 acres of private land between Mt. Hebgen
and Hebgen Lake, Ski Yellowstone, Inc., wants to build
695 condominiums, 254 single family residences, 375
units for overnight lodging, a shopping mall, lounges,
cafes, a marina, stables, and lots more.

The developers have also asked the U.5. Forest Service
(FS) for special permission to cut ki runs and to place 13
chair lifts, a gondola, roads, and a day center on 6,932
acres of public land on Mt. Hebgen.

Everything was following the developer’s plan until a
few months ago when a citizeng' group, the Montana
Wilderness Association (MWA), stepped in. After a brief
look, the organization saw Ski Yellowstone for what it
really was — an extravagant use of natural resources and
energy; a partially planned, second home subdivizion that
threatened watershed, wilderness, and wildlife, includ-
ing the disappearing grizzly bear.

The Ski Yellowstone proposal itself isn't unique — or
even uncommon. Similar schemes are underway all ac-
ross the scenic Rockies. But when MWA members sat

down to decide what to do about the development, some-
one did come up with something unique — a better idea.

Instead of just opposing the development, the MWA
reacted positively and suggested a non-mechanized
winter recreation area as a reasonable alternative to Ski
Yellowstone. The group recommended setting aside
20-30,000 acres (including Mt. Hebgen) exclusively for
non-mechanized, non-consumptive winter sports such as
cross country skiing, snowsheeing, and snow camping.
The proposal doesn't cover summer sue, but MWA volun-
teers predict hiking, backpacking, rock climbing, hunt-
ing, and other sports will remain popular.

On July 4, 1974, the MWA made its intentions official
by applying for a Special Use Permit from the F'S to make
a feasibility study of the project. They informally re-
cruited experts in many fields to help with the study.
Everything was set — only the FS permit was needed.

Permission to study a proposed use of federal land was
apparently semi-routine, so MWA workers didn't expect
any problem. However, the FS cast out the first stumbling
block by initially denying the study permit.

The MWA objected, noting that Ski Yellowstone, Inc.,
was granted a similar study permit on the same day they
applied. Months of correspondence followed, but to no
avail.

By requesting this permission, the MWA has asked the
FS to wait until June 30, 1975, before it begins environ-
mental assessment of any other use of this public land —

and especially Ski Yellowstone. The group feels its study
would be an invaluable part of any environmental state-
ment for this area. But apparently, the FS won't wait for
it. ]

In frustration, the MWA appealed the decision from the
Hebgen Ranger District to Gallatin National Forest
Supervisor Lewis E. Hawkes. The MWA wasn't exactly
optimistic about the upcoming decision, though. Hawkes
has already remarked, "Everyone knows (the MWA prop-
osal) is nothing but a blocking action.”

Faced with this, the environmental group charges that
the F'S is ignoring its responsibility to recognize all feasi-
ble uses of the land in question. "Since the FS won't even
consider our alternative proposal,” notes Rick Applegate,
leader of this MWA effort, “we can only assume that they
are moving towards approving Ski Yellowstone.”

Shortly theresdfter, though, the FS did indeed grant a
special study permit. The public agency insisted that they
couldn't grant two special use permits for the same area,
In his letter, Hawkes said he had asked Ski Yellowstone
developers if they wanted the MWA to study this public
land. Not surprisingly, Ski Yellowstone declined. So the
FS allowed the MW A to only study the publicland around
the development site.

Granted, MWA members would prefer to see Ski Yel-
lowstone refused, but still, they consider their idea much
more than a "blocking action.” Some members even callit

(continued on page 4)
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Letters

MILKWEED ALERT

Dear HCN,

I'm pleased that you're covering the wild foods picture,
but not pleased by the context in which your two authors
are presenting the information. While giving good recipes
for Asclepias speciosa, showy milkweed (see HCN,
4-25-75, page 9), they failed to note that many of the
milkweeds in the West are poisonous and that a beginner
could easily misidentify them or assume that all milk-
weeds are edible. What works in the Boulder, Colo., area
as "easily recognizable” might not hold true elsewhere
where speciosa is absent or co-existent with other
Asclepias. Have someone check plants like that.

Gary Nabhan
Tucson, Ariz.

PLANS FOR WILDERNESS

‘Dear High Country News people,

I am hoping you can provide some news emphasis for
the Great Bear (Mont,) Wilderness bill. The Senate hear-
ing was held May 20. Letters can be included in the
hearing record up to two weeks after the hearing.

The Great Bear effectively links the Bob Marshall Wil-
derness and Glacier Park into one magnificent northern
Rocky Mountain ecosystem. Aside from its scenic and
wilderness values, the significance of such an’ area is
immeasurable in promoting the survival of such species
as the mountain goat, wolverine, westslope cutthfoal
trout, northern Rocly Mountain timber wolf, and grizzly
bear. These creatures need wilderness to survive, and the
free-ranging wolf and grizzly need a large undisturbed
area if they are to recover their numbers.

We are encountering more opposition than we had ex-
pected on the bill. The timber people actively lobbied
against it ‘and the snowmobilers sent six delegates to
oppose it in Washington. This, despite the fact that most

of the Great Bear's timber is marginal and would require
fabulously expensive and environmentally disastrous
roads to exploit. This, also despite the fact that it is over-
whelmingly rugged, roadless country and of very little
potential to the snowmobilers.

Letters can be sent to Montana representatives or to the
hearings officers, Sen. Floyd Haskell (D-Colo.), Commit-
tee on Interior and Insular Affairs.

Sincerely vours,

Douglas H. Chadwick

Montana Wilderness Assn., Flathead Chapter
Swan Lake, Mont.

ASTONISHING COMPARISON

Dear HCN:

Russell Boulding's superior article on Western coal
leasing (HCN, April 25) allows for some astonishing com-
parisons between the lease cost of oil and coal, In Alaska,
oil companies paid $900 million for leases to what was
estimated as 15 billion barrels of oil. Since there are 5.8
million Btu (British termal units — a standardized meas-
ure of heating value) per barrel, we can easily figure that
each leaze-dollar bought 97 million Btu.

For Wvodalk coal, if we azssume there are 18 million Btu
per ton of coal, we ean caleulate using Boulding's figures
that each lease-dollar bought 23'%: billion Btu. That
means Alaska oilmen paid 243 times what Wyoming
strippers did for the rights to an equal amount of resource
If we then consider that reserves of Alaskan oil were lesz
sure than reserves of Western coal, and remember the
immense difficulty and éxpense of bringing Alaskan oil to
market, we realize just to what extent we were taken by
the coal leasers.

Singerely,
Charles Calef

Brookhaven National Laborator
UptoggN. XY .

One of the more rewarding featurés of moving to a
different climatic and geographic area is the changing
panorama of the natural world around you. The Northern
Rocky Mountain region which I came to know and loveso
well is distinctive. So iz the Pacific Northwest.

This 12 not to say that there aren’t certain similarities
Mountain and foothill terrain has somewhat the same
aspects. Many of the plants and animals vou ‘see are
cosmopolitan across the West. For instance, mule deer
browse in big sagebrush here as well as.in Wyoming or
Colorado.

But there are many outstanding, as well as subtle,
differences, too. And this is what makes it interesting to
someone who has always lived close to the land

Now that tints of spring are moving across.the broad
tapestry of the land, it is an excifing time. Each new
flgwer is greeted with awe and wonder, and each familiar
flower face is like a long-lost friend.

Last week, my son, Vie, came in to tell me of some pretty
vellow flowers in the upper part of the pasture. So we went
to see the vellow fritillaries which [ had only read about
before. {These oceurin the Rockies but I had never been in
the right place at the right time to see them in bloom.|
They are common here.

Curious about the other little vellow flower I saw so
abundant in the sagebrush along the highway between
here and Richland, Ore., I stopped to investigate one day,
I should have known it would be the sagebrush buttercup.
A Field Guide to Rocky Mountain Wildflowers
(Craighead, Craighead and Davis; Peterson Field Guidg
Series) says, “When this harbinger of spring is in full
bloom it gives the sagebrush flats a golden hue; eggs of
great horned owls are hatching, rockchucks are coming
out of hibernation, cock pheasants have established crow-
ing territories, and ruffed grouse are drumming. In Yel-
lowstone National Park it is the first showy flowers to

greet black and grizzly bears as they emerge from their
deep sieep of winter.”

As an added bonus I found myriads of the delicate,
little, pink springbeauty (Claytonia). It
favorites of early spring

Just in the last few days showy bunches of balsamroot
are also beginning to show up across the expanse of hills.
One of the species of biscuitroot, or desert parsley, shows
up in great numbers along the highway cutbanks. It is
there | also saw the first bluebells two weeks ago.

Several days ago Vic and I were searching for mus-
hrooms in the woods along a stream. We didn't find any
mushrooms, but God's flower patches are certainly com-
ing into their own there. A delicate flower which I can
only assume is Dutchman's breeches is already in full
bleom, But many curiousity-arousing leaves are poking
up through the leafy ground-thateh. I am going to go back
to those woods for a look at the flowers 44 they develop.

As spring progresses into summer we are looking for-
ward to occasional forays into the hills and mountains.
Oneof our reasons for being there will be the enjoyment of
seeing the beauties of wildflowers.

is one of m)

ZPG DISPUTE

Dear HCN:

I was dismayed by a news item published recently in
High Country News, entitled "Zero Growth for Some,”
which reported that West Germany, France, Canada, and
the Netherlands have all reached zero population growth
or negative population growth. There has been much con-
fusion on this issue and because the implications are so
great, I think that it should be cleared up,

According to the 1975 World Population Data Sheet,
published by the Population Reference Bureau, no coun-
try has a 0% or negative annual "Rate of Population
Growth.” Very simply, zero population growth is when
birth rates plus immigration equals death rates plus
emigration. While a few countries have hirth and death
rates that are equal or nearly =o, the effect of immigration
causes their population to increase vearly. Although this
Data Sheet is a'good general guide, you might notice that '
it uses U.N. projections and gives an average of the
1970-75 period. Thus, it is automatically outdated by
1975 and necessarily depends on opinion to some extent.

I looked into the latest available figures based on actual il
birth and death registrations and got the following fig-
ures based on those countries closest to ZPG and those
which were mentioned in the article. They are from a
report compiled jointly by the International Statistical
Program Center of the U.8. Bureau of the Census and the
Office of Population of the 1.5, Arency for International

Development, dated April 11, 1975 (Thev donot'inelud
net migration figures

Countries at or below . ZPG (not including riet migr
tion): East Germany {-.2 prowth rate); West Germany

rrowth rate); Luxemboure (21 ‘orowth r
Countries claimed by the National Institiite
mographic Studies to bé at ZP( ]
Crermany)! Franee
raté) Motherland

With iramipration vad

notably Canada ‘and West Gern
rate 1 much hi
'he two modst common mistakes made in reporting

progreis towards ZPG are; confusing this situation

replacement level fertility and not considering im

tion. Thus, alt

ported to be a

1974, the birth rate was
rate 9.1, givinga natuoral increase of
immigration of ¢

numbers. In

a9t Counting legal

pout 400,000 per vear, the growt

the 11.5. 15 over .7%, adding 1.6 million people each yeart

the population. While it is true that the U.S. has drog

1 . = - =t " T3 Fxp § wrerrses - 6 -
pelow replacement level fert I'|_- WIOIMEeN are avera

les=s than that average-of 2.1 chil o the built-ir
momentum of population growth still causes vea i
creases, and immigration levels would cause the popul
tion td groweven when the natural balance was achieve

[ hope vou'will consider printing the enclosed infor

tion compiled by the leading

recognized al

field. Assumpt t' this  important goal
reached gives a sense of unwarranted complacer
hinders efforts of those attempting to deal with the

population-feod-resources problem

Judy Senderowitz, director
Organization Liaison Division
The Population Institute
Washington, D.C

GOD’'S DOG

Dear News Stal,

Thank you for another vear of hard work and devetion.
You are all doing an admirable job in a field that seems to
be marred with a new pitfall daily.

