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Montana' Air
Bartered

, Photo by Verne Huser
Sl '\I'\IEII S\IOKE IN .1i\CKSON UOLl'; : With the lower ,,"niDI thl' Teton

Hang(', indl~fling the .Iackson lIole Ski Area, s('rving Hio,"hackgrollnd." n hot-mix
pla nt opt-r:,ll-d for the paving of the lower end 01 the l\'loos(,-\\ilson IImnl last
"'11 111mer. Uot~sit violate the \\~'yoming Air fhmlity :\ct'! This photo was tak ...)
,luring the (;ov_(~rnor's('onference at Jaeksen l.ake Lodge. a meeting hostNI b,\'
\\ vomtng' .. (;ov(~rnor Stanley K. Hathaway, who talks about air 'Inality but do('s
litll«' to insure' the entoreement of the standards.

Poisoning BannedI
by Tom B!!II

Poisoning banned! The news: burst like' a.
bombshell over the rangelands of the West: And
repercussions are still echoing from Montana to
Texas,
To conservationists generally, it was

welcome news, and almost more than most could
believe after long years of advocating strict
,controls. The presidential edict was more far-
reaching thim' any h~d ever believed possible,

< And some seemed to see a period of enlightment
dawning in- the President's words, "The oid
notion that.'the only good predator is a dead one'
is no longer acceptable," <

To sheepmen, it was' stunning, Western
Livestock Journal. reportE~d Vern Vivi9n,
president of the National Wool Growers
'Association from Rawlins, Wyoming, as saying
President Nixon lied to the nation's sheepmen
and cattlemen. Vivion said the President had
promised to let, stockmen review findings of an
Interior Department task force on wildlife'
mallagement before'taking action,
Secretary of the Interior Rogers Morton had

promised stockmen a chance to comment On the
fi,ndings of his specially appointed task force On
predators: In a speech before the National
Wildlife Federation Conservation Summit at

Estes Park, Colorado, on' July 9, 1971, he said,
"Let ine add that I absolutely guarantee that the
findings of these experts will be given a full
hearing' and review by wool growers and cat-
tlemen, as well as wildlife interests. The study
, already has received funding from Interior and
the Council on Environmental QualLty, and-I
personally, pledge that performance-will follow
progr<!.ms() that our impei'iled predators will not
perish in a sea of platitudes."
Little has yet been said publicly about, the

contents of the report made liy the predator task
force, But President Nixon referred to it in an,
nou,ncing his executive order. The report
reportedly-said the government should abandon
its "prophylactic control" in favor of a program
which would selectively eliminate specific
animals damaging livestock. The report also
said it had found "little solid evidence of actual
losses of livestock': from predators.
Vivion had told the National Wpol Growers

Convention in Phoenix late in January that ", , ,
we cannot and will not stand by in a vacuum and
watch our industry he annihilated by predators
or politicians who threaten our extinction
through big city voters." At the time he spoke, <

his comments were undoubtedly addressed to
(Please turn to page 4)

by Tom Bell
Montana Governor Forrest Anderson ef-

fectively sabotaged that state's air pollution
program by refusingto sign the proposed im-
plementation or' federal standards, The im-
plementation plans had tobe submitted to ~PA
by Jan, 31. •
The Governor steadfastly refuses to submit

any plan which he says is stronger than those
controls ,adopted by other states, or which
"would harm industry,"
The seven-member State Board of Health had

defied' the Governor and submitted their plan
without his signature, Their decision was
reached after' receiving numerous petitions,
letters, telegrams, and telephone calls. '
, Action chief of the air quality branch of EPA
at the Denver regional office said he did not think
the plan submitted by the Board would be ac-
cepted, 'Norman Huey said regulations provide
that the implementation plan be submit_ted by .
'.the Governor. ' '
However, the Missoula. Gals Against Smog

and Pollution (GASP) offered Qn opinion which
said that transmittal by a governor is not
necessary beea use there is no sta tufory
"IT"<Iuirementthat a govenwr must sign, approve ~
~. ~ Jiilid.~ .IIeJilJy~---~;h'tfif"fmmeari Alr~
Act would require that the plan be approved by
, The EPA even though not submitted by the
governor." .., f
The Anaconda Company and the American'

"Smelling and Refining Co. had earlier petitioned
the Board to lower the standards for sulfur
dioxide emissions. The companies had asked for
the standards 10 be no stricter than -the federal
standards which are much lower than those
proposed by the Board, The Board rejected the
petition,
The sulfur dioxide emission standard would

require all smellers to remove 90 percent of the
sulfur gas from the stacks by a mid-I973
deadline. This was the standard originally
proposed hy EPA under the 1970 Clean Air Act
but seriously weakened by Nixon Administration
proponents of indus try, '
, Benjamin F, Wake, Montana's air pollution
control director, says EPA standards are a'
'''license to pollute" and could make Montana air
as dirty as that of heavily polluted urban centers,
Anderson did not accept the Board, plan,

based on the stricter standards', on the grounds
that they would jeopardize johs in Montana. At a-
meeting with the Board, the Governor said that
strict environmental controls would frustrate
plans of the Upper Missouri Basin Regional
Economic Development Commission. ,He said he
supported air quality up to the best standards
availahle but reiterated' that "we're notgoing to
shut down any industry in the state or in a por-

__ ==",tiolLoLlhe state,"
When he was, reminded by a member Of the

Board that the Bpard did not have a history of
shutting down plants, Anderson replied, "That's
not the point. Vou don't have to shut down plants.
But you, do create in Montana a political at-
mosphere that makes it most unattractive for
anybody who wants to put investment capital in
this state." "
In a read editorial in The Missoulian <Feb. 10,

1972), Anderson was taken to task. The editorial
said, "The Anaconda Co, and its lackey, Gov.
Forrest H, .:\nders6n, have won the'latest round
in, their struggle to we,,-ken' Montana's air
pollution control program" The editorial went
on to review the history of the plan and the s'trict
standards, includirt~ theJact that in all the time
the standards were being considered not once
had the Governor "expressed the slightest
doubts or reservations about the' 90 per cent

(Please turn to page 5)
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· A new and unique dichotomy of purpose pervades' the
mtent anatlliilkihg of many westerners.Suddeilly, growth
for growth's sake has become questionable. But there still
remail!S the nagging problem of providing a way of keeping
Wyommg-youngpeople in Wyoming, or Montanans in
Montana.

injected into all of this is the element of the young people
themselves. Many of them who wish to stay will do so on
much simpler terms than their parents would have done.
No pie ihllie sky promises for them.

What-they'do want was exemplified by marchers outside
of the hearing room at Helena, Montana, recently. There
GovernOr Forrest Anderson was panned unmercifully for
letting down the bars on polluting industry'.

They and many .ofthe older generation now see a threat
1.0 life its<:lf in the on-going march of industry and progress,
Thanks to world-wide TV communication, widespread
dissemtaation of information in the printed media, and a
plethora.of.sophisticated books on environmental matters,
much of the public is better informed than their political
leaders.

This is not to say that there is not yet a solid phalanx of
ill-infllrmeo or misinformed citizens. Shortly following
Montana-Governor Anderson's action in rejecting the air
implementation plan, a letter to the editor appeared in' the'
Billings Gazette. The author, from Cody, Wyoming, said he
applauded the-Governor's actions. Said he "It was the act
of an alileand courageous man." '

But he went on to say, "What is needed is for those
radical ecologists to have to walk from one end of Montana
1.0 the OIher-::-torealize just how little effect the amount of
emissions has on the quality of the air."

Wharthisman and many others have failed to grasp is
that environmental degradation of the earth is a slow in.
sidious,-siibtle action. In some forms-of cancer, the patient
becomes a terminalcase when he at last feels the pain. Just
so with-some forms of environmental degradation.

No one may know when the quality of air may reach a
point of no return .. Or maybe it will be the accumulation of
PCB's .or....IlDT .which marks the .threshold of life or ex-

,tinction. Possibly, it may come as a synthesis of poor air,
the subtle side-effect of chemicals, and the altered Editor; . _~ Man himself. Yes, there are many people who do
chromosomes from radioactivity, I would like to know how may I help get the worry about you and about the grizzly bear, as

Allotthese things are happening across the world. Most legislater to pass a bill to protect the Grizzly you do. They belong to the Sierra Club, The
of them are being documented, each in its own place, but bear. I would also like to know what else I can do Wilderness Society, Audubon Society, Trout
each has tended to ren'lafn-coIirpartrriented II) ils,own file. lO'help'lhe Grizzly. I am only H!years 'old but I, Unlimited, and other organizations. But they

·Only now is the information beginning to be correlated and and I know others, would like. to see the Grizzly number in the thousands, while tb\w.e' 811<}

fitted t6!let,h~. The,,J;l$ultsare s,oberiJlll '(ot"l!1pse who bear when we grow up.sl would.hate to.see it go ~llionSj,mhffi'1"weat ~r aIIIhollisrgoi..g to
discern.· .. .:' ,of . like the passenger pigeon. Even though the win in the Superbowl. Ther.e are some en-

Research has shown that sulfur dioxides from Engla""l Grizzly bear is a ferocious animal, it should be couraging signs, such as the President's decision
are chaIul.!mLlhe acidic reaction of lakes and forests in' given the right to live' free in the wilderness -to ban all poisoning of animals, guilty or in-
Sweden ....LThe Swedes are coneerned.) Smoke from brush _ . without being poisoned or shot. If my generation nocent, on the public lands of the West. That will
fires in. Ca.ljfornia hide the Rockies in Wyoming. and the older generation doesn't do something help the grizzly and other predators, and it in-

·Radioactivity from a Chinese nuclear-bomb test settles over about.the advancement of the cement parking lot dicates that maybe more men have come to
Ihe U. S. one week later. or roads, by the lime I grow up there won't be recognize that you cannot eradicate all animals

The man from Cody ought to walk outside and take off anymore wilderness or animals for us to see. All without eliminating Man,too. But you have asked
his rose-colored 'glasses. He ought to subscribe to EN- we will be able to do is tell our children that there some rather basic questions that only time will
VIRONMENT-<Box 755,Bridgeton, Missouri 63044. $10per was once beautiful trees, and-animals that nature; .. answer, Iam-sorry, I .can't;'ThanKs for asking,
yearl. And so should Governor'Anderson of Montana and had created but man destroyed it - though.~· ' ' , -, .. -. " "
Governor..Stanley K. Hathaway of Wyoming.

Wyoming"s Governor has pronounced in recent months
Ihat the state has a "magnificent. opportunity" to manage
Us own destiny - and then qualifies that by saying that the
importance of mining to Wyoming's economy' outweighs
possible ecological hazards. ..

"Fortunately, the prime mineral areas of the state are
not in recreation areas. With few exceptions· they are in
arid areas of the state where it does not, in my opinion.
create environmental hazards," he sagely declares.

Would that he could be bodily transported to the middle
of Appalachia,there·to see the destruction of thousands of
acres. And all in spite of reclamation laws which make
Wyoming's act a laughing-stock in comp;lrison.

There is hope. Out in the hinterlands, the people are
restless.. Even in rock-ribbed, conservative Republican
strongholds in Wyoming, there is rebellion in the air against
the Governor's plans.

Two coincidental news items recently appeared. The
Billings Gazette (Feb. 3) carried a story about a young
couple touring the country and reporting on what they HIGH C·O·UNTRY· NEW' 5

___ found. They reported, "ll was iIi Buffalo, Wyoming (pop. .'
.~__ '- 3,394,,-tllat. we firstc~e'!crOss";rplte~ome~.th~t:we.::. "C'~ Published -bi-wee!dy at 140 North seventh

later found ID most of tileWesr,excepfCaTJforma, and m the - Street Lander Wyomil!g B2520. Tele. 1-307-332-
~ortheast. People were ~arY of gettiIlg publicity They 4Ir17.' CopyrI8ht 1971 by HI(~H COUNTRY
liked the world the way It was for them, and they had NEWS, Inc., 2nd class postage paid at Lander,
visions of hordes from .. '-California invM:ng their com- . Wyoming 82520. ,
munity." Ma~l published in HIGH COUNTRY

Four_days later, it was announced that coal develop-" NEWS may be reprinted without permission.
ments neaJ B.u1'falomay more than double the population by Proper credit,will be appreciated. ContribUtions
1980,_and_ about quadruple by 1990. The placid little (m·anuscripts, 'photos, artwork) will .be
cowtown at.. the-foot of the Bighorn Mountains will soon welcomed with the un~rstanding that the editor
bustle with the pleasant rustle of progress. Smoke will fill cannot be held responsible for loss or damage.
lhe air and huge earthmovers will rearrange the landscape. .Articles will be published at the discretion of the

_ .Anetthe sights and smells of money will please some - but editor." .
< ,~{.POriIL. ' .. . ImlTOR
~ , -_ - ! (W~-I(,~; Mi\N,uiER Mary Margaret Davis

, . ('IIU·lll./\TION M,\NAf.iER Marjorie Higley
Subscripti!1n rate $10.00
Single copy rate ',. ~

Box K, ( Lander, Wyoming, /8io!520 I'
.. , I

~- -- J;

Tht· hhu--vuulted skies of the West - for _how milch longer can lhl'Y' hi" muai-
, lili.lwd in th(; fae£" of ~verlncreasing comprnnuses enthelr fiitegrft» and llllali(\".
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Letters

The Ed; #"0 r -

Sincerely yours,
Kelly Santere .
Arlington, Texas

* *- *. - Editor:
.The enclosed is a copy of some interesting

Ihoughts from a Ilook by_Ernest Thompson Seton
(ERNEST THOMPSON SETON'S AMERICA
edited by Farida Wilzy> which I have read and
am just· now re-reading. It presents a unique·
evaluation of the worth of ,animals, and sound
economic reasons for their preservation. Add to
Ihis the moral and esthetic reasons - wildlife has
a strong case.

HIGH COUNTRY NEWS is an excellent
. paper. Keep up th~ good work.

Years ago, I used to: go to the Dubois area;
r~ally loved it. Was horrified at the changes
when I returned after 20 years. Hope the tragic
deterioration of the country (all country, not just
Wyoming> can be reversed.

Sincerely yours,
Mrs. Harry e. Belt
Santa Fe, New Mexico.,

Editor's note: Kelly, I don't know how to answer
you. In s.pite df all my experience, the things' I
read every day, and the things I have tried to do,
I do nol have enough wisdom t.oanswer. a simple
question' from One concern'ed young man.· It
puzzles me that so few of the "older generation"
don't have'the clarity of vision that you have.
Most of my generation is so involved with the
Saturday afternoon gall game that they can't be
bothered with any worrisome questions about
Ihe fale of the grizzly bear, let aloile the fate of

-

Thomas A. Bell

Editor's note: Thanks for your nice letter and the
following excerpt from Ernest Thompson Seton:

, "Aside from sentimental or esthetic·reasons .
.' . the extinction of a larg~ or higWy organized
animaI-is a serious matter .. '.

"I. It is always dangerous to disturb the
balance of nature by removing 'a poise (a point
which helps maintain balance-.ed.) Some of the
worst plagues have arisen' this way.

"2. Wedo not know, without much and caref,uI
experiment, how vast a service t!tat anir:na1
might have done to mankind, as a domestic

. species.
. "The force of this ~illbe II]ore apparent if we
recollect how much the few well-known domestic'
species have' done for tlie advancement of out
race. Wpo can decide wliich has dPJ;lemore for
,H~·<;i}",', (~~~~dturn~J~~~~~~:Ib.(t;t:

-
~.
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Reprinted from THE EVENING STAR, Washington; D, C., Feb. 3, 1972.

Reprinted from THE DENVER POST, Dec. 19. 19'1-1.