I would like to recommend a new book I've just read.
Hope Ryden's, God’s Dog, is a profoundly beautiful and
enlightening book and should be read by all.

I believe we could all benefit from her knowledge of the
West's most maligned creature — the coyote,

Steve Garner
Casper, Wyo.
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greatest; the consumers will be paying rates for equip-

r-_-—__——-—'—-—————_?

The tremors of trepidation that many of us felt as we
listened to President Gerald R. Ford's energy and
economy message in January were warranted, as the
events of the spring in Washington are proving.

The word “balance” is a scary term when used by people
whose judgment we know differs from ours. Ford told us
then that he would sign a strip mining bill if it would
"strike a balance between our desires for reclamation and
environmental proteetion and our need to increase
domestic coal production substantially over the next ten
years.” Although some changes were made in the bill at
his request, it did not meet that balance, in his eyes, and
he vetoed the bill May 20. Now some conference commit-
tee members are angrily charging that the Administra-
tion is "falsifying” the figures on the unemployment and
reduction in coal production to result from the bill, and
Rep. Morris Udall (D-Ariz.) has scheduled a hearing on
the Administration's allegations prior to taking a vote on
overriding the veto.

The question of balance is also an issue at the hearings
now being held in both houses on amendments to the
Clear Air Act. Ford let us know in January that he consi-
dered the amendments necessary for a balance between
environmental and energy goals. Many of the amend-
ments provide for further federal pre-emption of stricter
state air quality controls. Already under the Energy Sup-
ply and Environmental Coordination Act, states and
localities are restricted from enforcing air regulations
against electric power plants that have been ordered by
the Federal Energy Administration to convert from oil or
natural gas to coal, according to Conservation Report.

Again, the figures used to explain the necessity for this
are being disputed. David Hawkins of the Natural Re-
sources Defense CouncilInc. testified against federal
pre-emption at Senate hearings. He said such pre-
emptions are unnecessary since the Federal Energy Ad-
ministration has recognized in a recent impact statement
on coal conversions that sufficient coal supplies and con-
trol technology would be available by 1980 to permit both
coal conversions and compliance with state air regula-
tions.

Through amendments, the Ford Administration is
seeking further control over states. Presently, Section
116 of the Clean Air Act permits states to adopt emission
limitations more stringent than those imposed by the
federal government. Several states have exercised that
authority. The Administration has proposed a Clean Air
Act amendment which would allow the federal govern-
ment to pre-empt such standards when it finds such ac-
tion "in the national interest.” The Administration would
like to extend compliance deadlines and disallow citizen
suits. The citizen suit proposal would prohibit citizens
from bringing suit against a polluter which is under a
state variance or a state or federal enforcement order.

A Pacific Power & Light Co. attorney, George D. Rives,
testified for the change, saying that standards set by the
Environmental Protection Agency are "adequate to pro-
tect public health and welfare.” He said several states,
including Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, Mon-
tana, and Washington, have adopted emission limita-
tions "far more stringent than necessary. . . ." He said,
"The S02 limitations which have been cited almost seem
to reflect a competition among the states to see which can
adopt the strictest limitations.”

Witnesses speaking for states’ rights said any govern-
mental unit should have the right to protect its citizens as
it sees fit, without federal pre-emption, unless "over-
whelming national interest” dictates otherwise. John
Bartlit of New Mexico Citizens for Clean Air and Water
(one of the states cited by Rives) said that if New Mexico
air standards were not stricter than the federal
government’s, his state’s 100 mile visibility would de-
teriorate to 12 miles.

PP&L attorney Rives emphasized throughout his tes-
timony the economic factors, saying that “unreasonable
state emission standards are inflationary in the truest
sense of the word, since they add to the cost of goods and
services without producing any commensurate public be-
nefit.” He said that they put a severe burden on interstate
commerce since the costs are transferred to consumers in
other states.

Finally, he says that strict regulations in one state may
deprive a sister state, with more pollution problems, of

an air debate

pollution control devices since the devices are in short
supply.

So the juggling of rhetoric continues as each witness
tries to define "national need,” "necessary controls,” "un-
reasonable standards,” and "public benefit.”

From our perspective, as we balance one argument
against the other, the answer has to be adequate, federal
controls which allow states to adopt stricter controls —
suitable to the wishes of the people of the state and to the
individual conditions in each state,

Does this solve the question of national interest — and
of interstate commerce and control equipment shortages
mentioned by Rives? A Sierra Club observer says it could
if the Administration and the utilities would give serious
consideration to the concept constantly pushed by en-
vironmentalists and other residents of coal-bearing states
— that of exporting the fuel to be converted into electrie-
ity closer to the energy users.

Thus the pollution control equipment could be concen-
trated in the areas where the pollution problems are the

"

ment that affects the air where they live; and conserva-
tion would be promoted since there would not be the
tremendous electricity loss associated with transmission
lines thousands of miles long,

Now that's balance. —MjA

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Write your representative and chairmen of the
.subcommittees which are holding the hearings
to voice your opposition to weakening amend-
mertits to the Clean Air Act. You could also ex-
press your support for a bill aimed at
sirengthening the CleanAir Act, sponsored by
Reps. George E. Brown (Calif.) and Richard L.
Ottinger (N.Y.), HR 4369. This bill would, among
other things, revise standards for fine particu-
lates and make monetary charges for either
emissions in excess of standards or emissions
tlead to the formation of new, more danger-
ous pollutants in the air. It encourages use of
energy conservation to reduce pollution.
Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Pub-
lic Health and Environment is Rep. Paul Rogers
(D-Fla.). Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee
on Environmental Pollution is Sen. Edmund
Muskie (D-Maine).
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- Ski Yellowstone. . .

(Continued from page 1)

"their development.” They believe it could mature into a
profitable, nationally publicized cross-country ski area.
However, the MWA quickly points out some big differ-
ENCES.

"Our development protects land values,” notes Doris
Milner, MWA president. "Hopefully, we can make it self-
sustaining, and if we ever actually make a profit, every
penny will go right back into the environmental move-
mant,

“The Forest Service doesn't seem to realize that we
would propose this development even if Ski Yellowstone
didn't exist,” she emphasized.

Applegate says the MWA feels strongly that "a public
agency must represent the broad public interest. And we
think ‘public interest’ means what's best for the land and
for people everywhere — after allit's their land — and not
what appears best for a few private developers and lacal

“businessmen.”

SBome of those working on the non-mechanized area see
afamiliar trend developing. In fact, some have first-hand
experience.

Five years ago, Chet Huntley brought his Big Sky re-
sort to the same area. Many far-reaching impacts such as
energy consumption, overloaded schools, natural re-
sources shortages, water quality degradation, airport and
highway improvement at public expense, and new roads
and power line corridors through roadless lands weren't
considered. Now, the real impacts of placing a large de-
velopment in a semi-primitive area are becoming pain-
fully obvious. During the Big Sky debate, these impacts
were conveniently ignored by the FS and the developers.

3ki Yellowstone resembles Big Sky — only it doesn't
have as many bedrooms and covers less private land. But
it will — with minor changes — have similar impacts,
which again seem to be ignored despite Ski Yellowstone's
pride in good planning. And again, the FS holds the key.

The federal agency can spur Ski Yellowstone to reality,

just like it did Big Sky.
TIGHT SPOT

The citizens’ group fears Montana's beautiful and
wildlife-rich Gallatin Canyon will follow the lead set by
other scenic regions in other states. A rural life style is
rapidly replaced by a near-urban, ski resort strip — sev-
eral large, "well-planned” developments linked by miles
of trailer camps, hamburger stands, bars, gambling

The Montana Wilderness Association’s alternative proposal would provide for a 20-30,000 acre winter sports area where people could enjoy non-
Photo by Judy Sumner
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Joints, and real estate offices. For example, Vail, Col-
orado, grew from a sleepy sheep ranch to a reereational
city of 20,000 in just 12 short years.

“We can't let this happen in the Gallatin,” Milner re-
marks, "I know these big resorts have some high-class
planners, but they just don’t seem to care about what
happens to the entire region.”

In its brochure, Ski Yellowstone says, “little peripheral
development is foreseen.” Disagreeing, Milner recently
asked the FS, "Can the Forest Service in good conscience
grant a 7,000-acre special use permit to a private corpora-
tion knowing that the permit is the key that will trigger
massive second home recreation development on contigu-
ous private lands, thereby setting off secondary spirals of
energy-intensive subdivisions and commercial develop-
ment? Witness the impact of Big Sky.” She was referring
to the numorous spin-off developments that already dot
the Gallatin Canyon in the Big Sky vicinity.

Ski Yellowstone will also adversely affect the area's
wildlife, ineluding one of America's most admired ani-
mals, the grizzly bear,

Apparently, wildlife problems have the developers in a
tight spot. They've expressed concern, studied the situa-
tion, and met with the Montana Department of Fish and
Game. Except for the on-site protection of habitat, how-
ever, the only way they can really protect wildlife values
i8 to not build Ski Yellowstone. And they aren't consider-
ing that option.

The grizzly offers a good example of why this is the only
alternative as far as wildlife is concerned. The great bear

that nothing be done in this unit to jeopardize this wildlife
resource,” he wrote, "but rather that the management
prescription be tailored to maintain and enhance grizzly
bear habitat."

Concerning Ski Yellowstone, Ellig wrote, "Our option
does not include a ski devel opment on Hebgen Mountain.
We must oppose arecreation development in the center of
key grizzly bear habitat. It is our feeling that if such a
development were allowed on publicland, it would clearly
be a step backward in any attempts to preserve key
grizzly bear habitat.”

The developers dispute the department’s findings. But
they would be hard pressed to find a grizzly bear authority
who would say Ski Yellowstone would not have a nega-
tive impact on the bear.

Ski Yellowstone's own environmental assessment
clearly states that grizzlies inhabit the development site.

Just last summer, researchers saw several grizzlies in
the Cabin Creek drainage, about two miles from Mt.
Hebgen. Grizzlies range many miles (up to 50 in a single
day. So at the very least, the real estate complex would
remove a vital buffer zone that now cushions the bear
from civilization. Besides reducing the grizzly's room to
roam, the resort would also increase bear-man conflicts,
where the grizzly almost always loses.

Today, the cry to save the grizzly echoes loud and clear
across America. But how many grizzly admirers know
that a public agency may allow Ski Yellowstone, Inc., to
develop anotherslice of the bear's already sparse habitat?

The MWA knows and plans to take a stern stand in
defense of the bear's home. The members believe public
agencies must protect valuable public resources — and
especially those of national significance like the grizzly.