A Predator -Confrol Program
Given the public's 'interest in nature and setting up procedures" through which private

.wildlife, one might expect the subject of predator landowners might obtain poisoning permits from
losses among Western livestock to be an open the Colorado Department of Agriculture. The
book. As hearings, in Washington last week governor signed the bill but didn't-Iike-all-Its

, suggest, there is a great deal that isnotknown - provisions.
and needs to be known. As a consequence, he appointed a seven-man

, Testimony by those who have studied sheep Predatory Animal Control Study Committee to
losses suggested that ranchers are often wrong recommend changes in the law..This committee
'in blaming predators - coyotes, bobcats; eagles soon will, submit its recommendations; what
and others - for livestock losses. As one ecologist suggestiolt the go"ernor makes wilL d~pend ~in~~'00~

. said before the committee hearings, some sheep part ori what is in the report..· - ~. - .
simply wander away, We hope, in general; that the assembly can'

But he testified that there is killing of sheep keep dangerous poisons out of the hands of in-
'. by coyotes, Then, complicating matters, the - dividuals, To do otherwise. is a-step backwards.

scientist -Sander Orent - said some coyotes kill It is far better to ha,ye.,control efforts in the hands
sheep and some don't. of trained federal biologists. ,

Orent's report helps to explain differing In the long run, there is evidence that better
reports from ranchers. Some ranchers argue in studies are needed. Such studies will probably
all sincerity that they do not suffer losses from show that predators .are not as costly to the
-coyotes~ others say they suffer heavy losses..rancher as tradition has painted them. But
Where one lives and what time of the year the finding out the exact relationship might lead to
studies are conducted can have much bearing on more selective controls without running any
the outcome of the recommendations, future risk of wholesale killing of animal species

Even the question of predator numbers is a and destroying entire ecological systems.
foggy One'.Public. statements 'are abundant that
the coyote is soon.going' to be exterminated'. Yet
biologists and outdoorsmenwith noapparent axe
to grind argue there are more coyotes today (in

---eolorado) than' there were 20 years ago.
We believe enough is known to suggest that

further killing- of predators must be sharply
limited. The danger. of· interrupting the whole
ecological fabrJc,py'er-wide, areas is too great to
permit·pontrol-(o';Oon.tinue as widely 'as ithas in
the pasX;'~'" : r-: , "

The federal Wildlife Services Division, which
---handles predator control, for some time, has

limited its efforts, As present, it is controlling
predators on only one-seventh of all Forest
Service lands in Colorado. Possibly this ap-
proach can be extended into a general pattern of
zoning. Only those areas where sheep are raised
intensively would be open to predator.killing of
an~ ki,nd~:_'.;tl,;v".- '~GII'-';""'~;'t ~ i.'
(>! 't'he)!bea.ings 100ndiJeted oin,.Wasbington"by.
Sen, Gale McGee, D-Wyo., chairman-of a Senate
subcommittee on predator control, are par-
ticularlytirnely for Coloradans.

The Colorado General Assembly earlier this
year passed and sent to Gov. John Love a bill

... *-*

Editor's note: Since fife "above editorial ap-
peared, the 'Predatory Animal Control Study
Committee has submitted its recommendations

'to Governor John Love. The committee has
recommended that' thallium sulfate be banned,
with misdemeanor 'penalties for sale, use,
purchase or possession of the deadly poison. The
recommendation' came by unanimous approval
of the committee.

The seven-member board has also recom-
mended a change in the Colorado law, passed
'only last year, to return authority for issuing ,__
poisoning permits to the Colorado Game, Fish
and Parks Division. The vote was split ~-3with
the livestock members of the committee voting
to leaveauthority )lJitlt the- i\gr~~u!tlll'!!;Dcp<lrt-

i" -ment. . : ' ,~ ~,.' ..V" ",The_ commi~ .IilJ~11 ~,.\'mmll!rded minor _...
predator control laws. One of 'them had to do
with substituting the word "control" in place of
"destroy" and "eradicate" as they appear at
several points in existing laws.

- ~

nit
"'U.~ 'f!

there is even a case to -be made for jndicious
clear-cutting.

AI the same time, the timber mdustry's ..,
constant cry of timber' famine would go down a
lot better if it did not also insist on exporting its
products orif it had not comptled such a dreary
record ofmismanagement in so many public and
private forests. down through the years.

The public forests are there for use, including
commercial use, but only at a level that will

- never result in-their being used-up. The Forest
Service, and eventually the White House, bear
the burden of protecting those -lands for the
benefit of all Americans. At this point; it appears
they COUld,use m?re backbone,

Let us all hope that the latest White House
decision on'clear-cutting U, S, forest lands does
not truly represent the administration's courage
under fire in the arena of environmental
protection. Otherwise, the nation is in for a bad
lime.

The issue is one that has been building up for
years, The-timber industry has found that it can
maximize production and profit>; through clear-
cutting, which means cutting down all the trees
in an area rather than selectively cutting only'
the trees that have matured. Gradually, the U, S,
Forest Service has acceded to the .practice, And
it .continues to lean toward industry's position
despite the accumulation 'of public protest and
plenty of evidence of abuse - widespread The timber industry won another battle this dustry argues that the time and expense
devastation of forest land with consequent bad week with thescuttlingof a proposed executive reqnired for selective cutting would reduce
effects on wildlife,' soil stability and scenery. order to limit clear-cutting. The order, suggested lumber production in the face of a strong

The President's Council ori Environmental by Russell Train, chairman of Presideni N-ix-on's demand for new housing.
Quality had drafted a set of restraints in the form Council on Environmental Quality, would have ,Conservationists argue that exposing the land
of an executive order it hoped President Nixon prohibited the practice in "areas of outstanding _ toerosion, 'the polluting of waterways' and-less of
would includein his 1972environment message. scenic beauty," or 'where it would damage wildlife cover - not to mention the conversion of
But the timber il)dustry's lobbyists reacted wildlife or recreational use, or cause severe----scenicoeafityto ugliness - is too -big,a price to
quickly. After meeting with CEQ Chairman erosion. _ . - pay to match the current demand for housing,
Train, Agriculture Secretary' Butz (the Forest After the ·U. S. Forest Service "leaked" the especially since other building materials can be
Service "is part of Agriculture), a'nd Interior word to the timber industry tj'la,tsuch a proposal substituted- for lumber.
Secretary MortOl\; they got their way. The was in the works, the lumbermen .launched a ,Conservationists have' been'losing the battle
executi~e order was shelved, . successful counterattack. On 'Thursday, Train, sfeadily. Since 1950, the U. S. Forest Service has

- .. , Althimgh the administration now is' arguing Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz' and Interipr' more than doubled the logging allow.ed on
that Agriculture and Interipr have adequate Secretary,Rogers Morton agr..e.edto kill the idea. federallan~, and has failed to meet its replan-
safeguards coming along, what happened seems A Butz aide said his boss led the fight against the hng schedule.· The Multiple Use-Sustained Yield
fairly clear. The administration caved in ' propOsaL - Act of 1960 requires that logging not exceed

" primarily because o,f the political influence ihe' Clear-cutting is the stripping of forest lands of reforestation, but there are now 5 million acres
, ·timber companies can bring to,bear in the states all trees, regardless of' their ,maturity_ or· - of-national forest in need of replanting.
'of' the Far' West. This:is, if nothing else, a very suitability for commercial use. The Umber in- Senator'Gale McGcl!"lDem., Wyo.) is pushing
pofiffcal year,', legLslation which would ban all clear-cutting

In' saying all this; we do not put ol1rselves on "'" until a blue-ribbon commission can study forest
'''--the, side of the wilderness purists who wonld lock ":It" .' management practices. Conservationists might

,The; ibr~1it"'-ibdust~y out of the public' forests. ~ " have better luck in Congress than they have had
Logging these forests'is essential if the nation's ~, with the Administration. We hope so. The need
needs fOr wood'products; largely in the home'~"- .'" ':, forlnmber is.not so urgent that we inust plunder

, 'btiild'{n~ tn~ustrll; are',t? be met., Moreover, .in' " ";" .'", oor forests withQut regard to the needs of future
~ kmds of forests, notably-the Dongas fIr, ':' , _~ generations. "', '_ ~ ...... ,--~'. __

----'0, • ..... ~-'::;:'_"'_-="'~"';:"'- -=~~----~_ ~_ ~_'~~'-'-_~< -<-- ~.--

"""'~-' - -- - ----- ~-- ---".

Reprinted fro", THE' DES MOINES REGISTER,..Jan,'15,1972.

Timber Industry Wins Battle
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Wyoming Senator Gale McGee who has been
conducting hearings in Washington on the,
predator problem,

Shortly following the presidential Executive
Order on February 9 banning the use ,ofpoisons,
Vivion said, "Rule by presidential edict or
presidential order is foreign to our thinking."

The president of the Wyoming woOl Growers
Association, William Mau, said of the order, "It
is most unfortunate that President Nixon has
listened to the bad advice of some emotional and
uninformed environmental and governmental
agency people and by edict has sabotaged the
sheep industry in Western public-land states."

Unfortunately, some sheep ranchers also
seem to be slightly misinformed. State Rep.
Walter Lillie, a former president of the Idaho
Wool Growers Association and a director of the
National Public Land Council, said the order
"will be disastrous unless they come up with
some other method immediately."

Li~ continued, "Nothing comes even close
to 1080 - and it is inexpensive and one of the safest
substances. Most people lack information about
lethal baits. Actually, 1080 is very selective,
affecting only members of the cat, and dog
families." (See accompanying article by Forest
Baston.)

Not all Idahoans agree. Senator Len B.
Jordan, a former sheep rancher in the' Hells
Canyon area during the 1930's, turned a deaf ear
10 protests. He said, "I never had to use 1080
when I was sheep ranching."

Many livestock spokesmen are raising a false
spectre of damaging results to wildlife from
unpoisoned predators. They are evidently; in
hopes of getting COmfort and aid from unwitting
sportsmen who could be led to believe preilators
are critically damaging to game herds.

Wyoming's Farm Bureau President, Dave
Flitner, said an ll-state Western Farm Bureau
meeting had adopted an official statement in
protest of the ban. The statement said, in part,
,"We urge continuation of all present programs
with adequate funding by Congress. . . We
believe the approach in the presidential
executive order will create serious, irreversible

· problems for both wildlife and livestock
management, unless corrective .modifications
are initiated/~~l;'~,.~~., ,., It''\-::~,;::1., I'::'-'~"\R.'k

Wyoming's Senator Clifford P .. Hansen, a
former presidept 9,( !!J,e,\VY~lJIAM~,t9CkRr,WI'lfJrs

- ,Association, said that, "In adiJition to the
problem faced by sheep producers, whose stock
losses undoubtedly will increase to some extent
with the ban of chemical controls on public
lands, the (Senate Interior) Committee is going
to have to be concerned with the effect:predator
population'increases could have on herbivorous
wildlife ... There is of course reason to believe The following article, reprinted flom the poison in sufficient dosages to kill..any and all
discontinuance of present federal 'controlIDAHO STATESMAN, throws additional light on . carnivorous animals feeding on those oarcasses .. ·
programs· will bring an increase in predator the predator poisoning problem. Mr. Baston of II. would then appear that· the cba·rges of
population'- possibly so as to pose, a threat to Idaho Falls is chairmar. of the predator control "rapacious. killers, strewing venom over the
wildlife, including game animals, as well as to study commitlee of the Idaho Environmental . landscape" and irresponsibility would be an
livestock." Council. accurate description of the actions of some of the

Hansen said he had also noted that in The editor. associaHon's members.
Wyoming, the Game and Fish Commission has in Mr. Noh further would have us believe that
the past used poisons on occasion to control the by Forest Baston the lethal poison sodium ino~Qfloracelate (080)
cOYQtepopulation on the Teton National Forest used by the Bureau of. Sport Fisheries' and
in the winter months, for tl}e protection of elk I wish 10document for the reading public the Wifdlife,·Division.of Wildlife Services is "highly
herds. misleading opinions expressed by Mr. Laird Noh . specific". Fortunately the U. S. Department of

A check with the Teton National Forest by concerning predator control in the July 19, 1971 He.lI.h, . Education, and Welfare publication
High Country News resulted in a statement that issue of Ihis paper. ' "Clinical Handbook on Economic Poisons"
there had never been any approved poisoning Mr. Noh's premise is how should we eradicate corrects that myth iIi their description of sodium
programs involVing thallium or 1080. The our rapidly vanishing wildlife. Mr. Noh dOesnot' monofloraoetate and I quote "Sodium mono-
Wyoming Game and Fish Department' had even consider the most appropriate question of -flOl'acetate is a nonspecific poison which is used,
received approval to place' a . few "coyote- should we be pursuing 'a program of wanton to kill rats, mice,. and other rodents, and
getters" (cyanide guns) on two localized, deslructi.on?· predators in general." Furthermore," in the
specific areas for protection of wintering bighorn Mr. Noh also does not discuss the alternative st<lOdard book "Clinical Toxicology of, Com-
sheep. The statemenl was verified .by the presented by Sen.·Gaylord Nelson D'Wis., in his mercial Products" 1080is given a toxic rating of
Jackson district office of ,the 'Wyoming Game bill introduced into the '91st Congress ·S-,4486, 6 ( super, toxic) for species including homo
and Fish Department. The Department suggesting the-"MissouriPlan". The Missouri sapiens.
spokesman said the programli8d ..been discon- Plan consists of Irail1ing the landowner to control ·Mr,.Noh also·seems t-ohave neglected in his
linued two years' ago. . the specific animal causing damage. This means "infocmed" presentation ."Vertebrate Pests,'
'.In a position pa'per to the Montana Fish and that the other animals of the same species would ...Problems, ·and Control" ·a committee report'

"Game Commission last September, ·the Fish and not be .obliterated 1.0 remove these few pest "published by the National Academy·of Science in
Game DePartment said; "The effect· that animals. 1970. The committee members· represent
pred810rs hal!!! on established game populations Mr. Noh suggests that the woolgrowers have g!"vernment labs (e. g. Fish and Wildlife SelWice,
is minimaL Conlral'y Io_J!OPuiarbelief, predator : been3alsely portrayed as "'rapacious killers, ' "lI: S.'·,·Department' of Interior; 'Agriculture
·control to 'maintain estiiD1tshed _wild-'ife-strewing~v.enQ!!l. about the landscape" and,'" Researe,h Service, U.• 6: Departm'ent of
populations, is not" needed." .,The statemen~=C"fur-ther-~ls-ior ,predator. control-to be "in t~e . ,.. 'Agriculture:>, private laboratories' (e.g. Hazleton
· recognized' rancher's needs to control coyotes hands of responsible,,!>rOl!!I,-sillnals!-'These-al'e- ~babor-al()ries,,.Inc. )', privateindustry'(e. g. Shell
.but said' that 'controls should be aimed at in- the words ()/ a director pf 'Idaho's Woolgrowers . .Development Co.), and universities (e. g. 'Cornell
dividual'animals doing damage, not tbe entire Association. What then are the actions of such a " 't1niversilyL Such' a ·distinguished group can
species. group. One cal) find several documentations of' hardly be criticized as being "poorly'informed."

Writing inWyoming Wildlife Magazine' <Dec. actions of indiv,idtials. HoWever, let us .cohsider ' "Therefore; 1wish to quote from this publication:
1971), William G:Hepworth, director of technical .. the most-recently documented case,·· that of the', ".The methodology as well as the' need for'

, research for the Wyoming 'Game .,and· Fish ,eagles in Wyoming. 'Certainly one would be' " predator control are criticized by some as 'ex-,
·Department, said, " . " . (predator).' control is justified in concluding thaba president. ,of, iI'" cessive. One of the. most cogent arguments
seldom 'necessary when ,game animals' have stockgrowers association would reflect-'-the, at, . .(apart from the biologica\), against·government.
adequate food and . cover ..and breeding > liIudes <lIIId'positions of ..the.'repreSerited,stock- participation in'predator control is the economic
populatiiJns";II'e not in jeopardy," He;too.:Qb:., ._. men ... Mr" V:ail"Irvine":wrominentWyom~g: considerati.on. In,:smne ~ses.the -<lOS~',tothe, .
"~·~~lIlIClIers·illlI!d ''llO!'le)cqplro!i;.O! ",'t,sfoekma:'!;;;c§!c!e; ',- J.;';;~he,,.'~Y.~~"!lll.i:,:; .govetnment<!,o"",, rot!!ctlllilc~ttli,,,sheep,;-:;

:..~:~"~'h:. _' ~. :';"~~..,"o'- J:, . ,'f'", ;, .
'I':'.'

..

• • •
Itnow appears that stockmen will be forced to

accept other measures in order to exert the
predator control they feel is necessary, They
have taken a defensive (though not factually
defensible) stand on their claims to losses from
predators and the need for control. And they still
have powerfulpolitical allies in their respective.
states.
It is difficult to assess, what new programs

will be developed in the confusion and un-
certainty which now reigns. As this is being
written, the County Predatory Animal Control
Boards in Wyoming are meeting to discuss the
problem. It appears that those autonomous and
powerful boards may become even more
powerful and discretionary.

Secretary of the Interior Rogers Morton has
made no secret of the fact he would like to see all
animal control activities divested from the

. Department of the Interior and put into the
hands of the states. There could be great reason
for concern if this' is done, unless adequate
safeguards were applied by the federal govern-
.ment, ~. " ,

Laird Noh,. chairman o~ the, Idaho' ,Wool
Grower's predatory animal committee,' may
have touched on the consequences when he'said,
"To eliminate use of carefully controlled
toxicants for coyotes is to invite a pandora's box
of state, local and private measures to protect
private property and game species from the
coyote."