The group had the grizzly in mind right from the begin
ning. In the original Special Use Permit application,

In its brochure, Ski Yellowstone says, “little peripheral de-
velopment is foreseen.” But the Wilderness Association sees
“‘secondary spirals of energy-intensive subdivisions and

commercial development.”

requires vast wildlands, uncluttered with man’s works.
Without this wilderness habitat, the grizzly won't sur-
vive, or to use a common Montana adage — as the wilder-
ness goes, 5o goes the grizzly.

ki Yellowstone would be in an area presently used by
grizzlies, according to experts from the Department of
Fish and Game. Representing the department, Leroy
Ellig made this very clearin his comments on the Hebgen
Lake Multiple Use Plan, filed by the FS in April, 1974;

Ellig strongly recommended that the FS give grizzly
habitat top priority. "It is our primary recommendation

R i. i i o
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mechanized sports such as cross country skiing, snowshoeing, and winter camping.

Milner clearly stated the MWA would quickly withdraw
its request if it affected the grizzly. Later, Hans Geier,
executive vice president and head promoter for Ski Yel-
lowstone, Inc., was asked if his company would also with-
draw to protect the grizzly. In his response, Geier refused
to even address the grizzly issue, calling the question
"hypothetical.”

The Interior Department (through the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service) is considering classifying the grizzly as
either "threatened” or "endangered” under the federal
~—-~_~ \KH\N it
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Endangered Species Act of 1973, If the grizzly is desig-
nated in need of such protection, then federal agencies
would be prohibited from taking actions that would lessen
the bear’s chances of survival. Section seven of the act
requires all federal agencies to insure that their actions
do not result in destruction or modification of habitat
determined “eritical” to threatened and endangered
species, State and federal wildlife departments are sup-
posed to reach a joint determination on which areas are
considered critical habitat.

Nonetheless, the FS is still considering approving Ski
Yellowstone. The resort may get its permit even though
(1) it will negatively impact the grizzly, and (2) a viable
alternative — the MWA proposal — is available.

WINDFALL

Economics has also become a big part of this debate.
The developers predict a virtual economic windfall if Ski
Yellowstone wins approval. Granted, this large destina-
tion resort might provide some local economic stability,
but most likely not to the extent hoped for by the develop-
ers.

Testifying to this, a FS economist, Robert Lovegrove,
recently shot Ski Yellowstone’s market and economic
analysis full of holes. In an official FS memo, he explained
how the developers failed to consider several important
factors. After detailing his reservations, Lovegrove said
he felt, "this country is on the threshold of significant
economic and social changes, i.e. shortages of s0 many
products, especially energy.

"The accelerating rate of inflation, along with these
other factors, may be expected to significantly alter the
relative demand for distant recreational opportunities
and second homes,” he continued. “The market for these
types of developments is rapidly reaching the saturation
point and projections based on historical trends are very
suspeect.”

Shortly after Lovegrove filed his memo, the Montana
Department of Health and Environmental Sciences re-
leased some confirming facts. The department said at
least 12 other recreational subdivisions exist (or are prop-
osed) for the Hebgen Lake area. These subdivisions add
up to 621 lots — only about 49 of which are developed.
This leaves about 573 uninhabited second home plots in
the vicinity — even without Ski Yellowstone.

On the other hand, the MWA project would foster some
economic benefita for the community. Most eross country
skiers stay in motels, eat at cafes, and use gas stations,
just like other tourists. The non-mechanized area may be
advertised nationally in conservation publications to en-
courage visitatiom. The opportunity for such recreation is
very limited. And interest in enjoying the winter world
completely free of automobiles, snowmobiles, gondolas,
etc. is skyrocketing.

The MWA isn't against downhill skiing. In fact, many
members view it as excellent outdoor recreation. The
problem with alpine skiing began about 20 years ago
when "ski areas” became "ski resorts” because they made
more money that way. Skiing became big business, with
pink ski boots, electric gondolas, $60,000 condominiums,
and mountain-top hotels. The ski hill of days past was
demoted to a simple promotion for real estate sales and
commercial services. Instead of providing wholesome
family recreation, as claimed by promoters, developers
built playpens for the affluent in the most scenic moun-
tain retreats,

The end result of this madness is the urbanization of
remote regions and a long-lasting and far-reaching en-
vironmental impact, especially when the cumulative as-
pects of all associated developments are considered.

Perhaps Charles Bradley of Bozeman, Mt., expressed
this best in his letter on the Hebgen Lake Multiple Use
Plan.

"I would rather know the existence of a wild lake than
own a cabin on its shore,” he wrote. "Is all development a
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Big Sky Ski Resort offers electric gondolas, which are becoming one

Bl I i wé-_%‘_"i‘iﬁ
of the essentials of

REg

downhill skiing in the "70s, along with pink ski boots, $60,000 condominiums, and mountain-top

hotels, according to writer Mike Cross.

one-way trail toward ultimate degradation of land? Can,
or will, our civilization ever have the wisdom and self-
restraint to stop the forward rush te develop every nook
and cranny? Do we have the strength to pull back from
any area of commercial expansion and deliberately invite
or re-establish wildernessin a formerly trammeled area?
he agked.

"Ifthe answer. . . ever turned out to be ‘yes,’ I could geo to
my grave happy in the thought that America had learned
something terribly important about the Earth and people
and the continuity of life.,”

Bozeman

to Enmis

* Photo courtesy of Montana Dept. of Highways

What you can do

Ski Yellowstone developers are working
hard to win approval of their development.

To date, they've managed to get supporting
letters from many high officials and politicians
— from President Gerald R. Ford on down.
They've convinced Senator Lee Metcalf
(D-Mont.) to delete Mt. Hebgen from a wilder-
ness study bill supported by many Montanans.
They've offered to make free copies of any let-
ter supporting the project for the congres-
sional delegation and the FS. They've urged
support from all Montana realtors. They've
painted the Montana Wilderness Association
members as "'outsiders” who don’t really care
about Montana. (Ironically, Ski Yellowstone is
a Pennsylvania-based corporation.) And
they've apparently convinced the F'S to at least
seriously consider destroying forever a small
slice of scarce grizzly habitat.

All this means — as it often does in such situ-
ations — that high-powered, high-paid private
promoters present overwhelming odds for eiti-
zens working part-time for Montana’s future
with small budgets and no expense accounts.

If you believe in the MWA’s non-mechanized
winter sports concept, in protecting
threatened wildlife, and in the basic need to
adjust to less wasteful life styles that conserve
energy and natural resources, you can help.
Express you views by writing to:

Lewis E. Hawkes, Supervisor, Gallatin National

New pipeline design would protect permafrost

A new method of transporting petroleum in the Arctic
is being developed that could prevent some of the serious
problems predicted for the Trans Alaska Pipeline from
oceurring on future projects.

Current technology calls for a "hot oil line,” which
might melt the Arctic's permafrost, and a separate "cold
natural gas line.” To avoid permafrost melt pipeline de-
signers propose to elevate parts of the pipeline which may
block caribou migration.

The newly developed method, designed by the Stanford
University Department of Petroleum Engineering, in-
volves manufacturing methanol from the natural gas and
then dispersing crude oil in the methanol. This "cold

crude oil-in-methanol dispersion transportation system”
would require one pipeline instead of two and can flow at
temperatures below 09 C so that melting permafrost is not
aproblem and the pipeline would not have to be elevated.

Forest, Federal Building, Bozeman, Mont. 59715.
Sen. Lee Metcalf, Senate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510.

Rep. Max Baucus, House Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20615.

Gov, Tom Judge, State of Montana, Helena, Mont.
59601,

To contact Ski Yellowstone, Ine. write to:

{ HansGeier, Executive Vice President, Ski Yellows-
tone, Inc. Box 487, West Yellowstone, Mont. 59758,
Board of Directors, Ski Yellowstone, Ine. Smith &
McCleary, 124 East Market Street, York, Penn.
17401.

For more information on the MWA proposal or
to contribute to this effort, write to:

Rick Applegate, Box 931, Bozeman, Mont. 59715.




° ‘log it or leave it’

~Escudilla battle eco-tactics

by Peter Wild

(Editors’ note: The September 13, 1974 issue of HCN
featured an overview of the fight on the part of Arizona
conservationists to save the state's third highest peak
from logging. Much has changed since then. The follow-
ing is an update on developments by one of the particip-
ants, with comments on tactics which could be
generalized to other citizen efforts.)

Ordinary citizens weary of city life, as well as
geologists, silviculturists, and educators, come to the
10,912-foot Escudilla Mountain for study and respite, Be-
cause of a variety of scientific and aesthetic values,
Arizona’s third highest peak is a unique part of the state's
natural heritage. Aldo Leopold lauded the mountain's
mixed conifer lorests, cliffs, and alpine meadows, and
captured some of its mystery in his classic, A Sand
County Almanac. For him the great mass thrust above
the surrounding plateau was a symbol of man’s relation-
ship with the universe. Fortunately, despite a fire 20
years ago and some badly managed logging, the huge
shell of a volcano remains much as it was in Coronado's
day or in the days of the Indians before him who worship-
ped there, whose turquoise beads still bubble out of one of
the springs on its slopes

From the summit the hiker looks out to the south over
hundreds of sgquare miles of pine-covered ridges on the
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest. To the north the
cloud shadows shift continuously as they pass over the
vast grasslands of the Hopi and Navajo. Yet because the
rest of the world has changed radically in the past few
decades, Ezscudilla now is an island, a refuge for the state's
dwindling eagle and bear population, one of its last quiet
places.

In 1970, however, the Forest Service announced the
Watts Timber Sale, a plan to log off some of the most
fragile parts of Escudilla. If carried out, the sale would
sacrifice the mountain's long-term values to all future
generations for the short-term monetary gain.

Yet scientific and aesthetic aspects aside, an economist
would be pressed tojustify the Forest Service proposal. An
early estimate of the cost for the roads needed to bring out
the “timber was half a million dollars, a whopping one-
third the value of the sale. Undoubtedly, the ratio has
grown more unfavorable with the rising-expenses of road
construction and the recent tumble in timber prices. Why
the Forest Service conceived of the sale, or why in the face
of these circumstances the agency has continued to defend
Watts, are questions that remain unanswered.

ENTER THE YOUENS

Alarmed at what appeared to be both an environmental
and a financial boondoggle, two residents of the area,
Ernest and Mary Anne Youens, decided to press the
Forest Service for details. At the time neither was active
in conservation organizations; their immediate coneern
was for the future of the mountain behind their home.

However, in that isolated country the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forest was unaccustomed to justify-
ing programs to concerned individuals and brushed the
retired couple aside. Asaresult, the Youens put out a plea
for help to the state’s citizen groups and unintentionally
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Snow covered Escudilla Mountain. The mixed co

explored —

nifer forest (dark areas) and aspen stands

(lighter areas) provide scientists with an opportunity to study forest succession at a high eleva-

tion.

plants, holding high appropriate signe. There are times
when such tactics are necessary and do work.

However, after three years of meetings, hundreds of
letters, desperate phone calls, road trips, and not a few
nights of hand wringing, I've concluded that actions other
than public protest are essential to lay the bases for effec-
tive environmental campaigns. Though the circums-
tances of individual cases differ widely, below are some
observations on the effectivenessof the Escudilla struggle
that should apply to other situations,

CLOUT IS KEY

Dedication to a sane environment may stem from a
deep spiritual concern, yet in the everyday world. en-
vironmental issues are political issues. In order to sur-
vive, most politicians, leaders of industry, and heads of
government agencies take a practical view, They respond
to clout — steady, reasoned, and calculated pressure. All
things follow from this. Two are foremost, organization
and persistence,

ORGANIZATION: The individual acting alone can
have only limited effect. He can write letters and other-
wise voice his opinion, but his time, money, and political
impact aren't very significant when compared to the re-
sources that a government agency or a corporation ean
muster. In the Escudilla case, organizations across the
state generated hundreds of letters to Congressmen, a
seore of newspaper articles, and encouraged their mem-

Dedication to a sane environment may stem from a deep spiritual
concern, yet in the everyday world, environmental issues are politi-

cal issues.
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sparked off one of the most heated environmental con-
troversies in Arizona’s history. Although after five years
of toe-to-toe nepgotiations the situation is not resolved and
may well ga to the courts, in one sense a victory has been
achieved already. Despite the financial resources and
political might of the Forest Serviee, Escudilla stands
untouched by the Watts"Timber Sale, thus breaking a
pattern and perhaps setting a precedent for future con-
troversial sales.

When Lread in the Canyon Echo, the state newsletter
of the Sierra Club, of the Youens' situation, I was perhaps
somewhat typical in thinking that conservation hattles
were won by groups of lugubricus-eved citizens who ral-
lied to sit in the threatened trees of parks as the bulldoz-
ers: arrived or who paraded before polluting chemical

bers to appear en masse at a public hearing. Only then,
under massive, coordinated public pressure and the re-
sulting inquiries from Arizona's Congressional delega-
tion, did the Forest Service show inclination to consider
outside suggestions.

PERSISTENCE. A standard tactic of officialdom,
perhaps a necessary one in view of the many details it
must handle, is to play the waiting game. The stall is in
hopes that you will become discouraged and go away,
allowing the agency to continue as before. It took John
Muir, working with his considerable personal influence
and with the cooperation of conservation groups, 17 years
to cut through the red tape and establish Yosemite. Prac.
tically every major environmental battle, from Mineral
King through the 55T to the busting of the Highway

Photo by Douglas Kreotz

Trust Fund, reflects the need for staying power. In our
casethe Forest Service wasn't willing to sit down and talk
until we had demonstrated that we were in it for the long
run, for however long it would take.

ISSUES. Human nature being what it is at time, vou'd
better get used to shrugging off abuse. Although aban-
donment of the relatively small sale would have little
impact on the economy of the region, the local weekly
newspaper ran a number of inaccurate pieces of the
"taking-the-food-from-the-mouths-of-our-babies” wvari-
ety. At the public hearing, conservationists, who had
traveled hundreds of miles at their own expense to testify,
took a certain amount of flak from residents who indi-
cated that the out-of-towners should go home and mind
their own business, that the public land of the Forest
Service was their bailiwick to exploit as they saw fit.

My suggestion in such circumstances is to smile while
gritting your teeth and console yourself that their tactics
eventually will backfire. Meanwhile, keep speaking to
the important thing, the issue at hand.

EXPERTISE. There's nothing like aceurate documen-
tation and the guidance and testimony of authorities in
varigus fields to back up your position, whether on pol-
luted conditions for workers or a wilderness proposal.
John MeComb, Southwest Representative of the Sierra
Club and a veteran negotiator, proved indispensable in
advising when io play, or not to play, political and legal
cards,

Schaolars from the Arizona Academy of Science and the
state’'s universities showed enthusiasm in contributing
time and knowledge to build solid arguments against the
Watts Sale. If the case goes to court, we will hire the most
experienced lawyer we can afford with the pooled re-
sources of the recently formed Escudilla Legal Defense
Fund.

ALTERNATIVES. Environmentalists are against
the destruction of the natural legacy. A far better way of
putting it is that they are in favor of guality in our lives.
Because of the proximity of virgin stands to burnt-over
sections, the mountain offers unique potential for under-
standing forest succession at high elevations, For this, as
well as other reasons, scientists are studyving Escudilla.
Educational groups regularly use the mountain as an
outdoor laboratory, taking advantage of its varied ar
boreal habitat and alpine meadows

Although some old roads rule out wildernes:
counterproposal, formulated under the Forest Service's
own natural area regulations, is te preserve the
mountain’s remarkable qualities by creati
cudilla Natural Area for Scientific Research and Educa-

tatus, our
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Corps discharge regs

On May 6 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers published
four proposed sets of regulations expanding its authority
over dredging and filling operations in 11.S. waterways.

{ The most stringent Corps proposal has farmers and politi-

| cians up in arms and environmentalists accusing the
Corps of using scare tactics. The new regulations were
proposed as the result of a suceessful environmental law-
suit seeking to extend Corps permit jurisdiction.

Montana Gov. Thomas Judge flew to Washington to
protest proposals that "would give (the Corps) authority
over every lake, river, stream, marsh, irrigation ditch, or
stock pond in the nation.” He said, "To require every
farmer to get a permit from the Corps before plowing
fields adjacent to a body of water would have a catas-
trophic effect on Montana’s and the nation’s agricultural
economy.”

The Corps was ordered by the TS, District Court to
expand its authority from controlling dredging and filling
of "navigable waters” to "waters of the United States.”
The Corps maintains that to comply they must regulate
"virtually every coastal and inland artificial or natural

] vater.” A Corps kesman told the Associated
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er Sale as environmentally unwise and

10 r wasteful. Though the Forest Service sits in

| t of itsel f as the appeal moves through the chain
wand, the point is that there are legal channels
vailable within most government agencies that can
ielay a gquestionable program and focus attention on it.

(Chur hope is that continuing the appeal will become
inecessary as the Forest Service recognizes that the
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Helena's "Golden Gulch™ will soon be a lively place to
gpend Saturday morning. Children selling marigolds and
zuchinni will gather among older people exchanging their
favorite recipes. All will stop to discuss their [.umlt[.
organic gardening tips.

(For more information on the Helena Farmers Market
orsetting up a market, please write Sue Bryan, President,
Helena Farmers Market, 1015 Peosta, Helena, Mont

59601.)

issued and disputed

Press this could mean federal permits for filling backyard
swimming pools or constructing new sand traps on a golf
course, under the most stringent proposed rules.

The environmental organizations which filed the suit
are charging the Corps with using scare tactics to gain
public support for one of the less stringent alternatives.
“With the outrageous scare threat that they are going to
police the plowing of fields and construction of farm ponds
across the nation, Corps officials are inciting an unin-
formed backlash from citizens. . . .It has absolutely no-
thing to do with a farmer’s spring plowing or the rancher's
stock pond. The regulation will govern spoil disposal from
dredging operations and also the filling of wetlands for
cominercial or other development,” say the organizations.

A Natural Resources Defense Council spokesman told
AP that the Corps jurisdiction would be expanded only to
include those waters already regulated for industrial and
municipal pollution control by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Proposed Corps regulations appeared in the May 6
Federal Register. Comments may be submitted to the
Corps up until June 6.
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Eavesdropper

environmental news from around the world

LOONEY LIMERICKS
by Zane E. Cology.
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RECYCLABLES RIDE CHEAPER. Most re-

cyclable commodities won't be affected by a recent

seven per cent rate increase granted to railroads by |
the Interstate Commerce Commission. The com- |
mission exempted the recycling industry in the
name of conservation, saying recycling was "suffer-
ing greatly from the nation’s economic downturn.”

TRAIN WINS AWARD. The National Wildlife
Federation has named Russell E. Train, adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency, as
"Conservationist of the Year.” The award was made
for his "determined effort to protect the nation’s
environmerit in the face of strong opposition.”

SUIT TO PROTECT OZONE. The Natural Re-
sources Defense Council has threatened to take the
. Consumer Product Safety Commission to court for
failure to act on the question of whether aerosol
sprays are destroying the earth's protective laver of
DZONE.

Colorado sulfur
reg delay nixed

The Colorado attorney general has refused to approve
an air regulation passed by the Colorado Air Pollution
Control Commission in March.

The regulation would have extended the deadline for
reduced emissions of sulfur dioxide by seven years.

Atty. Gen. J. D). MacFarlane ruled that procedu res fol-
lowed by the commission to make the change violated
statelaws. When the commission published a notice of the
public hearings it contained only the current sulfur diox-
ide regulation. MacFarlane says that the commission
should have included proposed changes in the regulation
so the public would have an idea of what to react to.

The attorney general says a new hearing notice will
have to be published, a new hearing held, and another
vote taken on a regulation. The new hearing can be li- -
mited to information not already on record, however.
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Is it not by his high superfluousne
Our God? For to equal a need

Is natural, animal, mineral: but to
Rainbows over the rain

And beauty above the moon, and
On the domes of deep sea-shells,
Not even the weeds to multiply wi
Nor the birds without music. . .

geranium

composite
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Photo by Charles W. Smith
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Robinson Jeffers
"“The Excesses of God"
BE ANGRY AT THE SUN
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by Lee Catterall

"Thisis not a perfunctory proceeding. At a minimum, [
expect it to be an enlightening and educational experi-
ence for us all.” —Sen. Henry Jackson (D-Wash.), Jan. 15.
1369, in his opening statement on the confirmation hear
ings of Walter Hickel to be Secretary of the Interior

"This i= not a perfunctory
expect it to be ar
ence for us all.”
his opeping statemn mat
former Wyoming Gov. Stanley Hathaway
oL [ht‘ [r!r_l,']"lr:-l
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Jackson disagreed, saying it is "pertinent and relevant
. whether a person does have a
conflict” between his government job and his personal
wealth.

Hathaway's financial report contains little if any po-
tential conflict. Where it might exist, Hathaway agreed to
wipe it away. He has $1,843 stock in Monsanto Co. and
collects royalty off two oil wells in Goshen County he
appraises at $3,360. He agreed to divest himself of those
assets because, he wrote in his cover letter, "1 believe it to
be as important for public servants to avoid even the
appearance of impropriety, as to avoid impropriety itself.”

Hathaway reported his net wealth to be 5145 245 52
Thelargest chunk of that is his Cheyenne home, valued at
80,000, of which he still owes $25,000. His quarter in-
terest in an office building and three apartments in Tor-
rington is worth $25,000, of which he still owes $3,000.
Hathaway also owns a $7,000 cabin and land in Albany
County.

He owns more than $17,000 in stocks and values sev-
eral life insurance policies at $10,000.

Hathaway reported he has about $6,000 in the bank,
plus a 7,000 certificate of deposit.

in a8 Senator's mind

(Editors” note: The Senate Interior committee voted
May 21 to recommend confirmation of Stanley K. Hatha-
way as Secretary of Interior. The vote was 9-4 with Sen,
Floyd Haskell (D-Colo.), Sen. James Abourezk (-3.D),
Sen. Hichard Stone (D-Fla.), and S8en. John Glenn
(D-Ohio) voting against confirmation. Sen. Lee Metealf
(D-Mont.) said he may vote against the appointment on
the floor of the full Senate.)
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SKI TAX

The Colorado House passed, 45-20, and

nate a bill to allow ski-area cities and counties to
taxes on lift tickets, ski equipment rentals, a
instructions, The bill, sponsored by Rep. Nancy Diek of

Aspen, is designed to help local governments pay for extra

social services needed to accommodate non-resident
skiers. The maximum total «

ind county tax allowahle

would be seven per cent
CALL FOR POISONS

Both the House and the Senate passed a resolution
urging relaxation of the federal executive order banning
predator poisons from public lands. The resolution. which
doesn't have the foree of law is part of a national effort to
get western state legislatures on record supporting the
lifting of the ban

UNHOLY ALLIANCE

Rural agricultural and urban environmental lawmal.-
ers have formed what state Rep. David Gaon (D-Denver
called an "unholy alliance” to secure passage of a water
bill. The bill, HB 155, would help protect agricultural
water from untimely condemnation and help regulate
urban growth.