The Idaho Legislature has already started
taking action which may be indicative of trends.
The House passed by an overwhelming majority
(62-5) a bounty measure which will pay $7.50on

",,,COy-otlls,,Th.e.,pill OQ.w g,qe,l!, ,toMl!\ Sl,1l,\~~~ffilte.
Passage came in spite of a warning from fdaho

<,j Fjl;,h"l!J]I,\Gl\m~IW'eFJ~r J~eph J;~ee,!lley that
bounties had not proved successful in controlling
predators. The sponsor of the bill told his fellow

" ... ..""
legislators that, "If you vote yes, you are voting
for an increase in wildlife in Idaho," .
. In ;the bitter and retaliatory inodd \V,hiehnow

.. prevails amongst stockmen.tit is unlikely'that
reasonable and rational solutions' will ''lie ,ac-
cepted for the dilemma posed by tl)e ~;'e.sid~nt's
action. Nevertheless, conservationistshave tried
to present reasonable' alternatives.' Mike Mc-
Closkey, executive director Qf the ~ierra Club,
told the sheeprnen at-their Pltoenix"FQnvention
that the people he represented were not against
predator control but only in how it.was done, He
recommended the consideration of the "Missouri
plan" or workable modifications.ot.it,

The Idaho Environmental Couneil, in a
position statement last month, recommended
that the mandatory 30 cents a head sheep tax
levied by the Idaho Sheep Commission be placed
in an insurance fund for. sheepmen with
demonstrated losses, and/ or, that the annual
$12,000 now required by the Fish & Game
Department Predatory Animal Fund be placed
in such an insurance fund.

Hepworth, in writing on the predator problem
(Wyoming Wildlife, Dec., 1970, probably best
'summed up what many feel. He said, "The
problem, of predator management should be
faced squarely, intelligently and honestly by all
concerned.where serious predator-caused losses
occur, controls may be necessary if other
management practices cannot be implemented
to prevent it. When predators must be controlled,
efforts should. be directed at offending animals
within the damage area .. ),Until better methods
are developed, trapping, denning, and shooting
from the' ground or aircraft should not be
precluded. Whatever the methods, it seems only
logical that management efforts should be

..' assigned to.responsible personnel who are an-

. " swerable to a -wildlifemanagement agency that,
in turn, issensitive to-the-mandates-of 'a. well-
informed public. Every efforlshould be .made to
minimize the impact that predator control will
have upon the infinitely complex in-
terrela tionships of our de teri ora ting en-
vironment. II

Reaction t.ot.he predator poison ban has been
swift and massive by the livestock industry.
News reports say t.he President may actually
rescind his, own order in the face of hea vy op-
posiuon- "Th:Ose: el>tre'emedo,'Wlt!t"the," wson
problem may now voice t.heir opinions. Write
immediately or wire your feelings to The White
House, WASHINGTON, D. c. 20500.

More on Poisoning Problem

,
.'



A Citizen's Plea

Americans, have often been accused, of
ignorance and arrogance in their altitude toward
na ture and thebiological essentials of life on
earth. Until recently, I think; these accusations
were valid. Rut no longer. For most of us, the
, awareness ofdanger and the sense of loss have
been a crash course into knowledge and concern';
, And the well-spring of knowledge, the force of
concern, have shattered, our' notions of lordly

. t'ommpo ence.
So where are we now? All of us? No longer

ignorant, no longer arrogant, no longer happy
infants with the fatal illusion that we can
disregard the realities of nature and supercede
its laws.
We are disoriented. We are confused. We are

frantically' trying to compromise, to please
everybody, to devise technological, sociological,
and economic ways and means to have our cake
and eat it. We are playing desperate games -- in
the White House; the government agencies, the
Congress.rthe legislature, the city council. We
are refusing to relinquish our childhood com-
forts. We are evading the question.
The question is one lor adults, and one that

goes beyond technology or economics or even the
physical well-being of ourselves and our
children. Itisa moral question, an issue of right
and wrong.
We must decide, through our appointed of- M' 0 re Po'·50n

ficiaIs, whether it is right or Wrong, fgr 'any '., . , • • •
:. {~:~o.n: t~ p~isoQthe 'earth-and Its community ,of the~predators would increase in numbers. and
- 'We must decide, ifwejudge poisoning to be the losses would likewise increase. In the case

b it . of sheep and coyote, this is not a direct cause-
wrong, whether It 'is less wrong ecause I IS and-effect relationship. Instead, both predator
cheaper -- or easier. Whether it is less wrong h Th
because we don't yet 'know, in some cases, just and prey seem to fluctuate in sync rony. e

. I reason for the pattern, as alleged by A. G. Etter
' how much poison can be tolerated, for how ong, (U. S.House of Representatives, 1966)is that " ..
by whom or by what,before the life functions are , it would appear that the take of coyotes has
damaged or destroyed. Whether it is less wrong f h be f h
. because almost everybody else. is doing it. heen more an indication 0 t e num rs 0 seep,

We must decide, I through our appointed of- on the range rather than of coyotes, simply
ficials whether it is right to submit to industrial because the funds to trap and poison are

'~'''dl!malidSv U\litJinSulil 'out "~Ilsre1virlues ":and dependent on numbers of assessable.sheep,"
. 'C1em:aiJeour environmental birtHright.'· - .' .ThiS'situation is -lurther clouded by the fact

j1;O' '!W\\'efJ\e'r''it~1s"rI~1rl6'tb' allliiY' Mb'iIta'jja' to ~·;'ha.t)n ad<;li~ijl~~p,tariffs"on 'P~at and wool, the
descend, with legal sanction, into the filth and government 'IS asked to support a sheep
misery suffered by other parts of our nation. protection program whose merits are frequently
Whether it is right to ignore a local equation _ and severely challenged ... It is illogical' for the

that lowering our state air standards to the government to support a private commercial
national level would be no different than inviting endeavor where the cost of a protection program
a Montana crime rate or drug-abuse rate conflicts with other publicly owned natural
commensurate with the national average. resources ... When all. the polite considerations

I f are stripped from the controversy of livestock
whether it is right to discard our ong years 0 depredations, there remains the confrontation of

'" ~ffort.~nd dedication, our hard-won gains, at the the coyote as the predator and the sheep as prey.
!01~i,,~·\~rg.anizeq, attempt tp subVert our ac- Allsocioeconomic conflicts of other species scale
Id~g'1'!plSpml1n\S,-:.,.. , .!.' , "", j'.' .'" down from this end of the predator-prey spec-
. Whether it is right .to be so hopeless, or so trum. . ' ,
cynical. as to believe that all possibility for a To <isse~s this situatiOn; the following facts
vialile future has alrea'dy been.lost -- that there's
no point In trying t() ,maintain our habitat Or 'and positions must De' understood and placed in
improve our chances for contiiJUity as a species. "proper perspective:' (The publication lists 12 but

. to conserve space I williistonly 6). 1. The cost of, Npw moral questions, -- ,right ver,uswrong -- , t I f h d tIi th
are delicate an<!complex and"subject.to dispute. predqtor con ro . or seep exce;l s e on- e-
Who is to' be the arbiter? Whose ideol()gy will hoof value ~f the livestock killed by predators.

, prevail? But if, as creatute, s of intelligence and 2.Sheep raising is of twokinds:as an·animal crop
in diversified farming (usually in the eastern

conscience, we refuse to pose these questions to half of the country); and as free-ranging sheep in
.ourselves, and to arrive at answers in the ethical ' ted
cpntext, wh,at then is the &teaning of the human single crop ranching (in western Uni States).

It is the rancher who requests predator control.
story? What then is our evolutionary purpose, 3. Predator loss <including loss from eagles)
unless it be to serve as a negative example for caimot be 'accurately determined in most cases. _

.. some subsequent, more wise, and more self- Claims of stockmen that have beeh verified are
respecting form of life? . , , I k -
'. I urge' the Board ,of Health to, reaffirm its usually few. 4. Not all coyotes (or eag es) ta e

d sheep. Coyotes sea venge on carcasses of sheep
pre,vious intelligent and conscientious . ~isioll dead or -dying from natural causes.

. L ••• ~ I on the Montana standards for sulfur diOXide. -----.. of h d of I b' heds ._~--7";cA-tca'ojlacKed ,meeting of_tHe_Bo~r-u.m.....e ena...._ ¥ '5. The use erders an ..am mg s IS

·Feb. 4, Ander.son was'hissed and one spectator 'B,'//s /n troduc'e--=:l-'-- ap~arentl}'tJlO eXj!!!nsive for most Sheep-raisers,
shouted,L"lmpeach him.:" Outside, pickets with a but losses·~d· be cut considerably by this
,placards marched in ·protest. Their signs carried change in husbandry. Herding, however, tends to

. , such ..'-commentsf',<8s·j)llmprove Montana air The Resources and Environment. Committee, conceiltrategrazing pressure 00 restricted area~
""Q,uality ;;:j.:E11port.Anderson,'t' '~~$keep Forrest oHhe Idaho,State Senate has introduced two bills causing destruction of. forage plants and -~_ __
"green $," and, ·'~eopper collars f()r ·sale at· the of!nterest to environmentalists. producing trails that cause erosion, .
execuHv.e1mimsfor." I ,;, , , , One 'would eliminate the state predatory , .§. Methods of predator',control are at ,times
",s,Oom;rienlsfrom around,the·state attacked the ' animal 'fund: Present law provides for $12,000to, exc-essive and nonspecific and are ..leveled
'Go:v,ernor1s 'llCtion:dOpe Constitutional Con- 'be tran'sferred annually from the Fish and Game against. species that. are part of a' national
;ventiQn delegate, -Was- attributed with a -fund to the predator fund. The money is used for natural resource complex.
"statemltnt that the action' "certainly wmproYide hourlty payments and predatory animal and bird 'Furthermore" Rep. Glenn M. Anderson in a
"in'Oentilie: to.promulgate the strongest,'possible control. " ' recent Congressional- Record stated. "The
1oenMif6mpenlal-provisiOQs">in-a' new cdnstitution¥.Ll<.'The·'othet bill-would 'prohibit the· use of Depal'tmentoHntenor ,isnotlhe only poisoner of

, oj fllp·Montana. 1',.'" ',C ',0'"" C,'!" J. .,. nonreturnable :beverage·''Coritainers. It would wildlife, Total sales of 1060in the United States
-1') 28 ~IT>0e. 'iC !,. ... hl,:,/ 'n~ ,;G',,,,,,, , ''''~l. ;'1 ,,,I r.l!ijuire a' five'cent depOsit for each container over the past three years have averaged ap-
'.l""il1Ug~<; IH9g •.'; ;.,.:.•, ••• " y,,' ."".,'j " 'used for beverages. ·'f.he prlihibition'Wouid be proximately 2,600 pounds annually. Of this the
,m"Uilb··".~)d,·'-U.·.' '.' 'ie' ..,;..: -,1\. ( , .•• j ", . ag'ainsl'.contaiilers Used for' "any' liquor, malt Department of the Interior used less than 24'
,.l'}1iAY;;delegate:l,tu, ·,Montaqa'sc' €oll$titUtional .)( IiqiJdi';,'beet;'<aleoI"llarbonal'ed soft drinlf,"'The plJUnds -but, I might !add, 24 pounds of 1060
- ".Convention,li Mrs,",Louise 'Grossi I!:;told'"fellow >:r..law,woultl lie'effective' July 1. .,: diluted in bait is sufficient to kill 73.4 million
, delegatescto resist.pressures from: 'those"who.are .. : .' 'Last year, Oregon passed a similar measure ' cOyotes." The obvious question ·is, who'uses the
'.eoiIeerned· solely,withrieconoinIcs,,,employment " banning sale of'nonreturnables - the first in the :other 2,576 pounds of.lethal poison?
·,and,laX9lasl!Sl':SlIe sa'id.the average'Montanan ,,' riatio.n. 'n is considered t1ie'most'popular en- ". Tberefore, Hind Mr,Noh'spositionand lack

nd conserye" -"'}"'_'viv()iIiJll!nia~4ofl~j\l!/l!ISl! '~QIll!"[1n_, I.Qt, the" !!lost QIl'yious. ~It"'l "ytllllialnl:mely.,l1'<~, ::,,. "\"r_~':(~1:f-f.~~1f-~ ':c>t,'..·>t<f!l.t~ilAli'\~. "f;~-'~·l:J(,if'l~ry,·~;f~,;~.;'~Ws"lPofritirig'-·:~·~~~_~-"FJ~tt'~_·.:;.. ~~~l'~~., .","~,,:flJ'jpJ;~;;;;;.~tt:~iftth·;~1:~'~:~~~'Jff~.~~..;~?~!:;;:~~~~.~!"(a~,<"~~:~.t,.'t;i~}r~t~~}~f;l~:"\,.tJ~!' ", ...

The following statement by (Mrs, Eldon)
Elizabeth Smith of Bozeman, Moniana, was
. presented at the Montana 'Board of Health
h¢aring on a petition to revise state standards on
...sulfur, dioxide emissions at HeleJ13, Dec..15, 1971.
Herimpassioned plea was made in th,econtext of

Montana Air., .' .
standard 'for sulfur oxides:" .
The MiSsoulian says the matter will probably

wind up in the courts, and hopes tha t it will. '
The editorial also points out that pollution

control has added jobs. It said:
, --Not once has the Anaconda Co. claimed that

its cutback in zinc production in this state has
been caused by any consideration other than the
company's economic necessity. .
-·Not once has the forest products industry

claimed that its job .cutbacks have been due to
air pollution control. These unemployment
problems need attention, but they were not
created by pollution controls and will not be
cured by weakening pollution controls.
--And not once has the Anaconda Co.claimed

that if it had to spend money to comply with the
90 per cent sulfur oxide emission standard it
would have to reduce its work force in Montana.

A pollution standard is a goal, not an absolute.
A company which cannot meet a standard may
apply for a variance (exemption) from the
standard. The State. Board of Health has been
generous in granting variance, and has clearly
told the Anaconda Co. it would view an Anaconda
variance request with sympathy.
That is the company's proper course. It was

the course taken by Hoerner' Waldorf in
Mlssoula.. whtch-atreadyfras .been granted two
variafictls1ci!y;theA,>0a'td,aiid 'will' be granted
another this yea!;while it installs its 'air pollution
controls. If the board had been hard-nosed, HW
would have been shut down months ago. The
board is 'pot about to do that sort of thing, and
Anderson and the Anaconda Co. know it.
No, the company only wants to avoid the

capital expense and lunch box filling which the
installation of adequate pollution controls would
require of it, .and has garnered the .support of its

[I 'Jbllkeyfthe''l!Weimor~rdo its··b!dding,_··", ,
W yn,O[N( 0 1J9rfl '9~inv WOry vsrn m~J(.({nq•••
The Billings Gazette also editorialized on the

Governor's action (Feb. 14, 197~) under~e
headline, "The governor's meddling." It said:
Governor Anderson's efforts to undermine

the pollution standards for air quality set by the
state-board. of health are reprehensible.
, ,<Tohe:Gazette :Strongly supports the air stan- I

d8llds(l.whic'b aFe'hIeaSQr;ibly",ID.'ore'strict ,than
fedevalrstandatds;, aniJ' aFedntendedito -prevent
MonulDa air from reaching the cesspool''quality
of air elsewhere in the country. '
The governor worries·that the high standar~s

would drive ,away needed industry, and en-
'danger jobs in, the state. His concern for' the'
'economy. is valid; but his approa'ch lis wrong. .

,The .way;to"handle,the.econom;ic yariables of
pollution control' is to gtant' v.arianee's i rather
than to weakeobasic standards .. It is up to the
board of, health to regulate reasonably, so that.
pollution, control costs won't founder any en-
terprise.) . .
,But the governor's approach amounts to

abandbning everything Montanans have' fought
for:and, struggled' for by ·way of a clean and
wholesome· enyir.onment all these years.,

ll) 'j J..__~.
"" $jJ1i!YJ;

the hearing, but carries implications far beyond
, that simple exercise in citizen involvement.