HB 155 passed the House and is now in the Senate. It

provides that in water condemnation cases by

municipalities, a three-member commission would weigh
the cities’ requests to insure that the water is needed and
won't be wasted. Municipalities proposing water con-
demnation would have to prepare a community growth
development plan and a statement detailing: 1) water
rights to be acquired, 2) economic, social, and environ-
mental effects of changing the water use, and 3) alterna-
tive sources of water supply.

The bill’s sponser, Rep. Walt Younglund (R-New

Raymer), told urban legislators, "You can still steal ag-
ricultural water — but this

vou stea
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Wyoming cited for
- strong land use law

8

Wyoming is the only state that has nacted strong new
statewide land use legislation this iccording to
Land Use Planning Reports. Strong bills are still ae
tive and have a chance of passage in three states —
Arizona, Michigan, and New. York. LUP Reports 3aY8
two other Western states, Idaho and Montana, have also
enacted "mild” land use measures,

Both the Wyoming bill and the Arizona bill (not yet
passed) provide for designation and regulation of eritical
areas. The Wyoming bill also requires development of a
statewide land use plan. In Idaho, the proposal for a
statewide plan was killed although other land use bills
were pasfed requiring cities and counties to prepare corm-
prehensive plans. Montana will also be requiring coun-
ties and municipalities to develop comprehensive plans.
The Montana bill also has a complex property tax tie-in
that will require land to be taxed according to its use.

Elsewhere in the West, a South Dakota bill died and
Washington and California have little hape of pas=sing
land use bills. Washington legislators want federal finan-
cial help. California Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr. is repor-
tedly interested in "action” programs, not in planning,
according to LUP Reports. Therefore, a bill to prevent
development on prime agricultural lands except ir

ceiving attention
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-ASEs 18 I




ce Target LRT-BE4-V2

e

URANIUM DEVELOPMENT INTENSIFIES

Two significant announcements in recent weeks are indication of the push for uranium de-

velopment which is being encouraged to provide fuel for nuclear power generation. Burlington

Northern and a subsidiary of Westinghouse Eleetric Corp. have announced an agreement to
explore BN lands and adjacent area in eight states for uranium and other fissionable materials.
Wold Nuclear Co. has purchased 300 claims on 60,000 acres in the Red Desert Basin in southwest-
ern Wyoming from Amax Uranium Corp. Geophysical and drilling ojperations will begin in a few
weeks on the claims which include two proven ore bodies,

Photo shows an open pit uranium mine at Crooks Gap, Wyo.

Photo by Tom Bell

Emphasis ENERGY

CROW COALSURVEY. A scientifically random sampl-
ing of Crow Tribe members indicates that almost half
(47.7%) of the tribe favors opening coal strip mines on the
reservation. More than 77% said the tribe does not have
enough coal-related knowledge now, and 81% said they
would faver a moratorium on coal development until
more is leamed. A majority said they would seek emp-
loyment in the mining, construction, and allied trades.
They felt strongly (75.8%) that a non-Crow population
boom would be bad, and they opposed coal plants on the
reservation (46.4%) more strongly than they opposed
strip mines (36.3%).

NUCLEAR PLANT IN ARIZONA. The U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (a branch of what was once the
Atomic Energy Commission) has recommended approval
of construetion permits for Arizona’s first nuclear power
plant, pending environmental considerations. The eom-
mission recommended the permits for three nuclear reac-
tors west of Phoenix. The $1.9 billion plant is a project of
six utilities from Arizona, New Mexieo, and Texas. The
first nuclear reactor is expected to be in use by 1982,
Officials said they expect a final public hearing on the
plant to be held in Phoenix next November, according to
the Associated Press story.

NO DOLLARS FOR DETONATION. The federal gov-
ernment will not spend federal funds on nuclear explo-
sions to stimulate natural gas development, according to
Rep. Teno Ronealio (D-Wyo.). Roncalio opposed the fed-
eral project which is known as Plowshare, He said the
decision by the Administration not to request funding in
the budget for the coming year indicates that those work-
ing closely with Plowshare recognized the questionable
economics of stimulation. He also believes . Plowshare
helped ereate public opposition to nuclear activity such as
nuclear power generation, which he supports.

BELGIUM SEEKS WYOMING COAL AND OIL. The
consul general of Belgium, Guido M.R. Vansina, recently
expressed interest in more intensive export of coal and oil
from Wyoming to Belgium. He told a Cheyenne reporter
that Belgium exports 50% of its industrial production and
imports raw materials, ineluding oil and natural gas.
Five nuclear plants help provide energy for manufactur

ing, heating, and power.

in the Northern Rockies and Great Plains

OIL SHALE NOMINATIONS SOUGHT. The In-
terior Department has asked industry to nominate
tracts of oil shale lands for two possible lease sales
tentatively set for mid-1976. The energy companies
are asked to submit proposals for "in situ,” or in-
place underground, development. The department’s
prototype oil shale program began in 1974 with
leasing of two tracts in Colorado and two in Utah.
Two Wyoming tracts had no bidders. Each tract is
approximately 5,120 acres.

COLSTRIP TO SUPPLY SOUTHWEST? About two
billion ki}uwau hours of electricity — the equivalent of
production from the two Colstrip plants under construe-
tion — has been transmitted from the Pacific Northwest
to the Pacific Southwest so far this year, according to a
story in The Missoulian. An engineer with the Montana
Public Serviee Commission made the calculation which
reinforced the PSC’s opposition to the construction of Col-
strip 3 and 4. The utilities which want to build the Col-
strip plants have justified them by saying the power is
necessary for use within the region. The transfer of power
to the Southwest was made possible this vear by heavier
than average precipitation in the Pacific Northwest.

BuREC LISTENS T0O LAMM. The Bureau of Reclama-
tion has indicated it will comply with Coloradeo Gov. Dick
Lamm’s request to redesignate water from the Dallas
Project. Lamm's requést came when he leamed that
24 D00racre-feet of water from the proposed project in west
central Colorado had been Gptioned to Kemmerer Coal
Company of Wyoming for a power conversion facility.
Lamm’s letter said the policy of the state was not to
encourage development of such a power generating facil-
ity at the expense of agricultural development. Ouray
County Plaindealer editor Joyce Jorgensen, who has
taken a strong stand against the Kemmerer option, says
the BuRec decision doesn't mean the battle is over. She
cautions that the Uncompahgre Valley Water Users
could option the water now and sell it for coal production
later.

1
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energy news from across the country

BOSTON GARBAGE. Boston communities have
banded together to send their garbage to a General
Electric plant which will begin operation in Au-
gust. The plant will use 1,200 tons of refuse per day
to heat water and generate electricity with the
gteam. y

OIL SHALE SUBSIDY NEEDED. The Interior De-
partments director of energy research and development,
Harry R. Johnson, says that the government is going to
have to subsidize private oil shale operations if this coun-
try is to have a shale oil industry in the near future.
Johnson says he doesn't think companies will put up the
$500 million to $1 billion needed to develop a plant with-
out government aid. "The bottom line is that if we want an
oil shale industry, the government is going to have to
share some of the risks, We are in the process of looking in
some depth right now at how this might be accomplished,”
he savs,

POWER-PRESS POLITICS. Utility executives will
have to be more open with the press and the public in the
future, according to Washington D.C.-based advertising
executive Don. C. Curry. Curry told the Northwest Elec-
tric Light and Power Association that the post-Watergate
press has become more combative and skeptical of organi-
zations not motivated primarily by a desire to protect the
public interest. He said the energy crisis may mean
utilities will have to ally with consumers against fuel
suppliers, or provide fuel stamps to the poor to offset
higher energy prices,

TVA WANTS GUARANTEED SUPPLIES. The Ten-
nessee Valley Authority (TVA) says it felt it had to bid for
purchasing Peabody Coal Co. from Kennecott Copper
Corp. At Congressional hearings earlier this month, TVA
general manager Lynn Seeber said, "The intention was
not for TVA to go into the coal business as such,” but to
safeguard an essential supply. United Mine Workers
President Arnold W. Miller objected to the proposed
purchase, saying Peabody and TVA are already too pow-
erful and use their power without regard for the public.
The Federal Trade Commission has ordered Kennecott to
sell Peabody. The TV A purchaze offer is the best of three
pending, according to an attorney representing Ken-
necott who was quoted in the Rocky Mountain News
story.

CARLSBAD NUCLEAR STORAGE, The federal gov-
ernment is resuming plans to store nuclear wastes in
underground salt beds near Carlsbad, N.M. Construction
of a pilot plant is expected to begin by 1979, with actual
storage due in 1981, according to Sandia Laboratories
which is conducting the preliminary phase of the project.
The project, which was abandoned last year, doesn’t re-
quire state approval, but it has the support of Gov. Jerry
Apodaca’s science advisor, Dr. Gilbert Cano.

FPC CAN'T REGULATE PLANTS. The Supreme
Court has ruled that the Federal Power Commission
(FPC) lacks the authority to regulate steam power plants.
Indian and environmental groups had sought to require
FPC licenses for six steam electric generating plants in
the Four Corners area of the Southwest. The high court
ruled that although the Federal Power Act required
licensing of power plants on navigable waterways by
FPC, the intended subject of regulation was hydroelectric
generating plants and not thermal steam generating
plants.

PLUTONIUM BAN? The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has recommended banning plutonium as a fuel for
electrical power generation until adequate safeguands
aredeveloped, a United Press International report says. If
finally approved, the new NRC proposal could postpone
until mid-1978 any decision on whether to allow the use of
plutonium-uranium mixtures in light water nuclear
power reactors. The NRC wants to ban plutonium use
until safeguards are developed to prevent “loss or diver-
gion and illicit use.” Plutonium is the deadliest element
known to man. The NRC decision iz provisional and sub-
ject to public review and comment.
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by Joan Nice

A valuable piece of publicland is at stake. At a hearing
held in Salt Lake City last week, that land generated talk
of roads, airports, and marinas. Talk of the need for oil,
gaz, and power plants. Talk of boosting local economies.
All are part of the potentials of this piece of public land,
the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area.

Conservationists saw other potentials for the Glen Ca-
nyon NRA. They talked of its grandeur and asked, no
matter what the temptations, that officials minimize de-
velopment and classify much of the area as wilderness.

Sitting in judgment at the proceedings, a parade of
possible futures for the canyon country, was the National
Park Service.

The Park Service calls the area "the heart of the rug-
ged, relatively remote and inaccessible canyon country of
northern Arizona and southern Utah.” The NRA includes
the Escalante Canyon region.

The most controversial proposal was a road which
would cut deep into wild areas, bridging the Escalante
River near Stevens Arch. The rad is described by its
proponents as a "low-speed, scenic parkway” which would
connect Lake Powell's two biggest marinas, Wahweap
and Bullfrog. The highway was authorized in the 1972
bill creating the NRA, but it hasn't been funded yet. That
leaves it "still in the talking stages,” according to Glen
Canyon NRA superintendent Temple Reynolds.

Ruth Frear, speaking for the Uinta Chapter of the
Sierra Club, said that any attempt to minimize travel
time would degrade a tourist’s experience in the NRA,
"It's a place to explore, not a place to dash from point A to
point B,” she said.