•••
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Friday, Feb. 18,1972

Coalition Formed -
A National Coalition Against Poisoning of

Wildlife had its thunder stolen by President
Nixon's executive order of Feb. 9. The Coalition
had announced a press conference for Friday,
Feb. 11, from 11 AM to 3 PM at San Francisco.
In a prepared news release, the Coalition said

it was the first of its kind "in the fight against the
wave of poisoning which has been visited upon
out bapless wildlife species in the western
United States ... " -
. The news release said, "The Coalition, came

inlo existence because time is running out on our
rare and endangered wildlife species - we wish to
speak up for those who cannot protest and
complain.and have to rely on human beings to
watch out for them." -
The address of the new group is 13Columbus

Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 94111.
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Photos and text by 'I'homas=M. Baugh. yards distanl.We followed the black creek,
A call from a friend living in the southern San walking toward the tanks, There was evidence,

Joaquin Valley of California alerted me to 'a everywhere of loss of wildlife, Cottontail rabbits
· situation which was" staggering in its im- trapped in the black ooze; song birds encased in
plications. He had just returned from a rabbit an oily coffin,
hunting trip in the hilly Temblor range. The We turned back toward Taft and on the way
Temblor range is located in the southwestern investigated several mare sumps. One sump in
portion of the valley. He stated that he had seen .parf.iculat.was.Interesting in that apparently the
numerous ducks and shore birds as well 'as other oil company had made a futile attempt to reduce
animals trapped in oil sumps, My friend., the wildlife hazard. Wire was strung across the
knowing of my.interest in wildlife. felt that I sump from small upright poles around the
should look the situation over. We made an perimeter. From the wire fluttered pieces of
appointment to meet in Bakersfield on Thursday colored cloth. There were no ducks on this sump,
of the following week. ' . however, a cursory check of the perimeter in-

Between the phone call and the following dicated that small birds of several different
·Thursday, Iresearched the background and area species were still falling prey to this nightmare
of the problem. I knew that oil was first ex,_'_ oJ_illl andwater..__
tracted from the arid southwest side Of the valley Continuing east. we encountered yet another
during the early part of the present century. Oil. .sump. The surface was clean, too clean in fact to
sumps and open waste disposal units have long be-believable. We walked around the perimeter
been a part of the oil scene. Putting two and two levee and came upon a long row of carcasses of
together. presented a frightening picture of Teal and small birds. Someone had removed
, possible large scale wildlife destruction. them from the sump. The oil soaked and coated

The followingThursday I left my home early remains of the birds left no doubt concerning -
and drove to Bakersfield where my friend and I their origin.
discussed the situation Over coffee. He men- .On the highway we came upon the evidence of
l.ioned not only seeing ducks and other forms of, . recent oiLspillage .. Tn.eoil had escaped from a
wildlife in the sumps, but alsoofftndtng piles of pipe line On the 'hill, possibly through a break,"
bird carcasses in the vicinity of the sumps. . and flowed down to a culvert. Here it passed
. An hour of slow driving brought us 1.0 the under the highway through the culvert to con-
hillside community of Taft, a typical, small, t.inue down the sandy wash. The oil had hardened
valley community buill. around the oil industry, in some places but in others bad remained in a
The outskirts of the town provide ample evidence soft, tacky state. In one of these tar 'pools I found
of the town's dependence on oil. As you approach the relatively fresh carcass of a cottontail rabbit
·from the east, Onthe highway you are greeted by as well as the feathered remains of several
the. oil fields and their. attendant-derricks"and species of sriiall 'blrds.
pumps. Some of' the sandy washes are stained As we drove back 1.0 Taft for lunch, we con-
with oil seepage, streamsof bla~~kwaste coating _sidered what we had seen. Irrour short morning
the arid westside sands. drive we had~counted hundreds of carcasses
Driving east from Taft. we began 1.0 leave the ..!'.epresen'ing. many species of wildlife. In ad-

asplfall:-Toad for short excursions-on,the-air-t- dition it was apparent that the oil companies
roads that led into the oil fields. The day was were aware of the problem and had attempted to
clear and beautiful. The blue sky hung like a take some remedial action, It was also apparent
dome over the semi-desert land. 'We came 1.0 our that a few pieces' of cloth, however well meant,

~irst open oil sump, ' were nor-going'to make the open sumps and
This sump like all of the others that we visited streams safe for wildlife.

thatJ!ay., was si'!1pIY2.!~c}an[ula!:.piLg(m~e~._,::- .: -During lunch we decided-to investi~ate the.
from Ibe sandy SOU.itwas§Ufi'llunaootiy a tIlree' ..··'·"area' belWeen'Taft and.MaFloopa."Jj}r>v'mgsouth
loot chain link fence., Unfortunl!lrlY.J;!ieJence. from Taft-we crossed many streams of waste ojl
had an opening which was apparently meant 1.0' and waten ,flowing down eroded' gullies.i We
hold t.he gate.Thaggtewas absent.1\pproaching stopped to investigatethese streams and again ""_

'the fence, we immcdiately.. noticed the found evidence-of-wildlife loss in the presence of
recognizable remains of two domestic dogs the .I~mains .!!Lsmall bird life. r ,
which had been trapped in the oil, both were Our exploral.ions on the west side of Taft only.
dead. Theywere'flnating bouyed up'by meTiguid -reaffirmed our-eadier obser"ations. Wildlife in
mess which filledihesumpUoUing'the surf<1ceof _ Jarge nUl11berLw·as.being trapp.ed and poisoned'
the sump were the remains olseveral dozen teal, by the open_disposal m~'!!l.Qdsutilized'bY the oil
giving mut.e testimony to·this technologicalre- companies. ~
creation. of the famous LaBrea Tar ,Pits. As We During the afternoon We visited an' area
- surveyed the sump ..we,wondered at the-number - known a's fhe Bellridge Complex,. This area
of birds and other possible forms- of -wildlife-" -shows~indications of recenToi! development or
which were \!,uriedbeneat.h the surface. Only Dy possibly, redevelopment. One of the largest
re'moving the oil-wat.er combination and.raliingc-- - streams of waste oil and water runs through the
t.he bott.om, would anyOne be"al:ile tOlell the jrue -hiily-draws'of Bellridge~This stream originates
and-devastating sto~y_oLthis. pit.~Quietly 'we --' in t.be fogthjJls of tne Terillllot range 'and flows
walked bi!cklo thl:.,car.__ -- - -- toward l.he lowlands,through Buena Vista Valley.

From that. first sump we.c()l1tjnyed to drive Buena' Vista Valley is presently the center 'of a
east arid-south-unlil-wewere brought to a stop by study of the San Joaquin Valley Kit Fox. This
a-sludgy ma'sS'of oi!JInd wliter.f1owing across1:h"....---- sI:Udy-is-being conducted through the auspices of
dirt road:weleftthe car and began to in- - the California Department of Fish and Game.
vestigate. The oil flow appeared to originattin ' 'fh.e _~an. Joaquin' Valley Kit Fox is an. en-
the vicinity of several silver~UInKs about 300 qangered species. We followed this particular oil

. Oil.\'. g:OOI'.'" 1ll~''''S('S truverse .the draws.
"tr:qJlling. h,lmhlt·\\,t,,·tls. hirds altd animals ulik«..,.

stream on foot for'several miles. Along the entire
course or,'our hike ,we discovered the remains of
the wildlife of the area. I remember'one place in
particular where the stream of oil laden water
broadened and spread out in a miniature valley.
The rabbits were mired in the sticky substance.
Some of them were mere skeletal remains,
others hild only recentlyd;ed. In the ojl, we also
found Ihc remains of over a hundred small
birds including many dove. Moving back from
Ihe oil stream and checking in and UDder-the'
tumbleweed, we found many more casualties.

Relatively close to the Beliridge Complex .are
a series of oil impoundments known as per-
colat ion basins. These basins are supposed to

_function as separating devices to 'aid in the
removal of Ihe oil residue from the water. The
sever~l peroolation basins. we visited were
arranged in a series of impoundments. Tlie
impoundments begin on the higner levels of a
slope and drop in steps downward from one basin.
10 the ne,t. Pipes 'arranged in the boltom of the'
ponds are supposed to draw off the water which
.sel ties out of the oil and.to the bottom,of the pond.
The oil residue is then vacuumed from the tpp
and returned for processing. Theoretically this
.process should provide the lower impoundments
with increasingly. purer water. We drove past
five basins filled with oily water and it was only
at the last or sixth basin that the substance it
cont;lined appeared to have ariy resemblance Lo
water. Even at this last basin an oily film was
building· up. aroj,md ,the perimeter strongly
,concentrating in the. corners of the im·
pouildmenC"Bealltjful Avoc~ts were showing
evidence of-nesting :lin the le.ve,es.oLaILof the_
loWer basins. ~. • - ~ ~

.,....., II was late afternoon. by the time we had . - -
I cl;lecked,fhe:P\lrcol~tion b!lsin~nd time to'moyec:- .

, " "~c;,~~hllU!,,d0'1 pa!le:1'J.- -- L_._
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back to Taft. On the way back to town we stopped
frequently along the roadside to check pools of

, oil which appeared to be randomly spreading out-
from the oil tanks dotting the roadside. It was the
same picture repeated again and again. Here a
cottontail, there a shore bird, a kangaroo rat so .
recently dead that the process of decay had
hardly begun. One oil stream showed indication
of a detergent additive as it 'spilled from a 0-

culvert pipe into a foaming mass below the
cuivert. Beyond the foam, circled by oily
restdue.Tloatlng on its back, was the raptorial _
form of what appeared to be a Red-Shouldered
Hawk.

On the drive back to my home in Visalia, I
tried to evaluate the enormity ofwhat Ihad seen.
The implications of the situation were'
disturbing,

.In order to comprehend what is taking place
in the southern San Joaquin Valley, it is
necessary to understand a little of the history
and geography of -the area. The aboriginal
inhabitants of this portion of the valley knew it as
the home of multitudes of wildlife. Herds of Tule
elk and antelope roamed the valley floor, as well
as several species of deer. Wild game abounded .
throughout the region. On the westside, in the"
lowest portion of the valley, a system of lakes,
and waterways extended north for miles. The
famous, and now almost non-existant Tulare and
Buena Vista Lakes were a major part of this _.
system,' Yearly, the melting snows of the
southern Sierra Nevada range replenished these
vast waterways. And yearly, the annual north-
south migrations of waterfowl darkened the"
valley skys in their passage. _

The years of wildlife plenty were, rapidly
brought to a close by the arrival of another
migrant, European man. The herbivorous game
animals and their attendant predators were

,destroyed in vast numbers to be replaced by
cattle, horses and sheep. The arrival of extensive'
'l:igriculture sounded the death knell for a
majority of the migratory waterfowl. The
shape of the valley surface was- rapidly
changing. Patch-quilt networks of carefully

....~~l\!',~1<!sJ~p~~~n<ij@n9\!S flora. .\,II.,
"",~cur1Ute.took;hpl(ki1 became necessary
te control the yearly rampage of the Kern,'
Kaweah and Kings rivers. These-giants of the
West were partially tarried. Land once inundated
by the yearly runoff was slowly-reclaimed and
put to the plow. The valley, because of its climate
and soil was found to be an ideal place for cotton,
More land was reclaimed and felt the bite of the
steel plow. The vast water system was contained
within levees and its resource used to irrigate the
blossoming agricultural lands. ,

The antelope were no more. The gnzuy bear

. Tar Pits.
to Taft and Maricopa and from there, east to the
foothills of the- Sierra Nevada .range,

This huge expanse of territory is basically
arid land. Much of it is badly overgrazed by
flocks of hungry sheep. It is a place of strong ,
winds and dust clouds, of' blowing sand and
bouncing tumbleweed and oil: A very con-
servative estimate places the number of open ail
sumps within the area at approximately 1,500.
These open bodies of polluted fluid range in size
from that of a living room to the percolation
basins, some of which are acres in extent. An
aerial view shows them' dotting the landscape
~nd from the air they look more like water than
water itself. A more ideal trap for high-flying
wildfowl could not have been purposely devised.

To compound the situation it should be noted
that two Federal wildlife sanctuaries have been
established in recent years, in dangerously close-
proximity to the oil fields. The Pixley Wildlife
Refuge is located several miles north of the
Tulare and Kern County line: To the south, in
Kern County, is the larger of the two sanctuaries,
'the Kern Wildlife Refuge aggregating some
10,000 acres. Both of these refuges were
established to provide a resting place for
migratory waterfowl. They play host as well" to
numbers of other wild creatures. Both the Kern
and Pixley refuges were placed within the
traditional Pacific Flyway. The oil fields and
their deceptively attractive sumps and basins
are also located in this flyway.

When one combines oil sumps and basins with.
. the Pacific Flyway, and then adds to that for-

mula a period of approximately 60 yea-rs of oil
deveJopment, the total loss of wildlife becomes
uncountable, Another disturbing problem is the
fact that the San Joaquin Valley Kit Fox, as has

. already been mentioned, is attempting to hold its
own in a, rapidly depleted range. This range is
encompassed by the oil fields. I had seen and
photographed domestic dogs trapped in the oil:
why not the Kit Fox?

An analysis of the situation Indicates several
major areas of concern. First and foremost is the

, existence of the open sumps and percolation
""basins. ,They pose-a Idemonslratable·threat to--·'
>, wildlife of many species. They appear to be

particularly attractive' to migratory waterfowl '.
and shore birds. The evidence indicates that the
sumps have been, and continueto be a wildlife
hazard of the ,first order.

The second' major 'concern is the existence of
runhing streams of oily water which pour from

. the pumping and storage locations to flow down
to·the lower levels of the valley. These streams
funclion both as a direct entrapment and a
poisoner of wildlife. jI'hey seem to exact a par-
ticularly high toll o'f small birds and rodents:

-HighCountry Newt-7
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these modern age tar pits, occur. What must the
wildlife toll and ecological damage amount to on
a worldwide scale? Is there any way to compute
the degree of such a disaster? Something of this
nature makes the santa Barbara channel oil spill
and the Torrey Canyon look like- drops in the
proverbial bucket. '~_

Both the problem and an awareness of the
problem exist. Unfortunately-open oil sumps
have become part of the landscape, and are thus
not as dramatic a threat to the environment as a
massive oil spill at sea. Dramatic or not, wildlife
in significant numbers are beingJost in these
sumps and a solution to this problem must be
found in tile near future.

.'
"As an American vitally interested in the

environment, I wouldn't trade you one, level-
headed, serious-minded, service-oriented Boy
Scout for all the publicity-seeking environmental
dilellantes the news media can dig up between
now and Halloween." There are those
"prominent Americans who believe that we
must achieve zero population. overnight, in every-
aspect of the environment, in every area of the
country. They demand the most extreme
measures imaginable, even if such a program
means economic chaos and the pigeonholing 01
every other worthwhile project on the govern-
':menl agenda." .

Spiro T. Agnew
Vice President of the United States
Speaking 10 Boy Scouts of America, New York
City

•••
_~_~;~ r

''''-_-=-_.:....':'The environment has pai<\ tooQig,h lI._llrice
for Ihe development of this country-:-' Jri years
gone by it was difficult to arouse any interest in

The third major concern is of course, the 'pollution abatement e"en though ~he sanitary
possibility of the irr.eparable damage which may engineer .repeatedly and over too many years
be occurring to endangered specIes. As has been Iried 10 bring into focus and to the attention of the
noted, at least oIle such species exists. within the public, and both federal and local 'government
area encompassed by the oil fields. 'the abuses and the seriousness of these abuses to

A final concern which seems almost minor in 'man and the toial community. The public is now
comparison, is the damage which has already -aroosed and aware of the seriousness of the
pccurred and continues to occur to the ecology situation and will gladly make saerifices to win
and geography of the area. The westside has the battle If the public does not lose its con-
been badly hit by the ravages 'of humar, ex- ,fidence in government at all levelS and its trusf
ploitation. Hillsides suffering from the erosion in the honesty and competency of the system
caused by overgrazing are now stained by oil that makes decisions and generates the laws and
waste. . , -' regulations." ' •

Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of this j
_proQlem is the fact that it is in no way a local From THE DIPLOMATE
phenomenon. Thr2ughoutthevUnit~, &lates"l' ,TRr. Arperican Academy
throughout ,the \\1orlo. wherever oil i'S" coilDa; . Engineers'

.'\\ a-.;tt. pontls ;.111«1pools of oil become tlmlth_trc'ps for wuterfuwl, !'mng hirlls and
~m:lll .1I1ima'I"i such tr..ips can he round in conl"unction \\ith <.llmost all' pil Ih-hl. \ .
flt"\I'If)ll~lll'lIt throll~hollt lh.' \\ (·st..

was gone.TlieTule elk w~re restricted to a smail,
proteCted portion of their range ..and eventually
contained on a refuge near the town of Tupman.
The vast hocks of geese, ducks and shore birds
depleted by 'man's predation and a vanishing
habitat were reduced pitifully. The days of
nature's multitudes had come to an end,
, Around 1910'another treasure of nature was
discovered in the southern San Joaquin Valley. It
was a treasure which_has ljecome one of the

,.mainstays of an industrial Ination -- oil. The
development of the oil industry in the southern
San Joaquin parallels the increasing national
and international need for this substance. Today,
in 1971,.the exploited portion of the 'oil field_s

j, i;'tretch;in ae,ro(:@ilyCqoomerangshape, from
near tl1'e'to',vWof'toaiingaln the northwest, south

of Environmental
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A HEWWILDEl\HESS
. The Washakie Wilderness, a 721,OOQ-acrearea .through

which John Colter once tramped" has cleared one of its' last hur-
dles. Thisgreat wilderness at the end of the Absaroka Mountain
Ra'nge in Wyoming has been long in coming to fruition. Now,
it has passed both House and Senate. But the last hurdle has yet
to be accomplished - the inclusion of the DuNoir Basins, shown
here, in the final "conference agreement. The Senate did not in-
clude this 30,ODO-acreerea because of tie-hack timbering done
years ago. The House did not concur, saying man's intrusion had
not substantially altered the greater area, and that it should here-
after be held inviolate. Conservationists are hopeful that the
House version will prevail..

,
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by Tom BeD
The Nixon administration went against the

advice of its ownenetronmental experts and
refused to sign an executive order regulating
clear-cutting. The storms of protest which

· resulted from uncontrolled clear-cutting of
public forests have heen to no avail. As tQe
WASHJNGTON STAR observed, the' ad-
ministration "apparently has' bowed to timber

- industry pressure." Itcomes at a time when Mr.
:Nixon stands for re-election.

A timber industry spokesman said in a taped
interview after rejection of the order that they
thought Mr. Nixon would be acting against his
interests to issue such an order in an election
year. The timber industry is a notoriously big
giver to Republican campaign coffers.
.. The executive order (see accompanying textl
had been worked out by the Council on En-
vironmental Quality. -The Council had solicited
Ihe advice of a number of forestry school and
.natural •resource department deans - in for-

·mulating the policy. The order. was backed ~y
CEQ Chairman Russell Train and Secretary of
the Interior Rogers Morton. It was opposed by
Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz.

Chief of the Forest Service Edward P .. Cliff
commented that the executive order would
merely have reiterated what Forest Service
rules now provide anyway. However, he also
agreed that some of the rules are not being
followed on some of too national forests. The
proposed executive order would have forced
better compliance.

The forest products industry was able to do
what the livestock industry found impossible,
·The clear-cutting executive order was quashed.
11was' to have been announced at the same time
as the ban on predator poisonmg.

In the wake of that, Senator Gale McGee of
Wyoming has served notice that he wil],probe the
decision-rnaking processes that led to the killing
of the executive order.

McGee, who is chairman of the Senate Ap-
propria tjons Subcommittee on Agriculture,
Environmental and Consumer Protection and a
member of the' Interior. Appropriations SIIb-
committee which handles funding ofthe U:,,~.
Forest Service, said at a news conference later
that Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz, in par-
ticular, "will have some -questions to ·answer

. about the proposed Executive Order when he
appears for budget hearings this year."

McGee's remarks came at a news conference
held jointly with the Sierra Club to make
publication of the Sierra Club's Battle book
Clearcut, which urged passage of McGee's bill
calling for creation of an independent com-

mission to investigate federal timber
management policies and imposing a two-year
moratorium on clearcutting while the in-
vestigation is underway.

"One of the questions 1will ask Secretary
Butz," McGee said, "is whether or not it is true,
as I have been told, that it was on his initiative
that timber industry representatives from
across the country were called to Washington for
the meeting that led so quickly to the death of the
Executive Order proposed by the President's
Council on Environmental Quality." -

McGee said he was interested in probing the
processes Qf decision-making which "can
provide' for such decisive, almost overnight,
action to scrap an important policy which was
long in preparation. '

"For my own part, I will want to know who
else was consulted and whose judgment, other
than the industry's, was considered prior to the
decision to discard the clearcutting policy Or-
der," added the Senator. "These questions bear
great importance, for the. Department of
Agriculture is asking this year for total budget
authority in excess of $11 billion. Forest Service The following is the complete text of the

, expenditures alone will exceed $600 million. proposed Presidential Executive Order on clear-
"Clearly, -Congress has an obligation to cutting. The draft statement was dated Jan. 7,

ascertain that the administration of this vast 1972. It was entitled "Environmental Guidelines
amount of public money is carried forward in a for Timber Harvesting on the Public Lands."
responsible manner." Webelieve our readers should see the full text

James R. Turnbull, executive vice president so that they might judge -for themselves the
of the National Forest Products Association, said effects which would have occurred had the order
that industry representatives had' told Ad- been signed, ." _
ministration officials that the order would The draft reads: By virtue of the authority
drastically reduce the Forest Service's ability to vested in me as President of the United States
sell timber from the national forests when those and in furthereance of the purpose and policy of
sales are already "seriously impaired." . the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969

Meanwhile" the Western Wood Products (42 V.S.C. 4321) and the Multiple-Use
Association has since announced that lumber Sustained-Yield Act of 1960 (16 U.S.C. 528.), it is
production for 1971 in the 12 western states was ordered as follows: '
about.7 per cent above 1970. About I billion board Section I, Policy. The Federal Government
feet more was cut in 1971 than 1970. shall provide leadership in the development and

Turnbull 'said the Association had not been application of environmentally sound forest
able to obtain a copy of the report submitted by management practices. The Government shall
the forestry school deans. But he said "it was' ensure that environmental considerations are
our understanding that the reports were weighed fully in all decisions made on the public
unanimously, favorable (to clear-cutting) ... " timber lands, in order to produce a high

Lee Talbot of CEA said-the renort pointed out sustained yield of .wods .and ..services without
, ~ 1,}1al. ftwh'fJe" cIea:;-:'cutting &"ll"1a' valuabi~P I I ~'JHal!-h{"i,oll nl'-~ "io1ig:t~rtnli~n~iron'mental and

silvicultural tool under some conditions it can be resource values of those lands. It shall
and has heen misused, and that there ar'e criteria formulate and maintain management plans
which must be observed if it. is to have a with full public review, determining the range of
favorable rather than unfavorable impact on mult.iple uses to be made of public timber lands
timber production and all other environmental consistent with protection of those values.
considerations.", Section 2. Definitions. As used in this order

President Nixon's Task Force on Softwood the term:
Lumber and Plywood which submitted/its report (a) "Public timber lands" means all lands
in June, 1970, said, " .... it is estimated that under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of
an-nual demand for softwood timber, consistent Agriculture or the Secretary of the Interior,

which produce or are capable .of producing
timber in commercial quantities and are not

. withdrawn from timber harvesting by statute or
administrative regulation.

(b) "Respective Secretary" means the
Secretary oH~griculture and the Secretary of the
Interior, with respect to public timber lands
under Ihe jurisdiction of each.

(c) "Clear-cutting" means any method of
timber harvesting by which all or substantially
all timber is removed from the harvest area at
one time: Provided, that it does not include
methods of even-age management hy which a
significant amount of timber is maintained over
the harvest area at all times.

Section :I. Limitations on the Use-of Clear-
cutting. -

t a) In order to ensure that timber harvesting
on the public timber lands will be consistent with
maintenance and, enhancement. of .-the _en-
vironmentalandresoutce values. of those lands;
and except. for " limited v experimental and
research purposes not associated with com-
mercial timber sale, the respective Secretary

shiiTfliOtpermit clear,~utlirigon public timber
lands except under tlie following conditions:

11) Clear-cutting for theparticuiar tree
species 'anil specific area in question must have a
silvicultural justification.

(2) There will be no clear-cutting in areas of
outstanding scenic beauty, nor in areas where
clear-cutting would adversely affect existing or
projected intensive recreational use or critical
wildlife habitat.

(3) Clear-cutting will not be used on sites
where slopa.elevation, and soil type, considered

. together, indicate severe erosion may result.
(4) No area will be clear-cut unless there is

assurance that the area can be regenerated
promptly.

(b) If thecontlitions of (a) (1)-(4) have been
met, clear-cuUing in the particular are,a will be
further constrained by the following limitations:

1I) The area to be clear-cut will be kept to a
S\ze t-h!j,t.y;illminimize_~arm .Io.the,tliota, in-

. (Continued on page 11) !

\

with the achievement of the housing goals, would
be about 11billion board feet higher by 1974 than
it was in 1969. Even if the Forest Service is
authorized to move ahead promptly with a
program for greater intensity of management,
with due regard to environmental. objectives, the
increase in the timber harvest from national
forests for 1974 would be not much over 2 billion
board feet."

The Task Force recommended that, "The
Forest Service should be encouraged to push
ahead with the development and implementation
of programs to increase timber yields from the
national forests. A goal of about 7 billion board
foot annual increase in timber harvest from the
national forests by 1978 is believed to be at-
lainable and consistent with other objectives of
forest management."

Those close to the scene say the recom-
mendations of tile Task Force are still in effect.

Executive Order'

The proposed executive order on ejear-cuutng said, "Ther,' will h,' ... , ch-ar-
flitting in areas of outstand,iog scenic beauty. nor in,areas \\'tt.t"r(·~h·m·-{·IIU,ill~
would ildverscl.v arrecl existing or projected intensive terre,IUom,lust' or, critil"ill
"ihllir .. h"hitM," This p"rtielliar area i••ituated "long the ('ontillt'lltal lJivid,' in_
I\voRting's Teton Fore.t, The stream at lower left drains into th,'(;ros \"'lIln'-
lIiVl'r and thenee into the siI"ke Iliver in .'''ckson 1I01e.Th.. mouu".ius ill lh., , \
Jmrkgrmmd are in the n~wly created 'Washakie Wilden,~ss .\rea. 'rht> ~1I'('a 1l(J\\\ I I
('ut OIslinder in this< photo was onc'e.a, ·part of, the summer "Huge of tH hlr~~' .IIIUI
thriving {'I,kherd. The executive order would, have ~pl'.c:weuh·d ,t,.tiw d(!,s(·cr.atioll of
surh art'as as this in any future timbering operations. /. I \

/
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followed and resources adequately protected,
and make available sufficient trained personnel
to carry out this responsibiiity.

(3) Encourage the development and use of
new technology for removal of wood, including
skyline, balloon, and helicopter methods.

(4) Complete as soon as possible the process
now underway of developing and adopting
management plans for all appropriate units of
the public timber lands. These management
plans shall classify the various parts of each
management unit; specifying the types of uses
permitted in each part within the framework of
.'multiple use .. The plans shall be revised from
time to time as appropriate. All plans, including

c1uding diversity of species, and will maximize
total resource management benefits. ,

(2) To minimize aesthetic impact.clear-cut
areas will where possible be shaped to blend with
the landscape. .
· " (3) Adequate precautions will be taken to
assure protection of water quality and biological
productivity in neighboring -strearns and lakes.

(4) Adequate attention will be given to the
impact of road construction which. would be
necessitated by the timber harvest. .

(c) The respective Secretary shall develop
and' make available to the publicwithin one year
regulations or guidelines giving futher detail to
the restrictions in subsection (a) and (b). These

Game Range. F_ull
Severe winter storms which moved across

Yellowstone National Park have caused large
numbers of animals to move onto the northern
winter range along the Lamar and Yellowstone
Rivers in thenortheast portion of t~e par~.~S'pch
movement has, resulted m an outstanding op-
portunity for visitors traveling the road from
Gardiner to Cooke City, Montana,' to vi~w the.
wildlife from the comfort of their"vehicIes.,

The winter range supports six species Of
grazing animals which include elk, deer, bighorn
sheep, moose, pronghorn antelope and bison': Elk
and bighorn may be observed throughout the
area while deer and pronghorn are best observed'
between Mammoth and Gardiner, Moose and
bison are readily seen between Tower Junction
and Cooke City. .
. The winter range is equally important to

scavengers and predators who rely upon the
carrion from the larger. animals for food.
Coyotes and ravens are readily seen throughout
the area. The golden and bald eagle are often
observed though more difficult to spot. Other
predators present, though rarely seen, are the
cougar and gray wolf, The grazing animals
which die during the winter or are weakened to
the point they are easily killed by predators,
provide the necessary food to maintain the
population. of predators and scavengers.
Therefore, it is necessary and desirable for some
of the grazers to die each winter. One must die so
that another may live. This relationship between

'. the grazers and -their predators has existed for
thousands of years and is maintained in
Yellowstone where the objective in land use is to
retain the natural environment. Yellowstone is
unique in that -in,no other place in the world can
one find all the 'previously named animals still
. existing together in a wild, free ranging natural
.community. -,"

Mornings and evenings are the best times for
viewing wildlife. Binoculars and cameras add to
viewing enjoyment. Visitors are encouraged to
remain in their cars. Attempts to approach
wildlife are not only dangerous, but result in-
frightening animals from roadside areas,
thereby reducing opportunities for the next
visitor.

Gas, food, and lodging are available in both
Gardiner and Cooke City. Information on road
conditions may be obtained from the Ranger

, Office in Yellowst~ne National Park. Visitors are
reminded that snowmobiles are permitted only
on the unplowed roads in the park. .

('lpar-('l1Hing on Wyoming· ...!\I{'dicint' How '1\atiollal l-'nrr-st.'
'regulations shall reflect the differences' among use classifications, shall be based on the im-
the forest cover types in soil, elevation, portance of maintaining and enhancing the
geography, climate, and ecology, various individual forest ecosystems taking into
• Sec~ion .!: Criterta fOtTimber 'Harvesting. .' consideration the ilJlportance of their role inthe

<fJJWir"nr"-'-"tfi""C"c"'o/' "!-.-.p"l~i('·""'th· 0 d"'~ h"~'~fj <ojoo,,,. •.. "1"'·.... ' J. id '-"',,",L" , d ti f.......\.I...!~J,,,..l..ur ~._~l,iII eo H.t;: ,U ,lex, Ule. IS r er, _ yorotogrca cycie an m. we pro uc IOn 0
the respectiVe' Secretary shall issue or revise 'wildlife, forage, and limber; and on aesthetic
regulations within one year as' necessary to and recreat.ional considerations. In developing
ensure application-of the following criteria to all and adopting management plans, the respective
timber harvesting on the public timber lands: Secretary shall draw upon all relevant

(J), All timber sale contracts will prescribe disciplines and all 'available sources of in-
cutting methods and will contain standards and formation, and make adequate provision for
specifications for related operations, including obtaining and taking into account the views of
site preparation, road building, slash disposal,' citizens. .
!lse of. machinery; timber removal, and site - (5) Identify within 18 months fragile areas

'" /rEj1'''!tn;,ent ~ach .c~ntract.;will" require the th)'t. are unable to withstand timber harvesting
,.;. Rostlng: of 'a performance ~?Hd rn .~n amount, or ot.her int.ensive uses without significant en-

"sufficient t.oensure restoration of the area In the' vironmental or resource damage, Once iden-
'event the contract is not followed: 'Provided, that tified, t.hese areas shall be protected, to the
the respective Secretary may exempt from the extent permitted by law until methods are
requirements of this paragraph classes of sales developed that will p~imit use without
that, ,because of. small- size, will. have .~o· significant damage.

. ,slgmfIcant effect on environmental 'or resource
_ .;1 values. I , . "

(21' Timber sa'!e' -contracts will contain
detailed. road building specifications, covering
road type, location, and inainfenance.

(3) Timber sale contracts will (equire
maxiJ1luin realizati(ln of merchantable till,1ber
and reduelion of the amount destroyed as slash

\ or otherwise 'wasted.' ,
(4) The cutling ,method prescribed 'in each

limber sale contract will be appropriate to the
·particular species and tract, taking into ~ccount .
any peculiar c;haracteristics of the tract.

(5) Cutting, skidding, or yarding'Yill be
c<\refully controlled adjacent to streams or
lakes'. To prevent damage to water quality, fish,
and wildlife, a vegetative protective strip will be
maintained adjacent to streams and lakes. The
·width and oth~r charaeleristics of the strip will
be determined by local conditions' and must be
sufficient to ensure sustained protectio~ of the
wat.ers. ~

(6) Timber sale planning procedures will
make adequate provision for obtaining_ and
taking into account tile views of citizens.
/' (71 Purchasers who have willfully- failed to
jRerform contract obligations, causing
significant environmental or resource damage,

. :,~'w/ll4:fe oebarred from further purchases for an
,-- ,jlppropriate period. .'

. (.b) The respective Secretary shall:
-,,~-J) ~Review the organization of. his land

,;- mallagementJ agencies to assure that harvest
~- decisions are. made by qualified personnel.' If

nece.ssary to ~ccompli.sh this goal, more ex-
-ec-,. gerienced personnel will be assigned to the field
~ level. !'. '. - .

(2) Strengthen limber sale administration
and inspe,ction procedures and intensity, in order
~o ensure ·that - cont[a~t_ JJ!!Iuirem.ents are.

~-r' .. !~,..- '." ~~'>-' , ., I ". -.-i -:---
\

~.i"·b[:z... - ....