Peter Hovingh of the Escalante Wilderness Committee
objected to a proposal to construct an airport in the NRA,

He zaid he didn’t think recreation areas “should be turned
over to the jet set.”

LOST A DECADE AGO

A number of conservationist speakers admitted that
they felt they had lost the most important round in the
battle to protect the Glen Canyon area over a decade ago.
In 1963 Glen Canyon Dam was erected to provide electri-
cal power. As a by-product, the dam provided a reservoir
and motorized boating on 163,000 acres of water which
swamped some of the finest canyon lands in the country.

Author Edward Abbey reportedly said he'd be willing to
allow the trans-Escalante road — if the Park Service
promised to drain the dam’s reservoir. This unlikely com-
promise, however facetiously proposed at the Park Ser-
vice hearings in Kanab, Utah, underlined conser-
vationists’ deep regrets about the dam.

Nevertheless, conservationists did turn out in large
numbers at the hearings, to save what a Sierra Club
spokesman called "the remnants of Glen Canyon.” Hear-
ings were held in Salt Lake City, Utah, Kanab, Utah,
Page, Ariz., and Phoenix, Ariz.

At the Salt Lake hearings, the largest protected area
was proposed by Ed Dobzon, who represented Friends of
the Earth and the Montana Wilderness Association. Dob-
sorvasked that a 1,032,000 acre wilderness in the NRA be
combined with Bureau of Land Management lands along
the Escalante and San Juan Rivers to form a "Glen Ca-
nyon Memorial National Monument.”

The Park Service's maximum wilderness alternative
encompassed about one million acres.

The debate goes back 40 years. In 1935 the National
Park Service proposed a 4% million aere “Escalante Na-
tional Monument” — a scheme that would have included
eight per cent of the state of Utah. “The bitterness and
suspicion that proposal created among southern Utah
livestockmen have persisted, in varying degree, to this
day,” according to an article in the Deseret News. Later
both Robert Marshall of the Wilderness Society and Sec-
retary of Interior Harold Ickes pushed for the protection of
large blocks of the southwestern canyon country.

In recent times the dimensions have shrunk. The Park
Service offered six alternatives, which would provide
T9%, 47%, 26%, 16%, 6% and 0% wilderness in the
1,236,880-acre NRA. None of these proposals were
"locked in concrete,” they said. They simply wanted to let
the public choose between a range of unweighted propos-
als.

Although the pick-a-plan system drew many praises,
one speaker rejected the approach, saying that no infor-
mation about the ability of the land to sustain the diffier-
ing levels of development had been provided by the Park
Service. The speaker, Dan Green, is a student in land use
planning at Utah State University. He charged that the
agency had shown "no sound basis in judgment for these
alternatives. They should go home and dp their
homework more thoroughly before presenting us with a
master plan.”

RAMPTON'S STAND

The state of Utah has no lands classified as wilderness,
although Gov. Calvin Rampton said in a statement pre-
sented at the Salt Lake hearing that he "wholeheartedly”
endorses the Wilderness Act. Rampton's statement on the
Glen Canyon NRA called for about 16% wilderness. Most
of the business interests and public officials who spoke
backed the governors' stand. Most other citizens at the
Salt Lake hearings backed Park Service alternative No.
1, which would "maximize” wilderness by protecting 68%
of the NRA immediately and 11% later, when incompati-
ble uses were phased out.

U.8. S8enator Frank E. Moss of Utah admonished the
pro-wilderness majority of the audience: “"We need to use
our natural resources in a balanced way,” he said, sug-
gesting that backpackers in the crowd might be advocat-
ing wilderness classification for selfish reasons. We want
to preserve these areas "so our people can enjoy them,”
Moss said. "But not by just one group of people.”

Wayne County Commissioner Dwight Williams
warned, "You've got us fenced in if these proposals go.”

HALF OF PRUDHOE BAY

Energy companies who spoke at the Salt Lake hearings
included Gulf 0il Co. and Altec 0il Co. Dean Rowall, who

spoke for Gulf, pointed out that the Orange Cliffs area of
the NRA contains tar sands holding the largest unde-
veloped deposit of heavy oil in the U.S. He estimated that
the deposit could produce 6-7 billion barrels of oil, “nearly
half of what Prudhoe Bay in Alaska now has,” he gaid. "It
seems Lo me like its kind of a waste to just leave it there.”
Maximizing wilderness was also attacked by speakers
who supported the trans-Escalante road and other forms
of mechanized recreation. Mark Dean, a Utah Parks and
Recreation Dépt. employe who said he was speaking for
himself, urged the Park Service to maximize the oppor-
tunities for the most people. "Are we civilized if we're
turning our back on the people who can't walk?" he asked.
Noel deNevers, speaking for the Wasatch Mountain
Club, tried to answer that query. "There are a lot of things
in this eountry which aren’t available to everybody,” he
said, citing wilderness areas, glee clubs, and pro-football
teams as exampl&e.._ By opening some experiences to
everyone "you are going to destroy them,” he said.

The hearing record on Glen Canyon NRA wilderness
and master plan is open until June 19. The next step will
be for the Park Service to propose policy and write a draft
environmental impact statement, That statement is ex-
pected to be complete by about mid-August of this vear,
when public input will again be solicited.

For more information write for the Park Service's
“Master Plan and Wildermess Study Alternatives, March
1975 — Glen Canyon NRA” Interior Bldg., Washington,
D.C. 20240. Contact the Wilderness Society, 1901 Penn-
sylvania Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, for a “Wil-
derness Hearing Alert — Glen Canyon NRA."

Ruth Frear, Sierra Club—It’s
a place to explore, not a place

to dash from point A to point
B.

Dean Rowall, Gulf Qil Co. —
It seems like kind of a waste to
Just leave it there.
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PEABODY COAL V. SANDHILL CRANES

On May 5 there was a showdown in Colorado between Peibody Coal and the
greater sandhill crane’s protectors — the Division of Wildlife. Peabody had
announced plans to build a coal haul road from a new mine to the Hayden
Power Plant near Craig, Colo. The road Peabody had staked and flagged
bisected a “dancing ground” of the greater sandhill crane — a subspecies
classified as endangered in the state. Wildlife director Jack Grieb notified
Peabody that "based on our study we must insist that the haul road not be
constructed across the area.” The May 5 meeting was set to settle differences.

According to the division's non-game bird specialist, Walter Graul, the area
under guestion is especially critical since it represents "the major traditional
dancing ground for the Colorado nesting population. When the birds arrive
each spring they gather on this particular site and stay for about three weeks.
During this time, they feed on the area and perform dancing displays charac-

teristic of cranes. During dancing, the birds alternately bow and spring up,
flapping the wings and calling."

Graul emphasizes that the exact impaci of the proposed road is impossible to
predict, but that the division predicts “several possible adverse effects” and so
is recommending selection of an alternative road site.

At the meeting Peabody agreed tolook for an alternative road site, but would
not commit itself to pulling up stakes on the dancing ground.

Division land use coordinator, Robert Hoover, told the ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NEWS that they hope the county will apply pressure to insure that Peabody
finds an alternative route. If that doesn't work and Peabody reverts to its
original plan, then the state could file suit to protect the cranes, Hoover told the
NEWS.

Photo of sandhill eranes by George D. Andrews and courtesy of the Colorado
Division of Wildlife.

Two Forks dam issue opens again

The Bureau of Reclamation’s recommendation to construct the Two Forks Reservoir
on the South Platte River near Denver has beeri withdrawn, according to Colorado
Business. "The question of the site, or even the decision whether or not to build any
dam anywhere, is again open,” BuRec planner Larry Nelson told Colorado Business.
BuRec is soliciting comments on the dam proposal, which would store Denver's prop-
osed future transmountain water supplies, until June 1.

QOil, gas impact on Flathead studied

An environmental impact statement is being prepared on oil and gas leases proposed
for the North and South Forks of the Flathead River in Montana. Texas Pacific Oil Co.,
through its Calgary, Alberta, office, has applied for oil and gas leases on about 175,000
acres of Flathead National Forest lands on the rivers. The statement should be ready for
release about June 1. Because of the location of the lease applications, much concern
has been expressed as to what could happen since the areas are near Glacier National
Park, the Bob Marshall Wilderness, and the proposed Great Bear Wilderness. The
rivers are also under consideration for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers system.

Senators won‘t cut Eagles Nest area

The Denver Water Board's request to delete some 3,000 acres from the proposed
Eagles Nest Wilderness area has again been rejected by the Senate Interior Committee,
according to Sen. Floyd Haskell (D-Colo.). The board claims it will significantly
increase the cost of the proposed $222 million Eagle-Piney water diversion project near
Vail, Colo. Haskell recommended against the deletion. He said, the "presumption must
be in favor of wilderness values and for a very simple reason, preservation of wilderness
is reversible and destruction of wilderness is not,” according to a Rocky Mountain
News story.
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Hells Canyon protection progresses

A House Interior subcommittee voted a favorable recommendation for a bill to create
a system of federal wild river, recreation, and wilderness areas on the Middle Snake
River below Hells Canyon dam. The bill would ban construetion of any dams on a 68
mile stretch of the river, which has been the subject of controversy in Congress for
several years. The subcommittee approved an amendment by Rep. Lloyd Meeds
(D-Wash.,) to give further study to 33 miles north of the Oregon-Washington border
which is bordered largely by private land. The subcommittee rejected a “compromise”
amendment by Rep. Teno Roncalio (D-Wya.) to allow two dams. Roncalio claimed that
building two more dams below the present Hells Canyon dam and upstream of Dough's
Bar would protect about 60 miles of scenic, white-water recreational area while supply-
ing needed hydroelectric power. Rep. Meeds disagreed, saying any dam construction in
the area "is not a eompromise but a defeat.”

Eagles transplanted to protect lambs

Ranchers and a federal wildlife agency have reached an agreement in southwestern
Montana which they hope will reduce lamb losses to eagles while still protecting the
birds. The 17.8. Fish and Wildlife Serviee is trapping golden eagles in the area and
moving them to other areas. This spring’s program is a continuation of an agreement
reached last June between the ranchers and the agency in which the stockmen with-
drew their requests for authority to kill the birds. A biologist for the agency said
preliminary studies indicate the number of lamb kills by eagles is unusually high in
Beaverhead County. Another agency biologist said little is known about eagle behavior
or the possible results of the experiment. At least one of three eagles trapped last year
and moved about 100 miles away has returned. He said additional eagles might move
into the area at any time.

Lead feared in Kellogg garden food

Residents of Kellogg, Idaho, have been warned not to plant vegetable gardens
because of the danger of lead contamination. Kellogg is the home of Bunker Hill Co.
lead and zinc smelting operations. Dr. Lee Stokes, environmental administrator for the
Department of Health and Welfare in Idaho, said the recommendation was based on
high lead levels found in samples of beets, carrots, and lettuce grown in the town and
neighboring towns last summer, He said that one normal serving of the vegetables
would have lead content greater than the recommended maximum daily amount,
according to the Associated Press story. Bunker Hill has been in the headlines many
times because of high lead content in the blood of children living near the smelter and
because of high sulfur dioxide emissions.

Gov. Andrus supports Clean Air Act

Idaho Gov. Cecil D. Andrus has protested Ford Administration plans to gut
the Clean Air Act in a letter to Sen. Edmund 8. Muskie (D-Maine). "Virtually
the entire state of Idaho enjoys air quality that is better than the minimum
national standards and we would be irreparably harmed by an erosion of this
national policy,” he said. "We believe that over-all publichealth and welfare is
enhanced by a national policy to preserve and maintain high quality air from
significant deterioration. . . .We strenuously oppose a retreat from this na-
tional effort.”