- Thl" proposed t~Xccllti\'e ~rder also said. "Timber saJe ~ontracts will re(luirc'
. maximum rt·:llizalion. Q£ merchantable timber and reduction or the amount

'. d('st~u\' ...1liS slash .orothe~wise wa·sted;: IIere. ~nWyoming·s.Teto~ Fo,e~t, g~e"t'
, , 1'(>1. ,u.!'>I;>u!"1,191"tre~s .)V.e,e.p!I,ettfor eventt",1 burmng. '.'. - . ..;,~._,~
- • . ,~_~.-~t.;}w'1~-'ja!fti~:b"'Y<,Ui ""!f~ !11 \, ~J .' '" 'J' 'j
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12-High Cou"fry News
Friday, feb. 18, 1972 IYellowstone National' Park

by Verne Huser '. ,Master Plan and Wilderness Proposal
Frankly, I'm impressed with the work of the expand ils interpretive, educational, and en- . I have' dwelled in I such, detail' on the

Master Plan Advisory Team. MOstof them I met vironmental functions." This seems to suggest Yellowstone Master Plan that perhaps I should
several summers ago on a Barker-Ewing float the ultimate phasing out of tourist ac- say less about the wilderness proposal. Actually,
trip in Grand Teton National Park, when-as part eomodations and amusements in the park, but many of the concepts incorporated in the

- of their survey of the park-the members floated this is nowhere spelled out. I personally would wilderness proposal are practical applications of'
the Snake 'River at dusk. During the past few like to see the end of all such development within the philosopliy expressed in the master plan.
years I have grown impatientatthe slow work of the park; however impractical that may seem at 'Indeed, recognizingthat "Parks do not exist ina
this group and wondered if they were merely present. In my mind, this omission is one of the vacuum," the Park Service has made a practice
putting the public off. few weaknesses of the master plan. of developing a master plan "to guide the use,

Now I know what a thorough job they did, And while I'm not too sold on the expansion of development, interpretation, and preservation of
They have faced basic issues, and they have interpretive, educational, and environmental each particular park."
i"ade far-reaching recommendations ..- They functions of the park-which, in my mind, As early as 1963·-ayearbefore the Wilderness
have developed what I consider to be a sound suggests further development at the expense of Act hecame law-the National Park Service and
philosophy. If it can be implemented, we may yet the resource--still this may be the only practical the U. S. Forest Service formalized a joint effort
save the parks from the people who use them too way -to handle the projected visitor increase, to "analyze the resources and visitor needs and
heavily, save them for future as well as present which could easily double in the next ten years. develop cooperative plans for the accomodation
generations. But even - in saying this, I am If such expansion destroys the park experience, of these requirements which will best insure the
merely parroting the advisory team. then we should move toward a visitor ceiling, achievement of both of our missions."

In the prologue to the Yellowstone Master and asmuch as I'd hate to see a reservation' Six classes ofland use were set up as follows:
Plan, thesadvisory team said, "As a monument system for visiting Yellowstone, we may come to Class I, high density recreation areas (visitor
to man's earliest realization that the natural that if we fail to curb our population growth. accomodations, administrative facilities, etc.i ;
wonders of the planet are perishable, Another concept I disagree with is the Class II, general outdoor recreation areas'
Yellowstone, the first national park, is a wilderness threshold community, which em- (formal campgrounds, roads, etc.i: Class III,
spiritual as well as natural landmark -lil the braces the practice of using buffer zones in the natural environment areas (used for preser-
relationship between Americans and the wilderness proposal. The in-park developments vation, interpretation, management of
land in which they live.''Theprologue goes a step at Lake Village and Grant Village are based on irreplaceable resources such as motor nature
further in saying that, "If Yellowstone is to "the supposition that if we truly want to get the trails, research facilities overlooks, nature
survive the next 100 years, a new equilibrium visitor off the road and into the park, we must trails, buffer zones,informal picnic sites); Class
must be achieved--the irreplaceable park create people-oriented or social spaces to ac- IV, outstanding nature areas (unique natural
resources must be weighed against thehuman comodate him. '. Perhaps this seems a practical features such as OldFaithful or the Yellowstone
impact upon them and a new balance struck. To answer, but to me it is a perpetuation of Canyonl; Class V, primitive 'areas (pristine and
this end the master plan speaks." development in the park that erodes rather than undisturbed by man, usually those areas
, The purpose of Yellowstone National Park, as enhances park values.. . designated for wilderness protection); and
the advisory team sees it today, is "To per- The suggestion by the advisory team that Class VI, historic and cultural areas (such as
petuate the natural ecosystems within. the park "the Service must come' to terms with the Cades Cove in the Smokies or the Cunningham
in as near pristine conditions as possible for their legitimacy of the recreational vehicle as the Cabin in Grand Teton) .: , .,
inspirational, educational, cultural,' and basis for the traditional camping experience," is . . '.
scientific values for this and future a hold andessential move. The modern campers
generations." This may seem a .bit ambiguous at and t.railers that- .take up more space in the park
first glance, even weak with the as near as every year arid brrng into the park every modern
possible wording. But I believe any ambiguity is convenience, in my opinion, do not belong in the
cleared up by the statement (on page 16) that, park as a home away frqm home. Such vehicles
"The public' must be made to recognlze .that det.ract from the park experience for others and
there is a limit to the ability of the park to insulate the users from Thoreau's "true
withstand open-ended overnight use. Parks are recreation," that to some extent the national
not for people, if it means that public use will be park idea may have been based upon. (Thoreau

. eerll!itted ,t,o, the point that Ilark,_v.,~,l~,~ ,ll,re..,., .. suggestedjn 18.58 that "we have our national.,<"
~ . ilestroyed-. 2c'O: . ~ ~~"0 ~', " .. :.' --" ...,-"'-": preserves m which t.hebear and the panther m/i'jT

A further indication of the Park Service's still exist for inspiration and our true"
awareness of.serious problems of over-use and of recreation.' '. Certainly, several of the men who
their ,wi.llingness to take positive. steps to try to sat around the campfire at the junction where
solve t.heproblems is the statemetf!,'on page 14: the F'irehole and Gibbon Rivers join to form the
"Recognizing that we may have already come Madison' and developed the national park idea
too'fat,"li'moratorium on stopgap expansion has were familiar with Thoreau's writings, as were
been declared 'Tire master plan calls for holding numerous members of Congress who passed the
the line on accomodations and support services bills establishing Yellowstone National" Park).
in the' park and thoroughly considering the The advisory team. has not outlawed vehicle
alternat.ives ... All planning for public-use of campers: they have merely suggested that Ute
nat.ional parks must give priority to the concept be examined. The master plan calls for.
preservation' and maintenance of the ',natural" .. , J;:lJ~ean;hin several areas» mass transportation
values for which each. park was established:" c~~it~ibi)ities, carrying capacity for both back-

The master plan callsfor continued fegional ,~oUntr.yand deve.lope!lareas; waste disposal. and
planning with all agencies that administer "the; water treatment systems, the role' of wildfire in
( pubic' lands. It calls for an' intergrated solid the park's ecology, the behavioral sciences as
waste disposal plan on the rel'(ionallevel and for well as the natural sCiences.' e
a comprehensive transP9rtation plan; it calls Rest.oration of the natural regime becomes
for management guidelines for rare and en- more and more important as inan's impact upon
dangered species (some of which are still per- . the park increases. "As a natural area,
secuted in stl!tes surrounding and adjacent to Yellowstone should be a place Where all the
Yellowstone National Park). resources in 11 wild land en.vironment. are subject

Even 'lhe tradition of catcljing and killing fish_ to minim.al management," saYs the Advisory I argue most often witli class III and class IV'
is being questioned in light of the importance of Team, and "fire milst ultimately be reo designa"tions; much of what I would like to see '

'"sustaining the integrity. of the national. introduced into the environment" as "insect g:ven wilderness protection is' omitted through
ecosystem, and the catch-anl\-release concept is . populations should be allowed to play their minor t.echnicalities. A statement in the.'"
growing. The removal of tourist accomodations natUral role in the park environment," and the' Yellowstone. Wilderness Study says, "It is a·:'
and services at West Thumb .and Fishing Bridge. artificial relationship between "bears and man fundamental 'tenet of national: park policy .
is recommended as well as turning the Old should be eliminated." , that where other uses have impaired wilderness>'
Faithful area into a scenic day-use area, phasing One' .resource management concept that I . values' t.he national parks and monuments are
'.out all overnight accomlldatlons-how's4hat for .must take exception to cl1~cerns the fishery managed to restore the wilderness character ~f'~'
r'brea~ing tradition? '. '~., . . , resour'ce: I agree t.hat it sho,:Ild be '!1ana~ed these ~~e.as by the removal of adverse, useS:! }!Jo~ ~

"The Service must reject (he blgger-and~- toward the goal of preservlOg .natlve flsh__ ._ ~If thiS be true,.most Class-lV:I.all~ could be
._ better-road syndr~" say~ the masLet.Plan... popU;1aJiOns,but I disagree-+~a~ hi~h-quali!y-- ,--include<Hnllie wllderne~sproposal, andeven .

"Any major·expanslon ... Willhe at the expense anglIng should be a goal. Flshmg Isa con- some ('\ass III could qualIfY Ift~ed,:velop,hents.
of Ihe park resource." the answer,s-ugg.,sls the'~-~' sumpt.iR u~_ in the p<!rk that .has become ~ere removed. Of course, many pa!k~:c~e::'t~d.(
advisory team, is to develop aliernate methodlj. traditional; but is it really part of what should be m recent years haw; 'had adye~se~us~,~··th~t,,,,':,,,

r: transportation within the park "ev.olving the park picture? Perhaps it is, bU.t I have my ,must a<;cept,at leas.t .te~.pora~.I1y.?li.!Sjl.sa}s.o'l
supplementalinterpretive'vehicles' rather tha'1. '_ doubts.: '. . ;' ... ', . the case ':10. YeIlowstQhe, .:-Vhe~~::eay!~~'

f
developing new. and better roa"ds:" In other. . 'And on the same level, whIle marma facIlllles , . management !"ls~~e~ h.ave createq ,prO!i!e~'i;! .

.....' words, develop'somesort of mass' transit system' in the pa~k have been' [i'ozen at present levels, I " thilt we are sllll'h"lOg ·wlth.. Perhaps'the clagS':
that will enableiNlrk visitors to leave their cars qUestion . the existe,\ce of fIlarinas ~!thin,a III ~!,d Class.D: I~n,~seX~luded fro"! ~~e,:,ark' :
outside the,park.;· , . " ' .', nationaLpa,k. Perhapsanextreme.p~llIon,.b~t ~.e~IC~.r:'rop,os,al ,cap §~~e'~~y be lOc\u~~
• Th~ conc~pt Iiloes han~-in-hand .1!Vith,.the certainly P?,:"er boats have noplac,e'in a natio~~l. , .. under ".'Itd~rness ,pr?tec~l?r tHo~g" at ,prese~ril,

" proposed ceiling. \In tf,lUflS~ accomodatlOn~. par~, trad~hon be damped .. rl~sure boatmg"." "t~e~ fm:l~ n,~t fi?'~~t~e .e;;~of .R~p. w.~YIi~')"
.C ,!:'overnight accomodatjo!," ,Will not exceed an outSide nahonal parks--hne; but th~y are not pa~t ;. :A'S!,m~ll~i!'\lrIst p~illlSOP.~~'""Tlie :'Vaster plan, ..,
"aggreg.de total-of 8300 pillow count"l, Ijn!! the of the natural. values of the park and:should, 1!1 .: p'hl\osophyJosome e~ten~~nays ~~ ~earS~\'f
. enClliliagement of "the PROPER develo~ment· my Qpinion, be phas¢ out, the s~ol1er the better. -t .. , . such. langs ~JII;pe.tp,rt~~~ destror~ ~~ !U!~r;h
of its peripheral gateway towns as ~l'lmary.. .IAndfor thllt m;1tter, snow.moblles cqut~f1lso be oevelop,meiil (such,. ,,~~ ~~~~tor,,, ~I~~~td 1'\,
visitor hubs', an~ the managfl,ment of .. the, , phased~ut if the Park. S.ervice,dev,eIQPe<i,-asan . ,~lIp,~!!n~ I?r~~~~l ~o~u~~,a ~ If 2~~!IM~·aoJ\~r ,
surrounding natlonal forests as multi-use ,alterPilte mass trlicnslt systeJ1l" a. raIsed,;.. '. ~esear~H fac.\h\y 10 ,'\'ellow,stone rla"'16\\~IPlIrlt.(:.h
forests." ., . . monorail sys.tem, that could operate l!irQUgh01l\ _,... ~a~~cl\!iY! .lio'vcyer, I would like. ~?,~eet1i:;",

. Further, "ultimately freed fromhliving to.. , \he year' witho~t snow ,removal pr«;>b.lemsor' buffer-zolJe c~~,cept sc\ass~I~~l ~lim,t.11~1~ffO,m,t',
'c provide the ,mass terminal cl'll<lture-,eomfort exptmse). It IS ,my conslderedf.o'pml~n that . th~ WIl~erlless"proposal. To IJ~ sure, ,tJj~PQ:,

•

~ili!~· s.llnd' s!\l;:yi~_~i\l!P.! its II: '. ,t:~-lie" ,. ' .....tJ!:r~t!f,lnill V!;l!!cJ~,dll.\9gt pel I., 1. ads(~n~dl\evelfll.~~tlt ....'t!',..
, .' d... :.~...<:l'''''"'' " . . .. '~l'<-J .~"'.: •• 'I;-~ .."'; ~,c!.".,-,"ll ell oit gE IS'\-,:'.>·< 'h

l. ~~ow~_·~~ .. ~.;,....~,,".~ "~'t&'tt~": .. <o'.'t~ :~:1'f....., - "-"""~3',,'$..l'<'-" ,oU" ~., ,\.,~",<~~-"":~ ,~~;:;:"}:,,:.:'''<.'''~
~/i~.".,:r:"i o-.,~i!.~;;:;.."':,:-r~,;~",,~t,?",.'~~_l~~lt~~~;~ ~ .i~~,;~I''t~r~!Jt~'!!~~~~l-!,.~~~t -f~f'~~~'"'. ''x-~r'"-,,- '-i'~ ......~~ .;:A' ""ii;,.,,,~t
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I •..··,_'bYVern:Huser "Progress" Po.nd:ered
. y:;·:mtn . ,. by Anthony Lewis

.~~~:~:'Ri~WD,ttL" U;ndon~'1~~~:~~~~:e~:c~;~e:~m;:ys on the.
,...~.~,o,!-:\\j, " .; ~ '~iIIIi II. iii relationship of man and Earth must ev.entually
Yellowstone National Park will be one hundred years old find himself operating at two levels of .

March 1"a century of trying to preserve a wilderness, as awareness.
Superintendent jack Anderson recently suggested. Clover' He worries about his house and his car, his
leaf highway patterns arid snowmobile tracks mark the wild income and his possessions in the usual way, He
world of Yellowstone that once felt only the pad and hoof of gets angry at politicians when the power fails
wildlife, and the soft tread of Indian moccasins. and his air conditioner stops. He hopes his union

As our oldest and . largest national park reaches the will get that wage increase, or the company
century mark, the national park idea it embodies reaches whose stock he owns will sell more of its new'

. farther in time and space than the past hundred years, or gadgets.
the spread of streams that have their source in the But all the time he knows that the premises of
Yellowstone country. It reaches intothe infinite futUl1

r
:eand that life are false, that before long it mustgive

around the globe. ' way, For even a little serious thought will have
If the first shot fired in the American Revolution was made him .aware that all th"e "progress'" and'

heard around the world, so was the idea expressed around "growth" of modern economic life are based on
an 1870 campfire in what two years later became the the plundering of a finite envisonrnent. And the
Yellowstone National Park, thin crust of Earth and air and water that

The nal ional park idea goes back to George Catlin, who sustains us is near its limits.
in 18~2 suggested "A nation's park, containing man and A coincidence of events recently showed how
beast, in all the wild and freshness of their nature's our polilicallife deals with the unpleasant reality
beauty." and to Henry David Thoreau, who in 1858 echoed of environmental crisis in the same way, by
Catlin's plea: "Why should not we have our national operating in separate compartments.
preserves in which bear and panther, and some even of the In London, 33 distinguished scientists sup-
hunter race, may exist for inspiration and our true ported a "Blueprint for Survival" to avoid
recreation." , ecological catastrophe in our childrens lifetimes,

Thoreau-speaking of our true rscreation-cmust have if not ours. Instead of industrialization and
meant re-creation, a spiritual uplifting, for it was Thoreau growth, 'it said, we must move toward a "stable
who suggested that "in Wildness is (he preservation of the society" with limits on population and the use of
World.".,'.. resources. We must learn to think of everything

Bearsand panthers indeed. In a 40-year period begin- we do in terms of effects on the environment.
, ning in 1931,the Park Service killed more than 1200bears in In the same week it became known that the
Yellowstone National Park in control measures (necessary Stockholm Conference on the Environment, long.
to protect the hoards of people who came to the park to feed planned for next June as the ftrstgreat world-
the bears). And in a similar period ending in 1935, the ad- wide event of itskind, was in danger of foun-
ministrators of the park pra,c!:ic~Ily"e,limiri,~teq.the,panther, dering on a diplomatic issue. At the insistence of
(,coug~r ?F~rpqlJP}lIinpon~fro,? (lie' park in a predator West Germany and its allies, East Germany was
dontrlil progfam. ",. ,,~ -, ", . being excluded - and the Soviet Bloc' therefore
,_ -tit1i~ those" 'were mistakes, generally' recognized as threatening to stay away. And this exclusion

such by the public and the Park Service, and we can learn despite the fact that East Germany is a major
from mistakes. Since Yellowstone is our oldest and our industrial power and is likely to be a U. N.
largest park, many of the mistakes that have been made in member by the time of the conference.

". our national parks have been made in Yellowstone. The "Diplomacy against biology," one scientist
Nat ional Park Service has learned some valuable lessons in said. "It is absurd." He might better have said:
Yellowstone, lessons that can be applied to the future and to' Politics against life. .
other parks.. Politicians lire like the rest of us enlarged ..

A parks-are-for-people craze swept the nation a few They underestimate, or perhaps they hide from
yearsii@gO.-, ~~.~;J,,;~~~er ~'2.I1.!.'f:f.ti-dillbtf ::>Ill) hJlt>·.1h:;,,;':ril ~!':;iriv;II' ~<-f;n,;:..;';;~~

. Rocky 'Mounta1f\'!i'NatlOnal'Park, we took surveys to see '-';'~'"'~' ' .A·.·cc.","-"
what kind of camping facilities the public wanted so that the "c ".", .~ ,~",,,:,: :~-',",'

'Park Service could plan accordingly. Now the Park Service
has taken a new turn: educate the-public, cut down on
camping in the parks and encourage.the development of

. cam ping,' both public and private, outside the parks.
Parks may be for people--though there is some argument

there too-but they cert,ainly,aren't for people's machines:
I'heautomobile. the snowmobile, the airplane (as the people ' ..
OfJackson Hole struggle with the pr0l'0~ed extension of,the';.'!i" ~ .:"., , :;:."
airport runways"m Grand Teton Nahonal P,arkl. " Ii ,.~ '"I, .::e:-._._~;:.==ii,;,;.~

Nor were' they originally'" meant for ,tourist ac- --- '" ~--"",-.. . "".. -
comodations. Both Cat.lin and Thoreau stressed the'wild and --
natural aspect.s of their proposed parks. But as we cater to
the whims of the mobile tourist today, the wild and Ihe ;"J~3lIfJ1J1.
natural have often taken second place in the quest for I .'
convenience and comfort: grocery stores and service Maste.r P an .
st ations, bars and cafeterias, ·laundromats ,and hot'· •
showers, even swimming pools and golf courses and tennis is beUer t,han the 1/ 4-milebuffer most previous
courts, and the ultimate--convention centers--have sprung wilderness proposals have used, but I simply'
up in n~tion,a:lparks. Why? . . " reject the whole concept of a buffer zone: if that

What awarpiitg of the national park idea! As we erode 1/ 8-mile strip were part of the wilderness,.iL
the wildness of Ihe national. parks, taming them 'for th,e would _be protected from encroachment and.-at
casual tourist, we reduce the park experience by providing the same time serve as a buffer. '. '. '.' . LINCOLN, Nebr. --Nebraska supports !Il)igh,
a-sameness. that 'is hardly worth -leaving. home· ·to ex- ' Certainly the wilderness acreage'proposed by wintering populationofllirds of prey and,gunners

, perience. National 'parks' should be great. peaks of unique the Park Service (1,963,000acres out of 2,2000,000. should take care to avoid.killi'!g ,them, reminds
experience, but· if- they become motel bedrooms and acres) is a generuus addition to an area already the Game and Parks Commission.
shoulder-Io'shouldercampsites and bumper-to-bumper primarily wilderness, but the. 11 8-mile. strip Of .the birds of. prey commonly found in
traffic, what's different· about them? amounts 10hundreds of acres. For'example, the Nebraska, all but one'are protected by federal or

.With the' modern means of' transportation. available, smallest. of Jen roadless areas in the park, unit 9, . state· law. Nebraska statutes provide for fines of
Ih~re is no needfor anyone 1.0spend the night in'a park, even .consists of 11.500 acres of which .only 7,5OO·have not less than $10 nor more than $25 fQl' the

. one a~-.Iarge a's YeIlo~stone (t!tough there ..is t.remendous been recommended fOr wilderness. 'I'his' is an .: shooting of hawks and owls, except'the great- .
need 'foS..the wilderness experience--and greater demand area of relatively heavy visitor .use. Then let's horned owl. Federal law specilies fines.up to~, ~

'wit.h every inq,~ase in population). Why don't we learn to look at the· largest area; unit 8, consisting of- or 6 months;n jail or, both for the killing of.an
, . leave the-wildworld alone to replenish us when we are worn _440.300acres, of which- only 415,900 are recom--. eagle. '
.,out by modern dvllization? mended for wildernes~. Even area 6 including-- . Red-tailed;:and sparrow hawks are common

A hU,ndted y.ears of trying 1.0'save a 'wilderness: the the .wild Lamar Valley has 430.,llOlLacres.c.with jaIl and winter raptors, ranging throughout \he
national'par~ idea; ind .what havewe·.done·wit.hit?, Now is '418.600 recommended for wildel:ness. How m~tiite:'=--The'x!lugh-legged hawk is the. most ..
the best lime Ican think pho re-evaluate lhat idea bOI!!l-4o.· 'of ·t.he total acrellge:-lostfrofu wilderness is common Winter .residen( !n' the.- weste"'
ye_arsa.go.this ''Y.¢.ll!. L~e...iUlUHlnd':eXlffiiineit -and constituted by the I!. 8-mile strip? It may seem grasslands, and the marsh hawk is, most ,often,
deCide which way we want to head m 'the' next hundred hardly enougb to argue ahout in the total picture sighted adjacent to croplaqds .-and marshes. .
yeaps.,,: . of nearly t.w.o,million acres, but it is the basic ..Golden·eaglesarefouncl·primarily.intheweste1"!l .
.'.If parks are,for people, let's create more .parks -where" .principle I·oppose. cOl!nties but oceur statewide. during migration .

. Ihe' people are--an.impractical idea bllt one that we can Still the Yellowstone Master Plan is a gOQd Bald eagles ,·coilgregate.near the Platte and
develop if we want it badly enough. But let's not turn the one and deserves serious consideration as does, MisslJUri rivers and' along other wlitercourses,

, scenic.par.ks,; Ihe natural beauty sp.ots ov.er,to,the people to the Wilderness Study. If you ,can, plan toatlend Some, s~ies !i3ve been gre!ltly l:OOuc!!d.in
. ""use andoyer,use and abuSe as Yosemite Valley ,and parts' of . the public hearings in Jackson, Wyoming Marchl)urribers, m parl.!ls II result of hard pesticides.

'Yellowstone haye, been used' and abu$ed.· The kind of 11, Idaho Falls, Idaho M,arch 13 or Liyingston, Rabbits; rodents, "andvariOllS relit jlpecies
,: desecration has'ne"..er been part o( ~he national ,park, idea" Montana MarchJ5. If Yllucan't, at least write a· provid,e_the.mainstays. in the die~ of.most eagles
,nor should it. be .petp«ituated;.:'·c ".' :', ,'" letter!9 be inCl\lded,in the hearingr,~Qrdio the 8lJd~wks ..Therefort1; ~bIrdS·.of pre)' provide

T!)e;,Yellow,stone· 0en~n, mal, ·a~ I see. It, .should be a re-.~" SIII!enntel)del}t,;-, ,yellows1o.nj:!i,t·Nat!ona! Park,. a bil~it to.,man. ';, ,; ;.; ..~"- '"
" 'to the-baSIC princ!p~es'9fJh -'1jati~l1l\I,pack,.idea ::<, :Wyo~ing ;ll:1020;,;,an"',_a~lI,: "'\ " "rlet ." -. .. .lIP -~~,:.'~". '''. !cit ~ fjrs~•.

. nabeas~- in)" '. ' . .. ,,¥'" " ,'" ·t;c6f'tile·It~J!!gj ... -
" " '~"', . ' .. ' •.•. ';1\ - .. ,,,:iji),, .•:;.... .
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thegravity of the ecological crisis,and the speed
with which it. is coming.

They tinker with this pollution or that, they
pass a useful law, but they do not face the
essential truth that a revolution of attitudes is
needed.

The Ecolqgist, a British magazine, published
the "Blueprint for Survival." First it set out the
reasons for urgency. For example, resources
are running out under the pressures of ex-
ponential growth. Ecological demand will
multiply by a factor of 32 over the next 66 years
at present growth rates: Can anyone imagine
the Earth meeting such a requirement? .Even if
we stop population growth completely in
developed countries in 30 years, and the rest of
the world in 70, world population will stabilize at
more than four times present numbers. One
may argue over this figure .or that, but it is
impossible to resist the conclusion that a crisis is
coming.

The Blueprint proposed an integrated
program to meet the crisis. It rested on a call fOI\
abandonment of some basic human. ideas: The
instinct for fertility, the worship of economic
growth, the tendency of our culture to become
more industrialized, urbanized, centralized.

Those are demands for the most -immense
changes in human attitudes., Consider the
matter of "growth" alone: How easy is it to
imagine politicians giving up their promises of
faster growth and higher incomes and heavier
investment, and instead promising work for all
at lower levels of income and productivity and
investment and resource-use? . But that is a
minimum part. of the necessary future.
. Barry' Commoner, in his' new book, "The
Closing Circle," puts it honestly ·and in moving
words:

"The wortd is being carried to the brink of
ecological disaster not by a singular fault, which
some clever scheme can correct, but by the
phalanx of powerful economic, political and
social forces that constitute the march of history.
Anyone who proposes to cure the environmental
crisis undertakes thereby to change-the course
of history." .

What makes "The Closing -Circle" such an
impressive book is that Commoner rejects
pessimism. He does so not by fleeing from
reality, or by responding to facts with despair,
but by thinking in hard terms of what has to be
done. He says calmly and quietly" for example,
that over .ttw next generation the United States
must spend more than $40 billion annually on
ecological reconstruction. That would, mean
almost all of our .capital investment.

Can it conceivably be done? If we begin to
t.hink about it, begin to read the newspaper
stories and the blueprints and the books, a sated
and weary society might even welcome the
challenge. Commoner would say, that America,
richest and also most inventive' of countries,
offers the world its best hope. The first step is for
politicians to take the issue seriously: The whole
problem, the philosophical challenge. Who will j

begin?

l.A6
Hawks Proted'd'

.',.
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Thoughts
From the

.~ o;.ta~ Corner

f
I rather hesitate to refer to the days of my .

childhood a-sthe "old days!' The last time I used
that expression, granddaughter Lisa asked,
wide-eyed, "Gramma Marge - did you wear a
hoop-skirt in the olden days, when you, were a
little girl?" ,

Amused (and maybe a wee bit chagrined), I
explained to her that even fifty years ago, maoy
little girls spent their summers in blue jeans. and
the dresses they wore to school were not hoop-
skirts! Sbe seemed somewhat skeptical, and it
occurred to me that, to a child, fifty years could
seem forever. (After all, it is half a.centuryl)
With t~ horrible thought, I determined never
again to mention the "old days." In fact, I wasn't
even going to think' about them.

But right now, I am looking at a silver napkin-
ring, which was a childhood present from a
doting aunt. Tarnished and rather battered, it
has been stored away for years at my mother's,
and only recently did she unearth and return it to
me, It brings back memories of a long cloth-
covered table, each place marked by a napkin
rolled more or less tidily-mto a napkin-ring. A
white cloth J!!!Pkin;CMindyou -- not a paper one,
Three times a day, In the "old' days" paper
napkins were a rarity used only for picnics, if at
all. (And for picnics we packed up tin plates and
forks -- not paper plates and plastic spoons.) ,

. Well, I now have my napkin in the napkin-
ring, It's not Ihlen (Ihate to waste time over the'
ironing board), and it happens to be yellow in-
stead of white.tbut it is cloth, Terrycloth finger
towels make dandy napkins, And in this day of
diminishing natural resources, it's arnatter of
satisfaction to know that they are not made from
trees ", nor do they fill up the garbage can.

That poor garbage can is already overflowing
with useless plastic bottles and other flimsy, non-
reusuable containers, Those things were not yet
in use in the "old days," when milk came in glass
bottles instead of cardboard .!'ilr;ton!,-,""anll!!:
everything that. could be used again was con-
sidered worth saving.' ,
, Cut flowers were placed in glass or china
vases -- not in receptacles of styrofoam or
plastic, to be thrown out with the fading
blossoms. All those non-disposable things were
cherished and cared for and put away for future
use, or for future generations.

~Now I am certainly not a collector of an-
tiques, I treasure my grandmother's cracker jar
hecause it's pretty and because it was hers, but
not necessarily because it is old, In this day of
throw-away everything, it's comforting to have
some things that create a feeling of historical
continuity with our forebears. How ghastly to
think that perhaps the heirlooms of tomorrow
will be derived from the cardboard and plastics
of today!

When she's a little older, I think I shall
probably give Lisa the. silver napkin-ring,

•r~~~~~~~-:---~--~"
, '111 , .. I'l.AI_,I :
, A concerned public is necessary if we are to ,

t have a qua1ili' environment. J HIGH COUNTRY ,
, NEWS strIves to present facts 9n environmental ,

~-, matters in the mountain WeSt=buLa newspaper

J
/--, can get the message only to those who read it! ,

We need many more readers. ' ,
, Have you a friend who would enjoy HIGH ,

COUNTRY NEWS? Send us the nameand ad- ,
" dress, and we will gladly send a sample copy. ,, '

:~~ I
, Address :, . .

, City ,

•. S~ote' ' ' .Zip. '- ' :J'
L~~...~~~_.-._....~--

Une ~ Target U

,

To him who in the love of nature holds ' ,.-
Communion with her visible forrDs, she speaks
\ var-ious language: for his gayer, hours

She has a voice of gladness. and a smile
.\n<l eloquence of beauty, and she glides
Into his darker musings with a m.ild
.vnd healing sympathy that steals away

Tlwir sharpness. ef~ he is aware.

William Cullen Bryant: THANATOPSIS

I ' l,.:; ~1.< 1""
~'>SJJ',jr; ~ '..

'!fyW '"f~

We welcome ,suggestions from our readers.
(We don't always follow them, but we do
welcome them l): Several of you have askedwhy
we don't include in each issue some news of our
current Wyoming weather. ' I

The first such suggestion came to us a little
more than a year ago, 'Ona glorious spring day.
We discussed the matter, and after due con-
sidera tion, arrived at this conclusion;
Wyoming is not exactly over-populated, and
that's just the way most of us Wyomingites like it
-- so why should we let everybody know how
great our weather is? We 'tabled the weather-
report idea -- for the time being.

Another reader brought lip this subject in the
middle of a, busy week when the whole staff was
eager to put the paper to bed so we could go
fishing, or just loaf under the hot summer sun. So
we by-passed the proposal -- forthen, a'nyhow.

The next "tell-us-about-your-weather" letter
arrived in the autumn, when the sun was bright,
the sky was blue-and the leaves were red and
gold. By mutual consent, we ignored that letter.

Now' 'it is February, and here comes that
suggestion again. This time we've decided to act
upon it. We will try to keep you posted on our
Wyoming ,weather by the astute use of what is
know as a "Poor Man's Barometer.v.Thls is a
wooden cut-out of a mule, nailed securely 'to the
outside of a building, preferably at the north-
west corner of the barn. A tail, made of a frayed'
piece of hari:Itwist, is tacked to the 'southern end
of the mule, and on his side is printed this
legend;

If tail is; dripping RAIN
. white SNOW

hanging limp. '.. HOT
frozen' ... COLD

waving .•. WIND
frozen & waving BLIZZARD

gone LIGHTNING

To summarize briefly this past few months of
Wyoming weather, that poor mule's tail 'has been
everything but limp and gone, since the last day
of October.

From now on we will Cl!rry in each issue a
short report of our weather conditjons for the
first three,~ays of each printing week. ~ut plCiise
bear'in inhld.-- the weather changes mighty fast
out here, so if yOUaecide to move to Wyoming

, J \' J ~ 0-:-- .

hecause of our wonderful weather reports, think'
again. By-the time you would arrive, that mule
just might be buried under a ten-foot snowdrift!

Herewith, this week's report: .

High Low

Sun. - 48 20 Bright & Sunny
Mon., 35 9 Breezy
Tues. 38 10 Sunny

The hillsides are still white, and even in town
there are still deep drifts which were piled high
by the strong January winds.

Goodbye, Wyoming!
by Ginger_~ensman.

Goodbye, Wyoming!

No, I'm not leaving, I only wish I knew how to find
the words to tell you what is coming. Howto ease.
Ihis sickening feeling of helplessness over, the
ignorance of the would be Judases of your hills, -.
valleys. and blue sky. How can-I explain to your
people: the great herds of wildlife,forests a.nd '
streams that their world and perhaps their bves stand
in the way of my politicians and the greedy.money belts
of my people?