Non-game stamp sale disappointing

Only about 800 Wildlife Conservation Stamps were sold in Colorado’s first
year attempt to gain support for non-game wildlife programs. About 54,000
was collected. Some conservationists in Colorado are disappointed at the
response to the new program, according to the Wildlife Management Institute.
They still hope that non-game wildlife enthusiasts will support programs for
non-game species to the degree sportsmen contribute to game species man-
agement. Almost 260,000 sportsmen purchase more than 335,000 licenses and
permits each year, providing Wildlife Division with more than $4.7 million.

Grasshoppers have protozoan foe

As ranchers and farmers in the Northern Plains gear up to start combating
grasshoppers with toxic insecticides, researchers at Montana State University
are studying a protozoan that may make the poisons obsolete. "The only way to
get rid of grasshoppers now is to use insecticides like Cabryl or Malathion.
They do a fair job on the grasshoppers, but they're broad spectrum insecticides
and kill every other insect in the area. They get rid of beneficial insects too,”
says MSU entomologist John Henry. He says the parasitic protozoan attacks
only grasshoppers and a few species of crickets so it will "leave the environ-
ment in a much more stable state” at a quarter of the cost. Small scale tests
have shown a 50% grasshopper reduction in four weeks. Henry predicts it will
be about three years before tests are completed and the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency approves large scale use of the control method.
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Many years ago (I shudder to think how many!) I at-
tended college in Denver. My roommates and I discovered
a most interesting way to while away some of those long
Sundays away from home. We would walk the four blocks
to the streetcar line, (now a relic of bygone days!) board
the car and ask for a transfer. At random, we would
transfer to another line and ride to some of the beautiful
residential sections of the city. Then we'd disembark and
walk, sometimes for miles, admiring the beautiful old
homes and well-landscaped yards. I regret now that my
interest at that time was more in the picturesque and
beautiful than in the historic, for I'm sure that many of
those beautiful old homes were also of historic interest,
had we but taken time to find out.

In the intervening years, Denver has grown im-
mensely. It is surrounded on all sides by sprawling sub-
urbs and convenient shopping centers. Many of those
beautiful old buildings have long since been torn down to
make room for the shopping malls, business buildings,
freeways, filling stations, and parking lots. It's sad to
contemplate, but is a fact of modern life, Progress, after
all, doesn't thrive on sentimentality! ;

More than 100 years ago, there were some people who
worried about this same problem. In the Oet. 28, 1871,
issue of Harper's Weekly appeared a drawing of an old
building (dated 1776) being demolished, along with the
beautiful big trees nearby. Let me quote from the accom-
panying article:

“Modern progress shows no reverence for the old or the
picturesque. It spares neither the work of human hands
nor natural scenery. The old romantic city of Nuremberg
is torn down to make way for railway depots, modern
shops, and palatial hotels. There was at one time talk of
leveling the lofty rock on which stands the noble castle of
Edinburgh, and nothing saved it but the outery of execra-
tion which the proposal roused from a few people of taste.

"Our own country exhibits many striking examples of
this spirit. The good people of Boston, who first leveled the
breastworks of Bunker Hill to obtain a foundation for the
Monument now talk of abolishing the Monument to give a
place to stores! In the same way many venerable struc-
tures have disappeared from our own city, (New York) as
depicted by our artist in the fine sketch on page 1020. The
site of the picturesque old mansion, with its Revolutio-
nary traditions, is wanted for 4 modern building, and
down it must go: and with it disappears another of the few

links that still connect us with the past. But this is one of
the inevitable consequences of progress and improve-
ment. Comfort, cleanliness, and convenience are of more
importance to society than the merely picturesque, and it
i8 only against the needless destruction of the memorials
of the past that a protest should be entered. That of the old
Hancock House in Boston, for example, was an inexcusa-
ble act of vandalism which can never be repaired.”

Well, that was written more than 100 years ago, and it’s
nice to know that since that time a great many historic
and "picturesque” buildings have been renovated and
saved for future generations. '

Common sense tells us that the old must eventually
make way for the new; it has always been that way, and
will always be. And it is just possible that the “new” of 100
years from now might be influenced by a change of life-
style. For instance, mass transportation may mean that
acres and acres of parking lots across the country are no
longer necessary or useful. I doubt if our great-great-
grandchildren will have many pangs of regret as they
plow them up, perhaps to be replaced by beautiful green
parks. Or is that just unprogressive wishful thinking?
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SEE THE WATER HEATER? William B. Edmondson has desi gned and built solar collectors for

his roof in San Diego, Calif. The system provides almost all of the hot water his family uses. He has
patented the set-up, which he calls "SolarSan,” and is selling licenses. Edmondson claims that his
system is cheaper and easier to build than others available.

SolarSan heats (cheaply) house, food, pool

William B. Edmondson has devised a simple, inexpen-

sive, do-it-yourself solar heater. He claims his invention
can heat water, a swimming pool, a house, or cook food,

A number of other heaters on the market can do all
that, of course. Edmondson’s is worthy of note because it is
inexpensive to build — about $1 per square foot as com-
pared to about 37 to $16 per square foot for the collectors
available from commercial solar energy firms. In addi-
tion, Edmondson claims his heater is easy to build with
simple tools, even for "wood butchers.”

Edmondson calls the patented heater "SolarSan.” The
96-square-feet of home-built SolarSan collectors on his
roof have supplied most of his hot water needs in San
Diego, Calif., since last September. Only during a few
-long cloudy spells did he have to turn on his auxiliary gas
heater.

. Edmondson places his sun-collecting boxes flat on his
sloped roof because he thinks they look better that way.
They would collect more sunlight at a steeperangle facing
south — but Edmondson says he prefers adding an extra
16-square-foot box or two to make up for his loss of capac-
ity.

Each box is built sandwich-style: on the bottom, a rigid
base panel, then a layer of fiber glass wool insulation
covered with blackened foil, copper tubing through which
water will flow and be heated, an air space, and finally
one or two layers of glass or plastic. Other similar heaters
are generally more expensive to produce, because of the
problem of attaching the copper tubing to the light-
ahsorbing sheet, in this case, foil. Edmondson anchors his
tubing with U-brads or ordinary fasteners which draw it
against the foil and form a trough. Glue in the trough,
combined with the fastener make a good contact, Ed-
mondson says, "without reverting to welding or other

- expensive processes.”

Edmondson says he hopes that other people will put the
sun to work. "We might just build enough SolarSans to
reduce our demand for foreign oil to a trickle,” he says.

Edmondson is editor of a monthly newsletter, Solar
Energy Digest. He is offering licenses to build a Selar-
San system for your own use for $25. He is also willing to
sell non-exclusive commereial licenses to qualified people

-

(Editors’ note: This article is part of a series designed to
let our readers know about alternative energy equipment
available for purchase in the Rocky Mountain region. If
you know of a company we should mention, please send us
information. We can't make endorsements, because we
haven't tested the equipment. But we hope you find these
introductions useful and are moved to begin your own,
more thorough, investigations.)

whowant to go into the solar energy manufacturing busi-
ness,

To find out more about SolarSan, write to the Solar
Energy Digest. Book Department, P.0. Box 17776, San
Diego, Calif. 92117. Edmondson will send vou a booklet
on SolarSan water heaters which includes clear dra wings
and detailed descriptions.

BULLETIN BOARD

ORYV PLANS ANNOUNCED

The Bridger-Teton National Forest in northwestern
Wyoming has prepared plans for off-road vehicle (ORV)
management in the forest. Informational materials on
the plan are available at the Bridger-Teton supervisor's
office in Jackson and from district ranger offices. In June
the ORV plan will be presented in Casper (June 3, Holi-
day Inn), Laramie (June 4, Holiday Inn), Rock Springs,
and Evanston (dates unknown). Comments on the plan
will be accepted up until Jyne 30, 1975.

WYO. WATER POLLUTION HEARING

A public hearing on the Wyoming water pollution prog-
ram plan will be held at 9 a.m. June 9 in the anditorium of
the State Office Building West in Cheyenne. The hearin £,
conducted by the state Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ), will focus on the proposed plan and will
also cover sewage treatment facility construction grants.
Copies of the plan are available from county clerks or the
DEQ.

WILDERNESS TRAIL PLAN
A proposed trail plan for the Bob Marshall Wilderness
in Montana is available for public.review and comment.
Copies can be obtained from forest supervisor offices in
Kalispell or Great Falls. The-plan describes the existing
trail system and suggests management alternatives to

' protect pristine areas and provide adequate isolation for

the area’s grizzly bear population. The 950,000-acre wil-
derness straddles the Continental Divide in western
Montana, including parts of the Flathead and Lewis and
Clark National Forests.

GEOTHERMAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

The Energy Research and Development Administra-
tion has published a bibliography of information on
geothermal resources. The bibliography may be purch-
ased from the National Technical Information Service,
U.5. Department of Commeree; Springfield, Virginia,
22161 for $10.60 per paper copy and $2.25 for microfiche
copy. Orders should specify the report number and title:
TID-3354, " A Bibliography of Geothermal Resources Ex-
ploration and Exploitation.”
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Environmental Pollution in Montana

High Country News-15
Friday, May 23, 1975

Robert Bigart, Ed., Mountain Press Publishing
Company, Missoula, Mont., 1972. $8.50, hard
cover; $5.95, paperback.

Review by Peter Wild

In the 1890s it was not uncommon for Butte ntin-
ers to lose their way to work in the sulfurous fumes
of local copper smelters. Four trees remained in the
blighted city.

Reacting to public concern, William Clark, owner
of one smelter, reassured Butte's citizens that the
smoke was good for them. It". .. was a disinfectant
destroying 'the microbes that constitute the germs
of disease.”” He also attributed the high proportion

f beautiful women in the area to the beneficial
arsenic in the smoke that, according to him, pro-
duced delicate complexions. Then, despite the
salubrious qualities of Butte's air, the death rate
began to soar, boosted by pulmonary-related dis-
eases. The city fathers responded to outeries and an
eventual riot by choosing the interests of out-of-
state investors v.er the health of the people who
elected them; they refused to enforce the city’s
anti-pollution law.

With this historieal background,
Environmental Pollution in Montana launches
a series of essays designed to help the layman assess
the state's condition concerning air, water, and
solid-waste pollution. The book will be of little com-
fort i ranyone --.Mpt the willfully blind. Because nf

11

te size and relatiyelysmall ""_-jﬂ.l lation, Montana is

L

10t vet.as h".’.”k smudeed and sickened as are other

gtates, particularly those in the East.

Yet it won't stay that way long unless things
change. Chapter after chapter documents cattle
dying painfully in Garrison, Mont., and Douglas firs
turning into skeletons on the E]n-m 1d National
Forest nd other chemieal horrors not mentioned
in the propaganda of chambers of commeres.

And spe ng ( 1 I 1128 g th OO0
1ims at balance by presenting art v authors
with differing viewpoints. In places one recognizes
the standard desage of pabulum and PR hogwash.
‘Environmental Activity of the Montana Chamber
of Commeree in the 1971 State Legislature,” penned

. Schmidt, is a bland
“ves we do no we don't” kind of
ouble talk infecting the rhetorie of most state

by its then-president, Grover €

masterpiece of |

Elsewhere, Mr. Don . Osbtirn, owner of Oshurn
Kemical Con, and Pest Control Service in Great
Falls, proclaims his ohjectivity, He then lectures the
reader that all this fuss about DDT

iz really rather
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silly. Aw, shur:ks (At least he doesn't urge it on us
as good for complexions.)