How can I defend ourvalues when we've sold your very
soul to run the air-corldiiioners andelectric dryers
ofcities far away, When we've cut great gashes in
your side to strip away what w,ecan selL "

I'm so sorry.] wish that 'I could help but l'm'just '. '
a little voice1n a great !11ass.of..ll!!0plewho are.too",'
busy 1.6 car~Flglit'n?w, and ;.vherithe'y do, i~)Vill'pe " ,
much too late.' 'I/<! .. ,r-: .' .' " .r,' r ~ . _7\#';t' ~,(.d ,; J. tv

Goodbye. Wyoming., I'm so~r.Y'[;;:----- ,rr'~f ',' ~
I
!

'('
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Environmental
Eavesdropper

LOONEYLIMERICKS

by Zane E. Cology
"A precipitator's expensive," Joe said-
"Might I outsmart them, if I use my head?

Each stack may, emit
Just a small, measured bit.

I'll put up more smokestacks, instead!"

•••
Marin County, California; voters by a 9 to 1

margin balloted to put a limit on future growth
-by limiting the water supply. Opponents to
growth had argued that water from a proposed
aqueduct would cause undesired growth and
development.'

•••
The Idaho DIvision of the American

'''''AssQCiation-of University Women has endorsed
legislation which would repeal restrictions on
birth control advertising in that state.

•••
--The Chinese not only freely distribute The Pill

but discourage marriage until couples are at
'least 27 years old. As if that were not enough,
abortions have been made available to any
woman, without cost, and ster ilization
operations are available to men. Even so, with
all!emergerrcy'meas]Jres, the population of China
is expected to reach more-than a billion by the
year 2000. "

•••
'f'J'Apoll by Opinion Research Corp. of New'"

Jersey reveals that approximately two-thirds of
the American public.views population growth as
a serious problem. The respondents also said:
the government should make iilformation about
birth control available ...,.t0 all men and women
who want It- 81 perl!em; voluntary sterillzatibn
should be the nigbt ~f any individual- 79percent,
and birth control supplies shoufd be made
available by thegovernment to-any interested
person . 67 percent. . '. J,

•••
J\g;.ldaho state senator, Reed Budge of Soda

Sppii!gs, says, "the biggest and most important
iss\!e tothe Idaho citizens" in the 1972legislative,
sessioh is whether "to hand that water over to
.private power companies tomake billions on, or
keep control of it for Idaho and its' citizens." His
can- for action on Idaho's water resources in-
cluded the taking over of power facilities when
utilities' permits to operate generating plants

. expire. " .

•••
Four female black-footed ferrets, kept in

captivity for breeding purposes, died suddeJily at
the ,Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in
Maryland. Two males of the rare and en·
dangered species are still robust and' healthy.
The animals had been trapped last fall in an
attempt to raise ferrets in captivity and release
them back into their former haunts.

""'",* ...

The President's ,Water Pollution Control
Advisory Board has informed Mr. Nixon ;md
EPA that water pollution from livestock wastes
is a problem of growing magnitude. The report
said, ". , . it is urgent that the nation exert major
effor'ts to control animal waste--pollution before .
the situation becomes critical." - ~

New Booklet anA"'·
Those concerned .with the quality of the air

they breathe, or even might have to breathe
someday, may be. interest.~ in a new booklet. It
is entitled, "A Citizen's GuIde to Clear Air."

PUblished, by the Conservation Foundation
""-'- free COpIeSmay be--obfained by writing th~

- -Foundation, 1717Massachusetts Avenue N. W.
Washingtpn~ ,!?:Gc-20036,'9-.t!!.om re~oriai of(ice'~
of the·U. S..EnviJool1!DentalProtection Agency.

The 95-page publication gives a wealth of'-
information about all"aspects of the air pollution '
problem.

L tt j't th' dOt HighCount~ N'.~15 -- e ers-.0 eel or 10 ~ • Fridey:Feb. is, 1972

mankind, the cow or the steam engi~ the horse possible in opposing 928 by turning it from a coal ,-
or electricity, the sheep or the printingpress;-the~-Sii:li!mining regulation bill into -an omnibus '.
dog or the rifle, the ass or the loom? No one, surface-rmning-hill. ...can,..you...jmagme_U'ying to .
indeed, can pronounce on these, yet all on write a bill covering the controversial aspeciSOt'-
reflection feel that there is reason in the com- five different kinds of surface mining plus high- -
parisons. Take away these inventions, and we way construction?
are put back a century, or perhaps two; but Oakley and Harry know hll.Wimpossible it
further, take away the-domestic animals, and we would be, lienee Harry's effOrtS to amend 928 by ---
are reduced to absolute savagery, for it was Q1ey adding clay, gravel, shale, limestone, highway
who first made it possible for our aboriginal construction and anything else be can logically
forefathers to settle in one place and learn the or illogically toss into the pot.
rudiments of civilization. 'Sorry, but Harry Armstrong is a damn weak

"It is quite possible, though of course not environmental reed to lean on.
demonstrable, that the humble chuckie barn
fowl has been a. larger benefactor of'our race '
than any mechanical invention in our possession, .
for there is no inhabited country on earth today
where the barn fowl is not a mainstay of health.
The~e are vast regions Of South, America and
Europe where it is the mainstay, and nowhere is
there known anything that can take its place,
which is probably more than can be said of
anything in the world of mechanics.'

Now, if the early hunters ~ these our
domestic animals had' succeeded in ex-
t.erminating them .betore their stock was
domesticated, the loss to the world.would have
been a very serious matter, probably much more
serious than the loss of any invention, because an
idea, being born of other ideas, can be lost
t.emporarily, while the destruction of an
orgainzed being i~ irreparable."

•••
Editor:

Congratulations ,on -your article (cen-
terspreadl "The Homestead Artist", page 8-9 of
HIGH COUNTRY NEWS, Jan. 21, 1972.

It is gratifying to see recognition of an artist
whopaints honestly and convincingly the land he
'knows so well. .

. We were pleased tp be joint exhibitors with
Thomas Connell at the Wind River Valley
National Art 'Exhibit, last summer.

,HIGH COUNTRY 'NEWS is our particular,
favorite as it keeps us informed about our
adopted-state. All of you there do a great job.

Our subscription to HIGH COUNTRY NEWS
comes as a Christmas gift..from our good friends
Joe and Mary Back of Dubois. We have known
them and admired their work for many years.

h ~Wit.' best wishes.!.., J, of..., ... ,

Sincerely,
Sideny Lee Courtney
Birmingham, Michigan

Editor's note:.1l was our real pleasure to show a
few representative samples of artist Torn

'Connell's work. We couldn't. do them justice in
black and white but. we wanted to show our pride
ip him. Thanks for your good letter'. -,

•••
Editor:

,Enclosed is my check for $10for another year
of HIGH COjJNTRY NEWS. It is about renewal
time according, to my records.

For a relqtively small newspaper, your en-
vironmental .bi-weekly is jam-packed. with
'pertinent information. I depend on it to get the
facts about the great _West..

Yours very truly,
Marion Byrne
Liverpool, N. Y.

Sincerely;
Richard S. McCutchen
Executive Director
Ohio Conservation Foundation

Editor's note: Oops! I goofed. Sorry about that,
Dick,butglad to.be straightened out.:I picked up
the item from a number of news clippings sent by
another reader in Ohio. Boy, did I pick a winner.
WilltQ' to be more careful in the future: Thanks
for setting the record straight.

•••
, Editor:

Enjoyed your Jan. 21 issue, as I do all issues
of High Country News, but couldn't resist writing
to comment on your cover picture of the
mistletoe tree and clearcut in Robbins Gulch in,
Ihe Bitterroot National Forest.

The photo is of the precise location where CBS
filmed its interview for the Croitkite show with
G. M. "Brandy"Brandborg - and it is also
precisely t.hespot where oneweek after we were
t.here doing that filming that the Forest Service
closed t.he road to through traffic because of
what was termed erosion danger due to spring
runoff (April of last year), More likely, the
closing was due to Forest Service concern that
we (mid thenation through the CBS show) might
see the situation of excessive and improper
clearcutting on the Bitterroot for what it really-is
. a very sad state of affairs.

Sincerely.
. Dale A. Burk
State Editor
!The Missoulan
Missoula:,.~JM0~lt:1ana:tf,;J.Jtii .~ . ,

•••
Edit.or': •

$10enclosed for one year subscription to High
Country News .

I just read about you in· "The Living
Wilderness" and will be glad to read and learn
somet.hing about the high country states that is
going t.o teach me that there are other folk 'in
t.hem t.han sheep ranchers, government poison,
pushers, and sadists ... (sorry, but I have just
beenreading "Slaughter the Animals Poison the
Earth" and decided-too hastily· that idon't ever
want t.o'hike or backpack or even· drive through
Wyoming - or the other high country' placesI've
often dreamed about>.

So· welcome to your newssheet- and I hope to
keep in t.ouch! " . , .

Cordially,
Rulh c.. Douglas

- SI. Helena, Calif. 94574

• ••
Editor: .

Editor: Than~.s is due Verne Huser and the HIGH
Ya-gotta be careful about how you read what COUNTRY NEWS for elaboration on Mr.

,you read. Huser's opposition to ·Iocatingan environmental
In "Environmental Eavesdropper" HeN, 7 studiescenter in Yellowstone National Park. I

January, you give an impliedpat on the back to ~agLee.IDth.tlJ~g!!talpr~ci~essetforth by Mr.
Ohio's state Senater Harry Armstrong ,for his Huser- in the column titl .' user Answers'-'- in
comment that road builders ought to come under the Feb. 4' issue of The News. . ~
lhe same reclamation requirements as' strip I know of no go~~ reason why such a center
miners. That sounds commendable bUI-. After should be loc;ated ,nSide the oldest and One of the
six months. of hard committee work, the Ohio most over-used of the national parks, However, 1
House EnVironmental Committee mtroduced a . am not acquainted with the details of the
fairly tOU'gh-coat-stripmillC--regul~n bill (Sub. ' proposal. . .' ,
H. B 928) onto thenoor. It passed wltliOifIy--two----=----. The time is certainly late for all who are
dIssentIng votes, and was sent,to the Senate. The CoiiCerned,lbout what---ilL...happening to the
Senate Rules Cmnmlttee referred the bill, not.-to wildlands to joinforces and hQRtihe--lill!t.against
the Senate EnVIronmental Affairs Committee, those who seem to think that nature's grandeur
but the Urban and H!ghway Affairs Committee. ' is for business exploitation. _
Akey meml:jer of U & H, Oakley Collins, happens To Mr. Huser and editor Tom Bell I say keep
to be a notoriously bad:stripminer, but also the' up the 'excellent work. If anyone at - the
Chal.r,!!anof th~ EducatIonal Affa.irs Committee, University of Wyoming disagrees witl:l me in
a~d It IShe who cuts up the educatIonal funds pie. subscribing to most everything espoused by
HIS buddy ~s ~arry Armstrcong. T!le Federal HIGH COUNTRY NEWS nobody has made the
prose~utorls lli~estig~t,ing criminal and civiL slightest move to prevent my freely expressing
VIOlatIonsby Colbns mmmgcompany in Wayne my views. .'
National Forest, so it wouldn't be very politic for
Collins·to oppose the basically sound House bill·
bU,tit is being attacked by good old Harry. Th~
strategy is to hand.'the stripminers all the allies

I

Sincerely,
Ernest H. Linford
Laramie, Wyoming 82070
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, . ,\ \UlN,\\U'U UI····TII..., MO~I!":r'\~iI!S,~bi~~II!~ !!err
,L huck and man.v otlif'r game amm'a's are threatened on
_ game ranges across tlte West. Severe winter conditions
'I

li'IVI' llriven animals from norm"I'winter r"II""S "n';l.-,·-t - II~i' of' "l1t)~~:1!'" nljJH tln~Hllj Ii' ~~ c l,t1i,P'r.,..~, I.J
i! eoncrn r:lh'd tnC'm In areas wnere -tl ev are even more

.... ,;h:i(·ct to starvation. disease and pred~'tion.

Wilderness Provides Game Habitat
After' more than five years of study, Fish Department spokesman said tbat while headwaters of the East and West Forks of the

preservation of nearly 700,.l)()()acres of wildlife timbering ,operations in tbe Shoshone National DuNoir River.
grazlng and calving areas as well as migration Forest are not in themselves injurious to The Forest Service, however, has said it does
routes may be saved. wildlife, the access provided by logging roads not want the area, included in the- bill' as

The United States Congress, which has been has greatly altered wildlife use of the area. wilderness, since the DuNoir area was logged
considering re-classifying- areas in and around Pointing out changes in the Wiggins Fork, between 1920and 1926.
the Stratified Primitive Area in northwest Horse Creek, Upper Wind River and Warm The Forest Service contends the area, cannot
Wyoming, has been studying the proposal since Springs areas, the department, said wildlife be classified wilderness since" ... evidence of
early 1967. '. harvest patterns have drastically 'shifted. timber harvesting is still plainly noticeable ... "

The bill, which is to combine areas of the . In 1959, when the area was still relatively .Testifying on the 30,000acre unit in question,
Stratified Primitive Area with the 'South -Ab= -- undeveloped, elk harvests were spread over the ",narry Crandell of the Wilderness Society said:
saroka Wilderness Area, is expected to go to an entire season, whereas by 1967hunters found elk "no one denies that portions of the DuNoir area ..
early House-Senate conference committee only at the end of the season. . . were impacted by some of the hacking
following House passage of the bill Feb. 7. Extensive access roads have also operations in the early 1920's or that there have

Game and Fish officials, concerned· with significantly altered the total elk harvest in the been some limited vehicle intrusions in the past.
further losses of wilderness, habitat for moose, area according to the department. /
elk, bighorn sheep and grizzly bear, have been During 1963and 1964, for example, the Warm But the real question," he continued, "is the
pushing for establishment of the Washakie Spring Creek, Lava 'Creek, Sheridan Creek and one of broad judgment. Certainly the area
Wilderness Area, as the section is to be called, Brooks Lake Creek Drainage areas accounted qualifies as wilderness 'under the . . . 1964
since January, 1967. .' for about 27percent of the entire Wind River elk Wilderness Act."

The Western Association of Game and Fish harvest. In 1967',however, elk harvest in this Whether this and other adjoining areas are
Commissioners concluded in July, 1966, that area declined to 9 percent. . included in the bill will be determined by the
"increased public use of rough, terrain vehicles . One of the areas which has long been disputed House-Senate Conference Committee.
has resulted in excessive harassment of certain, :is therDuNoir River area. The official Commission statement concluded
species,' habitat damage and increased fire Inclusion of this area is apparently still ... ',' we may very well be experiencing our last
danger." , ' causing conflict between House and Senate opportunity to preserve, in their pristine state,

In adopting a.r-!!SOlution-oinl1eproblem, the-e---vv,ersioft&-of.-tbe--Wasllakie-Wild.i:rn.ess bill. our few remaining wilderness areas.
_~sociation urged federal agencies to "strive f?r The Wyoming Game and Fish Departmenr,asr----~'eurc~eaI':v-edJnto every butte and bend

'a proper balance' between increased public well as numerous conservationists, want this of ranges like the Wind River," it continued.
access and ... proper management of fish and area included in the bill, since migration studies "God grant us the wisdom to use our lands and,
wildlife resources." - have shown that animals reach summer ranges waters wisely so that we may leave a legacy

One of the problems, as outlined in a Game and return in fall through the low p.asses at the which will be a credit to all of us, not a shame."
and Fish statement to regional Forester David ~
Nordwall in 1967, is that moose, elk, bighorn N; b t: D F II T· P h
sheep and antelope are all wilderness species e ,raSKO eer a o. oacers
reliant on remote, unrestricted habitat for
survivial. ' '

". . . Access provided by roads associated
with logging operations has resulted in a drastic
reduction of use by summer resident elk herds in
several areas of the Wind River Drainage,"
according to the statement.

Game and Fish officials say this has' forced
elk into less accessible areas for summer range
and has threatened elk calving and resting
areas.
In testifying before the Senate lnterior Sub-

committee on Public Lands in 1968, a Game and

\

LINCOLN, Nebr. -, During 1971,some. 1,515
Nebraska deer are known to have died from
causes' other than legal hunting, according to
figures compiled by -the Game and Parks
Commission: ,

A breakdown of mortalities shows that 1,347
deer were killed on the highways, 84 animals
were taken by poachers, and various accidents
accounted for most of the remainder. Most such
deaths occurred.In October and November, as
has been the case in past years, and mortalities
were reported in every county of the state except. l I I I I

Perkins.
Reported figures represent only ·the

minimum losses known, as many deer mor-
talities are not reported. The actual loss to
poaching is not known, but it is generally
believed that only a small portion of such oc-
currences is reported to law enforcement
authorities. Only when citizens are willing to

, become involved and report suspected incidents
; of poaching can authorities begin to reduce this
-illegal kill. -