All in all, though, the book presents a profes-
sional rundown of the major problems, backed up
with charts, tables, and photographs. The best part
is the end, the section, "Politics and Philosophy,”
detailing the past stranglehold of outside money on
the state's progress. Particularly moving is the
coming-to-birth of Montanans' concern for their

Maine methanol project

The state of Maine has apparently pulled out of an
energy experiment it had once called its "Manhattan Pro-
ject.” Earlier this year Gov. James Longley had an-
nouneced that his Office of Energy Resources (OER) would

" place the highest priority on converting wood waste into

methanol (see HCN, March 28, 1975, p. &)

Now the OER has closed and "the state’s so-called
Manhattan Project iz kaput,” reports the Maine Times.

Reasons for the pull-out are not entirely clear. En-
vironmental, economiec, and technical questions about
methanol production remain. But part of the reason for
the povernor's move may have been political, Maine
Times editor John Cole suggests. "Most signals point to
the governor's view of Monks (former head of OER) as a
political rival about to score with an energy project the
governor wants to be identified with," Cole said in a
recent editorial.

The economics of establishing a methanol industry may
have also caused some second thoughts. Comparing three
tvpes of fuel: wood, organic wastes, and coal, a methanol
expert from Massachusetts Tnstitute of Technology points
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—down vests are a most versatile outdoor
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—CAMP 7 vests are carefully made of the

stuff sack.
—lifetime guarantee.
—red, blue, light green, XS-XL.

heritage with the stormy Lincoln affair of 1970, a
true-to-form Anaconda grab.

At this point the book nearly bursts into flame
with “The Politics of Pollution in Montana,” by Dale
A. Burk, columnist for the Missoulian. He sums up
the erisis of much of the West: "Massive machines
pose ready to rip the state's guts open wide so east-
ern wealth can reap more profit from colony Mon-
tana.” In short, it's time for a change.

abandoned before begun

out that production costs for coal or waste plants would be
about 10 cents per gallon cheaper than for a wood plant.
On the other hand, it is much cheaper to build a plant for
wood or for wastes, than a eoal plant.

Another unanswered guestion is which wood technol-
ogy to use. In a paper entitled "Methanol — Is It the Best
Thing Since the Umbrella or Are There Still Things to
Think About?” two Maine chemists point out that the
processes of pyrolysis and hydrolysis would decrease the
amount of fuel produced, but would increase the by-
products.

Other scientists:in the state have raised questions
about the loss of nutrients returned to the soil by natural
decay if waste wood were removed from the forest floor.
They claim the state needs more information on how
much wood they could wisely utilize.

Research done by the short-lived Maine OER has been
compiled in a 33-page document entitled: "Collected
Working Papers on the Production of Synthetic Fuel from
Wood." It iz available from the governors office in Au-
gusta, 04330,
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Utahn fights

When conservationists get together to talk shop, June
Viavant talks canyons. "I can only think about one
thing,” she says. "That’s the Escalante.” That particular
southwestern canyon and the area that surrounds it have
been her obsession since the '80s.

She entered the battle to protect the Escalante through
a small group which her hushand and some friends had
started. While that group wasstill alive, her hushand was
asked to tour the Escalante with the Utah Highway De-
partment. June asked to come along, too. No women al-
lowed, she was told.

A friend accuses her of committing herself to battle
then, in the name of women's liberation. But Viavant says
it was the Escalante itself that prepared her for the long-
term fight. On a family backpacking trip she walked for
two days to reach Steven's Arch, the point deep in the
backeountry where a proposed tourist highway was to
cross the Escalante.

“That's what pushed my button,” Viavant says. “It's
just gorgeous, it's overwhelmingly beautiful.”

She and two friends started their own group by pri nting
up a brochure about the Escalante and the forces that
threatened it. They mailed it to a few people in the Four
Corners statés. Money started coming back to them.

“That was really heartening,” Viavant says.

Soon the brochure and the message about the Escalante
began to reach people all over the country. In Salt Lake
City they inspired a corps of about 15 dependable work-
ers. These people later initiated the Uinta Chapter of the
Sierra Club. That organizational step built up the conser-
vation effort in the state, but it weakened Escalante sup-
port.

“Now all of the original people have two or three major
things they’re doing at once,” Viavant says.

She is similarly burdened, but the Escalante remains
her top priority.

ROAD HEARINGS

In 1969 the Utah Road Commission held hearings in
Salt Lake City to discuss the trans-Escalante road. Opin-
ions expressed were heavily inclined toward preserva-
tion. Two people testified for the road and 29 teatified
against it. Twenty-three letters supported the highway
and 150 opposed it. Hearings at Kanab, Utah inspired
three letters for the road and 460 against it.

Despite this showing, the Utah Road Commission ap-
proved the trans-Escalante road corridor.

Viavant is accustomed to losing battles in Utah. The
Sierra Club, she says, seems "universally villainous in
everybody's eyes.” The feelings run so strong that Viav-
ant and her friends have had their ears vandalized while
backpacking in the Escalante — windows broken, wiring
and hoses cut.

“1 think it's teenage kids who are picking up the feel-
ings of the local eommunity, but I don't think it's an

June Viavant, Ms. Escalante

organized effort,” Viavant says.

Opposition to the Sierra Club comes from "good country
people” who are trying to wring out a living on poor land
and who are desperate for money, she explains. They
aren't interested in preserving southeastern Utah's ca-
nyon lands. They are interested in developing whatever
attractions their area has to build the local economy.

"They’re just dying for power plants down there,” Viav-
ant says.

She says she can't blame the local people, however.
"They don't just hold a second job; they hold three jobs.
But I do blame the politicians because they've got broader
horizons and they ought to know better.”

GLEN CANYON NRA

Viavant worked hard on a bill which established the

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. Most of the Es-
calante drainage recommended by environmentalists for
study for wilderness classification was included in the
NRA. But the bill also authorized the trans-Escalante
road, although no funds were appropriated.

That portion of the hill disturhs her, but Viavant says
“we still have choices. The bill requires a study of the
road. It does not require the secretary to construct it,
unless appropriations are made for this phase of the pro-
ject.”

After the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area bill
was passed, the environmental movement in Utah went
into kind of a slump, Viavant says. But not for long. Soon
proposals for the Kaiparowits and other coal-fired electri-
cal generating plants arose. One of the giants, Utah
Power and Light Co.’s proposed Garfield Plant, may in-
clude a damn on the Escalante River a few miles outside of
the town of Escalante.

The latest opportunity for action to protect the Es-
calante came at Park Service hearings held last week in
cities in Utah and Arizona (see story page 12). Viavant,
who was elected to the national Sierra Club board of
directors, spoke out for the club’s 150,000 members.

Itern by item, she commented in detail on the Park

Service's master plan and wilderness proposals for the
Glen Canyon NRA, which includes much of Esealante
Canyon. She knows the NRA well. Over the past 10 years,
she has spent 125 nights in the Escalante region, mostly
on weekends, during every month of the year except Au-
gust.

She asked that the Park Service choose the first of six
alternatives for the area — the plan that dedicated the
largest number of acres to wilderness. She hoped that her
grandchildren would not have to inherit "the remnant of
the remainder of what was left over of the residue” of the
Glen Canyon country.

She quoted Wallace Stegner:

"Nowhere in the world probably is the transitoriness of
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to save southwestern canyons

human habitation shown so outrageously. Nowhere is
historical time pitted so helplessly and so obviously
against the endless minutes of geological time, A man can
walk into a canyon a block from his house and be face to
face with two or three petrified minutes of eternity.”

What influence will Viavant and other conser-
vationists in the state have on the Park Serviee decision
on the Glen Canyon NRA? Viavant's not sure.

“We have no political strength in this state,” she says.
*If the Park Service doesn't have the guts to make a good
proposal just for the sake of a good proposal, then we are
going to lose a precious resource.”

Viavant is willing to admit lack of Utah support. But
she feels that lack shouldn’t be a deciding factor. “This is
federal land and it belongs to all the people in the U.S.."
she says.

It is tough working on local issues, she admits, “ering-
ing around like a villain all the time.” She finds strength _
through her position on the Sierra Club board of directors.
They think what she is doing is useful and important.

She thinks, despite the difficulties, that conser-
vationists have made some progress in Utah. "If I really
thought it was hopeless, I'd quit, because I like to back-
pack too well,” she says. —JN

June Viavant
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- Dear Friends,

Conservationists are often accused of being opposed to
everything. But, in most cases, that's not a role taken on
by choice. It's more a reaction aimed at unwise develop-
ments which assault cherished resource values and insult
our sensitivities, .

The Sierra Club emphasizes "not blind opposition to
progress, but opposition to blind progress.” If conser-
vationists seem so negative these days, maybe it’s be-
cause so much that is passed off in the name of progressis
blind. :

"Environmentalists are against the destruction of the
natural legacy,” author Peter Wild tells us in hisartice in
this issue on the Escudilla battle in Arizona. " A far better
way of putting it is that they are in favor of quality in our
lives.” All that's involved is a careful change of words, and
one’s outlook and public image can be changed.

In this issue’s front page story, Mike Cross tells us
about a group that is countering a grandiose ski develop-
ment scheme by proposing an equally ambitious, but
more environmentally sensitive, development. The
Forest Service has labeled the alternative proposal a
“blocking action,” but perhaps, far from being a roadb-
lock, it may be a detour leading to a more desirable future.

The hearings on the Glen Canyon-Escalante wilder-
ness, reported on page 12, are another case in point. Con-

servationists at such hearings are often branded anti-
development fanatics trying to "lock-up” natural re-
sources. On the conirary, wilderness advocates seek to
protect and enjoy a resource far more valuable and scarce
than any oil or gas that might be found in the area — the
wilderness resource,

We can import oil or we can find alternatives once the
natural gas is used up. But how do you import wilderness
to the overdeveloped Eastern Seaboard? Is there any al-
ternative source of wilderness that can provide the same
spiritual experience to man?

Fighting brushfire environmental battles is an
emotionally-taxing and rarely-rewarded avocation. It's
not the sort of pastime one takes up for fun or health. In
fact, friends in Lander have told us that they are amazed
how often they find one of the High Country News staff
under the weather with officeitis: lack of sleep, writer's
cramp, or the too-many-impact-statements-reviewed eve
and mind disease. Many of you probably suffer from simi-
lar symptoms.

The antidote to this is, of course, faith in a better world.
Being against everything can't fill your soul. In the long
run, the successful, effective conservationist has to have
a positive vision — something to work toward instead of
against.

The poet Robinson Jeffers, dismissed by some critics as
a cynic, called that goal "organic wholeness.” He wrote,
“The greatest beauty is organic wholeness, the wholeness
of life and things, the divine beauty of the universe. . . ."”
Interestingly enough “cynic” originally meant a member

of a sect of ancient Greek philosophers who held virtue to
be the only good, and stressed independence from worldly
needs and pleasures,

So, eynics unite! Now more than ever society needs a
guiding light — a glimpse of “the divine beauty of the
universe.”

Jeffers warns: "Love that, not man apart from that, or
else you will share man's pitiful confusions, or drown in

despair when his days darken.”
—the editors
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